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Hortonville was incorporated as such in 189L. It

1

lg lovated in Outagemie County between Appleton and New London or. U.S.

Hortonville, a vi

Just -over two thousand

-
~\
¢

o)

day, was a prosperous town, however, as early as 1557 when ¥ e
Fachimann there. Fachtmann, who is called trav-

Hissilopary of the Wisconsin Evengaelical Lutheran Synod,® was the

first Lutheran pastor known to have worked in Hortonville. In October

of 1857 e left M4lwaul - £y : v to bl £}
of 1657 he left Milwaukee traveling eventually %o the ares northwest of

Leeving the Neenah-Henasha area on the northwest shore

"continued up the Rat and Wolf Rivers. His journey took him
as far as Hew London and what is now known as Hortonville.
Lverywhere he found a lsck of churches, children unbaptized,

and people hungry for the Word and Sacraments. These findines
y

n
he noted in several reports to the President of the Synudo?I
"Hortonville at that time was a prosperous village about ten
years old. In the winter of 1847-18L8 the Knapp brothers had
made hand shaved shingles in a cabin on the cite of Hortonville.
Alenzo B, Horton followed them in the early spring of 1846, His
selection of Hortonville was determined by the fact that the
Black Otter Creek afforded sufficient power to operate a saw
mill and that the region round sbout was covered by a heavy
growth of fine timber. Later in 1848 he began putting in a dam,
digging a millrace, and building a saw mill, which began making
lumber ebout Augnsh, 1849. The lumber was rafted down Black
Otter Creek to the Wolf River and eventually to the Mississippi.
In November, 1849, the first plat of the village of Hortonville
was filed. By 1857 Hortonville was the site of a flour mill,
several dry goods stores; grocery stores, and two large hotels,
one of them the best and largest in northern Wisconsin. A good
road.also.conneched Hortonville. and.New. London,.which-was-the

steamboat port on the Wolf River, The fact that Hortonville
lay midway between Appleton and the vast pine regions of the
Wolf River made it an important tradinz and business center in

those yeérsa éugh was the village ?astor Fachtmann visited 1n

T Oetober, 1857 e

Although TFachtmann found:a thriving community, there were.no churches

%0 be found in the village. Clergymen of the Reformed persuasion and
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Roman Catholic priests had served this area, but nong of

them had as
yet built a house of worship. Such was the atmosphere in which‘Fachtm
mann found several Germen Lutherans. To these people he preached and
administered the Sacraments.

In June of 1858 Fachtmann attended the Wisconein Synod's convention.
After the convention he set out on 2 second misslon circult. A4zain he

visited Hortonville and New Londone. onville Ysome 60 German fam-

fud

ilies in the aresz near the village sxtended a2 warm welcome Yo him.® 2

H

Fachitmann preached and administered the sacraments to 30
Lutheran families living in the settlement whom he had serve
ed the previous year. They came mostly from Prussia, Pomer-
znia and Mecklenburg, Germany. &

58

Fachtmann continued to serve the Hortonville area for about a year,
working out of St. Peter's Congregation in Fondulac., However in July
of 1859, after accepting another call, he left %o work in the Lalrosse
area. AL this time Pastor Carl Friedrich Waldt from Menashes begen serve
ing the arsa.

"In 1859 St. Paulfs Congregation, now at Dale, but then situated

between Meding and Dale, was organized, but whether by Fachtmann

or by Waldt is uncertain. Tge Lutherans from Hortonville usual-

ly attended services there.

Through the congregation at Dale, Waldt served the people of Hortonville

until 1865 when he accepted a call out of the area. The Dale congrega-

the Pastor of Immanuelfs Church in Town Winchester. At this point it

tion was served for-the mext-two-years by Pastor Theodore Jaeckel who wag -

should be noted that some sources attribute the founding of the Dale

congregation in 1859 to Pastor Jaekel. The History of Outagamie County

states that "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was organized



in 1859, by Rev. Th. Jaeckel, who preached to eleven femilies.® 6 Fure

thermore, Gordon A. Bubolz wrobte:

Bh group of Germans, largely from Chio, and a few families
from Pennsylvenia had come to Dale beginning in 1853, Appar-
ently there came with them a past a Rev. Lienksemper who

organized a Reformed Church co
later the Rev, Th. Jaeckel organi
Services were held in & school house or in the homes of meme
bers of the congregations. In 1863-186L the two congregations
united in the DUllQ?lg of a church cbOU one half mile west of
Dale. They continued to share this house of worship until 1878
when the Reformed congregation purchased the share of the Luth-
ETrans. " {

gation by 1858 while a year
cd the 24, Paul Congregatione

‘\NUJ (“C’Q -3

N

While the source quoted earlier seems to atiribute the founding
of the Dale congregation to Fachtmann or Waldt, these last two clearly
state that 1t was Jaeckel. However, the interesting fact is that the
Lutherans at Dale cooperated with the Reformed at leasti in externals.
since this was the congregation where most of the Lutherans from Horton-
ville attended it may be concluded that they too were not entirely free
from the influence of "unionism" which came to America from the 0ld Coun-
trye.

Pastor Waldt returned to the area in 1867, accepting a call to Nee- . .
ngh. He once again took over the spiritual care of the people of Hortone
villee "It is during this period that the actual organization of the
congregation at Hortonville took place - first as a preaching station
and then as a congregation.® 8

~BThe-few-Lutherans-in-Hertonville-and-vielnity calded Reve oo

Fo Waldt to build them a church. The congregation was organize .

ed and the first church dedicated August 1L,.1870. Seven famil-

iles constituted the original congregation, comprised in the fol-
lowing members: Fred Schulz, Emil Schwebs, Fred Voss, William

Voss, August Levin, Gustav Schwebs, and Conrad Mainzer.® 7
Because of poor health the Synod gave Waldt an assistant in the person

of Rev. Otto Spehr, in 1870. He residedin Hortonville and also served
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the congregations at Dele and Greenville. Prior to his arrival the
Hortonville flock had purchased an unfinished church bullding from the
I g

Methodists. They completed the work on the bullding after he arrived.

August of 1870,
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This bullding was dedicated as a house of w

In September of that same yvear the founders of the congregation met and

T

officlally ewtablighed themselves as Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Con-

£5 [

gregation. Less th year later, in June of 1871, Bethlehem applied

o

an &
for and was accepted into the membership of the Wisconsin Synod at the
Synod's convention in Manitowoe.

Pastor Spehr served the Hortonville congregation for about a year
and a half, In the fall of 1871 he left to serve a congregation in
Sheboygen and Pastor H.J. Haack accepted a call from Bethlehem shortly
thereafter in Cctober to replace Spehr as the congregationts spiritual
shepherd. Haack served Bethlehem until the middle of 1873 at which time
he resigned from the ministry for reasons which are unknowno> However,
shortly before he resigned, Bethlehem's house of worship burned to the
ground, on May 15, 1873. & fire had started in the local shoe~shop lo=
cated a ways down the road from the church.

"4 sbrong wind was blowing from the south, (and) spread to a shed

between the shop and the church, from where embers were carried

to the steeple of the church....The whole village turned out in

an attempt to put out the fire. The women of the town formed a

bucket brigade znd the men fought the fire. Mr. Emil Schwebs,

one of the founders of the congregation, almost became a casual-

the ladder to the rear of the church. All attempts to save the
church were in vain, 10

Needless to say, the Lutherans of Hortonville were in dire straights

that summer of 1873. They had no insurance to replace their church which
had burned to the ground, they still owed $900,00 on the original proper=

ty and building, and they had no pastor. Such were the details of a re-
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port which Mr. Charles Buck presented to the Synod Conveﬁtion at Lacrosse
in behalf of the congregation in June that same year. The brothers and
sigsters of Bethlehemjthroughout the Synod, opened their hearts and pocket-
books to help the congregation. $800.0C was collected and sent to Horton-

ville. The congregetion decided not to rebuild on the szme site. Ine

they purchased a lot from Mrs. Julius Zuehlke for $75.00 on the
A

o
2

stea
corner of Embarrass and Pine streets. No bullding project was undertaken
however, until another pastor was securad. After & vacancy of over a
year Pastor Traugott Gensike wes installed as their pastor on June 28,
187Le Gensike served a dual pastorate, also serving the congregation at
New Londone

About three months after his arrival a new church building was
completed and dedicated to the worship of God, on Septembver 6, 187L.

#The new church, it is true was not a pretentious building,

but after all its best omament was the true Word of God and
the precious sacraments. It was a frame building, 30 fi. x

56 ft. heated with two box stoves. It had a balcony, but had
no sanctuary. The front of the church was square inside. The
altar was on an elevated platform and the pulpit was built dir-
ectly above the altar. Special gifts of money, presented to
the congregation, enabled the congregation to purchase a reed
organ to accompany the congregational singing. When the church
was completely finished, the congregation had a debt of $1500.
Each of the members,however, signed a personal note and thus
reduced the debt to $200....The congregation had only thirteen
voting members.® 11

During his pastorate, Gensike made his residence in New London after

residing for a year at-Hortonville. This was at the vehement request
of the New Londeners, However, Gensike continued to shepherd the flock

at HortenvillewuntilwhewleftwtheﬂameawformanotherwcongnegationwinmSeptemw

e

ber of 18809 The Lord blessed Gensike's pure preaching of the Gospel
and when he left the congregational voting members had risen from thir-

teen to forty-eight.
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In nc time at all Bethlehem hed a new pastor. On September 17, 18«
80 AlberT ¥, Kluge was installed. Not only did Kluge serve the congrega-

tion at Hortonville, but he also continued to pasto
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new London as well as the conzregationg at Dele, Caledonia
and Liberty. Durinz his term of service Bethlehem declded to build a
Christian Dey School. The first school building was erected across the

street from the church. The land for this one room schcol was purchased

on May 2, 1881 for 3150.,00, $125.00 came from selling the lot where the

&

congregations original church building had stood. The congregation offi-
cilally voted for the building of ﬁhe school on January 5, 1882. The duties
of teaching the children fell on Pastor Kluge. "Following Pastor Kluge,
Pastors John Hacker and G.E. Boettcher spent many years in the classroom,
until the congrezation could see its way clear té call special teachers, 12

. The members of Bethlehem responded to the Lord's blessing of contin-
ued growth by calling fheir own resident pastor in 188l.

"They sent a call to Pastor John Hacker who was then serving

Zion's Congregation at Leeds, Wis. Pastor Haker accepted the

call to Hortonville and was ingtalled as pastor of the congre-

gation on November L, 188L."

Since this was thé congrezation's first resident pastor, they had
to supply adequate housing. Initially Hacker and his family lived out. of
three rooms in a local house which the congregation rented for them., How-

ever,

the voters decided to build-a parsonage for its first resident
pastor. It was also used to teach instruction class in later
yearso. In that period of time, the school term usually lasted

“six months. “Some of the childyren only attended school until the
fourth or fifth grade.® 1

This parsonage was used until 1951 when a new one was built. There were,

however, additions made to the original parsonage in 190k, and 1910,



7
Pastor Hacker remeined at Hortonville until Decembar of 1893 when
he left to serve a congregation in Wilson, Minnesota. After retiring from
the ministry in June of 1911, he returned to Hortonville where he lived
out the rest of his life. He died on June, L, 1917. Bethlehem's next
pastor was to serve the congregation for forty-five years.

¥"Upon his gzraduation from the Seminary, Pastor Gustav E, Boeti-
cher accepted the cell to preach at Bethlehem. He was ordasined
and installed as Pastor on July 1, 189L. One of his first dut-
ies was teaching the Christian Day School, a task to which he
devoted himself wholeheartedly until the congregation was able
to support z teachers

#Tn addition to his pastoral and teaching dutles, Pastor Boett-
cher was the choir director, preached in Dale on Sunday after-
noons and did some janitorial work.'t +

One of the major tasks undertaken by the congregation during Boett-
cher's stgy was the building of a new church on the cite where the school
was located. In August of 1895 the congregation celebrated its twenty-
fifth anniversary and took special collections for the purpose of erecting
a new house of worship. A little over {wo years later the structure was
completed at the cost of $5665.00. This building continues to serve as
the congregation®s worship facility today.

"The present church edifice is a solid-brick, Gothic-style struce

ture, 4O x 80 ft., with a sanctuary sixteen feet deep and a spac=

ious sacristy. The tower af the southeast corner of the church

is about 10Qfeet high. Altar, pulpit, antependia, and a new reed

organ were supplied by the Ladieg' Aid of the congregation. Car-

pets were bought by the young ladies of the congregation and the

young men of the congregation furnished the light fixtures. The
art-glass windows were gifts of individual members of the congre-

gation,

"The building of the new church also brought sbout one other
change. The school~house had to be moved to g new location,
namely, to the rear of the present church.® 1 .

At this time the congregation numbered dbout }20, with a voting membership
of about 70 men. The former church building was sold in 1898 to St. Peter's

Congregation in the Town of Liberty.
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During the fall of 1897 while the church was being completed the
congregation relleved Pastor Boettcher temporarily of his»teaching re-
spongibilities and hired Mr. H. Mundinger. After the church had been
completed, héwever3 Boettcher resumed his teaching respongibilities until

1903, ¥In the spring of 1903 the congregation permenently relieved Pastor

N

Boettcher of his teaching duties and since that time has had repular teache

b}

ers in its Christian Day School.? 17 4 Miss Meyer was engaged to teach the
spring session at the school and the next acadenmic vear was conducted by

Mise Martha Schliebe. Throuzh the early 1930s the teachers were simply

]

hired by the congregation for the school year. Sometime in the mid to

b

late 1930s the congregation began sending its teachers "divine calls.®
Including Pastors Kluge, Hacker, and Boettcher, Bethlehem’s school has had
86 pecple serve as teachers, the last one beingz called in 1983.

Another major change took place in 1903 which showed that the largely
Germen-~speaking congregation was beginning to change.

“In the Quarterly Meeting of the congregation on March 29,

1903, it was decided to permit the pastor to conduct English

services if they would not interfere with the regular German

servicese..oAlthough German services remained a regular feat-

ure for a long time, they were discontinued altogether in 1946.

Since 1921 all instruction classes have been taught in the Eng-

lish language and since 1929 all business of the congregation

has been conducted in the medium of the English." 18

Some other major events which took place during Pastor Boettcher's

tenure és¢the spiritual leader of Bethlehem, were the building of a new

twosgtory brick “schosl in 1908  Tor $3000500; “the purchase of a pipe organ

in 1915 for $1600.00; “the purchase of a teacherage in 1916 and the selling

of it in 1931, the observance of the congregation's fiftieth anniversary, . ...

the formation of the Young Pegple's Society in 1931, and a $2000,00 redec-

oration of the interior of the church in 1936, Concerning Pastor Boettcher



Bethlehem's 100th anniversary book statess

WAfter forty-five years of blessed end faithful service to the

congregation, Pastor G.E. Boettcher resigned his pastorate at

the Bethlehem fv, ILutheran Church and retired from the active

ministry on June 30, 1939. Under God, it was Pastor Boettcher

who made this congregation what it ils today. God visibly bless-

ed his conscientious labors both for the congregation and for

its Christian Day School. A% the end of 1939 the records show

that the congregation had 576 baptized members, L57 communicent

members, and 132 voting members. Pastor Boettcher spent his en-

tire ministry in this congregation. During his forty-five years

of service he preached about 5000 sermons, performed 6Ll baptisms,

67l confirmations, 187 marriages, and 282 burials. He communed

about 26,23l zuests at the Lord's altar. His long ministry vas a

distinct blessinz to the congregation." 19
Boetteher retired in Hortonville and died there on Dec. 17, 19L6.

Pastor Harold ¥. Wicke succeeded Boettcher on July 1, 1939. After
completing his Seminary training Wicke accepted a cell to Bethlehem as a
teacher in their Christian Day School, apparently because there were not
enough openings for the new graduates into the parish ministry as pastors.
However, on March 6, 1938, he was ordained and installed as the congrega-
tion's assistant pastor, becoming their resident pastor upon Boettcher's
retirement. Pastor Wicke served the congregation faithfully until October
15, 1950, when he accepted a call to St. Peter's in Weyauwega, Wisconsin.
During Wicke's stay a major project which was completed was the §wo room
addition to the Christian Day School. As a result of the WW II baby boom
the schoolls enrollment jumped from about 50 students in 1940 to 102 in

_1947e...The. time of dedication and the cost of this project are uncleare ...

One source states that”"the new addition to the school was dedicated on

September 11, (19L9). The total cost of the addition was $50,583.20." 20

However a later source states that "The two room addition was completed
and dedicated on October 11, 1949 ab an approximate cost of $30,000.00." 2%

Another major change which took place during Wicke's tenure was the
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official change of name for the congregation in 1950,

#4t the Annuel Meeting, the congrezation officially adopted a

change of name for the church. The congregation was originally

incorporated with the name 'The German Lutheran Bethlehem Church

Society of Hortonville, Wisconsin.! This name was changed to

the present name of Bethlehem Fvengelical Lutheran Congregation.® 22

Before continuing with the years of Wicke's.successor one other point
should be noted. Although the Ladies £id existed since February L, 1897,
there was no organization for the men until 19L0. Wicke, even though a
rookie pastor, saw the need for such an organization for the men of his
congregation. On February 12, 19L0 the Men's Club was officially organiszed,
The object of the Ments Club was,

#9700 encourage one another actively to participate in the work

of the local congregationy to further Christian fellowship, and

$0 assist in giving publicity to the cause of Lutheranism.'®

Pastor Erwin B. Froehlich followed Wicke as the next shepherd of the
Bethlehem flocke Froehlich was installed as the congregation's pastor on
January 7, 1951. Under Froehlich's direction the congregation gontinued to
progress and grow. In 1951 men and women were for the first time allowed
to partake of the Lord's Supper together. Also in 1951 a new parsonage
was completeds In 1953 mortgages on the church, school, and a teacherage

i

were paid off. Modern technical advancements did not pass the congregation

by either. Although the church building has excellent acoustics, a sound

system was installed in 1956, Pastor Froehlich left Bethlehem in 1957,

after-accepting g cgll ey pagtor ol “Bethany Lutheran Chureh —in Hustisford,

Wisconsin. He was succecded by Pastor Charles A. Schlei who was installed

as pastor of the congregation on November 3, 1957.

Schlel devoted twenty-two years of his ministry to Bethlehem, leaving
the congregation in~July of 1978 to serve our military servicemen in Furopk

as a civilian chaplain. 4s in the past, the Lord maintained, preserved, and



caused the congregation to grow during Schleit's pastorateo

In 1958 the congregation voted "to join the Federation of Congrega-
tions Yo maintain and operate Fox Valley Lutheran High Schocl in fpple-
ton, WiscH el Individuai members of the congregation had privately sup-
ported the high school before this time. Over the years meny of the cone
gregation's young people have taken advantage of the opportunity to cone-
tinue their secondary education at Fox Vaelley. The congregation's dedi-
cation to Christian education was also made evident in 1961, when the
Christian Education Society was formed.

Another major achievement of 1961 was the $37,000.00 renovation of
the church building. 4 new heating system was added to the church along
with an enclosed front entrance. The inside of the edifice was redecor~
ated and the building itself was rewired electrically.

In 1965 a group of women of the cangregétion»organized & Lutheran
Girl Pioneers' "Caravan" for the girls of the comgregatioh. The purpose
of this group was and still is:

"to provide the youth of the church with a six point program in

keeping with the purpose of the church, a program which: 1) cone

tains only Lutheran Theology, 2) gives the children the great
outdoors, 3) develops leadership, L) builds citizenship, 5).teach-
es safety, and 6) gives children something to doe.® 2 ‘

In 1967 the Sunday School was reactivated after lying dormaent since

1932. One elderly member did, however, rémemberrattending Sunday School

'é@?ééﬁly?ﬁﬁﬁi9i2gfaﬁﬁﬁ@?@ﬁfﬁﬁé”éﬁ?lﬁ@éﬁfﬁ@ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ?ﬁfTEﬁSﬁﬁﬁﬁ?WSEﬁﬁﬁlwpngram

is in the minutes of a 1924 quarterly voters meeting. Since its re-estabw

lishment in 1967, the Sunday School has continued to exist, serving childe

ren from the age of three years up through the eight grade.
The worship of Bethlehem was greatly enhanced on February 2, 1969,

with the purchase of a new organe



"The organ was built by the Temple COrgan Company of Burlington,
Towa. It has 17 registers; 19 ranks and 1,089 pipes. It was
purchased for $10,000,00,% 20 |
In addition to the orzan, a set of chimes was given to the congregation
at the same time as a zgift by one of the members.

In 1970 the church basement was remodeled, but more importantly, the
congregation celebrated living under Godt's grace for 100 years., At that
time the congregation listed the following statistics: '"Baptisms - 1677,
Confirmations - 1398, Marriages - L85, and Burials - 619,17 27

One finel accomplishment of the congrezation which took place during

Schleits stay as pastor was the construction of an all purpose room which

[#5]

was dedicated on September 25, 1977,

"This multi-purpose room is very functional for school and

church activities. Besides the school sports programs, it

is used by the Youth Group for various activities, adult bas-

ketball, womens exercise classes, AAL programs, Easter Break~

fast, family ghysical activities and physical education for

the gradeso® 8

The current Pastor at Bethlehem is Carl Pagel. He was cfficlially ine
stalled and began serving the congregation in August of 1978. Under his
shepherding the congregation has undergone further advancement.

In 1980 a "Train® of the Lutheran Boy Pioneers was reactivated. Data

on the Pioneer program at Bethlehem could only be obtained through tele-~

phone conversations with the current leaders, Mr. "Red" Surprize and Mr.

Larry Klitzke, According to the information which they had from previous .

records, & Pioneer group for the boys of the congregation was started dure

ing Schlei's tenure as pastor in 1970. It lasted about two years and then

folded when the senior leader, Gene Paschen, left the congregation. Anoth-
er effort was made around 197L and this time the club lasted for about

four or five years. Whether it folded for the second time just before
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or after Pagel arrived on the scene is unclear. The Train has been ac-
tive since 1980 and currently has three senior leaders, one junior lead-
er and twenty-four boys who are members.

The major advancement of the congregation thus far during Pagel's
stay has been in the area of Christian education and shows the congrega-
tionts deep commiﬁLment to the proper training of its youth.

"Through great efforts on the part of the finance committee

and money acquired from fund raisging events, the congregation
225 eble to construct a four classroom addition to its schocle.
ALl the money needed for it was by donation or interest free
lozns given by members of Bethlehem. Plans were drawn and con-
struction bezan in the spring of 1960. It was completed for
oceupation by fall of that year, the dedication being on Sep-
tember 25, 1980. Total cost of this addition was $110,000.
When tallking zbout this new addition, Pastor Pagel said, !Our
school represents the vouths and strength of our congregation.
Even though we are an old congregation, the school and its con=
tinued growth shows we aren't dead or dying.t® 29

Because of the continued growth with which the Lord has blessed Beth-
lehem, the congregation voted to call a vicar from the Seminary at Mequon.
In August of 1983 the congregation's first vicar was instelled in the per=-
son of John Becke.

According to the Statistical Report of the Wisconsin Evanselical Luthe-

eren Synod for 1983, Bethlehem currently has 1,110 baptized souls and 838

communicant members. There are 138 students enrclled in the Christisn Doy

School, who are taught by three male teachers and three female teachers.

Forty One students are enrélled in the Sunday School. They are instructed

by one male teacher and four female teachers. The congregations total

contributions for 21l purposes in 1983 came to $250,295.00,

It is self-evident that over the years the Lord has blessed this con-
gregation. He has blessed these people with willing and able workers. He
has blessed the workers with willing, able members. However,credit must be

given only where credit is due:r "To God all praise and glory." (TLH 19).
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