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n Teacher for Fifty Years

This interview was conducted on Saturday, April 19, 1997. My grandpa, Edwin A. Nolte,

met me at 9:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in New Ulm, Minnesota. True to form,
Grandpa and Grandma made a day of it. They left their Minneapolis suburb early that morning,
spent the morning and early afternoon at school for the interview, and attended my Seminary
Chorus concert at Bethany College in Mankato, before finally returning to Edina that night.

Although I have had years to come to learn from my grandfather, I hope that in this one
interview that the viewers will benefit from some lessons that his life teaches. As we walked
through the classrooms where he taught for the last nine years of his ministry, some changes were
obvious since his retirement in 1980. His homeroom had been turned into a computer lab, so we
kept walking down the hall to a more traditional looking classroom for the first and final segments
of our interview. We took a walk down into the gymnasium to talk about the athletic program
that he began in 1930 at St. Paul’s. Then we took a table in the library which he helped to
organize when the new building was completed in 1971. He was very proud to show me the
well-equipped library. Even after Grandpa retired in 1980, he still returned periodically to finish
installing the wooden shelf dividers which he built specially for the room.

Later in the afternoon my grandma, Emma (nee Loeslin) Nolte, joined us for a while.
Although I intended to save this segment for my own family’s history apart from this project,
some of these comments proved so interesting that I included them too. Although this project
focused on Grandpa, I could not help but honor Grandma as well, who has been at his side for
sixty-five years now. God has blessed them both with long life and good health.

When comparing the past with the present, the advancing technology always stands out as

one begins to note the differences. Grandpa’s homeroom from 1971-1980 had been filled with



computers. As I listened to him describe the process of copying pages one by one off of a pan of
jelly-like substance, I thought of the color ink jet printer on my desk at home and the elaborate
copy machines and color copy machines available today. He used what was available when it
became gvailable, whether it was a hectograph, mimeograph, or an overhead projector. The
lesson we can learn in this case is that we need to keep our eyes open to the new blessings that
God is giving to us. Some of the technology which we use every day didn’t exist twenty years
ago, let alone in 1930. May we never take for granted the tools that God has provided through
advancing technology. Reviewing the past can help us appreciate things such as copiers,
computers, audio and video equipment, and even automobiles. We should be wise steward of
these tools as we seek to speak the Gospel to the nations and nurture God’s people.

By listening to Grandpa’s stories about life during World War II, we can begin to put our
present peacetime into real perspective. Peace is a gift from God’s hand and so it should be
regarded. It is difficult for my generation to imagine trying to teach students who not only miss
their brothers and fathers, but are not even sure if they will be returning. We can devote ourselves
to carrying out Christ’s Great Commission without the preoccupations and anxieties of war.

An attitude that seems to be lacking these days is what I might call a “face value” outlook
on life. Grandpa seemed to reflect in his conversation a certain attitude of trust in God. He
worked hard, prayed, and left the results to God. There were no anxious, fearful moments.

There was no urge to give up by “throwing the flint into the corn”, if a called worker puts his
efforts in God’s hands and then does with might whatever his own hands find to do. Grandpa’s
habit of challenging himself carried over into his dealing with his students. Even if they protested,
he did not hesitate to challenge his students in their study, play and music. Expecting little
achievement or obedience from children does them no favors.

This “face value™ attitude includes the Eighth Commandment when dealing with fellow

called workers. Grandpa said that we should “treat each other as fellow Christians until they



definitely prove otherwise”. Instead of assuming the worst motives behind the actions of our
Christian brothers and sisters, we should take actions in the best possible way. Judge actions if
need be, but do not assume God’s ability to ju.dge hearts and minds. Tf we exercise love and
respect for fellow Christians, we should have a minimum of problems.

My grandfather’s faith is an encouragement to me as an example of the devotion that the
love of Christ inspires. The regular dialogue that my grandparents have carried on with Jesus
each day through Bible study and prayer provides a good example for any Christian. Their lives
have also been an example of God’s grace. When someone ninety years old says, “God never left
me in the lurch,” all Christians can praise God’s faithfulness and expect the same promised
support in the trials of their own lives. Grandpa’s closing comments provide perhaps the most
important advice he could give to someone preparing himself to serve in the preaching or teaching

ministry: “Be faithful to the Word. You can’t lose.”
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