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“The Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers; let Him not leave us, nor forsake us” 1 xines 8:61
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And He bearing His Cross went forth into a place
called the place of a skull, which is called in the

Hebrew Golgotha: where they crucified Him.
John 19:17
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THE SUFFERING SAVIOR’S CONCERN
FOR HIS EXECUTIONERS

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”
Luke 23, 34

He Wrought Forgiveness for Them

The words of the Savior
revealing His deep con-
cern for His executioners
were not addressed to them directly.
They were a prayer which He raised to
the Father in heaven after His shameful,
painful crucifixion had been carried out.
This prayer shows forth His perfect obe-
dience to the heavenly Father. It signifi-
cantly begins with “Father”, with the
same address with which He had begun
His fervent prayers in Gethsemane.
There Jesus stood before His great pas-
sion. So exceedingly dreadful to the
Savior was the burden of our sins which
He was to take upon Himself that He
asked the Father to remove this bitter cup
from Him, if it were possible in any other
way to redeem sinful mankind. Even
then, however, the thought never as much
as entered the Savior’s heart that the
Father’s gracious will itself should be set
aside. In no other will could His own
loving heart find joy. Thus He arose
from His prayers, willing and resolved to
enter upon His bitter passion, the only
way of human redemption.

“Father,” 1n
Gethsemane

“Father”, Again Thereupon Jesus was
betrayed, abused, con-
demned, mocked, scourged, and led to
Golgotha. After He was finally nailed to
the cross we again hear Him pleading
“Father” in perfect childlike trust. But
in the prayer that follows. He is thinking
not of Himself, but of others. In spite
of the agony, shame and pain which He
is suffering He asks nothing for Himself.

He raises no complaint and He expresses
no dissatisfaction, but is perfectly willing
and content to bear and suffer all that the
Father has appointed for Him. In this
perfect obedience to the Father even unto
death, Jesus, the incarnate Son, wrought
forgiveness for sinful men. He rendered
a perfect obedience in their stead and bore
all their curses for them, that they might
go free. In praying: “Father, forgive
them” Jesus showed that He was winning
forgiveness also for His very execution-
ers. He thought particularly of them in
the midst of His vicarious obedience,
thought of all who had a part in bringing
on His passion, crucifixion and death. He
thought of them in connection with the
forgiveness that He was procuring for all
sinners on the cross. He wrought forgive-
ness also for them.

Our Comfort Here we have a mighty
testimony to the comfort-
ing truth that Jesus wrought forgiveness
for all sinners. Let no one say in despair:
my sins are too great and too black to
share in the forgiveness which Jesus
wrought on the cross. We indeed all have
reason to feel weighed down by our many
daily sins, by the realization that we, too,
have repeatedly betrayed, denied, mocked,
accused, and compromised our Savior.
Yet we can and may find comfort in the
fact that Jesus thought particularly of just
such sinners as He wrought redemption
on the cross. He did not exclude them
from the fruits of His passion, but es-
pecially included them. “The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.” Jesus wrought redemption for all
sinners and from all sins.

He Sought Forgiveness for Them

“Forgive Them” In His deep concern
for His executioners
Jesus asked the Father to make forgive-
ness their blessed possession. He prayed:
“Father, forgive them,” that is, remit, dis-
miss, send away their sins; let them be
blotted out in Thy holy sight; let also
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these sinners partake of Thy grace and
love now and of Thy glory hereafter.
When Jesus thus asks forgiveness for His
executioners it is more than mere sym-
pathy on His part, pleading for an exer-
cise of mercy and leniency. Jesus is ask-
ing for something for which He has the
fullest right to ask. For the suppliant
here is the Savior who is bearing all their
curses for them and rendering obedience
in their stead.

Forgiveness
Through Faith

Only through humble,
penitent trust in Christ
as their Savior could
His executioners come to enjoy this
blessed boon of His intercession. Yet the
granting of such penitent faith was itself
included in the Savior’s prayer in their be-
half. In praying, “Father, forgive them,”
Jesus added: “For they know not what
they do.” This sad fact was still keeping
them from being blessed in His pardon.
This sad condition He desired to have re-
moved for them.

Faith Through
the Gospel

In saying of His execu-
tioners that they did not
know what they were
doing Jesus was not absolving them of
guilt in bringing Him to the cross. Their
sin and guilt was great indeed. The Apos-
tle Peter explained the Savior’s words for
us on Pentecost, saying to the Jews: “Ye
denied the Holy One and the Just, whom
God raised from the dead. . . . Ye killed
the Prince of Life. And now, Brethren, I
wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did
also your rulers.” In their spiritual blind-
ness these people did not realize and un-
derstand that with their wicked dead they
were crucifying the Prince of Life, the
Savior of the world. They did not realize
that with all their wicked deeds they were
yet carrying out God’s gracious plan for
their redemption. They did not perceive
that in willingly permitting them to nail
Him to the cross unto suffering and death
Jesus was winning pardon and eternal life
for them. These truths were still to be
brought home to them in the fullest mea-
sure through the preaching of His finished
redemption, through the preaching of His
glorious resurrection as God’s mighty seal
upon His redemptive work. In His prayer
Jesus was pleading for further time of
(Continued on page 103)




March 30, 1947

The Time
Has Come

In a review of a recently produced movie, which
is said to be the “most lavishly cast, the loudest
ballyhooed, and the sexiest horse opera ever made,”
we read the following line that should put every Christian to
serious thinking: “The audience eventually learns that Illicit
Love doesn’t really pay in the long run, but for about 134 min-
utes it has appeared to be loads of fun.” We know from the
Bible that sinful man in his degenerate state will not only fall
into all sorts of unnatural and horrible vices, but that he will
even take pleasure in those who commit them (Rom. 1, 32). It
is a sure sign of moral depravity when man is entertained by
those vices through which Satan holds man enslaved and
through which he is pulling him to hell. Our children should
learn to abhor drunkeness, fornication, adultery, lasciviousness,
envy, hatred, murder. They should know that because of such
sins the wrath of God comes upon this world. They chould
know that those who live in such sins cannot enter the kingdom
of heaven. But if we and our children permit ourselves to be
entertained for 134 minutes with all kinds of profligacy, we are
thereby not only becoming indifferent toward such sins, but are
also weakening the spirit by which we must war against our own
sinful lusts. Even though at the end we are shown that sin in
the long run does not pay, yet we will be honest to admit that our
Old Adam considered it lots of fun and has been strengthened in
his war against our saving faith. Let us cease crying against the
vices and immorality that surround us and begin by cleaning out
the leaven in our own lives and be on the guard against that es-
pecially by which we and our children are being entertained.
How can you enjoy a glass of beer in a tavern, when you know
the modern tavern has become a means of destroying men’s
bodies and souls and is now one of the major causes disrupting
our American homes ; how can you enjoy a modern novel when
you know that by such compost piles of immorality many lives
are being corrupted, or how can you enjoy a movie which enter-
tains men by carefully portraying the pleasures which sinful
man derives from immorality and thereby lures others into such
vices? The time has come when we must take to heart the ad-
monition of God’s Word: “Wherefore come out from among
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un-
clean thing, and I will receive you.” (2 Cor. 6.)

G. W. FIscHER.

* * * *

The Nobel
Peace Prize

Believe it or not, the pope is supposed to be a
candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize, at least,
that is what our daily papers tell us. Of course,
they may be mistaken and this report may not be trustworthy.
Should it be true, however, it would be interesting to know on
what basis the candidates for this prize are chosen. It would
also be interesting to know whether, if the report is true, the
pope was chosen as an institution or as an individual. It seems
hardly possible that the men who choose or propose candidates
for this prize should be ignorant of the story of the develop-
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ment of popery, the bloody history of its ascendency to power
and the gory record of its attempt to retain its power. Surely, men

who have to do with the giving of that prize know these things. .

They will hesitate to award that prize to such an institution. But
if the pope as an individual becomes a candidate for the Nobel
Peace Prize, we have a right to ask, what contribution he made
toward the establishing of peace among nations? We still re-
member those terrible years of civil strife and bloody wars in
Spain when brother fought brother and son fought father ; when
the nation was bathed in blood and even bread and food was
hard to get. Was it in Spain, a Roman Catholic country, that
the pope made laudable and desperate efforts to put a stop to
that carnage which makes him a candidate for the Nobel Peace
Prize? Or is it because the pope, during the early days of the
war in Europe which finally engulfed the world, made such
heroic attempts to bring about an amicable settlement of men’s
affairs? We are just asking these questions for the sake of
clearing up in our own mind what the qualification of those men
or women must be to be in line for such a prize. We just added
the word “women.” The paper also asserted that a woman has
been mentioned as a possible candidate for the prize. She is
suppose to be Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt. Anyhow, we are in a
quandary just what one must do to rate as a candidate. If we
were in a position to nominate candidates for this prize (they
will not ask us, of course) we would try to find them elsewhere
and not among the men and women who are ever in the lime-
light of publicity. We would search among the quiet of the land
among the weak things of the world after the flesh, among the
things that are despised, and among them that are not. We
would, perhaps, find our choice for the Nobel Peace Prize to be
some lonesome and to the world unknown aged mother who
spent much time on her knees emploring Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ who alone makes “wars to cease uuto the ends
of the earth” to restore peace to the world. That is our candi-
date. She might not rate very high with those who will finally
choose the winner, but she belongs to the heroes of God — and
the world. W. J. 5.

* * * k)

The Laborers  ‘“The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labor-
Few ers are few,” so Jesus exclaimed when in the

midst of His preaching ministry He observed
the multitudes who were as sheep having no shepherd. When
the grain stands ripened in the field, it must be harvested or the
kernels of grain will fall to the ground and rot. During the war,
when there was a shortage of farm laborers, high school classes
were dismissed and business men closed their shops in order to
go out into the fields at harvest time to help gather in the crops
because no food dared to go to waste. The fields are now white
unto the harvest in the spiritual sense. Jesus died for all, and the
blood-bought souls must be gathered in with the Gospel if they
are not to be eternally lost. There is work to be done which
cannot be postponed to a more convenient season.
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But, said Jesus, the laborers are few. Manpower is lacking.
That is strikingly apparent in our day. There is a great short-
age of pastors and teachers these days. There are not enough to
go around. Many congregations and mission fields are vacant
and a number of parochial schools have had to close their doors.
Calls upon calls are being sent out only to be returned. Nor is

there, humanly speaking, any relief in sight. The classes which
will graduate from our Seminary and our Teachers’ college the
next few years will fall far short of the vacancies. The situation
is serious now, but threatens to be even more desperate two or
three years from now.

What shall we do about it? Jesus gives the answer: “Pray
ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth
laborers into his harvest.” Prayer is needed in this crisis of the
Church, the prayer that the Lord would send forth laborers into
His harvest. Did you ever think of your personal responsibility
in this matter, or are you indifferent to the situation? Do you let
weeks and months pass by without pleading with the Lord of the
harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest? Do you pray
God to make more young men willing to prepare for the min-
istry and the Christian teaching profession? Earnest heart-felt
prayer, that is what the Lord wants our contribution to be
toward ending this shortage.

But when Jesus speaks of the need of recruiting workers,
He is not just thinking of the clergy. He wants workers also
from the Christian laity. All must pitch in if the precious
sheaves are to be harvested. Not every Christian is equipped or
called to do public preaching, but the Lord has something for
cach and every Christian to do in His kingdom.

During the emergency not only trained farm laborers
worked in the harvest fields but also, as stated above, students
and business men. Without their help much of the harvest
would have gone to waste. Not all knew how to run a tractor
or a binder, but there was something they could do. Likewise,
though not all Christians are called to enter the public ministry,
they can and should function as laborers in the spiritual harvest
fields. And that means you, too. You may not be able to preach
a sermon in a public church service, nor have you any call to do
so, but you can invite and bring others to the place where God’s
Word is preached. You can bring others under the influence of
the Gospel. You can gain, or at least point out, prospects for
Christian instruction. You can testify of the faith that is in you
and so direct others to the Savior.

When, therefore, you hear that the harvest is plenteous,
but the laborers few, then remember that the Lord also had
you in mind when He emphasized the need of workers in His
spiritual harvest fields. That is a work which is preciots in His
Sigi’lt, a work rich in rewards, for Jesus once said: “He that

reapeth receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto life eternal,
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that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice to-

gether.”
I. P. F.

* * * *

If God will not fit Himself into the
American mold then America will make
a god that will fit the mold they have in-
vented. That’s about the edict that has gone forth from the

“Thou Shalt Have
No Other Gods”

forum of the American religious temples again. We say “again” '

because this is not the first time this ultimatum has been hurled
into God’s teeth. This is just another time. Nor will this be the
last time. The men of this stripe believe that if this is done
often enough and loud enough something will finally come of it
— God will finally accommodate Himself to the whim of men
and become the kind of a god they want.

Not long ago Milwaukee county “churches,” schools, thea-
ters, service clubs and radio stations united Sunday and Monday
in the opening of national “brotherhood week.” Notice the un-
holy fellowship: churches, schools, theaters, radio stations, etc.
We wonder what churches? and we also wonder what schools?
Not Lutheran schools, we are sure; nor would it seem possible
that they were the Roman Catholic schools. That leaves but the
public schools. And we thought that those schools were public,
that is, for all people and therefore “neutral” on the question of
religion. Well, be that as it may. They sent out a plea to all
people “for tolerance in accordance with the philosophies of ‘one
world” and ‘one’ God.” The sponsors of this appeal was the
National Conference of Christians and Jews. You will know
now what kind of a God this organization is sponsoring. When
“Christian” and Jew demands a common God you may be sure
that it will not be the Christian God, the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the only true God who has revealed Himself
as One God in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. To
make the Jew swallow this God is impossible — soon the “Chris-
tian” will meet the Jew half way and give up the God of the
Scriptures and accept the god of the Jew. The Jew demands
this. And this is proclaimed as “the great brotherhood” in which
all shall have equal rights, in which there shall be tolerance! The
Jew gives up nothing but demands that whoever will associate
Himself with him must give up the Lord Jesus Christ. Whoever
joins in worshiping this man-made god, this idol, has denied the
Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation. This idol was preached in
our public high schools! And these people preach “tolerance.”
To whom? The very fact that they dare do such a thing without
one voice raised in protest ought to answer the question and
leave a bad taste in their mouths. Let the true Christian hear:
“Thou shalt have no other Gods.”

W.J. S.
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TABLE OF DUTIES
For Children

Children, obey your parents in the
Lord; for this is right. Honor thy
father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise: that it
may be well with thee, and thou may-
est live long on the earth. Eph. 6, 1-3.

II.

OD wants children to honor and obey

their parents. They owe it to them.
Really it is only a small token of grati-
tude. Children can never repay in full
what their parents did for them in their
helplessness when they were born. In
order to encourage them Paul adds God’s
promise, which is appended to the Fourth
Commandment.

With Promise

“That it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth.” This is the
promise which God Himself affixed to
His Fourth Commandment.

The two parts, namely long life and
well-being, belong together and must not
be separated. What is a long span of
years worth if they are spent in misery,
if we are stricken with poverty and pain,
if we have no peace of mind, if we have to
live in constant fear? Listen to what God
Himself said in one of His threats which
He pronounced over Israel: “The Lord
shall scatter thee among all people. . . .
And among these nations shalt thou find
no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot
have rest; but the Lord shall give thee
there a trembling heart, and failing of
eyes, and sorrow of mind. And thy life
shall hang in doubt before thee, and thou
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have
none assurance of thy life: In the morn-
ing thou shalt say, Would God, it were
even! and at even thou shalt say, Would
God, it were morning! for the fear of
thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and
for the sight of thine eyes which thou
shalt see” (Deut. 28, 64-67). What would
even the life of Methusalah be worth if it
were dragged out under such conditions !

But here God says that it shall be well
during their lifetime with those that honor
father and mother. Luther says: “Here,
then, you have the fruit and the reward,
that whoever observes this commandment

shall have happy days, fortune, and pros-
perity. . . . For to have long life in the
sense of the Scriptures is not only to be-
come old, but to have everything which be-
longs to long life, such as health, wife and
children, livelihood, peace, good govern-
ment, etc., without which this life can
neither be enjoved in cheerfulness nor
long endure.”

This is God’s promise. And God will
surely keep His promise. He may not al-
ways keep it exactly as we expect Him to
do, but keep it He certainly will in a way
which He sees will be best for us. Should
this promise not encourage all children to
honor their parents from their heart?

First Commandment With Promise

All commandments of God carry the
general promise, This do, and thou shalt
live. God says, “I am the Lord thy God

. showing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me and keep my command-
ments” (Ex. 20, 6). But here is a com-
mandment which carries a special promise
in addition to the general one.

This shows how important God regards
just this commandment. Again we turn
to Luther. He says: “Here you can see
vourself how much God is in earnest in
respect to this commandment, in as much
as He not only declares that it is well
pleasing to Him, and that He has joy and
delight therein; but also that it shall be
for our prosperity, and promote our
highest good; so that we may have a
pleasant and agreeable life, furnished with
every good thing.”

Should not the fact that God singles out
this commandment in such a special way
teach us also to regard it most highly?
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Obedience to parents may seem a very
small and insignificant thing. The world
in general does not make much of it. Yes,
as we have seen, some go so far in their
foolishness that they consider it as harm-
ful to the development of a child’s char-
acter if it is trained to be obedient.

God certainly knows what He is de-
manding and what is good for us. And
the results show how foolish people are to
disregard God’s command. Since this
commandment has a special promise for
those who obey, by implication those who
disobey will bring upon themselves spe-
cial punishment. Luther in his terse way
wrote: “If, therefore, you will not obey
father and mother and submit to their
discipline, then obey the hangman. . . .
For on this God insists peremptorily:
Either if you obey Him, renderinglove
and service (to your parents), He will
reward you abundantly with all good; or
if you offend Him, He will send upon
you both death and the hangman. Whence
come so many knaves that must daily be
hanged, beheaded, broken upon the wheel,
but from disobedience to parents, because
they will submit to discipline in kindness?
By the punishment of God they bring it
about that we behold their misfortune and
grief. For it seldom happens that such
perverse people die a natural death in ripe

»

age.

Training Children in Obedience

There is an organization in our day
which tries to build up the character of
children by teaching them to keep a rec-
ord of their daily Good Turns. What is
a Good Turn? “A Good Turn is an extra
kindness and service — something more
than what courtesy and good manners
would do.” According to this definition,
obeying the parents, honoring father and
mother, do not come under the head of
Good Turns. A boy may hold his parents
in distinction and esteem, he may ob-
serve due modesty toward them in his
words, he may show them honor in deed
by prompt and willing obedience: he
would not be entitled to credit his record
with a Good Turn. But see how highly
God prizes the obedience of children
toward their parents that He attaches a
special promise to the Fourth Command-
ment. God’s standards for evaluating a
deed are different from those of men.
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The deeds done quietly in obedience to
God’s will are ranked lower by men than
some more spectacular deeds of human
design.

It was so among the Jews. They cer-
tainly knew the Fourth Commandment.
But hear the complaint of Jesus: “Full
well ye reject the commandment of God,
that ye may keep your own tradition. For
Moses said, Honor thy father and thy
mother; and, Whoso curseth father or
mother, let him die the death. But ye say,
If a man shall say to his father or mother,
It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by
me, he shall be free. And ye suffer him
no more to do ought for his father or his
mother, making the word of God of none
effect through your tradition” (Mark. 7,
9-13). Serving father and mother, so they
taught, is nothing compared to making a
gift to the temple.

Tt was so also among the Roman Cath-
olic Church. If any one wants to do really
good works, he must leave father and
mother — to serve them is just a common
life — and must enter a monastery. The
works of a monk or a nun are much more
valuable.

Luther says on the Fourth Command-
ment: “Notice how great, good and holy
a work is here assigned to children, which
is, alas! utterly neglected and disregarded,
and no one perceives that God has com-
manded it, or that it is a holy, divine word
and doctrine. For if it had been regarded
as such, every one could have inferred
that they must be holy men who live ac-
cording to these words. Thus there would
have been no need of inventing mon-
asticism, nor spiritual orders, but every
child would have abided by this command-
ment, and could have directed his con-
science to God and said: If T am to do
good and holy works, I know of none
better than to render all honor and obedi-
ence to my parents, because God has Him-
self commanded it.” — Oh, how will all
those who labor in special good works
have to “blush with shame before a young
child who has lived according to this com-
mandment !”

Should not then the heart of every child
leap and melt for joy when going about

honoring and obeying his parents!
J. P. M.
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THE LUTHERAN CHORALE

BY PROFESSOR H. G. MEYER, MOBRIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA

S a Lutheran Christian school we

should like to do our part to keep the
Lutheran Church a singing church. We
aim therefore to acquaint the young peo-
ple who attend this school more intimately
with the stock of hymn gems we as Lu-
therans possess and to foster in them an
appreciation of sound Lutheran church
music.

The simplest and yet highest form of
church music is the chorale. But what is
a chorale? A simple and dignified sacred
melody, sung in unison, finding its coun-
terpart in the simple and dignified hymn
which speaks of God and what He has
done and still is doing for us. The chorale
is not a superficial melody, not a senti-
mental piece of music, not a catchy tune
that appeals immediately to our senses and
may soon become sickening ; rather, it isa
sound and solemn musical composition
that is befitting to the solemn dignity of
our church services; a stately melody con-
ducive to sincere devotion, worship, and
praise; vigorous music that enhances the
words of faith that the believer sings.

Now, since a good chorale does not
arouse sentimentality but makes for a
more devout attitude in the expression of
our faith as given in the words of the
song, it is a desirable form of music for
accompanying our beautiful Christian
hymns.

Not All Chorales Are Good

But not all our chorales, as well as not
all our hymns, are of equal excellence. In
general, those dating back to the years of
the reformation and to the time immedi-
ately thereafter, to the time when the
church was most rugged and vigorous —
those chorales form the stanchest group
of our truly Lutheran melodies. They are
particularly expressive of a firm and
steadfast faith. Since music is the lan-
guage of the soul, these early chorales
tend to fortify rather than to soften the
believer in his stand. They should
strengthen and vitalize our modern Chris-
tian in his faith and make him more firm
to resist the inroads of modernism and
unionism, unless he stubbornly resists this
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form of conservatism and insists on su-
perficial melodies and words.

Luther, himself not a mean musician,
realizing the importance of congregational
singing, early in the reformation pub-
lished a booklet of hymns and melodies
which he himself had created or adapted
for use in the church service. If we now
neglect the wealth of hymns and chorale
melodies he and others after him have
handed down to us, if we do not cherish
this precious heritage, we are in danger of
losing it, and justly so; we may even lose
the Word which inspired the composers
to write such chorales and inspired the
poets to write such church hymns.

In many congregations the variety of
good chorale melodies used in the church
service is very restricted. Only a few
have become known. A limited number of
melodies are repeated Sunday after Sun-
day, thus depriving the congregations of
the use of many other inspiring chorales.
For these reasons it is important and nec-
essary that we stress the chorales and
hymns of our church and learn to love
them.

Using the Best

Here, at the Academy, we have a three-
fold opportunity of acquainting the stu-
dents with the best church hymns and
music. In our religion course we study
and memorize twenty of the best hymns.
In our devotional exercises we sing a dif-
ferent hymn every day, thus incidentally
impressing many of these hymns and
melodies on the hearts and minds of the
students, since many of these songs neces-
sarily are repeated quite often during the
four-year course. And finally in our sing-
ing periods we practice, among other
sacred selections, a number of these gems ;
we learn not only the melody but also the
harmony in order through concerts to lead
our nearby Lutheran congregations to a
greater appreciation of these treasures of
our church.

Our Purpose

In these ways it is hoped to arouse in
the students at least a subconscious liking
for the Lutheran chorale and hymn; but
more, it is hoped that many of these stu-
dents will be instrumental in reviving the
interest in these treasures of the Lutheran
Church. For we have three classes of
students at the Academy: and all three

can do much in their respective spheres to
foster this distinctively Lutheran music,
both now and in later life. The first group
consists of those who are preparing them-
selves for the ministry. They as future
leaders of congregations will influence to
a large extent the taste of their members
in regard to sacred music and sacred poe-
try — that is the church song. So also the
second group, those preparing themselves
to be teachers in our parochial schools,
will have much to do with the molding of
the tastes and appetites of the young of
our church in regard to church songs. And
of no less importance are those students
who belong to the third group. They will
become lay leaders of the church who can
support their pastor in his efforts to guide
his flock along fundamental and conserva-
tive lines; and that includes the chorale
and the hymn.

That is why we at the Academy seek to
make students acquainted with a large
number of hymns and chorales and to
arouse in them an appreciation of this
highest form of church music — for their
own sake and for the sakes of those in
their congregations whom they will sure-
Iy influence.

Since it is obvious that only a Christian
institution can teach the full value and
beauty of the church chorale and since our
whole church life is so intimately con-
nected with the chorale, a Christian par-
ent, keenly interested in the future of his
church, will want his children to contrib-
ute their share toward its welfare. To
bring this about, the Christian parent will
seek ‘out the Christian school for his chil-
dren’s education.

The Suffering Savior’s Concern
For His Executioners

(Continued from page 98)
grace for them, for a further working of
the Holy Spirit upon their hearts, so that
their spiritual ignorance might be over-
come in a humble faith, which would make
them partakers of His forgiveness.

The fulfillment of this prayer began
with the confession of the centurion at
Christ’s death. A rich fulfillment took
place on Pentecost Day when upon the
preaching of the apostles three thousand,
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realizing their guilt, turned to Jesus in
faith and were baptized in His name for
the remission of sins. Thereupon “the
word of God increased and the number of
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
greatly and a great company of priests
were obedient to the faith.”

Jesus Seeks  Jesus embraces every sin-
Forgiveness mner in the same deep con-
For Us cern. At the right hand of

God He is now ever active
as our great advocate. He ever pleads in
our behalf: Father, forgive them; I my-
self have paid the full price of their re-
demption. Through faith we enjoy this
blessed boon of His continued interces-
sion. Yet also our faith is a fruit of that
intercession. It is because Christ secks
His blood-bought pardon for us that the
message of His finished redemption is be-
ing proclaimed to us, the Gospel message
which overcomes our spiritual blindness.
which awakens, nourishes, and preserves
faith in our hearts. Let us therefore re-
joice in the Savior’s love which wrought
and continually seeks forgiveness for us.
For through the enjoyment of Christ’s
pardon we are made rich also in all other
spiritual gifts, we are given confidence to
pray, the assurance of God’s provided
love, a sure hope of eternal life. Yes, en-
joying forgiveness we gain strength
through the thankful love that it inspires
to live sober, righteous and godly lives.
We gain strength likewise to forgive
those who wrong us. -

C.J. L.

A LENTEN THOUGHT

Oh, Holy Spirit, dwell with us,
And help us meditate

T’pon our Savior's sacrifice

Before it is too late.

The clouds of war make dark this earth,
But teach all men to see

That help for all our sin and woe

Is found on Calvary.

Let not this Lenten season pass
With men’s eyes blinded still;

But teach their eyes of faith to see
The Father’s holy will.

Cleanse all the hearts of men, dear Lord,
And draw them unto Thee;

That they may find their peace beneath
The cross on Calvary.

Enlighten hearts that they may see
In Christ their God and Lord,
Accept Him as their Substitute
As told in Thy true Word.

Then only will Thy will be done
Within the hearts of men,
And true repentance, trust and faith
Lead us to peace again.
ADELINE WEINHOLZ.
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Siftings

Religious Freedom. The largest sin-
gle party in France, the Popular Republi-
can Movement, has come out for strict
neutrality in religious matters. In a na-
tion containing various forms of faith,
they would place emphasis upon the duty
of strict neutrality and impartiality, and
an acceptance of the right of individual
freedom in belief. If the projected ideals
of the Popular Republican Movement be-
come a reality it will mean a complete re-
versal of France’s previous intolerant at-
titude toward non-catholic church bodies.
In Egypt, the various Jewish and Chris-
tian bodies have united to submit a mem-
orandum to the government asking for the
establishment of complete religious free-
dom. This memorandum was submitted
in protest to a bill, sponsored by the Mos-
lem-controlled government, which was in-
tended to restrict the religious liberty of
Christians and Jews in Egypt. The re-
sults of this memorandum should prove
interesting.

*k * * *

No Improvement. A correspondent
in the Christian Century reporting from
Magdeburg, Germany, has this to say:
“The economic situation in Germany con-
tinues very serious. Rations are so low
that no one has enough to eat, and it is
very hard to buy anything one needs.
Many children must stay home from
school because they do not have shoes.
Houses are cold and dark. Many factories
have had to close, and others are without
machines and raw materials. It takes two
weeks for a letter to reach a destination
100 miles away, and four weeks for one
to cross Germany. In some places rail
traffic has entirely stopped because of the
cold weather. At New Year’s it is cus-
tomary to look backwards and forwards.
This year, when we looked back to Janu-
ary, 1946, we could see no improvement
since that time. Will things be better be-
fore another New Year’s? We certainly
hope so, but we realize that there is a very
small chance that they will be.” This is
merely one of the many discouraging re-
ports which could be quoted. May their
urgent need not go unheeded!

BY THE EDITOR

Shrinking Income. The Church of
England is deeply concerned about the
terribly inadequate salaries which are
paid to 75 per cent of its 12,000 clergy-
men. On the surface, the church would
seem to be very rich, with its $48,000,000-
a year income. None of these funds come
from the government; they come from
land endowments, from investments be-
queathed from the past and from free will
offerings of congregations. But through
reduced interest rates and the nationaliza-
tion of coal mines they have lost about
$4,000,000 annually. As in the United
States there has been no reduction in the
cost of living and church expenses have
increased correspondingly. Over 1,000
parishes have an income of less than $900
a year, and the average is about $1,000.
These figures reflect the spiritual disinte-
gration of the churches in England. One
of their own papers summarized: For
whom the bells toll —in vain.

* * * *

Expanding the Principle. The effects |

of the Supreme Court’s decision permit-
ting the expenditure of public funds for
the transportation of parochial school
children is already being felt. According
to Religious News Service, the directors
of a consolidated school district, in Ches-
ter county, Pennsylvania, discontinued
last September the practice of furnishing
transportation to the parochial school. The
county court has refused to issue an order
requiring them to resume this practice.
An appeal to a higher court is expected.
Already the Supreme court’s decision in
the New Jersey case, which permitted a
district to furnish transportation for paro-
chial school pupils, is being stretched to
make it compulsory. That is the next step,
and there will be another and still another.
And the final step will be state control.

% x * *

Revision of the Ten Commandments.
The Ten Commandments should be re-
written if they are to be used in teaching
children, according to the Rev. John T.
Shugrue. The Roman Catholic priest re-
cently pointed out that eight of the com-
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mandments begin with a negative and that
“it is never wise to teach a principle by
negating its opposite.” From the Catholic
catechism, he said, students “learn the
various categories of wrong doings with-
out too much stress on the lofty and posi-
tive ideals which should motivate his life.”
Surely to the pharisees who look to the
moral law for motivation of their life, the
Ten Commandments will always be inade-
quate as framed by God, but to the Chris-
tian whose life is motivated by love and
gratitude to the Lord who bought him,
they will remain as a perfect expression
of God’s holy will, perfect as to content
and expression for God’s purpose.

National Lutheran Council. The
Lutheran Outlook comments: “Once more
the National Lutheran Council looms up
as the dominant unifying force in Ameri-
can Lutheranism. The Council will hence-
forth take over the functions of the
American Section of the Lutheran World
Federation, and the American Section will
be disbanded following the meeting of the
Federation in Lund, Sweden, next sum-
mer. . . . Another important decision em-
powered the executive committees of the
Council to appoint a committee to explore
the ‘desirability and feasibility’ of estab-
lishing an Inter-Lutheran Postgraduate
Theological Seminary. It is evident from
the aggressiveness with which the Council
is expanding its co-operative activities in
various directions that it is laying the
framework for a larger Lutheran unity.
... It is not difficult to foresee how its
continued expansion will make it the logi-
cal basis for organic Lutheran unity.” In
1917 when the National Lutheran Council
was organized its purpose was, it was
claimed, purely external. During the war
crisis it was to unify the actions of Lu-
therans in their representations to the
United States” government and the pow-
ers overseas. But the baby grew until now
it is the “logical basis for organic Luther-
an unity.” History proved to us, and is
proving again, that “co-operation in exter-
nals” is a pretty wood-pile from which the
dusky face of unionism sooner or later
emerges. Let us give thought to this ques-
tion, whether there is any work in the
church which is purely “external.”




March 30, 1947

CONCERNING THE COLLECTION

Let Us Rejoice!

OUR Synod Building Fund Collection
has now gone beyond the $1,020,000

mark!

When in January of 1945 our Joint
Synod became convinced that it was im-
perative to erect more buildings at Sagi-
naw, Watertown, New Ulm, and Mo-
bridge, and learned how our Church Ex-
tension Fund needed more than $200,000
to loan to mission congregations for
churches, schools, and parsonages, it de-
cided to launch a Million Dollar Building
Fund Collection. Setting the approximate
goal at $6 per communicant the collection
would yield $1,136,000.

For many of us the goal seemed high
and nearly beyond reach. Qur Synod had
never undertaken so large a collection and
our budget for Synod’s current expenses
was making ever greater demands upon
the love and willingness of our members.
Yet the need was there and Synod was
determined to avoid building on debts;
God had amply supplied our members
with earthly means; God would also make
their hearts willing to contribute for His
cause!

Now that we have reached the approxi-
mate goal originally set, we have every
reason to rejoice and be thankful! Our
joy should be that of the farmer at the
time of harvest. Yes, inspite of his best
efforts the field still contains some weeds

and wild grasses, yet he does not permit
these to rob him of the joy of the harvest.
In this joy he will continue to till the soil,
fight the tares patiently that his field with
God’s goodness will bring more fruit.

So in this Building Fund Collection not
all pastors, not all church boards, not all
members of our congregations have
shown the same earnestness, the same
zeal, the same willingness. Yet, the num-
ber of those who have fallen short of their
goal is so small that we dare not permit
these to rob us of our joy and our de-
termination to continue to work hard and
harder for the extension of the Lord’s
Kingdom in our Synod.

This joy of ours, however, dare not
spring from the modern spirit which
boasts: “We can do anything we set out
to do!” No, our joy must be in the Lord,
Who shows us the need in His Kingdom,
provides us with means, and then makes
hearts willing to contribute for His cause.
To Him be all glory! Not that we are suf-
ficient of ourselves to think anything as
of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of
God. (2 Cor. 3.)

Our collection is not closed! Even now
congregations, which have not as vet
reached their $6 per communicant mini-
mum, are putting forth every effort to do
so now. To our knowledge there is not @
single congregation in Synod which has
not remitted something. The vast major-
ity of congregations are either within easy
reach of their goal or have gone beyond it.

So once more, and for the last time we
appeal to all congregations to make every
effort to finish their Building Fund Col-
lection now. There still are some collec-
tion envelopes available at our Northwest-
ern Publishing House. Let us put them
to use. We are not only anxious to report
to Synod this summer that as a Synod we
have reached our goal, but also that prac-
tically all our congregations have remit-
ted at least $6 per communicant member.

This is our final appeal to all our con-
gregations to overcome the obstacles at
this time which until now have prevented
them from bringing this collection to a
successful conclusion. We don’t know,
whether it is the pastor, who lacks under-
standing, zeal, or ability, or whether the
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Church Boards lack co-operation and lead-
ership ability, or whether the members
are still too uninformed, uninterested, or
indifferent! Whatever is holding up your
Collection, let it not be said, that you did
not try your best! Only if we have been
faithful, will we experience the joy of the
harvest !

On June 30 our treasurer’s committee
must close its books to prepare for its
detail report to Synod and for the official
audit. Monies received after that date will
not be credited to individual congregations,
in our report to Synod. We ask that you
continue to send all monies for the Build-
ing Fund to Mr. John Ungrodt, treasurer,
1337 South Sixteenth Street, Milwaukee
4, and the remittance advice duplicates to
the undersigned. The monies are invested
in negotiable U. S. government bonds ac-
cording to Synod’s instructions, are safely
vaulted, and are held in trust by the
Treasurer’s Committee and the chairman
of the board of trustees of Joint Synod.

So once more, Ora et labora, pray and
work! Then there will be joy at the time
of harvest!

G. W. F1scHER,

Finance Secretary,

1321 W. Mitchell Street,
Milwaukee 4, Wisconsin.

“BUT WHAT ARE THEY?”
(John 6, 7-12)

“The multitude is very great

And our supplies are few: —

I'ive barley loaves and two small fish, —
We know not what to do.”

As once shortsighted Andrew felt
When counting up the food;
Despairing what they were to do
To feed the multitude.

(Not crediting the Lord with power
To give the hungry bread,

Though they had seen His miracles
TTpon the sick and dead.)

So sometimes. when we view the field
Of soul-starved, sin-sick men,

That is to harvest over-ripe,

We, too, despair again:—

“There is so little we can do,

Our talents are so few.”

Yet, if Thou give Thy blessing, Lord,
This promise still is true: —

“My Word shall never void return

But fruitful harvest bear.”

Then, “Bless our humble efforts, Lord.”
Shall be our constant prayer.

But we must yield to Him our all

As did the little lad;

Not questioning what he would earn,
He gave Him all he had.

GERTRUDE WARTCHOW.
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CHRIST’S RETURN IN GLORY AND OUR
SANCTIFICATION

II

HE announcement of Christ that He

will return in glory at the end of the
world does not fill our hearts with fear
and trembling, rather, it is a cause for
great rejoicing. To be sure, Jesus will
return for judgment. It will be the final
judgment, from which there will be no
appeal. It will be a universal judgment,
everybody that ever lived on earth, from
Adam down to the last child born before
the end, will have to appear before
Christ’s judgment throne. Yet, the judg-
ment need not cause us any alarm, because
we Christians shall not be subjected to a
judicial examination. There is no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus. For us the judgment will amount
to a public pronouncement before all the
world, before the devils, before the holy
angels, and before God Himself of that
verdict which was announced to us here
on earth daily in the Gospel proclamation
of the forgiveness of our sins, and which
we have embraced in faith and gratefully
demonstrated by a consecrated living.

This being the case, the judgment on
the Last Day will spell for us redemp-
tion and salvation in the uninterrupted
presence of our Lord. Why, then, should
any Christian be afraid of Christ’s re-
turn? He should rather lift up his head
and hopefully look forward to that day
of rejoicing.

Do we always look forward so joy-
fully to the return of our Lord? No,
this hope must be cultivated in us, just
as our faith in our Savior must be nour-
ished daily, and our love to God and
man must be stimulated ever anew.

Christians Prize This Life as a
Gift of God

We Christians do not despise this life.
We cherish it as a gift from God. Look
at the First Article of our Creed. We
confess that God made me and all crea-
tures. He gave me body and soul with
eyes and ears and all members, with rea-
son and all faculties. He provides me
with food and drink and all things that
are necessary to sustain this life. He

guards and protects me against all evil,
all danger and harm. It is His fatherly
divine goodness that moves Him to do all
this for me, and He expects me to ac-
knowledge it gratefully, to thank and
praise and obey Him. No, we Christians
do not despise this present life. It is a
gift from God.

We consider, furthermore, how highly
God Himself prizes our present life. We
remember the Fifth Commandment:
Thou shalt not kill. God instructed gov-
ernments to see to it that His Fifth Com-
mandment be observed inviolate. He gave
the sword to government not in vain.
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed: for in the image
of God made he man” (Gen. 9, 6). God
considers a man as a murderer if he fails
to help his fellow man in need. He wants
us to break our bread to the hungry, and
to clothe the naked. If we fail to do so,
we become murderers and the love of God
does not dwell in us. A country in which
human life is “cheap” and whose gov-
ernment does not avenge murder, will
incur the wrath of God. He will send a

curse on it.— We Christians do not
despise our life.
Add another consideration. Qur life

here on earth is so important because it
is our time of grace. “Today if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your heart”
(Ps. 95, 7. 8). “Let us labor therefore
to enter into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief. For
the word of God is quick and powerful
and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4, 11. 12).
Yes, let us give heed to God’s call : “While
it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts” (Heb. 3, 15).
Once this life is gone, there is no more
opportunity to repent and come to faith,
since “it is appointed unto men once to
die, but after that the judgment” (Heb.
9, 27). — We Christians value this life as
given to us by God for a time of grace.
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Natural Man Clings to This Life

We Christians do not despise our pres-
ent life but cherish it as a good gift from
God. On the other hand, we do not tena-
ciously, desperately cling to it in our
hearts, but are ready to lay it down when
God calls.

Natural man clings to this life. It is
the only life in which he believes. It is
true, his conscience tells him that there
is a God, that there is a hereafter, and
death does not end it all. Yet, though he
dreads the hereafter, he may pretend to
be sure that there is not going to be any-
thing beyond the grave. Some, indeed,
there are that recklessly throw away their
life, because they despair of getting out
of it what they think it owes them.

If we look at the world, we cannot help
but get the impression that they think
this life is the only life. Look how they
work for this life, gathering the things
they treasure, whether riches, or power,
or honor, or pleasure, or knowledge, or
art. It is this life that they want to enjoy.

But, some one may object, do we not
find among people a wide-spread hope of
resurrection? Some point to the great
pyramids of Egypt as monuments of this
hope. These pyramids were built by
mighty rulers to preserve their bodies for
the return of their souls. They furnished
the death chambers with provisions con-
sidered as essential for the well-heing of
the person after the soul did return.

What is this hope, if indeed it may be
called a hope? The people thought that
if the soul should re-occupy the body, then
that body must be preserved from decom-
position. Once the body had decayed, a
resurrection was considered as impossi-
ble. Tt was a return to this life with all
its sin, so displeasing to God, and with
all its misery, what they desired, and for
which they made these huge preparations.
Instead of being monuments to the hope
of resurrection unto a new life, the pyra-
mids were rather monuments to the fear
of death and the anxious clinging to this
present life. The body had to be pre-
served at all costs, otherwise a return to
life — to this miserable life — was impos-
sible. Kings had pyramids built for them-
selves: but what about the thousands of
laborers that slaved . to build them?
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Whether they returned to life or not—
who cared?

From the old Egyptians we turn to the
aborigines of our own country, the In-
dians. They spoke of “happy hunting
grounds.” In other words, they desired
a continuation of their present life, only
on a somewhat grander scale.

Thus it is all over, wherever we turn
we find the people clinging to this life
in some way or other. And if we examine
ourselves, do we not find deep down in
our hearts an unwillingness to die and a
clinging to this life, even with all its sin-
fulness and misery? Was not the devil
right when on the basis of his wide ex-
perience he said to God: “Skin for skin,
vea, all that a man hath will he give for
his life” (Job 2, 4)?

We Must Cultivate Our Desire for
the World to Come

“I have a desire to depart,” so says
St. Paul (Phil. 1, 23). It is a part of
the Christians’ nature to say so. Yet,
how imperfect we all are in this respect!
We may sing: “To Him (namely Jesus)
I gladly yield me, and die right cheer-
fully;” or as the new Hymnal has it:
“I meet death willingly.” Yes, when we

are in good health, and death still seems

a far way off! And even then “the night
of death is fraught still with many an
anxious thought.” Even in Christians the
desire for the world to come must be
cultivated constantly. — But of this more,
God granting, in a future study.

J. P. M.

RELIGIOUS LAWS PROMOTE FANATICISM

S. J. LANGACRE IN LIBERTY

Greece

LL the ancient nations of the world

enforced religion as a duty to the
state and held that the state could not
exist without a sustained legal religion.
Ancient Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia,
Greece, and Rome, according to the
tablets that are now unearthed and the
records of history, witness to the indis-
putable fact that in all these countries re-
ligious legislation promoted religious
fanaticism and resulted in the persecution
of the best and most conscientious citi-
zens. The priest of the state religion was
the chief counselor for the monarch. The
altar and the throne were in close prox-
imity to each other.

Of all the ancient nations Greece seems
to have been the most enlightened and
progressive. But even cultured Greece put
to death its wisest philosopher and best
citizen on the alleged charge of religious
impiety as a civil crime. One of the
counts in the charge against him was the
“neglect of the gods when the city wor-
ships and the practice of religious novel-
ties.” Socrates was denied the right to
choose his own brand of religion.

Rome

Under the iron monarchy of Rome the
Pontifex Maximus combined the throne
and the altar, and administered both in

one person. Christ was born and carried
forward His public ministry under the re-
gime of the Roman government. When
Christ announced His famous declaration,
“Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar’s; and unto God the
things that are God’s,” He drew a sharp
line of demarcation between the duties we
owe to Caesar, or the state, and our obli-
gations to God, or the church, between
things civil and things ecclesiastical, be-
tween organized politics and organized re-
ligion. Tt was an entirely new proclama-
tion, revolutionary to the old order of
things and contrary to the theory and
practice of all the ancient governments.
Christ thus witnessed against the unholy
union of church and state and its disas-
trous results in past ages. If the nations
and the professed Christian churches dur-
ing the Christian dispensation had heeded
the lesson, and followed the edict of
Christ and His example, how different
would have been the annals of mankind.

Christ sought to forestall the disastrous
consequences of a union of church and
state by forbidding His church to make
an alliance with the state. An alliance
between the church and the state has al-
ways resulted in the enforcement of reli-
gious obligations by the civil magistrate
and the corruption of the purity of the
church and the loss of the peace of the
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state. Such unholy alliances lead to un-
holy acts, the debasement of religion, the
corruption of politics, the denial of liberty
of conscience, and persecution for con-
science’ sake. Religion and politics always
make a bad mixture and frequently trans-
form the state from the just protector it
ought to be to the biased champion of a
religious cause.

United States

It seems exceedingly difficult, even in
this our day, for the professed follow-
ers of Christ to comprehend the true sig-
nificance and meaning of Christ’s declara-
tion of a free church and a free state, and
that each ought to function in separate
spheres. State churches and established
religions legally recognized are still the
rule in many countries. Some of the
churches belonging to Christendom are
the greatest offenders. Even some of the
States in the American Republic, which
in colonial times had a union of church
and state, still have some of the ancient
religious relics left upon their civil statute
books. These are occasionally revived and
enforced against dissenters and noncon-
formists. There are many people in the
United States who believe that their
church and religion are the only true
church and religion, and that all others are
false (and therefore have no right to
exist. Ed.) Naturally, citizens holding
such views believe that the government
ought to grant their church special priv-
ileges. There are many believers in reli-
gion who feel that the unbeliever should
not enjoy the same favors from the state
as are granted to the believer in religion.
There are many citizens who outwardly
and publicly profess to believe in a separa-
tion of church and state, who in practice
take positions inconsistent with it.

“Blue Laws”

Many of our States have compulsory
Sunday observance laws upon their civil
statute books, which require those who ob-
serve another day than Sunday to also re-
frain from labor on Sunday. Under those
laws people who are good citizens in every
respect and conscientious in following out
their religious convictions have been ar-
rested, convicted, fined, and imprisoned
for doing menial work on Sunday, dis-
turbing someone else’s religious prejudice.
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The Sunday laws in the various States
have led at times to serious results and
unjust penalties. In Connecticut a note
given or dated'on Sunday was declared
void by the courts, which upheld the sanc-
tity of Sunday according to their convic-
tions. Some years afterward the same
man who in Connecticut had lost the
amount due on his note because it was
given on Sunday, was sued in Massachu-
setts on a note given on Sunday, and was
obliged to pay it, the Supreme Court of
Massachusetts holding that a note given
on Sunday was good. (Geer v. Putnam,
10 Mass. 312.)

Not long ago the courts decided in
Pennsylvania that passenger railroad cars,
public conveyances, and canal boats could
not be legally operated on Sunday. In
Pennsylvania within our own generation
it became necessary to appeal to the high-
est court of the State to determine wheth-
er a servant had the right to drive his em-
ployer’s family to church on Sunday in
the employer’s own private carriage. It
was only a few years ago that people were
arrested and haled before the courts for
driving automobiles on Sunday for pleas-
ure. (34 Po. Reports, 398.)

Swine and People

A New Hampshire court held that
swine “could not be impounded on Sun-
day” though they were destroying prop-
erty. (Frost and Hull, 4 N. H. 453.) In
this case the swine enjoyed more liberty
on Sunday than the people. The swine
were at liberty to destroy at will, but the
people were in bondage and could not pre-
vent the destruction. We may laugh at
these ludicrous religious enactments, but
Sunday bills have been introduced into
Congress which aimed to make criminal
the purchase of ice and ice cream, and the
shaving of a man’s face on Sunday, if
done in a barbershop, in spite of the fact
that the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion says that Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.
Judge Story of the Supreme Court of the
United States tells us that this amend-
ment was intended to prohibit all legisla-
tion by Congress “on the subject of reli-
gion,” not merely to prevent the establish-
ment of a national religion. (Comm. on

the Const. Secs. 1877-79.)

Sunday laws are advocated by a certain
group of religionists who are not dis-
turbed in their religious opinions because
somebody else is not conforming to their
religious convictions and they cannot
tolerate such divergencies on the part of
dissenters.

Let Us Be Alert

The state was ordained to protect each
citizen in his right of dissent in matters of
religious convictions. Unless the state
sacredly guards this right, the most fund-
amental and inalienable rights of the citi-
zen have no protection. Every attempt to
enact religious legislation by the state is a
step in the direction of a union of church
and state. The first step in that direction
is dangerous because it may lead to the
last step, which is bitter religious perse-
cution. To legislate religious obligations
into civil statutes and enforce them by the
authority of the civil magistrate is to per-
vert and scandalize the pure doctrines of
Christianity as taught by the Author of
the Christian religion and the Christian
church. The separation of church and
state is the only guarantee of religious lib-
erty.

Eternal vigilance now as ever is the
price of our liberties.

Liberty is the most precious boon
among all our temporal blessings. He who
is unwilling to defend this precious herit-
age is not worthy of the divine gift. He
who betrays the heritage of liberty our
forefathers bequeathed to us forges the
chain of his own bondage.

“REMEMBER ME”

“Lord, remember me!”

I slept with those disciples too,
There in Gethsemane

My flesh was weak, I was untrue!

“Lord, remember me!”’

My kiss with Judas there, was shared,
Lo, in that company,

My hands with ugly weapons, bared!

“Lord, remember me!”’

I also fled in faithless dread,

Or, seize I Thee—

And clamoring, railling T keep tread!

“Lord, remember me!”

With Peter near that fire I rove,
Deny Thee shamefully—

And see Thy look of pitying love!

“Lord, remember me!"”’

As on the thief, look Thou on me—
For I am he—

Forgive, save, Lord, remember me!

PAUL KOTUS.

The Northwestern Lutheran

IT CAN BE DONE

At the beginning of this year the con-
gregation at Coleman, Wisconsin, num-
bering less than 200 communicants, en-
tered a “blanket subscription” for the
Northwestern Lutheran. The plan is not
a new one. It has been done before. What
makes this particular “blanket subscrip-
tion” noteworthy is the fact that, by all
ordinary standards, this congregation had
more reasons than one for not placing the
“burden” of a “blanket subscription” on
its budget: within the last five years this
group of less than 200 members has built
a new church, paid off its entire debt,
completed its Synod Building Fund drive,
increased all salaries, met its quota for
Synod’s budget, and made plans for a
Christian Day School. However, moti-
vated by this spirit of Christian steward-
ship, the voters of the congregation, of
their own accord, proposed a “blanket
subscription plan.” (Note: This pro-
posal came, not from the pulpit, but from
the pew). The desire on the part of these
members to place a copy of our church
papers into every home is not due to an
abnormal degree of sanctification, but to a
normal attitude — that spirit of individ-
ual and co-operative endeavor which is
the mark of a well indoctrinated mem-
bership. It can be done — by any congre-
gation which is able to visualize the value
and need of a church paper in every home.

N. P. H.

“FOLLOW ME”

“Will ye also go away?”’ This is the
question which Jesus asked His twelve
apostles on the day when many of the
other disciples' had left Him. And now
Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”

Our Savior comes to you and asks you,
“Will ye also go away?” Your answer
is the same as that of Peter. You promise
that you will live as God wants you to live.

Therefore we urge you always to re-
member and accept the invitation of Jesus,
“Follow me.” (Matt. 4: 19.)

Two brothers, Peter and Andrew, fish-
ermen, were doing their work one day
when Jesus walked past. Jesus stopped
and said to them, “Follow me.” This was
a call to become apostles of Jesus.
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The call, “Follow me,” means the same
to every one even today. It not only meant
that they should believe. It meant that
they had to give up their former way of
life. It meant that they had to overcome
their weaknesses and sins.

Today, when we accept the call to fol-
low the Savior, it still means a call to sac-
rifice for Him. It means that we must
resist every desire to do evil and con-
stantly strive to do good.

So, today, as Jesus says to you, “Fol-
low me,” and you answer, “Lord, we want
to follow you,” you are stepping out on a
pathway of life in which you must not
expect weak and easy living, but in which
you need strength and courage. It will be
a difficult life, also a blessed and thrilling
life.

Finally, the call, “Follow me,” demands
a life of service. When you accept the
call to follow the Savior, you are promis-
ing Him that you will tell others about the
Savior.

This call has come to you. May it please
God to enable you to heed that call until
we hear Him call again, saying, “Well
done, though good and faithful servant.”

— Tue DeaF CHILD'S ADVOCATE.

A LIGHT IN THE WORLD

A pupil of one of our Chicago Lutheran
schools had met with an automobile acci-
dent and was taken to a hospital. On one
of his visits the teacher said to the girl:

“It must be very lonesome here for
you.”

“Oh, no sir, I am not at all lonesome.”

“Well, what do you do to pass the
time ?” »
“I do just as we always do in school.”

That’s interesting. Will you not tell me
about it?”

“Surely! On Monday, Wednesday and
Friday you have a Bible story in the
morning, and on Tuesday and Thursday a
Catechism lesson. The little girl here in
the room with me has never heard or
learned anything about God and the Sa-
vior. So on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday I tell her the stories from our

Elementary Bible History and we talk
about them, and on Tuesday and Thurs-
day T tell her lessons from our Lutheran
Catechism, just as it is done in my school.
We’re not a bit lonesome.”

And the mother of the other child —
the girl who had “never heard and learned
anything about God and the Savior” —
told a friend some days later: “When
.. . leaves the hospital and is well enough
again to attend school, she surely will go
to the Lutheran school.”

— Hore HERALD.

SAD, BUT TRUE

A little boy once took the Bible from
the center table in the livingroom of his
home and, after turning the pages of the
book for a while, looked up at his mother
and asked, “Mother, is this God’s Book?”’
“Certainly,” was the mother’s reply.
“Well,” said the child, “I think we had
better send it back to God, for we don’t
use it here.”

It is to be feared that there are many
such Christian homes. The inmates of
these homes believe that the Bible is God’s
Book, but they seldom or never use it.
God, however, has given us His Book in
order that we read and study it to find in
it Christ, our Savior. The Bible should
be our greatest treasure in this sin-dark-
ened world, giving us strength, comfort,
and salvation.

May God help us all to be Bible stu-
dents! How much better church members
we would then be! How much happier
and content we would be despite all the
sufferings this life has to offer!

— StLoAaH LUTHERAN.

EASTER PEACE

Just before entering upon His final
Passion, the Savior said to His disciples:
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
unto you; not as the world giveth, give I
unto you. Let not ydur heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27. And
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as soon as He was risen from the dead,
He greeted His disciples with the words:
“Peace be unto you.” John 20. 19.

It goes without saying that the Savior
did not refer to an earthly peace, a peace
among men and nations, invaluable as that
peace may be. He referred to an inner
peace, a peace of mind and conscience, a
peace that has its source in the assurance
of sins forgiven, of deliverance from
death and the devil, and of a better, fuller,
more glorious life in heaven above. It is
a peace which the world does not know
and cannot bestow. It is a peace which
the Savior alone can give us, for by His
suffering and death on the cross He
atoned for our sins and reconciled us to
God, His Father. And by His glorious
resurrection He gave us the evidence of
our finished redemption and the assur-
ance of life after death. This is “the peace
of God which passeth all understanding.”
Phil. 4: 7.

No one who has not experienced it can

possibly know what it is like. It is only
the believer in the risen Christ who knows
from personal experience the indescrib-
able happiness and bliss that entered his
heart the moment he accepted Jesus as his
Savior and Lord, for in that moment the
burden of guilt was lifted from his con-
science. The fear of death and the judg-
ment to come was removed from his heart
and mind. The thick clouds of hopeless-
ness and despair were lifted from his
spirit. ‘
Knowing himself to be at peace with
God, he was able to face the uncertain
future with calmness and serenity. He
was able to rejoice even in his tribula-
tions, knowing that all things work to-
gether for good to them that love God.
He was able to face death calmly and
cheerfully, knowing that through death he
would enter into eternal peace.

To all our readers we wish an abund-
ance of real Easter peace, the peace which
the risen Savior alone can bestow on
them. And so we pray:

“Grant us Thy peace through our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict

cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.”

— P. B. in SiLoaH LUTHERAN.
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MISSION CHURCH DEDICATED

Grace Lutheran Church
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Dedicatory services were held at Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Oskaloosa,
Iowa, Sunday, January 19, 1947. The
Rev. J. B. Erhart is the pastor.

; The church which
was dedicated was
purchased from the
Presbyterians. The
building is of brick
and tile construction.
The circular pews,
fan-shaped on a slop-
ing floor, seat about
250 persons. It has
twelve rooms at the
rear of the auditorium
and assembly room. Some of the rooms
are being remodeled to serve as an apart-
ment for the pastor and his family. The
church also has a fine pipe organ.

The dedication sermon was preached by
the Rev. A. L. Mennicke, Winona, Min-
nesota, a member of the Western Wiscon-
sin District Mission Board. The Rev.
Lewis Bleichwehl of Washington, Iowa,
occupied the pulpit in the afternoon serv-
ice. In the evening the local pastor showed
interesting mission pictures, including a
reel of pictures depicting the growth of
the mission in Oskaloosa. Pastor Men-
nicke spoke briefly on missions.

Grace congregation is a member of the
Western Wisconsin District of Synod,
and was organized by the General Mis-
sionary in the State of Iowa, the Rev.
J. B. Erhart, March 15, 1945.

A. L. MENNICKE.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The General Synodical Committee will meet on
Wednesday, May 7, at 9:00 A. M, in St. John’s
School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Group Meetings:

The General Mission Board, Thursday, May 1,

10:00 A. M., St. John’s.

* * * *

In the Week of May 4:

Board of Education, Monday, 9:00 A. M., Jeru-
salem School.

Board of Trustees, Monday, 2:00 P. M., St. John’s.

Church Union Committee, Monday, 2:00 P. M.,
Grace Church.

Representatives of Institutions, Tuesday, 10:00
A. M., Grace Church.

Board of Support, Tuesday, 10:00 A. M., Grace
Church.

Conference of Presidents, Tuesday, 9:00 A. M,
Parsonage, St. John’s.

Spiritual Welfare Commission, Tuesday, 7:30
P. M., St. John’s School.

Boards and committees will kindly have their
reports in the hands of the undersigned at noon,
Friday. April 25.

JOHN BRENNER.

CALL FOR CANDIDATES

Since the Ev. Lutheran Joint Synod of Wisconsin
A. O. 8. in session at New Ulm, Minnesota, in 1946,
has granted a fourth Professorship to Northwestern
Lutheran Academy, Mobridge, South Dakota, the
Academy Board herewith asks the members of
Synod to nominate candidates. Nominees should
be qualified to teach languages (Latin, German,
English) and assist in the music department.

All nominations, as well as information concern-
ing the candidates, should be in the hands of the
secretary of the Board, Pastor Karl G. Bast, Mo-
bridge, South Dakota, by April 20, 1947.

KARL G. BAST, Secretary.

CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES

NEBRASKA DISTRICT PASTORAL
CONFERENCE
The Nebraska District Pastoral Conference will
meet June 24, 25 and 26, 1947, at Denver, Colorado.
Details will he published later.

R. F. BITTORF, Secretary.

MINNESOTA DISTRICT PASTORAL
CONFERENCE

The Minnesota District Pastoral Conference will
meet in Danube, Minnesota, St. Matthew’s Church,
Pastor H. C. Schnitker, April 15, at 10 A. M. and
16th. Some of the essays that will be presented
are: “Is the Marriage of One of Our Members by
a Catholic Priest a Sin Requiring Church Disci-
pline?” Prof. R. Hoenecke, “The Congregational
Meeting.” K. Gurgel, “The Importance of Thorough
Indoctrination in Preparing Children and Adults
for Confirmation.” Dr. Paul Spaude. Further in-
formation concerning essays and the preachers for
the conference service will appear later.

Kindly inform Pastor H. C. Schnitker of your
intention of attending this conference. .

R. A. HAASE, Secretary.
- - - -
DAKOTA-MONTANA PASTORAL CONFERENCE

Time: April 7, 7:00 P. M., to April 9.

Place: Northwestern Lutheran Academy, Mo-
bridge, South Dakota. Bring your own bedding. No
meals will be served by the institution.

Essays: The Central Thought for Each Sunday
of the Church Year, Ten Broek, Found, Sippert,
Ehlert; Romans 13, 1-7, Zichuhr; The History of
the Old Testament Canon, Fenske; The Doctrine
of the Call, Bade; and Examination of the Passages
Usually Adduced Against Unionism, Gehrke.

Sermon: Steffenhagen (Ten Broek).
K. G. STEVERT, Secretary.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST PASTORAL
CONFERENCE

Time: April 15-17.

Place: Snoqualmie, Wn.

Work: The Doctrine of the Ministry by T. Ada-
scheck. O. T. Exegesis Amos 2. 13ff., by E. Kirst.
N. T. Exegesis T John 1, by L. Grams. Homiletical
Study Heb. 13, 10-16, by G. Frey. Trends in church
History, by W. Lueckel. Book Review and Forum
on the Council of Washington.

Sermon Text: IT Tim. 3, 1-9, V. Greve.

T. F. STERN, Secretary.
* * * *

DODGE WASHINGTON PASTORAL
CONFERENCE

Time: Avril 15, 16, 1947, at 9:30 A. M.

Place: St. Paul’s, Township Lomira, Wisconsin.
(Pastor H. Heckendorf.)

Essays: Gen. 1. 20ff, W. Sauer; continuation of
1 Cor. 7, H. Lemke: James 5, 13-18, A. Dornfeld;
Scouting, F. Gilbert: Veterans’ Organizations, A.
von Rohr.

Preacher: W. Reinemann (A. von Rohr).

A. SCHEWE, pro tem.
* * = *

JOINT MISSISSIPPI VALLEY AND
SOUTHWESTER NPASTORAL CONFERENCE

The Joint Mississippi Valley and Southwestern
Pastoral Conference will meet D. v. on Wednesday,
April 16, 1947, at First Lutheran Church, La Crosse,
Wisconsin, (Pastors F. Miller, R. Gurgel).

The Communion Service will begin at 9:30 A. M.,
Rev. I.. A. Witte, preacher. The papers to be read:
A Book Review: Quest for Holiness; a Paper on

The Northwestern Lutheran

‘“An Effective Young People’s Organization,”” Rev.
H. Kirchner; New Testament Exegesis, I. John
5, 4-12; Rev. A. H. Dobberstein, Questions on
Casuistry.

HERBERT NOMMENSEN, Secretary.

* * * *
CENTRAL DELEGATE CONFERENCE

The Central Delegate Conference of the Nebraska
District will meet April 22, 23, at 9:30 A. M., in
St. John’s Lutheran Church at Stanton, Nebraska,
H. Hackbarth, pastor.

Assignments: Does Belief in the Sovereignty of
God Lead to Fatalism?, L. Sabrowsky; Exegesis of
Titus II, A. Laper; Interpretation of I. Corinthians
11, 29-30, H. Hackbarth; TFiller: Thesis II. of
Walther’'s “Law and Gospel,” L. Tessmer; the
Course of the Ante-deluvian World, Genesis 4-3,
I. G. Frey.

Preacher: W. F. Sprengeler; substitute, Gordon
Fuerstenau.

Please announce to host pastor.

W. F. SPRENGELER, Secretary.

* # * *

SCUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN PASTORAL
CONFERENCE
The Southeastern Pastoral Conference of the
Michigan District will meet April 15, 16, 1947, at
st. Jacob’s Bv. Lutheran Church, Grass Lake, Mich-
igan. (A. Bloom, pastor.)
Essays:

I. Exegesis: 1 Corinthians 13.—W. Voss.

II. Table of Duties: Husbands and Wives.—J.
Gauss.

III. What Is the Scriptural Doctrine or Policy as
to Acquisition, Disposal, and Use of Personal Prop-
erty.—A. Maas.

1V. Study of the Advisability and Feasibility of
Establishing Another High School in Southeastern
Michigan.—C. Schmelzer.

V. Practical Demonstration of the Proper Decor-
um and Practice in the External Matters of the
Divine Service, Holy Communion, and Other Agen-
da.—T. Sauer.

VI. Isagogical—Exgetical Treatise on Obadiah.—
H. Buch.

Preachers: Sermon, L. Koeninger (C. Kipfmiller).
Confessional, N. Engel (E. Zell).

Kindly announce to the local pastor.

C. H. KIPFMILLER, Secretary.

* * * *

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN PASTORAL
CONFERENCE

This conference will convene on May 20-21. at
St. Luke’s, Kenosha, Wisconsin, E. W. Hillmer,
host pastor.

Essays:

H. Wackerfuss: I. Tim. 2, 9-15; J. B. Bernthal:
II. Cor. 6, 14-18; W. Diehl: Exegesis, Hebrews 9;
A. Buenger: Exegesis of Passages Relating to Dis-
ciplining of Children; E. Jaster: The Personal
Manifestation of God in the Old Testament.

Preachers: M. F. Plass; G. Redlin (alternate).

Please announce to host pastor.

WM. H. WIEDENMEYER, Secretary.
* - * *

NORTHERN MICHIGAN PASTORS’ AND
TEACHERS' CONFERENCE

Place: St. Paul's, Saginaw; O. Eckert and O
J. BEckert, pastors.

Time: April 24 and 25, opening at 9:00 A. M.

Work: Doctrinal Affirmation (continued), A. W.
Hueschen. Bring your copy along. Continuation of
Fundamental and Non-Fundamental Doctrines,
ete., O. J. Eckert; A Practical Instruction in the
Training of Children in the Christian Home, E.
Kasischke: What Is the Meaning of “Righteous-
ness,” in Thus It Becometh Us to Fulfill All Right-
eousness?. J. Vogt; The Ascension of Christ—Tts
Significance for Christ; Its Significance for TUs,
Wm. Steih; What Do Our Confessional Writings
Say as to the Scope of What the Law Reveals and
How Should This Revelation Be Applied, Prof. A.
Schultz; Exegetical and Homiletical Treatment of
TLuke 7, 36-50, A. W. Hueschen; Exegesis of Eph.
4, 3, G. Martin.

Sermon: N. Maas (G. Martin, substitute).

Kindly announce early to O. J. Eckert.

A. SCHWERIN, Secretary.
* * * *

MINNESOTA DISTRICT PASTORAL
CONFERENCE

Additional Essays to be presented:

Exegetical Essay on Col. 3, Ernst Birkholz.

Isagogical Paper on the Prophet Nahum, P.
Kurth.

A Study of Gal. 5: 7-9, W. Scheitel.

Conference Preachers: Pastoral Sermon: G.
Thiele (F. Weindorf). Confessional Address: Chr.
Albrecht (H. Duehlmeier).

Services with Lord’s Supper will be held Tuesday
evening, April 15.

R. A. HAASE, Secretary.
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ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS

(Authorized by the Proper Officials)
Pastors

Neumann, Karlheinz, in St. Paul’s Church, Bates-
land, South Dakota, and in the Ev. Lutheran
Church, Martin, South Dakota, by Erwin H.
Ploetz, Oculi Sunday, March 9, 1947.

Sydow, Gilbert, in Good Hope Church, Ellensburg,
Washington, by L. C. Krug, Sunday, Oculi, March
9, 1947.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Pastors:
Neumann, Karlheinz, Batesland, South Dakota.

MEMORIAL WREATH

The Dr. Martin Luther College Music Depart-
ment, New Ulm, Minnesota, received a memorial
wreath of $5.00 from Mr. Warren Steffenhagen, in
memory of his infant nephew, Lawrence Steffenha-
gen, who died December 10, 1946.

In memory of the late Prof. E. R. Bliefernicht
the following was received: $2.00 from Student
Ronald Pape; $2.00 from Mr. R. Bruesehoff, Water-
town, Wisconsin; $1.00 fromy Mr. Clarence Radl,
Wood ILake, Minnesota; $135.00 from St. John’s
Congregation, Watertown, Wisconsin, and $50.00

Our heartfelt thanks are herewith expressed to
the kind donors.

EMIL D. BACKER, Music Department.

* * * *

In addition to the sum previously published, the
library of Dr. Martin Luther College, New Ulm,
Minnesota, has received the sum of $29 in memory
of Prof. E. R. Bliefernicht. The kind donors are
‘West Wisconsin District Teachers’ Conference, $22;
the Rev. W. and Mrs. Lindloff, Elkton, South Da-
kota, $2; Mr. and Mrs. Norman Koerwitz, Niles,
Michigan, §$5.

RICHARD J. JANKE.

£l * # *

The Music Department of the Academy at Mo-
bridge, South Dakota, has received a memorial
wreath of §3.00 from Mrs. Wm. Christen, Roscoe,
South Dakota, in memory of the late Rev. E. O.
John, Mankato, Minnesota.

Our heartiest thanks to the kind donor!

R. A. FENSKE.

BOOK REVIEW

THE ATONING CHRIST, by R. R. Caemmerer,
professor of homiletics and speech at Concordia
Theological Seminary. Print: Ernst Kaufmann,
Inc., Chicago. Price: $1.50.

This is another volume of Lenten sermons. The

il

Atoning Christ,” is based on Epistle texts. Seven
sermons comprise this series. They are good. The
language is simple and the thoughts well arranged.
The other group of sermons are based on Gospel
texts. Included in this group is an Easter sermon.
‘What we said about the first series also applies to
this one. The author has a pleasing style and is
loyal to his text. Sorry that the book reached us
at this late hour.
W. 3. 8

* * * *

FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE, by Martin Hegland, pro-
fessor of Religion, St. Olaf College, Northfield,
Minnesota. Print: Augsburg Publishing House.
Pages 481. Price: $1.50.

This book is intended for family devotion. But
it is different. It ‘“features readings from the
New Testament. Beginning with the life of Christ
based on the four Gospels and continuing through
the rest of the New Testament.” This is a book
of devotion after our own heart. The compiler lets
the Scriptures speak. It is well arranged. We wish
this book a wide circulation.

W. J. S.

* * #* *

FROM DAY TO DAY, by J. Henry Harms. Print:
Muhlenberg Press. Pages 383. Price: $1.75.

Another devotional book. It is a handy volume in
size. It is arranged much like other devotional
books with a short text followed by a short appli-
cation of the text and closing with a short prayer.

from various friends and relatives. A total of $73.00. author presents two series. The first series, ““The W. J. S.
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A. Muehl, Monroe Township . ... 205.57 Wm. R. Verick .......... e ALY s 5 & sosarenen 5 wamen® § 10.00
A. Maas, Northfield ............ 728.97 Mrs., Anna: T o s comes o8 sosans 5 s o Frankenmuth 3.00
E. Hoenecke, Plymouth ........ 717.43 Mrs. Ida Heine ..........coovuunn. Frankenmuth 6.00
C. Schmelzer, Riga ............ 873.44 Mrs. Juliana Herzog ..... ..Frankenmuth 2.00
H. Engel, Saline .............. 2,356.80 58.00  Dr. John Lieban ........ ...Frankenmuth 7.00
A. Wacker, Scio ................ 258.42 37.00 Mrs. Katherine Fischer .. ...Frankenmuth 3.00
A. Maas, South Lyons 29.75 Norman Hubinger ..... ...Frankenmuth 17.00
J. de Ruiter, Tecumseh 77.48 Mrs. Lizzie Luebkert .. ...Frankenmuth 2.00
R. Timmel, Toledo 800.00 Mrs. Margaret Burk .. ...Frankenmuth 10.006
‘W. Koelpin, Toledo 267.00 Mrs. Maria Deuting ... ..Frankenmuth 2.00
J. Martin, Toledo—Including 350 from Sunday School .. 550.00 10.00 Mrs. K. Frank ..... ..Frankenmuth . 2.00
A. Bloom, Waterloo 87.90 Wi RAW « vvivroise o winee ..Frankenmuth o s 9.00
Q. Press, WAYDO «covovecssoavonssssanenssissesss 752.83 Conrad Loesel ...Frankenmuth ......... .. 4.06
Pastors and Teachers—Southeastern Conference 28.00 Wm. Masterton ..... ..Frankenmuth ......... . 1.00
Young People’s Society—Scio-Saline-Monroe-Adrian 5.00 Mrs. A, G. Wacker . FEQLE! cuie « sncsesenns wiarezs . 2.00
Taitheran Teachers COnfereece «u. « ¢ swemi s v siraie & » st 5.00 Mrs. A. G. Wacker ... EAVOTIR: 5 & s smwsns vae 4.00
Mrs. A. G. Wacker .............. OWOSSO +vvvvvnnnnnnn v 5.00
Northern Conference Mrs. A. G. Wacker . o AR wrere o+ + ontingave o sssosivon 2.00
it 465.63 3 Mrs. Lena Merz .... .. .Saginaw, St. Paul .... 5.00
X.. ‘%c“)hsxégxel%ix‘r,f,B;;’yCCi}gy o 6.00 égg Elmer Schroede_r S .Saginaw, St. Paul .... - 2.00
J. Vogt, Bay City—Including $17.32 from School Children 159.17 Mrs. Emma Smith and J. Smith..Saline ................ .. 50.00
E. Kasischke, Bay City 770.00 Mrs. A. G. Waclfel 38.00
D. Metzger, Broomfield 250.79 Mrs. A. G. Wacker ... -e. 2100
CRESANING + v v v e eneeeeeeen et 69.45 Mrs. Robert Toney . s ... B.00
E. Leyrer, Clare .... 193.07 R. Heuman ...............coconen Tawas CIty .o.ccovesssosanioees o . 5.00
N. Maas, Durand ..... 28.00 Pastors and Teachers—Southeastern
E. E. Rupp, Blkton 73.35 Mrs. A. G. Wacker .......... .-+ Conference ..... SRR R 28.06
B. Westendorf, Flint ......... 384.83 Young People’s Society—Adrian, Mon-
A. Kehrberg, "Frankenmuth 503.10 49.00 Mrs. A. G. Wacker roe, Saline and Scio ........... ... b5.00
A. Schwerin Freeland w.... .. 336.20 Mrs. A. G. Wacker ... -.Lutheran Teachers Conference ...... 5.00
G. Schmelze,r, Yala vussas . 176.42 2.00 Mrs. A. G. Wacker Pastors of Southwestern Conference 10.06
R. Frey, HEMIOCK . ..ovueueneenenorneneniunmnenneennennn 476.03 ALWIN R. BURKHARDT, Treasurer.




The History of
Christian Deoctrine
By E. H. Klotsche

With concluding chapter
by Dr. J. T. Mueller.
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Price: $4.50

SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS OF SPURGEON
Edited and condensed by David Otis Fuller, D. D.
Although the Lutheran pastor who reads with discrimination will not subscribe to the definitely Reformed views of Spurgeon, he will find in

these volumes some justification for the great fame which Spurgeon enjoyed as a preacher. what is more, he will find it possible and profitable
to adapt much of this material to his own sermon work.

Spurgeon’s Illustrative Anecdotes ~ Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes
172 apt illustrations selected from the original work, alphabetically A selection of 193 complete sermon outlines with almost 500
arranged according to subject and completely indexed for maximum choice iluétrations, based on texts from Genesis to Revelations.
usefulness. .
Price: $1.50 Price: $2.50
Spurgeon’s Sermons on the Second Coming Spurgeon’s Sermon Illustrations

Although these sermons are tinged with millenialism, they are
masterpieces of English prose and will provide stimulating and profit-

able reading.
Price: $1.50

Spurgeon’s Lectures to His Students

For the Pastor’s Study

A VALUABLE ADDITION TO THE
PASTOR’S LIBRARY!

A Presentation of the Movement of Christian Thought from the Birth of Chris-
tian Theology to its latest phases in America.

“A book which, without any great and boastful claims, sets before the readers
the elementary truths of this branch of sacred theology in an intelligible and lucid
way.”— From the Foreword.

“Tt is almost startling to find a book like this so well written that it can be used
not only in the Theological Seminary, but also given to the general public because it
possesses such a readable style .. .” — From “Ecclesia Plantanda.”

Over 550 illustrations and direct quotations of Spurgeon, arranged °

in alphabetical order for easy reference.

Price: $1.50

27 lectures packed with practical wisdom, common sense and sage |
advice. One of Spurgeon’s greatest works.

Price: $3.50

NORTHWESTERN PUBLISHING HOUSE

935-937 NORTH FOURTH STREET

MILWAUKEE 3, WISCONSIN



