CHAPTER VIII
THE GREAT TRIBULATION AND THE WRATH OF GOD

_Soeaking from the millennialists' point of view, wetstand in
this‘ohapter at the very threshold of the climax of oillennial theology,
the thoosand—year reign of Christ in an earthly kingddm, for the great
trlbulatlon and, the wrath of God usher in that kingdom. Lest a mislead—
Vlng impression be glven, however, 1t must ‘be p01nted out Unce again thatfﬂ
we are speaking of pre-millennial theology, since the post—mlllennlallst
' sees world conditions improving in the closing daye of this world's his-
tory and developing into a millennial oeriod of peace and prosperity for
the'chorch, at the end of which Christ will return;

,. :A great deal of what has already been presented has a direct
bearing on our coneideretion of this period of time in the millennial
chronology. . Most specifically, the greet tribulation itself was pre-~
sented in rather brief form and primarily_in its relationship to disoen-
sationalism already in chapter III. In addition, chaptef»VI,'dealing
with antisemitic Forces and the Antichrist, looked at the situation that .
would prevail,. as millennialistslsee it, during the great tribulatioh.
Chapter ViI stressed the divergence of opinion amohg millennialists as
'to when the rapture wooldAtake_place -'before, during or after the‘great
'trioulation. Hopefuiiy with no disconcerting repetition, this present
chapter will draw together\a more complete picture of the millennial-
ists' views on the various facets of the great tribulation and the wrath

of God and will evaluate on the basis of Scripture the millennial found-
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ation on which they base their position.
The Seventieth Week of Daniel *

Daniel 9:24-27 is the primary reference of the millennialist for
_assigning a time period of exactly seven years to the great tribulation

and the_wrath of God. There Daniel writes:

"Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for your people and your holy city to
finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wicked-
ness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the most-holy.

"know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to re-
store and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler,
comes, there will be seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.' . It
will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.
After the sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and
will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will de--—
stroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood:
War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.
He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven,' but in the
‘middle of that 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offer-

- .ing. And one who causes desolation will place abominations on a
wing of the temple until the end that is decreed is poured out on

him"‘(Dn'9:24—27).

'The?last "seven," or “wéek,” of Daniel's prophecy millennialists in gen-
eral assume to be a seven-year peridd by applying the day-year theory
and identify the great tribulation and-the wrath of God wifh it. The
day-year'theofy, held by most‘pre—millennialists,'simply asserts that in
prophetic utterances days are'tovbe construed as years - this, incident-
_ally, in spite of the fact tha£ they insist that theirs is a literal in-.
terpretation of Scripture; while that of the amillennialists is figura-
tive or mystical!

The ménner in which this day-year theory ié applied to Daniel

chapter nine and elsewhere is shown in the Followihg qudtation from Hal

-Lindsey:



One of the most important reasons for an allotment of geveh years
for God's final dealing with mankind has to do with an incredible
prophecy of Daniel made in the sixth century B.C. (Daniel 9:24-

27).

In this amazing prediction, Daniel set forth a divinely ordained
time period of "seventy weeks" of years (490 years) in which God
would primarily reach out to the unbelieving world through His
chosen people, the Jews. The time period was like a great, di-
vine "time-clock" with 490 years of time marked off on it.

A specific event was to mark the beginning of this 490 years of
Jewish evangelistic outreach. When the Persian king, Artaxerxes
Longimanus, gave the Jews permission to leave their Babylonian
captivity and restore and rebuild the city of Jerusalem, God's
finger pushed down on the stop watch and the 490-year allotted
- countdown began clicking off. - That was April, 445 B.C. '

Daniel predicted that after sixty-nine weeks of years (483 years)
had clicked off on this allotment of time, the Messiah of Israel
would be revealed to the Jews and then killed, and the city of
Jerusalem and their Temple would be destroyed.

~We know the exact time of the fulfillment of this prophecy, be-
" cause 483 years had transpired on the very day that Jesus pre-
sented Himself to the nation of Israel as their Messiah and was
rejected by them and put to death. "Within forty years of this
event, Titus and the Roman legions destroyed the city of Jeru-
salem and tore down their beautiful Temple. ’

With these events, God's finger once again pushed in on the di-
vine time-clock and the allotted time of Israel's special outreach
to the unbelieving world was stopped, seven years short of the

- promised 490 years. :

Flsewhere Lindsey has this to say about the final week, or seven, on
God's time-clock according to Daniel, chapter nine:

Some 2500 years ago the prophet Daniel said that a prince would
come to power from the people who would destroy the city of Jeru-
salem and the second Temple (Daniel 9:27). The Romans under Titus.
did the destroying, so the coming prince would have to be someone
out of the Roman culture. This Roman prince, as we described in
"The Future Fuehrer,"2 will come to power just before the return

of Christ. . . . :

. lHal Lindsey, There's a.Néw World Coming_(Santa Ana, California: Vision

House Publishers, 1973) pp 100 f. ,
2Lindsey identifies "The Future Fuehrer" with the Antichrist; see chap-
ter VI. i
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According to Daniel's prophetic chronology, the minute the Israeli
leader and the Roman leader sign this pact, God starts His great
timepiece which has seven allotted years left on it. This event
marks the beginning of thg period of Biblical history previously
noted as the Tribulation.

"Rather ingeniously Lindsey has not only become guilty of'date-

setting-by'having God manipulate "the divine time-clock," but-has also

" presented in a matter-of-fact way a portion of Scripture that is by no

‘means as self—evident as Lindsey would have it. The Pulpit Commentary,

ufof'éxample, points out the fact that thefe‘are’a number of problems

with this passage,4 1t is a passage which has a considerable number of

- variant readings which ‘make the understanding of the passage more dif-

ficult. Further, exegetes are united on neither the terminué_g guo nor

the terminus ad quem for the "seventy sevens.," They are even divided on

whetherithe decree which actually'heralds the beginning of the seventy
sevens should be understood as a hﬂman or a divine decree.

:Thus, to érrive at a conclusion similar to Lindsey's, several.
assumptions have.to be made. First of all, there is the assumption‘tﬁat
fﬁe numbers must be taken as so many years. In addi€ion, éccordingvto

Lindsey's interpretation one must assume the interruption of the time-

.clock of God between the sixty-ninth and seventieth seven, which is no- -

where stated in or supported by the fext,

In order to present an unbiased evaluation of Lindsey's undef—

- standing of this passage, ‘it should be pointed out that Lindseyfand the

millennialists do not stand alone in'this-daY—yéa:}approach'ﬁb the inter-

3Hal-Lin‘dsey,'The Late Greaf Planet Earth~(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zdn—
dervan Publishing House, 1970), pp 151 f. : ,

4The Pulpit Commentary, H. D. M. Spence, M.'A.,.D. D. and Joseph.S. Ex-

ell, M. A., editors (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. EFerdmanns Pub-
lishing Company, 1950), Vol. 13, pp 268 ff.

.
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pretation of Daniel 9:24-27. Dr. J. T. Mueller, in an article entitled
"Notes on the Seventy Weeks in Daniel's Prophecy. 9:24-27" states in fact
that the explanation‘of the seventy weeks (or, seventy sevens) as 490
years Mig the most ancient and also the most popul_ar."5 According to
this view, the first seven sevens, or forty-nine years, cover the period
of the rebuildingxof the city and its wails under Nehemiah. The second .
period, which comprises sixty-two sevens, or 439 years, extends from
.the,rebuilding oF.Jerdsalem to .the time of Chfist, a total of 483 years.
Subseqeently, referring to verse tWenty—seven, Dr. Mueller continees: |

" The difficulty in this verse lles in the "one week" which is
‘granted for the confirming of the Messiah's covenmant. There are
many who believe that all v. 27 means to say is that this preachlng
of grace will take place in the last of the "Seventy Weeks" or in
the seventieth week. This explanation is justified in view of the
fact that Christ is said to have been raised after three days,

. though actually He was dead only a part of that time, since He died

~on Friday evening and was raised early the next Sunday morning.

- Biblical reckoning, just as Oriental reckoning in general, is not
always as accurate as is our modern Western timekeeping.

Luther seems to regard this last week, or seven years, literally.

. He says that the first seven years after Christ's ascension were

- the true "Easter week'" during-which the Gospel was preached at
Jerusalem and many mighty miracles were performed to confirm it.

. The words of v. 27 that the sacrifice will cease in the midst of
the week, he refers to the abrogation of the ceremonial laws in -
Jerusalem (cf. Acts 15:6 ff.). The end of the last week marks
the hardening of the urbelieving Jews at Jerusalem so that the

. Apostles now- turned to the Gentiles (cf. Acts 13:46). While the

. dates of many events even in the New Testament are not exactly

. settled, we know that the persecution of the Christian Church at
Jerusalem began very early and Luther may be right in saying that
the hardening of the Jews set in at the end of the seventieth
week, or seven years after the Savior's ascension. With the re-
jection of Christ as the Messiah the millennialistic movement
among the Jews grew stronger and stronger, and this flnally brought
about Rome's destruction of Jerusalem.

, The explanation ‘just described, while it presents a number of '

5John Theodore Mueller, "Notes on the Seventy Weeks in Daniel's PropHecy_

9:24-27", Concord1a Theological Monthly, Vol. XVII (May, 1946), p
369.
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difficulties, is in keeping with Matt. 24:15-16, and was so under-
stood by the Christians at Jerusalem, who fled when they saw the
eagles of the Roman standards, regarded as objects of idolatrous
worship, encamped about Jerusalem. But let no one say that this
_or that explanation of the important prophecy, made about five hun-
dred years before the destruction of Jerusalem, is the only correct
one. Personally the writer prefers the second. Nevertheless let
us bear in mind that the destruction of Jerusalem will forever
stand as the symbol of the world's destruction and that the many
antichrists in Jerusalem foreshadowed the coming of the great Anti-
_christ, of whom St. Paul speaks in 2 Thess. 2. 0Only when we speak
of that Antichrist, let us use the sedes doctrinae which teach the
doctrine clearly and unmistakably.6 '

Luther, who, as Dr. Mueller indicates, accepﬁed this_undefstand—
ing of the seventy sevens, also pointed out that thelarrival at the fig-
ure of the 483 years can be shown also in the following way: from the |
second year of Darius tolthé time of Alexancer the Great was 145 years
(Metasthanes) ; from.Ale#ander the Great to the birth of Christ, 305
years (as historians witness); from the birth of Christ to his baptism,

_ thirty years; and from hislbabtism'to his dgafﬁ, three years. Luther
closes this section with the comment that it is truly a.marvel that even
infidel historians should so completely agree with Danie‘l.7 |

Dr. J. T. Mueller, although he preférs.the above interpretation,
also points‘out.that'"there'is not a single interpretation of this fa-
mous. passage which solves every problem that arises."8 Hé goes on to
ététe that "there.are fundamentglly two explanations of.Dan.>9:24—27
which satisfy not only the analogy of faith, bﬁt'also the majority of

readers."9 In addition to the above he indicates that there are those

61hid., pp 370 f.

' 7Dr. Martin Luther, Saemmtliche Schriften, Vol. !L,'Auélequng”des Alten
Testaments (St. Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1897),
col. 909, para. 37. Ce

8 IIbid., p 368.

John Theodore Mueller, op. cit., p 368.-



104
who explain the seventy sevens of verse twenty-four symbolically and
view them as covering the period from the time of Daniel's prophecy until
the day of judgment.lO
| In reading the text one has to be impressed by the Fréquency
with which the symbolic number seven recurs in the passage. The num-

ber seven is a number used in Scripture to denote completeness. Sev-

enty "sevens" would then be an adequaté - even an impressive - term
to denote the totality of the remainder of world history, without any

"need for assuming a divine manipulation of God's time-clock.

P. E. Kretzmann, in his'Pbpular'Comméntagy;ll.identifies the

~ seven "sevens" as the period extending from the timefof Daniel until
the coming of Christ, the seven sevens denoting ‘the completeness of :a
part of the whole (the later history of the 0l1d Testameht'in‘conﬁrast
.to the period froh.Daniel to the end of present human hiétory). The
siXty—two sevens he places.into the New'Testament period, identifying

_ this as the period during which the New Testament church is constructed

‘as a ”hdly temblerin the Lord.”12

At the end of the sixty-two sevens he

" further sees the great denial of Christ, which is oﬁe of the signs of |
~the_imhinencebof his final coming in judgment. The final‘ﬂseven;"
“which we might noté in passingvis significantly smaller than either the

period of the seven "sevens" cor the sixty-two "sevens," Kretzmann e-

quates with the Antichrist and the last days, ending in the vindication

1

11

Olbid., p 368 f.

Paul E. Kretzmann, Ph. D.;lD. D., Popular Commentary of the Bible (St.
Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1922), New Testament,
VYol. II, pp 626 f. L .

. . . . i

12506 Ephesians 2:20-22.

-
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of the Lord and his church by his coming and the final judgment. Sum-

marily, Kretzmann writes:

The prophecy thus sets forth the vicissitudes of the Church of
God, which would be relieved by the coming of the promised Mes-~
siah.. But even after His coming the congregation of saints would-
"be in fact a Church Militant, the great Roman Antichrist making
the first attack upon the Lord's forces and being supported in
‘the last days of the world by other antichristian elements fol-
“lowing his leadership, until the Lord will definitely and finally
. bring gestruction upon him and them at the time of the Great Judg-
ment. :

Dr. J, T. Mueller, in his "Notes on the Seventy Weeks in Dan-
____iel's Prophecy 9:24-27," wisely offers a two-fold caution. He observes:

- The one is that we do not permit ourselves to be drawn away from
the center to the periphery,-in other.words, from the discussion of .
important doctrines to such as are of minor significance, especial-
‘ly not to prophecies which at best can be explained only in a gen-
eral way. . . . The second caution is that we must not make any
passage a proof-text for some doctrine which manifestly is not a
sedes doctrinae. : : -

It seems rather obvious that Lindsey has taken undue liberties -
with this text by disrupting‘the‘seqUence oF'the‘sevénty sevens when he

concludes that after the events of the 483 years, "God's finger . . .

pushed in on the divine time-clock . . ., seven years short of the

15 and that "the minute the Israeli leader and the-

- promised 490 years"
Roman leader," the Antichrist, sign their pact, "God starts His great
1
timepiece which has seven allotted years left on it."‘s

Properly, Dr. J. T. Mueller says:

Theologians may err by not fully evaluating passages which indeed

13

14

Paul E. Kretzmann, op. cit., p 627.

John Theodore Mueller, QE:'EiE" p 368.
15 |

164a1 Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, op. cit., p 152.

Hal Lindsey, There's A New World Coming, op. cit., p 101.
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are prooftékts,vbut there is‘danger, too, that they may -be led to
‘twist certain passages to prove things which gstually they neither -
teach nor prove. This then becomes a case of

ATER Pﬁ 425’ that
is, of going beyond Scripture.l '

‘It is into this latter category into which fall Lindsey and those who

see in the seventieth ”Seven"-scripturai proof for the seven-year period

of tribulation.

Revelation Six to Nineteen and the Great Tribulation

'Chapters six through nineteen of the Book of Revelation and the -
: gréat_tribulation’are bound -together by Lindsey. In doing so he is in
Faét saying that almost two-thirds of the Book of ReVelation, fourteen
of twenty-two chapters, deal wifh a seven-year period of man's history,

known by millennialists as the great*tribuiation. Lindsey has this to

séy;

~ In Chapters 6 to 19 of the Book of Revelation we're given an
unfolding chronoclogical picture of a future seven-year period of
the greatest tribulation this earth will ever experience. This
"period is God's final countdown: for mankind, culminating in the
~personal, visible return of Jesus Christ to this earth to reclaim

it as His own possession.

The "Tribulation,” as this period is called, is well named, for
there will be sorrow and suffering on this earth such as man has
never known before and will never know again. These are the days
Jesus spoke of when He said that if He didn't return to end the
Tribulation there wouldn't be anyone left alive.18

Subsequently, Lindsey adds his own furthér explanation. .0One must as-

sume that he is speaking of Revelation chapter six, when he continues

somewhat later:

In this Chaptér of the Revelation, John be@ins to unfold the sober-
ing judgments of God that will begin the seven-year countdown until
" Jesus returns to the earth. The Book of Revelation presents these

' l7thn Theodore Mueller, op. . cit., p 368.

18Hal Lindsey, There's A New World Coming, oD. git., p 99.
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Tribulation judgments in three distinct series., They're presented
-in chronological order in Chapters 6 through 19 of the Revelation
and each.contains an unleashing of seven specific horrors, each
getting progressively worse. '

The first of these judgménts is depicted here in Chaptef 6 as the
breaking and unrolling of the seven-sealed scroll of God. Out of

it come the unforgettable Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse with
their reign of terror. '

AThé second series of God's outpoured wrath is signaled by the suc-

cessive sounding of seven trumpets. The earth itself is devastated

by these judgments.

The third series of de's punishments is unieashed by the pouring

out of seven bowls full of the wrath of God. These are the most

severe of,all.l9' T

:Lindsey's interpretatiqn of chapters six to nineteen of Revela-

tién is based on several faulty premises. Two of them are quite ob- - -
- vious. The one is tﬁat the Book of Revelation to Lindsey does not por-
- tray é:panoramic view of New Testament history. The other'ivaindsey's
scriptﬁfally‘anounded.position that God’s New Testament Tsrael is to
be identified with the Old Testament nation of Israel.

As we considerlmdre fully tHe first of these faulty'premises,
ong”needs byt take a lock at what is left in the Book of REVGiation’if
we restrict'chapters six to'nineteen to a seven-year périod of the
great tribulaﬁion; Fol;owing'the'introduction of chapter one John re;
cords for us the letters to the seven congregations of Asia Minor in
the second and ﬁhird chapters. jThe‘Fourfh chapte: presents what might
. be called a heavenly interlude hetween the seven letters and the pre-
sentation of the seven seals. Chapter five alfeady presents the écroll

sealed with seven seals and the Lamb who alone was WDrthy to bpen them.

Following the fourteen chapters which Lindsey assigns to a description

Prpig., pp 100 F
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of the great tribulation (chapters six to nineteen) is the thousand-
‘year reign of Christ of the millennialists in the twentieth chapter,
which follows the tribulation and the wrath of God. The closing chap-
ters, twenty-one and twenty-two, deécribe heaven, the period following
the millénnium, and then these chapters lay before God's people the
closing admonitions and encouragements in view of Christ's imminent
coming. It becomes rather obvious that with this kind of intérpreta—
tion of the Book of Revelation the Scriptures must be underétood to

- be silent on the affairs even of God's people for some nineteen hun-
dred years of New Testament hisﬁory..

Turning to the second obvious fallacy which underlies Lindsey's
iﬁterpretation of Revelation, it must belnoted that theré is an apparent -
féiluré to recognize the fact that the 0ld Testament church has flowed
_1nto and has become the New Testament church, and this in splte of such
. passages as 1 Peter 2:9: "But you are a chosen people, a royal priest-

. hood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God." ‘And lest one still in-
sists that Peter was in fact addressing himself to>Jews wh6 rightly. were’
by birth God's people, we note that he addresses these words to those |
who were called "out of darkness into his marvelous light"l(l Pe 2:9).
He, then, even reminds these Gentile Christians that "once you were not
a people, but now you are the people of God"b(l Pe 2:10). Lindéey goes
so far with this almost obsessive insisfence on the primary role of the
Jews és a nation in the final economy of God that he even identifies the
144,000 of Revelation seven as the exact number of Jewish converts dur-

ing the tribulation period, who thus become the tribulation saints.20

20This will be discussed in detail in chapter X.

-
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The 144,000 of Revelation fourteen is a symbolic numbnr_expressivé of
the sum total of the saints of God in heavenly glory. |

_ The Félse premises on which Lindsey bases his intgrpretation

of Revelation distort the very purpose and,thrustvof‘the book. The

Book of Revelation is intended to provide comfort for the Christian in
the midst of the trials and tribulations of life. From the beginning

| of the book to its end we see the exalted Christ as he tfiumphantly

rules and protects his church to his praise in the many and severe tri-

_ _als she is called upon to bear. Each of the seven sections of the book

"either begins or ends with -a' glimpse into heaven and a view of the tri-
umphant Chriéti Several of the sections have such a _heavenly interlude
at both the beginning and the end.

_ Thus the Book of Revelation was intended tn serve every Chris-
tian of every age in the New Testament period; It indeed contains |
:strong admonitions against unbelief and rejection of Christ, but it
‘also brings to the Christian who is enduring difficulties and hardships
at the nandé of the dévil, the world and perhaps even his own sinful
flesh a message of'encoufagement, confort and assurance. iNo matter how
- hopeless our circumstances may -seem to be, no matter th nad}the world
situation may anpéar tq be on the surface, the Christian is éonstantly
reminded in the Book of Revelation that thus, on the one hand; it wiil
be inia'pérverSE'and dying world. GOn the other hand, the book reminds
us that the same Chfist, who has all power in heaven and on earth (Mt
28:18), still rules - yes, even over the kingdoms of this world - as

he with his divine wisdom and his divine love protects and’leads_his

church safely into the heavenly kingdom.
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The "Latter Days"

A proper understanding of the term nlatter days" or "last days" |
is hebessaryi%t this point if one is to gain a fuller insight into the

way in which most millennialists-interppet the prophecies of Scripture.

A Theological Word Book of the Bible says:-

The word 'last' can be used in both testaments 'in a non-theologic-
al meaning (e.g. last words, II Sam. 23.1; last farthing, Matt.
25.8), but in conjunction with the word 'day'.or 'time(s)' it de-
velops an increasingly rich theological significance.  In the 0T
. it begins (as 'latter! or 'last! ‘days) by indicating the farthest
remove in time conceivable to a certain individual (e.g. Abraham,

. Gen. 49.1), and while this usage persists a long time, it becomes

clear when the phrase is used in a Messianic prophecy that a new
eschatological meaning has been attained (e.g. Isa. 2.2=Micah 4.1).
There is another theological usage in the phrase 'first and last',
which is used secularly by the Chronicler to express all the acts
of a king (e.g. II Chron. 9.29), but theologically by a Deutero-
Isaiah to indicate the sole sovereignty of God (Isa. 44.6). In
" the NT.these uses are reflected, though, as our investigation
leads us to expect, the last days are.there identified both with
the time contemporary with the events reported (e.g. Acts 2.17;
_ of. also Jesus' identification of the resurrection of the last day
" with his own presence in history in John 11.24,25), and with a
time of preparation for the final consurmation (II Tim. 3.1, etc.)
as well as with the final manifestation of Christ (John 6.40; 1
Pet. 1.5). Another use of the word is in the distinction between
the first and the last Adam (I Cor. 15.45), by which the paral-
lels and the differences between Adam and Christ are drawn.

The above quotation then continues in the following summary:

" Clearly this variety of NT usage shows that the 'last' time of
God's decisive action began in Jesus Christ (the kairos whose
duration is not yet exhausted) and will end in its own 'last .

. times' or 'days' which will herald the approach of the 'last day'
in which Christ shall be finally revealed.

By the nature of their_theoiogical position and the passages

which they must use to sﬁpport their views the millennialist must of

2%& Theological Word Bodk_gﬁ theABible,_edited by Alan Richardson, D. D.
~ (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1955), pp 264 f. :

221hid., p 265.
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necessity rejeét this interpretation of the expression "latter days"
or "last times." The following quotation from Hal Lindsey will illus-

trate this:

Dr. Kac, a Jewish medical doctor and noted Bible scholar, sums it
up this way: "The phrase 'latter days' -always. refers im the' 0ld
Testament to the time of Israel's final and -complete natiocnal re-
storation and spiritual redemption."23
That Lindsey himself has accepted the position of Dr. Kac is evident
-when he states in connection with Ezekiel thirty-eight:
Several times in the prophecy it is ascribed to "the latter years"
- (Ezekiel 38:8) and "the latter days," which have been previously. .
noted (Ezekiel 38:16). These are definite terms which denote the
time just preceding and including the events which will be cli-

maxed by the second advent of Jesus Christ, who will come this
. time as the "reigning Messiah" to set up God's promised Kingdom.

24
This same faulty basis undergirds much of millennial theology

and reéults in the erroneous position that what the Scriptures have to -
séy about the entire New Testament‘period must bg compressed into a
period-of time of short duration at the veryAclose of Human history

and of the Christian era. 'And‘this is done even -in spite of such cleaf
‘indications}as that of Peter, when on the day of Pentecost he quoted a
pfophecy of Joel (2:28-32) that was td be fulfilled "in the last days"
(Ac 2:17) and explains that what those whﬁ had seen and héard the e-

'vents of that day were experiencing was in fact the fulfilment of that

'very prophecy of Joel (Ac 2:16).
The Antisemitic Forces and the Tribulation

" With this proper view of "the latter days" one can more easily

23

241pid., p 60.

Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, op. cit., p 51.
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'understand the reason why the millennialists in: our day try to find
historical applications for those passages of Seripture which symbolic-
ally portray the enemies of the church throughout fhe New Testament
period. To fhem the enemies referred to in these passages are only
those who will oppress God's people (and remember that to them this

refers to the nation of Israel) during the period of the great tribuQ

lation.

From a millennial point of.view the enemiesLthus become the
antisemitic forces, mentioned earlier inrchapter VI,25 which would
supposedly plague Israel as a nation during the period of the tribu-

" lation. Hal'Lindsey, as he $peaks of these antisemitic forces, says:

WAt the time of the end the king of the south shall attack him
(Israeli leader)" (Daniel 11:40a). N

We have identified the characters of this passage. The Arab-
African confederacy headed by Egypt (King of the South) laurnches
an invasion of Israel. This fatal mistake spells their doom and
begins the Armageddon campaign. " . . .'but the king of the north

* shall rush upon him (the Israeli leader) like a whirlwind, with
chariots (mechanized army) and horsemen (cavalry), and with many
ships" (Daniel 11:40b). . . .. '

* Russia and her allies use this occasion to'launch an -invasion of
the Middle East, which Russia has longed to do since the Napole-
onic wars. FEzekiel 38 describes the development of this great

_ Russian force, and its plan to attack Israel. . ..

The Russians will make a great tactical blunder by invading Is-
~rael. They will construe the defensgéess posture of Israel, who
will be trusting in the Antichrist's“" protection, as an oppor-
tunit¥7to finally conquer the great land bridge of the Middle

East. : : ‘

,25For a detailed preséﬁtétion of the various "tribulation confedera-
cies" see pp 69 f. ' '

26116 reign of Antichrist is coincidental with the beginming and pro- -
gress of the great tribulation according to many millennialists. -
See pp 70 f; also the quotation from Lindsey on p 4.

‘27Hai Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, op. cit., pp 153 f.
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Wheh the Russians invade the Middle East with amphibious and
mechanized land forces, they will make a "blitzkrieg" type of
of fensive through the area. . . . '

The might of the Red Army is predicted. It .will sweep over the

Arab countries as well as Iswvael in a rapid assault over to Egypt
to secure the entire land bridge. It is at this point that Rus-
sia double-crosses the United Arab Republic leader, Egypt. . . .

The Russian force will retrace its steps from Egypt to consoli-
date for a counter-attack in Israel. The Russians will be alarmed
at the news of the Roman Dictator mobilizing forces around the
world to put down this breach of peace. Apparently it will sur-
prise the Russian leader who underestimated the revived Roman Em-
pire's will to fight.

It is conjecture on this writer's part, but it appears that the

" Oriental powers, headed by Red China, will be permitted to mobil-" """~

ize its vast army by the Roman Dictator, thinking that they would
be loyal to him against Russia. However, the Orientals will even-
tually double-crgss him, and move a 200 million‘man'army against
the Antichrist.? *

The Russian force will establish command'headquarters on Mount
Moriah or the Temple area in'Jerusalem. e e

As the Russian commander confidently prepares to meet the forces
. of the .revived Roman Empire in Palestine, he seeks to utterly de-
stroy the Jewish people. . . . Perhaps no other great army of
history has ever been so totally destroyed as this one will be.2?
- Lindsey gathers most of his tribulation theology - with con-
siderable embellishment, we might add - from Ezekiel 38 and 39, Daniel
. 11:40-45 and Joel 2:20. Emphasis has already been laid on the fact
© that millennialists fail to recognize the New Testament Israel to be
identical with the New Testament church.30 It is this basie misinter-
pretation which, in turn,'causes the misinterpretation of the passagés
they use to support the various details of their position.

It does not take a prophet to'sée in our world situation at the

present time the possibility of the events,which.Lindsey portrays actu-

2810id., pp 157 F. . 2Ibid., p 160. - >USee chapter VI, pp 75 ff.
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ally happening,zif some 6F Lindsey's details are overiooked for the
moment. One need but keep abreast of the development of*the world
. situation to know that the Middle East is indeed a hot-bed which could

explode aﬁ a mament's notice, possibly plunging the world into an un-
precedented cqnfrontation of military forces.
The quesfion before us, however, is not whether these things
‘can or will happen, buf whether these things are actually prophetically
"told us in the Scriptures. :Are fhese events oécurring in order that
,"::Scripture might be,fulfilled,rorAarp the millennialists,rsuch ?S,Li”df,
sey, taking today's situation and imposing it upon the Scriptures?
| ’To answer this question we must look at the details in L.ind-
sey's portrayal of the tribulation perlod These details becomé the
essentlal parts of hlS position, because these are the very things-
whlch he insists are portrayed in the proph801es of_Scrlpture. “When
_this is done, however, we discover that he bases his position on state-
ments whlch are not in harmony w1th the Word of God. That Lindsey‘s
_approach 1nvolves such an 1m0051t10n of history on the Scriptures be-
comes clearly ‘evident when, after an analysis of what is happening in
the world today, he himself admits:
All this caused me to become a "prophecy Freak " trying to find-
out whether the Bible has anything to say about this dilemma.
.+ . . Besides, if we are headed toward an obvious climax in his-
tory, there must be something in the Bible about it.’!
When the passages which_Lindsey uses to establish the prophetic

character of today's historical events are examined in the light of

‘the whole of.Scrihture, one sees quite a different thrust presented

31Hal Lindsey, The World's Final Hour (Grand Rapids, Mlchlgan' Zonder—
~ van Publishing House, 1971), pp 14 f.
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than that which'lLindsey holds to be true. Bearing in'mind that 0ld
“festament Israel as the people of fod becomes the New Testament church
and'that the "latter times" refer to God's final dispensation in humao'
.history, namely, the whole New Testament period, one gains an entirely’
different perapeotive than that of Lindsey -and, it might be added,

one that is ih full agreement with the whole tenor of Scripture. _

| ThroughoUt her history thelland of Israel has been a politicalf

. football. Because of her strategic p031tlon - the "land brldge " as
: Lindsey calls it, between north and south - she has been involved in
an ongoing sequence of one war after another. Her potentlal enemies
have always lived in the north, south and-east; the.Mediterranean Sea
provided somewhat of a natural barrier -on the west. - How natural; in
01d Testament prophecy eSpe01ally, to use these same terms and circum-
stances, with which God's people in the Old Testament were so familiar,
.as the Framework for portraying the circumstances which God's people
';Zwould experience in the New Testament era! Ezekiel, for example,.is

-Saying that God's people in the latter times will;still be hemmed in.

" by the enemy, even that the hostility of these forces would become more
intenae. But there is also the word ot_comtort which God oives to his
-people in this, that his judgment will ultimately befall all of the
antichristian forces that would "take their stand and . .'.'gather
agalnst the Lord and against his Anointed One" (Pa 2:2).
| What is happening in the world today is indeed foretold in the
7f pages of holy Scripture, but 1) in a far more general way than Lindsey
would have us belleve, 2) w1th the scrlptural focus on the church
rather than the nation of Israel, and. 3) as a. part of the trlbulatlon_

which the saints of God must endure in thlu life - possibly even of the

-
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last great tribulation, which intensifies as the Lord's coming draws
closer - but not as a prelude to alscripturélly determined seven-year

period of tribulation.
Three and One-Half/Three and One-Half -

A word needs to be said yet regarding the mid-point of the
‘seven-year tribulation period. For some millennialists this merely
'marks the beginning of that section of the tribulation period which
theyrfefer to as the wrath of God. Most millennialists.pfmquprdgyrgsf"
sociaté the "abomination of desolation" of Daniel 9:27 with this event.
In addition, the mid-tribulationists place'the rapture of theichurch
‘at this poiﬁt ih-their millennial framework. |

j Sharrit has this to say on the tribulation mid-pﬁint:'

- We know, -from the Prophet Daniel, that the Anti-Christ shall "con-

 firm the covenant with many for one week: and -in the midst of the

_week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and
for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate"
(Daniel 9:27). So, the Anti-Christ will make a covenant with the

. Jews for seven years, and in the midst of the seven years (3%
years) he shall break it. This will probably be also when he will "
sit "in the temple of ‘God showing himself that he is God," which
the Jews will not accept. :

This, now as we have seen, must happen before the rapture of the
Church. It appears as if when this does happen, and this scrip-
fure is fulfilled, then the Lord Himself will come "in clouds of * -
Heaven, with power and great glory," to rapture away His Church.
Then, the "great tribulation" period of about 3% years will be
over. Remember, the Anti-Christ will only reign for 3% years;

then will come the awful "Wrath of God" upon the Anti-Christ, sin-
ners and unbelievers for about 3% years. Then, the Lord will come
again on His white horse, with the armies of Heaven also on white
horses, for the great Battle of Armageddon.

32.John T. Sharrit, Soon—Coming'Wbrld—Shaking Events (Phoenix, Arizona:
Christian Missionary Society, 1978), p 204. - '
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The subject of the Antichrist was presented earlier in chap~
' tef'VI;S} The difficulty facing most millennialists, as pointed out in
the earlier references, is that they fail to recognize the scriptural
Antichrist as being the papal system with an unbroken sequence of in-
‘dividuals; rather, they insist that he is one specific'person. This
" fact celors their theology and forces postponement of the manifestation
of the Antichristvuntil the tribulation period. -Thus from the millen-
nlal point: of view placing the reveldtlon oF him who "opposes and ex-
alts himself over everything that is called God or is worshipped, and '
~ even sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming hlmself to be God"

(2 Th 2: 4) at the mid-point of the tribulation becomes a convenlent
and,AFor them, a logical explanation of what will happen after three
and one-half years. | |

In view of the nature of the prophecies of Scripture, however,
one ought to expect symbolic and Figuretive'languaée. Seven, - denoting
completeness, is expressive of the totality of a unit. - Three and one-
half, denotlng incompleteness, must be ‘understood simply to 1ndlcate
‘somethlng which occurs during the course of the unlt without neces- -
sarily pln—polntlng the exact mid-point.

Seven days or one week 1ndlcates that it is a complete period,
but of short duration. From the standpoint of God, with whose revela-
tion we are dealing and with whom "a day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like a day" (2 Pe 3:8), the tribulation of the

 saints through the New Testament_period is sho;t. Even from the stand-

point of the individual Christian the time for tribulation for him dur-

?35ee pp 73-80.
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. ing his lifeﬁimé here on earth is in fact brief, compared to the end-
less ages of eternity in glory with God and his Christ. This under-
standing is confirmed by Jesus himself when he told hiS'discipies: "In
a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little‘while
' yOU'will.see‘me" (Jn 16:16). It is the same Jesus, the Lord éf the

. Church, who comfortingly assures his péople at the close of the Book

of Revelation: "Yes, I am coming soon" (Re 22:20)!

Sharrit has this to say on the wrath of God and the battle of

’
1

_Armageddon:

‘The "Wrath of God" does not begin until after -the opening of the
 6th Seal! The words "Wrath of God" are not mentioned in the Book
of Revelation until at the opening of the 6th Seal. However, it
is mentioned many times after that, up to the Battle of Armaged-

don. o

The "Wrath of God" does not take place on Earth until after the
myrath of Satan," known as the Great Tribulation, is all over.
The "wrath of Satan" is his last effort against the Church of Je-
 sus Christ. The Christians will-all be raptured, and taken into

heaven, before the "Wrath of God" begins! The wrath of Satan is

-against the Christians, whereas, the "Wrath of God" is against

the world of sinners and unbelievers!

At the opening of the é6th Seal, the sinners and unbeiievers all
gsee Jesus Christ, coming on His Throne! They are in total de-
ision! They will see then that the Bible is true!’%
Sharrit,then quotes Revelation 6:15—17. These verses portray
the reaction on earth among those who have rejected the grace.of God
in his Son, Jesus Christ. »Sharrif stresses particulérly verse seven-

teen by ﬁnderscoring it. Verse seventeen reads: "For the great day

" of their wrath is come, and who can stand?"

gharrit, op. cit., p 297.
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Subsequently, Sharrit continues in his description:

At the opening of the 8th Chapter, of the Baok of Revelation, the
“7th Seal is opened! There is silence in heaven for the space of
half an hour! THEN! - begins the outpouring of the "Wrath of God"
upon the Earth! - such Wrath that is almost staggering!35

In passing, it should be noted once again that Sharrit, as he
presents "God's Schedule for the future," divides the final week (seven
years) of Daniel 9:27 into a three-and-a-half year period for the great

tribulation and equates the second three-and-a-half year period with
the wrath of God.>®

It has been 5oinfed 5Q£reafiiéfrQiéhfconsi&éréﬁlerempﬁésié i——r—
that millennialisfs'insist upon what fhey call a 1iteral interpreta-
tionof Scripture.37v Worthy of ﬁote>ﬁere is the fact that.in using
the sixth seal-and Revelation 6:15-17 as his féferences, Sharrit has

} simply‘by-passed the words of verses twelve to fourteen, wﬁere we find
portrayed by John the actﬁél opening of the sixth seal. These verses

read:

1 watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earth-
quake. The sun turned black like sackeloth made of goat hair,
the whole moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to
earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong
wind. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every moun-
‘tain and island was removed from its place (Re 6:12-14).

This is a re-echoing of what the Savior himself told his disciples in
 Matthew twenty-four, where Jesus, citing the 0ld Testament, says;

Immediately after the distress of those days "the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will
fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken." At
that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and
all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son
of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great
glory. And he will send his angels with & loud trumpet call, ard

361hid., p 273.  °'See especially pp 5 ff.

21bid., p 298.
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they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of
the heavens to ‘the other -(Mt 24:29-31).

When these words of Christ are placed alongside of the words of
John in Revelation 6:12-14, it becomes obvious that both are speaking
of the same‘dramaﬁic event. That event is the final coming of Christ
for the judgment of the world. This indeed will be an.oUtpouringiof
the‘wrath of Gad upon the unbelieving world. However, the Scriptures
themselves mgke it cleaf Qith the‘concomitant eruptions of nature that
Vﬂjchrist‘srcomingrin his wrath marksrﬁhe eqd.of time. if one will but
" allow the Word to speak for itself, cne must come to the conclusioﬁr |
.,that what is presented here is far more than just another step in the
.histofy of man, even when we place it near the end.'.This is the bbvi-
ous fallacy of millennialists such as Sharrit, who sees these events
as thé-threshold.into a new period of three and a half years' duration,
which they call the:wrath of God, followed by the battle of Armageddon,
the millenniuh, and then the great whité thrﬁne judgment; all of this
before they finally reach the end of time. |

Deseribing the béttle of Armageddon, which Sharrit calls "In-

vasion from Space," he states:

The Battle of Armageddon is a battle between Satanic worldly ar-.
mies and Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The armies of the nations
of the world will gather in Palestine, with the Anti-Christ World
Ruler as their leader, to make war against Jesus Chtist, as He re-
turns from heaven on a white horse, with the armies of heaven on
white horses. No doubt they will have all of their nuclear weap-
ons, guided missiles, and every other imaginable weapon, huging
that they will be able to kill Jesus Christ, as He returns. 8

To support his position Sharrit cites Revelation 16:13-16 and

19:11-20:3. The former.reads as follows:

*Bsharrit, op. cit., p 307.
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X .

Then I saw three evil spirits:that looked like frogs; they came
out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and
out of the mouth of the false prophet. They are spirits of demons
performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the
“whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of

“God Almighty. "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who

' stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go
naked and be shamefully exposed." Then they gathered the kings
together to the place that. in Hebrew is called Armageddon (Re 16:

- 13-16).
Revelation 19:11-20:3 reads as follows;

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
. whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justiece he judges
and makes war. -His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his ‘head
are many crowns. He has a name written on-him that no one but he
himself knows. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his
name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, -
riding on white horses and dressed in fine liren, white and clean.
Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down
the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his
robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND

LORD OF LORDS.

)

And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice
to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the
great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, gen-
erals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh
of all people, free and slave, small and great."

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies
gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and
his army. But the beast was captured, and with him the false pro-
phet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With
these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the
beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive
into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. The rest of them were ‘
killed with the sword that came out:of the mouth of the rider on
_ the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to
 the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the.
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and
‘locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the na-
tions any more until the thousand years were ended. After that,
he must be set free for a short time (Re -19:11-20:3).

. Subsequently Sharrit addé:this-note:

You wili notice that the World Ruler and the False Prophet were
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cast into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.. At the end of
the one thousand year reign of Christ upon the Earth, Satan him-
self will also be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where
the World Ruler and the False Prophet are, and shall be tormented
day and night forever and ever. You see here the absolute proof
of ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOR THE DEVIL (SATAN), THE WORLD RULER AND

. THE FALSE PROPHET. At the Great White Throne Judgment, "whosoever
was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake
of fire" which is the SECOND DEATH for all sinners and unbe-
-lievers!’” o ‘

Lindsey for one is a part of thét group'oF millennialists which
disagrees with Sharrit's statement that "tﬁe Battle of Armageddon is
- not a battle between'ﬁations,'as most people believe."40 In describ-
'ihg what he céils "The Greatest Battle of All Time;" Lindsey sayé:

With the United Arab and African armies neutralized by the Rus-
sian invasion, and the consequent complete annihilation of the Rus-
sian foreces and their homeland, we have only two great spheres of
power left to fight the final climactic battle of Armageddon: the
combined forces of the Western civilization united under the lead-
ership of the Roman Dictator®l and the vast hordes 8? the Orient
praobably united under the Red Chinese war machine.4

Later, in -answer to the question, "What and Where Is Afmaged—
" don?" Lindéey writes:

Armageddon is a byword used through the centuries to depict the
horrors of war. Dr, Seiss sums up its true significance as fol-
lows: "Harmageddon (Armageddon) means the Mount of Megiddo, which
has also given its name to the great plain of Jezreel which belts
across the middle of the Holy Land, from the Mediterranean to the
Jordan. The name is from a Hebrew root which means to cut off, to

slay; and a place of slaughter has Megiddo ever been. "43

Lindsey refers to Joel 3:9-14, in which the prophet speaks of this same

| valley under the name of the valley of Jehoshaphat. The passage reads:

39bid., p 310.  *OIbid., p 307.

— —

41The Antichrist in Lindsey'é theology.

42Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, op. cit., p 162

431bid., pp 163 f.
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Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war! Rouse the war-
riors! Let all the fighting men draw near and attack. Beat your

~ plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears. Let
the weakling say, "I am strong!" Come quickly, all you nations
from every side, and assemble there. Bring down your warriors, O
Lord! '"Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley
of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on
every side. Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come,
trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats over-
'flow - so great is their wickedness!" Multitudes, multitudes in
the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the
valley of decision (J1 3:9-14). .

Lindsey then continues:
‘Joel reveals that it is in this‘very.place that the Messiah will |
destroy the armies of the world and establish his kingdom of true

peace and everlasting happiniss.. He also confirms the world-wide
asgsemblage of armies there.% ’

Subsequently, Lindsey adds this closing comment :
As the battle of Armégeddoh‘reaches its awful climax and it appears
. that all life will be destroyed on earth - in this very momept
Jesus Christ will return and save man from self-extinction.

. When discussing the battle of Armageddon there is obviously a-
lack of unanimity among the millennialists as to who the contestants
will be in this great.battle. On-:the other- hand, millennialists do
associate this battle with the Valley of Jezreel, or Jehoéhaphat,-and.

the mountain (Hebrew, har) of Megiddo (Har Megiddo assuming the form

-tHarmageddbn, or Armageddon). However, the primary concern ought to be

what. the Scriptures say about this battle and how its statements are to

be understood.
The battle of Armageddon symbolically depicts the last and final

death struggle of all of the antichristian forces "against the Lord and

‘against his Anointed One" (Ps 2:2) under the tutelage of Satan himself.

44 45

Ibid., p 164. Ibid., p 168.

—
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He it is that jives them their direction, their power, their support and
their delusive hope of final victory.

- The biblical refefence for the battle of Armageddon is Revela-
tion 16:16: "Then‘they gathered the kings together té the place that in
Hebrew is called Armageddon." Two verses earlier John states: "They go
out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the'béttle on
* the great day of GodlAlmighty" (Re 16:14). All of the forces of the
unbelieving world are assembled in this: final, climactic attempt to
,,overthrow,Christ and to avoid what they now:know to be real and immi-
‘nent, the final Judgment | | ”

Who is it that gathers. these kings and their forces together? '
John tells us in verse thirteen: "Then I saw three evil SplrltS that
‘ lDDked:likevfrogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out df the
mouth of the beasf and out of the moﬁth-of_the false prophet." John
speaks of the dragon,ithe first beast and anbthér beast. He identifies
~ the dragon as "that ancient serpent called the devil or Satan, who leads
the whole world astray" (RellZ:O). " The %irst beast and the other beast -
he identifies in‘chapter'thirteen. They represent the sum total of ail
antichristian forces aligned together under Satan in order to accomplish
the overthrow of Christ and his people. - |

Thus it is the Antichrist, who exercises power and authority
from Satan (Re 13:2), who,is the ipitiating and coordinating force .
behind the gathering togefher of the kings of the world in the.battle
of'Armageddon. For the comfort of God's people, however, dohn, writ-
ing by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, announces the certainty of
- God's vicfory'with the pouring.out of- the seventh bowl and the subse-

quent announcement, "It is done!" (Re 16:17). The battle is over. The

-
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" futile attempts to overthrow God and his Christ are to no avail. No
sooner is the announcemeht of thé ultimate vicfory of tﬁe'Almighty God
"proclaimed than the description of the judgment is given (Re 16;18-
'21). What a blessed and reassuring comfort’ for God's people that ndt

everi the gates of hell shall prevail against his church (Mt 16:18)!



CHAPTER IX
THE MILLENNIUM AND REVELATION TWENTY
The Millennium

Written upon the cornerstone oF the United Nations- building is a
quotation of a part of a prophecy. ‘It reads: " . . . they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not 1lift up sword against nation, neither

~ shall they learn war any more" (Isalah 2:4), s

This is a noble thought and has been quoted often by men who seek

- peace for this troubled weorld. There-is a problem in the phrase,
however, and we believe this is why the United Nations will never
bring a lasting peace to the world. This quotation has been taken
out of context. The meaning of the passage speaks of the time
when the Messiah would reign over the earth out of Jerusalem and
judge between nations in a visible, actual, and historic Kingdom
of God on earth. The people of the earth will come to the Lord

- in that day and ask Him to teach them His ways. Knowledge of God

_will be universal (Isaiah 2:3). This is the era for which Jesus
taught us to pray in the Lord's Prayer, " . . . Thy:-kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10).

With these words Lindsey begins_What he calls "The Main EVent."
Indeed, the millennial kingdom is the ultimate goal of millennial the- -
ology. In addition to basing his portrayal of the millennium on Isaiah
two; Lindsey refers to Psalm 11C:1 and Daniel 7:13-14 in the following
" manner: ‘ |
Jesus dared to be the One who would fulfill two of the best-known
prophecies concerning the Messiah's coming in glory to rule the
earth. The first is from the Psalms, predicted before 1000 B.C.:

“The Lord (God, the Father) said unto my Lord (God, the Son),
Sit thou at my right hand, until' I make thine enemies thy foot-

lHal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth (Grand Raplds, Mlchlgan Zon-
dervan Publlshlng House, 1970), pp 169 f.
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stool." (Psalm 110:1).

The second is.from Daniel, predicted about 550 B.C.: "I saw in
the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kipgdom that which shall not be de-
stroyed" (Daniel 7:13, 14 KIV).2"

The initial verses of Isaiah chapter two speak of "the last
days." In'the.pfevious chapter detailed reference was made to the
fact that this expression refers especially to the Messianic age -
the whole New Testament period3 and ié not ofrnécéssity a reference to
the final period immediately precedihg the -end of time and the judg-
ment of Christ upon the unbelieving world. |

" From his reference to the Lord's Prayer and the second and
third petitions Lindsey provides an excellent illustration of the man-
ner in which millennialists allow this perversion of the Scriptures in
regard to the millennium to color their interpretation of all of Scrip-
tufe., Jesus is referring in thé second ‘petition of the Lord's Prayer
to the coming of his kingdom of grace into the hearts of men as ﬁhey
embrace him as their Lord and Savior. There is no indication in the
-.text, in the context, or in the whole of Scripture that Jesus is here
“Focusing:our attention on a millennial, earthly kingdom. His state-
ment that the kingdom of God.comes unnoticed and is to be found within
‘us (Lk 17:21) precludes the kind of kingdom that Lindsey portrays.

_Likewise, the reference to Psalm 110 focuses on the exaltation

of Christ, which begins with his descent into hell to proclaim his vic-

tory over sin, death and the devil, not with his establishment of an

21bid., p 172.  “See pp 110 ff. | ]
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earthly reign of a thousand years. What is described iﬁ Psalm lld:l
.points to the reign of Christ which has been gding on since that event
took pléce almost two thousand years ago.

We agree with Lindsey that there is a connection between Psalm
110:1 and Danielv7:l3-14, but not the connection which Lindsey asserts.
Already at_the'time of his ascension into heaven Jesus declared: "All
authority in héaven and on earth has been given to me" (Mt 28:18);
Thus also here the point in time when "the Son.of man'" was given‘"do—
minién, and glory, and a kingdom" was at the very beginning of his
state of exaltation and the exercise of that "dominion,_and»glory, and
"a kingdom" extends throughout the New Testament period, culminaﬁing in
fhe "dominion, and glory, and a kingdom" which he will exercise through-
.outvéternity in his heavenly kingdom. |

A word must yet be said on Lindsey's reference to_ISaiah 2:3
and the universality of the knowle&ge,of God. Isaiah speaks in a simi-
’iar vein in chapter eleven, where he writes: "for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea" (v. 9)
ana, again, in chapter fifty-four: "All ybur sons ‘will be ﬁaught'by
the~Lofd"_(v. 13). Jeremiah, likewise, speaks.of this same, universal
'knowledge,of God when hé pens the words of the Lord: "they will all
know me, from thé least of them.tb the greatesf" (Jr 31:34). The .
question is not whether,.5ut wﬁen and how, this wiil 06cur; Thé anéwer
Jesus‘himself gives us when he, even referring to these énd‘similar
prophecies, declares: "It is written in the propheté: 'They will all
bé taught by God.".Evéryone who listens to the Father‘and learns from
‘him comes to me" (JIn 6:45). Thus the SaQior instructs us that prophe-

cies such as these are fulfilled as the gospel spreads and men are

-
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brought to faith in him. Professor Wilbert Gawrisch says: "The earth
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord because the Gospel of Christ

will be carried to the ends of the earth."4

John L. Bensoﬁ.sees the vindication of Christ and the Gospel
in a millennial reign of Chfist on earth, rather than-an eternal vin-
dication of the saints in the bliss of heaven with the unbelieving -
world in the agonies of hell. He writes:

- History héé a goal and . . . is moving purposefully in a prede-
signed direction. History is going someplace, and all of the
- seeming contradictions and paradoxes fit into an intelligent _

plan. .« . .

~ All things are moving purposefully toward one climactic era in
. which Christ will figure as the Lord of history. History will
reach its grand consummation at a time when Christ unites Heaven
and earth under one government and brings earth into harmony with
Heaven. . . .

Historical circumstances sirrounded His rejection; historical cir-
cumstances will surround His ultimate exaltation. History was the
context of His redemptive work, and history will be the context

of His Messianic work. As history was the witness of His suffer-
ings, so shall history become the witness of His glory. . .

The historical vindication of Christ will require a thousand
years. .. . World conditions will eontinue’to deteriorate until
Christ intervenes. At that time He will rectify political, so- .
‘ecial, economic, and ecclesiastical wrongs and _preserve peace,
justice, and prosperity for a thousand years.- o

Premillernialism is pessimistic about the outcome of the church
age, but it is optimistic about the outcome of history, for-it
believes the coming of Christ will introduce a Golden Age of his-

. tory - the dispensation of' the fulness of time. It maintains

. that all history has been moving toward this final epoch in his-

_ tory in which Christ will solve every human dilemma and restore
Planet Earth to Edenic beauty, productivity, and harmony. This 1is

,4Wilbert R. Gawrisch, Eschatological Prophecies and Current Misinter--
- pretations (Mequon, Wisconsin, n. p.). p 32.

5John»L. Benson, The Future Reign‘gﬂ Christ Ei Planet Farth (Denver,
Colorado: Micro-Books, 1974), pp 5 ff. - '
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the millennial hope. . . .

The premillennial view of the goal of history is the view of the
0ld Testament prophets. Isaiah 2:4 envisions a time of inter-
‘national peace under the administration of Israel's Messiah. Isa-
iah 9:6, 7 anticipates the increase and perpetuity of the Davidic
government as executed by the divine Son. Isaiah 11:3-5 predicts
the triumph of righteousness, equity, and justice. Isaiah 11:6-8

_pictures the return of Edenic conditions among brute creatures.

" Isaiah 35:1, 2 describes the reclamation of desert wastes. Isa-
iah 35:5, 6 anticipates a time when physical defects will be non-
existent. Isaiah 60:1-5 looks forward to the salvation of the

. Gentiles on a universal scale. :

It is easy to duplicate these prospects in all of the prophets.
The point is, the 0ld Testament prophets held a view of history

" which looked to the coming of-the Messiah as the only solution
to the present crises and chaos. At His coming they believed He
would elevate Israel to political supremacy over the nations; He

" would restore the social -order; He would introduce ecclesiastical
changes; He would dispense equa% justice. And He would initiate
a lasting peace and prosperity. :

" One who listens @o what the Bible has £0‘say-must agree with
Benson in many of the pointsvwhich.he makes. There is indeed purpose
" to and a goal for all of history. All thihgs are headed for a climax
with divine design. - This will occur, however, wﬁen Christ comes again
“to ring down the chtéin on the final act of this wdrld's hiétbry as
we knoWAif, not, aé Benson supposes, in the establishment of a millen-
nial reign of Christ here on earth. Benson becomes guilty of trans-
Fefring thg perfect, eternal society of heaven to a thousand;yéér per-
© jod in which there will be an almost perfect society on earth, made up

solely of Christians, a supposition which has no basis whatever in the

Word of God. In addition, Benson is guilty of postponing the Scrip-

C tural'portrayal of the entire New Testament period until the time -of

the millennial reign of Christ.

 OIbid., pp 11 f.
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Benson, it would seem, has lost sight of the fact that we'in
the New Testament are.already living in a "climactic gra" which began
with the coming of Christ in the flesh, which was the real fulness of
time (Ga~4?4 KJV), his redemptive work by both his active and passive
obedienee and his subsequent exaltation. On the cross he accomplished
"all that was necessary for man's salvation, "for by one sacrifice he has
made perfect forever those who are being made holy" (He 10: 14) By his
resurrection from the dead he proved his divine power over sin and death
and even hell itself. ~Throughout. this entire New,Testaﬁentrperiod
Christ has been relgnlng as the Lord of history. This is not a Fene—
‘tion that has-been-delayed to the time of an imaginary: earthly relgn
oF-Christ. To illustrate, Paul, for example, is not speaking of some
" future "climactic era" when Christ w1ll become "the Lord of history";
he is speaking of a past appointment and an on-golng function in a
present "climactic era" when he writes to the _phe81ans of the exalted
Christ: "God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be
head over everythlng for the church, -ﬁisvbody; the fulness of him who
fills everything in evevy way" (Eph 1:22, 23).

It is disturbing to note how Benson defers not only this role
of Christ as Lord of history to a m1llennlal kingdom, but other as-
| pects of theISav1or s life and work as well. Chrlst s "ultimate exal-
tation" he projects into the future. But Ged has'alreadx."exalted him
to the highest place and gave him the name that is above everyrname"
(Php 2;9).' It seems obvious that Benson is afflicted with a fapatical
' blindness when he even separates Chrisf's "redemptive work" from his
.fMeSSianic'work" by placing-Jesus':WOrk as Savior into the historical

past, but his work as Messiah into the future. Such a dichotomy is

P
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unfortunate and confusing, to say the least. As the Anointed One; the
Christ, the Messiah, he was set aside for the office of being ménfs Re-
deemer. The two roles that Benson sees are in reality one; they cannot.
be separated. What has obviously happened is that Bénson sees the role
of Christ as Messiah in the exclusive focus of Israel as a nhation and
' their.inVOIVement in the millennial kingdom.

In addition to his blétant assertion that "the historical vin-
dication of Chfist will take a thousand years;"7 Benson Féllows the
- pathways of,the,dispensationalists who'see,yet:anoﬁherraeon,ﬂor_age,ﬂj
the millernial era - followingbthisvpresent age'by having "a Golden
Age of history - the dispensation of the Fﬁlness of time" follow "the
church agé."a. But such a view is not only without supportive evidence
“in the Scrlptures, but is, in fact, contrary to what the Word says.
Jesus did not speak of & millennial reign on earth that would ‘immedi-
- ately precede the end. Rather, while instructing his dlsclples on the
~last -things, he told them: "This gospel of the kingdom" (the same kingdom
referfed.to in Luke 17:21 as’“the kingdom of God . . . within you")
"will be preached in_the whole world as a testimony to all natibns, and
then the end" - not a thousand—yeér period of peace and présperity -

"will come" (Mt. 24:14).
Further Characteristics of the Millennial Kingdom

Millennialists generally agree that'Christ's'cdming for the
millennial kingdom will be sudden, visible, in glory and with eclouds.

Except for the purpopse of his coming, we agree with the above. How-

"Ibid., pp 7 f.  Clbid., p 1l.
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ever, even here we see a differing point of view, one which even seems
to overlook the fact that "nothing is impossible with God" (Lk 1:37)
- and that Christ's second coming is not merely another step in the
course of the: history of man, but the end of all thlngs (2 Pe 3:10).
Lindsey, for example, euggests that "the sign of the Son of Man" (Mt
. 24;27) "perhaps . « . will be a gigantic celestial image of Jesus
. tlaehed uponvthe heavens for all to see. This," he continues, "would
explain howAall men suddenly recognize who He is and see the scars
from His piercing at the cross.”
Espec1ally 1nterest1ng, however, is Lindsey' s 1nterpretat10n
'of Christ's coming with clouds. Bearing in mind that millennialists
underscore the_fact.that they insist upon a literal interpretation of
VSeriptdre as opposed to a mystical or figurative one, it is somewhat
surprlslng to hear Llndsey say: |
It is 51gn1f1cant to note that- many references to Christ's return
speak of His return accompanied with "the clouds of heaven.” We
believe that the clouds refer to the myriad of believers who re-
- turn in white robes with Jesus. Believers are referred to as "a

cloud of witnesses'" in Heorews 1Z2:1.

- The use of the preposltlon 2‘7'/ in the nhrase g,m T Vg:pgAu}V 70

OUﬁﬁVWU ("on the.clouds of the sxy") in qrder +o show accaompaniment
is simply beyand the scope of this particular Greek werd. The closest
New Testament usage'that one can find is in legal language, where the

- word may be used in the sense of "before" (Mk 13:9; Ac 23:30; 25:14;
1 Cor 6:1; Z Cor 7: l&,lg: al. ), but never in the sense of "wlth " As
a matter of fact, the very next phrase in Matthew 24 30, from which

‘Lindsey has taken the expression "the clouds of heaven,"'ls A—b?’

%al Lindsey, op. cit., p 173. . “CIbid., p 173.
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Surck,uaws Kokl Xofns 77'01\1\?1; ("with power and great glory").

These, namgly power and great glory, are his accompaniments and é&é&n&
isAthé appropriate preposition to use to show this accompaniment. Fur-
ther, it seems obvious that the identiFicatiqn.oF the clouds as being"
"the clouds of the sky" precludes taking the expressibn in a figura-
-tive sense. It might further be pointed out that‘the word ForAQlouds
used'in Hebrews 12:1 is not VE é) "as in Matthew 24:30, but !!éﬁﬂi.
This is the word that is commonly used in early Chrisfian'literature
,,inva symbolic sense, either as a symbol of darkness or figuratively of
a throng or host,ll as we-have in Hebrews 12:1.

When-sﬁéakihg of the millennium, millennialists'tend to be
éarried away with supplying all sorts of imaginary details to fill in
the gépé in their piece-meal theology, which already ffom.the outset
is based on a faulty inferpretation of'Scriptufe. Benson; for éxample,
speaks of the cifizens of the millennial kingdem and identifies the re- .
: genefateAJews_and_Géntiies who survived the great tribulation as the
_"charter_mémbers;"lz"Sihce they. are alive when Christ comes; they con-
tinue.in their unglorified state, while the 0ld Testament believers, the
saints of the‘church ace and the tribulation martyrs will bossess glori-
fied bodies;13 Benson, providing nothing by way of Scripfural support,
expresses the opinion that the glorifiedssaihts during the peri0d of
the millennium will not make theif fesidence on earth but in the New

Jerusalem. He then even goes so far.as to say: "Some suggest the like-

Wi 111am F. Atndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexiton of
the New Testament and Other Christian Literature (Chicago, I11li-
"nois: The University of Chicago Press, 1957), pp 538 f.

Lrpic., p 30.

12_John L. Bensén, op. cit., p 29.
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lihood that this eternal city will circle earth as a satellite through-
out the millennial a’ge."l4 .

Many millennialists believe that only Christians will be liv-

 ing at the beginning of the millennial age. Lindséy asserts_that.at

his return Christ will divide the sheep from the goats (Mt. 25:41-46)

and his sheep, the'belie?ing_portion of the survivors of Armageddon,

Will entes his millennial kingdom, while the goats, the unbelieving
15 '

portion, will be cast away.

-~ - Benson,-on the-other hand, shows.another side of millennial
theology. His ﬁosition is less committal. He says thét no one can be
"fairly certain"l6 that  there will be no'unregenepate Jews or Gentiles
in Palestine as the millennial kingdom begins. He even prqvideé an
alternétive'as he speaks of the make-up of world population oQtside of

Palestine. He says:

It is possible that every unsaved Gentile on earth:will be de-
stroyed when Christ judges the Gentile nations in the Valley of
Jehoshaphat. Or, pessibly, Gentile peoples who are not present
in Palestine and who do not participate in the military assault
against Israel and against Christ will be spared destruction and

.will await evangelization.

Benson says of the millennial age that it "ig 'at least a par-

tial return to the conditions of Eden before the trégic fall of man."18

Yet; in much the same context, he supposes that "periodically a divine
judgment will remove those sinners born during the millennium who do

not trust the Savidr—Kihg by the time they reach 100 years of age."l9

Y¥ipid., p 31.  TPHal Lindsey, op. git., p. 178,

16 ' -
| Yipid., p 32~ PIbid., p 44.

John L. Benson, op. cit;, p 31.

Y1pid., p 42.
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To prove this point he uses Hebrews 9:12, 28 and 10:10-12. Perhaps
you will agree that these passages say nothing whatever about the mat-
ter of which Benson is speaking. These passages read as follows:
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but
he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, hav-
ing obtained eternal redempticn (He 9:12) . :
So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many peo-
ple; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him (He 9:28).
And by that will, we have been méde holy through the sacrifice of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Day after day every priest
‘stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he of-
fers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  But
“when this priest had offered for all -time one sacrifice for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of God (He 10:10-12). '
Considerably more might be said about the characteristics of
‘the millennial age as millennialists see them. Reading one millenni-
" alist after ancther leads ohe to the view thét finally each has his own.
'precbnceived‘pibture of the details making up the millennium:itself.
This is not surprising, since they are pursuing a course uncharted in.
Ascripturé. And, therefore, one can hardly expect'the Scriptures to
provide the detailé.'
One final quotation that seems appropriate in this connection
is taken from John T. Sharrit. In ‘it he sets forth a scripturally un-
“tenable hypothesié regarding. the time_— and the length - of the mil-

lennium and will lead us directly into a discussion of the thousand

years and Revelation, chapter twenty. He' writes:

Yes, Jesus Christ is going to soon reign over this Earth for a
period of 1000 years!

It has been almost 6000 years, according to Bible genealogy, "since
God created Adam -and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Man was in com-
plete dominion of the Farth until he sinned and sold out to Satan..
Since then Satan has been in the background, ruling the Earth
through the leadership of mankind. Man had made a failure, as we

-
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all see at the present time.

The Bible says that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years!
When God created the Earth, he created everything in six days and
rested on the seventh day. "And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it; because that in it he had rested from all his work
"which God created and made." It appears as if God will let man
rule the Earth for 6000 years, which will soon be up, and then

let His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, have the rulership for the
last 10C0 years before He creates a.”New Heaven and a New
Earth."20

Revelation Twenty

- There is not a 51ngle scriptural reference-to the duration of -
the Messiah's relgn coverlng a thousand year period except in Revela—
tion twenty, where the expression "a thousand years" occurs flve,tlmes,
There are indeedbother passages which use the expression, "a thousand
. years" (Pe 90:4; Ec 6:63.2 Pe 3:8), but these are_Found in a totally
unrelated context and do not speak of the time of the Messiah.
_. Yet a great deal of emphasis is placed on this theueend-year
reign of Christ. Millennialists, though they may - and do - differ
.“greatly on many of the details in their theology, agree on this point,
. that Revelation twenty pfevideeAthe basis for their doctrine. Thus
the question finally reaches the focal point at this critieal issue:
lDoee Revelation twenty-support'the_millennial doctrine?‘ |

Before dealing specifically with chapter twenty,thWever, it
will be beneficial to grasp the overall intent of the.Beokvof Revela-

tion. Prof. Wilbert Gawrisch succinctly states the purpose of the book

in this way:

: 2_QJohn T. Sharrit, Soon-Coming World-Shaking Events (Phoenix, Arlzona
Christian MlsSlonery Society, 1978), p 311.
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It may be said of the Book of Revelation in general that it is a
description of the travail and triumph of Christ's church from
the -apostolic age to its consummation in glory. Its theme is
" ook, he is coming!" (Re 1:7; 22:20). It records "what must soon
take place" (Re 1:1). In vivid imagery it delineates the struggle
between the disciples of Christ and the disciples -of the Dragon.
‘It is obvious, however, that Revelation is not a chronological
table of events. If it were, Christ's statement that "the Son of
“Man will come at an hour when'he is not expected" (Mt 24:44) would
be only partly true. Particular events could be checked off as
they occur; and if certain prophecies have not yet been. fulfilled,
one could well conclude that the day of Christ's second coming is -
still in the distant future. In this very book, however, Jesus
says, "Behold, I come like a thief™ (Re 16:15). The eschatologic-
al signs of his coming have been and are being continually and
cumulatively fulfilled in the history of the New Testament church.
- . We may-therefore expect Christ's .return in gloryfat,any,time.z

" In the previocus chapter the frequently occurring insistence OF'
millennialists to make the Book of Revelation one which deals almost
exclusively with the seven-year -tribulation peribd and the- subsequent

millennial reign of Christ was noted.22

. Prof. Gawrisch's comments,
quoted above, suggest that the applicatioh'of the book is huch more
general and portrays'the Vicissitudes of fhe church throughout the New
'Testament period. This becomes crystal clear when-he'approvingly cites
the words of Prof. John Meyer: "All of Revelation hasisignificanCe for
‘the church of all times."23 |

Further, Prof. Gawrisch rightly points out the fécﬁ that here
we are dealing with "a book that teems with symbols, pictures, and
figurative laﬁguage."z4 On -some occasions'the Figu?ative language is
. explained; on othéers, it is not. With this, Prof. Gawrisch also pre-
sents a warning that is well-takén and in piace: "Whatever interpre--

tation may be given, it is important to remember . . . that an interpre-

21 22

Wilbert R. Gawriseh, op. cit., p 33. See pp 106 ff.

23

Wilbert R. Gawrisch, op. cit., p 34.

-

281144, p 33.
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'tation of a symbolic passage must never be at variance with the truths
taught in clear, non-figurative passages."z5
Now turning to Revelation chapter twenty, it becomes clear that
here too we are dealing with figurative language. In fhe opening Qerses
(verses one.to three) Figurative expressions are obvious in the key and

the great chain, in the Abyss, or bottomless pit, in the act of locking

- and sealing the Abyss, and in the dragon. The key, the great chain and

“the process of locking and sealing the Abyss symbalize power and author-

-~ ity -The Abyss; or-bottomless pit, is a  figurative name for hell (ecom-

pare Re 20:3.with 2 Pe 2:4 and Re 20:14). The symbol of the dragon is
“explained in the text itself, when it'speéks of "the dragon, that an-

cient serpent, Qho is the devil, or Satan" (Re 20:2).T.In'this connec-
tion br.jC. H. Little properly asks: i'Why, in the midst of so many sym-

bolical terms, should 'the thousand years' be singled out alone for

separate treatment and made to stand For a literal numbér?"26 He then

. continues with. the answer:

The whole context calls for its correspondence with the imagery
of the other items. All the more is this the case, since the ex-
pression occurs nowhere else in Scripture in reference to the du-
ration of the Messianic reign.27

It is especially verses one to six of Revelatien twenty on which
the millennialists focus their attention.A Therefore, these are the
‘verses which require special consideration.

The angel coming‘down out of heaven is the Savior himself. In

251hid., p 33.

265 ‘4. Little, D. D., S. T. D., Disputed Doctrines (Burlington, lowa:
"“The Lutheran Literary.Board, 1933), p 36.

271434, , pp 36 f.
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chapter one he himself asserted this fact when he declared: "I hold the
| keys of death and Hades" (v. 18). The purpose of his coming according
to this passage was to seize and bind Satan by throwing him into the
Abyss and locking and séaling it over him. This thfist did when on the
crass as the Seed of woman he crushed the head oF_Satan (Gn 3:15) by
" breaking his power. John tells us that "tHe reason the Son of qu ap-

. peared was to destroy the devil's work" (1 dn 3:8), Likewise the writer
of the letter to the Hebrews assérts:'"Since the children have flesh and
- blood, he too shared in'their huhanity'so that by his death he might de%,,

. stroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil" (He 2:14).
It was then th;t Satan was bound for "a thousand years."

" That this understanding is in harmony with the rest of Serip-
ture ié-evident when‘we-look at twolother-references-which speak - not
in future terms, but in past terms - of this bihding of Satan. In
jude six it is.statedfl"And the angels who did not keep their position
of authority but abéndoned their own home - these he has kept in dark-
ness, bound with BVerlasting chains for judgmenf on the great Day;"
Peter says that "God dia not spare the angels When they sinned, but
sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be he1d for
judgment" @ Pe.Z:A). With the accomplishment of his redemptiVe wofk,
.Christ broke Satan's cénfrolling hold upon mankind. |

How, then, are we to understand the expression, "a thousand
years"? The thousand years deéignates the period beginning with the
. first coming of Christ and continuing until he comes again in Judg-
ment. In showing the significance of the symbdlism in the number it~
self, Prof. Gawrisch says:

The number ten represents completeness. We think of the ten

-
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plégues, the Ten Commandments, the. ten virgins; ten minas, ten
servants, and ten cities in the parables of Jesus (Mt 25:13 Lk
19:13, 17). So a thousand, which is ten raised to the third de-

- gree, represents the highest degree of completeness.

This symbolic use of the number ten is evident also elsewhere in the
: Book:of Revelation. For example, in chapter two, verse ten, the Lord
of the church, addressing himself to "the angel of the church in Smyrha"
(v. 8), declares: "I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prisan
to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days." Prof. Gaw-
risch continues:
Despite the insistence of Chiliasts thaﬁ "year“"must mean a péridd
of 365 days, "year" is used in the Scriptures in'Luke 4:19 to de-
signate a period other than an actual year. The "year of the
Lord's favor" is the New Testament time of grace. It is identical
to the thousand years of Revelation 20. '

Earlier Prof.Gawrisch had made the statement, "It is a definite period

of time, as we see from verse 3 where John uses the definite article,
30

'7';& /Y&/AL* sz. But its actual duration is known only to God."

\ A word needs to be said yet regarding "the first resurrectidn,"
spoken'of in Revélation 20:5, 6. This expréssion, as was notéd earli-
er where extended discussion was given to it, is used as a proof text
for a divided resﬁrrection.31 At this point, however, a view of the
proper understanding,‘that is, a view that is in total agreement with
the whole of Scripture, is in order. Prof. Gawrisch gives'us this in-
sight into the meaning of this expreSsion:

The thrones which‘JoHn saw remind us of Jesus' promise to His dis-

ciples, "I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred

“on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom,
and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel" (Lk 22:

28114., p 36.  2Ibid., p 36. -~ Ibid., p 35.

: 31See pp 46 ff and 55 ff.
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29-30). Seated on these thrones are those wholwere beheaded be-
cause of their loyalty to Christ. They sealed their faithful

_testimony with martyrdom. They had not worshiped the beast or

its image. John described this beast in chapter 13. It repre-

" sents the brute force of all forms of antichristianity at work in
"the world. It opposes and persecutes Christ's church (Re 13:7).
. The saints had not received the mark of the beast on their fore-

heads or their hands. They did not permit the world's antichris-

- tian principles to govern their thoughts or their actions.

Who are these martyrs? They are not ohly those who; like John

" the Baptist, were actually beheaded. They represent by synecdoche

the entire assembly of believers who have remained faithful to
the end and received the crown of eternal life. Throughout their

~life on earth Paul's words to the Romans applied to them, "For
- your sake we face death all the day long; we are considered as

sheep to be slaughtered" (Ro 8:36, quoting Ps 44:22). Every
disciple of Jesus is, like Paul, "always being given over to

death for Jesus' sake" (2 Cor 4:11; cf. 2 Cor 6:9).

These saints have died. Nevertheless, they live andéfeign with
Chrigst duging the thousand years. (v. 4). The verbs AV

" and SRACCAEVSAY  are constative aorists. The action 1s viewed

as a whole, irrespective of the time involved. In this instance
it is durative as naot only,the sense of the words but_also the ac-

- cusative of time (YLhtd £TW.) used with them shows, 2
) *

. Thus the first resurrection is the resurrection from spiritual death.
" All men are, by nature, dead in transgressions and sin (Eph 2:1). When .

'the;Holy,Spirit carries on his grécious work in the hearts of men and

thus brings them to faith in Christ Jesus, he makes them "alive unto

"God" (Eph 2:5).

As he discusses the reign of the saints With Christ 'on earth,

Prof. Gawrisch further points out:

Neither Christ's reign nor that of his saints is like the rule of
the kings of the earth, who maintain their power by force of arms.

It is, rather, . . . a spiritual reign. Christ reigns by testi-
. fying to the truth (Jn 18:37). His disciples reign with Him by

their testimony to and their confession of His Gospel. During

‘their life, by their death, and even after their death Christ's

followers testify to the truth of the Gospel. Through their tes-

" timony Christ enters men's hearts with His saving grace. His Gos-
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bel continually proves itself to be "the power of God for the

_salvation of everyone who believes it" (Ro 1:16). In times of
‘persecution, again and again the blood of the martyrs became the

seed of the church. To this day the testimony of faithful wit-
nesses of the past, of men like Luther and Chemnitz, Gerhard and

. Quenstedt, Walther and Hoenecke, the Piepers, Schaller and Meyer,

and the many other orthodox teachers of the church continues to

- bear fruit -and to'extend Christ's royal reign of grace in the

hearts of men.

Referring to this living and reigning with Christ during the

‘thousand years, John says, "This is the first resurrection” (v.

5). That he is not using the word "resurrection" in the ordinary
sense is clear from the fact that he specifically -states that he
saw the souls of those who were beheaded. "Resurrection" in the

‘ordinary, everyday sense refers to bodies which are restored to
“1ife.In 1 Corinthians 15, the chapter in which Paul discusses. ...
. the resurrection at length, he takes :up the question, "How are

the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" (1 Cor 15:

. 35). By applying the term "resurrection" to the souls he sees in
this vision_John indicates that he is using-this word in a differ-
_ent sense. '
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