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The history of the Pacific Northwest District began in Tacoma Washington. In 18284 seven

e

families got together to organize a German Lutheran church, They needed a pastor so they
called a pasior by the name of F. A. Woll who was currently serving in Fremont Ohio in
the Ohio Synod. Pastor Wolf accepied the call and St. Pauls church was organized in

Tacoma on March 22, 1884, The congregation built a frame chorch and it was dedicated

on April 29, 1824, On January 28, 1895 5t. Paul's church withdrew from the Ohio Synod

and was granted accepiance info the Evangelical Lutheran Joini Synod of Wisconsin Ang
Other States. It is recorded that Pastor Wolf's salary was $25.00 a month.
Mission work inn our synod wag a little different in our Synod back then and mission work

in the PNW was no exception. Pastor Wolf's objective was to find Lutherans who didn't

e
s

have a church. Throughout the early part of the history of the Pacific Northwest it was

thought best to just do mission work in smaller villages and stay away from the bigger

cifies. George Frey, in a conference paper, quotes Win. Lueckel on early mission work:

"Pastor Lueckel writes: "In the early vears the Wisconsin Synod had a
"%ﬁ?i‘@ﬂ? concept of mission work than if has today. Mission opportunities
in cities like Seattle and Spokane wers not exploited. The first missionaries

soon saw the need and the advisability of sending a man {o explore new
fields in the populous communities of the state and Lﬁb Wi&ém n of providing
a chapel for his work if necessarv." He adds the commentary, "It took
many vears before the synod saw the wisdom of such a proceduwre. One
might concede the necessity of sending a pastor to do mission work among
the Indians. The white heathen in cities like Seatils, Spokane and Portland
did not elicit such consideration. The work of the Wisconsin Synod in the
Northwest was for too many years limited to aclivities in smaller towng and
villages. This is one reason why if is sometimes difficult to begin new
missions in the larger cities where other Lutheran ':%fﬁ«:}ﬁ% have already been
active for 75 years. Today 2‘2.“5223’1}/ s;}ié. Wigcongin Synod Lutherans are
members of other synods and the seciarian ﬁmama because there was no
Wisconsin Synod church to serve E‘_s;zc:‘s:a 1 when they came west"” (3-4).

.\\,,"
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Bven though the officials of the Wisconsin Synod had let St. Paul's of Tacoma into the
Synod they weren't quite sure about doing mission work way out in the west. 1. P. Koehler
thought that the Wisconsin Synod shouldn't be spending money on this Litle church in the
west but that this church should have been referred to the Missouri Synod which was
slready active in that part of the country, J. P. Koehler talks about the Church Expansion

Policy and it's dealings with the west at the time:

"The greatest lore (for those working with the Expansion Policy) was that of
the west... The congregation (St. Pauls) ought to have been directed fo
Missourd, which alicady was Emauzd at Tacoma. Bui that dida't suit Pastor
Wolf... Covering the case the report of the commission adds: * Eh@ hope is
held out that the congregation will soon grow, though it may not becoms
large. The commission so reports but offers no opinion as to feasibility.
Likewise, the conumission refers the matter of Pastor Wolf in Tacoma, WA,
0 Synod, since it was not in a position to get a clear picture of the
conditions there. If we are to do anything the conmumission recommends that
the superintendent of church exiension make a frip there 1o satisfy H’ﬁs%s‘if
whether ﬁ@la are any prospects for us v@ (0 SUscess ﬁ‘i mission work ther

..Synod's resolution was to the effect that the superintendent undertake i‘i*x

ap?mza‘w vip and in the event of g»a rg 108 MC i or Wisconsin turn the
fields over to Minnesota or Missouri.

Bendler and Prasses von Rohr went west and returned with the report that
the West is beautiful, perplexing, and expensive; still a land of the future,
but then abounding with prospects. .,,"i’i_, Missourians are at work in the
West, and thetr work ought not fo 'E“% hampered. But ﬁ;f: ,E%:ﬁ:}ma
wﬂgaﬁgamn has a right to remain with us and should not be forced to unite
with Missowri. It might do 1o suggest union wﬁh Missousi, but if sﬁ@ wants
to stay with us, we dare not abandon her. Of all the Lutheran churches she
has the best ’igwa tion in the city and i?m, greatest prospects. In case we are
going to continue the mission, we ocught to place two or thres pastors
ithere." These reports were not given undivided credence in Synod but the
majority abided by them... Tacoma was henceforth supported” (196-197).

And with that, owr roots in the PN'W had been established.



In 1902 old age forced Pastor Woll to retire. Henry Viesienz of Baraboo, who had been
in Tacoma seeking better health, served the vacancy. Pastor Wolf and his wile moved to

San Francisco but returned a vear later.  Woll died in Tacoma in 1909 af age 71.

In 1903 a Seminary graduate named . A, Hinst was assigned to St Paul's. He served
there until 1907, During this time Frnst received word that there were Lutherans in the

north central part of the state that were looking for a church. These were people who had
moved from the Midwest,  Frnst did some mission world in that arsa of the stale and on

first pasior a

e

305 Grace church in North Yaldma cams inio exwstence. The iy

b

October 22, 1

Grace was J. Ebert. Grace had a rough beginning, Ebert didu't stay long and in the first

£ sars (wace had several different nastors. The biz nroblem. however, was with 1}

five years Grace had several different pastors. The big problem, however, was with the
e

Missouri church on the other mide of town., Grace church bscamne kanown as the

"oppogition church” since the people couldn't understand why there needed to be another

Lutheran church in the same town. This problem escalated and funed info an inter-
synodical case. It took until 1912 for this case to be resolved when an inter-gynodical

commities ruled in favor of the Wisconsin Synod church and let i remain there.

In 1907 the Mission Board of the Wisconsin Synod recognized the need of missionaries fo
the north central part of WA and sent Martin Raasch to Leavenworth. Pastor Raasch was
a bachelor ot the time and built his own house. He was installed Aug. 4, 1907, While he
was there the congregation buili St. Paul's church in Leavenworth which was completed in

March of 1911, Raasch also started a preaching station in Manstield.

Raasch's field included Grant, Chelan, and Douglas, and Okanogan Counties.  This was

o1

basically the whole north central part of the state. Luecksl writes:

"It wag an homense territory and a chrondcle of those day tells about the
hardships and difficulties under which the missionary serve !L_tf scattered



Lutheran families whom he contacted. "Anvong ﬁamﬂiar with the
topography of the State of Washington and the means of travel available at
that fime - those were horse and buggy days - will understand that thig
was a difficult field to seyve. When Raasch served Okanogan where he had
contacted a fow Lutheran families, he went by rain from Leavenworth to
Wenatchee and waited there many howrs for a branch line train to take him
to Okanogan 95 mls. to the north. This was a frip of 120 miles from home.
When he served Mansfield he again traveled o Wenaichee by train and
waited Tor hours until he could travel another 75 miles to Mansfield on a
combination freight and passenger train. When he went io Low Gap {(ﬁ'am'
Counnty) he travelled 75 miles by train to Quincy where a member of his
flock et him with horses and a lonber wagon and drove him 15 or 20
miles to the south over a lonely trail through sage brush country. He said
that on his first itip he breathed a sigh of relief when his farmer host at last
said, "In about thirty minutes we will be %same Tired and hungry the
missionary was finally welcomed by the farmer's family™ (4-5).

In 1910 the Mission Board recognized the need o help Raasch and sent Tred E. Stern fo
t. John's Mansficld where he and his family moved into a 14 x 20 house. While there he

started other preaching stations in the swrounding aveas. Siemn also had a challenge

21

working in this area as the higtorian writes in Continuing In His Word:

"Okanogan and M‘msﬁsfid were about sixty miles from Mansfield up the
Columbia and Okanogan rivers.  The missionary would leave his home
early in the morning and havei by stage (later the trip was made with a hired
Hvery team) and arrive at Omak in the evening. Services were held and the
children were instructed that same evening. The fﬂﬁowéng lay the pastor
would deive thirty miles to Brewster, conduct services, ingtruct the children,
andt make the nec ssary © calls. Wenatchee, seventy mﬂfss from Mangtield,
was another charge of missionary Stern. Besides he served Withrow, a
congregation organized in 1911, Leavenworth, and Mansfield. When, in
1916, ?Pa%ma" Stern received a call fo Wateriown, Wisconsin, s seven
missions in the Pacific Northwest lost a faithful and zealous missionary”
(126).

In 1907 Reinhold Ave-Lallemont accepied the call to St. Paul's in Tacoma. In 1910 L.C
Krug from Whitehall, W1 came 1o Yakima and served Grace, In 1910 St Paul's of Tacoma
built the brick church that is sfill nsed today. Tt was dedicated on Nov. 20, 1910, All three

of the other Wisconsin Synod pastors were present there at Ave-Lallemant's new chuich:



s PO
L.C. Krug (new guy o Yalima), Martin Raasch (Leavenworth); Fred E. Siern (new guy in
A, e

Viensfield). The day afier the dedication, Nov. 21, 1910, was held the first pastoral
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conderence. And the day afier that was the first compmunion service in St

which the four attended.

Pastor L. C. Krug, who had recently come to the PNW had an influential part in the
history of the District.  When Krug arived he started looking Tor mission opportuniiiss.

George Frey tells us of what he remembers about IKrug's mission strategy:

’FC‘

"I recall Pastor King, who was pasior of Grace congrsgation m 1911, felling
of doing canvasy work with two other gwim in Bliensburg prior 1o the
establishment of the utmgs egation there. He said they first would find a city

directory and check out the names that were German, and these would be
the people they called on.  They would likely be either Lutheran or
Catholic” (2-3).

Through this method Krug started a preaching station in Ellensburg, He also served

Lutheran familics in Cowiches, Athenum, and Mabton.

In 19172 the mission board of the Wisconsin Synod recognized the need to help Krug with
his area. The synod sent Pastor R. Siegler to help.  Af thig fime Krug had received word

that there were some Lutherans in Lewiston, Idaho and Clarksion, Washington who were
looking for some pastoral care. Kiug sent Siegler 1o investigate. As it turns out the fisld
in that far east side of the state was ripe for harvest and Siegler formed 5t John's in
Lewiston Idaho. Siegler also traveled to Kennewick and formed Zion on the west side of
the city. Zion was formed when Siegler discovered 10 Lutheran families who were living
there. Siegler and the congregation in Zion started building a church for themselves in
Kemnewick in 1911 but the construction was suspended ontil 1912, During this time
Siegler accepted a call to Wiscongin, In 1912 S. Probst was called to serve Zion in

Kennewick. Probst served until 1918 when he accepted 2 call to Northwestern College in



b,

Wateriown, Wisconsin, In 1918 ¥, Reddin was called to take over as E/ifﬂf’h in Kennewick.

-

But things didn't work out too well for Reddin in Kennewick., Reddin was very German

and the congregation i Kennewick was very English. There was a clash between the two
which Reddin recognized right away when he arrived and within a month he left. After

that Zion tried o got another pastor bui the workers were few. The congregation calied for

b

a pastor Tor a while but none of them accepted the call. After a short while, when some of
the prominent members of Zion moved away, the church closed it's doors and the property
was gold to the Norwegian Lutherans.

e

Getting back to 1912, Pastor Krug who was serving Grace in YVakima became ill and at the
(,;(:/c,TL(/ n . )

advife of his Br. he decided to take a leave of absence. Krug moved to Kennewick in

1917 (at the time that Siegler wae building up the church there). e lived in a modest

housge on the edge of town hoping fo recover.

While sick in Kennewick Krug got an wrgent call from two laymen who desired to have

e
ot

him visit some families in the Hanford and White Bluffs area which was up the Columbia

River to the north of Kennewick 45 miles.  Despite lus health, Krag responded and wen

v . .i

to the arca, Officials from the synod urged Kyog to remain thers even though he was il
3 g

ag the laymen had said. When

& whers to meet for services the people decided to meet in White Blulfs since the
majority of the members were from that town, On Sept. 12, 1912 S5t Paul's of While
Bluffs was founded.  Despite his bad health, Krug moved to White Biufls to serve the

pecple there. In 1918 a frame church was erected and dedicated to the Lord in While

Skipping ahead in history we find that this church in White Bluffs had an unfortunate end.

-

During WWIU the Federal Government took over 500,000 acres of land in that area which
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inciuded the town of White Bluffs and Hanford. Beginning in 1943, the government used

the land creating the Atomic Frergy Commission. On this sight plutonium for the atomic

he government forced all the people living in this area to leave. St

~

g
I3

homb was made,

4
i

Paul's church in White Blufls also had to leave. When many of the members moved out of
the area the church closed. Pastor King, who was still iving, retired alier that and moved

i 1

fo Yakima where he died in 1958, The Hanford sight is still in operation today and several

Pl

ol our WELS members are emploved theve.

Back to 1912, During this year the Pacitic Northwest Pastoral Conference was founded.

the pastors met twice a year. The pastors all looked forward to this time fogsther. They
were all so far apart that they never saw each other much, This time together served to

strengthen them and renew their zeal for spreading the Word.

r

bty

Vakima., Soll was 43 years old (which was "old" when compared to the ages of some o

the Sem/ graduates that were ofien assigned to the PINW). He had a lot of experience in

his background.  He had been serving in the parish ministry since 1891, and also served
as the old Michigan Synod treasurer, and ag Vice President of the Michigan Synod. From
1907 to 1912 he served as the President of the Wisconsin Joint Synod. In 1912 soms

thought that his life took on a strange course when he accepted the call 1o the newly

organized mission field of the PNW. And I suppose it did, compared to hls previous life-

i

style, but this just shows his conviction to preachisg the gospel to all the ends of the sarth.

£

Tt has been reported that some of the officials of the Synod wers glad that he was going out

west to work, They told him fo make sure that things were still condessional out there.

Y :

Many were still apprehensive about the whole idea of mwission woik in the west calling it

mh

.y

4

the "burial ground” of the Wisconsin Synod. They wanted Soll to keep the brothers on the



conservative path.  The young graduates and pastors who were serving in the west greatly

—.)

benelitied from Soll's experisnce. Many of the voung pasiors had many difficultics
adapting to the way of life and the minislry when they arrived in the west and Pastor Soll

helped them and gave them much needed advice.

Soll worked faithfully in the PNW. When he arrived in YVakima i 1912 to serve Grace,
the congregation was sirugghng.  While he was there the congregation became

independent. Soll also served many other missions in the area.

In 1916 Soll started a disgtrict newspaper to strengthen the reader’s faith and also to inform

the reader of what was going on in the other churches around the District. He called it the
Fyvangelisi. He published it monthly and the subscription price was $.25 per month. The
monthly paper ran into the 1940g but was almost discontinued two years afier Soll

introduced it
"TOTHE i%éﬁf%ﬁﬁ i
Y

i
g
With a smumim mind for some time -s;h manager of the evangelist hag
noticed the falling off of revenues and receipts for this paper and, afier
much thinking on this subject, 1 had come to the conclugion rather to give

0

up the paper, at least temporarily, than to mn it with an ever ;g;ﬁ WIng
deficit; but then I received some letiers so kind and encour agu together

with enough money to pay off the debig, that 1 saw that the Evangelist has
place in owr church work, especially at the present time, w%m on account
of many vacancies and h influenza Pmd smic 50 much of our work ig
upsel.  Therefore, God helping, the Evangelist shall be continued” {Disc.
191
Ao jn

Eo I D

vhen the Joini Synod of Wisconsin granied Disicot siatus

™
-

4

and missions in the Pacific Northwest, Soll was elscted president of the Disirict. He served

3. Soll suffered a heart attack shorily after the death of his

e

as the first president until 193

wife 101939, and in 1940 he died in Yalima. Soll had served in many different places and



states, and had held many different offices, bt Lueckel tells us what So

fime in the PNW:
"The yvears and the labors in the Pacific MNorthwest were the most blessed

and satisfying of his whole life, in spite of many hardships and obsiac bz«z”

The brothers in the Pacific Northwest had great vespect for this man. W, Lueckel writes in

the Northwestern Lotheran and told of the Tuneral:

"President William Luscksl preached ish nomn, gsg swilying Jesus
Chrigt, Who gives His church faithful servanis and Who crowng their labors
with His blessing (I Cor. 4:1,2). ”*wm . Adascheck m’@&@%’sé the German
sermon (Phil. 1:21}. The pastors W, Amacher zsmi B, Kirst assisted in the

services ‘aﬁd the brethren of the District were honorary palibearers. The

\e‘"

Ty
ied o the res 3&, angd love which church
wd for their pastor and friend. Interment was made

10 Was 4

¥ s;gfabp ga;sm v wms‘ %wmmﬁf f}i a m(ﬁ slem was ﬁi{em gern

STSNCes ﬂﬂai gynod efings. Many 3 voung pastor whose
10 an isolated mission in the Nosthwest, was ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ‘éﬁi@d by

hie sane and fatherly counsel. His wite and conservative leadershi 3
been a blessing for owr w%‘ ole Pacific Northwest District these many years,
But in the Lord's school of life he had also learned the lesson of E’Ml”{ﬁlﬁy
and service. He was ready to serve his Lovd i
be called.

May the memory of a faithful servant of Jesus Churist abide with us!” (28:1
@33}

From this wiriting i is plainly evident how much an mfluence ¥, Soll 1

beginnings of the District. Later on in this paper I will get mto 1

during Soll's presidency in more detail.

1

Once again T go back to 1912 1o talk about other mission expansion that branched off mio

ong than what [ have alix

3y
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1912 was also the vear that the Wisconsin Synod fist reached down mto Oregon. Two

members who ha

d moved to Portland from Bllenshure sent word that Portland would be a

As a vesult, a preaching station opensd.

wae called to serve in Porfland full dme.

the sastern part of Oregon and recommended to the synod migsion board that a missionary
be sent out there. Wi, Lueckel was called ag a missionary to enterprise Oregon. In 1918

filled i the PNW

[oead
v

died suddenly of apoplexy leaving another vacancy to

Tl e o - o ey 2 i PP S SRS ) & 1 . A e 3 s
Filling vacancics in the District was a very diffic ing to do. And it was hs

i (,0-45"}'(’5/(“;?'«\
pastors who were already there fo help out unitl a vacancy,got s own pasi

24, P, - oA e wwrer e
and the travel was dow that it was

impossible to give a sle in the area.

accent calls into the Nt was too bard an

of the mission work in the west as being the "burdal grounds” of the Wisconsin Synod.

Financial reasons kept some from going as well. The pastor would receive $50.00 per

month, If the missionary had a growing family money would be tight.  The missionaries

were also on their own for transportation. Many of ther

needed to get to the statlon. If the missionary had wealliy

maybe afford a fitodel T. Many graduates were assigned out thers because the velerans

didn't want to go. Many of the graduat gh and had many reasons for

accepting calls back to the Midwest, Lusckel tells of one reason why a young pastor in the

(@:.

west might be tempted to go back east:



7/

"And, when ga progpective mother-in-law in Wiscongin let a bachelor
misgionary in the West lnow that he would have pernssion o m
danghter when he accepted a call to Wisconsin, that could be ar
tempiation 1o leave and let someone else take over in the West” (9).

1
HiH

Those voung pasiors had tough decisions to make!

With the lack of work

t of slow growth among the

misgions. Some pastors from other D > west as

this one pastor said half jokingly to President Soll, "After all, Fritz, what do you have out

wWest,

of the field. Rev. A. C. Hasse from St. Paul
travelled to the west with Pastor F. J. Eppling shorily before Eppling accepted the call 1o
Portland in 1916, Hasse's travel log was printed in the October 7, 1916 edition of the

Norithwestern Lutheran, He writes:

"In the company of Rev. F. J. Eppling, we leil 5. Pau

3th and traveled over the scenic roule of ‘éﬁz:

3

On Wednesday morning, Aug. 16th, we sur

nily and the reception we received was most cor dw, f—‘wfmgﬂ he day

had an ﬁ‘g‘ag’@m%m%‘v of beholding one of the greatest miracles o

éw,v the I\Tm h Yakima V“ﬁﬁ” form ﬂv a sage brush deser
srined by irrigation into & tabl A soil composed

%amw‘ forth “4*1%3‘%‘; frees, m“@z?e,%a:m ¥ i ‘%:a their ﬁ‘mé@& the T“’jﬁ"?éﬁi

islded by actual

pic
o imdgsionaries 1
alow ebb, and it requires 1

for the church,



e

Jhe conference et and iqs ihﬁ wiiter's ben

aiﬂiaﬁ od asoount o 1t these reports it was evident t

workers in the far west are working faithiolly and dﬁzge 1ily o
disadvania ;w Ma fife of owr plonser yssionaries in |

they should be remembered in 'é:‘

i iv mider many
’Lryﬁ )L% i)f

of our

...As many people from owr cong a:; ﬁa:} 18 in Wisconsin and Minnesota are
mgﬂ_mg their homes in our western m iggion fields, lot us ”mm,i}@ﬁ that by
%’%m mainienance of these mission posts we are pm«/ idlin

43

v of our old friends and aé’za is why the wr é{:ﬁ ié, u AvVO
these long rﬁaaz ance migsions in the folure

nsion of Christ's kingdorm to kindly send an m:é‘adimwi 0
heer o our missionaries in the far west. May God bless i":af:m aﬁé m@;r
noble work" (152).

Visconsin Synod became known as the BEvangslical Lutheran Joint Synod

"The missions in the Northwest, however, presented a problem. The

could have sombined  with 5;&%&;&«&@;@&%&&& missions of fhe
Méﬁ nesota Qﬁ;émﬁ Diakota-Montana became a Dighiict Synod m 1921, It

was also suggested that the western missions be assigned 1o the Nebraska
E‘égmgi, The old familiar proposal was also heard again, "Tumn the entire
western mission Held mm to the Missouri u"“fﬁ(}ﬁ While these various
plans were being considered some one mads the suggestion that the wesiern
missions become a District Synod. It was an astor ijzp sugeestion and the
missionaties and the churches in the west will be forever D; %«;—;;ﬁfa to him
who made it and to the Joint ‘awmd for adﬂ'{;'m' fzg it. No doubt 1
F. Soll was exerciging a stabilizing s western nssions
bearing on the adoption of that su




=1

‘hen on Auguost 18-21, 1918 all the Pastors and delegates of the Pacific Northwest were
invited o Grace in Yakima in order fo Digtrict.
this conference from Pastor (newly elected President) Soll as
newspaper fvangelist:

E: 4 74 S
"First Conve

fevence to branch oul into a real
gynodical district with a full set of duly elected officers and a lot of business

T was a new veniure for our ﬁ’i!“ki ool

Though a small gathering f—éﬁ was an earnest gathering of pastors zsz‘s_d
delegates. All except fouwr had ¢ ome in autos and deparied in au‘i@s m order
| Id we had it
the Hov,

_ﬂiﬁ“fe imruis@mz sessions Rev., B, C. Ave-Lallemant delivered a lecture on
"The spiritual condition of the Chuch as reflected in her outward
a@’i‘ivﬁ‘i@ﬁ;,

The officers elected for two years are:  President, "} H K. Solly 1. Vice
E esident, Re‘af, R. C. Ave-Lallemant; 2. Vice President, Rev. Lsu Kiug;
Secretary, Rev. W, P. Hass; Treasursr, M. H. I W ‘Rﬁi; h&jl{ﬁ
‘%wtgw{m; Rev. F. 1 Eppling, "’Vi&;ﬁ@g Rev. R. C. Ave-Lallemant;
Chrondeist, Rev. 1. i?'miﬁ’@,a;p Local Treasurer, Mr. Gustav @G{;P@%” {Angust
1918 p2

.

Later on the article President Soll explaing 1o the readers how it will be beneficial to be part

o
ped

of a Synod:

T was a new experience to the mini

&

novel 1o some of our delegates; they studied Wi

t the veal me 31“""@53 of a
synod is and they were well satisfied. Agr WQMF as it is to meet old friends

and to make new ones, this is not the main purpose.  An Evangelical
Lutheran Synod consists of Christian people who have and publicly confess
the same Scriptural faith and who accordingly work in the same love....The
fhiciency of a synod or conference canmnot i§ & neasured by the number,

wealth, social glanding, influence Q‘f its membe 1t only by their {aith a ,i
. Vain is ?h@ ﬂs:msﬁgzﬂ:zg of those who sesk
. 5 r ‘1 =

their g:a*g,e,a?i ility of preaching fail
mifort for the Evangelical Luﬁ'i'

Fol ﬁ,,,,bm Synodical Digtrict of the
nbreakal orige of ‘53 m whe
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Alter the convention in Yalkima the pastors went home with a sense of belonging.

wers now a recognizable part of the synod and no longer could they Teel that they were not

being g f‘é;pgmﬂi d vy the Syood, Al this time the nmumb ?f commdcant members in the

. du 574'/ L .
enfire %’ii@ﬁ Was ‘jﬁr/’?n

But just because they wore now part of the Synod didn't mean that all their problems were

gone., They siill had the problem of having a pastor shortage. In fact by the end of 1918

rict was in a terrible position. In the December issus of the Evangelisi Soll tells

about their position by writing:

g,;c:;

*Omr disgtrict is in great disiress. The delicate constitation ev. . Kirst

has broken down under work and worry and he has imga Oct. 12, Rev.
W. P. Hass lefi for Oconomowoc, WL Nov. 26, Rev. B. C. ﬁﬁ]@”ﬂ&ﬁﬁ:ﬁm‘ﬁﬁ:
left for Monticello, MM, and on the morning of Nov. 27, Rev. T. 1
FEppling was called home, dying instantly of apoplexy. The congregations
and missions at Kennewick, Ellensburg, Cle Elum, LE%% ton-Lewigton,
088 ‘§ ;,m@zfgﬁﬁsa?

Palouse, Tacoma, all in Washingion, 'md P z‘*‘f{aﬂé

\}wwm are Waf&wmf Though Qms have %}em i out

and oy Pacific Northw L:%S@‘
15t

X t,nd studen

1ict f@a’-* Eﬁﬁ é:a mv Wif

he camp g,z, i, Rev., Bﬁﬁn

{ the other ticlds lies mainly i the

Eal

A e g ol sidermpret 5 3 5 oI . d4setem
After this distress notice, Soll gives them some inglruction

"Fist of all, you members, hel ; s» ,'f,j to ‘é:h@ Lord of the harvest that he
send laborers into his harvest, ' :
few, o 'ﬂ 7 four and just common human %mg ‘
%/iwj Bluffs has an awkward train connection and Pastors
W. Lueckel are almogt out of the ijbf: stion, not only because
away, 300 miles and over to the nearest fields, but because
frain service across the main amg of the Cascades usually 18 z‘;a‘a:%i@mﬂ;”:ei@fy
imes for weeks.

Have patience if services are few and far belween.

up, we are neither authorized nor inclined to do 8
not forget that the influenza epidemic prevenis proper
made.
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bemoaning the sad situation. I
s enough, arrangs reading

If & minister is speedily needed for the sick and dying or for other

occasions, please let me know and I shall ry to come or send some of our

Keep up the h@igaﬂwm {)E}/@w church, the buildings, the tinances; the dues
collected d 18y CoIme hagad‘%; to pay off some debig, 1o have
De

i
done necessary i‘ﬁg}aﬁ” S (De
Soll cloges his article by encouraging them with the comfort of the Christmas season,

o

"Lastly, remember, Christ is born, he has not come to sadden our hearts but o gladden

them...Christ ¢ born, our troubles are at end!” (Dec. 1918 p.2).
With that kind of leadership, President Soll led the PNW District info the 19208, There

P o

was a continued pastor shortage through the 20s, but the Lord answered the prayers of the
people and gradually the vacancies were filled and the overall communicant membership of

£~

the District rose.

J’ia:i; B 84y

A

Slow but steady growth was Two missions wers opened in

R S

' Faith (2 daughler to 5t Paul's)

is still active today. In 1924 Grace in Yakima became financially independent. By the

time of the District's 10 year anniversary in 1928, the number of pastors were 9 and they
were serving 17 congregations. The communicant membership had increaged o 628

During the 30s the Snogualmic Valley area proved to be fruitful and o church was

o

organized i 1937, In 1938 members of Zion in Rainier, who previously belonged to the

t\[ c’”
£
o

Uhio synod, applied for and were granted membership in the Wis mﬁ‘«*u%woﬁ
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During the 1940s the Wisconsin Svaod began to work in the bigger cities of Seattle and

spokane.  The mindset of doing mission work changed Trom just reaching out o the

-

area of Spokans, in the Spokane Valley, and also a congregation in sout

out to all of the unchurched, As a resull of this Grace n Seatile was

wganized, Trinity in Spokane was also organized as was a congregation in the Shadle Park
i) iy

During the 40s Grace in Yakima grew large enough to start a daughter on the west side --

. . ; P N
Redsemer. Also nsar Yakima, Grace in Zillah was organized. By the end of the 40s the

commmumnicant membership of the Pacitic Northwest District was at 1211, and there were

Y
-3

The 50s were eventfil years as well. By 1957 communicant membership was at 1602,

The District was served by 19 pastors in 23 congregations. New congregations had been
established in Edmonds, and also in Portland and Fugene Orsgon.

However, during the late 508 the synod sulfered a terible blow., During the 1957 synod
convention several memorials from individual members, from congregations, and from
districts of the synod were presented calling Tor a splif with the Missowi Synod. When the

sphit did not ocowr many throughout our Synod were convinced that our Synod was losing

il's confessional stance. Among these people was the President of the Pacific Northwest

£

District, M. J. Witt, Wit resigned from the Synod along with his congregalion.

after that three pastors in the Spokane arca withdrew from the synod along
congregations. The disirict also lost the pastor and congregation in Clarkston,
Orofino, 1ID. Individual members throughout the District also left the Syno

Northwest District was reported to have lost 1/3 of s members! Although

Digtricts in the Svnod also suffered losses, no other District in the Synod felt the e

the losses as sharply as the Pacific Northwest Disirict.

11
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But by the 50th anniversary of the Pacific Northwest District in 1968, the District was back

3
1

to 19 pastors and 24 congregations. The membership had visen 1o

]
H

1820, By 1980 there

were 37 congregations with 3695 communicant members who were served by 29 pastors.

P

Congregations had been established in Salem, Bend, and Corvallis, Oregon; and Renton,

‘i

nd Vancouver, Washington; Nampa Idaho; and Kelowna, British Columbia. Mission

i

work had also begun in Alaska, and by 1980 five congregations had been established in

el
=
lozmach
D
N>
o
fos
£3
3
r e
par]
o

itic Northwest Disirict celebrated s 75th anmiversary. Afiter 75 vears th

L

Dustrict has the following rmunbers: 45 pastors serving 43 congregations with 4673

commumicants and 6609 souls. The district has 9 Lutheran elementary schools with 33
teachers and 566 students. The District also has one Lutheran high school.
What will the future hold for the Pacific Northwest District? District President Widmar
wrote these words which he read to the pastors and delegates at the 35th bienndal
convention m 1994

"Will we nearly double in size during the next twenty vear ss ag we did during

the last twenty? Only the Lord can angwer that question, but 5 would
think that the most productive part of the history of our M%mm is gtill ahead

or s 10

of us. The power of God's pure Word g still among usg in ifs fruth and
purity, The promise of God fo bless the msa@bm@ of his gospel still stands
firm...Our forefathers in this District %‘ ave been faithful in Wﬁm sing along the
wonderful gospel message to this generation. May that joviully be said of

1 by fsture generations of W LL% members i the Pacilic Northwest
gtrict” (273,

g

£
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