D) An Insight into the Qualities of Love Displayed in an

Exegetical Study of 1 Corinthians 13.46

.10VE is obviously the central theme of I Corinthians 13.
An exegetical studyvof this chapter reveals bééutifully the qualities
ofthe love which the Lord'SO'clearly demonstrates in his Holy Word.
The cohtext of éhapter 13 inVI Corinthians as well as the
immediate céntext in I Co:inthians 12:27fF indicétes that Paul is
here concerned with God'é kind of love directed by his foliowers
' toward théir felio%men here in fime. As he speaks concerning the
worfhlessﬁesé of eﬁerythinngithout love (v.l-S),_concefning the-
- characterisfics‘of love (v.4-7) and concerning the enduring quality
of love (v.8-13), let us again be reminded that God’s special kind
Ofayuvn -love - is that perfect love whiéh is only present when the

Holy Spirit is creating and strengthening faith.

46Exegetical comments concerning various words in I Corinthians 13
are based primarily upon the personal research of the author of
this study in the light of @Gingrich’s Greek-English Lexicon ,

S1
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1) Love’s Supreme Value: verses one through three

Verses one thfough three are hound together in content and
" purpose by a seriee,of five oonditional clauses each beginning with
.vthe form Eé\) with a»subjunotive. The purpose of these verses is to
'vshow*by'means’ofwtarious highly treasured gifts of the Spirit the
' importance of the attitude of the heart when these gifts are used.
No. matter how great the spiritual gift might seem to be, it is worth-
Jess in that it serves no spiritually uplifting purpose if the SplIlt-
produced gift of love is not mot;vatlng'its use toward others. Love
is revealed ae supfeme ahd shows that supremacy notvonly in-what it is
and does itseif, but also in its relation to othet oifts. To quote
I Corinthians 13:1.3, without love, T havevbecome a resounding gong
or olashing cjmbal” (v.i),,”I am nothing” (v.2) and finally, ”it pro-
fits me nothing” (v.3). Without Christian love proceeding from a heart
filled with faith in Christ as one’s Savior both motivating and direct--
ing the use of even the greatest of spiritual gifts, the gift, as well
. as the possessor of the gift has no value before the Lord!

A‘transiation rendered in the light of the exegesis of the
text is as follows: |

v.l: IF ( Eé\) +subjunctive followed by pres..ind. or its equiva-
| lent; present general conditional sentence) I SPEAK (1 person,.

: /
sing; pres. subj. active of Aaiew ) WITH THE LANGUAGES
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(dative,pl.;”tongues”-Acts 2) OF MEN AND OF ANGELS, BUT

HAVE NOT IOVE (acc.,sing. of Gyémn ), I HAVE BECOME (1 per.,

/ : 4
sing.,perfect,indicative of yivouat ) A RESOUNDING (nom.

sing..,pres.participle of %xe/m ; to ring) GONG (nom.;
copper, bronze) OR CLASHING (nom.,sing.,pres.part. of&?\oc?»éi;u)f
CYMBAL (nom.).

AND IF I HAVE (”the gift of”; supplied from context)

PROPHECY (Acc.,sing.) AND I KNOW (2 perf. subjunctive of

”~

Qi‘é‘_a ). ALL MYSTERIES (Bcc.,pl.) AND ALL KNOWLEDGE (Acc.

sing.;"high degree 'of understanding”).AND IF I HAVE ALL

FAITH S0 AS TO MOVE (pres. infinitive, act. of H1ed 1/6Tn33 1)

MOUNTAINS (Acc.pl.),BUT HAVE NOT IOVE, I AM NOTHING.

VAND IF GIVE AWAY PIECE BY PIECE (1 pérs.,sing.v,, I aorist,

. subjunctive of yup{ow ) ALL MY POSSESSTONS AND IF I GIVE

/
(1 pers.,sing, 2 aorist subjunctive of mapadiSwutl ) MY

BODY _THAT I MAY BE CONSUMED IN THE FLAMES (1 per.,sing.,fut.

. ind., passive of KOH./LU )47 BUT LOVE IHAVE NOT, I

: : 5 /7
PROFIT NOTHING. (1 pers.sing.pres.ind.,pass. of Gper Ew,

7to benefit”).

Textual variants list two possible readings in verse three, Kauen/cwuon
(burn) or muxﬁ_gwm . The reading cited in this translation is
the preferred reading of the NIV (footnotes “that I may boast”); the
KJIV; Good News; NASB (footnotes, ”boast”); the New English Bible
(footnotes: "glory by self.sacrifice”). See explanation in “Commen-
tary: verse three.”
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a) Verse One: The Corinthian Christians were deeply impressed by
the ability of some in their midst to communicate

in. tongues. Paul, therefore, begins with that gift as he speaks con-
cerning lové. The "tongues of men” of which Paul speaks are the other
languéges or dialects which were formerly unlearned, but which suddenly
became a means of communication for the speaker.. The events of Peﬁte-
cost in. Acts chapter two bear witness to that understanding of the
“#tongues of men” as doés also Paul’s discussion'concerning—thisbsubject.
in I Corinthians ghaptersle and 14. quever,.Paui expands the dis-
cussion to include sqmething-which perhaps the Corinthians héd never
experiencéd.

Paul,épéaks concerning the "tdngues.oanngels.” When angels
speak to meﬁ in Scriptufe, they most frequently usé ordinary human
'formé of communication. However, Scripture does speak of “unutterable
sounds”;proclaimed in the glory of God’s heaven. II Corinthians 12:4
speaks of thé hearing of "unspeakable words, which it is not lawful
for a man ﬁd'utter."y It is iﬁpoSsible on the basis of the Greek to
state conclusively whethér Paul is deécribing words that are inexpress-
ible due to divine command not to repeat what he heard, or inexpressible
because it is impossible to understaﬁd_or to communicate in human words
the glories of heaven which he was permitted to see and hear. In
Revelation, John has‘no difficulty understanding the words by means of
which the-éngels communicated with him (ch. 17:1; etc.) although the

meaning of the words, the subject matter, was frequently
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above man’s ability to comprehend unless it was revealed (7:14; etc.).
However, Paul’s immediate purpose here in 1 Corinthians 13 is not to
enlighten us concerning "tongues” and their use, but merely to draw a
firm conclu51on concerning the attitude of the heart which uses these
gifts. If the gift is not mixed with love, the gift is useless as far
as God’s purpose for bestow1ng it is concerned. Or as Paul says ift,
"I‘have beoome a resounding gong48 or a c¢langing cymbal.” >H>Q§v in-
dlcates a "resoundlng penetratlng sound ” &AakuCO\) is a "clanglng
nolse,” the word belng derlved from a verb denotlng a battle cry and

. more generally any loud cry of joy or. paln. Just as the shrill blasts
of a horn, or the harsh, cracking sounds of a cymbal unharnessed.by a
musical score produce anything but beautlful music, so even the greata
est:of spirltual glfts are worthless if they are not used in love to

‘ accompllsh God’s exalted purpose; that is, the ultimate salvation of
man’s soul .. It is 1nterest1ng to note as a passing thought from my
experience that although the meaningless "noise portrayed in ‘this

verse might be worthless before God, the outward "noise” surely attracts

the attention of many in our world.

48"Gong”‘or (v.2) ”Brass”™ - Brass suggests the metal, copper,and then
any object made from it, such as a gong, possibly a trumpet.
Historians make reference to the term "brass” as incorrect for an
object coming down from antiquity. "Brass¥signifies in modern
terminology an alloy of copper and zinc which was used rarely.
"Bronze,” an alloy of copper and tin, was more widely used and is
suggested therefore, by some as a better translation.
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b) Verse Two: Paul continues his discussion concerning the heart

from.which»the gift proceeds. If (let’s assume) one
has the gift of prophecy and with that gift came also wisdom con-
cerning ALL mysteries and ALL knowledge and also the faith whiech could
move m§untains and YET not IOVE as the motivation for the use-éf the
gift, then Paul proclaims, "I am nothing!”

Again Paul strives for thé‘superlative (ﬁhich mere mortalé
could never'achieve) as he gpeaks coﬁcerning vet another gift which
canf;éfﬁe to edify thé chﬁrch. .Hevspeéks of é»kind of prophecj wﬁich
in addition to faithfully communicating what it is told, aléo possess-
es ALL the answers; a.prophesying,which knows (éﬁéa“’ all the wonQ
‘dICusfm§étéries and knowiedge whiéh-God alone_ppssessesain his ultimate
omniscience. Yet uhieSS'éQen the greatest wisdom procéeds from a heart
filled WithlGOdiS‘kihd-Qf iove, iﬁ's'all in vain!

Préphecy-@rpo¢rvrefﬁ; spoken of also in 12:10,28) fefers to
‘the genéral'great commission of proclaiming God'sAWbrd to 6thers.- It cor.
>'réspondé with the 0ld Testament words used to descfibe'theAwork of the

N‘}; ., & prophet or speaker;who announces for God, of the ?ﬁﬁ and
nfn_ , & seer who éaw frequently by means of visions that which the
"Lord desired to convey to His people. Here, however, he describes a
prophet who possesses the greatest degree of knowledge, one like unfo
noﬁe ofher than Christ himself who understood é_L_E knowledge (y\)ﬁ?ms)
and ALL mysteries Qiug¢rﬁ;1a ). God speaks of the great wonders of God,
Ris "mysteries,” which are revealed to the mind of man in part only

by God’s Word. The Bible speaks of the "mysteries” of the"kingdom of
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heaven® (Matthew 13:11) and "of the kingdom of God” (Luke 8:10).

When speaking concerning the Gospel message, also called a mystery

in Ephesians 6:19, Paul writes, "We speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory” (I Corinthians 2:7). When speaking of the events of
the end times, Paul begins by saying ”Behold, I show you a mystery...”
(I»Corinthians 15:51). If one knew those kinds of thinge with God-
11ke omniscience and had not God's klnd of love, it would all be vain.
Here we flnd also God's verdlct concernlng the value of learnlng,
vphilosophy, science and the great achievments ofvman when they proceed
from a.heatt void of God’s kind of love. Concerning the kind of

faith ﬁhich can "transfer mountains” from.one location:: to another,
Paul'also speaks. JesuS'speaks of a similar manifestation of faith
when He declared ”Verlly I say unto you, If ye have faith.and doubt
not .ye. shall not on_y do th1s which is done to the flg tree, but al-
so if ye shall say ‘unto this mountain, Be thou removed and be thou ‘
cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ve
shall ask: in orayer,,believing, ye-ehall receive”'(Matthew 21:21.22;
see also Matthew 17:20). In addition to. the many things which could
be said on these passages in Metthew concerning an unwavering per-
sistent faith which trnsts in the omnipotence of God in keeping with
his command and promise, the Lotd does impress upon us the greatness
of the.workings which he is able to ‘accomplish through his people here
in time. The wonders of God through Moses at the Red Sea, through
-Joshua at Jericho, through the disciples in the book of Acts are but

a few examples of God’s power in keeping with his ability to move
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mountains through his people if it be his will. But if that power is
not harnessed by God’s kind of love for God and for our fellowmen,

the works profit nothing before God. And if a work does not glorify
the Lord, it serves his enemy, the Devil, who by lying wonders éan to

a limited degree copy God’s great works (Exodus 7:11;8:7,8:18);

a) Verse.th;ee: .To these gifts and abilities, Paul now adds éxamples
’ of Vﬁiuntary deeds of aﬁpareﬁf unéelfishness and éelf-
sacrifice. 1Again he begins with Eév..'if I should dole out piece by
.piece whafever.I’posseSS until-nothing is left (wuﬁx{dm '; litera11y(
"to feed by p1a01ng morselsof food into the mouth 7 or in general 1o
lelde," "parcel out”), but 1t doesn’t proceed from a heart motivated
. by love, my saquflce proflts nothlng. On this p01nt.Luther writes:
-"To gi#e-is indeed a- fruit of love though not yet love 1tself. Love is
a épiritual gift which moves the heart and not only the hands. Love is
the:name, not for whét:the hand does, but for what the heart feels!”
Paul thenvprdceédé to the very extreme, the giving of one’s
own life.. Hé'is speaking of the kind of Géd—pleasing self-sacrifice
Wthh is ev1dent in the case of Danlel (Daniel 6), or Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego who willingly walked into the fiery furnace as they remained
faithful to the Lord and his will (Daniel 3). He obviously is not
'speaklng of the life-threatenlng stunts of careless people who are d01ng

something far different from following the Lord as he leads them “through

the valley of the shadow of death.” If the God-pleasing "love” for the
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Lord and his will isn’t the reason for "putting one’s life on the iine,"
then the sacrifice attempted or completed is worthless before God and
should be.acclaimedvas nething less than insane foolishness also before
men.,
Textual va?iants offer two possibilities for the reading of the

Greek in cennection.with this sebjectt The readings suggested are either,
V”If I deliverrmy bedy everrinrorder that I may be<burneA” ( Ka{%, mto
be bu;;edﬁ),ior,‘"If Iedeliver my body over in order that I may glory”

( Kauxéoxuxb ”to glory”). A number of ancient manuscripts (&, B, Aleph,
P 46).record.the latter reading. The'United Bible Society’s Greek:N.T.
useS'tﬁat’reading,ﬁuf offers it qnly-a "C"” rating when noting veriants.
The.ofher option, 7in ordereto be burned,” is noted in the footnotes.
Elfher choice" coqu be defended From the textual ev1dence, as well as
the context of the chapter, the former stre531ng the means by which the
body is dellvered over to make the sacrifice, while the 1atter stresses
.what would be fhe worthless motivation for such a saerifice.
That the motivation in either case is worthless before God because it
isn’t motivated by God's‘kind-of love is evidenf when Peul offers his
inspiredeevaluation, #vet without love, I profit nothing!”

One other minor textual note might be mentioned in passing. The
various manuscripts are divided about equally on the reading Kocuen/_ coHal
or Kuueﬁégguxx. Grammarians note that both forms are future indicative
© with the "ot in either its short or long form used inferchangeably by

the Greeks on numercus occasions.
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d) Summary thoughts on verses one through three:

While.man’s fallible vision can easily be eeceived by the lying
wonders of Satan, God’s perfect vision can not be deceived! - God tells
us that the true greatness of man’s accomplishments depends upon tﬁe
spirit or motivation in which they aie performed. They have no in-
tr1ns1c value in themselves. It isllove, which sroceeds from a heart
fllled w1th faith in Christ as one’s Savior, that makes them truly
acceptable and valuable. Men may admire, honor, elevate and acclaim
them, but if the inner essentlal of Chrlstlan love is missing, the
vwhole project'is Ffilthy rags” before Bod. This 1s»yet another of
the Lord's applications of hlS great. truth: “Man looketh on the out-

- ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart!” (I Samuel 16: 7)

e) Introduction to verses four through seven!

“Paul by inspiration has stressed the supreme value of .love as the
God-pleasing motivation fer whatever man’s undertakings might be.
Having made the importance of love clearly evident, Paul now turns his
" attention to the characteristics of God’s kind of Christian love as
he speaks‘to us concerning living our lqve toward God and especially

in the context of I Corinthians, toward one another.
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2) The Qualities of Love: Ve_rse‘éifour through seven

The Greek text is translated as follows:

v.d:

v.B2-

V.74

IOVE IS PATIBNT {pakpoBun a/w ; 3 person, sihg, present

Vind. ); LOVE IS XKIND &op ri‘c't Edoim v 3 person, sing., pres.

'1nd., gentl’e") NOT’ENVIOUS (-cn'}\o?; "jealous") NOT
~_BRAGGING (ﬂep-nep auopou., 3 per. sing., pres. ind. ), NOT

_ BECOMING CONCEITED (bucn o/w H 3- per. sing., pres. ind. pass.;

to- become" "puffed up")

IT IS NOT CRUDE (om)(nuoveu: 1llvmannered), IT IS NOT SELFISH

'( cn_rr'e,m, 3 pers., sing., pres. ind. act.; "not seeking after

"~ only its own good”), IT IS NOT IRRITABLE (wocpoE{)'\)w_-;_ ISVper.,_

sing., pres., pass.; "not provoked to anger”, root word is
ds, ¢ P P

3Zuvw, Tto sharpen”), LT DOES NOT KEEP A RECORD OF WRONG

_(Xoy{zouon., 3 per., pres.. ind. act.: "to count” or “impute”).

IT DOES NOT REJOICE IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS (or "sin”; verb: Xonpm

8 per. sing., pres., ind.), BUT IT' REJOICES WITH THE

, . /
TRUTH (ouyxo {puﬁ per., sing., pres. ind.; root:ixaipuw + 0\'3\)
With-o’x{v taking the dative to denote association).

ALL THINGS IT ENDURES PATIENTLY (gtdyw; 3 person sing.,.

- pres. ind.; "to cover (up),excuse,”I Cor.9:12;13:7), ALL

. / . \
IT BELIEVES (WMiotevw; 3 per. sing., pres. ind.), ALL
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THINGS IT HOPES @Arn{gw ; 8 per., sing., pres., ind.

act.), ALL THINGS. IT STANDS ITS GROUND (J‘m»,Pe’vm; 3 per.
sing., pres. ihd,; "to persevere, endure, remain under.”)
_Versesrone thfough three offered a comparison between the gifts

which the Corinthian Christians highly treasured and the gift of love.
It revealed that the greateét gifts evident on earth or in heaven are
meaningless if they proceed from a heart where love is absent.
v Upon that foun@ation,bpaul'now sets forth to describe the
qual;ties or cha:acteriéticé of God’s kind of. love. Persénifying
"love,lhe>télis us»ﬁhat love should and Should not be doing when put
- into pfactice.in the everyday livés of God’s peopie."As.Paul de-
scribes the.ﬁerfect:kind Qf love.which our Lord would see in us, we
A have theroppoitﬁnity to compare God’s kind of perfect loye with the
love which we express in oufkdaily living toward one another., That
ideal love is describea in the following terms:

a) Verses four through seven

1) Love suffers longr: Paul begins with the word 11&Kp061”15b, o
_word used toidescribe God’s patience with us. DPeter writes:
7The lord is not slack concérning his promise, as some men
couh£ slackness; but longsuffering (patient with us;qupoe\”JJm)
.toward us, not willing that any should perish, but that all
_ should come to repentance”‘(II Peter 3:9; see also Luke 18:7).

in épite of man’s continued rebellion against BGod, God is

patient. God desires to see that kind of patience reflected
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in the kindness of his people toward one another. Although
~our natural tendency is resentment, anger, bitter words and

actions, love "suffers lomng”; it remains calm no matter how
'.iong the offenée persists. .It should be noted that there is
a distiﬁct difference between the unrighteous anger of a sinw

ful heart and the righteous anger of the Lord who cleansed
his temple in a forceful manner (Matthew 21:12ff.); Our sin=-
'1éss Savior clearly demonstratéd his concern for those dis-

iégdrdiﬁg fhe will of Rhis heavenly Fathér;'as well as his
:cdncern fof those faithful whose worship was being denied its
 ~_§ropef épporfunity ihvGQd'é house..

2)-__Love_is kind : Love reacts in ”goodness” toward those who

miétfeét'it;rXpmurreggual déscribes a loving helpfulheSS'and
f.conée:n;which reaches dut‘to ail.,A cognaté form is used in-
 Titus 3:4 when describing the "kindness (xp notdtns ) and love
'.aof'Godfbur'Savior toward man.” And-again:by Peter, who tells
us that we héve experienced that ”"the Lo:d is gracioﬁs”‘
_(ﬁxpnctdg; I Pefer 9:3)., It is a word which typifies Christ’s
ehtire public ministry and.should also be expressed in our con-
cern for those around us.
Continuing theAdescfiption, Paul now éttacks the subject from
the negative pointvof view as he speaks concerning the evidence of

lovelessness in thoughts, words and deeds.
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: . . £ / ‘
Love is not envious : rnXow 1is from Zew, "to desire

earnestly”. It is used in Scripture to describe‘a Chrisfian.as
well as an unchristian.emotion. The use of the word in a good
sense is séen in I Corinthians 12?31, "Covet earnestly(ZnAoUte;
eagerly desizfgthe,best gifts; and now I will show you the

most excellent way!” The negative emo;ion is seen in the

verse under consideration.  We are not to be jealous of an-

) cher’s'blessings. Love never distracts from the praise of-

another ‘in order to make one’s self appear greater. It is

rather satisfied with its own portion, content with its own

. lot in life,fwhile-rejdicing,in thevprdsperity of others. Like

' Paul". we should be "jealous (ZnAW)...with a godly jealously

(. gnkm )” (II Corinthians 11: 2), or uslng other words, "do

‘nothlng out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in huw

-mdlty consider others better than yourselves. Each of you
should look not only %o your own interests, but also to the

interests of others!” (Philippians 2:3-4).

Lové does-not b:gg : Love never becomes-a‘nghﬂepos,, a
braggard,.a ”windbag;” Behind a boastful, conceited spirit
lives an overéétimation of one’s own importance, abilities and
“accomplishments. Concerning this kind of sin, Scripture re-
minds us that "he fhat exalteth himself shall be abased...”
(Matt. 23:12ff.; Luke.14:11;18:14). Humility and modesty are

the marks of the Christian who resists the parading of his
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real or imagined virtuein a pharisaical manner (Matt.6:1.5).

Christ-like humility is the mark of the Chrisfian (Phil.2:5-8).

Love is not conceited : The word ¢uc152)has.been translated

with words such as ”inflated,” "hoastful” and "puffed up,”
Tt is a word which Paul uses to speak to the heart of one of

the problems in Corinth using the word six times in I Corin-

‘thians (here; 4:6,18,19; 5:2, 8:1), but only once elsewhere

(Col. 9:18). I Corinthians 4:6 puts the concept ofbthe word in
clearer perspective by offering an exémple to demonstrate it.

There Paul warns against becoming "puffed up” in a way which

. favors one particular preacher over against another. Being

mouffed up” goes beyond rejoicing in a God-pleasing manner for

) thevPastor one has been given to the godless point of favoring

one over‘against another. - Bpplying the concept in the verse
before us, one might‘cite~Romans'12:3, "Do not think of your-

self more highly than you ought, but rather think of your-

self with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of

faith God has given you.”

Verse five:

6)

Love is not crude : Disgraceful, dishonorable, indecent, or

#ynseemly” (KJV) fit the kind of unbecoming behavior lacking
in thoughtfulness and consideration which the Greek here pic-
tures. To act &oxn;pove/w is to be contrary to the OX?””I

the acceptable form and fashion expected in this context of a
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child of God. The term is very general in its usage covering
any kind of behavior with which it is improper for a Chris-
tan fo be involved, as the example in I Corinthians 7:36 dem-
onstrates ﬁhen speaking concerning the conduct of the un-
married toward each other. “Crude” renders adequately the
concept of the Greek in thét it brings to mind wﬁat our bea

' havior'WQuld bevif God’s purifying Spirit would not be wofking
,_his;wonders.ﬁithin us.

. Love is not selfish : The Greek pictures a “self.seeking”

spirit which is concerned above all with MY pleasure, MY
'.profiti‘ﬁzvhonor, ME-AND-MINE.in.spite’ofleveryoneland‘EVery;
'thing'else. "To this sinful attitude, the Ten Commandments

Jspeak;with.cIarity_and_direcfness.

'.,Love”is:not irritable : Love is not touchy, nét réady to

1rtake offense,,bﬁt rather ready to think the bést of others
pufting'the best construction on everything.?ﬁxpogévu) in the
.passive'”to be‘irritated," ”étirred up,” or to be ;provoked"

is from the verb %gévw meaning “to sharpen,” The word igs also
used. to express the concerns bf‘Paul when it tells us that Paul’s
"spirit was stirred (ﬁup@&&vgro; "greatly distressed,”

NIV, Acts 17:18) in him, when he saw the city full of ido1s."
The verse in Corinthians instructs us not to be constantly

varying or fluctuating in our temperament, except for a

reason such as presented in Acts 17:16 when God would desire
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us to be ”greatly distressed.” Even then we are to express

it in God-pleasing words and actions. Titus 1:7 catches the
spii'it of Tr'upoEU/\)Lu with the word Spy{?\'os which can be
translated "not soon angry” (KJV) or not "quick-tempered”
(NIV). Being "not irritable” s demonstrated by the Chris%
tian who "blesses them which persecute you” (Romans 12:14) and
yet anpther,."avenging ﬁot youxself, but rather giving place
unfo wrath” (Romans‘12:19). God expécts us to react always

in a_God-pleasing, predictabie; lévingrmanﬁef and notiin a

way that makes others fearfully uneasy around:us because we

might easily be moved to "explode.” Again it is well to

note that there is a distinct difference between the un-

Arighteoﬁs ;ngér:of aﬂsinful.heart"ahd the righteous angeréof
the Lordbwhé.cleénsed hisvtemplé in a forceful manner.(Maithew
21}12ff;). .Our sinless Savior clearly demonstrated his concern
for those disregarding the will.of his heavenly Father, as
well as his concern for those faithful whose worship was

‘being denied its proper opportunity in God’s house.

love does not keep a record of wrong : Love keeps no mental
reéord of wrong suffered which will only be balanced with "a-
pound~of-flesh” gained in revenge. Love knows no grudges and
never plans to hurt anyone. Koo hére refers to any evil
actriﬁflicted upon us by another. ﬁé{y:{u (verse 6) is a

word quite similar to rawdswhich reminds us that all evil
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acts are by their very nature contrary to @od’s standard of

/ /
‘what is just and righteous, God’s &§1ikn, QDoylZouailis also-

the word used in Scripture to describe God's pardoning act in not

imputing or reckoning to us our sin (Romans. 4:8; II Corinthians

'5:19), but rather imputing or charging to us righteousness for

Christ’s sake (Romans 4:6,8,9,10,11).

Verse six:

10)

1)

. ' . - > /7
. Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness : The €71 with the

dative directs attention toward the object of the "not re-

joicing*;"" love fails to i‘ejoi'cé in anything that is contrary

to the perfect standard which God has established in connection
with hls righteousness and his justice.

.Love ,rejoices with the truth : The truth is the opposite of

the uni‘ightéousness as Romans 2:8 indicates when it tells us
that “they t1.1at- disobej the truth (3?\ n’eeiu) obéy unrighteous-
ness (aS»I‘KllOL );’ .(»‘See also II Thess._b 2:10-12). God’s truth
is that .which Go.dv. has-seen fit to ‘reveal to us in his Holy
Word, whi_ch ‘finds its foundation in him who is the Truth, Jesus

Christ (John 8:56; John 14:6). Love shares truth’s joy!

Following several negatives, Paul now concludes his description of

love in veré_e seven with four powerful positive statements each be-

ginning with the woxd 'TTC(./\)TOt for added emphasis.
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Verse seven:

12)

ALL things {love) bears : oréQu3originally conveyed the

meaning ”to cover” or "to ward off” from which is derived
here and. in I Corinthians 9:12 the meaning ”"to endure” or
"to suffer” (KJV). Love does not give up; it endures! It
bears fhe burden of suffering that is part of the Christian’s

experience in a sinesick world. Scripture’s picture of

Christ, the uncomplaining Lamb of God, sets before our eyes

the ultimate example of ”“bearing up” under a load of suffering.
The. Christian is to emulate that example-as he remembers the
Lord’s promise that ”all things work together for good to

them that love God, to them that are called according to His

"purpose”'(Romans 8:28) and that 7God is faithful, who will

13)

'nbt_allow you tb be tempted above that ye:are able; but will

with.the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (I Corinthians 10:13). Love doesn’t com-
plain; it just keeps on bearing!

BLL things. (love) believes :  Love expresses confidence in

others. It refuses to yield to mere suspicions of doubt or

" mistrust toward others on the basis of unproven evidence.

Rather it strives with God’s help to put the very best con-

struction on everything ih keeping with the intent of the eighth

commandment. It’s always eager to believe the'beét. It will-

ingly and gladly gives .the benefit of the doubt.
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BLL things (love) hopes-:ggﬂpfiw directs our attention to

the future, anticipated with joyful optimism in spite of our
world’s imperfections due to sin. It refuses to yield to
pessimism, doubt and despair even when failure seems at hand
or when passing througﬂ days lived in the shadows of the valley
of death. vaiously the Lord is describing a loving trust or
faith in God and toward one another lived in the light of

God’s promises that he will never leave us or forsake us
(Romans‘8:28; I Corinthiaﬁs 10:13; a believing and hoping

7auf Gott gerichtet undiin ihm Begrﬁndet"). Although mortals

- may disappoint our "believing and.hoping,"’God will never be

a- disappointment to us!

ALLvthingé, (lové) endureé‘:ﬁwoiigﬁyl ) déscribés a brave
pefsevérancé-ofrsteadfastness. It piétures-not a resigned,
passive, "who-cares, ﬁe'll-lose-anyway” attitude, but rather
an aétive, positive, ”keep-on-fighting” gpirit in spite of the

disheartening>situation in which one might be found. The

'Scriptures'speak of this endurance most beautifully in Hebrews

12:1-2; "Seceing we.also are surrounded with so great a cloud

of witness, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which

doth so easily beset us and let us run with patience (en-

'durance:,ﬁﬁoyuyv?S) the race that is set before us, looking

unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the

< /
joy that was set before him endured (umepeiveV the cross,
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despising the shame and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God”. As Christ endured.for us, so should we endure
in our Christian love toward God and one another!

Or as the New English Bible translates these last words: “There is

nothing love cannot face; there.is no limit to its faith, its hope
andqitS'endurance.f
b) -Summary-thoughts on'verses four through seven:

Two, 1mportant thoughts should be remembered as we hear this
_descrlptlon of ChIlStlan love. 'We should not fail to remember that
thls-krnd of love does not heve its source in the'heart of man by
_neture. Man’s heart is enmlty ‘against God whlch destroys by nature

.any hope of man loving God or “his fellow man as God Would have us

-~ love. The klnd of love descrlbed is totally forelgn to our hearts oy

'nature and is only present in us thls day as his: people through the -
worklng of the Holy SplIlt‘WhO has brought us to falth in Jesus as |
our Savior.,

Secondly, we should:note thehcontext,of Scripture when it
tells uS'thatbtrue_love.suffers; believes, hopes and endures ALL
things. Scripture also*emphasizes that love is not blind to that
Whioh-is sin. ItvisAable to distinguish.between that which is evil
and that which is good»(Romans 12:9). Christian love does not grant
to us the liberty of approving, condonihg, or ignoring that which is
vevil But even then we are-to speak and act ih'love toward those who
have sinned rememberlng the guldelines which the Lord has set before

us in his Word
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3)‘, The Enduring Qﬁality of Love: verses eight through thirteen

These concluding verses do not add anyth:.ng to the description |

of love noted in the preceeding verses. They merely empha51ze the

enduring quality of love.

-

follows: -

'-v'.-8:

The translation of the verses under consideration, is as

- IOVE NEVER.OOMES TO AN END (w r{r'cw i "to fall” hence,

. "to become 1nva11d" - Lo fall"' 3 per. sing., pres. ind.);

BUT IF IF (51mple suppos1tlon 1ntroduced. by sx+ pres. or past

" indic. in the protasis) (”"YOU ARE SPEAKING OF”, (supplied

. for thought) PROPH'ECIES THEY SHALL BE DONE AWAY ( Karapygm,

"to cease” or "pass away ;7 3 per., pl., fut. ind. pass.);

_ AND IF TONGUES, THEY SHALLCEASE modw ; 3 per., pl.,

v.10:

fut. ind. mid.); AND IF KNOWLEDGE, IT SHALL BE DONE AWAY

(Kqquyg/gj'; 3 per., sing., fut, ind. passive).

FOR IN PART, WE XNOW (‘{‘L\)U{O‘Kw ; 1 per., pl., pres. act.

. /
ind.), AND IN PART, PROPHESY (npodpntevw ; lst per. pl., pres.

act. ind.).

BUT .WHEN THAT WHICH IS PERFECT ( TE/)\E'l o8 o , ov; "having

attained the end or purpose”, ”complete”, “perfect”) SHALL
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s
COME (gpxo*pon ; 3 per., sing., 2 aorist subj.), THE IN

PART SHALL BE DONE AWAY (same as verse 8§; K’OLTDLD'YE/{.M 3 per.,

sing. fut. ind., passive).
WHEN I WAS (E_\l]ll/,' 1 per., sing., imperf.) A CHILD,
I SPOKE (Aarfw i 1 per., s., imperf., act.) AS ACHILD,

I THOUGHT (3povdw ; 1 per., sing., imperf.) AS ACHILD,

* I REASONED . (note verse 5; 7to impute”; from Aoy 1/;011@1; 1

. per., s., imperf.) .AS A CHTLD . WHEN I BECAME (Yl/\)ouon;'

1 per., sing., 2 perf. ind.) A MAN, I PUT AWAY THE THINGS

‘ OE' A CHILD (K'og'rocp‘yg/oj lbpe‘f., sing., perf., act. ind.).

Cve1l2:

NOW_WE SEE IN (5‘{0‘ + 9én.of means, "by means of”; See I

" Peter 1:7) A MIRROR (Eécﬁpo\,, oy od; James 1:23) WITH-

, ,'OUTTCLARITY"(d%‘le‘pOL s OTOS s ?TO/»; literally, "é. riddle”

‘or "enigma”, then an "indistinct image,” "Obscureness”).

" BUT THEN FACE TO FACE. NOW I KNOW (sz{om , pres., ind.

v.1l3:

act., 1 per., s.) IN PART, BUT THEN T SHALL FULLY (-ETH/ wilensifies

*flVﬂ/’CTKﬂ verb) »KNO’W ( E'ﬂ‘l"{‘qu{O‘Kw 1 per., sing.,

fut. ind. middle.) AS I AM FULLY &r{ intensifies verb)

KNOWN (§1r1y1vm/m<m,. 1 per., sing., I aorist, ind. pass.)

S0, THE'.N, THERE REMAINS FAITH, HOPE, LOVE: THESE THREE, BUT

THF, GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE!” (nfvw; 8 per., sing., pres.

ind.).
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a) Verse Eight:

Love posseses an enduring quality. It will outlive and
' therefore. also outrank in greatness all the other gifts and quali-
ties which the Corinthian Christians proclaim as great treasures, such
as prophecy, tongues and knowledge. They will fail because they are
limited in their scope and purpose. Luther called them "stueckwerk”
or ”patchwork@;f That the gifts. of prophecy and knowledge fail to
probe- the depths of the mysteries of God is proven by the still unw
answerable question‘posed'by Paul, “Who hath known the mind of the
Lord? Or who'hath.been‘his'counsellor?;(RomAns 11;34). uAlthough our
‘knowing is "in pért? this éide of éfernity, it is enough to ”make us
wise untb.salvéfion.thiough faith in_Chfist‘Jesus” (iI Timothy 3:15)
théreby fﬁ1fi11ing'God's purpose in giving it. Thé gift of tongueS'
was given in order'fo convey to othérs 7the wonderful ﬁorks of God”
'(Acts.Z:Ily. It will also céése to exist when wé stand in the pres-
venggn‘of God where barriers‘such as languages shall no more hinder
man’ s fellowship with the Lord!

By comparison; our text tellé us that "love never comes to an
ehd,” that‘ié, thére will never be a time when love is not in opera-
tion. Love will never become extinct although it might seem to be on
- the Yendangered species list” as “the love of many will grow cold”
(Matthew 24:12) in these last days. |

By‘comparison tﬁere are gifts which are intended by God to

serve us only for a limited period of time. The Lord speaks concerning
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- three such gifts introducing each with an si4a . The Greek part-
icle ”r¢ ” merely connects thoughts which are closely reélated in a
discussion. The conditional particle'”fe?” introduces the three
simple suppositions which might be translated, ”if you are thinking
or spéaking of,” in this case, prophes&ing, tongues and knowledge as.
they,aré revealed and used in the Word of God. The same verb is used

when 'spea.kying of the “doing away” of prophecy and knowledge. !{OLTOLDYSIM

- means to ”put out of commission” 6r ”put an end to.” 7ﬁ36;3 which

.dééégibés the ferhination Qf tongues is ieléted to oui English ﬁofd
"to.paﬁseQ pictﬁrhw.a'lapse ihté.silenGE. While_prophecy, tongues. and
knowléége-éhall'”paﬁsé;”*love-shall never 7aollapse” or "suffer ruin”
-(vn(%tm~ Yy- We:pefsdnally thfoughvfaith in Christ will one day ex-
perience_the'etérnéikloverof our Savior God in. the glofy'of,hiS'Heaven
(Rev. 710.17).

.b) Verse Niﬁeﬂand Ten:

. But,wggﬂ"will.this occu#?r Paul speaks iﬁ the présent tensé of
thé.ékﬁdwing”‘and.the»"prophesyiné” which was at that ﬁoment continu-
ihg acéordiﬁg-to God’s plan and purpose among them. Paul describes
that “knowledge” and the ”prophesyiﬁg” as ”in.part”'gK }1€Eous).' The
same. adverbial expression is.used in I Corinthians 12:27, the pre-
position "2 ” + the genitive form of the noun ;Jg;os(~ou5,'rg3 and
is there translated, "Now you are the body of Christ and each oﬁe of

you is A PART OF IT.” Thus the phrase is translated in a way which

conveys the ™part-of-the-whole” concept which the Greek expression

conveys, such as, ”we know A PART or IN PART,” namely, that part
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which the Lord has revealed to us in his Word. That part is the

knqwing and the prophesying which we now preach in time according to -

. God’s will and purpose. | |

But.there is a time when the 7in.part” shall be done away;

- a timé in tﬁe.future»when "that which is perfect or complete” shall
come. Both the out-going ”in-part” and the in-coming "comp;ete”‘are
déscribéd in the future tenses. Verse ten tells us that when that

.'Which.is perfégt comes; the "in-part” shail be done away. |

‘ V-r}o, %ve/')\’sxovvis a no_xr_éiria-t.ivve- ‘sing.ulaf neuter - fonﬁ of f{}‘élos,

—ef&,f-eldQ. It is:é freqﬁéﬁtly used wbid‘whichAexpressé; the COTi~

bcept;of being complete or entiie as opposed to what is pa:tial and

_limited."it?is a word which God uses to describé himself, what hé_'

Vprbclaims.iﬁ'his Wbrd and what he desirésvhis.foiloweIS'to grow to-
'wafdfin reéérd to their éand£i£ied"living. ~Concerning himself, he

.proélaims,.ﬁBe_je theiefore perfect (ngElos), even‘as;your Fa£her
who is in Héa&en is pérfect (15}5105)" (Matthew 5:48). The term is
used.again_concerning our Savior and his}work when Hebrews de-
cléres; 7When Christ came as Hiéh Priesf of the good things that are
already here, ﬂe went through the greater and more perfect (Te)et-

-Qngasi) tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part
6f:this creation”j(Hebfews 9:11). As our perfect God, he supplies

'”évéry.goqd.énd perfect (nge1ov) gift” {(James 1:17) urging his
followers to be Faithful hearers of his Word which he describes with
the térm 7the perfect’(rgX51o\) law of liberty” (James 1:25; 2:12).

As people who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, the Word
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speaks of the believertin Christ Jesus as "perfect” people, saints
before God, as in I Corinthians 2:6 where Paul tells us, "We speak
wisdom ameng them that are perfect (Tei\e{g1s; see also Phil. 3:15).”
Even though we are perfect before God through faith in Christ, our
Loxrd exhorts us to grow in our sanctlflcatlon, or grow toward per-
vfection,'reminding ue of the sinful flesh which gtill battles within
- the seint. To that end, we afe urged to growuin senctification
1threughlthe7W6rd1(Heb:ews 5;13-§}1;'Celfl:28; 4:12)’toward perfect
ﬁatienee (James 1'4) perfect love (I' John 4:17.18), perfect under-

- standing (I Corlnthlans 14 20), perfect unselfishness (Matthew 19: 21):
>_as well as perfectlon in the words which we speak (James 3:2). Al
theugh ﬁe strive in eﬂr livingrby the power of God_to be the kind of
compleﬁe, perfect_people.that God'wouid have»usfbe,.fheAbest of our
efforts gan eﬁ1f be deecribedbas ?in.part,” incomplete, or imperfect
(Roﬁans 3:23; Jéﬁes»z:lo} Romans 6:23). But.the.fin;pertn-shall give
ﬁay to the ”complete”'which is the goai of ali ministerial work so
beautifully held before our eyes in Ephesians 4:13, ;until we all

. feach'unity‘in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son ovaod ande
“become mature (”unto a perfect ﬁan,”ﬁKIV,Te&51ox)), attaining to
fhe-whole measure of the fulness of God.” Paul is holding before
our eyes the,ideal,_perfect goal; namely, the congregation of the
elect assembled in its entirety before the throne of God in Heaven,

' Eli,the elect attaining the whole measure of the fulness‘of Christ.
Thus the prophecies; tongues and knowledge shall one

day be done away. For us as individuals, we leave the “in-part” and
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enter the “complete” on that day when the Lord calls us from time
into his Heaven. For our world, the "in-part” of which Paul speaks
ends.with the last day of history here in time. Until then God uses
the propheoies, the tongues and the knowledge as he will to accom-
pﬁsh his purpose in his good time. As we continue to grow in God’'s
mysteries” toward perfection, we seek God’s wisdom to discern
correctlyAthe lyinghWonders of Satan in the form of prophecy, tongues
and knowledge from the true wonders of our gracious and powerful
God. 1n the form of prophecy, tongues and knowledge. The outer pack-
‘aglng many times looks the same, but the inner content 1s opposed to
the other in each case (Genes1s 3:15). |

Two additional points.should-be made on the basis_of these
. verses. First; letvus remindaou;selﬁes quicklyrthat'slthough we are
v urged_to strive towerd oerfection, ﬁe obviously in the light of God’s
Word will never'eoﬁe close to sttaining that goai in time. The ad-
monition of Paui is olear, "Let him that thinks he stands take heed
- lest he fall” (I Corinthians 10:12). The example of Ebraham (Genesis
- 124 25) llke the ups-and-downs of the stockmarket reveals the many
peaks and valleys which our growth in faith experilences When beset
by the daily'difficulties of 11fe, ups-and-downs‘whlch serve.aS‘a
comfort when we fail, es well as a warning when we think more “high-
- 1y of ourselves than we ought to think” (Romans 12:3). The striving
toward perfection will end when our gracious Lord ends our striving
and delivers us by his grace alone 7into the glorious liberty of the

children of God” (Romans 8:21). Secondly, let us beware of making
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these passages say more than they actually are saying. Scripture
offers us no passage, including that in I Corinthians 13:9-10, which
" would make present-day ”"discerning of the spirits” (T Cor. 12:10),
II Thess. 2:9, I Th. 4:1) in connection with prophecy; tongues and
" usge to accomplish thelr very different purposes. LIhe ?in.part” vs.
“omplete” in the context of Scripture does not refer to any PIe-VS.=
pésffconyersion.conditiqq, or any kind of "in-part” vs. “complete”
VSitu;tion in.which Christians found themselvesreifﬁer beforerér
after tﬁevcompletibn in timehbf Géd's ifispired, written record by

Johﬁspenning-of Revelation.49

¢) Verses Eleven and Twelve:

,»TheAinspirea-writer-useéAtwo brief pictures to demonstrate
”thegwond:ogs~6hange iﬁ condition which the Christiah experiences
whén calléavbf‘God_from time into the glory of God’s perfect heaven.
Vérse eleven pidturesvthat chaﬁgevby notiﬁg the contrastAwhich is
obvious when cqmpa:ing'thevspeaking (zkéaouv), the thinking
(Z@po/\)op\)) and the reasoning (E‘?\oy1c<{nnv) of a child with that of
a mature individual. Verse twelve pictures that change by noting
the contrast which is again obvious when one sees a poor reflection

of one’s self in comparision with what one ig in reality. Those

49For this opinion: a) confer: ”An Evaluation of Claims to the

Charismatic Gifts”,Douglas Judisch, Baker Book House, Grand

Rapids, Michigan, 1978; and, "What About Continuigg'Revelations

in the Presbyterian Church? , Robert Reymond, Presbyterian and

Reformed Publishing Co., 1977.

b) A further study of this relatively new opinion is worthy of
study since various scholars of standing in theological circles
are espousing this position.
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are Paul’s comparisons of 7in-part” vs. "complete.”

.Verse eleven contrasts the child who acts like a child and
. expresses his childish simplicity in his words and actions with the
responsibilities of adult'lifevwhich cause the adult to "put away
childish things.” An educated, maturing adult makes the determined
' effort to bring his wordsrandvactrons into conformity with that whrch
is expected of a mature individual. -The necessity of depending-upon
. onefsaself, the responsibrlitres of earning a tiying‘and perhaps

5 . to : B

one's:duties asrhnsband and father make neoessary the transition
~fromﬂ"chi1dishrthrngs"'into the world 5% adult reality. The "in-
part” of our present s1nful World is here contrasted with the "com-
_ plete” represented by the adult and his responsrbllltles.
Verse twelve draws the comparlson by means of a mirror. 'Be-
- J;rpos means’ "mirror” ( glass," V), Wthh in Paul’s day was
| probably a very hlghly pollshed plece of metal. Bmong other things,
Corlnth was said to be famous for its mirrors which few Chrlstlans

perhaps would have been. able to afford. Beside the poorer

- quality of the mirror when compared with todays products, Paul

writes that even,then the quality of the reflection was merely a

”poor, clouded image of what one really was like when compared with

the way others saw one face to face. Paul uses the words 'Ev”u?\){ypar1
to describe that poor, clouded 1mage. From the Greek word is den'
riVed; the word enlgma" which is a rlddle " somethlng said with a

hidden meaning. Since these words are added to complete the pilcture
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of what a poor quality mirror reflects back at one, the translations
render the words "darkly” (XJV), with footnote ”in a riddle”),

ooor reflectlon"(NIV translating mlrror” w1th the word ”reflection”),
7dim 1mage” (Good' News), puzzllng reflectlons” (New English Bible),
"dimly” (NASB), and'now we see by a mirror and are puzzled” (Beck).
The fact that the image in the mirror is "indistinct” is in every
translation ev1dent. On the ba51s of that fact, Paul draws the
comparieon. 'Astthe.image in Fhe»mi:ror is findistinct,”'so_we
presently see _in-part.". But one day, the time desdribed'in verse
nine and ten above, we shall see face to face; clearly and completely.
.Or in Paul’s words, "Then I shall fully know, as I am now fully known
TWhat I now know ”1n-part” and belleve by the Holy SplIlt' Worklng,

I shall know ”face-to-face with “my own. eyes beholdlng” (Job 19 27)
When I stand with God in the glory of his Heaven'

Paul wrote, "I shall know, even as I AM NOW known'” The

. '1nsp1red writer used a present form, Ylvu{mcw , when. speaklng COTl~
cerning the.knowing which he is doing now. When speaking of know-
ing in the futere even‘as he is now known, he uses a compound verb
form, w1+ Yl\uchu) which in Greek intensifies the verb and might
here be rendered in English "to know MORE FULLY.” The first forﬁ
© - of the verb ie a future, while the second is an aoriet. The aorist

is translated "even as I am now fully known.".With this phrase, it

would seem that the writer is speaking of the Lord’s knowing him

rather than a knowing of one that mortals might have for one another.
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The kind of knowing which Paul tells us he ”shall ¥now” is a complete,
full kind of knowing whtch would not be too aptly expressed when com-
pared to the incomplete knowing which even earthly friends have for
one another. For it is painfully obvious from experience that the
friends whom we think we know best,sometimes seem to be the “friends”
rthat we know the least. But God’s kind of complete knowihg of us,
that Js the sﬁpreme.kindvof’knOWing with which the writer wants to
compare the-”complete”'experience which'wili be ours in eternity;
This intetpretation also fitsIPaul;s gee_of‘the:aorist. Paul uses
the aorist to describe.that kind of knowing becahse God’s knoWing
—'isenot something groﬁihg;and beeeming'more and more. perfect, but
rather a know1ng that has always been from eternltyiﬁmrough and
complete (see also John 10:27: ”My sheep hear my voice and I XKNOW.
(Ylvchm ) thém..”%

"Two additional thoughts mlght be noted. Even though we
speak of the ”complete ‘experience which will be ours in-Heaven,
we note Scripture’s clear reference to the angels. not ‘knowing. every-
thing that there'is to know (Matthew 24:36+ "Of that day and hour
knoweth...). We will be the children of God living in the per-
fection and completeness.ovaeaven, but we will never be oﬁniscient
as God is! Secondly, Luther’s German translation touches the heart
of the comparison which Scripture is bresenting with the mirror and

the "enigma” when He translates, "Wir sehen jetzt durch einen
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Spiegel in einem dunkeln Wort.” Bs already noted, Luther translates

the ”ine~part” with ”Stueckwerk” and “stueckweise” and the “complete”

experience of Heaven with the term ”das Vbllkommeneif the term ex-
pressing an experience such‘as‘a puzzle with thousands of pieces
finally ail coming together to form one grand and united picture.

" Living in heaven will be the culmination of many spiritual bits
and piecés finally gloriously coming together! ‘

d) _Versé Thirfeen:r
Having drawn the picture most'élearly in words and.by’means

'vof pictures, Paul pens his final insbiréd words concerning the love
which heAhaslso‘beautifully descxibed, vux:( is a adverb of time.

* The addition 6f 7 toyDv creates an emphatic form which brings us
.back iri time from the exalted thoughts just expressed concerning the
wonders of Heaven to the present “in-part” reality of the here .and
now. It also serﬁes to annoﬁnce the end 6f the subject being dis-
cussed with an embhétic "so then” of "now in>09ncluSi6n.”

| Prophecy, tohgues and knowledgé will one day cease.énd be
done away. Concerning:faith, hope and love( God-proclaimsA11gvsm.n-
T\O(. TP‘L/OL Talta. '.'these three remain.” The verb fomm is sihgular
inspife of the faét that it expresses a fact concerning all three
subjects. Grammatically, a neuter substantive in the plural, such

as T&'t?{& talta , regularly takes a verb in the singular. These

three are not spoken of as part of the #"jn-part” that shall pass
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away. They remain, God declares, in spite of the fact that.one might
speak of them as being somewhat different in comparison with the
manner in which we describe them presently in time.. Faith will no
longer be. based upon s1ghﬂessness" (Hebrews 11:1), "the evidence of
things not seen”), but trust in the Lord which includes seeing and ex-
periencing personally with our senses what God always told us in
His Wordfwas really so. Hope as far:as our present ”looking fora
l;ward;todbeing:with Jesus” will belfulfilled, but-all hoping in re-
gard to-experiencing yet‘another facet of God’s infinite glory in
_ hls perfect Heaven will never end. Scrlpture inﬁicates thiS'when
1t doesn’t speak of angels who have become dulled and weary and
bored before- God's glory, but ‘rather angels who ever sing new songs
of pralse. Love also remalns, no longer. viewed: through the Word: of
our God and experlenced amld the problems of an 1mperfect il
part” world, but experlenced 1n all its. beauty and glory amid the
perfection of God’s ”complete Heaven. Although the characterlstlcs
w1ll change, the nature of faith, hope and love will never change
because they are forever built on the changeless foundation of our
changeless-God! These three are emphatically proclaimed as one unit=-
ed . whole, remaining throughout all eternity! Paul’s inspired sen-
tence is so constructed that if one declares that faith and hope are
to cease at the moment of one’s entry into Heaven, then love must

also cease. But, Paul declares, all three remain!
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put “the GREATEST of these three is lovel” Ma 1/Cw\) is com-
parative. Grammarians exp“ ain at this p01nt that the use of the
' comparatlve and superlatlve as separate forms in prec:Lsely de-
fined usages began to disappear by Paul’s time. Be that fact or
fiction, pure logic tells us that Paul is comparing love on one
~ hand With faith and hope on the otheTI.. Of these two, the rgreater”
mlght in Engllsh also be ren dered as the greatest.. That is the
fact w1th Whlch the chapter ends. o
Huma.n reason qulckly asks, however WHY is love gpoken of
‘as the'greatest” Above all let us note “that Paul does not supply A
the answer. This chapter s1mply ends W:Lth the declaration. With-
: _-fouf here- debating thelr case oI even their correctness scrl'pturalljlr,
: commentators suége'st, #ipve is necessary for both faith and hope,.”.
] ‘n,ove believes and hopes n ”Love has superlor usefulness‘ w M.ove
Ais-God's greatest,g:\.ft m move 1s aot1v1ty, produotlv:\.ty, col-
\,c.;boration with God,," m+ is the light of our Splrlt's understanding
of 'Cod" 'and "'Love is concerned with both God and the whole world.”
Lensk1 offers the reasol, nipve krings us into the fullest union and
oommunion with God" (I John 4:7, 12 16) Enother thought which could
ke added ig that God nevel refers to nimself 1n the Word as Faith.
r Hope, but he does call himself nLove” (I John 4:16, "God is love;

and he that dWelleth in the love dwelleth in God and God in him”) «
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In the light of God’s Word, God’s love is the foundation for
ouf salvatioh. God’s love for us moved him to elect us from all
eternity to be his own, unworthy though we be. God’s loﬁe for us
‘ moved him to send his Son into the world to be our Savior. God’s
love called us in time to be his people. God's love for us moved
us rebellious though we be to love him who first loved us. Gods
love for us will keep us as his own and will finally deliver us by
his gface into fhe glorious liberty of the children of God where we
shall taste of the eternal qult of h1s v1ctory in our behalf through-
out all eternlty.ﬁ Because his love is alive and'well and active in
;us through his Word and sacraments, Paul can speak in I Corinthians 13
ooncernlng what our love for him and for one. another should be. du;
faith, our hope, yea,“eve;ﬁthlng we are ahd will ever be as the children
of God, Iests-on-the fouhdation of his great and.gracious love for us.
'There would be no falth and no hope if it wasn’t for his love. But
there is no need for further discussion in the llght of God's Woxrd when
'_vwe hear our Godvtfiumphantly and absolutely proclaim, ”but the greatest
- of these is love!” | | _
vA final thoughtvon this verse of I Corinthians might be added
»to,note its imbortance as far as our Confessions are concerned. The
Confessions record a discussion on the basis of these verses in connec~
Yion with the subject of love’'s" ”greatest” position over even faith (v, 13)
© The debated question upon which the Confessions speak is recorded in the
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article three titled "Love and the

Fulfilling of the Law.” The text states:
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But they (our opponents) object that love is preferred to faith
and hope. For Paul says (I Cor.13:13): #The greatest of these
is charity.” Now it is reasonable that the greatest and chief
virtue should justify, although Paul, in this passage, properly
speaks of love toward one’s neighbor and indicates that love is-
the greatest, because it has most fruits. Faith and hope have
to do only with God, but love has infinite offices externally
toward men. (Love goes forth upon earth among the people and
does much good, by consoling, teaching, instructing, helping,
¢counseling privately and publicly). Nevertheless, let us
indeed grant to the adversaries that love toward God and our
neighbor is the greatest virtue, because the chief commandment
is this: #Thou shalt love the Lord thy God” (Matt. 22:37). But
how will they dinfer thence that love justifies? The greatest
wvirtue, they say justifies. By no means. (It would be true if
we had a gracious God because of our virtue. Now, it was proved
above that we are accepted and justified, for Christ’s sake, not
because of our virtue; for our virtie is impure.) For just as
even the greatest or first Law does not justify, so also the
greatest virtue of the Law does not justify. (For, as the Law
and. virtue is higher and our ability to do the same proportion-
ately lower, we are not righteous because of love.) But that
virtue justifies which apprehends Christ, which communicates

to us as Christ’s merits, by which we receive grace and peace-
from God. But this virtue is faith. For as it has been often
said, faith is not only knowledge, but much rather willingly

to receive or apprehend these things which are offered in the
promise concerning Christ.

In the.context of the above statement and Luther’s own
writings concerning man’s salvation through faith in Christ alone,
one can correctly understand how Luther could write the following

often quoted words:

50Apology, Article III, Concordia Triglotta, pg. 183.
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Thus I may say that Christianity is greater on earth than Christ.
This does not mean that Christianity is in itself better and

more honorable than Christ, but that it is spread out broader and
wider on earth than Christ was, who was at one little place for
only three years, while Christianity existed from the beginning,

as wide as the world. Thus love is longer and wider than faith and
hope.” :

Summary thoughts on verses eight through thirteen:

S

After describing the supreme qualities”ofrlpve, as well as

describing God’s kind of love as it exists in the daily lives of his

people, God now declares that love is eternall God’s love will never

waver in degree and it will never end. As our God is, so will be his

love for us, eternal, without end!

Summary thoughts concerning I Corinthians 13:

The message of I Corinthians 13 concerning God’s kind of

perfect love is truly a beautiful and a powerful one. It is a message

which in itself displays the failings of our present, imperfect world

compared to the perfect, complete glory of heaven toward which we strive.

We fail to appreciate to the fullest the significance which God’s love

has had and will have upon us in the glorious eternity awaiting us through

faith in Christ. We have difficulty truly appreciating the glory of God

displayed in his Word, not because the Word is dark and unclear, but
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because our fallible, finite unde#standing is not sufficient to grasp
the wonders of his infallible, infinite substance and qualities. As
Luther aptly pictures the problem: #T shall know him then in the
clearest possible manner, without éovering; for the covering was not

taken from him, but from me, for he has none before him!"51

Like many other Luther quotations this quote was credited to

Luther. However, like many other ”Luther” quotations credited
~to Luther, the source and context of the statement’s original
writing is unknown.



E) Thoughts Concerning the Relevance of this Study to the
Homiletical Treatment of Scripture '
Numerous are the portions of Scripture which touch upon

the soul-comforting, goul-saving messaée of God’s great love for
éinqgrs., Just as numerous are the scores. of texts whlch speak of
the love that the children of God should be emulating in the light
of our God;s_love-for us. Regardless of the particular pericope
series which one might choose, ng’é“love is most likely to make ifé
presence known in one form oT andthér;, A glance at the 1982-83
_pericope_series of the Inter-Lutheran Commission on'Worshlp bears
witness to that fact. Tn spite of the fact that Luke used the forms

n questionﬂrelatively*few times-in-his writings and in spite»of the
fact that gospel readlngs from Luke appear in forty-six of the sixty
_occasions noted, - the words owomrn and ayocm{m appear in nine of the
gospel readings. Those same words appear fourteen'tlmeS'ln the
.epistle readings listed. Those numbers would be greafly increased
if the series of gospel readings had concentrated on the Gospel of
John rather than Luke, oT if more of John's epistles had been repre-
sented in‘tﬁe epistle readings. The ILCW-B Scripture Readings for

the 1983-84 year suggest a greater number of readings from the

90
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wrltlngs of John, 21 in the gospels and 6 in the epistles.

It is obvious that a clear understanding of the words u«'\(0{7”1
and aydwéw will do much to enhance one’s preaching following al-
most any pericope which might be suggested. While much could be
said at this point concerning the basics of homiletics, one might‘
simply say that the task of the preacher is to present in clear

runderstandable terms in the context of the text as well as Scripture
at'large the wondrous message which God has seen fit to place into
the'lnsplred message of hlS Word as Well as applylng that message

to the daily lives of God's people. That obv1ously also holds true
in connection mith the beautiful and powerful message which God
builds into the words aYavn andwxyaﬂéw . The following‘texts offer
but a few examples concerning the homiletical treatment of these
terms in the context'of Scrlpture.

1. John 13:81-35 |

The,ILCW-SeIieshC suggests as the Gospel reading for the
fifth SBunday of Easter the text recorded in John 13:31-35. In
verse thirty-four and thirty-five of that text, therword &YuTHiw
appears foﬁr times as Jesus tells his disciples, "A new commandment
I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you‘must love
one another. All men will know that you are my disciples if you love
one another.” When writing an exposition of these words, one

preacher wrote:




92

The separation of Jesus from his disciples would bring
sorrow to them. But the glorified Savior would give his
disciples a “new commandment.” From him they would learn
the meaning of brotherly love., The commandment to love,

of course, was nothing new. But this new kind of love would
‘come out of knowing Jesus and what he did for them. The law
of God could not work this love. This love was a fruit of
faith., Only disciples of Jesus could appreciate this. love.
This #love™ (éYO{ﬂn‘ ) would therefore be a sign of true
discipleship. Where love exists, it also showsitself.

The early Christians had a reputation for being united in

brotherly love (Acts 4:32,33). In his epistles John re-

peatedly stresses the importance of this brotherly love

(I John 3:14). In Revelation John speaks of the Ephesians
" having. forsaken their #first love.? This is the love which

#

fills the heart of a Christian who is thankful that Jesus
died for him. It is often more apparent in new converts than
in those who have been Christians for a long time and whose
 love has grown cold (Revelation 2:4).
. The words of  Jesus state a condition: #If you love one
another’ ( gav ). They invite a test of faith. Where this
- love is present,. there is true discipleship. How is it with
- us? DO'we-gass the test of love? Everyone must examine his
own heart. “2
The- text  offers the preacher an opportunity to speak con-
- cerning the love which our Savior has for us. It was a love which
moved our God to conceive in eternity a plan to rescue. us from our
sin. It was a love which caused our heavenly Father to offer his
Son as the sacrifice for sin in spite of man’s yebellion against
GBod and without the slightest degree of worthiness or merit within
man. He in love sought us when we were sheep having gone astray.

He offered the sacrifice which washed away our sin. He worked

that saving faith within our hearts through his Word and sacraments

52E.H. Wendland, ed., Sermon Studies on the Gospel (ILCW Series C),
p 191-192,
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that we might be his own for time and eternity. That is the kind of.
self-sacrificing love which the Lord would have us emulate in our
love for him and one another as we live our life to his glory by

his strength. Bearing those thoughts in mind, the preacher could
expound upbn the text in the following manner.

Christ’s New Command: Love one Another!

1. The love upon which this commandment is based (vv.31-33)
2. The love which shows itself to others (vv.34,35)

~ In part one we can show how the glorification of the Son
" 'of Man includes his suffering and death which lie immediately
before him. Judas has just gone out. %I will be with you.
only a little longer, ” Jesus says knowingly. “Where I am
-going, you cannot come.” Having said this, Jesus gives his
“new command.” He has every right to say this and to expect
that it will be followed.. He has shown the way.

Part two then gives the practical import of this /new
commandment.” This love is not a makter of empty words. It
shows itself. #All men will know that - you are my dlsclples.”
They know what they observe.

Another wording for the same approach would be:
Christ’s Commandment of Love

1. Its motivation 53
2. Its demonstration

The full impact of both the law and gospel are offered the
preacher in this text. We see God’s perfect love casting light on
our kind of imperfect love. We see Christ’s example of love set
before‘us as a pattern guiding us in our loving. Jesus offers us
the opportunity to examine his love that we might grow in our
appreciation for him énd then by his power show that same kind of

love in our love for him and for one another.

S31pid., p 193,
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2. I John 3:13.18

Bnother text offering the same opportunity is recorded in
I John 3:13-18 offered as the epistle selection in the historic
pericope of the-ancient church. Luther set the context of this
first epistle of John in clear terms when he wrote:

This is an outstanding epistle. It can buoy up afflicted
hearts. Furthermore, it has John’s style and manner of ex-
pression, so keautifully and gently does it picture Christ to
us. It came to be written because at that. time heretics and
sluggish Christians had rushed in, which invariably happens
when the Word has been revived. Then the devil harries us -
constantly and seeks in every way to cast us down, in order that
we may- give up preaching and good works. In John’s time there
were.the Cerinthians, who denied the divinity of Christ; and
there were sluggish Christians, who thought that they had
‘heard Christ’s Word enough and that it was not necessary to
. forsake the world and to do good to their neighbors. Here the
apostle attacks both evils and urges us to guard the Word and
to love one another: Thus we shall never learn so much and be
so perfect that the need for the Word of God will not remain.
For the devil never rests. Thus exhortation. and. the use of
God’s Word are needed everywhere. .It is a living and powerful
Word. But we snore and are lazy.. It is the Word of life. But
we are in death every day. And because we are never without sins
and the danger of death, we should never cease to ruminate on
- the Word., And this epistle is in the nature of an exhortation.
In short, in this epistle the apostle wants to teach faith in
opposition to the heretics and true love in opposition to those
who are wicked. 9% '

It is not‘unexpected therefore that John should begin teach-
ing true love by pointing his hearers directly to the example of
Christ. He writes in the opening words of his gospel:

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son

cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our

54Martin’Luthe_r, Luther’s Work, Vol. 30, p 2189.
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sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness... behold what manner of
love ‘the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God. 9% :
Those words lay the introduction for the words of I John 3:13-18.
In this text the writer reminds us of God’s love for us writing,
mHereby perceive we. the love of God, because he laid down his
life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”
(verse sixteen). With those words John speaks to. his hearers con-

"derﬁingrthe true meaning,of love in its most perfect form. In

like manner we are to love one another.

Or letting John speak, "We
know that we have passgd»from aeathzuhto life, gecause we love the
'brethren.l._whdsé hath this World's good and seeth his brother have
ﬁeed and:shutteth up hié bowels dfzéompassion from him, how.dwelleth
_the love of qu'iﬁ'himé” (Qersésrfourteen'énd'seventeeﬁ). To make
that faéf crystal clear, thn says fhé same thing from the negative
éoint_of %iew with the wofds, "He that loveth not his brother abideth
in death;f Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know
thét no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him” (verses fourteen
and fifteen). Es we live that love in this iﬁperfect world, John
_reminds us of an impoftant'fact concerning our world and concerning
ourselves. He writes, "™Marvel nofr my brethren, if the world hate
you... My little children, let us not love ih word, neither in tongue;

but in. deed and in truth” (verses thirteen and eighteen).

551 John 1:7-9;3:1.
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The text offers a meaningful opportunity to speak concerning
the meaning of the word love. It holds before our eyes the true
meaning of love by directing the readers attention'to God’s great
expression of love as found in Christ. The reader is_reminded that
this is not a’oharacteristic which lives in man’s heart by nature.
Rather God’s iaw reveals in this regard only man’s sin and need for
the Savior as man’s hatred (verses thlrteen through flfteen), selfa
ishness (verse seventeen) and hypocrlsy (verse elghteen) are revealed.
.Christ’s love in resoulngvus from our sln»serves as thergospel
message»of peaoe as it extends to the penitent the message of pardon
as well as the motivation for Chrlstlan—11v1ng more to the glory of
. God (verse 51xteen) It is 1n that same example of God's love for
: unworthy sinners that the Chrlstlan finds the example of Christian: :
:1ove- worthy of" emulatlng in hls own daily llfe. A workable homllet-

ical outllne for this text would be the follow1ng.

God's Love is Unlqg#

1. His love provided for our salvation; (vv. 16)

2. His love is foreign to man’s humsn nature; and (vv.13.15).

3, His love demonstrates itself as a fruit of faith. (vv.17-18)

Part one of the exp051t10n would serve. as an opportunity to

speak concerning God’s love in comparison with the world’s kind of
shallow and seifish love-which demonstrates no real commitment or
wholesome purpose. By contrast God’s love had a soula-saving purpose
whlch was extended w1thout any merit or worthlness in those who re-
ceived its soul-comforting warmth. Of that kind ‘of love the second

article of the Apostles’ Creed speaks when in Luther’s explanation

we read:
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I believe that Jesus Christ...has redeemed me, & lost and

condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins,

from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or

silver, but with his holy, precious blood and his innocent

sufferings and death; that I should be his own and live under

him in his kingdom and serve him: in everlasting righteousness,

innocence and blessedness; even as He is risen from death,

lives and reigns to all eternity.
Part two speaks concerning the condition of man’s heart by nature.
As Jesus described man’s heart before the Holy Spirit touches the
heart through Word and Sacrament:

- Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,

fornlcatlons, thefts, false Wltness, blasphemles... (Matthew
Concerning that same kind of heart Paul wrote by the Spirit’s guidance,
”ysu hath he qulckened who were dead in trespasses and sins
(Ephesians 2:1). Should we therefore be amazed that the world hates
»b us, a matter ccncernlng whlch Christ speaks at length in John 15:18-.
217 Shbuld'we‘be amazed that our. own heart isn’t what it should be
in regard.tq;the emotions which so easily spill forth in the form of
~angry and careless thoughts, words and actions directed toward those
around us? Surely this is offering each Christian the opportunity
to reflect upon his own life as he looks at himself in the light of
God’s Word. Truly we are being offered the opportunity to repent of
our sin and find comfort in the forgiving arms of our gracious
Savior! Part three offers us several examples of the kind of fruits
of faith which the Lord is seeking.and producing in the lives of his
people. God is looking for a kind of love which reaches out to those

who physically as well as spiritually are in need cf our love. It

is further to be a love which not only expresses itself in words but
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also in the form of actions. Our faith is to demonstrate itself
in love for our God as well as for one another, Again the Chris-
tian must be reminded that love is a frﬁit of faith which grows and
matures as that faith is strengthened through Word and Sacraments.
The Holy Spirit produces Within‘us the.power to live our faith in
Christ as well as the ability to ndte and use the opportunities
‘for Christian service_which are eﬁident in.the,world around us.
AAlthough we are to be concerned also with the physical plight of
our ‘sin-sick world, we musf remember constantly that the greatest
gift which we can impart to another is that which is found spiritu-
ally - iﬁ-fhe message of man’s salvationAthrough.faith in Christ
alone.: To that end, Lord help us!
‘3. Ephesians 5:22-38
Ephesians 5;22-33 further touches upon this message of living
our lives to the glory of God; In a more sbecific application of
God’s will for oﬁr lives, Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians con-
.cerning theif responsibilities in marriage.- Hé,was moved by the
Holy Spirit’to introduce this portion of the epistle with the words:
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and
. walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us and hath given
himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to Bod for a
sweetsmelling SAVOUT.».Submitting yourselves one to another
in the fear of God. (Ephesians 5:1,2,21)
To the wife within fhe marriage union, he says, "Wives,
submit yourselves unfto your own husbands, as unto the Lord” (verse

twenty-two). The word Paul uses literally means mto station oneself

under.” Paul begins by calling for loving and willing submission on
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the part of the wife unto her husband ( I Peter S:i; Colossians 3:18).
The reason given in Scripture for_this submission is that the husband
is to bg the héad of the wife. That is what God élearly stated when
he ipstituted marriage. God stated, "I will’make.a help” who is
ﬁmeé?” (Genesis 2:18),'a helper who is suitab%e for man. Then God
vp:oceeded to creaﬁe woman from a rib of the man. The kind of sub-
mission and the kind of headship that 1is ﬁéanf becomes clear from
thé comparison which Paul uses in the text. The textvcontinues'by
domparing the submission of the ﬁife to the,husband with the Church’s
being'subjéct unto Christ; This is notua master-slave relationship.
The Cﬁurdh which is composed of all believers in‘Christ is called
Christ’s bride. She submits herself to Christ, her bridegroom. This -
'is.a submission that flows out of the-knOW1edge of.the iove'whigh.
Christ haé for his Church. It is'évsubmission born out of confidence
and tfust ana iove‘for him; vIn the same way the wife should be subject
unto he;‘husband'not becalse he daily qﬁotes this passage to her,_but
rather bécauée.she tfuly loves and respects the mén she married.

| Paul by God’s guidance then turns his attentién to the husband.
”Hﬁsbands, love your wives, even as Christ also lqved the Church and
gave Himself for iﬁ" (Ephesiaﬁs 5:25). Paul’s word to the huskand is
_#love.” Paul is not speaking merely of a sexual type of love, that
kind of 1bve which the world tries to pass off as true love. Nor is
he merély speaking about the'type 6f love.whidh ffiends have for one
another. Rather he is speaking of love such aé Christ had for his

bride the Church. He is speaking of that self.sacrificing kind of love
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which Christ expressed willingly and freely without any merit in
thoge who were the recipients of it when Christ laid down His life
for the sins of the entire world. Christ thought not of himself, but
of those for whom he was laying down his life. He gave of himself that
we might through faith in Christ possess heaven as his free gift. of
this type of love Scripture states, "Greater love hath no man than
this"'(JOhn 15:13). _In order to point to this fact even more clearly,
Paulvthen states that the husband is te love his wife even "as he loves
" his qwn body” (verses twent&-eignt through thirty-one). Seripture
-states that'the husband and wife become one flesh in marriage. The
wife or husband actually becéﬁes'an extension of one’s own body.
Hnman.reason.furtner tells us that only a fool neglects the needs of.
his body. Hence, Paul’s advice is clear and to the point, ”Husband
take care of your wife as you take care of your own body'"

Summarlzlng his discussion of thls matter, Paul concludes the
matter with the words, "Nevertheless,Alet every one of you in partlcu-
lar se.lqve his ﬁife‘even as himseif; and the wife see that she rever-
ence her.husband” (verserthirty-three)l There is the danger for the
wife to iook at the husband'sAresponsibilities and to point these out
while she overlooks her own God.given responsibilities while he reacts
in e.similar manner.. It should be noted that Paul does not say to the

lFe, ”Submlt yourself IF your husband truly loves you " Nor does he
say to the husbands, “love your w1fe IF she is submissive,” The last

verse clearly urges each of the partners of the marriage union to meet

his responsibilities before God completely apart from the consideration
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of the other’s action.. The last verse obviously does not deal in
this context with the.question of divorce; a matter which is dealt
with in other portions of Scripture.

- A homiletical tfeatment of this text should include obviously
thoughts concerning the Christ-centered attitude of the husband and
the.wife within marriage. Dividing the text in an obvious manner one
could,uéé as his theme and parts:

CHRIST-CENTERED ATTITUDES WITHIN MARRIAGE

1. Wives, submit yourselves unto your husbands,
as unto the Lord. (vv.22-24)
2. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ

also loved the Church. (vv.25-32)
Uéing'the'abqve presentation, a-fitting infroduction to the
vthgme could’include a brief discussion concerniné the ideals of the
‘wbild'Canerning marriage in comparison.tQ the.ideals,of Christ. The
, parts woula be:ﬁ clear.diséussion of the Christ-centered attitudes .
within marriage. Thé parts would obviously reflect the information
" noted in.the'verses listed under each éart, an indicaticn of which was
given in the preceeding paragraphs.. A fitting conclusion to the teit
‘would be verse thiffy;three especially in light of the elbow nudging
wﬁich ﬁrobably will take place in the pews on the part of husbands and
wives as witnessed from the pulpit as the text is expounded.’

Yet another way of treating the matter might be as follows:

A Husband and Wife Living Together Under Christ

1. A Christ;cente:ed attitude CONCERNING marriage; and
2. A Christ-centered attitude WITHIN marriage.
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Much can be saild for a truly meaningful exposition of what
the words of that specific text present without dragging in every
other portion of Scripture relating to the matter at hand. However,
on occasion one might see fit for various reasons to wander a bit
from the usual method of presentation. If one chose to use the outa
line just noted, one could present some of the general thoughts con-
f.cerning marriage indicated within Scripture. One might toﬁch upon
the fact that marriagé was instituted by God, that mariiage serves as
,'a‘means of .blessing to. those who enter into it and,fhe,well needed
reminder that marriage is to bé a'iifé-%gngbunion and not merely a
| ”few-mbnth-cdmmitmentﬁ_to see if the couple is coﬁbatible. Although
.it couid serve to -inform fhe coﬁgregafion'in this important area of
v_VChristian,living, if[would'be only part tﬁo of the outline that would
tbﬁcﬁ directly upoﬁ'thexthéughts:of“the‘text'undef cénsideration.
The preécher would need gIeat'cére in treating the subjects in.part
one and the text in part fwb in:something‘bther than merely a passing
aﬁd superficial mahner'in light of the fact that part one is a topical
‘presehtatioﬁ while'part,two is ﬁ textual presentatioﬁ. The clock
céuld Sérve as one’s greatest enemy in this presentation. |
‘Regardless ofIWhich outline was.chosen, tﬁe mattér of Christ’s
.&Yé'ﬂn love can ke meaningfully treated‘without ﬁecessarily having the
word "love” as a‘striking;part of_the.theme in. every text where the
term appears. Christ'évlové thch éaused him to extend himself that
; wé might be his own in tiﬁe and eternity is the selfless love which

the Lord would also see in his people within marriage. Just as Christ
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reached out toward mankind that he might bless, so the husband and
wife within marriage are to reach out in love toward one another in
order to be a blessing to each other in keeping wifh God’s will and
purpose.
4. I Corinthians 12:27-13:13

One other obviocus example could also be noted at this point.
The ILCW-Series C offers as its:suggestion for January 30 in the
Epiphany'seasén the reading found iﬁ I Corinthians 12:27-13:13.
Beaffhg in mind thé'ekposition of the téxtfnqted earlier in this
study, one might present the text following this outline:

- CHRIST.LIKE TOVE!

1. The importance of love; (I Cor. 12:27-13:3)

2. The characteristics of love; and (vv.4.7)

3. 'The énduring’qualityvof love. (vv.8.13)
Again it is Wellzto noté fhat fhe clock will serve as a difficulty in
tréatiﬁg,the,teﬁt asvfullj-as one might desire in light of its cone
tent. A portion of the fext mightAsﬁit itself well for use as a
wedding sermonette. Verses four through seven presented in light of
Chrisf’s love for ﬁs couid éerve as a meaningful presentatién of the
gospel message to the wedding couple and their guests as well as
offering a wholesome presentation concerning fhe kind of loving which
Christ would see lived within their marriage..

Whichever text one would héppen upon in the course of one’s

yeérs as the Word is presented to God’s people from the pulpits of

our churches, it must be the prayer of every preacher that God would

impress upon us to an ever greater degree the greatness of his kind
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of perfect love for us. For only then by his grace will we better
love him and our neighbor in keeping with his desires. Only then
will we one day by His grace enjoy the unclouded, perfect revelation

of His love throughout all eternity!
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Summary and Conclusion
Somewhere during the passing of my years, I happened upon a
thought which has never been forgotten. Speaking by God’s guidance the
inspired writer reminds us in Ecclesiastes 12:12 thaf.?of the making
of many bdoks thérevis no end.” That could also be true con;
cerning the subject before us, buf.it is not simply because man’s
‘opinions have changed and been altered through the passing of time.
It is rather that God’s truly unique love fof mankina ié s0 immense
éndrqﬁoﬁarégé.tﬁafﬂhén‘failérforéabfuré iﬁ hﬁman words all its
beautiful soul-saving, soule-comforting qualities. When attempting
to express fhose thoughts in wordé, one begiﬁs to experience person-
élly thé>feeling that must have fidoded‘the heart’of.the Apostle
- John on. that day wheﬁ hé‘concluded hiS‘inspired writing with. the
words: | -
| There are also many othef things which Jesus did, the'which,
if they should be written every one, I suppose that even

the world itself could not contain the books that should
be written (John 21:25).

Like the facets of a priceless gem displaying its capti-
vatiﬁg beauty as it sparkles and shines in the eyes of the beholder,
so is the precioﬁs.message;of Bod’'s great love. It is a love so
éimplyAand.clearly expressed in all its beauty for the world's

salvation as John writes:
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God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life (John 3:16).

B love expressed for a wonderous purpose again proclaimed by John
so powerfully under the Spirit’s guidance when he wrote:
Many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: but these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name (John 20:30-31).

. ,év"

There is therefore no end of writing whiehvcould,be done
concerning God’s ayénn‘love. Scripture beautifully paints'before
Qui eyes‘the wonder of_that graqioﬁs love as it speaks ef the
various.thoqghts andhabtiens of God toward mahkind. .But the concept
.whidh eachbefbthose pictures reveals eoncerning God’s love iS'tiuly
a}eimple and a clear picture.. It presents the emotions, the feelings
of ohr God toward mankind. Man was lost in sin,completely unworthy
of Goa’s consideration. Yet God reached out in eternity conceiving
a plan fer our salvation and displayed in time the_wonde:e of that‘
plan as he offered his own Son. The purpose of that love shines
fqrth page after page in his»Wbrd as he reminds us that all this
took place for us and for our salvation. It is that same emotion
that God would see demonstrated in the lives of his people. He
‘oreates that love as a fruit of faith in hearts that by nature
know nothing of his love. As the Holy Spirit kindles that faith

through Word and Sacraments that love begins to grow and express
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itself. Its purpose is to uplift and build those with whom it hae
contact. It is a love which in man is in continual-need of strengthen--
ing since it exists in a world which by nature seeks to destroy that
love. God's klnd of love in man dlsplays itself in all its beauty
when it motlvates man to share with another for his salvation the
wondrous message of God’s love revealed in Jesus our Savior from sin.
That's the kind ef love concerning which Scripture writes and that’s
the kind of love whlch our Savior would see emulated by his power and
: oo :
grace in the lives of his people'

It must continually be. the prayer of God’s people that he
would impress upon us to an ever greater degree the greatness of his
.perfect love for us, that we by his grace may better love him and our
nelghbor as he des1res us to love and that we one day by his grace
engoy the unclouded perfect revelation of his love throughout all
eternity! In his Name, may that be our prayer!

God. is love. In.thls was'manlfested the - love of God toward
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the

- world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son

to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another (I John 4:8-11).
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