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Following the Faith of Our Fathers.

Venerable Fathers, dear brethren! ILast year we celebrated the
Diamond Jubilee of our Synod. The Bible enjoins upon Christians
gratefully to remember their departed leaders and to follow and to
copy their faith. Heb. 18,7 we read: “Remember them which have
the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God;
whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.” Note

the limitation: “Which have spoken unto you the Word of God.” .

Only he is a true Christian leader who himself follows Christ and
. abides by His Word.

But, alas! there have always been, and there still are, disloyal
leaders, false teachers. Witness the founders of the numerous sects
and cults! Deviating from the royal highway of Christian truth,
they struck out on paths of their own, misleading their followers.
The history of the Lutheran Church (America included) also records
names of teachers and leaders who erred from the faith and deviated
from the path. False leaders, however, must not be followed. Qur
plain duty is to beware of them. They are disloyal to the Captain.
No one can follow them without forsaking Christ.

What of our fathers? Every Reformation Day we portray and
hold vwp Luther as a leader whom 1o follow means to follow Christ.
May we say the same of Walther, Wyneken, Sihler, and other sires
of our Synod? Are they worthy of our following? In their memory,
last year, services of thanksgiving were held at home and abroad.
Everywhere, in all cur Districts and congregations, pastors, teachers,
and laymen were urged to walk in their steps. Were we justified in
doing so? )

It goes without saying that our fathers, too, were poor, sinful
men and imperfect Christians. They themselves were first and fore-

most in confgs—smg their faults. But whatever frailties and short-
comings their lives may reveal, the outstanding fact y@mams that
they were true priests of God, close followers of Christ, leaders loyal
to the Captain, and teachers faithful in proclaiming the Wo*d of
Jod. They walked the narrow path, they preached the pure and
only-saving Gospel-truth, and they strove and labored to win souls
for Christ.

Such being the case, the admonition stands: “R Q\nmber your
leaders! “Follow” your fathers! This “rem” ™ering” and “follow-
ing,” however, dare never degenerate into blind prejudice and un-
critical partisanship. We are to prove all things and te hold fast
that which is good. No, there must not be found among us a wor-
shiper of heroes or an idolizer of human authorities.
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The sole authorlty to which we submit our faith and life is the
Word of God.. This, being in itself the conmvincing power of the

" Spirit, is in need of no human support or testimony. By this Word

we also test and try again and again the doctrines received from our
fathers. We regard nothing as true or right simply because Luther
caid or did so. The samse holds good with respect to the fathers of
our Synod. Wherever we follow them, we do so only because we are
convinced that their faith was none other than the one true ﬁaith
once for all delivered to the saints.

Such is the manner in which we remember, and ought to -re-
member, our fathers,— always making sure that in following themt
we are in reality but following Him who said: “I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life; nc man cometh unto the Father but by Me,”
and again: “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
vou fxee

I
Let Us Follow Our Fathers in Their Confessional Loyally.

Long before cur fathers embarked for the New World, the
Tutheran Confessions had fallen into universal desuetude im Ger-
many. And what were the conditions in America? True, as early
as 1748, almost a century before the founding of our Synod, Muehlen-
berg had crganized the Ministerium of Pennsylvania with 2 consti-
tution recognizing all of our confessions. But, alas! in ltjss than
fifty years this synod had abandoned everything save the Lutheran
name. 10 its mew comstitution of 1792 the symbols were not even
méntioned. On the contrary, the Prussian Union of 1817 was held
up as an excellent example to follow in America. And several years
later (1819 and 1822) resclutions were adopted to bring about just
such a union. With the exception of tiny Tennessee not one of the
siz Lutheran synods existing in 1820 was loyal to our symbols. As
a result, the so-called General Synod was, in the same year, orgamzeu
with a constitution commmﬁo doctrinal hasis whatever, not even
an allusion to the Lutheran Confessions. Such were the conditions
prevail-i-ﬁg in and before 1820. And in the decades following they
Lecame still more deplorable. )

When, in 1845, Wyneken urged the General Synod to return to
the Lutheran moorings, his fervent appeal was treated as a great joke.
With increasing malice, coarseness, and contempt Lutheran period-
icals spoke of our Confessions as “Luther’s old hat, ccat, and boots,”
as “old rags,” which the General Synod, “moving forward gloriously,

had long ago forgotten.” Luther and the Lutheran confessors were
openly “derided. November 23, 1848, Benjamin Kurtz wrote in the
Lutheran Observer: “The Fathers — who are the ‘Fathers’? They
are the children; they lived in the infancy of the Church, in the
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early dawn of the Gospel-day.. .. We are three hundred years older
than Luther and his noble coadjutors and eighteen hundred years
older than the primitives; theirs was the age of infaney and adoles-
“cence, and ours [is] that of full-grown adult manhood. They were
the children; we are the fathers; the tables are turned.” Indeed,
as late as 1855 these decided enemies of Lutheranism made a bold
- attempt to scrap the Augsburg Confession and replace it by the so-
. called Definite Platform, a botch document shot through and through
" with Reformed sentiments.

Concerning  the _Luth_erahs ~whom he had met in - America,
Wyneken, in his renowned pamphlet” published during his stay in
Germany, declared: “They have entirely abandoned the faith of ‘the
fathers.” Four years later (1845) he characterized the General
Svnod as “Reformed in doctrine, Methodistic in practise, and labor-
ing for the ruin of the Church whose name she falsely bears.” In
1858 Dr. Sihler felt justified in speaking of the leaders of the General
Synod as “open counterfeiters, Calvinists, Methodists, Unionists, and
traitors and destroyers of the Lutheran Church.” ‘

Such was the deplorable condition of American Lutheranism
when our fathers began their work in this country. By her own
children the banner of the Lutheran Church had been hauled down
and trodden in the dust. What was left of the Lutheran pledge was,
as late as 1850, denounced by Krauth, Sr., as a mere “solemn farce.”
True Lutheranism- was down and out; nothing remained but the
empty name. As a result large parts of the Lutheran Church had
already been absorbed by the Episcopalians and other sects; aund the
remainder was headed toward the same disaster.

And what stand did our fathers take? - From the very outset it
was their object to bring back the wayward Lutheran churches to
their home. Before their arrival in St. Louis, the Saxons had already
adopted a constitution in which they plédged themselves to the
Lutheran symbols. And all constitutions adopted subsequently em-
bodied the same platform. Every congregation which they founded
after 1839, the synod which they organized in 1847, and all manner
of organizations within local congregations or synod, — they all were
planted four-square on the Lutheran basis. Nothing daunted by
ridicule and malice, Walther, Wyneken, and Sihler unfurled the
Lutheran banner, determinately, aggressively, victoriously. And
.throughout their lives they stood by these colors, never shirking or
faltering in defending them against attacks from. without or within.
Our fathers restored the Lutheran symbols, the Book of Concord of
1580, to its original place of honor and authority in the Lutheran
Church. "

" And why and how did they subscribe to these symbols? Our
fathers have been charged with basing their faith and theology, not
on the Scriptures, but on Luther, the Lutheran dogmaticians, and
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the confe ‘sicm‘: What is the truth? Endeed, they cited the symbols,
also Luther and otler teachers of our Church; not, however, to ‘prove
that their doc‘u nd divine, but to establish them as
truly Lutheran aught by the LLthe*‘azJ_ Church. In
vrder to prove nes held by the Lutheran Church are
true and chvl., appealed to t'he_ﬁScriptures, ‘even as
Luther = ‘
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confessed by our but because it ken from, and
firmly founded in, the W God.” This wa reason amo why
our fathers adopted the Lutheran Confessions.

And the manner of their subscription revesls the same splendid
spirit of jovousness, siraightforward honesty, end definiteness in
which true Lutherans always and everywhere have besn wont to take
the Lutheran pledge. Our fathers subscribed sincerely, serlouﬂy
and with all their heart.. They did not limit and restrict their sub-
scription to mere fundamentals, nor to what has been called the
confession in the confession, mor to its thetical and antithetical
declarations.

In a eclosing paragraph of the Smalcald Articles Luther plmestS'
*“These are the articles on which I must stand, and, God willing, shall
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stand even to my death; and I do not know how to change or to
vield anything in them. If any ome wishes to yield anything, let
him do it at the peril of his conscience.” Such was the determination
also of our fathers. — Brenz subscribed, declaring: “All these con-
fessions agree with the Holy Secripture, and . . . I testify in this my
own handwriting that I thus hold, confess, and constantly will teach,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” Such were the sentiments also of
our fathers.— Brixius wrote: “I subsecribe to the Articles of the
reverend Father Martin Luther and confess that hitherto I have thus
believed and taught, and by the Spirit of God I shall continue thus
to believe and teach.” Buch was the mind also of our fathers.

In the Preface to the Book of Concord the confessors of 1580
declare: “Therefore we also have determined not to depart even
a finger’s breadth either from the subjects themselves or from the
phrases” of the Confession. In the Preface to the Thorough Decla-
ration we read with respect {0 the Augsburg Confession: “We intend
also, by the grace of the Almighty, faithfully to abide until our end
by this Christian Confession. ... And it is our purpose, neither in
this nor in any other writing, to recede in the least from that Con-
fession.” Such was the Christian spirit and manner, in which our
fathers also were committed to the Lutheran symbols. The “spirit
of Missouri” has frequently been spoken of with aversion. But the

ttruth is that the spirit of our fathers was in every vespect none other
than the sincere, serious, straightforward, and earnest spirit of our
early confessors themselves, Luther included.

Indeed, our fathers were both faithful Bible Christians and
genuine Lutherans, and the latter not in addition to, but because of,
the former. Genuine Lutherans, — for they adhered most faithfully
to the doctrines set forth in our symbols. True Bible Christians, —
for they adopted these symbols only because they had found them
to be drawn from the Word of God, which alone they recognized as
the final and infallible norm of Christian truth. For this reason,
too, our fathers adopted the old Lutheran slogan and placed it at
the head of the Lutheraner: “Gottes Wort und Luther's Lehr’ Ver-
gehet nun und nimmermehr.” Speaking of our fathers, the sainted
Dr. Koren truly said: “Die Missourier heissen nicht bloss Luthe-
raner; sie sind es auch.”’

And what was their success? — Congregations, synods, and theo-
logical schools restricted in doctrine and practise to the Book of
Concord, published 850 years ago, cannot thrive in free and progres-
sive America!— such was the unanimous verdict of the sects as well
as the Lutherans when our fathers began their work in this country.
All were agreed that confessionalism would prove a millstone about
the neck of Missouri. '

In an address delivered March 10, 1846, the famous Reformed
theolegian Dr. Philip Schaff maintained that it was “impossible to
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build a confessional Lutheran Church (let alone the exclusive
Lutheranism of the Formula of Concord) on the Reformed English
soil of America”; that it would be “easier to direct the course of
the Mississippi to Bavaria than to convert the Chinese through Ger-
man sermons.” In the Lutheran Observer, Benjamin Kurtz, de-
nouncing cur fathers as obsolete “resurrectionists of elemental,
undeveloped, halting, stumbling, and staggering humanity” and as
priests ready “to immolate bright meridian splendor on the altar of
misty, musky dust,” declared that the men of Missousi, “bent on
eoing backward,” were of mnecessity bound to go “downward.” They
all protested: You Missourians are entirely out of date, you are
altogether too narrow, toc bigoted, too rigid, toc rigorous, too ex-
clusive, to prosper anywhere. The road of confessionalism will lead
vou to inevitable ruin.

These dire prognostications, however, did not impress or move
our fathers in the least. They knew that it was God’s truth for
which they stond. They were persuaded that divine truth is nowher
too narrow, too bigoted, too rigorous, too exclusive, but just xigh
everywhere. And they believed that it is safer to go down confessin
the truth than to live by falsehood and by disloyalty to God and His
Word. Moreover, our fathers were fully convinced that the omnly
road which could lead our Church to real success was the very one
which they had chosen. They fully realized that a Lutheran Church
deserving that name could survive only as long as she remained
faithful to her principles. XLutheranism, they held, could mnot live
without the Lutheran standards.

On the other hand, our fathers were persuaded that true Luther-
anism, standing, as it does, for nothing but the pure Word of God
alone, was able to thrive anywhere. They knew that, while Calvinism,
Puritanism, ete., depended for their success on favorable legislation,
Lutheranism, in order to live and prosper, was not in need of any
external helps or props whatever. Moreover, they were satisfied that,
the freer the political atmosphere, the betier Lutheranism would be
able to develop in harmony with its own innate prineiples and expand
by its own inherent power and resident spiritual forces.

o P
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Our fathers have been charged with lack of vision. Amnd true.
their foresight was not a mere matter of shrewd caleulation, Theirs
was a spiritual vision, which saw things by faith and in the light
of God’s Word and promises. And the facts have shown long ago
that this was the true vision, keener and farther-reaching than the
sight of calculating reason. FEven such critics of our fathers as
Schaff lived long enough to see that their prophecies were false.
Surely history has fully vindicated the faith of our fathers. The
ship which they launched 1847 in-Chicago has fully demonstrated
its seaworthiness.



v No, indeed, the Lutheran symbols did not prove to be a mill-
- stone about the meck of our Synod, but rather a life-buoy that kept
her afloat for these many, many years. And ss for America with its
principles of free thought, free speech, free press, and complete
liberty of conseience and religion — why, nowhere in the world did
genuine Lutheranism ever come out purer and thrive better than in

~our country. Read our Statistical Year-book for 1822. Tt tells the.

story. Its figures are eloquent with the success of our fathers! Be-
hold this venerable body assembled at the very place where ‘Wyneken
began his work (1838) eighty-five years ago and Sihler (1843) eighty
vears ago! TIts pastors, teachers, leaders, and comgregations here
present or represented all subscribe io the Lutheran symbols in the
spirit and manner of our fathers. Surely the labor of our fathers
- was not in vain. ' _ : ‘
Furthermore, our fathers must be_credited also with having in
2 Jarge measure given strength and impetus to confessionmal move-

‘ments outside of our Synod, at home as well as abroad. Abroad:

in Germany, in Alsace, in Australia, and South Americs. But

especially at home; for to-day there camnot be found in Ameriez .

a single Lutheran synod that flouts our Confessions as they did in

the early days of our fathers.

‘Walther was the leaven in the lump. He himself saw it working.
As early as 1846 he felt justified in stating: “No doubt but God has
arisen in.order to remove the rubbish under which our precious Evan-
gelical Lutheran Chureh weas buried for & long time slsc here inm
America.” And in 1868, in a letter to Pastor Brunn: “It is frue that
cur testimony extending over & period of twenty years has by the
grace of God cooperated in causing some synods to speak again of
the Confession, and to base and pledge themselves upon it, at least
formally.”

The Ohio Bynod, the Iowa Synod, the synods constituting the
former General Council, the synods of the former United Synod in
the South, ete., all are committed to our symbols. Even the General
Synod finally comsented te teke the Lutheran pledge. And the
United Luthersn Church, the Merger of 1918, adopted a2 constitn-
tion with a doctrinal basis that includes all Lutheran symbols. More
or less markedly, therefore, the entire Lutheran Church of America
bears the stamp of Walther. S

Of course, this does not signify that they all live up to the

- Lutheran standards. “It iz a long stride,” says Walther, “from the
formal scknowledgment of the symbols to a true knowledge of them
#nd s truly Lutheran spirit and the consequent discipline of doctrine
and life” But it does signify and mean that the powerful waves
of confessionalism emanating from our fathers reached far beyond
their own boundaries,

- Y

Brethren, let us follow our fathers. May we never grow indif-
ferent and disloyal to our symbols! May they always govern our
teaching and preaching as well as our life and practise! Wherever, -
in the past, Lutherans adhered faithfully to their Confessions, they
flourished. But wherever these symbols were trodden in the -dust,
the .Lutheran Church always fell an easy prey to her ememies: to
unionism, sectarianism, liberalism, and infidelity. Accordingly, desr

‘brethren, if we shall but continue to walk in the steps of our fathers,

God will continue to bless us even as our fathers. By His grace, we,
too, shall prove to be real builders of the Church of the pure Word
and Sacraments.” May there never be an arm uplifted in our midst,
therefore, to haul down the flag which our fathers hoisted! May
there never be an effort made to remove our beloved Synod from the
foundation that made her strong and infiuentiall

Everywhere Christians are in need of the Lutheran Confessions,
but nowhere more so than in our own country, the paradise of free-
dom and religious liberty. Where cults and sects galore fresly fiy
their colors, the Scripture light of Lutheramism dare not remsin
under the bushel. When falsehood is broadeasted, the pure Gospel-
truth enxtrusted to our Church must strive for an ever wider hearing.
Let us therefore keep our flag afloat, — always following the faith
of our fathers!

v IL
Let Us Follow Our Fathers in Their Firm Adherence to the
Inspiration and Inerramcy of the Bible. .

When our fathers embarked for America, the old Fatherland was
still in the grip of vulgar rationslism. This demon had dethronsd
revelation, subjected the Scripture to carnal reason, denied ite super-
naturalism, eliminated its miracles, scrapped the creeds, rej%t@& ail
doctrines specifically Christian, ostracized Christs atoning sacrifice,
and revived the old heather belief that man is saved by efforts of
his own in leading a decent moral life. Suchk were the views salso
of the ratiomalists, by whom our fathers (Loeber, Keyl, Walther,
Buenger, Sihler, etc.) were surrounded and instructed in schools,
colleges, and universities. The well-known story of how Wyneken
was examined for the holy ministry by 2 rank infidel who scofed
2t the miracles of the Bible, illustrates the condition then prevailing
everywhere. Spiritual death reigned supreme. Only a few osses re-
mained, where the grace of God had kept the living waters flowing.

Our fathers were among the first to regain the old Qospel-truth.

* And once having experienced its life-giving power, they losthed the

teachings of the ratiomalists, even as the rationalists abhorred the
doctrine of grace. When, therefore, our fathers began to live, com-
fess, preach, and practise in accordance with their new convictions,
‘they met with opposition everywhere. They were derided snd ridi-
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culed as muckers, pietists, - and hypoerites by the multitude, and
harassed and persecuteﬂ as fanaties and disturbers of the peace by
rationalistic bupermtendents and civil magistrates.

As a result the fear began to grow on.our fathers that, in the
stifling atmospheré surrounding them, their faith, and especially the
faith of their children, could not survive and certainly would not be
able to expand and develop its being. They -longe for a country
where they might believe, and teach, and preach, and practise, and

worship aceording to the dictates of their comsciences, unhampered

by authorities, civil or ecclesiastical.

And what was it that bound their consciences? It was the Iloly
Bible. which they regarded as the Word of God, inspired by the loly
(thost, inerrant in all its statements, the,norm of faith and life,
binding on every Christian and Christian congregation. Their prin-
ciple was: “To the Law and to the Testimony!” They believed even
as Christ says: “The Seripture cannot be broken.” They followed
the faith of Paul, “believing all things which arve written in the Law
and in the Prophets.” With the Formula of Concord they declared :

We receive and embrace with all our heart the prophetic and apos-
tolic Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the pure, cléar
fountain of Israel, the only true standard by which all teachers and
doctrines are to be judged.”

A clear word of Secripture made heaven and earth a place too
narrow for Luther. The same was true of our fathers. They held:

“Seriptura locuta, causa finita — Secriptures having spoken, the ques-
tion is decided, settled.” The fundamental premise of all their teach-
ing, preaching, writing, arguing, and laboring was: “The Bible is
infallible.” With childlike faith they believed every fact and doc-
+rine there recorded: creation of heaven and earth, the miracles,
the revelations, and the prophecies; Christ’'s inecarmation, virgin
birth, atoning sacrifice, and resurrection; supernatural regeneration,
justification, and-eternal salvation. There was not 2 single statement
of the Bible to which our fathers took exception.

“The dearest child of faith is the miracle” This favorite quo-
tation from Goethe was reversed by our fathers. Faith, they said,
does not beget, but is begotten by, the supernatural facts and truths
of Christianity. The miraculous is not the product, but the cause
of faith. TFrom beginning to end redemption and salvation, they
held, is the work, not of natural resident forces in man, but of inter-
vening supernatural divine grace and power.

Indeed, as you all well know, our fathers thoroughly purged
theology, fiotably the doctrines of justification, conversion, and elec-
tion by grdce alone, from the leaven of every kind of unbelief. Their
theology was Scriptural throughout. From rind to core it was no-
where infected with the virus of rationalism. And thiw attitude they
never abandoned or modified in the least.

.
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When our fathers bade farewell to the 0Old World, hopeful signs
of a coming revival of faith began to multiply in Germany Heng-
stenberg, Claus Harms; and other theologl_ans were zealous in re-
storing the old Christian truths and in purging the sanctuary from
the desecrations wrought by the ratiomalists. Christians began to
rejoice, and theologians diagnosed: “Rationalism is on its death-bed,
breathing its last.” Apparently a new Gospel-day was dawning.

But Satan, too, was busy. In previous centuries he had propa-
gated his lies chiefly by hiding or perverting the Scriptures. Now
he planned to make short work of it all. His scheme was to deal
a fatal blow to Christianity by destroying the Bible itself. The
foundation blasted, the superstructure would come down of itself, he
argued. The bottom blown out of theology, it would be a simple
matter to dispose of its doctrinal cargo.

It was Schleiermacher who began the deadly. work. He aban-
doned the old Seripture method and injected into reviving theology
the serum of “science.” He fooled the theologians into believing
that there was a superior, a scientific way of establishing the Chris-
tian doectrines, viz.. by theclogical reasoning on the basis of facts,
such subjective facts as religious feeling, experience, and Christian
consciousness. In phraseclogy the “mew theology” resembled, or at
any rate seemed to resemble, the old. In reality, however, it was
a theology detached from the Seriptures, devoid of the pure Gospel,
and employing disingenuously and deceptively old ferms in an en-
tirely new and erroneous sense. Schleiermacher’s suceess was nothing
short of phenomenal. A galaxy of illustrious-theoclogians followed
in his wake. “Scientific Theology” — that was the phrase conjured
with in every university.

The “new theclogy” was presented by its various protagonists in
various modifications, with different degrees of deviation from the
Christian truth. But they 21l abandoned and disavowed unanimously
the infallibility and absclute reliability of the Seriptures. All were
enthusiastic advocates of the new scientific method. They all pooh-
poohed the old way of establishing a2 doctrine by simply quoting
a clear text of Secripture, — the method employed by Christ and the
apostles and restored by Luther. Theology, they said, had advanced
to a higher plane, to the scientific stage. Hence it was no longer in
need of an inspired, inerrant Bible and had no further use for the
old, erude proof-text method.

Such was their boast. But in reality the theclogy imaugurated
by Schleiermacher marked the beginning of the end. It took the
lid off. Before long seven demons much more radical began their
work of destruction. Everywhere the walls of schools and univer-
sities began to reverberate with the slogans of Higher Criticism,

Darwinism, Evolutionism, Naturalism, Pan-Babylonianism, ete.
With uncanny zeal and feverish haste the modernists and radicals
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poured an incessant stream of destructive literature into the
churches. For decades, attack after attack, broadside after broad-
side, was directed against the Bible: its authenticity, integrity,
authority, revelation, imspiration. inerrancy, miracles, and super-
natural doctrines.

The result was appalling. The Holy Scriptures were torn into
shreds. Not a book was left intact. Frequently nothing remained
but the empty covers of the Bible. The dogmatic cathedral reared
by Lutheran theclogians of rocks quarried by Luther from the Serip-
ture came down. Every Christian doctrine went by the board.
Religion and morality were destroyed. Materialism, atheism, and
agnosticism began to flourish. It was a spiritual world war that was
fought: Christianity pitted against modern heathenism; Secripture
against reason; faith against science falsely so called. It was a war
that left the churches devastated and the so-called Christian nations
in a condition which, in a measure, alse made for the late bloody war
with its eruel aftermaths.

Tntire Christendom was Hcoded with liberalism, its farthermost
waves finally striking even the mission-flelds in Japan, ‘hina, and
Tndia. The alarming extent to which the Reformed sectarians {who,
by the way, are rationalists inherently) took to the virus is evidenced
by the Fundamentalists and their tfrantic efforts to check the con-

tagion — as reported daily also by our secular press.

Among the chief sufferers were the Lutheran churches in (er-
many. Bven their most conservative universities have for years not
harbored a single theologian holding a prominent chair, who dared

endorse snd defend the inerrancy of the Bible. Nor did the
Tutheran Church in Ameriea prove entirely immune against the
infoction. Aside from strav liberalistie utterances some of her theo-
logians made bold to deny the absolute inerraney of the Seripture.
Tt was the first attack of American Lutherans on the foundation of
our theology since the days of the rationalist Quitman. —

What of our fathers? ITow were they affected by these on-
slaughts on the Bible? Did they grow faint when they beheld even
such Lutherans as Hofmsnn, Kahnis, Frank, and Luthards arraved
against them? Did they make concessions or offer quarters to the
enemy 4

Our fathers fully realized that — the inerrancy doctrine removed
— the entire Lutheran theclogy would be in the air, built in the
clouds. “If the foundations be destroyed,” they said, “what can the
righteous dc?’ But they were not confeunded. They fought many
a trving battle, but perhaps none with greater cheerfulness and
cquanimity than the one for the inspiration of the Bible. When this
doctrine became increasingly the center about which the storms were
brewing, they were not discomfited. They remained calm when the
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waves ran high. - They were satisfied that the rock on which their
theology was built eould not be swept away.
They were sure @ priori that their cause must come out vic-

~ torious, all portals of hell and the sophistries of human reason to

the contrary notwithstanding. .

Our fathers were in possession of the “good thing” spoken’ of
Teb.13,9. Their hearts were established, “established with grace,”
the grace of the Gospel. In true repentance, they, by the power of
Yod, clung to the Word of pardon, which carried conviction to their
hearts — conviction, divine convietion, also with respect to the words
of Christ: “The Scripture cannot be broken.” Indeed, it was high
ground which they occupied: the verbal inspiration and absolute
inerrancy of the Scriptures. But they knew that just such was the
pinnacle upon which God Himself had placed the Secriptures. Faith
made our fathers sure that heaven and earth would pass away rather
than one iota of the Bible.

As to scientific theology, which puts aside the Word of God, our
fathers held that it was impossible for any one to arrive at any knowl-
edge whatsoever regarding (God’s gracious will toward sinners by
philosophie, scientific, or any other kind of human reasoning. Divine
revelation from above alone, they held, can supply this need. Scien-
tific theology, parading as Christian, yet boasting that its doctrines
are neither drawn from, nor established by, the Seriptures, our
fathers viewed and dencunced as a mere satanic delusion and
deception.

The same firm and definite stand they took regarding the cbjec-
tions advanced against the inspiration doctrine by scientists. Our
fathers held: God is the Author of the book of nature, man, and
history, as well as of the Book of Revelation. Hence the former,
eorrectly read and interpreted, can mnever confliet with the declara-
tions of the latter. Even when unable to solve an apparent contra-
diction, our fathers felt satisfied that a future better reading of the
book of nature and history would in every case vindicate the clear
Word of (tod. It was in keeping with the mind of our fathers when
rccently an Eastern theologian remarked: “Wherever and whenever
there has been sufficient documentary evidence to make an investi-
gation, the statements of the Bible have stood the test.”

Accordingly, our fathers feared nothing for the inspiration doc-
trine from the sciences — nothing from philosophy, nothing from
astronomy, nothing from geology, paleontology, archeology, psy-
chology, history, and lower, higher, or any other kind of criticism.
Qur fathers were assured that nothing ever would or could turn up
anywhere that might upset the Bible — nothing that has occurred in
the past or will occur in the future; nothing that has been, or ever
will be, discovered in the heavens above or on or in the earth below.
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“He that believeth shall not make haste”” By building on the
rock, faith partakes of the nature of a rock. Faith is a divine con-
vietion, supernaturally wrought by the Holy Spirit, bence impreg-
nable against, and altogether unapproachable by, any kind of human
argument, scientific or otherwise. Such being the faith also of our
fathers, they hkeld their ground; surrendered mothing; made no con-
cessions; deviated not a hair’s breadth from the old Lutheran posi-
tion conecerning the inspiration and inerrancy of the Secriptures.
They delivered to us a fortress intact — nowhere a rock torn from the
foundation, nowhere a breach, all walls strong and plumb. ’

Results? Down to the present day not a solitary modernist has
ever been heard on the floor of the Syniod which our fathers founded.
Nor has a liberalist ever occupied a chair in her colleges and semi-
naries or filled a pulpit of her congregations. Concordia Publishing
House — also founded by our fathers — in its publications, from the
first issue of the Lutheraner down to its latest book or pamphlet,
there cannot be found a single sentence e¢ndorsing Darwinism, evo-
lution, or any other liberal docirine. The entire literature of our
Synod does not contain a single statement which in any way denies
the incarnation, the virgin birth, the atonement, the resurrection, or
any other Christian miracle, nor even a single passage that charges
thé Bible with any kind of error—religious, historical, ehronological,
astronomical. '

This large convention, together with all the pastors, professors.
teachers, and laymen which it represents, believes and confesses the
1d creeds of Christendom — the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed,
and the Athanssian Creed — sincerely, unasnimously, without reser-
ration, or without taking exception to a2 single clause. We all, with
all our hearts, still sing all our old Lutheran hymns, including
“O) grosse Not, Gott selbst ist tot,” “O Haupt voll Blut und Wunden,”
“Cthrist ist erstanden von der Marter alle,” ete. As for the old Lu-
theran liturgies and sacred forms for Baptism, the Hely Eucharist.
ordination, ete., there cannot be found among us & single pastor or
congregation desiring to modify them doctrinally.

From ¥he day of its organization in 1847 down to this convention
in 1923 there have not sppeared within our Synod any symptoms of
doctrinal liberalism. By the grace of (Glod sil this is a fruit of the
firm and faithful stand of our fathers. Axnd that the entire American
Lutheran Church is infected in 2 much smaller degree than any other
large denomination, this, too, is due, in a measure, to the same cause.

Such, dear brethren, being the blessings in the past, may we also
in the future tread where our fathers trod! As yet the last battle
has not been won. The assaults on the Bible are growing in number,
virulence, and boldness. Kspeeially in our couniry the churches as
well as the general public are being literally swamped with liberalism
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and evolutionism.. The fight must be: continued! Indeed, if ever,
now 1s the time for: Christians everywhere to gird their loins and to
take a decided stand: I say, “a decided stand.”. For modernists are
merely cultured heathen with whom Christians cannot worship in the
sanctuary. In the state, in business, and as neighbors we are able
to associate and live. in peace with everybody. But in the Church,
harmony can no more obtain between Christians and outspoken lib-
erals than between God and the devil. Wherever liberals are toler-
ated in Christian pews, pulpits, and chairs, the Church has sprung
a leak and must eventually go down.

The Fundamentalists, referred to above, are, in & way, putting
up a noble fight. Yet they are bound to lose unless they sever abso-
lutely every tie now binding them to the Darwinists, so numerous and
prominent in their churches. - Brethren, Obstamus principiis! Let
us guard against surrendering the first-inch of the holy ground, de-
livered intact to us by our fathers. Let us continue to stand firmly
and determinedly by our old Lutheran doctrine of the inspiration
and complete inerrancy of the Bible. Let us never depart from the
Word of Christ: “The Seripture cannot be broken.”

But, mark well, we shall succeed only if we abide in the faith
which made our fathers strong. May we, therefore, realize daily and
increasingly our own sinfulness and helplessnmess, at the same time
seeking refuge in the pardoning grace of Ged! “Repent and be-
lieve!” this, as said above, is the only road leading to Christian cer-
tainty. Faith is the God-given assurance that Christianity is real,
that the Word of God is true. Living faith alone can save us also
from the floods of modern unbelief. No amount of learning, scien-
tific knowledge, or apologetic reasoning (valuable as it may be) can
serve as a substitute. As long as we are firmly rooted in the saving
Gospel-truth, the center of the Bible, nothing will be sble to destroy
our simple trust in any other part of it. Unbelief alone can do the
deadly work. :

And following the faith of our fathers slso in their firm ad-
herence to the Seriptures, we shall be found in good and great com-
pany. In fact, all true Christians of all ages and places are with us,
at least in their hearts. Luther, the Lutheran confessors, and the
Lutheran teachers and preachers down to the days of pietism, — they
all without exception are in the throng. Still farther ahead we hear
the early Church and the Nicene fathers declaring: We believe in
the Holy Ghost, “who spake by the prophets.” And the innumersble
multitudes from all countries and nations are led by the chorus of
the apostles and prophets themselves, Christ, our glorious Savior,
striking the key-note: “The Scripture cannot be broken.” “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away.”

Dear brethren, there are many other points on which, in treating



— 16 ——

this subject, I should expatiate and in which we all ought 1o
(or. must I say, return to) the path our fathers trod. Permit
merely to -hint at some of them. Behold our fathers continual
stressing the central truths of Christianity: man’s spiritual helples
ness.. God's universal love and merey, Christ’s atoning sacrifice, un-
conditional absolution, universal justification, and salvation by repen-
tance and faith alone! ZLet ns follow them.— Behold their spléndid
spirit: their sincerity, seriousness, and conselenticusness; their com-
stant watchfulness against dectrinal indifferentism and all forms of
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worldliness; their firm stand against evervy kind of union with
sects, the lodges, and other ungodly societies! ILet us follow them!
— Remember and consider also their untiring zeal in laboring for the
Kingdom: their unflagging efforts especially in behalf of our paro-
chial schools; their pastoral wizdom and care for the individual so
their spirit of sacrifice and willingness to bear the cross! —
these and many other points, may we always be found walking
fully in the steps of our sainted fathers!

“God preserve unto us & 1»ir»u< ministrs I that was the constant
prayer of Walther.  Plous ministers are God-fearing ministers, and
God-fearing ministers are ministers who fear the Word. the written
Word of God. Pastors and teachers have always proved to he either
the greatest boon of the Churcll or its greatest curse — the former,
when they walked in the fear of God's Word. for then they were truc
builders of the Churcli; the latter, when thev rejected the Word. for
then they made havoe of the Church. What qualified Luther to bring
about the Reformation was the faet that he truly feared the Word of
Gad, And what, in the last analvsis, was the seeret of the marvelons

suecess of our fathers? Their fear of the Word of God. On the ot}

hand, the present most desperate condition of Protestantism evers

where: distracted. torn and tattered, outraged, dishonored, and pros-

titute — what caused itz The destructive work of teachers
preachers who. having lost the fear of God and Mis Word, beca:
g

traitors to the faith they had sworn to uphold and defend.
‘May we all, therefore, follow Walther also in his praver for
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a pilous ministry! Nor let us fail to include our lavinen, who, in
oxercising their Christian rights, have come to the front as never
before. May God always mercifully preserve us both a miuistry
laity that fear the Word of God! Tail Missouri as long as the fear
of God and Ilis Word will remain her cutstanding characteristic!
For thus savs the Tord: “To this man will T look, cven to him thas

d af a contrite spirit and h‘embloth at My \,\'nru. I: 64, 2.




