


The Holy Spirit and His Gifts
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LESSON 1

Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the trinity. When Jesus commanded His
disciples to go into the whole world, he told them to teach and baptize in the
name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Here we see that Jesus
is placing the Holy Spirit on the same jevel with Himself and the Father.

* The Holy Spirit is called God :
St. Paul told the Corinthian Christians that they were the temple of God be-
cause the Holy Spirit was living in them (1 Cor. 3:16; read also 1 Cor. 6:19
and 2 Cor. 6:16). The Holy Spirit is clearly called God who lives in us. Do
you remember what Peter told Ananias? Read Acts S:&t

There are a number of Bible passages that speak of .the trinity. These pas—

sages place the Holy Spirit at the same level with the Father and the Son as
did Jesus in His mission commaﬁd,”;Let us read some of ;the: 1 Peter 1:2;

1 Cor. 12:4-6; Eph, 4:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14, L

Study the Bible' :
Read Hebrews 9:14 : Am sl ERBANERY
Who is the'Holy Spirit?
I Cor. 2:11 o =
What does,the Holy Spirit know? . . .
John 14:26 i e as e L e
What would the Hly Spirit do for the disciples?
John 15:26 ot i
Vhat will the Holy Spirit do?
John, 16:7-01 : ’ ‘
What three things w;11:thé’HOly-Sbirit convict the:world of?
Rom. 8:27 _‘:‘ ’ ; N  >  2 ‘””,v e e
What does’ the Hbly’Spititfdb”for’qS? Cyius
1 Cor. 12:7-11 :

by

‘What does the Holy ‘Spirit'do for us?

Rom. 15:30 , : : < Lo
What is another gift of the Spirit? e s ftle

Eph. 4:30 ,Kg;“_g};%g”
What do we do to the Spirit by sinming? s O

Rom., 8:26~27
What does the Holy Spirit do for us?

Acts 28:25

What did Paul say the Holy Spirit did?
Rev. 2:7,11,17,29 :

WVhat promises did the Holy Spirit give?

Acts 2:4
What gift did the Holy Spirit give?




1 Cor. 2108
Vhat did Paul teach about the Spirit’'s work?

Acts 13:1-4
What did the Holy Spirit order the church to do?

What do the following passaoeo say about the Holy Spirit?
Acts 16:6-~7 g
Acts 20:23
8 sohets U2l ; S e A : J ke
sz AeEsilihe 28 ' e e OW i j daagiag n
sActs: 20 28 s O BLE G B : 3
We can see from our Bible Study that the Holy Sﬁirit is not only a power or
emotion as some would have us believe. He is a personal being. Ve owe our
salvation to Him. There is no beétter way:ome can summarize the work of the
thlrd person of the Godhead than in the words of Luther‘

"1 beldieve that 1 cannaf b; mq ouwn neabon on Aznengtn beliove
in Jesus Chnist, my Lord,. nmrumaioﬂm, ;

But the Holy Ghost has called me by the gospel, onﬂighiéned meii
wilh His gigts, sanctified and kepi me An. the rue /aLIh

In Like mannen as He calls, gathens, enlightens, and sancti-
fies the whoke Chuistiai Church on the eatith,: land keep& 44
with Jesus Chnist in the ‘cne thue aith; .

i In which Chwistian Chunch He daily and rnichly {orgives aﬁﬁ
s4ns Lo me- and all beﬁ&eueﬂb,

|

|

|

And will at the Last day naise up me and all the dead, and
give unto me and all believens in Chiisit e¢Lnna£ Z&(e‘_

This 48 most cerntainly true."

Let us keep in mind these words of Luther as we continue to study the third
person of the Godhgad, the HOLY SPIRIT. :

For Pa tors

1. Why is the Spirit callied "Holy'?

2. Do you know of any churches which deny the deity of the Holy
Spirit? What do such churches teach about the Holy Spirit?

3, How is the Holy Spirit translated 1nto your 1an?uage9 Is this
an adequate translation? Explain.

4, Uhy is the Holy Spirit called the Third person of the trin1ty7

Why not first or second? What do we mean by the term "person'?

5. What does the Athanasian: freed teach about the Holy Spirit?




LESSON II

The work of the Holy Spirit

Today we are going to discuss how the Holy Spirit does His work, and by doing
so we will see what is the most important "gif€ 04 ZLhe Spinit."  The Lord
Jesus: calls the Holy Spirit the “Counselon” (NIV) or the "Holpen" (GNB;

John 14:16, 26). This is because His work is to help sinners.  He does this
by converting the heart of the sinner from one of unbelief to one of faith.
The Spirit changes a person from being an enemy of God to being God's friend
(Rom. 5:10~11), yes even a child of God (Rom. 7:15-16). This work of conver-
sion is really the greatest gift of the Holy Spirit. Tt 45 a gift.thae
Charismatics do not fully appreciate, as we shall see. ;

In order to carry out the work of conversion, the Holy Spirit must first con-
vict people of their sin (John 16:8). In order to convict people of their
sin, the Holy Spirit uses the Law, +he Ten Commandments. He uses the Law in
two ways: First, He lays down God's demands, that is, what God expects c¥ ai’
people. Secondly, He shows how people cannot stand up to the demands of God.

Study' theeBible

Redd Matthew 5:48 :
How should man be? peviect

Read Lev. 19:2 G
What is expected of man in this verse? “‘Vf : uii _
This is what Cod expects of all people, and He threatens to punish'ﬂ
all those who are not like He expects. : B
Now read James 2:10 ik
1f a man tries to keep the law but fails in one point, what is he
guilty of? ; i
Read Rom. 3:23 "
What are all people before God?

Read Gal. 3:11 i
Can any man, then, be saved by the Law?

When man realizes that he cannot live up :to the standard that God expects of
him, and that the Law very clearly states that he is a sinmer, man is led to
despair and cries out, "What can T'do to be'saved?' This is what we call
Yeontrition." Contrition is the sorrow of the sinner over the fact that he
has sinned and grieved God. This sorrow leads him to seek forgiveness and
help. ' Tt

PART. L1

Now we are going to see how the Holy Spirit does His work of thelping.  We are
going to see how the Holy Spirit calls meén by the gospel. We will see how he
enlightens them with His gifts, that is, by working faith in their hearts.
We will see how He operates. e s
Read Lk. 14:17
What are people asked to do here?

P



Read Isaiah 55:3 i i
If people listen, what is God's promise to them? 1<

Read Isaiah 44:22 :
What conditions are imposed on those who want to follow this invitation?

The Holy Spirit calls men by the Gospel. The''Gospel is the good news of our
salvation. This invitation is free, that is, it is by God's. grace that we are
invited. This invitation is sincere in every case, no matter who reads or
hears it. Even those who refuse to accept it are sincerely called (Rom. 10:21;
Watthew 23: 37)

This 1nv1tat10n‘18 always efficacious, that is, because of the blessings it
freely offers and because of the power of God operarlng through it, it is al—
ways able to. work acceptance in the hearts of men.

Now read 1 Peter 2:9
Out of what were we called?

Read 2 Cor. 4:6
What has God done to us?

God calls us out of darkness, that is; out of spiritual ignorance,
-‘into His light, that is spiritual knowledge and faith in His promises.

How does the Holy Spirit do: the work of inviting and enlightening people? By
what means does He do this?

Read John' 17 :17
hat does Jesus call the Word of God here?

Read Rom. 10217
How does faith come?

Read: 1-Pet, 1:23
What has happened to us?

Read James 1:18
How have we been born?

Read Titus 3:5
How can one enter the kingdom of God?

Read Acts 2:38
How do we receive the Holy Spirit?

Read Acts 7:51 : » -
Who do we reject when we don't listen to the words of Cod?

Here we see that the Holy Spirit employs means through whlch He WOrks. Through
these means He works and preserves faith in men's hearts. . These means are the
Gospel as proclaimed in the Word of God and the Sacraments. «In this lesson:
we have seen how the helper, who is the Holy Spirit, first uses the Law to
convict people of their sins. When people have a contrite heart, He then com-
forts them with the gospel message of forgiveness. He does this by inviting
them to come to Christ and by working faith in their hearts. This is the work
| we call conversion. It is the greatest and most necessary gift of the Spirit!

on e e e i

For Pastors .

Vhat Dart does man play in the process of conversion?

1. L5
3 2. Vhy do we call the gospel in word and sacraments the ”Medns of Grace?"

3, What is the difference between these "means?”

4. Do a word study of parakletos. What is the best tranblatlon of this

word in English, In YL?
5. What does it mean to be 'born again' (John 3:3-8)7




LESSON IIT
(S. W. Becker)

Gifts of the Holy Spirit

' The twentieth century has seen the rise of Pentecostalism and Neopentecostalism
or, as it is also called, the Charismatic movement. At first glance, it may
seem that this renewed emphasis on the Holy Spirit and His work must be a real
blessing to the church. We must remember, however, that the work of the Holy
Spirit is to glorify Christ (John 16:3-5) and to testify of Him (John 15—26), and
wherever Christ is preached the work of the Holy Spirit is being done. Moreover,
it is certainly not pleasing to God when the gifts of the Holy Spirit are brought
into the limelight and His really important activities are downgraded. This is
exactly what happens in the various forms of Pentecostalism.

Many sincere people are impressed by the missionary zeal and the manifest piety
of the charismatic Christians. But if we are to evaluate the Pentecostal move-
. ment correctly, we must Judge by.. the standards of Scripture and not by outward

appearance. Missionary zeal is not a valid basis for judgment. Jesus con-
demned the Jewish leaders for their missionary activity, saying that they were
willing to travel around the world to make one convert, but that their con-
verts were worse off than they had been before their conversion to Judaism
(Matthew 23:15). s g

Neither is religious feréor a valid basis for Judgment.- St. Paul tésfifiea to
the outward piety of his fellow Jews, yet he says that ‘they dre wrong (Rom.
10:1-3). The Pharisees were;very pious .people, yet Jesus, condemned .their, piety
as outward show (Matthew,23:27). The kipngs of Judah who are denounced most
.severely in the 0ld Testament .are those who were outwardly, ithe most, re.
. Ahaz, who: is characterized as one.of. the worst klngs of ﬁudah; Hu1lt altars in
M"eueay cornes: 05 Jerusalem”. (2. Chrom.. 28:24). s -

We need to keep in mind that movements in the" church which appear pious and
1+ zeligious may actually be works .of the .devil. ,.St. Paul says, ''Satan h&mbeﬂﬁ
1 A8 tnansfonmed dinto - an angel .of Light. Thenefone, it 4is no great surprise if
. his ministers also be.iwanééonmed a5, m&n&éteﬂb 05 nighteousness” (2 Cor.
23:14-~15). LR : i :

| We will never be'able'td ‘form a correct judgment in regard to the charismatic

| movement unless we understand clearly what the basic gift which the Holy Spirit
gives to every Christian ‘and which must precede every other gift. It is the
gift of conversion, by ‘which we are Brought to £aith, made partakers of the
forgiveness of sins, and énabled to love Cod and to serve Him with a life
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. We discussed this gift in our last lesson.

This is the foundation on which the discussion of the other spiritual gifts

| ' must be based, and this is where Paul begins when he instructs the Corinthians
concerning the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Cor. 12:14. The Corinthians had asked
Paul about these spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 7:1, 12: 1). 1In answer, Paul says
first of all that the honest confession that Jesus Christ is our Loxd. wH»
has redeemed us with His holy precious blood and with His innocent’ suffering
and ‘death, 'is the primary and infallible test of the Spirit's presence in our
hearts and -of His work in our lives (1 Cor. 12:1-3). Every other gift of the

+Holy Spirit follows this all-lmportant glft, in which all true chlldren of God
share, ‘o




The other gifts of the Spirit are not given to all Christians. They are par-
celed out to individual believers according to the will of the Holy Spirit

{1 Cor. 12:8-11). The Spirit who distributes to God's people of various times
and places such diversities of gifts is always the same Spirit who has taught
us in true faith te call Jesus our Lord and Savior (1 Cor. 12:11). And we
must constantly be mindful of this that the confession of Jesus Christ as Lord
ie the one thing that natural man, dead in trespasses and sins, cannot do.
Missionary zeal can be enccutaged and developed where the Spirit of God is
wholly absent. Emotional outbursts of spiritual fervor are found also in
heathen religions (1 Cor. 12:2). - But no man can honestly say that Jesus is

-Lord, no one can recognize Jesus as his redeemer, without the Holv Spirit.

That fact must always be kept in prominent view if we are to evaluate the
charismatic movement correctly. Moreover, it must be borne in mind that doing
that Jesus commands is the best confession of His Lordship (Matt. 7:21;

Lk. 6:46). el

If we always remember what a miracle of grace was performed in us and for us
by the Holy Spirit when He converted us and brought us to Jesus, we will not

“be unduly impressed by what appear to be so much more significant and mira-

culous things. On the other hand if we believe, as so many Pentecostals do,
that faith is a decision that we make in cooperation with the Holy Splrlt and
that the Holy Spirit converts only those who are w1111n9 to be converted,
then, without those extraordinary signs that are always sought by an evil and
adulterous generation, we will have a hard time deciding whether or not the
Holy qpirit has really come to live in our hearts.

Charismatics generally view glossolalia, or the gift of speaking with tongues,
as the most significant of all the gifts of the Holy Qpirit.' One Pentecostal
denomination, for example, says that speaking in tongues is the "{nitial phy-
sicak evidence” of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. And it is not uncommon to
read in Pentecostal literature that all those who are truly baptized by the
Spirit w1ll speak with tongues.

Yet Paul says all the Corinthian Christians were baptized by the Splrlt (1 Cor.
32:13), but that not all of them spoke in tongues (1l Cor. 12:30). Paul’s dis-
cussion of this whole question in 1 Corinthains, chapters 12- 14, makes it ob-
vious that f' th, love, and hope are the greatest and most enduring gifts of
thie Spirit and that speaking in tcagues is relatively unimportant. In fact,
speaking in tongues is mentioned in only five passages of the Bible: once,
very briefly, in Mark 16, three times in the Book of Acts 2:10, 19, and once
in 1 Cor. 12:14. Pentecostalists insist that we must assume that every time
the Book of Acts mentions that people were filled with the Holy Spirit that
they spoke with tongues, but there is absolutely no Biblical evidence of any
kind for this conclusion. LggEiniE st

There is nc agreement among charismatics in regard to the question of exactly
what is meant by speaking in tongues. Ordinarily in Biblical usage '‘tongues'
would mean "languages,' and it is evident that at the first Pentecost, at
least, Apostles spoke real human languages (Acts 2:11). Most Pentecostalists
vill admit, however, that their ”tonpuee" are not real languages spoken
elsevhere on earth, but that they are spertql languages of the Spirit.

A former Pentecostal preacher who is now a LLthPran pastor believes that speak-
ing in tongues is psychologicalily self-induced. People who accept the Pente-

© costal premises want to speak in tongues so strongly that flnajly they are

able to do it, to say:somethlng strange, that is. - Linguists have studied this
"speech' and have concluded that it bears no resemblance to any type of Mlan~
guage.' It cannot be analyzed and studied.



Others hold that glossolalia is really the work of the devil. Students of
devil possession have noted that speaking in foreign languages is a frequent
mark of such a possession. If we keep in mind Paul's statement that the
gentiles are really sacrificing to devils when they worship their heathen
gods (1 Cor. 10:20), we may well ask whether or not the devil has not found
n glossolalia a tool to draw men away from the solid foundation of Holy
Scripture. It teaches man to concentrate on externals (lJLe the Pharisees of

’old) rather than on the condltlon of the heart.

EE dis dl‘flcu]t to Judge the doctrlnes of the Churl smatic movement as a whole,
for aside from the emphasis of apeaking in tongues and healing there is little

' doctrinal agreement among Penfecosfalq once one gets beyond the simplest bas-

ics. of Christian faith, There'are even Pentecostal groups that defend the

‘deity of Christ and yet deny the doctrine of the trinity.. It sheuld be. clear,
' however, that Pentecostalism as a whole is a man-centered religion that lays

unhealthy stress on human expérience and feeling. Thus it draws men from re~
liance on what Luther called the "bare Word" of God.

Study the Bible

Read Rom. 8:2 :
‘What sets us free from the law of desath?

Read Rom. 8:4 e o
According to what do we llve7 ;
What: does it mean to live: accordlng ‘to. the Splrit7

Read Rom, 8:5-8 °
On whose desires are the mlnds of those who llve 1n accordancc
with the Spirit?

"Read Mom. 539 == ¢ L s ey
" How can we be sux@ that ﬁelspifit'liﬁes”iﬁ_ﬁé?‘”
Read Rom. 8:11 : v ,
What will God give those who have His qurlt 11v1ng in them?

Read Rom.-8:13 ; .
What does “thé one who. llves accordlng to- the Sp1r1t do to his
. sinful ‘nature? ; ‘

Read Rom. '8: 14
‘Whose sons ‘are those who are led by the Spirit?

3

Paul has outlined the life that one lives through the Spirit. It is d bles-

sed Tife.  Iniall this Paul does not speak about a blessing or gift of speak-
ing in tongues nelther does he apeak of healing. This can only mean that
" speaking in tongues and heallng are not rhe most important gifts of the Holy

Splrlt.

—————



L, SO IV

Charismatic tweaching on the Holy Spirit

The central teaching of Charismatics is baptizing in the Spirit. Take away
this teaching and what you have left is no longer Charismatic. We want to
~study this movement because there are many Protestants and Catholics that are
‘iclaiming to have received baptism in the Spirit.

Who are.these Charismatics? What is their doctrinal stand? Are they a church
or not? I don't know whether I will have answers to all these and other re-
lated questions. But let me begin by'saying. there are two streams of Chris-
tian thought: Protestant and Catholic. You can compromise about different
religions, Either you have a Protestant relation to God or a Catholic. To
which camp do Charismatics belong? Fere I want to quote the writings of Catho~
lics who have studied this movement:

"Although they derive from Protestant background, this movement 4is not
Ltypically Protestant in £Ls belief, a,tu/(udo ot p/zacfme/«...u cannot
be assumed that this movement presents an Lncuwision of Protesiant in-
M.uence The spirnitual experience o4 those that have been touched by
the grace 04 ‘the HoLy Sp,uu,t in this movement is in profound harmony
with the u’a/.aucaf spinitual theology. of.the chuwich..,The experience
of Tthis movement tends Lo comfirm the vaud/(/tq and relevance 0f oun
authentic spinitual trhaditions. .. Horeoven, the doctrine that s de-
veloping Ln this movement today, seems fo be going through stages

very similar to those which’ o;au/zed in the eafvf,j nud(LFe ngezs uuheq the
classical doctrine was Laking shape.”

We see from this that the Charismatic movement teaches no new doctrine, but
is essentially a reproduction of old doctrine which is Catholic. ~ Here I am
talking about the essence and nature of their doctanLQ;:It is. not a doctrine
of justification by faith. S s

What do Charismatics téach about Spirit baptism? ...

A. A, Hoekma summarizes it this way, "Bapfism 4in the Holy qﬂ&ﬂii L5 an expesr-
Lence distinet grom and usually Aubéequem‘ fo conversion in which a person ne-
ceives the ftotality of the ..>puu,t A,Mo his LL e and A4 /thmeby fully empowern~
ed for uitmess and service : ; ;

This, then means that even though we believe that Jesus kept the law per-
fecrly for us and that he died as a sact1f1cxdl lamb that takes away the sins
of the world and that God has declared us rightecus before Him because of
Christ, we are still lacking something. The Holy Spirit has not yet come into
us as a person who fills our hearts and lives completely. This means that
God's act of justification is not sufficient to bring the infilling of the
Holy Spirit. Who can do it? Man? By what? Good works? But the Bible says,
"By the wont of the Zaw shall no §Lesh be justified in His sight.”

God's work for us in Christ

This is gospel. It is the declaration, not of what God will do for you, but
of what God has done for you in Jesus Christ, as the Bible teaches in 2 Cor.
5317 and Eph. 1:6~7. This work of God can also be called Christ's work for
us. God in the person of Jesus came and Jlived here on earth. As our substi-




tute He kept the Law of God and its demands perfectly. Christ had tc keep
the Law"for us this way because we are Law breakers. Not only that, but He
went to the cross to suffer .the penalty of a broken Law, which He did not
break. : The Law which we bhroke, by His active and passive obedience He gath-
ered unto Himself the sins of a guilty world. :

wehist died fon us according Lo fhe Scriptures. He rose again hoh owt
justification.” The Gospel is the declaration of what God has done for us
in Jesus Christ. He has 1iberated us. He has secured our release. He did
it when we were enemies, when we were sipful, when wé were going from BHim
more and more. The Gospel is the_declaration of what God has done in Christ.
It is not something that God does in us: ‘The Gospel is something that God
did apart from us, outside of us, above us and beyond us. s :

God's work in us by the Holy Spirit

This is the fruit of the Gospel. It is the result of believing the Gospel.
The person who believes God's work for him in Christ receives the Holy Spirit,
and thus he is regenerated and sanctified.

-

nyhile we must be careful not to confuse God's work for us ( fustification)
and. God's work in us (sanctilication), we must be equally careful nok to di-
vonce one phase 0f His wonk grom the othen, {his work gon us bringd the gift
and. ingilling of the Spinit. Indeed, this gift of the Holy Spinlt 4s The
seal, pledge and guarantee that we have been justified (Eph. 1:13-14; Rom.
§:14-16). Comsequently, where there is no nenewal by the £rans forming power
04 the Holy Spirit, no fruit of the Spinit, it is contain that fustification
has not taken place.”

" Justification L8 Lhe gift of God's rnighteousnest, in all its totality, %o
the believing sdlmmern. 1In God's act of fongivenessd, the entine inherifance

of Jesus Chauist, the exceeding and etemnal welght of glony, is given to the
believer. This gift can never be superseded, for 4n it God gives absolutely
bl the accumulated treaswrie of otenity. So belng far gheatern, the exper-
ience of being §ifled with fhe Holy Spinii is called Pt fruits’ (Rom.
§:73), guaranfee on down payment (Eph. 1:13-14}, of that inginte inhenitance.”

This is true despite the claim by Charismaties that, beyond cOnNversior,
beyond the assurance of salvation, beyond having the Holy Spirit, there is a
baptism with the Holy Spirit, and every believer must seek this baptism. Is
Spirit baptism necessary for salvation? Charismatics will say, illo,s 2 peX=
sen can be saved without it." %thy seek a post-conversion experience then?
They answer: 'The baptism with the Spirit is a specific 1ink in a chain of
experience which unites the believer to Christ." The jmpdication is that
those that have not received Spirit baptism have not entered a full relation~
ship with Christ.

To this we say, 'Christian baptism is therefore the baptism of the Father.
Tt is the baptism of Christ. It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In pro-
posing another baptism and another experience, Charismatics go beyond the
Gospel of Christ and confess that neither Christ nor His justification is

an adequate gift of the Father."

Study the Bible

Low would you answer these arguments by Charismatics:

1) Jesus told the disciples that when the Holy Spirit comes ing
e would testify or speak (John 15:26).

S



2 Jesu sajd that the Spirit would ‘testify and’ LHaL
ciples wou]d be the omnes to WLfnL%S (John 15 //f‘

.3) To make sure that Jesus means what we referred to above, check
also Acts 2:4.

4) Ten years after Pentecost, the gen riles received the gift of
the Holy Spirit; the hHoly Spirit also testified through them

‘ when He came in (Acts 10:44-463,

Twenty five years later we find some eopl* receiving the same
;Holy Spirit i". he samé way. He took over their vocal organs
and spoke in anc.ner tongue {Acts 1L*6) : :

n

6) Have prophesies failed yet - has knuwicdpe vanished yet? To!
0f course not. And tongues have not ceased either (1 Cor.
13:8). LA

7) Believers mneed Lo reLeave the Hol y gpirit (Acts 19¢25.

8) Acts 19:6 gives the kaltorn of hnw‘peonio are to reL91ve the
Holy Spizit.

=
i




(E. R. Wednland)

WTHIAWS 14: SPEAKING IN TOWGUES
(PART )

-~ x'A_$1UDY‘O? 1

The subject of speaking in tongues, which is a pillar of Charismatic teaching,
is dealt with most fully in Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians, chapter
14,-.This chapter; is, therefore, crucial for charismatics as well as their
opponents, for both seek to prove their respective positions from the same
portion of Scripture. For this reason we shall study this chapter in detail
in order to compare teachings. The text is divided up into portioms. Tor
each portion, we will first of all present the Pepntecostal teaching as set
forth by one of their chief defenders, Rev. E. Angley. Ve will then turn to
the Scriptures to see for ourselves what it says on this subject. i Rl
lesson we will study the first half of chapter 14; the last halte witdibe con=
sidered in the next lesson.

Chapter 14: SPEAKING I THE CHURCH (Memorize 14:19, 40)

The Gift of Prophecy and the Gift of Tongues
; : (14:21-5) :
Charismatics:  "The Bible teaches both speaking with tongues and the regula-
tion of speaking with tongues. It is dangerous to make ir-

_responsible remarks about the Holy Chost (Mt 12:31-32). To accept the en-

tire Bible, we must dccept the teaching of speaking with tongues. The four-
teenth chapter of 1 Corinthians implies in no way that people should not
speak with other tongues, but rather it tells when and where to speak with
tongues. 1 i o

"paul says that the person who speaks in tongues speaks unto God (v.2). How
different Paul's teaching is from the teaching of those who say tongues were
just used to preach ‘the gospel to the varicus nationalities at Pentecost, or
that speaking with’tonguesfis of the devil. Paul is teaching in this second
verse that if a person speaks in tongues and there is no interpretatiomn, he

speaks unto God and he speaks mysteries. In this case, speaking in tongues

edifies the speaker. Paul says this helps the individual, builds him up and
improves him. Speaking with tompues is a personal benefit.

“paul-in v+ .5 told, the Corinthian church he desired that all speak with
tongues, 'but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth
than he that speaketh with tongues... Now, this is where many people stop.

The skeptics don't take into consideration the rest of what Faul has to say:

" FXCEPT HE INTERPRET THAT THE CHURCH MAY RECEIVE EDIFYING.® The church
understands prophecy, and it understands when the interpretation of tongues
is piven. Tither one edifies the church which makes them both equal.”

Seripture:

1. Remember ~ which is the greatest gift of the Spirit @)
(Note: these are gifts to the believer. The gift of saving faith
which makes conversion possible must thus be the first and foremost

gift from the Spirit, as was pointed out in Lesson 29
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2. Which special gift does Paul tell us to "eagerly desire”? (All
quotations in these sections are from the NIV.)

3. What is this "gift of prophecy' that Paul is speaking about? (See
commentary and Good ilews translation.)

4, What is the problem with speaking in tongues? G 2)
(Motice that in this whole section, Paul does not really refer to
speaking with tongues with approval, much less put it on an even
par with preaching God's messages. Rather, he contrasts the for—
mer with the latter throughout, for his purpose is to show that
speaking in tongues is actually of very limited benefit to the
church. ) : :

5, How does the one who "prophesies” (that is, proclaims God's mes-

ies
Y
J

sage) help the church? (v.3
J4)

(v
7. What is the one possible benefit of speaking in tongues?
(But even here there is a danger. UNotice that this is the only
gift mentioned by Paul which really doesn't help one's fellow Chris-
tians - only one's SELF. Thus, it is basically a self-ish spiritual
gift, and for this reason Paul does mnot encourage it.
True, he does not forbid speaking in tongues, for he doesn't want
to discourage new, enthusiastic Christians too much. However, he
does put tongue-speaking in its proper place - a very ninor place
in the church.)

6. Vhat does the werd "edify" mean?

8. Notice the irony in the first clauses of v. 5, that is, the words
do not really mean what they say. Far from encouraging the speak-
ing of tongues, as the Pentecostals would have it, Paul'is actual-
ly here forbidding this practice in the church, except under one very
special - and strict - condition: what is that? 8

9. What dpo some churches that you know teach about spealing in tongues?
10. How does Paul help you to show them where they are wrong?

I1. Tow can you tell, or know for sure, that you "have' the Holy Spirit?
(Ser liGops t2=3. 7 €oy. 330 sl 52004055

Mere Sounds Do tot Build Up the Church
(14:6--12)

Charismatics: ''Some people have used the clause, 'They speak into. the Gilies

to discount speaking'in-tongues, but Paul was talking about th
value hearing an unknown tongue would be to the LISTENERS, not its lack of
value to the SPEAKER. Remermber, he has already stated that if a person speaks
‘with tongues and there is not an interpretation, he edifies himself or im-
proves or builds himself up.:

"Do not use a gift for personal blessing only {(v.12), but learn how to use
the zift to bless the whole assembly; and you who speak with tongues, learn
how you may edify the assembly when you speak.” st gl ;

Scripture:

1. If someone truly has the gift of speaking in strangefiangﬂageso and
IF there is someone present in the congregation who can interpret
for him, WHAT should 'be the content of that person's speaking -
what, according to Paul, is he/she allowed to talk about? (v.6)

=g
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2. Now if speaking in tongues is limited to preaching and teaching e
God's Word, a thinking person might ask, 'Well then why is it nec-
essary to speak in tongues in the first place?” That is Paul's
point - though he does not' come right out and say it so as not to
offend the "tongue-speakers.” He leads them into coming to this
conclusion for themselves. Tongue speaking did have a certain
confirmatory function in the church at the beginning, that is, to
strengthen the faith of certain groups of believers under special
circumstances (see the next lesson). However, Paul is trying to
show in an evangelical way here that tongue-speaking really has
no useful role to play in the church on a regular basis, least of
all in a public worship service.

3. Explain the meaﬁing of Paul's examples in verses 7 and 8.

4. Again, what is the big problem with speaking in tongues? (v.9)
Paul here repeats what he said already in v.2, but in different
words.

5. Charismatics like to focus upon themselves and their personal exper-—
ience (read again the quotes above)., Notice, however, in the whole
section where Paul puts the emphasis. Where is that?

6. A language with no meaning is no language at all (v.10) - and this
includes "tongues' which Christians wanted to speak in the church.
In fact, Paul points to a certain danger in tongue-speaking in
v. 11. How do people normally regard "foreigners"?

7. Why do you think that the Corinthians were "eager to have spiritual
gifts” (v.12)? Why are the members of some churches today eager to
have the gift of speaking in tongues? That is another danger of
this "gift" - it can so easily be turned by Satan into a tempta-
tion to one's pride!

8. What is Paul's inspired advice in this matter? Vhat can you do if
you want "to excel in gifts which build up the church"?

Praying with the Spirit and Praying with the Mind
@ais=o1)

Charismatics: "There are those who think speaking with tongues is gibberish

or chatter just because they do not know what is being said.
Paul did not say unknown tongues were of the devil; Paul had the gift of dis-
cerning. He knew that the Holy Chost was speaking, and he told them to pray
that they might interpret. How could there be an interpretation if nothing
were being said? TFriend, don't let the devil deceive you: when the Holy Chest
is speaking, something IS being said.

“"In verse 17 Paul does not say that the person speaking in tongues is not bles-
sing with the spirit just because others fail to understand what is being said.
No, Paul says, 'You give thanks well, but the person listening to you is not
edified because he does not know what you have said.’

“In v. 18 Paul is saying, do not misunderstand me: I do not want you do away
with tongues. It is of God and God wills for people to speak with tongues...
In v. 19 Paul does not mean to make tongues look unimportant. Rather he is
trying to stress the importance of edifying others when assembeld together in-
stead of each individual seeking all the blessings for self along. Again I
must remind you that Paul said in v. 5 that tongues are equal with prophecy if
there is interpretation.

“Yerse 21 tells us that God will speak to people with other tongues through His
Spirit and yet God said they would not hear Him. How true this is! Many peo-
ple today reject the Holy Chost's message."”

i



Scripture:

1. If a person wishes to speak in tongues, what gift must he also have
according. to Paul? (RE18)

2. Paul; stresses. the need £or personal understanding in the matter of
tongues in ws. 14-15 and then goes on to his main concern, namely,
pbhe need for general understanding in the worship service. Apain,
“notice the subLlc sarcasm in the example that’ he gives in v. 16,
Praising in one's spirit cannot do what?

3. What gift did Paul have (v. 18)? Why do you‘think that Paul does not

tell us more about this gift - in other letters, for example? Does
this suggest the value and importance which he placed upon this gift?

4. That important principle of Christian communication does Paul give
us 'in v. 197 Indeed, he makes speaking 1n tongues sound very un-
important.

Sl Pl eak 4ther hapshly to those who placed too much and the

3

wrong emphasis on speaking in tongues (v.20). How were they behav-~
ing?

6. What dis r he purpose of the 0ld Testament gquotation that Paul cites
Gme vi. 20r (Brom Fs, 28:1i-12: DBeut. 28:49)? Does it point out

e value or. the futility of speaking 1n fonpues wben they tny to
instruct someone? Explain.

~ 14~
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Concern for the Stranger Who Vigits Your S crvice
{(14522-25)

Charismatics: '"Tongues are a sign to the unbeliever (v.22}. Wwhy would anyone

be against the sign that God said He would give to thHe unbe-
liever? Fighting against speaking with tongues ig fighting against God and
His work.

) th@sp verses Paul is dealing with the CONGREGATIORAL tongue and not the
DEVOTIONAL tonuge. Remember, the "An?r Qat:onul tongue is when the church is

gdthpruﬂ together din- er"lﬂc the devoticnal tongue is when one is praying at
the altar or im private.

3. 'However, what: will be the result if this same unbellever hears
Christians PICCLrlmJnf God's message? Notice rhat this passage
clearly indicates that the word prophepy’ cannot be iimited to
telling about the tutute.

| Seripture:s :
1. What is the difference in fvﬂ“LJOH between tomngues and propnecy
(preaching)? According to this, which gift is more valuable and
likely to be ased°
2. Accoxding o lawl s example in v.23, doe”A speaking in tongues have
any real value, even for the unbelievey ;haL sl he conclude7
|
|
:

4. Which pﬂrt of bod s Tiord is. eble to convince a.pexrson of his sin?
Cive a Biblé passage 'TO Prove your answer.

5. Uhy will the stranger say,; ''God is really among vou!l''?

6. Does Paul make any distinction between “congregational” tongpues and
”’evotlonal ones in tHstpassagu (or anywhere)?

”he Need for Ordexr in the Church

(16:26-40)

Charismatics: "In v.37 Paul is saying, jet those whe claim to have the Holy
: Chost baptism acknowledge the regulation of the gifts of God

S S

o man.

"If you refuse the experience of tongues {(v.39}, then you are forbidding
speaking with tongues and rebelling against God.

“you will need this Holy Chost baptism to be changed in a moment, in ihe
twinkling of an eye at the coming of the Lord. At no time did Paul speak
against tongues in this chapter,,.ALL who have been baptized in the Holy
Thost have spoken in tongues, Consecrate your life to Cod. Vield Vourself
completely to Him. Rejoice in praises before Him...Remember, the disciples

were continually praising the Lord at Pentecost until the Holy Ghost came in.

B




Scriptures

feed
®

“hat is the purpose of each and every thing that ic done during
the worship service (v.263?7 This is Paul's main point - where
in this chapter has he said this before?

2. Notice the strict instructions that Paul gives to those who wish to
speak in tongues. What are these? Notice also that he says "IF",
not "WHEN" someone speaks in a tongue. This would suggest that
tongue speaking was not to be a regular part of the worship sexrvice.
Do charismatic churches that you know of follow Paul's dinstructions
today?

3, The key to speaking in tongues is: the "interpreter.” What if one
cannot be found? Paul's command here is quite clear.

4. What should the others do while someone is speaking God's message?
(. 29) 2 .
5. Vhat is the purpose of all speaking in the chureh (¥.31)2

5. What is the meaning of v.32? Do you know of churches whose worship
services are characterized by "disorder" rather than "peace' (v.33)7

7. Some churches feel that women should preach and teach in the church.
That does Paul have to say about that? Notice the strong language
that Paul uses here {vs. 34~36). Can there be any doubt about what
he means?

that is the meaning of Paul's two questions in v,36%7 Again, we can
sense the sarcasm in his words. Paul addresses these same ques-—
tions to all today who wish tc change Scripture S0 that It fits dn
better with modern thinking and morality.

Should anyone doubt Paul's authority, let him read verses 37--38.
What does Paul claim here?

el - (wo]
e o

. Paul once more encourages which gift in Voo

f—
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Why do you think that he does not forbid_s?eaking‘in'toﬁgues; since
it had apparently caused so much confusion in the church?

. What principle should always guide us in our worship services (v.40)?

s ond
o

4, Charimatics claim that Paul encourages the speaking of tongues in
1 Cor. ch. 14, A careful examinatiom of the text, however, reveals
that far from encouraging tongues, Paul rather discourages their use.
Certainly, he does not come right out and forbid this practice (v.39).:
* and yet we have seen a number of verses which indicate that Paul was
seeking to direct the Corimthians in a different direction, one
which would be much more profitable for the church as a whole.
What was this new direction? See if you can meation some of the
ways in which Paul points away from tongues to "a more fitting and
orderly way" (v.40).

i4. Do you see any genuine spiritual need, whether personal or general,
that speaking in tongues satisfies which is not satisfied in our
worship services? Explain. ‘
| ' 15. Instead of speaking im tongues, which spiritual gift does Paul pro-—
| mote in this chapter? ¢ite specific passages to prove your anSwer.

-16-
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LFESSON VIT

Vhat does the Pible teach about Baptism in e Spieic?

The Bible teaches that the Holy Spirit was going to be bestowed upon the
church in the New Testament era (Joel 2:28-29), - Peter's gquoting this pro-
phecy in Acts 2:16-21 shows that this prophecy was fulfilled on Pentecost Day.

The Lord Jesus told His disciples that the i ' Spirit would be given Lo the
church when He (Jesus) went back to heaven (John 16.7:  John 14:16). John
alsoc tells us that the Spirit would not come until after Jesus was glorified
(John 7:239). Ue see from reading these passages that the cutpcuring of the
Holy Spirit predictad by both Joel and Jesus took place on Pentecost Day.
The words of Joel and those of Jesus find their fulfiliment in what we read
in Acts chapter 2. I am not saying that the Holy Spiyit was not present
prior to this time. What T am saying is that on Pentecost the Holy Spirit
wae bestowed on the church in His.fulness, that is, from this smoment on the
Spirit was to dwell in the church as His temple, meaning that He would take
up His permanent residence in every member of ithe church.

i

I want to state here that expressions like "baptism of the Holy Spirit!l or
“paptism with the Holy Spirit’ are not used in the sospels and Acts. What
vou find there is the expressicn to be baptized in the Foly Spirit” which
can be called Spirit baptisw. Uow we want to look at passages where e ex=
pression "to be baptized in the Spirit™ is’ used. When you read Mark 1:8,
the expression is used to show the contrast between what John is doing an
what Jesus will be doinp. :low read Bhets  lib. - Here you see that the expy
sion is put in the mouth of Jesus himself. And the words ‘'not many days
hence” make it clear that® Jesus ié-talking aboutfsomethiﬁg that was to take
place, "not many- days" after Christ‘s3ascension'intb'heavenu'

d
e

Who received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost Day? It wae the
Jews, wasn't it? They .proclaimed the word of Cod in lanpuages other thamn
their own. Now read Acts 10:44-43. Here is recorded the first account of

Gentiles receiving the Holy Spirit. Wow the question is, why was this neces-

sary? To make this clear we should go to the woirds of Jesus as they are
recorded in John 3:16: 'Cod loved all the people very much, that Ie did not
spare His only Son.” This means that the Gospel is universal, for all people.
But to whom did the Gospel éomE‘fiISt? To Jews. How did a Jew look at &
Gentile? He cquld not even eat with him. Iow, zgain, remember that on Pente-
cost the 12' discipies who were Jews were given the gift of preaching the

Word in languages other than their own. They preached to the Centiles. BQHG
of those that received this gift was Peter. And yet so strong was Peter s
ccnviction to keewm his identity as a Jew that God himself had to change £his

through a vision {(Acts 10:12-15).

low read Acts 11:18, Was Cormelius' Spirit baptism a result of a further
step of faith beyond conversion? Mol e finé that it was simultaneous with
conversion, When Cornelius and those with him were baptized in the SPiF1t9
they were enabled to believe, that is, they becane Christians for t@e first
time. Saving faith, worked in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, mﬁnlf?StEd
itself openly in various "gifts of the Spirit.' This was 2 special witness
to Peter and his fellow Jews that salvation was for all people.
Pentecost Day was the birth of the Christian Church, the beginning of the age
of the Holy Spirit. When Cornelius and his house were Spirit baPtiZ?do racs
received the sazame Spirit that was outpoured at Pentecost. This SP%IlF e
eotowed on them for previously they were Bot believers in the Chriscian
sense of the werd.



Study the Bible

Neopentecostals assume that all members of the church were Spirit
baptized. How does Paul call the Corinthiasns in 1 Cor. 3:17

Whatido alll belbdevers fhave?  (Gal. 3:.2)

thaf d0eé“the Holy Spiiit maike ailils Christians din 1 Cor, 3167
Wha£ &0 all believers enjoy? (2 Cor. 13:14)
- ffhat is your body? (1 Cor. 6:19-20)

In whom are we made full? (Col.2:9-10)

How does Christ dwell in us? (Rom. 8:9-10)

What is Paul saying tc the Galatians? (Gal. 5:25)

What did Paul tell the Ephesians? (Eph. 1:13)

What advice does Paul give? @ (Eph. 5:18)

Charismatice point to Acts 8:4-24 as being absolute proof of their teaching
that "baptism of the Spirit" is distinct fromand unrelated to the Spirit's
| work of conversion. WNow, is the Charismatic pesition correct?  If not, can
you explain what really happened here? ' o
|
|
\
|
\
|
|
\
|

Read Acts 8:34-24° . Woudd vou agree with the following observations on this
deconmbd ~ e

1) The Samaritans believed Philip and not Jesus (8:6,12);therefore
they did not receive the Holy Spirit at baptism because they did
ot yet have saving faith. When the Apﬁstles'praYéd for them
and laid their hands on them, that was the time 'they believed

in Jesus, ‘and &0 they received the Holy Spirit.:. -

The point of the story is therefore to teach that salvation is
impossible without the Holy Spirit. And when the Samaritans
came to faith, then they alsc menifested the gift of the Spirit.

N
St

| 3) This story also shows how the Spirit worked to preserwve unity in

| " the developing cliurch. ' What might have happened had the Semar-
itans come to faith in isolation from the church at Jerusalem?

On the other hand what did the Apestles from Jerusalem need to
realize? Thus, the Holy Spirit brought both groups together in a
wonderful way to share in the joy of the Gospel.

Zhiel
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LESSON VIIT

(#. 0. Wendland)

Yater and Spirit Baptism

Tn 1 Corinthians 12:13 Paul is proving to the Corinthians that they are ail
members of one body. As objective evidence of that det he says, (kat gar
eni pneumati hemeis pantes eis en soma euaptust%e ion). : ‘And ipifact in one
Spirit we all into one body were baptized." It is my opinion that Paul is
here speaking of water-baptism which he identifies with Spirit~baptism. Paul
knows of only one baptism (Ephesians- 4:5); this baptism he calls in another
place a "baptism in (to) Christ” (Calatians 3:27). He also refers toc water-
baptism as a ”washOO,in the name of the Lord Jesus and by thé Spirit of our
God” (1 Corinthiams 11). These paralliels should be sufficient to establish
the unlikelihood of P ul using baptizo in a metaphorical sense here, Add to
s tch, the cons ideration that a reference to water:s -baptism TOUid indeed
prove Paul's point that the Corinthians were one, since myte ~baptism was
qomethlno vnich thew 211 had in common without exception.

Nowr a person could argue that there is a difference between Paul's usage here
(and the usage of baptis sthenai en prneumati in Acts}. In Acts, the doer of
the action is Christ (or the yacher) Jho baptizes p ple with the Holy Spirit.
In the Corinthians passage, the agent of the i could be the Boly Spirit.
Whether that is true or not, it is clear from other passages that the Holy
Spirit is not only the agent vu*kﬁig Ln and through baptism, He is also the
gift conveyed by it :{Acts 2:38; lehn, 555 Jliitus 3«)};

The point I am trying to make here is. that there is an 1nsgparabie connection

‘between water-baptism and Spirit-baptism, since Pente co%r nlnce Pentecostg

water-baptism is Spirit-baptism. if a pe*co x‘ones ‘to r=neive the Spirit

of God then let him be baptized. By this, L do not v1¢h LO deny ‘the fact that
the Spirit also comes thvounh the Gospel in 1e Word and 'in the Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper. ; lor do I wish to dimply "har a believer, if he is'mot bap-
tized, _does not possess ;' the gift off the Holy Spirit. L onlyiwish to empha~
size thn clear taachlnn of the NeW’lestamant that the Spivit is given through
wqtnr—baptloﬂ, connecred as itids te'a specific ~commend and promise of God.

There are many texts one COle cife. to, 8U gyorc this point more firmly. Ip
Acts 2:38, the Apostle Peter does not divect the terrified hearts of his
hearers to prayer aS‘a means to receive the Spirit, he merely says, "Repent
and be. bar tized every one OJ you, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your
sine may be forgiven. And you will receive the ﬂzft of‘p%@ Holy Spirit.”
Frederick Bruner puts 1& well when he says: :

s
&
C

FHenceforth, baptism is Pentecost. Peter invites no one to the
upper room. He teaches no one how to speak in tongues. The
exterior forms of Penteocst (wind, fire, visions, tonﬂues)
leqve; the essential co ontent remains. Th@ content 1s God's
free gift of the Holy Spirit. And after Pentecost this gift

is offered, as here, with Fopgzannessg in the humble rite of
baptism. "

Then there is Lhr1¢?L famous ao%ertWOn about the way to be 'born again'.

This occurs ex hedatos kati pneumatos, a phrase which once again meha izes the
close connection between water baptism and the gift of the Spdrit.  Fimally,
Paul states in Titus 3:5, "God saved us by the washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit.” There can be no doubt: water-baptism is Spirit-
baptism.
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llow when we speak cf the Spirit coming in the waters of baptism, the focus is
not on the person of the Spirit as such. This would be an unbiblical empha-
sis, since Christ says about the Comforter, "He will bring glory to me by tak-
ing from what is mine and moking it known to you' (John 16:14). The Spirit
brings us Christ with ail s works and a®l His benefits and so the focus will
always properly be in Christ. That is what Paul is talking about when he
states that by our baptism we have "put on Christ” (Galatians 3 27 " Imiuore
concrete terms, this means we receive the forgiveness of sins, from which all
the other benefits of Christ flow. That is why Peter canm simply say, "Be
baptized 50 that your sins may be fbrqzabn“ Acts 2:38) or in the words of
Ananias, "(be baobized and) wash your sins awey™ (Acts 22:16). Since our sins
are forgiven, we can stand before God'as Bis full-fledged somns: "Becouse'you
are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son info our hearts, the Spirit who coZZs
out, - '4bba, Father'” (Galatidns 4:6).

A1l this is the work of the Spirit in baptism because by baptism, He works
faith in our hearts. Spirit-worked faith receives the forgiveness of sins is
27,0

the "new birth" (John 3:5) and the "new life” (Titus 3:5).
So then, when we lock at the second use of the term "Spirit~-baptism’ in Scrip-

ture, we motice that, since Pentecost, Spirit-baptism has become inseparably
iinked with water-baptism. What this mears can beﬁt be summed up by Luther
who states, "(Baptism) works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the
devil, and gives eternal salvation to oll who believe, as the words and pro-
mise of God declare” (Cat. Min. Trig. p. 551, 5-6). :

i}

For Di cussion.

The Danger cf Chdllsﬂatlc T@ech-n“ ébput Splrlt ‘Baptism

Charismatics teach that the baptism of the Spirit is a pec1al second b1e38Lng
which a believer receives sometime after hL convers1un, This position is
thus a denial of the truth of JUSL L1Cdtlbn by fdlth Why do e come to this
konv]usmn" ‘ onSLder these points oL S

. - e o

: The vharlmatlc Lde of a’ posf-ﬂonverqlon bapLLsm of thP.oerlt 1rﬁ]ieﬁ
that God's act of Jubtlflcatloq is Hdot sufficient to d]lou,tne believer
to receive the Holy Spirit carriere]y 'The  Spirit is- given only in part,
as it were, and it remains for the’ 31nn9r ‘to“depend upon his cwn works
(Five Steps, etc,) in order to gain full possession of the Spirit. But

what' does the'Bible teach? . (8ee.Gal. 332; 13-14; Jn. 7:38-39; Eph. 1:13.)

fousty
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The charismatic tPach ng implies that the experience of being "bap-
tized in the Spirit'" is something Oreater and beyond the }nstlflcatlon
“which comes through faith. Thus one's salvation is somehow not com—

plete until Spirit~baptism has taken place. Here we have a confusion
between God's gift of righteousness (Justification) and His gift of
the Spirit (Sanctification). The gift of righteousness is imputed
(proncunced) for our justification; God does this outside of us. The
gift of the Spirit is imparted {given} for our renewal_and sanctifica~
tion; Cod does this inside of us. GSee Ro. Sel-=5, 177 8.

£
e

3.0 The charlsmatlc position separates water Baptism and Spirit baptism and
goes on to distinguish two classes of Christians ~- ordinary Christians
and Spirit-filled Christians. Both distinctions are false. Conversion
and water Baptism is the same as Spirit baptism - they occur at the same
time (see Matt. 28:19; - Ro. 6:3-4; Tit. 3:5-7). 'All those who believe
and are baptlzed are saved (Mk.. 16:16); they have been justified by~

~

grace through £ a2ith in Christ:; they have also rccelved the Hely Spirit in

his fulness. - Tbe] form one bedy - the Body of Chris the Holy Christian
Church (1 Cor. 12' 3; Eph. 4: 5) Tn proposing another "baptism' and
another renewing ' experlence, charismatics preach another gospel and

await a different “spirit.” This is a denial of the all-sufficiency of
the work of Christ and hence also the doctrine of justification.

90
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Reasons for Speaking in Tongues

Yhen we read in Acts 2:5-6, we see that the emphasis of this text is that

Apostles spoke a language that was understandable. People were able to heat
the message of God's Word im their own mother tongue. Acts 2:1 tells us that
this happened at the time when the Jews far aand near came for the special set
time. There were lots of people in Jerusalem at that time.

To understand the setting, we need to remember what happened when the Lord was
captured and was being judged. One thing that made the people who were with
Peter realize that he was a follower of Jesus was the dialect that Peter
spoke. From this we can see that there were many dialects that people spoke.
There at least were eighteen different bodies and nationalities assembled on
the day of Pentecost. Count these for yourself in Acts 2391

The Apostles oun Pentecost were one body, and only spoke one natural langu
their mother tomgue. We read in the Bible that the Gospel is universal. Lt
is for the whole world. Since the preachers on Pentecost Day normally spoke
only one language, one can see that it was necessary that these men be em~
powered to speak ather languages or else only a minority would have bene~
fited from their preaching. But they preached in a variety of real languag
(Acts 2:8). Vhere all.peopie gpeak and understand the same language there is
no need of a special power or gift to speak a language or tongue other than
that known by all. G&peaking in tonpues is only one of the nine recorded
gifts 40 1 Cop. 2s 5nd it is only to bé used when and where there is' a need.
Another gift is that of healing. This reminds me of the prayer of St, Faul,
where he says, "For three times I neked the Lord to heal me.” But the‘Lord
said, "No. Because in your weakness I am glorified.” Here we see that there
are some sicknesses that the f.ord lets come’ to us so we ‘léarn to rely on Him
and on His“help alone s 4Can T thehs‘go:andiéhéut'é"command'in'the name of
Jesus to remove that sickness when the Lord says it'is sevving His purpose?
1F He'does not heal the sickuness immediately (or ever) does that mean that

we don't have enbugh’of the Bpirit, or +Rat we lack faith? We ask the Lord
t6 send us Hig Holy Spirit; but this does not mean that we can shout orders
to the Holy Spirit and ot Hit to do things according to our will. What
did Jesus say in Luke 22: {he Holy 8pirit knows what tc give to the
church and will give such gifts 45 will benefit the church. He Lnows when
and how to do it (1 Cox. 12:7-11).

The gift of languages in +he Bible was unexpected. WUhere do you read that
people asked for it, or were expecting it? The Spirit enabled people to
speak in tongues, only where there was a necessity or a special purpose.

This can be shown in every case where we have this gift mentioned in the New
Testament. In Acts 2:6-8 we see that the multitude did not speak in tongues.
ihen they heard of what happenec to the 12 disciples, that is, the descen-
sion of the Holy Spirit on them in Acts 2:2-4, they came togehter. We are

¥
told that they were astonished because cach of them heard of that saving
power of Jesus in his cwn languaze and prociaimed by men who were Galileans.
They were nct astonished because of some strange sounds that they did not
recognize, but because every man heard the Gospel im his own ‘fother tongue
(AcEs 2:8) . : e ' e

fle have already looked at several of the instances ' in'Acts where the Holy
Spirit is said to have manifested himself to people in the ‘'speaking of ton-
gues, It is significant to note that on all of these dccasions a conversion

5
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of the Gentiles, is involved {eg. the Samaritans Acts 8, Cornelius Acts 10)
as ig the act of baptism. This teaches us that the outward manifestation of
the Spirit is always most closely linked with the primary gift of the Spirit,
which is saving faith that converts the heart of the sinner. The special
gifts and abilities shown forth at such a time were undoubtedly intended to
strengthen this new faith among people who previously had been regarded by
the Jews as religiocus outsiders at best. Let us consider one more example
of this nature: ‘

Read Acts 19:1-6 -

Although it is likely that these people were Jews, they too were “outsiders"”
in the sense that they were living outside of the "Holy Land," Jerusalem in’
particular.

’-—-

1. Why hadn't these people "received the Holy Spirit?” 2. When did they re-
ceive the Holy Spirit? 3., Again, this is: din connection with which \acrameni
(See also Rom., 6:3~4.) : :

Thus, Paul clearly teaches that the Holy %plrtt is active in conversion and
this is the fact which ap dLlnﬁ in tongues bears witness to on a special
eccasiorn.

Charismatics claim that speaki ng in tongues is the evidence of receiving the
Holy Spirit. Our response is, '"Nowhere does the Bible teach that tongues is
the evidence of receiving the Holy Spirif' but those who received Him were
empowered on the day of Pentecost to spes ak the various languages of pecple
gatheved bLL&Uo@ it was vitally necessary that th@ Knuwn world might know of
the wosrel ;

"The Vord of God shows we are sanctified By the holy SplTlt: \ROm. i5: 161
read also Heb, 10:14), : The Bible standard. is not to seek .any opec111ed
gifts of the Spirit, but we are to seel, and receive the C;ft G1ver the
Holy Spirit, and let Him 1mpart the gift that seems best in the mind of Cod.
We are not Biblical when we deﬂand and attempt to dictate the policies of
the Boly Spirit and deuadd of Him to do something that is cleaV1y out of har=
mony: with the Word of God The Word and ‘the Spirit agree, and He opevates in
the realm of the Word., Tc demand any set demonstration is qulmjzxag the
power of .the FHoly oplTlt adding’ to the Bible, and nothing short of a dic-
“a*lon, The Holy Splr1t ha power enOLgh to do His own witnessing, and never
resorts to the inferior to do His convinéing for Him. To demand any set sign
is lowering to the inferior and tha lesser, which always terminates in ques-
tioning and confusion. God's wav ie always cienr, urklnltv, intelligent,

and understandable.” : »

v

pStudy the Bible

1) Read Aetrs 4331 :

© What were the believers filled with?
What did they speak?

2) Read Acts 6:9~10, 7:55-56
Did Stephen speak in tongues?
Did he have the Holy Spirit?

3} Read Acts 9’1/w18 e S
Where in these verses do you read that Paul spoke in tongues?’

4) Read Acts 16:14~15
Who was converLed"
Did she speak in tongues 57
Did she have the Spirit?
How do you know? : '

&



5) Read Acts 16:29-34
Who was converted?
Did he speak in tongues?
Why not? :

: We have Received the Holy Spirit

d LY %
“Read Acfsaibaale b Cor, H253

What must the Holy Spirit do for us?

Read Eph. 2:1; Eph. 2:8-9

t’1

Why must the Holy Spirit do this for us?

Read Acts 11:21 ;
What do we call this work of the Holy Spirdit?
Read 2 iGer. ol .
. In conversion what does the Holy-Spirit give aill believers?
"Read 1 Pet. 1:5 S
tThat wust the Holy Spirit lastiy work imus?
Read 1 Tim. 2:4
Does the Holy Spirit want to bring all people to faith
Read d Gorg 173 : o
Again, how do we know that we have the Holy Spirit?:
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LESSON X

The Evolution of Pentecostalism and Its Influence
on Christianity in Africa

When we read church history and other church writings we find that Pentecosta-
lism rests on a rich and long historical heritage in the appearance of earlier
cstatic groups. These are groups that have claimed "experience im, or guid-
anee by, the Holy Spirit, either apart from or beyond the ewxplicit Word of

God., ** : Feos e

Several of these gvounq were already active at the time of Luther. He called
them "the enthusiasts.” Church historians classify them as "the evangelical
radicals.” Such groups were the uunze”1tes, Anabaptists and others. These
were succeeded by other radicals including Quakers, who contended for the in-
ner light; then came the Shakers and Pietists. "The nineteenth century saw
the culmination of the great 'holiness’ movement, which swept America in the
middle and Zafter part of the century, ¢ movement arising in reaction to the
formalism of the maa%/lnp Protestant bodies, which sought « deeper experience,
entive hol 4ne;s, vietorious living, and similar pxn'?ssed ends. Finally this
drive toward veligious experienti falisn emerged around the turn of the twen-
tieth century in tne mcdarn Perteco"taé mouemenr" (wa Feformation Fellowship).

Pentecostalism stresses an intense, personal °X;PTELHCG of ecstatic pleasure,
g powerfil, individual spivitual Q$p€Pleh66ao.PPﬂfQOOSth experience, then, 18
distinguished by precisely the emphasis on experience...tn a word, the theology
of Pentecostal movement is its experience.” Becker says, "It is dbjjhcuZ# to
Judge the doctrines of the charismatic movement as a whole, for aside from the
ghasis on speaking in tonguee and neaaarv there is little doctrinal agree-
.?»t cmong pentecostalists once one gets beyond the simplest basics of Chris-
tian faith. There are even Pentecostal groups that def Fend the deity of Christ
wind yet deny the doctrine of the Trinity. It should be clear, however, that
Pentecostalism as o whole i a man~centered reliqion that lays unhealthy
stress on human experience and feeling. Thus it draws men away from reliance
on what Luther calls the 'bare Word' of God.*

(B<

The Infiuence of Pentecostalism on Christianity in Africa

It is good for us to know that many of the charismatic African clergy lived in
the Colonial and Independence era. Many of these are members of dependent or
semi-de “Pnduﬂf churches. They serve God under the influence of a "strange
spirit’ which must be exorﬂi@ed at one time or another. They are serving
under what can be called "religious colonialism.” By this I mean the Support/
Mother church regulates the running of the Receiving church. The probliem her
is that there are two societies that are culturally different trying to do the
work of the church together. The African scociety is more man-centered and
aperates as a community. The Support Society is more individualistic etc.
This foreign society regulates, and rightly so, because of the support and
expert personnel which it supplies for the running of the African church. The
Africam clergy then finds himself serving in a foreign church, though it is
planted in his own country. This is bound to bring resentment such as this:

"4 noble missionc iy, who was apparently full of zeal, was heard to
say during his leisure time: 'le must control the church in Africa



because it is a young church.' The problem was that he was old,
and he did not reolize that in the African tradition, he should
now contribute to the African church by telling stories of his
missionary Jjovurneys, not by controlling the progress of the
African church. Why did he not have the attitude of John the

Baptist, 'He must inerease, and I decrease. '” (Milingo)

On the surface it seems that the Pentecostal movement is bringinglwbap%@as
neglected by other churches, that is, it is letting the Africans worship in a
more traditional and independent way. African society is maﬂwcentered;f?entew
costalism is man-centered. Pentocostalism believes in gpiritual experieﬁce.
The African has always been that way. Under this kind of service the African
cannot say, "Mwenzi will never remain spiritually atunted, no miracle of grace
will touch him. He is not worth it. Of course, this is the carpenter’s som.
We know His brothere and sisters, they are with us. And what, of course,

what good can come from Nagaveth? Allow me to dump a 1ine in logic and sc
"What good can come Out of Afplegl’” (Milingo)

Chaupes in iraditional African Spiritual Values

T want to explain what the African understanding of God was. God used to live
among people, (50 traditional stories tell us, but because of man's sinfulness

God has withdrawn Himself. Cod does mnot like evil, nor does He have anything

to do with an evil doer. And yet sinful wan will not have raaniﬁfGod does

not give it, In fact, all good things come From Him.

rot mend the relationship which

Now how can sinful man reach God? He must £
was broken by his ainfulness. How can this be done? Cod demands complete

T T

perfection: of anyone who would approachiHim. i ok
as perfect a newly‘bofn chiid. No matter how man LY

the perfection of a newly‘bofn child, it is jmpossible.
give up and. never: try to. reach Cod with his prayers? . How
the rain, harvest, children etc?  Bo man‘looks for a mediator Aas perfect in

¢ person or thing must be
es he will never attain
Vhat should man do.

will he receive

the sisht of God as a newly born childs

Y

According to African understanding of sim, there is no original sin: all sin

is actual. A person can sin while he is alive but once he dies, he is no

e goes back into a childlike perfection. This man
who has died, and whe now 18 in the world of the 1iving dead, knows what it
means to be a sinner, and he also knows what pecrfection is since he has been
transformed fxom imperfection’tofperFection. This living dead can then, in
an acceptable way, plead to God for man. The African does not worship his
ancestors. Rather, they are called upcn to carry his reguests to God. Sinee
they do that work for him, he must make them happy 0¥ else they will not be
taking his requests TO God, and that would mean misfortune. From this we

see that the African believes that only a splrit mzimu of the living dead

longer a sinner, Rather, b

can reach God on behalf o man.

Are There Any Recent Changes in These Beliefs?

a2t dc Ehe combina

Here is one example. It ig azn example of gyncretism, th
i gince the coming of

tion of Christian and traditional religious teachings.
Christianity, the African has followed this religion very closely. Many
have_beéomé‘members of this religion. Christianity is gyowing faster in
Africa than anywhere else. in. the world. But one big puzzle lies in-the
teaching of the Trinity, where it is contended that the Father is God,



the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. Man can reach this three-in-one
God by praying through God - Jesus. The puzzle is: How can sinful man pray/
reach God through God Him elf? It does not make sense. %o the African says:
0.K., if the Iiving deaa are not good enough, then there must be some other
God. This has been, to some extent, the cause of cerraip 1vdependﬂnt sects.
One ¢ uch\secf is ‘MWzila. The word ﬁﬁlla means ‘path’-or sy,

"The Nzila sect belipveu that each individucl has a qvardian”and guiding
spirit which acte as a 1ink between the individual and God. Any offence
against God or the spirit results in the alienation of either God, the spirit,
_ow»Lo+h This, in turm, leaves the body susceptible to disease and suffer-
”Ha;”h (Muntemba)

“he UZiJa sect discourages the practice of what was wrongly called ancestral
WoTrs hip. This must be from the influence of the Christian religion, which
hat there is only one God. And since many pecple who have an:
spirit are members of some Christian denomination they want theit -

to be more in line with what they hear in their cmﬂ‘ches° Listen

s: "Learn the word that. the father (God) teaches, for God hears and
L1, 1] one is clean and pure in mind and spirit, then the continuous
Fﬂ@;cﬂ(? ¢ the spirit and therefore God will be as ssured.” These people

sort of hald onto two beliefs, one African and the other Chyistian., Aheir
vules and codes of behavious are based on the ten copmandments.

The N

African religion., Uow we want ‘to look at -an African who wuuld call Nzila
the "worship' of encestors. This person claims to be chdrlqmatlc, Tl
let him speak for himselfs :

zilaisect WS on exarple of syncretism, the mixing of Christianity and

ot Long ago, jz t this ucar on June 15th, 1980, I ce[@brateu my
50th bivthday. T%ﬂ dean of the Region combined . the celebration
with a Porish-Confirmation day. At the time of the homily, just
before calling upon the f@h4 Spiritsi T annovnced to the Fabthfvl
the JOZZonan 7 belicve in the reality of the Holy Spirit,
that ﬁ@ 18 a living person. As such: therefore, when I call upon
the Holy Spivit, He will come. May I ask then. that those oj you
who are ffaﬂ@”ﬂﬂ should kneel dowm or sit down. At the coming
of the Holy Spirit there may be a commotion. Hence I would like

that you ore seated, incase you Fall f you will be standing.

"Those who took my word seriously sc down. Ve went into prayers
ﬂrﬂm/vwnMW7 AH@P“M’MWOﬂﬁcmupmwm@}Iwuﬁcm
armointing the confirmends. In the meantime, the commotion be-
ban. Some people fell doun. Othrers eried.  Still others were
ahwktnﬂ and /r€m07£ngo Those who knew v%qf to do at such momewnts

went round to he Vp them By praying with them. After confirma-
tion I anmounced to the people the following: "Flease Zaawe our
friends who have been affected by the presence of 1%e Holy Spirit
to remain where they are., At the time of consecration, we shall
ask the Lord Jesus to heal them all.' When the time of conse-
eration enmeJ T raised the Holy Fucharist, and as sked the Lord Jesus
Christ in His compassion and onJe cension to heal our brothers
and sisters, wkzcm He did. But at thc roising of the Host and

the chalice, again many went wayward. They ,/17 doym. they shouted
and cried. One just near the altor confe sesed: T belvpvej Lord,
that you are present in the Bucharist. T believe Lord.'"

African charismatics may use the same words used by Western charismatics,
but the twe probably believe two different things. 1f Jesus calls the Holy
‘Spirit the Helper, who should come to testify of Bim, how can He exorcise

Him as though He were an evil spidrit, and that at a request of man?  UWe

it 2
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should protect the flock of God aginst falling back to idol worship. This
is not only the work of a pastor, but it is for all of you who are here.
This was the reason for studying this doctrine. May God protect and give us
wisdom to know the spirits which are pmot in keeping with His Vord.

For Discussion

1) Tell of your experience of charismatics or spiritual churches
or individuals claiming to be spirit-possessed in your area,
or any related cases that you know of.

2) Suggest ways in which Missionaries and Nationals can work to-
bether to manifest the spiritual unity which they have by faith,
for the good of the LCCA.

3) Suggest ways in which you, the laity, can manifest the Spirit
working in you through your offerings.
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