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IMPRINTING AVAILABLE
Imprints match the embossing color on the hymnal. Imprints are
available with a choice of all letters in Upper & Lower Case or
UPPER CASE. Prices are as follows: person’s name-$1.75; person’s ‘
name & year, Or name, date, & year-5$2.25. Other imprints are 10¢ ‘
per character ($1.75 minimum). The name will be imprinted on
lower front (as seen below) and date centered on lower back, unless
otherwise specified. (Please allow two weeks for imprinting.) *

Keepsake
Edition—
Black
bonded
leather

Order a copy of Christian Worship: Phone between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 Christian Worship by sendiigs
A Lutheran Hymnal for that special  p.m. on weekdays. @ check or money order {0 -8
Northwestern Publishing “:

person. Pew Edition, 03N3000, Discover Card,
$16.50.* Keepsake Edition, black MasterCard, and Visa are - ’ I
bonded leather, 03N3001, $34.99.* accepted. You can also order ma TA 5./
Keepsake Edition, burgundy A "T”;’aclha”d"se i fg”gg
bonded leather, 03N3002, $34.99.* Di Northwestern $ 10.00 or less .- : ig
Order Christian Worship by calling q_F' Publishing House ! ot e vl

$ 50.01 to $100.00 - 7.35

toll-free 1-800-662-6022. In the 1550 North 113th Street Tt
Milwaukee area call 414/475-6600. Milwaukee WI 53226-3284




THOUGHT FOR TODAY

are

s ‘ é or me!” exclaims
10¢ the young wife
n opening the

present she had
hardly dared hope for. “For
me,” marvels the worker
receiving the unexpected
romotion. Few are the times
* in life that we receive some-
thing unexpected or unde-

= words.

25 Yet during Lent, as we
#stand in spirit beneath Jesus’
f cross on Calvary, that expres-
Lsion belongs in our hearts
$and on our lips. For me! All
} this the Savior did for me, all
unworthy though I be.

Crucified

What held Jesus to that
horrible tree? Not strands of
hemp put on his hands in
|} Gethsemane’s shadows nor the hatred of the mob
"} howling for his blood. Not even Pilate’s unjust com-
Jmand or the nails that skewered Christ’s flesh. It was
“pthe power of his love. In eternity, divine love had
decreed that God’s Lamb be sacrificed on that rough
Shaltar. Now at Calvary it was done. Divine love, amazing
o O'¢ unbelievable love bound Jesus to that cross fash-
ioned by our sins.

.~ All this for me! His holy hands were pierced in pay-
ent for the sins I daily commit. His perfect feet were
ired because of the many times my feet have not
Wlked in the way of God’s commands. His sinless

Was marred by thorns in ransom for my way-
<14, selfish, often senseless thoughts that blemish my
S, It was “for crimes that I had done he groaned

iy .
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POn the ree, Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love
Nd degree” (CW 129:2).

dough 20th century people live longer than their
(I)’al’ents, the ultimate statistic remains the same.
BULOf one dies, Death still waits patiently to
#h one of us with his cold arms.
r;”shgt? Then comes the unthinkable, not just
b €d from the land of the living but from the
; grilclous God in a never-ending hell. That’s
rfectWanted for us. He wanted us to live for-
Peace and harmony with him. But sin

” Luthera, , March 1994

7 ; served and can use those All this for me!

Jesus means me, too, when he
asserts, “Whoever lives and
believes in me will never die.”

by Richard E. Lauersdorf

[He] loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20

ruined it all, and ever since,
the wages of sin have been
death.

Why did Jesus have to die?
“The soul who sins is the one
who will die,” a just God had
warned (Ezekiel 18:20). Jesus
had no sin. Yet he died, with
a death so frightful it caused
him to cry out, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken
me?” The full fury of God’s
righteous anger and the full
force of hell’s pain washed
over him as he hung on that
cross in the noonday dark-
ness.

With his death came the
world’s redemption. “It is fin-
ished,” he could say of sin’s
payment even as he laid his
sinless soul into the hands of
his heavenly Father.

All this for me! Though
death still buzzes like some bee around me all my
days, it cannot harm me because Jesus has removed its
sting. His death is my death; his payment for sin cov-
ers also me. He means me, too, when he asserts,
“Whoever lives and believes in me will never die”

(John 11:26).
And was buried

What a gloomy scene—a handful of heartbroken
followers laying his lifeless clay to rest in Joseph'’s
tomb. Little did they know! On the third day, Joseph’s
grave would again be empty; their Savior gloriously
alive, and their future stretching into eternity. That
tomb in which the Savior was buried was the setting
for the wondrous Easter victory.

All this for me! Some day I'll fill that rectangular
spot in some cemetery, but I need not be afraid. “I
know that my Redeemer lives” is the triumphant
shout ever since Joseph’s borrowed tomb was emptied
that first Easter day. By God’s grace each believer can
say, “When from the dust of death I
rise to claim my mansion in the
skies, e’en then this shall be all my
plea: Jesus has lived and died—for
me” (CW 376:5).

Richard Lauersdorf is pastor of St. John, Jefferson,
Wisconsin, and the synod’s first vice-president.
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May the Lord our God be with us
as he was with our fathers;
may he never leave us

nor forsake us. 1 Kings 8:57
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bers, you'll want to know
that through Lift High the
Cross, the special offering
begun in 1989, you raised
over $19 million and gave 24
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people, you’ll want to hear
about the souls won because
of your offerings: Maria
DeHerrera, whose introduc-
tion to her Savior began with
a phone call. Larry Myers,
baptized at 77. Andy and
Joanne Jackson, who met
Jesus in a funeral home.
Mark Stump, who wanted
more from life than a per-
fect lawn. Their stories—
and others’—are in “The
rest of the story” (p. 6).

B We tend to define ministers as

parish pastors or teachers in
Lutheran schools, since
that’s what most WELS min-
isters are. In this issue, you'll
meet some people whose
ministry is out of the ordi-
nary: Larry Olson describes
staff ministry (p. 9); Daniel
Balge talks about the civilian
chaplaincy in Europe (p.
16); and Wayne Schulz tells
what a mission counselor
does (p. 18).
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The rest of the story

Statistics tell how much money you gave to Lift High the Cross,
but they don’t tell how, through your gifts, the Holy Spirit
used the Word to bring real people with real stories to Jesus.

by Linda R. Baacke

aria DeHerrera, waking up from her nap

to answer the telephone, was greeted

with a cheery, “Hello. I'm calling for

Light of the Valley Lutheran Church.”
She agreed to receive information about the church
in Utah—anything to get the conversation over with
so she could get back to her nap.

She started receiving information every week. And
every week it went to the same place—the garbage.
After a few weeks, however, the mailing was an invita-
tion to a special Sunday service. Thinking this was
maybe what she was looking for, Maria went to the ser-
vice, went back for other
services, and took Bible
information classes. She is
now an active member of
Light of the Valley,
Layton, Utah.

Light of the Valley is an
exploratory church fund-
ed by Lift High the Cross.
And Maria is typical of
someone who came to
know Jesus as the Savior
through the work of Lift
High the Cross.

Although we can count
the number of missions or
synod projects funded by
Lift High the Cross, we
can’t count the number of
souls brought to Jesus. The church has used money
donated to Lift High the Cross to spread God’s Word.
The Holy Spirit has used the Word to bring real peo-
ple with real stories to Jesus—who gives them real sal-
vation.

deferred giving.

The story in the states

Pastor Ed Ungemach of Bethlehem, Carmel,
Indiana, commented, “Some of the people we
touched honestly weren’t headed to heaven two years

6 (78)

The story: $19 million

ift High the Cross, a special offering
authorized by the 1989 synod convention,
is designed to help support missions and

the general operating budget. As of February 4,
$19,613,197 has been committed in addition to

Surpassing the original goal of $15 million,
Lift High the Cross has funded 24 home mission
openings. Pastor Ron Roth, director of ministry
of planned giving said, “In fact, without Lift
High the Cross there would have been hardly
any home and world mission expansion by our
synod in the past three years.”

- L . | Laytor
ago. Big things are happening in people’s lives andy is?r!),/ g"

happen to be hitting them at the right time.” 3
For some people, the right time may not ocg !
until later in life. Although most churches bapf
mostly babies, the first member baptized
Bethlehem was 77-year-old Larry Myers. Myers |
been active in other churches in his life, but}
never been asked if he was baptized. Seeing i b
baptized was “the kind of thing you never forget,”sif
Ungemach. ]
Across the country in Redmond, Washington, )
Stump was sitting in his yard, admiring his grass
thinking, “There mug
more to life than havi
perfect lawn,” when |
Goldschmidt, paste
Living Hope, showed
Neither Mark nor his
Debbie had gont
church since they
children. Mark
Debbie took info ﬂ‘
classes and joiné
exploratory mis
Mark is now the
man of the evang
committee. [
Back in Utah, ¢
at Light of the Val
held in a mot
Hearing that,
Jackson said, “I'm going there soon enough
want to go any sooner.” He had not been ’
a church anywhere for most of his adult lifé:
Joanne started attending and persuaded him &
They both took classes at the church, And
tized, and, according to Pastor Unnasch, the}’
ished for the Word. They can’t read the Blbl

|

The story around the world

u
Across the world, seven men areé stu
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71 Layton, Utah—Food and fellowship at Light of the Valley’s min-
ves and g istry center.
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ce they WiBECOMe pastors. Larry Schlomer and Harold Johne
Mark @WeNtto Nigeria to help these men study for the min-
< informd These seven will join the other three pastors of

1 joine€
yw the €

e evan

f‘ the King Lutheran Church to help spread the
roughout Nigeria.
lile there, Barbara Johne saw the blessings of
work. In the midst of and in spite of hardship
Verty, she said, Nigerians “always seem joyful
endly. There is an exuberance in their praise. It
s they derive their joy from the Lord.”
_ Vther country, Jonathan Schultz, pastor at St.
- ‘lg:}ry, Alberta, Canada, is working with a
Ministry program to help spread the Word
Ciently and effectively. He instructs baptized
‘med members in how to teach the Bible.
SLers hold adult information classes and Bible
Pastor prepares lesson materials needed
People (o lead the discussions.
tten, a lay minister, and his wife traveled
"0me in Red Deer to Calgary every
WO hour drive. In 1991 a satellite program
Cal‘Stairs—a 45 minute drive—where

Utah’ iy'
~the Vall

)

Some
results of
Lift High
the Cross
offerings

Carmel, 3 i
Indiana— 1
Margaret and
Aaron Brandau
portrayed Mary
and Jesus at the
“Happy birthday,
Jesus” party.

Alberta, Canada—Only the two couples in the center, Jonathan
and Cheryl Schultz and Ray and Phyllis Whitten, have a Christian
background. All the others are converts through our WELS-
Canada ministry.

Whitten taught adult information classes. The
Whittens brought friends from Red Deer. Soon four
families organized a new mission in Red Deer and
now these 13 people worship in their hometown.

Stories of the work of the Spirit

All the people and all their stories reflect the work-
ing of the Holy Spirit. Often in conversation with a
new member, the pastor hears the comments, “How
did you know this is what I needed?” or “This is what I
was looking for.”

The pastors reply, “By God’s grace,” or “I didn’t.
God did.” Pastor Unnasch said, “Watching the Holy
Spirit working—it’s awesome, humbling, and joyful.”

Because of generous donations to
Lift High the Cross, people like
Mark find out that there is more to
life than a perfect lawn, or, like
Andy, realize that true life can be
found in a mortuary.

Linda Baacke is editorial assistant
for Northwestern Lutheran.




Doing something

different

We don’t need to do

for

—

anything different. __—z
We need to hear %

what God has done for us.

ount on it. You will hear, if you haven’t
already, how people are doing something dif-
ferent for Lent.

One pastor now asks members of his
church to consider working at a food pantry for the
homeless or tutoring the illiterate. “Giving up some-
thing can be rather self-centered,” he observed.

One homemaker admitted that what they used to
do “was kind of superficial.” She and her family still
abstain from eating meat on Fridays during Lent, but
they also “try to give things to people—our time, our-
selves, and just being kinder and overall more
thoughtful.”

Another household began a tradition of selecting
“pixies”—picking the name of a family member out of
a jar and doing secret acts of kindness for that person,
maybe making a bed or doing a chore. “The most fun
part is not letting them know who did it.”

What are you doing for Lent?

Most revealing is the title of a newspaper article on
this subject: “What are you doing for Lent? It’s all up
to you.”

St. Paul allowed that one person may consider one
day more sacred than another, while a second person
may regard every day alike. One may eat meat while
another refrains, if it’s done “to the Lord.” It’s not for-
bidden to do something for Lent. But at least one of
Paul’s baby churches was much too absorbed with spe-
cial days and months and seasons. He worried out
loud “that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you.”

8 (80)

There’s nothing really different about it

The most damning thing to say about doing sol
thing different for Lent is that there’s nothing I€
different about it. It still fixes on what people do
God, and with it comes the appealing notion tha
doing something for God, one should get sometl
from him as a reward. Such thinking grows natu
in sinful hearts, and it knows no season. 1

The basic message of Christianity is not, “This
but “This happened!” What we need to hear,
over, most of all in Lent, is not what we can
God but what he has done for us. Jesus didn’t
us by giving us a good example to follo
redeemed us by trading places with us under
justice. He offered his Father a life of willing¢
ence we’ve never given him. He endured the P
punishment his Father said sin deserves. !

He suffered shame and scorn
And wretched, dire disgrace;
Forsaken and forlorn, ’
He hung there in our place.
But all who would from sin be free -
Look to his cross for victory. (CW 107: )

Here’s hoping there s

different about your Lent

i

Mark Braun is director of spiritual progra i

and instructor of theology
at Wisconsin Lutheran College,

Milwaukee

= -\l“
Northwestern Lutheraq



Pou are in your late 30s, and have almost 15
years of experience as a Lutheran elemen-
tary school teacher and principal. You are
married, and the oldest of your three chil-
dren is getting close to the high school years. The
small town where you live and work is a friendly, com-
fortable place.
oing sl Then you get a call from an urban congregation to
bthingg ceallf s€Tve in a radically different kind of ministry, one with
ople dol responsibilities in congregational fellowship, family
P . ministry, adult education, and the coordination of vol-

1 n th :
El(s)ome o inteers. What would you do?

. 4 - When Frederick Horn faced that situation, the
. :

-} Holy Spirit moved him to accept the call, and for the
t few years he has served as the Minister of

“This de 2 . .
t’:{l’ oval cipleship for Grace Lutheran in downtown
- catl do! aukee.
dn’t redd
follows

wkind of public ministry

Orn’s position puts him into a small but growing

G
uﬁldnegf E Iy of church workers: staff ministers. The
e ‘ Sin Synod currently trains people for pastoral

all L
4 the P ;l'y and teaching ministry, but is preparing now

a fc?rmal program for staff ministry.
ministers are called into the public ministry of
urch, and they serve in focused areas of min-
h as adult Christian education, evangelism,
tration, youth work, family ministry, and the
3 YWork under the direction of the pastor, and
107:2) Pastor and the members, carry out the
re’s nO osibilities thc congregation delegates to them.
ent. [ 4m doing now is what I have done through-
_ 8try,” Horn says. “I teach the gospel.” His
{ “ONtext is quite different from his former
4 ol;(‘;téilg ;ssenf:e of his work is the same—to
¢ as given us to call people to faith
P them (o lead faith-filled lives.

7mgramiﬂgl .

1waukee:

Fl
oran [ M@
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Another kind of minister

There’s a lot to do in a church,
and a staff minister can do a lot of it

Working with
young people
is just part of
what Fritz Horn
(third from
right, holding
Sarah) does as
staff minister at
Grace.

by Lawrence O. Olson

Training staff ministers

After about a decade of careful study, the 1991
synod convention authorized a program to train and
certify staff ministers. That program will be launched
this summer at Dr. Martin Luther College in New
Ulm, Minnesota, and will be one of the tracks in the
amalgamated college that will be formed in New Ulm
in 1995.

The program will serve men and women who fit
into the traditional age group for college students,
and also older or second-career students. The goal is
to provide academic integrity, professional compe-
tence, and structural flexibility to meet the needs of a
varied group of candidates who will bring a broad
range of gifts and experience into the service of the
Lord and his church.

A partnership in ministry

Fritz Horn did not quite know what to expect when
he moved to Milwaukee, since he was accepting a
brand new position. He had the advantage of coming
to a congregation overwhelmingly in favor of his posi-
tion. Its members recognized that their pastor had
many demands on his time and needed support.
Horn also is thankful for the time and energy his pas-
tor, James Huebner, has spent working with him as
they have forged a true partnership in ministry.

What would Horn want someone to understand
about staff ministry? “First, that it is a God-pleasing
form of public ministry, and sec-
ond, that there’s a lot to do in a
church, and a staff minister can do
alot of it.”

Lawrence Olson is director of the staff ministry program
at Dr. Martin Luther College. You can contact him at
DMLC, 1884 College Heights, New Ulm MN 56073-3300.

81)9




Sixth of a serigsf

CROSS-CULTURAL MlNlSTRY

to celebrate cultural diversity

members and me to get to know eac

More

immediate agenda for our p
First, we had to build with the gospel on the obvi-

church and its neighbor
cuss ways to make worship more sa

members.

That second item turn
challenging than the first.
ten years late

for worship th
confessional and liturgical Luthera

same time, we wante
recognized the cultural
American membership. What to do?

. ) our congregation. The majority, 1
Negotiables and non-negotiables greg s &

The first thing we did was to look to God’

10 (82)

Negotiating
n love

How our church is learning

i

We need to recognize and celebrate cultural diversity, because

the “all nations” that Jesus commissioned us to evangelize

have moved into our churches’ neighborhoods.

3

by E. Allen Sorum

for guidance. The Bible told us that certain ¢

ne of the best tips I got, back in 1983, was .
to start off my ministry at Garden Homes  about worship were not negotiable. We will all st
to the authority of Scripture. We will all acknow!

Lutheran Church with an every-member
Jesus to be our only Savior. We will all comeé!

visit. The one-on-one meetings allowed the
h other a little. humble heart, a head eager for instructlon

the visits established the  voice willing to sing praises to God.
artnership in the gospel. Other aspects of our worship, howevel, wert
tiable. For example, how many times must OH€

up and sit down in one service to be a tru€ Lu
Would worship be any less pleasing to Go
turned our heads once we Were seated? Did the
help the worship by performing in thebs
behind the congregation? Would the congt
suffer if the preacher expressed greatel exe
and the church members responded Wik
enthusiasm about the gospel that he was P&
Could we find gospel songs that would cO™
the music from the hymnal?
The negotiation process was not easy. I

members could not endure it and transfert
OWCVer’ j 3

reach ¢
woulé

important, however,

the members had for our
hood. Second, we had to dis-
tisfying for our

ed out to be much more
We are still tussling with it
r. The challenge was to offer opportunity

at celebrated and communicated our
n heritage. At the

d a service that celebrated and
diversity of our Anglo-African-

t

that if Garden Homes was going 1O
s Word people from a different culture, W€

orn Lutheral!
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work toward a worship life and style that incorporated
meaningful aspects of that culture.

Do you want the truth? Many more Anglo than
African-American members commented on how
much they appreciated the gospel hymns.

Changing more than worship style

Our multicultural family of believers had to discuss
more than worship style. Sermons and Bible study
classes had to address more than one culture.

Again, certain things cannot be changed in any
Christian sermon or

every single day, the same kind of racism and insults
and racial hatred? Why hasn’t anything changed in
our country since the civil rights battles? Why does
God continue to allow this to go on, even in the
church?”

Young people, like those who participated in our
neighborhood youth outreach program, teach me
that the starting point of my Christian witness must be
different when I am telling people who are from a dif-
ferent culture about Jesus.

I asked them to share with me some common criti-

cisms about the Christian

Bible class, regardless of
the cultural diversity of
the audience. The Bible
is always inspired and
inerrant. Justification by
grace through faith is the
- | only foundation of the
{ church and the chief
message in every sermon.
| God’s Word, not culture,

ERe L
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faith.  One  youth
answered, “Jesus was
white.” Another quickly
responded, “No way,
man. Jesus was black!”
For generations, our
church body was busy
preaching Christ in a cul-
ture we were familiar and
comfortable with,
because it was our cul-
ture.

All nations—in our
neighborhood

Things are different
now, aren’t they? And

€ | is the only source for
doctrine.
However, because we
are a2 multicultural family
of believers, that authori-
tative, inspired, and
ctain il sinerrant Bible had to
E ce'u 11 subl .adfiress concerns and
€ wi e “ttudes and questions  diversity.
all ackno i 20d sins that 1, as an
all comEy Anglo preacher, and
tructiofig any Anglo members had not considered. We had a
oo wertl l Qle new list of questions and needs and sins to
ever, W o sl OT€ss because a whole new cultural audience was
‘. I?I‘JJS; E: b g out in front.
a r P £
1g o God "‘ Aitican-American teachers
d? Dtlget}: e African-American people of Garden Homes
- reg €quipped me to preach to a multicultural con-
he Confci 00, Men like Gervis teach me sermon illustra-
eateé svith When they stand up in front of our congregation
1de ) “T‘he teaching of Jesus Christ is like the bass
e was Pm 0 IERUSIc. Without the bass in rap, there is no rap;
uld €0 : ‘“ S flO music. There is no dance to rap if there is
ey, 18 act 4 ‘;:l,rap- A person who hgars .the‘ words of_]esus
Eraa;SfC“ d SILput them into practice is like rap without
cOf ;
wever,hre ke Bd teach me that I have Bible study to
Y reaguldf e 40 it with me—when they ask questions
ve W BSIOT, Why do I have to go to work and face,
utheral A8 (8 8Utheran / \iarch 1994

Future leaders at Garden Homes reflect the congregation’s cultural

the situation in America
will only get more differ-
ent. Many of our church-
es are surrounded by
new neighbors, in some cases immigrants, whose cul-
ture is vastly different from ours. The “all nations”
that Jesus commissioned us to evangelize have moved
into our back yards and into our churches’ neighbor-
hoods.

Churches throughout North America are facing
the same challenges as Garden Homes. Yes, it can be
a little uncomfortable at times. But the joys far out-
weigh the discomfort.

Among what I consider the greatest joys is seeing so
clearly the power of God’s Word. It is seeing Christian
love in action between people who
know that they’ll be spending eterni-
ty together. It is seeing Christians
who submit to what God says is nec-
essary and negotiate in love on all
the rest.

Allen Sorum is pastor of Garden Homes, Milwaukee.
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THE FAMILY TABLE

How to talk
about problems

‘,;ll \sh}p Sk

l{li

instead of fighting

about them

by Thomas B. Franzmann

inner is almost finished, and the family is

attempting to talk through a problem. Jim

sneaks a glance at his watch. Rebecca is anx-

ious because she knows family discussions
are important. Kevin, a high school junior, is upset
because he’s afraid he won’t get his way. Jennifer, an
eighth grader, is eager to talk with anyone about any-
thing. And little Jamie just wants to go and play.

The pressing problem

Rebecca says, “We have to talk about this; it isn’t
going to go away.”

“But I'm late for my meeting at church, and I'm
the chairman of the committee,” Jim replies. “I agree
this is important, but so is the work our committee is
doing. The quarterly meeting is this Thursday, and if
we don’t get our proposal in, we’ll have to wait three
full months.”

“It’s true, this did come up without much prior
warning,” Rebecca responds. “Kevin, we can’t always
give you answers right away. Let’s all think about this,
then discuss it after dinner tomorrow.”

Relieved, Jim asks, “Is that okay with everyone?
Good. Remember, we’re a Christian family, and we
want to follow our Savior’s guidelines for communi-
cating in our family.”

Guidelines for discussions

In the intervening 24 hours, each member of the
family thinks about the next day’s discussion. They
have mixed feelings, but are still confident.

It's a pattern they have followed for several years.
Jim and Rebecca had gone through a difficult time in
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their marriage. They sought help from a Chris
counselor, who taught them some simple “rules’
good communication that helped them in theirs
tionship. They had instituted similar guidelines
they included other members of the family.

The rules were simple. One set came from thejp
ciples taught in Ephesians 4: ;

0 Always speak the truth.

0 No name calling.

0 Control your anger.

0 Speak and act in love.

0 Always remember the grace and forglvene
have received from Christ, and treat others iil
family accordingly. ‘

Other guidelines their counselor had gleane
several sources: 4

0 You can only discuss one issue at a time, soll
your discussion to one.

0 Exercise self-discipline. If anyone gets outO
trol, stop the discussion and continue it after &
ing-off period.

0 Reach a decision.

0 Write the decision down.

0 Act on the decision without procr: astmatlon
Every member of the family knew these 3
11ghter moments they sometimes joked abou

Even Jamie could repeat some of them.

l

t U

The family forum :

The next day they finish dinner. They close

family devotion. Jamie is excused. He ha
included in some of the family talks. He ¢ ,,
understand much of what they say, but the

: C
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say it makes an impression on his little heart. His fam-
ily does not always agree, but they love one another
and find ways to work around their disagreements.
They always ask Jesus to help.

As Jamie leaves, Jennifer wants to know whether
she should stay. After a nod
from both parents and a
shrug from Kevin, which is
about as close as he’ll ever
come to granting permis-
sion, she stays. After all,
she will probably face simi-
Jar family conferences
within the next few years.
She can’t imagine she’ll
ever be as stubborn as her
older brother, but she likes
these discussions, so she’s
glad to be allowed to stay.

i

,C}irif,ﬁn The Christian attitude the family accordingly.

Tules” 10f ) . ;

their i Kevin’s attitude is some- O You can only discuss one issue at a
@b what different from the

ines whet

| day before. He is “testing
‘his wings” and has a strong
need to have his ideas and
desires respected. But he
‘has a sincere love for

o the pi

Belpful for him or mem-
Ders of his family,

e still has vivid memo-
of that time when his
s had come close to
rating. Now, after a
10 think about his con-
he realizes he likes getting his way, but other
dI€ Important, too.

feels good about the upcoming discussion. He
Ct time in prayer, asking the Lord for wisdom
atl.ence. He knows the thoughts he wants to
= a prayer he plans to use to begin the ses-

procrastination.

Was a time in Jim’s life, including his own
Years, when Jesus was not very important to
otuolflthe time, he 'hadn’t known or cared what
3 W.ant for him. But that has changed.
Worship, Bible reading, and fairly frequent

With Rebecca or the family have given him a
Utlook .
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Ten guidelines for communication

O Always speak the truth.
O No name calling.

O Control your anger.

O Speak and act in love.

0 Always remember the grace and
Jorgiveness we have received
Jrom Christ, and treat others in

time, so limit your discussion to one.

O Exercise self-discipline. If anyone
gets out of control, stop the
discussion and continue it after

O Write the decision down.
O Act on the decision without

Jim smiles inside as he thinks how his gracious
Lord has guided his life. He is sure that grace will pro-
vide the underpinning for this time together.

Rebecca has similar thoughts. She, too, has prayed.
For many years her prayers had been shallow—always
requesting, even demand-
ing, things of God.

She hadn’t always been
selfish. As often as not, the
prayers were for her family,
not just herself. But during
the last few years she has
noticed a change in her
prayer life.

Now, instead of trying to
impose her will on God,
she spends more time
thinking about God’s will
for her and her family. Her
prayers ask whether a fami-
ly action will please God,
whether or not it leads
where they think they
should go.

Now she always brings
her well-worn Bible to the
family meetings, with her
own private petition that

Christ and has witnessed a a cooling—oﬁ‘pen'od. the Holy Spirit will lead her
‘umber of incidents when o to find the right passages at
the Savior’s teachings were O Reach a decision. the right time.

The beginning of
discussion

Jim begins, “Lord God,

our gracious and merciful

Father in heaven, we are

your children. We are

weak, sinful human beings who need you so much.

But you have purchased and won us through the

blood of Jesus. In his name we come to you this

evening asking your blessing on our thoughts, words,

and decisions. We all love you. We trust that you will
guide us along paths that. . . .”

Wellspring, a family devotional magazine, is

available from Northwestern Publishing House,
1250 N 113th St, Milwaukee WI 53226-3284.

In this series, we want to cover topics that might be
discussed at your family table. Please send your sug-
gestions to FAMILY TABLE, Northwestern Lutheran,
2929 N Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398.

Tom Franzmann is pastor
of Our Redeemer, Santa Barbara, California.




good time to teach children about 1
amazing members of God’s creation

by Kevin Peil

inosaurmania has struck again.
release of “Jurassic Park” broug
dinosaur excitement to a fever
pitch. Also fueling the fire is
television’s “Barney and Friends.”
Because the amount of Bible-centered
dinosaur information is rare, we Christians
often don’t know what '




{0 say about dinosaurs. However, because nonbiblical
Speculations abound, we need to become informed
and to correct most of the information our children
receive about dinosaurs. We need to present these
qreatures to them as the amazing members of God’s
reation they once were.

Joes the Bible speak of dinosaurs?

' The word “dinosaur” is never used in the Bible (the
word was coined by Richard Owen of the British
fuseum around 1830) but the description of these
s ge creatures seems to be there.
" In Job 41, God describes a sea creature he calls
eviathan.” The creature had fearsome teeth and
ales, which no weapon could pierce. In the previous
apter, God describes a large land creature he calls
ehemoth.” The creature was impossible to capture
d had a tail that “sways like a cedar.” Were leviathan
1d behemoth dinosaurs?
The creature “leviathan” is a close description of an
tinct sea-dwelling dinosaur referred to today as a
esiosaur. The “behemoth” could very well have been
e largest species of dinosaur: the Brontosaurus. A
it to any large natural history museum will reveal
indant evidence that these dinosaurs did exist. The
silized reconstructions are the actual bones of
€ creatures.

}‘there dinosaurs on Noah’s ark?

ie Bible tells us that before the flood came, God
Wo of every kind of animal to live on the ark
Noah and his family. Since the Bible is clear on
Ct, dinosaurs must have also entered the ark.
Of us question this conclusion, however,
€ we know that dinosaurs were very large; they
never have fit on the ark. This line of thinking

S.

» Only a few of the dinosaurs were very large

: Brontosaurus and Tyrannosaurus). For exam-

3 (Struthiomimus) was only as big as an ostrich
other (Compsognathus) as big as a rooster.

‘*_UId have chosen the smaller species of
S asrepresentative of the dinosaur kinds.

s d’ God may not have sent fully grown, mature
E"aliures on the ark. When these animals came
e t:e')’ quld repopt'llate the earth, so they
. 1_li,feISOIF just 'entermg the prime of their
‘énc . O~r this reason, Gpd may have sent

~C€smaller) creatures to live on the ark.
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What happened to the dinosaurs?

If there really were dinosaurs at one time, what
happened to them?

First, the dinosaurs that were not on the ark were
destroyed in the flood waters. Most likely these are
the creatures we find on display in museums today.

Second, the world the dinosaurs entered as they
emerged from the ark differed markedly from the
pre-flood world. The vapor canopy that covered the
earth was gone. The earth’s surface was no longer a
uniform temperature.

Dinosaurs likely had difficulty adjusting to the
change. A dinosaur could have lived quite happily
before the flood, but after the flood with fluctuating
temperatures, its chances of survival would have
diminished. Evolutionists themselves support the
notion of a universally warmer climate when the
dinosaurs lived, with increased global cooling possibly
leading to their extinction.

Dinosaurs may have lived for several hundred to
several thousand years after the flood, finally becom-
ing extinct in the Middle Ages. The Anglo-Saxon and
Celtic people of Europe have passed down descrip-
tions of creatures that may have been dinosaurs. A
Welsh account from 336 BC describes King Morvidus
as having been killed by a giant reptile that “gulped
down the body of Morvidus as a big fish swallows a lit-
tle one.”

Dozens more accounts exist, including one from
1405 where a giant reptile at Bures in Suffolk,
England, was described as “vast in body, with a crested
head, teeth like a saw, and a tail extending to enor-
mous length,” which was troubling the folks of the
countryside because it had “slaughtered the shepherd
of a flock” and “devoured many sheep.”

There are even claims today that dinosaurs still
exist in the middle of Congo jungles and around the
Loch Ness, Scotland, area.

Now is the perfect time to teach our children the
truth about dinosaurs. They did live at one time, they
are apparently described in the
Bible, they were on Noah’s ark, and
they are reported to have lived side
by side with man only a few thousand
years ago.

Kevin Peil, a chemical engineer, is a member
of Good Shepherd, Midland, Michigan.




| Worshippers gather in
i Tambach-Dietharz, Germany,

at a retreat led by WELS
civilian chaplains in Europe.

Civilian

_n the last weekend in October, 65 WEE
8 members and friends gathered fol
o Reformation retreat in tiny Tambat

___# Dietharz, a small town in Germang
Thuringian forest. Participants came from the Gz
Republic, England, Germany, and the United St
They represented WELS, the Evangelical Luthel

@
chaplalns.
®
Synod, the Lutheran Church in Central Africad

the Australian Lutheran Church. ‘

d WELS members in Europe ]

a > The retreat was part of the ongoing kingdomad

ty of the WELS Commission on Special Minist
Two pastors, Dennis Smith and I, serve as ¥
chaplains. We make our homes in Mainz, Ger

[ ®
and serve WELS Americans living in Europé ¢
whom are connected with the American military
' Including military, business people, students

their families, about 500 WELS members and 5“'

live in western Europe. The end of the Cold
. :‘;‘1‘
y 11 .

. .
: reduced the number of American militar
I 1 e l S and also WELS numbers—down from over o
1990. Yet the territory we cover (northern Scots

southern Italy, western Wales to eastern lf
remains the same. It's the rough equivalent 08
by Daniel N. Balge based in Milwaukee and serving 2 i'lQCk
between Winnipeg and Orlando, Blsm?‘r
Pittsburgh. ’

Modern day circuit riders :
. . e

The largest concentrations of WELS mem
in southern Germany and southern EnglanGs

S ..+haran/ M



ser, 65 WE Mainz as Illinois and Minnesota are to Milwaukee. By
hered forf @neat twist of history, a synod founded by traveling
1y Tambadf preachers who ministered to German immigrants in
1 Germanf§ the American Midwest now supports chaplains who

»>m the Czef Tide a circuit in western Europe, holding services for
United Staéf American expatriates.
ical Luthe@ = WELS members gather for monthly services at

seven locations in southern Germany, one in Belgium,
‘and two in England. A weekly service near Mainz in
Suburban Frankfurt rounds out the fixed schedule.
We try to reach WELS members and others who live

al :\fr.lca) a

ingdom a ‘{,t‘"rom a service circuit by making regular trips to
ial Minist otland, Italy, France, the Netherlands, Austria,
ve as O fizerland, and northern Germany. We have also vis-
1i1]Z, Ge "_' i

urope,

: WELS chaplains in Germany
n military

, students OAN AND BETHBALGE DENNIS AND DEB SMITH
< andis -, ungstueck 17 Kastanien Strasse 11

ers an 0 Mai L 5
Cold Wé Phona. Nz Laubenheim 55270 Klein Winternheim

c Lo '¢: 011-49:6 Phone: 011-49-6131-88965

itary 11 &

m overd |

ern Scotk Pain, Iceland, Greece, and Turkey, though not
stern ‘_D. gular basis, With instruction classes, counsel-
ivalent OF €t calls and visits, we travel about 50,000 miles

bostly by car.
chaplain
LS civili

flock S€4
Bismare

b an chaplaincy has been in Europe
G’ivi?'n tWenty years. It sprouted from the min-
'an chaplains in Vietnam. Even earlier,

LS meﬂl o
ed German prisoners of war held in the

ngland’. -

thera" )}:

Christmas in Germany

Pastor Daniel Balge conducted six services in
three days in Germany. A highlight of those
days was the “not-too-long-ago-converted-to-
WELS” family who traveled four and one-half
hours to attend the services. While there, the
family’s two teenagers met with Balge for an
Instruction class. '

US during World War II.

In the early years of this century and between the
world wars, pastors of local congregations often func-
tioned as camp pastors at military installations. Today
more than 100 pastors fulfill similar responsibilities at
stateside bases and posts, serving WELS members sta-
tioned away from their home churches. A similar

arrangement in Japan reaches WELS members living
in the Far East.

Ministry to those away from home

The Commission on Special Ministries (CSM) also
carries out a program of devotional and informational
mailings for WELS members and friends who are
unable to attend a local congregation, whether they
are in the military, business, school, or prison.

Most often CSM receives names and addresses from
home congregations. In fact, this effort to help fellow
Christians stay close to the gospel depends on congre-
gations’ sending names. Not long ago, CSM had
Timbuktu, Bali, and western Africa on its mailing list.
Indeed, wherever souls are in special circumstances,
Special Ministries strives to meet their spiritual needs
with the gospel, in Timbuktu—and in Tambach, too.

Please send names and addresses of those away
from home to WELS Commission on Special
Ministries, 2929 N Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee W/ 53222-
4398.

Dan Balge is a civilian chaplain in Europe.
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HOME MISSION COUNSELORS

First of a serigg

From the

to the high land

Across the USA, home mission counselors
advise and encourage new congregations

by Wayne 1. Schulz

66

Let me tell you what we do.

Field men

The Board for Home Missions (BHM) serves OVer
The members of the

s and laymen with full-time jobs. They

can’t spend much-needed time with missions and mis-
located sometimes hundreds of miles away.
thorized the calling of “field

/
We easily fall into the trap of

equating property and buildings
with “chwrch.” In reality, the
church is people who have been
reached by the gospel and who go
out to others with the gospel.
— ——

900 groups and congregations.
board are pastor

sionaries
That is why the synod au
men,” mission counselors.

The four of us give spiritu-
al encouragement and guid-
ance to new missions and
new missionaries. We had a
combined service of about
100 years in the parish min-
istry before accepting calls as
mission counselors.

The field

I work with the missions,
missionaries, and mission
boards of four districts:
Wisconsin, Minnesota,

Superior, across the many tri
the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers,

and two Canadian provinces.

The areas I visit are new
working through the means o
groups in growing region
where the synod is well-known, suc
Valley area, metro-Madison,
there are core groups in areas where
known, such as metro-S

ou’'re a what? A mission counselor?
What's that?” These questions come
from strangers and acquaintances alike.
My colleagues and I hear them often.

Northern Wisconsin, Western
and Dakota-Montana. I travel
from the heartland shores of Lakes Michigan and
butaries that empty into
to the splendid

vistas of the Rocky Mountains, through nine states

frontiers for the Spirit’s
f grace. There are core
s of the WELS heartland
h as the Fox River
and the Twin Cities. And
WELS is not well
t. Louis, Mo.; West Des

Moines, Iowa; Saskatoon, Sask.; Calgary, Edmonton,

heartland

and Red Deer, Alberta.

I spend much of my time in person-to-persa
encouragement visits, telephone calls, and reports
the 50-some missionaries in my region. It matters lilf
if the missionary is a new seminary graduate or ay
eran pastor. Each is totally committed to his spe
calling.

Together, we go through an eight-page oriental
form to assist the missionary in gospel motivath
ministry planning, time management, schedul
work, and outreach ideas. All of this is gathered in
report that is shared with those who have an inte

in the new mission. The report helps to build rapj
between the missionary, |

sion counselor, miss
group, mission board,
BHM staff.

The people in the field -

I remember well
visit with a new grou
people in Saskatoon:!

athered in a circlé
explained what it M€ nt
reached by the gospes
went through their il
they gathered for worship for the first time, wha
fears were as they considered some of their neWd
responsibilities in organizing themselves into
tioning church. That group was initially forme
no WELS people. -

One WELS couple, however, was excited ab@
opportunity to drive three hours to the first W
service in Saskatchewan. The wife arosé €4
Faster morning to travel alone with the joy _‘
in her heart. Her husband, a police officeh 2
and could not go with her. Enroute, she S48
avoid a rabbit and was killed as the car rott
Later, her husband was the officer on the SCC','

This was a tremendous jolt to the new I8
i has been invigorating to return to Saskato®

Northwestern Lutheraﬂ, 3
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L

to-pers
reports i
atters littlef
te Or a Vi
his sped

orientat
n o tivatio
schedull
1ered inig
an intet
1ild rapp
ionary, W8 how the members have grown in faith and in num-
0 bers, to hear them sing familiar hymns, and to witness
the development of the congregation’s leadership
;‘-The missionaries bring them the good news of Jesus
@ Savior, We serve them further by training them in
ffiendship evangelism, by assisting them in planning,
ing them guidance in leadership, outreach, edu-
100, worship, stewardship, and fellowship.

hing out in the field

ving that kind of assistance helps us to keep
d on what's important. We easily fall into the
of equating property and buildings with
irch.” In reality, the church is people who have
Teached by the gospel and who go out to others
€ gospel.

ch is people reaching out to people like Betty,

ited ab Bame was retrieved from an “uninterested
e first W tIist” thrown into a wastebasket. Betty became
ose eatl €t of our WELS mission and has brought an
joy of il eleven souls to the Bible information classes.

'8 people reaching out to people like Jacob
i PakStinians from Jerusalem, now members
- {nlssion.

:dls People reaching out to people like the
h_e;W:Vns who were dri'ven out of their broken
= €re welcomed in one of our missions

Missionary
Thomas Unke
looks at the
growing mission
field in West Des
Moines, lowa.

Sunday school
at Lord of Love
in DeForest, Wis.

Mission counselors
work with these people:

0 Core groups—people interested in planting
God’s Word in their community with the
prayer that God will cause it to produce a con-
gregation

0 Outreach explorers—missionaries without an
organized congregation

0 Organized mission congregations

0 Missionaries who serve those congregations

where “we finally found a place where we belong.”

Church is people reaching out to people like the
head of a large business whose work could not satisfy
his internal restlessness. The gospel brought him the
peace his business success could not provide.

From the lakes to the mountains,
the seed of the message of Jesus
Christ as Savior is being planted. And,
the Lord, as he promised, is nurtur-
ing those tender growing plants.

Wayne Schulz is mission counselor for the following
WELS districts: Dakota-Montana, Minnesota, Northern
Wisconsin, and Western Wisconsin.




OPEN DOORS

How WELS serves
its young people

Do you have questions about the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod—how it functions, how decisions are made
and carried out? Synod administrators will provide some

answers.
This month Gerald F. Kastens, administrator for the

Commission on Youth Discipleship, answers questions about
resources and services for youth ministry.

What’s happening with the new Sunday school cur-
riculum?
The new curriculum, Christ-Light, is not just for
Sunday school, but also for Lutheran elementary
and high schools and for parents to use at home.

We don’t know exactly when the curriculum will
be ready. Over 100 people are writing the curricu-

Jerry Kastens is a
1970 graduate of
Dr. Martin Luther
College and
taught in Lutheran
schools until he
became adminis-
trator for youth
discipleship in
1991. His wife,
Sandra, teaches
at St. Paul, Lake
Mills, Wis. They
are the parents of
Heather, 19, and
Aaron, 17. Jerry
likes hunting, fish-
ing, and the
Minnesota
Vikings.

lum. They have finished approximately one third,
and should turn in another third by the end of this
year.

Congregations want the new youth curriculum
“yesterday,” but this is a plan of some magnitude. We
need to make final decisions on format and artwork.
The timetable also depends upon what busy pastors
and teachers, who are writing as many as 26 lessons
each, are able to complete.

Editing, formatting, and layout will be no small

task. Mr. Owen Dorn recently accepted a call to se
as curriculum editor. He began working on the ¢
riculum in January.

ow does the Commission on Youth Disciplesh '
(CYD) differ from the Commission on Pany
Schools (CPS)? g
Though the synod created both commissions i
serve young people and their families, CPS seri
Lutheran elementary and high schools. CYD’s focusi§
Sunday school, vacation Bible school, mid-week claf§s
confirmation class, teen Bible class, and cradle roll;
Though the new curriculum has been a maj
focus, we're also looking at other issues relati
youth and children’s ministry. CYD is conceri
about the following trends: “
e Thirty percent of the children who are bapiil
in WELS congregations are not being confirmed:
e An additional 40 percent drop away during!
early high school years. ]
e Only 20 percent of WELS teenagers participat
any formal Bible study.

commission offer for the church’s youth?

We offer Christ-centered opportunltié
resources for worship, education, service, fel
and recreation. CYD also equips members for
to children and youth. We provide resouf
Bible studies for Sunday school, vacation Bible s
and youth ministry leaders and teachers. i

We have several things planned: |

e A national Sunday school teachers’ CONVE
for July 79, 1995, in Milwaukee. That conver
be a springboard for future regional afl
resources for Sunday school teachers.

e A program to promote Sunday school @tk
tion Bible school, with four big books for f“
small children, a computer game, a childre‘
cal, and a witness comic book. )

e Resources and activities to O
tunity to become involved in ministry:

e Regional and annual international you,

What besides the Christ-Light curriculum ,

}‘ |

ffer teens ";

ministration

Please send your questions about the s nod ad "
el 4 \ayfair Rd,

to OPEN DOORS, Northwestern Lutheran, 2929 N
Milwaukee WI 53222-4398.
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“We experienced a 3.8 [on the
Richter scale] just an hour and a
half ago,” explained Shelah Found
of Thousand Oaks, California, about

1 to semye, 28 hours after the earthquake.
 the curl  People were still feeling the after-
shocks and will certainly feel the
aftereffects for a long time to come.
scipleship The quake rocked at least six
i Paﬁsh WELS congregations. Although it
1 yas still too early to assess all the
. - amage, no one knew of personal
P;SSK;Z:V gljuriis to its members. NIz) church

sustained major structural damage
either, although the stained-glass

I ywindow in one was “half out” and

1 the chandeliers in another had

~ smashed against the ceiling in a six-

concer
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WELS congregations ride out California earthquake

Some WELS families lost trea-
sured possessions and suffered seri-
ous structural damage to their
homes. Most have to deal with
severely damaged roads. Mary

To help earthquake victims,
send your gift to the Committee
on Relief, WELS Administration

Building, 2929 N Mayfair Rd,
Milwaukee WI 53222-4398.

Palmquist, Panorama City, mused
how their closest WELS neighbor
church, 20 minutes away two days
before, now is six hours away.
Valerie Weindorf, Sylmar, said
their family was without water,

“everything” in the house was
“tipped over,” and they had no elec-
tric power. The floor was split and
their walls cracked. Said Valerie,
“It’s a beautiful day in southern
California here. The sun is shining
and it’s warm.”

Her voice revealed a warm,
Christ-won confidence.

President Karl Gurgel visited the
congregations affected by the earth-
quake. “Our churches did not sus-
tain extensive damage,” he report-
ed. “There were no serious injuries
among WELS members, but nearly
everyone has suffered loss.” Gurgel
presented $200,000 as an initial gift
from the WELS Committee on
Relief.

re baptil
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- during 8§ lt's a whole new adventure, break-
~§ ingnew ground,” says Pastor
‘Theodore B. Olsen about the chal-
ge of his new position as presi-
deént of the amalgamated college to
' in New Ulm, Minn., in 1995.
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® The board of control needs to
complete the administrative team,
adding a vice president each for the
school of education and the school
of theology.

e Curriculum and facilities will
command the most attention imme-
diately.

® The faculties need to merge
into one effective team.

Olsen speaks of preserving the
integrity of the two ministerial pro-
grams, while promoting cooperation
and shared effort. He sees himself as
part of the team that will get the job
done. Reflecting on the enormity of
the task ahead, Olsen simply
affirms, “The Lord will provide.”

Pastor Mark G. Schroeder has
accepted the call as president of the
combined preparatory school in
Watertown, Wis. Schroeder is now
president of Northwestern
Preparatory School there, which will
merge with Martin Luther
Preparatory School. Schroeder says
he plans to keep the best from both
schools, and strengthen the pro-
gram that leads students to study

%_Olsen and Schroeder named new school presidents

Theodore Olsen, Mark Schroeder,
college preparatory school
president president

further for the public ministry.

Schroeder’s priorities:

® Establish the new faculty, cur-
riculum, and facilities.

° Develop the new school’s poli-
cies and establish its identity.

® Reach parents and others in the
church.

® Maintain a sense of continuity
for the combining schools.

Schroeder looks forward to work-
ing to preserve and strengthen the
purpose of the prep school to train
teens for ministry. To that end, he
asks, “Please keep us all in your
prayers.”
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WELS churches gave $15,471,890 in
mission offerings for 1993, leaving
the synod with an approximate
$300,000 shortfall from this source.
Congregations actually subscribed
to give $16,498,781—a subscription
shortfall of $1,026,891. The synod
anticipated some of the shortfall in
budgeting. Churches gave $285,256
less than in 1992. That figure repre-
sents the cost of more than five new
mission starts. It is the biggest drop
in offerings in Wisconsin Evangel-
ical Lutheran Synod history.
Asked what the decreased giving
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Synod mission offerings dip in 1993
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$16,000,000
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1992 1993

Congregational mission offerings

means, Pastor Daniel Malchow,
administrator of the Commission on
Communication for Financial
Support, cited a trend of little or no

increase in mission giving fort
years or more. “It reflects SO
ous financial problems in our
churches,” he said. “It’s a pros
in almost all parts of the s ‘
see it repeated also in other et
bodies.” .
One ray of light in the dar
ture is the Lift High the Crot
ing (see story on p- 6) and &5
that we will increase OUr £8
ing when the offering eﬂ‘
In addition, we can tharl_kx
cious God for the $15 mulis
received in 1993. J
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1/94 Picture a country about the size of
~ | Texas with 55 million people. It has
229 recently joined the ranks of the
newly industrialized countries.
214 Almost everyone is engaged in
? some sort of commerce. About 90
percent of the population is liter-
2,939 ate. The economy is booming, and
the way of life is changing.
7,088 You are picturing Thailand today.
Newly arrived missionary, John
363 Hartwig, reports: “Things are
| changing for the Thais, and these

| social and economic changes are
ending to break down barriers.
More than 99 percent of the peo-
ple in Thailand are not Christians.
And that is why we are here, to
share the gospel. Ours is an
loratory mission.”
§ However, much happened
before the actual exploratory work
gan. Hartwig highlights some of
the early behind-the-scenes goings
0 :
Language: “It’s fun, but frustrat-
Thai is a tonal language. It has
¢ tones—high, mid, low, rising,
ng. One word, for example
;' can be pronounced with four
Tent tones. So you can have a
ce like ‘Mai mai mai mai,
(pronounced with the follow-
ones: rising-low-falling-falling-
Translation: New silk doesn’t
light? That is an extraordi-
Y €xample, but you get the

Y

Using: “Late afternoon Helen
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take o long time), or they

Umps,

arch for g house, we’ll
ont of a house. But

g if it says ‘For sale’ or
'r Eggs for sale’ or

—
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A missionary in Thailand—

the first months

—

A common form of transportation in Thailand is the songthaew—a pickup truck with two
benches in the back.

‘Keep out’ or ‘Quarantine:
Bubonic plague.’”

Transportation: “Transportation
isn’t all that bad. There are the tuk-
tuks—three-wheeled motorcycles
with bench seat in the back. They
are even fun at first. You have to
barter for the price. With the heat,
noise and fumes of the busy streets,
it is impossible not to end up with a
massive headache after traveling
around town in fuk-tuks all day.

“The other alternative are the
songthaews—pickup trucks with two
benches down the sides in back.
They don’t drive any particular
routes. They cruise the streets and
you flag them down if you want a
ride.

“Nobody pays any attention to
lanes. Turn right from the far left
lane, why not? Drive down the mid-
dle of the street? Sure. Drive your
motorcycle on the wrong side of
the street against traffic.
Intersections are crazy whether the
stoplight is working or not.”

Shopping: “Bought school
clothes for the kids at the local
market. All manner of clothing is

to be had at reasonable prices, if
you can find it in the piles and

piles of stuff down all the narrow
aisles. I suspect—no, I know—we
are paying more than the locals.”

Visas and work permits: “We had
already made seven copies of our
birth certificates, marriage license,
inoculation records, diplomas, and
passports. Everything was in order
except for one small detail. They
didn’t need photocopies of just the
front page and visa page in our
passports, they needed photo-
copies of every single page in every
single passport and every page had
to be signed.

“When the visa is issued, we can
start applying for the work permit,
which entails the same kind of
paperwork. By the time the work
permit is issued it is time to start
applying all over again since both
the visa and the work permit are
issued retroactively to the time you
first arrived in the country.”

Amid all this and more, the
exploratory work has also begun.
Pray for our missionaries in
Thailand.
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Rescue

Wian Taber, a police officer of 27
years, was only eight blocks from
the scene when the emergency
call came last July 29. A parked
car had rolled free and plunged
into Beaver Dam Lake, with a two-
year-old boy trapped inside.

The day was windy, and high
waves were on the lake. When

’

“Jesus was in
the back seat
with_John,
holding him,
Jesus held up
the car,
and Jesus pulled
the car door
open.”

#

Taber arrived, the car’s front end
was mostly under water. He pulled
off his gun belt and jumped into
the lake. The water was up to the
windows and he was unable to get

NEWS AROUND THE WELS

Everyone at St. Stephen, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, was talking

about a rescue of a child last summer—because the child and
his mother, and the police officer and the emergency medical
technician who rescued them, all are members of St. Stephen.

a door open.

The boy, John Kock, was stand-
ing on the back seat with water up
to his waist. Taber called to him to
stay where he was, that they would
get him out soon. “The little guy
was great.” said Taber. “He wasn’t
crying or getting excited.”

Taber grabbed the bumper so
the car couldn’t sink further or be
pulled out into the lake by the
waves.

Within minutes of Taber’s
arrival, the Beaver Dam rescue
unit arrived. Emergency medical
technician Doug Sackett immedi-
ately jumped into the water. On
his second attempt he opened the
door, grabbed John, and got him
to shore.

John was transported to the
hospital, still holding the change
his mother had given him to
spend at the store before his
unexpected ride. He came home
with a few bumps and bruises.

Cited for heroism, officer
Taber modestly shuns the atten-
tion. To those who ask, however,

he is quick to say, “Jesus was in the

back seat with John, holding him,
Jesus held up the car, and Jesus
pulled the car door open for
Doug.”

Obituaries

Alma W. Thlenfeldt
1908-1993

Alma W. Ihlenfeldt was born Julyg:
1908, in Morrison, Wisconsin. She
died December 12, 1993, in Greep § D2
Bay, Wisconsin. :! lLa

She was a graduate of Milwauk
Lutheran High School and atten
ed Concordia Teachers College,
River Forest, Ill. She taughtin
Lutheran elementary schools in-
Oakwood, LaCrosse, Maribel, and
Morrison, Wisconsin. She retired
1979. 4

Four brothers preceded herin
death. Survivors are two sistersin
law and nieces and nephews. -K

s /R

William E. Woltmann ]
1904-1993

William Erdman Woltmann was
born June 4, 1904, in Dodge
County, Wis. He died October 12
1993, in Weyauwega, Wis.

A 1929 graduate of Dr. Ma tin
Luther College, and later of G
Michigan University, he taught
congregations in Michigan at
City, Bay City, Owosso, and Flin
also was principal, organist, i
choir director. 5

He is survived by his wifé,
daughters Wanda (David)
and Wilma Johnson; seven §&
children; brother, Arthur (Shi
and sister, Anita (Harold) Kuf
three stepsons; and eleven *
grandchildren. He was prece
death by his first wife, Erna. =

dad told him mocking b
tate sounds they hear. %
said Justin, “make it sing
Loves Me.””

happy and you never want to
leave,” I replied.
“] know—heaven is like staying
at Grandma’s,” answered Rachel.
Ruth Burfeind
Lewiston, Minnesota

Touch of laughter

Rachel was five years old when
she attended the funeral of a fami-
ly friend. That night as I tucked
her into bed she asked, “Mommy,
what is heaven like?”

“In heaven you are always very

Contributions are welcome- P
LAUGHTER, Northwestern [

Justin, age 4, and his father were
Mayfair Rd, Milwaukee W) 53222

listening to a mocking bird. His
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After 50 years, brother and sister reunited

Nearly 50 years ago, a brother and
sister praised God together at the
paptism of the woman’s daughter.
Then World War II intervened. The
woman, Vera Papins, whose hus-
pand died in the war, fled her native
Latvia with her daughter Aija. Her
prother Janis Dumpis fought in the
Latvian army and was eventually
captured by the Russians. Vera emi-
grated to Canada where she is a
member of Divine Word Lutheran
Church in Nepean (near Ottawa).
After his release, Janis remained in
Latvia.

In an attempt to find his sister, in

1992 Janis placed an ad in LAIKS, a
newspaper for Latvian emigrés in
North America. It worked. In

In spite of 50 years of
communism, Janis never
lost his faith.

e e s D R e R A L A DR e S G a]|

August 1992 he and Vera had a tear-
ful telephone reunion. Then, in July
19938, Janis came to Canada for a
month-long visit.

Vera’s pastor, Allen Lindke,
reports that Janis was overwhelmed

by the abundance of food and other
goods in Ottawa. “He refused to
toast his bread,” said Lindke. “After
decades of stale, often hard bread, it
baffled him that anyone would
deliberately dry it out.”

Most of all, Janis and Vera were
thankful to God for the reunion.
During the years of communist
oppression, Lindke reported, “Janis
never lost his faith and his love for
God’s Word. So he said, when the
difficult time came to depart, ‘We
may not see each other again here,
but we will see each other forever in
heaven.””

~ Arizona-California
’ District

Southeastern
Wisconsin District

New start in El Paso . . . Fifty-five

people attended the first service of
Victory in Christ, El Paso, Texas,

' December 5. Pastor Daniel

| Baumler reports that the previous

| Sunday seven children, ages 2 to

‘a‘ 15, were baptized. The opening

Sérvice was held in the church’s

- 0Wn building, since an earlier

‘ S mission had served there

il its closing in May 1992.

‘ L, St. Joseph, is developing a

J€ar plan in anticipation of a
enrollment increase. Acting

Pal Danicl Schmal reports
Tollment is expected to

over 20 percent. The esti-

ased on a survey of ele-

studsents who plan to

—James L. Langebartels

Wisco helps food pantry . . .
Wisconsin Lutheran High School,
Milwaukee, students and faculty
members collected over $2000 and
25 shopping carts of food for the
St. Marcus Food Pantry, which pro-
vides groceries for families in
need. The school’s student council
organized the drive.

—Robert A. Sievert

Western Wisconsin
District

Mass media outreach . . . Good
Shepherd, Beloit, New Life,
Rockford, Ill., and Peace, Loves
Park, IlI., have joined in a mass-
media effort representing the
WELS churches of the “state-line
area.” The congregations are spon-
soring LifeTalk, a series of two-
minute radio devotions, for ten
weeks. The churches are also invit-
ing the public to a marriage
enrichment workshop and Easter
worship services.

Newborn “daughter” . . . Five

“mother” congregations in the
Wausau area have pledged $5,000
each to assist Mountain of the
Lord, an exploratory mission in
Rib Mountain. Daniel Solofra was
assigned as the mission’s first pas-
tor.

Workshops for church leaders . . .
The Board for Parish Services con-
ducted workshops for district
church leaders at Madison and
Tomah in early February.
“Servitude of Leadership” was the
theme.

First chapel in Ladysmith . . .
Last July 25 Our Redeemer,
Ladysmith, dedicated its first
chapel. The 41 members, with the
help of Pastor Jeffrey Seelow from
Cornell, have been operating with-
out any subsidy from the synod.
They received a $40,000 Church
Extension Fund loan for the
chapel.

New parsonage . . . In October,
Faith, Reedsburg, dedicated a new
parsonage located in the subdivi-
sion adjoining the church proper-
ty. Faith is served by Pastor David
Maertz.

—=Elton C. Stroh
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Native pastor ordained in Hong Kong

Evangelist Tse Tat Chiv was ordained
at Salem-Lai King church in Hong
Kong October 31. Lai King is one of
the congregations that make up the
South Asian Evangelical Lutheran
Mission (SALEM).

Tse, 35, was baptized and con-
firmed at Salem-Grace church in
1980. He had been active in lay min-
istry when he was called as evange-

America no longer Christian . . .
Western Christendom now lives in
the post—Constantinian era, accord-
ing to The Religion & Society Report.,
published by the Rockford Institute
of Rockford, Illinois. No longer do
we necessarily enjoy the guaranteed
toleration for Christians that
Emperor Constantine decreed in
the Edict of Milan in AD 313.
Instead there has been “the growing
estrangement of Western culture
from its Christian roots.” The “terms
‘Christian civilization’ and
‘Christendom’ have become increas-
ingly less applicable.” The report
concludes that “one may no longer
speak in any really meaningful sense
of ‘Christian America.””

Culture war . . . A book, One
Nation Under God: Religion in
Contemporary American Society, reveals
new insights into the religious cli-
mate of the United States today.
Based on a survey of 113,000
Americans, the authors identify 86.2
percent of Americans as “Christian,”
but go on to note: “. . . the thoughts
and values of the average churchgo-
er are less often derived from reli-
gious sources than from secular
ones.” The study identifies a “cul-
ture war” going on in America, not
a battle between liberals and conser-
vatives but rather a generational
war, one in which the baby-boomers
(Americans born between 1946 and

/‘
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list to establish a
congregation in
Lai King estate. He
later graduated
from Salem’s Bible
Institute and even-
tually from its sem-
inary.

The Lai King
church became

Tse Tat Chiv

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD

1964) are being collectively pried
loose from their parents’ traditional
religious moorings as they seek their
own spiritual identities. Many young
Americans may identify with tradi-
tional religious groups, but they are
radically re-shaping those labels to
fit their unique needs.

A child’s view . . . A poll by the
religion-based, politically conserva-
tive Family Research Council leads
to the conclusion that it might help
all of us to look at the “family” issues
of today from the perspective of
children. When people were asked
to look at issues from a child’s view-
point, 93 percent of Americans said
children suffer when their parents
divorce; 83 percent said it is better
for a child to be born into a two-par-
ent family; 87 percent said they
believe it is better for a child to be
cared for by his or her mother than
by day care; and 84 percent thought
children are harmed by the pres-
ence of sexually explicit material
and adult entertainment in society.

Dead Sea Scrolls available . . .
After more than 40 years, the Dead
Sea Scrolls are now available for all
to see and study. Until recently, only
the scholarly team appointed by the
Israeli Antiquities Authority to edit
and translate the scrolls and text
fragments had full access to them. It
took a bitter two-year battle between

self-supporting within three ye ,"\‘
Its average Sunday worship atgey
dance is 135. Tse, who continye
serve Lai King, also serves as yig
chairman of SALEM.

—Gary Sclyg

News reported in this section is apgy
Confessional Evangelical Lutheran
an international federation of which
member.

the official team and other ‘a
but now “there is total and o;
access to the scrolls,” and the f
of Dead Sea Scrolls research ha
“entered into a Golden Age.”

The scrolls, generally writte
ing a period from 200 years b
Christ to 68 years after his birt
including some of the earlies
uscripts of biblical books, haye
vided immense amounts of inf
tion about the formation of
Judaism and early Christi

Norman Vincent Peale di
After more than 50 years oL p
ing, world-renowned Rev.
Vincent Peale died on G
Eve at age 95. Peale was best
for his 1952 self-help classic’
Power of Positive Thinking, Wi
sold more than 15 million €0
33 languages. :

Baptisms decrease . . . Th
Southern Baptist Conventior
nation’s largest Protestant de
nation, has announced that
number of baptisms in th(?;
has dropped for the secon'
a row. The estimated nums g
baptisms for 1993 was 3500
down 5 percent from the.
baptisms in 1992. The yeall
declines followed four ye&=
increased baptisms, peasite
at 397,000.
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Episcopalians face their second
major staff reduction in the
1990s . . . Citing an anticipated $4-
$5 million shortfall in 1995,
Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning
warned of impending layoffs. At the
center of the denomination’s finan-

I
|
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cial difficulties is the growing tenden-
Cy among parishes to keep higher
percentages of offerings for use at
the local level, rather than sending
funds on to regional and national
church bureaucracies. Just two years
ago the church eliminated about

one-ifth of the staff positions at
national headquarters, also because
of budgetary shortfalls.

News reported in this section is derived from
Religious News Service, Ecumenical Press
Service, Evangelical Press Service, and
Lutheran World Information.

Top ten religion stories of 1993

When Religious News Service listed the top religion
stories of 1993, Northwestern Lutheran wondered

RNS news

1. The Israel-Palestine Liberation Organization
accord. Relations among Jews, Christians, and
Muslims were permanently changed because of the
handshake between Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat.

2. The Branch Davidian tragedy. David Koresh and
his group illustrated how diabolical cult leaders
manipulate people.

3. The sex abuse scandals involving Catholic clergy.

4. The heightened search for spirituality. The search
has often bypassed traditional religions for such
groups as the “New Age.”

5. Islamic extremism. The World Trade Center

mbing was one stark reminder of this.

. The Religious Right. Groups like Pat Robertson’s
hristian Coalition” remained highly active in the

| political arena.

In.terreligious warfare. The bitter Hindu-Muslim
i 1C_F in India intensified. Orthodox Serbs, Roman
I¢ Croatians, and Islamic Bosnians were caught
orrendous national-religious warfare.

Yorld Youth Day in Denver. Pope John Paul II
€8sed nearly 300,000 young Catholics from many
t.e world. He used Denver as a giant pulpit to
S hlls moral teachings on many issues, including
ty of life,
ethics. Clonip

g of human embryos and physi-
I8ted suicides ’ i

challenged the status quo.

‘ arliament of the World’s Religions.
s ths CO partici.pants came to Chicago from
OMmunitjes ranging from Judaism and
to Ne€o-pagans and modern-day witches.

about the “religiousness” of most of them. We offer
the following:

God’s news

John 14:27: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

John 8:12: I am the light of the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.

1 Timothy 3:2: Now the overseer must be above
reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable. . . .

John 8:31,32: If you hold to my teaching, you are real-
ly my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.

Psalm 5:4: You are not a God who takes pleasure in
evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell.

Matthew 28:19,20: Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you.

2 Corinthians 10:3,4: Though we live in the world, we
do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we
fight with are not the weapons of the world.

John 10:10: T have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.

Isaiah 29:16: You turn things upside down, as if the
potter were thought to be like the clay!

John 14:6: Jesus answered: ‘I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
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The deadline for submitting notices is

six weeks before publication date.

MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS

The Medical Clinic on Wheels, a medical mission of
Thoughts of Faith (a church-related organization of the
ELS), seeks a medical director to coordinate the medical
program based in Ternopil, Ukraine. Qualifications include
MD licensure, ability to travel to Ukraine three to four
times a year, a high degree of medical and personal
ethics, and strong devotion to conservative Lutheranism.
The clinic also seeks doctors and dentists to volunteer 10-
14 days or more in Ternopil.

For more information, contact Ed Meier, PO Box 37,
Stoughton WI 53589; 608/873-5099; Fax 608/873-1630.

REQUEST FOR COLLOQUY

James F. Esmeier, formerly a teacher in the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, has requested a colloguy for
the purpose of becoming a member of the teacher roster
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
Correspondence relative to this request should be
addressed to the president of the Southeastern Wisconsin
District: Pastor David N. Rutschow, 527 Sixty-third Street,
Downers Grove IL 60516.

CHURCH LIBRARIANS
WECLO, the WELS church librarians organization,

will meet April 9 at Salem, 2400 N Cramer, Milwaukee.

Registration begins at 9 a.m., meeting at 9:30.
Registration fee is $7.00.

Program will include a panel discussion on criteria to
use when choosing books for church libraries, book
exchange, book display, and question and answer period.
Lunch will be provided.

Eor more information, write WECLO, 2929 N Mayfair
Rd, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398 or call 414/256-3222 from
8a.m.to4p.m.

AREA CODE CHANGE
In the Michigan area, if you dial area code 810 and
you receive a message such as “Your call cannot be com-
pleted as entered,” try dialing area code 313. You should
be able to get through to the correct telephone number.
Some of the 810 area codes listed in the 1994 Yearbook
are in error.

WELS Connection videotapes

March topics

s Rural churches

» WELS Kingdom Workers

April topics

o Child Care

o Easter message from
President Gurgel

For more information, contact CCFS,
WELS Administration Building, 2929 N
Mayfair Road, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398.
Cost of a year's subscription is $54.

ITEMS AVAILABLE

HYMNALS—30 blue and red, for cost of shipping. Our
Redeemer, W8715 Port Arthur, Ladysmith WI 54848;
715/532-5382.

ORGAN—Kimball, electric, partial pedal. Free for cost of
shipping. Contact Joel Zabel; 612/972-2283.

ANNIVERSARY

WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN—Jordan (100). Music
Sunday, April 17. Christian Education Sunday, May 22.
Festival Sunday, Sept. 11. All services at 8 and 10:15
a.m. Festival dinner, Sept. 11. Former choir members are
invited to join the festival choir. Former teachers are
asked to call the church office. For more information call
414/327-2030.

NOTICES

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN SEMINARY
Mequon, Wisconsin
CHORUS TOUR 1994

Mar.23 7:00 pm Grace Milwaukee WI

Mar. 30 7:30 pm  St.John Baraboo WI

Mar. 31 7:30 pm Mt. Olive Overland Park KS
Apr. 1 7:30 pm  Immanuel N Richland Hills TX
Apr. 2 7:30 pm  Christ the Lord Houston TX

Apr.3 10:15am  Lord of Life Friendswood TX
Apr. 3 7:30 pm  Gethsemane  Corpus Christi TX
Apr. 4 7:30 pm  Abiding Savior Weslaco TX

Apr. 5 7:00 pm  Our Savior San Antonio TX
Apr. 6 7:30 pm  Risen Savior Austin TX

Apr. 7 7:30 pm  Calvary Dallas TX

Apr. 8 7:30 pm  St. Paul Plymouth NE

Apr. 9 7:30 pm  St. Peter Balaton MN
Apr.10 10:30am  St. Paul N Mankato MN
Apr. 10 3:30 pm  Trinity Nicollet MN

DR. MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE
New Ulm, Minnesota
CHOIR TOUR 1994

Mar. 27 7:00 pm  St. Croix LHS St. Paul MN
Mar. 28  7:00 pm  Trinity Neenah WI
Mar. 29 7:00 pm  Wis. Luth. Seminary Mequon WI
Mar. 30 7:00 pm  Friedens Kenosha WI
Mar. 31 6:30 pm  St. Mark Green Bay WI
Apr. 1 1:30 pm  Trinity Brillion WI
Apr. 1 7:00 pm  Bethany Manitowoc WI
Apr. 2 6:30 pm  St. Matthew Appleton WI
Apr.3  9:30am Eternal Love Appleton WI
Apr. 3 7:00 pm  St. Matthew Winona MN
Apr.10  7:30pm St Paul New Uim MN

MARTIN LUTHER PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin

CHOIR TOUR 1994

Mar. 24 7:30 pm St Paul Norfolk NE
Mar. 27 9:30 am  Shepherd of Reno NV

the Mountains
Mar. 27 7:00 pm St. Mark Citrus Heights CA
Mar. 28 7:00 pm Apostles San Jose CA
Mar. 29 7:30 pm St. Paul First N. Hollywood CA
Mar.30 7:30 pm King of Kings ~ Garden Grove CA
Mar. 31 7:30 pm  Living Word Mission Viejo CA
Apr. 1 7:30 pm  Beautiful Savior Carlsbad CA
Apr.3  7:00am Reformation San Diego CA
Apr.3  10:00 am Shepherd of La Mesa CA

the Hills
Apr. 4 7:30 pm  Pilgrim Mesa AZ
Apr.5  7:30pm Mt Calvary Flagstaff AZ
Apr.6  7:30 pm Peace Rio Rancho NM
Apr.7  7:30 pm Gethsemane Oklahoma City OK

CHANGES IN MINISTRY

PASTORS:

Kahrs, Steven R., from Zion, Mission, S. Dak., to St.
Paul, Las Animas/Christ Our Savior, Ordway, Col.

Kruschel, Herbert R., from Our Savior, Daytona Beach,
Fla., to retirement

Lindemann, Carl A., from St. Peter, Eldorado, Wis., to
Our Savior, Bismarck, N. Dak.

Olsen, Theodore B., from Martin Luther Preparatory
School, Prairie du Chien, Wis., to combined col-
lege, New Ulm, Minn.

Sauer, Stephen B., from Martin Luther, Oshkosh, Wis., to
Emanuel, Denmark/exploratory, Green Bay, Wis.

Scheele, Martin J., from Faith, Sussex, Wis., to
exploratory, Ft. Walton Beach, Fla.

Schroeder, Mark G., from Northwestern Preparatory
School, Watertown, Wis., to combined preparatory
school, Watertown, Wis.

Schulz, Thomas A., from Shepherd, Albuguerque, N.
Mex., to Salem, Scottsdale, Ariz.

Unnasch, John F., from Our Redeemer, Wabasha,
Minn., to Trinity, Nicollet, Minn.

TEACHERS:

Bartsch, Anna L., to St. John, Juneau, Wis.

Cross, Julia C., to St. John, Newark, Del.

Esmay, Stephanie, to Salem, Owosso, Mich.

Petersen, Alvira M., from St. Paul, Green Bay, Wis., to
retirement

Plitzuwelt, James A., from Fox Valley LHS, Appleton,
Wis., to Arizona Lutheran Academy, Phoenix, Ariz.

Schmidt, Bobbl Jo, to Shepherd of the Mountains, Reno,
Nev.

Weiss, Monica L., from Divine Grace, Lake Orion, Mich.,
to Zion, Monroe, Mich.

Wels, Ronald M., from lllinois LHS, Crete, Ill., to

Minnesota Valley LHS, New Ulm, Minn.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

Retreat for women at Minocqua, Wis., April 23, g
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Pointe. Speakers are Pastor Anthd
Schulz and Mrs. Charlene Lauersdorf. For further infy
mation call Judy Ehlke; 715/356-1310. Send registraﬁ
fee of $15 per person by April 15 to Sue Bowman, gpy
Hwy J, Woodruff WI 54568. 1

MUSIC CAMP FOR TEENS

Dr. Martin Luther College invites young people
are completing the 10th or 11th grade to a music cg
July 11-14. It will include private lessons in voice or jngt
ment, ensemble participation, worship, library projeg
and recreation. Cost is $140 and enrollment is limiteg
24. Write or call Summer Camps, DMLC, 1884 Collsgs 8 |
Heights, New Uim MN 56073-3300; 1-800-686-4142, = |

CHURCH MUSIC WORKSHOPS

Dr. Martin Luther College offers one-day, nongrs
workshops for church organists, handbell chirs,g
church choir directors. For further information on'
workshops and how to make arrangements for them, og
tact your district Board for Parish Services worship ooy
‘nator, or contact Special Services, DMLC, 1884 Coles
Heights, New Ulm MN 56073-3300; 1-800-686-4142,

OVERSEAS LAY WORKERS NEEDED

WELS Kingdom Workers seeks college gradua
work in the Far East in any of these areas: teach
establish or teach computer courses, or establish b

al work and willing to commit two years or more ove
Housing and other resources are provided.

Contact Dale Mueller, WELS Kingdom Workers, 2
N Mayfair Rd, Suite 204, Wauwatosa WI 53226; 4147
6848; or toll-free 1-800-466-9357; FAX 414/771-6130,

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CANADA 1

WELS Kingdom Workers seeks volunteersit
evangelism program in the Toronto area in th
Duties will include mailings, phone canvassing,
to-door evangelism. Time commitment can be
weeks. Contact Dale Mueller, WELS Kingdom
2401 N Mayfair Rd, Suite 204, Wauwatosa Wi
free 1-800-466-9357; FAX 414/771-6130.

RN OR EMT VOLUNTEERS

Camp Phillip seeks registered nurses or EMTs
unteer as health care director for one-week and @
sessions at Son Shine camp this summer. Contéd
Huhn, Camp Phillip, Rt 3 Box 190, Wautoma VI
414/787-1085. i

SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE

Camp Phillip, a ministry of the Milwaukee Fé¢
of WELS churches, needs applicants for
positions for May 31-Aug. 17 Counselors,
director, lifeguards, adventure coordinator,
drama coordinator, junior staff director. A
be WELS Christians experienced and mo
with children. Positions provide room and
$1325-$2000. 3

For application packets and more info
Steve Huhn, Camp Phillip, Rt 3 Box 190, W
54982; 414/787-1085.

As men, women, and chi
united in faith and wors
by the word of God, the Wi
Evangelical Lutheran synod
make disciples throughout & :
for time and for eternity, US"
gospel to win the [0st for LT
to nurture believers for
tian service, all to the glof

=
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he atonement isn’t only a doctrine of the
Bible, something to talk about or think

about. It’s also something we live from the
'S NEEDED

time we get up in the morning to the time
e graduatesh G . 1
S eaoh Enge  We lie down again.

s, or esbIBEE Simple faith in the atonement gives us all the bless-
inc i %

75 of More oV ings that Jesus accomplished on the cross, not the

least of which is heaven, and it also changes us.
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One thing the atonement changes is the way we
think about other people. Paul experienced this
thange of thinking in his life after he was converted to
Christianity and had a clear understanding of the
donement. He wrote, “So from now on we regard no

\:,Tl,f:ezs:)r evrsoip O0€ from a worldly point of view” (2 Corinthians 5:16).

ot ad 4 th the Holy Spirit working in us, we don’t think of

v, Wautoma WISHE Other people as the world does. The world looks at out-
| Ward dppearances—Ilooks, ethnic background,

AILABLE et dctions—og though those are most important.

o Milwaukee &t

cants for the folf €don’t do that. We see others according to God’s

elors, . . 5 . s
%OolJrgisnaAor,l System. That system is simply this: Christ died
Tiﬁéﬂénot‘i)\ad €m too. Their life is worth something. Indeed, it
oom and boar® &

i Worth everything, because it cost the Father in heav-
nggexir;fg(')"‘ Wything. Tt cost him his Son. All human life, no
] L 4 N o .

1 ‘how depraved, becomes infinitely valuable

WE€ have gained 5 greater appreciation of the
ent.

1 the how we think about Christ

?%MELS ’ tgﬁfment also changes our thinking about
i .80¢s on, “Though we once regarded

" c:ghipé' [ t.hls Wway, we do so no longer.” A worldly

i;"’\‘;ws n fV:;;W f€garding Christ is that he is only a
Synod exi € Christian faith; but after I study the

ghout r,tw.; ; 1, he becomes my leader.

nity, lésr: v Otldly poin of view regarding Christ is that

‘:of:’; ves of 'enfred and died on the cross. In my study

e glory 0% €Nt the Holy Spirit convinces me that
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How the atonement
changes us

The atonement isn’t just
an abstract doctrine. It changes
the way we think and live.

by Fredric E. Piepenbrink

Lord, my Savior, my Redeemer. He is precious to me.
I don’t have a better friend than Jesus.

It changes our actions

Knowing that Jesus is my best friend also changes
my actions. Paul said, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). We, who by God’s
grace believe in the atonement, have gone through a
death process. We have died to sin, just as surely as
Jesus died to death on the cross. And when you are
dead to sin, you are alive in Christ. Christ’s atonement
becomes our reason for living, our motivation for
doing good. His love for us compels our love for him.

It changes our calling

Finally, we live the atonement every day in our
Christian witness. Paul concludes, “We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). The defini-
tion of an ambassador is one whose personal interests
are overshadowed by his office. He puts his own inter-
ests aside and he represents the interest of his nation.

As a people who understand the atonement, our
calling is that of being Christ’s ambassadors. God
makes his interests known through us. And Christ’s
interest is that all human creatures know their sins
have been covered and they can enjoy a close, loving,
confident relationship with the Father.

As Christ’s ambassadors, our mission is to bring to
others a sense of God’s desire to win them as his
friend. We are to be a Christ to them, as though
through us Jesus was walking up to
them personally and inviting them
to faith. When they see us, they
should see Christ. That is living the
atonement.

Fredric Piepenbrink is pastor of Atonement, Milwaukee.
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;g If you had only
f\; one year to live,

i Mankato, Minnesota, newspaper survey asked
young people, “If you had only one year to live,
% what would you do?”
‘ Pastor Thomas Zahn of St. Mark in Mankato asked
his confirmation class the same question.

\

\ 14 e “| would do all the things | dreamed of doing,
like going on the Wheel of Fortune and driving a

‘ sports car, going to Hawaii and Europe.”

« “| would have a big party and invite all my friends.”

\ o “| would want to own a red or maybe black con-

\ vertible and drive it to a Michael Jackson concert and

| meet him in person.”

e “| would get my head shaved, because I've

\ always wanted to get my hair cut that way, and my

; favorite athlete, Michael Jordan, has it cut that way.”

1 s “Since | am going to die, it would probably not

' matter what my health is. Then what | would do is eat

all the junk food | want.”

e “If | had only one year to live, | would do three
things. First, | would go to Brazil and tell rain-forest
Indians about Jesus. They are so isolated that no one
ever goes to see them. Second, | would visit every-
one | care about and make sure they know | love
them very much. Finally, | would spend as much time
. as | could with my family. And NO doctors, hospitals,

\ or medicines.”

| e “| would devote my whole life to God, meaning |

l will try not to sin and | would go all over teaching
God's Word.”

L o “| would live my normal life but | would go to

L i church and really listen to what the pastor is trying to
say. | would go to confirmation class and study it well.
| would read the Bible and explain everything to
other people. | am going to do this so that everybody
will believe and have faith.”

TEENTALK

what would you do?

“Thank God for Christian education, which prepares
young people for this life and the next.” E

Answers from teens in hewspaper survey

Answers from teens in confirmation class

“What a difference Christianity makes!” says Zah |

If you had only one year to live, what would you
do? How would you answer that question? j

.
 “Me die? This can’t be happening! | know |
haven’t been feeling well lately, but die? Why
Why do | have to die in a year?” 1
« “| would try to do more daring things; sky dii
sounds like something | would like to do.” :
» “Going to Disney World before | die would b
great pleasure.”

« “| would spend more time with my family. |
want to have fond memories of the laughs we sha
to take to my grave.” ;

e “| would become a nun and try to get on
good side before the big day.” !

Sl

« “| would study the Bible regularly and atten
church like always. | would also just live my nofrm
life and do the same things | normally do, becat
wouldn’t have to worry about eternal death.”

« “| would spread God’s Word as much as | ca
a year.” , !
« “| would devote my life to God and preacfi€
others, and learn all | can about Jesus.” j
o “| would repent, see Jesus’ birthplace, P
casket and prepare my funeral and pick out m
stone, adopt a child, and try to get my aunt ant
family to go to church.”
o “| would make sure | believe, had strong

and ask for forgiveness.” 1

Please send brief articles, artwork, photos, or news on teef_l
TEENTALK, Northwestern Lutheran, 2929 N Mayfair Road, M
53222-4398. E

2
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h he numbers profiling
| violence in America are
shocking. An authority on
.. the subject recites the grim
statistics: “We have a homicide rate for
young mern four times higher than the
hn. | [ext most violent country in the
ares | world, Scotland, and a rate 70 times
that of Austria. The FBI estimates that
‘OU 1 1 8 million Americans are victims of
violence each year, and that number
excludes most family violence. Each
month about 420 children die from
nshot injuries. Each year we spend
about $64 billion paying for the costs
ne? | associated with violence. Each day we
| become more fearful of violence.”

diving

{fs

-0.L0Hd 13gIFHOS NIAZ ‘sHN

What'’s to be done? Some suggest
building more jails and giving longer
sentences. Yet in the past decade we
have doubled our prison population.
Tougher gun control laws are not
likely initially to retard the slaughter
‘of the innocent, considering that half
ofall homes already possess deadly
Weapons. Some advocate putting more
police officers on city streets.

i bea

his I_

Blame for violence in America is
d on judges, schools, church, and
me. Loads of criticism is heaped on
evision. And there’s no doubt that
evision deserves its share of blame.
?[.)eople view repeatedly on

10n cannot help but affect their

fgct, television may foster
€ 1In ways not always fully
lated. The 1993 autumn issue
ilson Quarterly includes three
1 television and American
‘ C.)r.le of these makes the point
levision has replaced church,
: il d workplace in shaping

4 forand has speeded changes in

talk and ac(.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Violence and the tongue

television sitcoms and talk shows for
encouraging in many people a
tendency toward conversation which
prizes quickness over knowledge. He
points out that Americans increasingly
adopt the “one-liner.” Mockery and
snide comebacks have become part of
a national style that manifests hostility
toward almost everything and
everyone. A “knowingly snide attitude
derisive of all authority has become so
prevalent, he concludes, it deserves
the tag of “hipness unto death.”

”»

Violence begins in the sinful
heart, and long before it breaks out in
hostile action, is likely to express itself
with the tongue. To attack with words
is a first step to attacking with a fist or
gun or blade. Here is where one must
make a first assault on violence: guard
your tongue that it speak no evil.

A famous writing from the 15th
century, The Imitation of Christ, cites the
misuse of the tongue as a character-
istic of the person who is not at peace:
“The man who is at peace is not
suspicious of others, but the
discontented, restless man is harried
by suspicion. He often says what ought
not to be said, and fails to do what he
should; he is intent on the duty of
others and neglects his own.”

Whoever is able to bridle the
tongue will be able to control the
whole body. To check violence, check
first the tongue.

Victor H. Prange

Victor Prange is pastor .
of Peace, Janesville, Wisconsin.

Long before it
breaks out in
hostile action,
violence 1s likely
to express itself
with the tongue.
10 attack with
words s the
Jurst step toward
attacking with
a fist.




YOUR QUESTION, PLEASE

by John F. Brug

My husband, a regular church-goer, is abusive. He points
to articles about the completeness of forgiveness of sins as
proof that he can act any way he wants and still be for-
given. Is he right?

We should be careful to distinguish true guilt from
feelings of guilt. Guilt is the condition of being sub-
ject to punishment because of unforgiven sin. Every
unrepentant sinner is guilty. He will be punished by
God.

Feelings of guilt are as necessary to our spiritual
well-being as a sense of pain is to our physical well-
being. Without pain we would have no warning
against dangers such as a hot stove burning our hand.
When we have broken God’s law, feelings of guilt
warn us against the deadly danger of sin.

When sin is forgiven, no guilt remains. We should
reassure troubled consciences by pointing them to
the complete payment Christ made for every sin.

Feeling guilty when God has declared you innocent
is unhealthy. Using God’s grace and forgiveness as an
excuse to think lightly of sin is, however, just as
unhealthy. Even though the Father has declared the
whole world forgiven, if we despise the forgiveness

e e e B B S S S i P O T

The Bible warns
very strongly
against
delibemteiy
continuing in sin.
e e et

Christ won for us and become indifferent to sin, our
guilt remains upon us and we have no forgiveness.

The Bible warns very strongly against deliberately
continuing in sin. “If we deliberately keep on sin-
ning after we have received the knowledge of the
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will
consume the enemies of God” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
True repentance involves more than walking into
church and mouthing the words of the confession of
sins. Where there is true repentance, there will also
be the intention, with the help of God, to correct
our sinful life, to repair as much as possible the
harm: our sins have caused, and to struggle against
repeating the same sins.

What do we know about the method of Jesus’ cruci
There are conflicting accounts of how crucifixion y,
done and the kinds of crosses used. ]

There was no set method for crucifixion, the pq
horrible form of execution in the ancient world, T}
sadistic imagination of the executioners determjy
the torments and forms of mockery. :

The cross could be anything from a plank to a ”

a T-shaped cross, or the cross familiar as a Ch istia
symbol. Normally the victim carried only the ey

gl

Crucifixion—the most
horrible form of execution.

beam to the execution site. He was tied or nailed
the beam, and it was raised up to a pole. A peg ui
his crotch supported his body weight to keep hi
from dying too quickly of suffocation. Crucifixion
designed to be a slow death. 4
The descriptions of Jesus’ crucifixion make it ¢l
that he was nailed to the cross through his hands
feet. The title above his head makes it likely his@
was in the traditional form. It is likely that thed
were nailed to the cross through the wrist to bé
support his weight. This does not contradic
gospels, since the Greek word for “hand” includé
lower arm. i
Certainly the people of Jesus’ day nee
description of the horrible nature of crucil
Perhaps today, when the cross has become a bed
symbol, we need to remember its real nature.
Yet the gospels do not dwell on the cruel d
that death. They rather matter-of-factly record
ity and point us to its meaning. Scripture direct
attention to the love of the victim, rather thanf'
cruelty of the executioners. 4
It is not so much how Jesus died that shOUl
our attention. The important truth about Jes
fixion is that his death was forl

Send your questions to QUESTIONS, Nt
Lutheran, 2929 N Mayfair Road, Mil
53222-4398. Questions of general int

ferred. Questions will be answered, h°,
through this column. 3
John Brug teaches theology and Old Testame®
at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequom ==
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Neanderthal man

It was good that Prof. Toppe
informed us (Nov.) that radiometric
dating of bones found in Israel
showed that Neanderthal and Cro-
Magnon man once lived in the same

ciﬁxion?
10N Was

READERS FORUM

persuade evolutionists that this is so

should do everything possible to

inform themselves on issues relating
to the Bible and natural history.

Gerhold Lemke

Cedar Rapids, lowa

Keep church and state separate

Re: “Religion threatened by public
secularism, writer charges” (Dec.). As
I am devoted to the Lutheran idea of
the separation of church and state, I
reject religious motives and rationales
in public debate, just as secularists do.

In the interest of conciseness, letters are subject
to editing. Full name, address and daytime phone
number should accompany each letter. Names
will be withheld only under unusual circum-
stances. Letters cannot be acknowledged, nor
can all letters be used. Address your letters to
READERS FORUM, Northwestern Lutheran,
2929 N Mayfair Road, Milwaukee WI 53222-4398.

he most place at the same time. I find it impos-
r1d. The | sible to believe, however, that these
ermined | people could have been contempo-
raries of Abraham, David, or
emiah.
L0 2 .po.le’ ]erIn the archeological sites in and
Chrisiey around Israel, one finds a flint tech-
the cie8 nology in the lowest levels of human
esemmmn | gccupation. Above these are the
| Bronze Age layers from before and
,; after the time of Abraham. Higher yet
| are Iron Age occupation levels in
| hich things from the time of David
“{ and Jeremiah are found.
— "I Evolutionary theory will always be a
- nailed “ blind alley. All Christians who want to
peg undeg
keep hi
cifixion W
| Many Christians seem to be
ke it ceaf| unable to distinguish between their
. handsdl | duties as Christian witnesses and as
“hic ctl | Christian citizens. They criticize
ely his W | politically active Christians.
at the AP ose well-meaning Christians
ist to el | Who criticize politically active broth-
ltl‘adICt_ | er5and sisters are mixing apples and
includes8 oranges—using the definition of the

Spiritual mission of the church to
fTiticize Christians who exercise
it political rights.

America’s government is a repre-
tative democracy, a system estab-
gd_in order to allow the gov-
10 express their will and influ-
the political process. Simply
€are the government.

= Bave us this political system.
h 1t, he allows his people the
fity to influence the politi-
€ess. If we as Christian citi-
= 10 give to Caesar the things
Caesar’s, we should partici-

TIONS, Nof8 also }}aV_e a responsibility to
oad, Mi ChthStlaxm principles.
eral int : ould not be content to treat

{SSponsibility as though it
ate from fajth, We are the

o1 Tesl ' .e world, s it proper for us,

SPEAKING MY MIND: Christians should be politically active

therefore, to stand silently by and
watch those living in blindness steer
themselves—and us and our chil-
dren—into destruction? I feel very
strongly that we will be held
accountable for our continued
silence.

We have the same political free-
dom as unbelievers. We have the
same opportunity to stand up for and
vote for legislation that represents
our values. We have as much right to
work for legislation to restrict evil as
our opponents do to propagate it.

Civil law may never reform the
heart of the pervert, but it can stop
the public sale of pornography, and
the casual exposure of our children
to it in the markets. Civil law may
never stop homosexuality, but it can
protect our children from it in the
schools. Civil law may never stop
lovelessness and selfishness in the
human heart, but it can stop the
murder of the babies—more than 30
million since Roe v Wade!

The apostle Paul used his civil
rights. Why shouldn’t we?

John Neish
Pepperell, Massachuselts

Equality under the law and liberty for
all kinds of beliefs and lifestyles is
what we should ask for—no more, no
less. The biblical basis for my opinion
is found in 2 Corinthians 10:3-4. Our
weapon is to be the preaching of the
Word of God, not the law of the coun-
try.
Ulrich Motte
Munich, Germany

April
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. Matthew 22:1-14
Matt. 22:15-46
Matt. 23:1-22
Matt. 23:23-39
Matt. 24:1-31
Matt, 24:32—25:13
Matt. 25:14-46
Matt. 26:1-16
Matt. 26:17-29
. Matt. 26:30-56
. Matt. 26:57-75
. Matt. 27:1-14
. Matt. 27:15-31
. Matt. 27:32-50
. Matt. 27:51-66
. Matt. 28:1-20
. Jeremiah 26
. Jer. 27, 28

19. Jer. 29

20. Jer. 30:1—31:26
[ 21. Jer. 31:27-40
] 22. Jer. 32,33
] 23. Jer. 34
1 24. Jer. 35
] 25. Jer. 36
[] 26. Jer. 37, 38
[] 27. Jer. 39—41
1 28. Jer. 42,43
[ 29. Jer. 44, 45
] 30. Jer. 46, 47
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One of the marks of God'’s people is
their love for his Word. Many have
said, “| will start at Genesis and read
the Bible through to the end.” But the
project is soon abandoned. These
proposed readings—5 to 10 minutes
each day—will take you through the
entire Bible systematically and with
variety. The next month's readings will
appear in the next issue.
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What a perfect
place to keep
Christ crucified,
in that gap
between stimulus
and response.

THE EDITOR’S PEN

Christian response

he writer was talking about

“response-ability. ? Jt wasn’t a

spiritual message at all. But

his words left me thinking in
spiritual terms. “There is a gap
between stimulus and response,” he
wrote. In other words, we are able to
think before we act, and so should act
responsibly.

Good advice for anyone. But
look at it from a Christian point of
view. What fills the gap between
stimulus and response is all important.
I£ 1 am left to myself to fill the gap, my
response will serve self, not God. To

illustrate:

Stimulus Gap Response
Someone Self Put that
makes person in
a mistake. his place.
Someone Self Get even.
hurts me.
I’m running Self Speed.
late.
'm caught Self Rationalize,
in a sin. minimize,
deny.

Do you get the point? I shudder
to think of all the things I have been
responsible for. How many times my
responses are less than godly—that is,
sinful!

Thank God, my Savior did not
think the way I often do. Had he
known selfish interests, he would have
shunned the cross. He would have
escaped Gethsemane. He would have
foiled Judas’ plot. And Lent would be

a bottomless pit.

Instead, he willingly endured the

suffering that I have deserved, and I

have forgiveness i

Now fill that gap with Christ
crucified instead of self and see the

difference.

Stimulus

Someone
makes
a mistake.

Someone
hurts me.

I’'m running
late.

I'm caught
in a sin.

When the apostle Paul came )
the Corinthians, he pointed out, I
resolved to know nothing while I
with you except Jesus C
crucified.” That knowledge deter E
mined Paul’s message and his ma
When we emulate him, it can do "
wonders. It attracts new people to th
It resolves congrega
s. Tt cements Christial
friendships. It unites church bodi

What a perfect place to keep
Christ crucified, in that gap be
stimulus and response. i

e

gospel truth.
tional dispute

Gap

Christ
crucified

Christ
crucified

Christ
crucified

Christ
crucified

N
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n Christ crucified.

hrist and hill

Response
“There but

the grace
God go I.” &

Forgive asf
am forgiv

Don't breal
any laws

Repent an
believe. -



YOUTH COUNSELOR’S
W O R K S H O P

SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 2, 1994

A workshop for pastors, teachers, and lay men and women
who are interested and involved in ministry to teenagers.

TIMES HAVE CHANGED. SATAN SEEMS TO BE HAVING HIS WAY.
Is growing up riskier business than it was before? It really doesn’t matter. What matters
is that there are too many casualties, too many wounded, too much at stake. As the body
of Christ we should mobilize our collective energy, commitment and ingenuity to minister
to each and every teenager with the healing and saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.

PLANNING A BALANCED
YOUTH PROGRAM

/ WORSHIP

v EDUCATION
v FELLOWSHIP
v RECREATION
v/ SERVICE

SPONSORED BY/CONTACT: Commission on Youth Discipleship (414-256-3274)
LoCATION: Wonderland Camp and Conference Center - Lake Geneva, WI
Cost: $95 (includes meals, materials, housing)




A look
at what
makes a
person

a “giant”

e was always

a giant of a

man in our
eyes. His long strides
carried him quickly
between the house
and the barn, a milk
bucket swinging effort-
lessly from each hand.
While he walked he
whistled the hymns he
loved. He was full of

energy and vitality.

But now it is an effort for him to sit on the
edge of his nursing home bed. “Help me up,” he
whispers when it is time to go to the “mess hall”
for dinner. His tiny steps are a fr action of what
they used to be. Instead of heavy milk buckets,
his hands now grip the metal walker he needs to

balance his bent frame.

V\e talk about times past. We look at pictures.
We speak of my father, who was his brother—10
years older and 10 years depar ted. Maybe they

The visit

by Joel W. Prange

will be together soon.

“Shall I read your devo
tions before I go?” He's
already read then: carliél
the day, but there s noh
tation. “Please do: the Bi
and the book are over -
there =

I read the Scripture pé

you, |
¢ perha
n I rea
tle tgi
says ag
praye
you.”
ngmg.é
memory
as gO
along
ed. “Th

tion first. “Than
says, thinking t!
am finished. T1
page from the |
“Thank you,” b
read the speci:
that day. “Tha
We close by
/ iar words fron
“Now the light
away. . . .” He sin
best he can. Now we really are fini:
you,” he says again.
He isn tJust being polite. Thesc
: Scripture, meditat
go deep into his s
tinue to nourish t!
made him what b
will make him so
He is still a gia

Joel Prange is pastor of Mt

ords of
n, an afi‘
1. They
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vas 211;
-ain.
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