CONVENTION ESSAY

JESUS —
THE FINAL WORD FROM GOD
by
Richard E. Lauersdorf

“Jesus!” Is there any other greater name under heaven? For us as believers Jesus Christ
is the most wonderful Person — period! “The Word!” Is there any other greater book under
heaven? For us as believers the Holy Scriptures is the most wonderful book — period! When
we say “wonderful,” we don’t mean number one on some long list of personalities or books.
We aren’t identifying “Jesus” and “the Word” as the best liked or the best seller out of many.
Both “Jesus” and “the Word” are in a class by themselves. The Bible is God’s Word and
Jesus is God’s Word. Both are God speaking to us in a2 most wonderful way about a subject
that is more than wonderful — our salvation.

Nor can we ever separate Jesus and the Word. Without Holy Scripture we would know
nothing about Jesus. He whose birth divides human history, whose teachings transform
peoples’ lives, whose work prepared pardon for sin, peace with God, and promise of eternal
life, would be unknown to us without the Word. In history, as humans recorded it, we find
only one reference to Jesus. The Roman author Tacitus, writing about 112 AD. makes
passing reference to the crucifixion of Jesus under Pontius Pilate. There is nothing more
without the Word; nothing more about him who is our Savior. Nor does Jesus walk among
us visibly to speak to us as he did to those first disciples. There is no daily e-mail from him
updating us on the latest kingdom news, no regular visits asking us how it’s going. Just the
Word, the Word which God has given us in written form, his Word, to tell us about Jesus
Christ the Savior who is God’s Word in the flesh. And without the message of Jesus, the
written Word would have nothing to say. Pull the scarlet thread of Christ Jesus out of
Scripture and its fabric falls apart. Pluck cut the central message of salvation through Christ
and the Bible’s reason for existing vanishes.

Begin to see where our essay is heading? Your assignment to me was to lead you in a
study of how Jesus is the final Word from God. You’ve asked me to show how in Jesus God
has revealed his saving will to us, of how complete that revelation is in Jesus, of how we
therefore have in Jesus what we have needed for the past 150 years of our synod and the past
25 years of your district and what we will need for the new millennium, both for our
salvation and for our blessed work of spreading that salvation. And that cannot be done
without talking about those two wonderful items — “Jesus” and “the Word.” So let’s look at
what the Word says about Jesus and what Jesus says about the Word.

The Inspired Word

The God of the Bible is a God who speaks. From creation on he reveals himself by
speaking. Unlike idols, he does not remain silent, but expresses his nature and thoughts, his
will and plans, his work past, present, and future. In the Garden of Eden he spoke directly to
Adam and Eve in a fellowship that one day will be fully ours again in heaven. When sin
ruined that relationship, he spoke again, lovingly and graciously, the first promise of the
Savior who would come from the woman’s seed to crush Satan’s head. Note he spoke to
save!
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He came seeking sinners who scurried around in the Garden attempting in fright to hide
from him. He came to reveal his loving plan of salvation to blind sinners who had not even
the faintest inkling of it or the slightest ability to ferret it out.

Beginning with Moses he spoke through his written Word. Again the purpose was the
same. He spoke through the written Word to save. That's why he guided those human
authors in ways we do not fully understand, moving them to write, directing their thoughits,
and recording their words in exactly the form he wanted. Of course, there were human
elements involved. Luke did research (1:1-4); Ezra cited the records of the king of Persia
(Ezra 6); but many things came by direct revelation as Paul pointed out in 1 Corinthians
2:9,10, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for
those who love him, but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.” The authors used their own
language, vocabularies, and styles, but God provided the impulse to write, the message to be
conveyed, and the words to do it. Through these human authors God was speaking to us just
as if he were standing at our side, speaking his words in our ears, his exact words which can

only all be true.

We call this important “verbal inspiration”, using a word found only once in Scripture in
2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is God-breathed” (one word in Greek-theopneustos). But this
is not the only passage nor the only word about this supremely important subject in the Bible.
Every prophetic utterance that begins with “Thus says the Lord,” every passage that tells us
God spoke the message, emphasizes verbal inspiration. Again and again the Bible speaks on
this subject, more times or at least as many times as on any other teaching. Moses and the
prophets, the evangelists and the apostles were men who “spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). They wrote, not according to their own will,
but the will of the Spirit. Some critics point out that Peter used the word “spoke” instead of
“wrote” in this passage. For Peter, as well as elsewhere in Scripture, these two words
“spoke” and “wrote” are interchangeable. In 1:19 Peter said, “We have the word of the
prophets made more certain,” and in 1:20 he refers to the prophecy of Scripture. The
prophets were long dead; Peter had their words not in oral, but written form. But to him they
were God’s words and God’s words were true.

How reliable is the written Word? So reliable that Paul counld take a single statement of
the Old Testament {Genesis 15:6) and use it to establish an important truth in Romans 4:3,
“Abraham believed God and it was credited to him for righteousness.” So reliable that Paul
could take a singular form in Genesis 12:7 and say of it in Galatians 3:16, “The promises
were spoken to' Abraham and tc his seed. The Scripture does not say ‘and tc seeds’, meaning
many people, but ‘and to your seed’, meaning one person, who is Christ.” So reliable that
Jesus could take a single word in Psalm 82:6 and remind the Pharisees accusing him of
blasphemy in John 10:34-36, “Is it not written in your Law, “I have said you are gods? If he
called them ‘gods’ to whom the word of God came — and the Scripture cannot be broken —
what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world?”
Jesus was right, “The Scripture cannot be broken.” It is God-breathed, his own word for all
the ages to come, absolutely reliable down to every word.

And the Scripture is God’s living word. Christ and the apostles regarded the Cld-

Testament not as something just inspired in the past, but as God speaking today. Over 40
times Old Testament quotes are introduced not with “He said,” but “He says” (Matthew
22:43, Romans 10:11, Hebrews 3:7). The word that goes “forth from God’s mouth” (Isaiah
55:11) is “living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). No
wonder the author of Hebrews urges, “See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks”
(Hebrews 12:25). Here, too, in the power of God’s living word lies the answer for critics
who accuse us of arguing in a circle when we use Scripture’s own statements to prove its
inspiration. -2-

. The Pharisees hurled the same charge at Jesus. “Here you are, appearing as your own
w1tn¢ss, your testimony is not valid,” they snapped at him, only to have him answer, “Bven if
I'testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I
am going. _But you have no idea where I came from or where [ am going” (John 8:13,14).
Wg know from where that Word has come and what it has done to our hearts. Just a; we
believe the sun shines because we see its light, we believe the Word is his because in it we
have met the living God who saves us.

Some have argued that only when Scripture speaks about salvation it is God speaking.
When it deals with history, science, geography, astronomy, they say it presents man’s dateg
fallible thinking. How presumptuous for man to strive to superimpose his puny mind on’
God’s Word. Scripture is God’s inerrant Word, no matter how far the subject matter seems
rempved from its central theme of salvation. How arrogant for man to judge what of
Scripture directly or indirectly has a bearing om his salvation when God has told us piainly
why he speaks to us. Though standing alone, the doctrine of verbal inspiration does not save
us, yet it serves to enforce and validate all of Scripture teachings, inclu&ling its central theme
of salvation. To attack verbal inspiration is to attack our salvation for we correctly sing,
“Jesus love me, this I know, for the Bible tells me s0.” As someone pointed out, the doctriné
of salvation through Christ runs like a scarlet threat through all of Holy Scripﬁre, but the
doctrine of verbal inspiration is the silken thread that gives strength of the Bible’s fabric.

The Incarnate Word

Not only did God speak to mankind by his inspired, written Word, but also by his Son
In fact, God’s greatest, clearest act of communication came in the ministry of his Son oé
ea.rth: That’s why the Bible calls Jesus come into the flesh the Word. Such an expression for
us might seem like a strange way of speaking. We don’t usually think of a word beine a
person, but a sound in audible form that we use to convey a concept. Yet the expressizn
though beyond our grasping, fits eminently. Jesus is the Word, God’s personal message to’
us. An old Greek proverb states, “A word is the image of the soul.” From a man’s wordcs we
gain .msight into his thoughts, feelings, and attitudes. Just as we use words to show others
what’s in our heart, so God showed us his heart by sending his Son into this world. Jesus
came to earth not to bring a new revelation, but o be the revelation of God. In Jesus, the
incarnate Word, we sinful human beings can see and know the invisible, unapproach’ab]e
Qod. To see Jesus is to see God. To hear Jesus is to hear God. To look at Jesus is to look
into God’s heart, overflowing with love and grace for lost sinners. In fact, all who would
know God must come to know him through Jesus.

But let’s allow Scripture to speak. Particularly does the Apostle John, who walked and
talked with Jesus, describe our Savior as the Word. John begins his Gospel with sentences
Ehat soar off the page. “In the beginning was the Word,” he writes, already telling us that
Jesu§ is God because only God existed in the beginning. “And the Word wa; with (D}od ” he
connvnues,lusing a preposition that meant face to face with God in the closest relatiotishjp
pqsmble. “And the Word was God,” he concludes. From the beginning Jesus was together
with God and was God, second person of the Holy Trinity, one with the Father. Wh:( this
means John then details in verse 18, “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only
who.is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” In Jesus the eternal, invisible God has,
graciously stepped into our world to speak to us. The Apostle Paul picked up this same
theme in Colossians 1:15 where he wrote of Christ, “He is the image of the invisible God.”
The word “image” means not just like God, but the perfect expression, the perfect revelation
of God. That’s what Jesus is, God revealed for our salvation.
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" John also began his first epistle with the thought of Jesus being the Word. “That which
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched — this we proclaim concerning the Word of life”
(1:1). Notice John writes “that”, not “who”, referring not only to the person, but the message.
And notice what he calls God’s revelation in Christ come into the flesh; he calls it the “Word
of life.” In Jesus, God’s message to the world was a message of life, glorious, eternal life in
heaven.

In his last book, the book of Revelation, John came back to the same thought. Of that
rider on the white horse, he wrote, “He is dressed in a robe, dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God” (19:13). “Word” ... “Word of life” ... and now here and ¢nly here in
Scripture “Word of God.” Jesus is God’s Word to us, showing us in person especially God’s
thoughts of salvation for us. He who once said, “Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth
speaks” (Matthew 12:34), was God’s mouth revealing clearly God’s saving heart to us.

Hebrews chapter one echoes the same thought. The unnamed author was writing to
Christians tempted to tumn away from Christ in order to avoid persecution. Trying to show
them what a supreme treasure they had in Christ, one that they surely would not want to
discard, he gets right to the point in the opening verses of the epistle. “In the past God spoke
to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,” he begins. That
was God speaking, he said, in various forms of law, history, poetry, prophecy, used by Moses
through Malachi. But their message had been incompiete. More was to come, not to cancel
what had been divinely recorded, but to finish it. “You must listen to him,” the great Oid
Testament prophet Moses had said of the greater prophet yet to come (Deuteronomy 18:15).
And then it happened. “In these last days,” in this New Testament period of time in which
we live and after which comes only eternity, God “has spoken to us by his son” (Hebrews
1:2). Through the prophets and now through his son, God was speaking. The prophets spoke
for God; the Son spoke as God. That Son, come into the flesh to be the Redeemer, is the one
to whom the Old Testament pointed. Even more, he is the ultimate Word and the perfect
revelation of God. To reinforce this glorious thought the author or Hebrews describes Jesus
as “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being” (1:3). “Radiance”
is an inner brightness which shines out like the sun in the sky with its streaming light. All of
God’s attributes radiate forth in Jesus. To see Jesus is to see the God of glory just as to see
the light is to see the sun. Jesus is the “exact representation of his being.” An exact
representation is some exact impression made by a tool, like a coin stamped by-a die. So
Tesus exactly represents the Father. To know Jesus is to know God’s nature or glory. “God
in focus” we might call Jesus. The Savior expressed it much beiter when he said in John
14:9, *Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”

The point is clear. {n and through the incamate Christ man has the most compiete
revelation of God. And what a revelation it is — one of grace and mercy and love. No
wonder Paul wrote, “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in
Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20). But note carefully where we find the incarnate Word. Not only
is Christ Jesus, God’s Word in the flesh, the heart and fulfillment of Holy Scripture, but he
also is found only there — in the written word. .

The Inspired Word and the Incarnate Word

‘When Jesus, God’s incarnate Word, spoke, he spoke exactly what God spoke in the
written Word. The written Word spoke of Jesus and Jesus spoke in accord with the written
Word. Christ and Scripture speak as God to man and both say the same thing.

Let’s examine briefly how Christ used the Scrptures. Again and again he turned to
Holy Scripture, under differing circumstances, but always as the final auth;rity. Those who
count and tally tell us 10% of Christ’s daily conversation was words from Scripture. In
Nazareth near the beginning of his ministry, he read and expounded Isaiah 61:1.2 to the
people (Luke 4:16f), the only time the Bible records Jesus as actually readinv,the Old
Testament. Other times he quoted from memory or referred to something he or }Tis hearers
ha.d refid in it. His life, work, and speech were saturated with Holy Scri};ture, knowing it
using it, quoting it, so that many marveled, “How did this man get such learning witl?oué
having studied” (John 7:15). Interesting, isn’t it, that he who spoke with divine au?hority as
God’s eternal Word used and bowed to Holy Scripture without reservation. Interesting also

. what this fact has to say about our attitude toward the written Word. After Jesus® resurrection

it was still the written Word. On the way to Emmaus in that Bible class in which we wish we
cogld have participated, Jesus didn’t dazzle those two disciples with his risen person, but
pointed them patiently and convincingly to the Word, “Were not our hearts burning w7ithin
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”’ those gisciples
marveled after Jesus broke the bread at their table (Luke 24:32). A bit later, in that locked
room in Jerusalem with the others, it was still the Scriptares. “This is what I told you while I
was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written aboui me in the Law of MoAses
the Prophets, and the Psalms,” he reminded those cautiously rejoicing disciples. Then “hé
opened their minds so that they could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44.45). The
Incarnate Word used the Book for himself and for his disciples. He was not onl}’/ the great
message of that Book, but also its great teacher, ;

A‘lways when Christ used Scripture, it was with dynamic testimony to its inspiration and
authority.” The Scripture cannot be broken,” he testified (John 10:35), stating an indisputable
fgct. Words that come from God, every one of them, must be true. “Until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will be any means disappear
from the Law until everything is-accomplished,” he asserted (Matthew 5:18). Words that
come from God must be eternal, every one of them. For Jesus accounts, like the creation of
the first couple (Maithew 19:4,5), the murder of Abel (Luke 11:51), Noah and the flood
(Matthew 24:37), Sodom and Lot’s wife (Luke 17:29,32), the manna in the wilderness (John
6:31,51), the bronze serpent (John 3:14), Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (Luke 4:26)
J onah and Nineveh (Maithew 12:40,41) were not human myths, but histo;ical facts. Ah-nost’
it geems that Jesus deliberately authenticated many of the passages of Scripture under attack
today.

E§pecially did Jesus demonstrate how the Scriptures were written to testify of him.
Referring to the Old Testament in his sparring with hostile Jews, he said, “You diligently
stu@y the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the
Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39). They ‘testify about me,” he claimed. using a
strong word that originally came from the law courts and that implied truthfulness and
honesty. To those same Jews he also said, “If you believed Moses, you would believe me
for he wrote about me” (John 5:46). Easter eve, as we quoted earlier, in order to give the ke};
to the Bible to confused disciples, he said, “Everything must be fulfilled that is ;ritten about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44). The Old Testament, to
which those terms referred “were written about me,” he said. ’

T‘he Qld Testament centered in Jesus. So does the New Testameni. Luke wrote his
Gospel to set forth “all that Jesus began to do and to teach until he was taken up to heaven”
(Acts 1:1). Paul refused to know anything “except Jesus Christ and him crucified” when
working among the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 2:2).
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" Timothy learned from infancy in his mother’s house “the Holy Scrjptures which were
able to make him wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Tlmothy 3:15). And
John had one purpose in mind when he penned his gospel, “That you may be.heve that J-esus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John
20:31).

God’s written Word is Christocentric. At 1ts center is the Savior. All it contair{s
revolves arcund him. Though it covers other topics and conveys other blessings, though %t
speaks of sin and shame as well as of faith and faithfulness, yet in one way or a_nothe-r it
connects all with Christ, its center. Luther said it well, “God is concerned with the reveigtlon
and knowledge of his Son throughout the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments; it all

concerns his Son.”

Where else can mankind learn about God’s Son, its only Savior? The wriiten Word and
the Incarnate Word cannot be separated. Faith in Christ is also and always faith in. the Words
and promises of God. To believe in Christ is to believe in the Bible ar.xd to be!leve in the
Bible is to believe in Christ. The Incarmate Word teaches this when in his high ;‘mestl.y
prayer he asked his Father, “I pray also for those who will believe.ln me through their
message”’, referring to the Word spoken by those who would go out in his name (John 17:20).
With Peter, Chrisiians turn to the Christ of Scriptures confessing, “Lord to whom shall we
go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 61:68).

Critics have attacked this inseparable relationship between Christ, the Incarnate Word,
and Scripture, God's writien Word. The Word of God, they claim, is a person, not a book.

For them the written Word is God’s Word only when it speaks aboui Christ or at best when -

what it says has a direct bearing on Christ whom they describe as God’s real Word.. “Cur
faith must be in a person, not a book,” is their learned claim. Christian Dogmatics, 'the
primary textbook used in all seminaries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

contains such a statement. The author Carl Braaten writes, “It is finally for the sake of Christ °

alone that the church continues to regard the Bible as a book without equal in the history of
human literatare. For this reason the churches that claim the heritage of Luther and of the
Reformation still affirm the Bible as the Word of God. This is not meant in the
fundamentalistic sense that everything in the Bible stands directly as the Word of God ...
This evaluation of the Rible as the Word of God is asserted with greater awareness of the
historical problems involved in Biblical interpretation ... The role of the Bible ip constructive
theology is radically qualified today by historical consciousness. Luther believed that the
literal meaning of Scripture is identical with its historical content; things happ'ened exactly as
they were written down. Today it is impossible to assume the literal historicity of all things
recorded. What the biblical authors’ report is not accepted as literal transcript of the factual
course of events. Therefore, critical scholars inquire behind the texi and attempt to
reconstruct the real history that took place” (Volume 1:76,77).

What a far cry from what the Incarnate Word said. In John 17:17 he prayed to his
Father for his followers, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” With this prayer he
asked his Father to set his disciples apart in God’s truth, which is God’s Word. God’s Word
is God’s truth, the source of power, saving faith, holiness. Jesus also is the Word and God’s
truth. Yes, Jesus as God’s personal Word is distinguished from the Scriptures,. G_oc!’s
prophetic Word. But we dare never disassociate him from that writien Word for his is its

center and fulfillment. Only God’s Word as we have it reveals and puts us in touch with the

Savior. Use the sharp teeth of human reason on God’s Word and you’re sawing away at the
same time at the Savior it only can bring.

Others because of our insistence upon the Bible as God’s inspired Word accuse us of
Bibliotry, that is of worshiping the Bible. The Jews of Jesus® day were guilty of just that.
They were proud possessors of God’s Word, zealous defenders of its every letter, but failed
to recognize him of whom the Old Testament spoke and who was its very substance. When
the Incarnate Word stood among them, they held the Bible in cne hand while crucifying him
with the other hand. The warning is always in place-beware of believing that the Bible is true
without really believing the truth it presents. We worship not the written Word, but the
Incarnate Word it presents. The Scripture reveals our Savior and leads us to him and
therefore we hold it in high esteem. But Christ alone is our Savior and him alone we adore.

In summary, we quote from “The Statement on Scripture”, adopted by the WELS at its

" 1959 convention. “God reveals himself to man primarily through his incarnate Son, whom

he attests and presents to his Church through Scripture. The purpose of Scripture is to
proclaim Christ as the Savior of sinners (John 5:39, Acts 10:43). All Scripture is written
because of Christ and has a connection with the revelation of God in Christ, some passages
directly, some more remotely. Every word of Scripture is therefore an organic part of the
Scripture’s witness to Christ. And Scripture is the complete message of God to sinners. By it
man is freed from camal security and self-righteousness, is delivered from despair, and
regains by faith the lost image of God. (Gal. 3:26; cf. 4:31; James 1:18, 1 Peter 1:23; John
8:31,32.)

The All Sufficient Word

“Scripture is the complete message of God to sinners,” we have just heard. To put it
another way, Scripture is sufficient. That’s not to say that the inspired Word, like some
encyclopedia, strives to tell man everything he can ever know. The Creator gave the creature
a mind that can be used to learn about agriculture, architecture, astronomy, etc. Need we add
the thought that when the written Word does deal with such area, it is always right and we
subject our reason to what it has to say. Nor does the word “sufficient” imply that the Word
reveals all the thoughts and counsels of God. “Now I know in part,” Paul had to admit even
as he looked forward to heaven where he said, “I shall know fully, even as I am fully known”
(1 Corinthians 13:12).

However -- and mark this well -- Scripture does teach whatever we need to know to be
saved. Or to put it another way, Scripture is all sufficient to accomplish the purpose for
which God gave it. Isn’t that what Paul tells us in Romans 15:4, “Everything that was written
in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope.” Isn’t that what Paul told Timothy and us in 2 Timothy 3:15,
“From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”? With wonderful simplicity Jesus the Incarnate Word
emphasized the same important truth. In John 5:24 he told the hostile Jews, “Whoever hears
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life.” “To my Word,” Jesus was saying, to the Word which
reveals the Father’s saving will and already here and now brings the blessed crossing over
from death to life. Later Jesus made the same point to his questioning disciples, “The words I
have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). What more do we need for our
salvation? God’s Word with its message of salvation in Christ says it all. No wonder Christ
urges us to hold to his Word so that we may know the truth and be free (John 8:31,32). No
wonder he also commands us to avoid those who teach otherwise (Romans 16:17), even if it
were some angel from heaven preaching some other gospel (Galatians 1:6-9).
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Hebrews chapter one sounds a similar note of sufficiency. 'Verse'one tells us, “Go’d
spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways.” qu s
message through the Old Testament authors was partial and preparatory, pomtxpg ahead to
the fulfillment of his promise of salvation in Christ. Verse two continues, “But in these .Iast
days he has spoken to us by his Son.” God’s message to us in “these last days,” the time
period that Jesus ushered in and that ends in eternity, is full and final. What more need our
Father say than what he has said in Christ? Even the verb form the author u§ed in Heb.re\ys
for “has spoken” points to finality, conveying the thought that God’s revelation in Christ is
not some continuous process, but one completed. Christ is the completed revelation of God.
In him God has spokén to us fully about his love and life, his pardon and peace. In Christ we
have God’s final word to the world. And that final word is deposited only in Holy Scripture.

Moreover, Scripture has the power to work acceptance of salvation in the human heart.
The gospel is “the power of God for the salvation of everyone who beli_evgs” (Rognans 1:16).
The Scriptures “are able to make you wise unto salvation through faith in Chngt Jesus ,,(2
Timothy 3:15). “The word of God ... is at work in you who believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13).
“Through the living and enduring Word” we are born again (1 Peter 1:23). “Through the
word of truth” our loving God chose to give us birth (James 1:18). These and other
references remind us how God has packed in his Word not only his message of salvation, but
also his awesome power to split open huiman hearts to believe the message. What a sufﬁciept
Word we have - one which not only conveys Christ, but also creates and continues faith in
him as our only Savior. God’s Word with its message of salvation in Christ has it all.

Pointing to Scripture’s purpose to prove its sufficiency, as we have just done, is not
merely human argument. He who gave us Scripture used the same approach. To Manhg wh‘o
questioned her sister’s sitting at Jesus’ feet, Jesus gave the reminder, “Onl)./ one thing is
needed” (Luke 10:42). To the Jews who questioned him, Jesus responded, “dlhgentl)f stu;ly
the Scriptures, they testify of me” (John 5:39). To the Jews who believed him, he replied, “If
you hold to my teachings, you are really my disciples.. Then you will know the truth apd the
truth will set you free” (John 8:31,32). Through his Old Testament servant Moses he issued
the strong warning, “do not add tc what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep
the commands of the Lord your God that 1 gave you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). Through his New
Testament servant John he stated it even more strictly, “T wamn everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the
plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of proph.ecy,
God will take from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described
in this book™ (Revelation 22:18,19). Those who argue that such prohibitions apply to us and
not to God, we reply, “Of course. God is not bound by his own decrees, but we are. God can
add to these books when he pleases, but we dare not.” Nor should we expect the divine
Author to do so either. He has given us his Word for the express purpose of making us wise
unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. What more need he tell us? Anything new
would have to agree with what he has already said in his Word. He who builds his church on
the “foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone” binds us to the same sufficient word (Ephesians 2:20).

Already in Paul’s day it began, just a handful of years after the Master Teacher’s
ascension. The apostle felt constrained to warn Timothy, “The time will come when men
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead to suit their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will tumn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths” (2 Timothy 4:3,4).
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How necessary is Paul’s wamning is today. We need not look far to find those who want
to mortar additional bricks into the foundation of the apostles and prophets or who want to
smash brick out of that foundation. Around us are those who say the church must determine
what is truth or your heart and head must help you find the truth. “Schwaermer” Luther
called all those who for