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£880 N. 76TH Stra=e
-Milwaukee, WI 5322
March 8, 1989

t
3

Dear Seminarian:

Hello., My name 1s Dale Reckzin and I am a senlor at
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Meguon, Wisconsin which is
the only seminary for the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS).

I am writing you to ask for your help. As part of our
Church History class we are required to write an original
research paper on the topic of "Lutheranism in North
America". Since I am a Canadian citizen, I am curious to
learn more about Canadian seminaries. I hope this paper and
this attached survey will be an education for me. The basic
premise of my paper is to find out which seminary in Canada
I would have attended if I had not been able to get a visa
to study in the U.S. 1In other words, which seminary is most
like the seminary I now attend. I intend to do that by
finding out as much as I can about the history and
curriculum of each seminary. The survey will help me
discover more about the individual students who make up the
heart of each seminary.

I hope that you agree to take this survey. I know that
if your schedule is as busy as mine you're probably swamped
with many assignments. That is why I tried to make it short
by including only "yes/no" and "scale of 1-10" questions. I
have also included space for comments. I would encourage
your comments so that I have more than just cold statistics
to work with. I would also like it if you answer all the
questions. If you feel some of the questions are ambiguous
or vague, please use the "Comment" section to explain how
you interpret the question. Of course, 1f you find any of
these questions inappropriate or offensive, you do not have
to answer them. However, I would not want you to disregard
the entire survey for the sake of one bad question.

After you have completed the survey, please return it
to the professor who distributed it to you. That way I can
get them all together and it will spare you the postage.
(However, since both my parents work for Canada Post, I
guess I wouldn't mind if you spent money for postage.)

Although the purpose of this survey is to Eind
differences among the seminaries especlally in areas of
doctrine and church practices, it is not intended to judge
faith or the quality of your seminary as opposed to any
other. I am working under the assumption that each of you
is deeply committed both to serving your Saviour and also
your respective churches.



I suppose I should tell you a bit about myself. I'm 25
years old. My hometown is Nepean, Ontario which is a suburb

of Ottawa. I was baptized in the LCMS but our congregation
joined the WELS in 1970. Since I was only seven years old
at the time I can't say that the move was entirely my
choice. 1I've wanted to be a pastor since about the seventh
grade. That's why I went to high school at one of our synod
prep schools in Wisconsin. I also went to college at the
same place (Northwestern, in Watertown, WI). During my
first year at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, I met my wife,
Lisa. We were married on August 8, 1987 in her hometown of
St. James, Minnesota. On December 20 of last year we became
the proud parents of twin girls: Maria and Kristin.

Thank you once again for your cooperation and I am
looking forward to working with the results of this survey
and I hope it furthers my understanding of Lutheran
Seminaries in Canada.

Sincerely,

baggm.@eém |

Dale M. Reckzi



THE SURVEY

PART I - PER3ONAL INFORMATION.

1. Age & Sex:

2. Honmetown:

3. Marital Status & Children:
4. Church Affiliation:

5. On a scale of 1-10 rate your seminary's'financiai aid
programme. {1 = meager, 10 = excellent):

6. On a scale of 1-10 describe your-political-orientation:
(1 = very conservative, 10 = very liberal)

Comment:

7. On a scale of 1-10 how sure are you that you want to
become a pastor: (1 = not sure, 10 = very sure)

Comment:

8. On a scale of 1-10 list how important you feel the
following subjects, classes or courses are to your
training to be a pastor: (1 = not necessary, 10 = very
necessary) {Please also list in parentheses the number of
college and seminary credits you have earned in each of
these areas} :
Latin:

German:

Greek:

Hebrew:

Church History:
Psychology:
‘Systematic Theology:
Lutheran Confessions:
Preachlng Skills:

Evangelism Skills:

Church Administration:



Counseling:
Teaching Skills:

Comments:

PART ITI - DOCTRINAL QUESTIONS

1. On scale of 1-10 how would you characterize the Bible.
(1 = purely human, subject ot many errors, 10 = totally
inspired, infallible Word of God):

Comment:

2. Do you agree (A) or disagree (D) that the following are
true or that they have, will or do happen: (circle)

a. The virgin birth of Christ: A/D
b. The miraculous parting of the Red Sea A/D
c. Creation "ex nihilo" A/D
d. Creation in six 24 hour days A/D
e. The Millenium (in any way) A/D
f. Christ's physical resurrection: A/D
g. The Biblical flood account: A/D
h. The Papacy is the Antichrist: A/D
i, Modern charismatic faith healings: : A/D
j. Modern charismatic tongues: A/D
k. Original sin damns per se: A/D
1. Only those will be damned who

actively resist the Gospel: A/D
m. No one will ever be damned eternally: A/D
n. Hell is a real place of eternal torment: A/D
o. The true God is known by many names

such as Allah, Buddah, etc. A/D

Comments:

3. On a scale of 1-10 how would you describe the Lutheran
Confessions. (1 = outdated & irrelevant, 10 = totally
accurate and faithful explanation of Scriptures):

Comment:



4. How would you subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions:
(Circle)

a. "in so far as they agree with Scripture" (quatenus)
b. "because they agree with Scripture" (quia)

Comment :

5. Do you agree or disagree with the following: (circle)

a. Only local congregations can call a pastor: A/D
b. National church officers (synod officials)
do NOT have a divine call: ~A/D
c. Parochial school teachers have a divine call: A/D
d. Pastors on exploratory assignment ’
have a divine call: ‘ “A/D
Comment:

;'6. On a scale of 1-10 list your agreement with‘these
~ “statements: (1 = strongly disagree, 10 = strongly
. agree) .. .

;51‘5; The,loc&1 q0ngregéti6d”is totally independent:

b. Locél churches should be involved in politics:
c. Prayer in public schools should be supported:
d. Tax money should be used for some church work:
e. Freedom of religion means that we'should NOT
seek converts from non-Christian religions

such as Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, etc.:

Comment: -




7. Do you agree or disagree with the-following practices:

a. Scouts for young boys & glrls: A/D .
b. Lutherans of other Lutheran church

: bodies as guest preachers: A/D
¢. Non-Lutheran guest preachers: A/D
d. "close" communion: A/D
e. Male lay readers at worship services: A/D
f. Pemale lay readers at worship services: A/D

" g. Women voting in church matters: A/D
h. Women as church officers (local/national):A/D
i. Ordination of women: A/D
Comment:

8. Do you agree or disagree with these statements:

a. Every abortion is a sin: o A/D
b. Abortion is not a sin if the mother's
life is directly threatened by the

TR pregnancy: -~ A/D
€. Abortion is a sin only after the

, first trimester: A/D
~d. Any birth control method or device L

coniecls sinfuls A/D

e. Only abortive birth control methods -

" and devices are sinful: A/D

£. Any extra-marital sex is sinful: 'A/D

'g. Divorce 'is permissible under

these circumstances: (circle) 1. adultery
: : : 2. desertion
3. alcholism
4, incompatability
5. deception
: 6. other (list)
" h. Homosexuality is a sin: A/D
i. Homosexuality is reason to suspend
someone from the public ministry: A/D

Comment:




9. On scale of 1-10 how much do you agree or disagrce with
these statements. (1 = disagree, 10 = agree):

a. "In with and under" accurately describe
the realtionship of Christ's Body and
Blood to the earthly elements:

b. In the Lord's Supper we are offered
forgiveness of sins:

c. Baptism creates saving faith by water
and the Word:

Comment:

PART III - PERSONAL OPINION

Yz How much do you personally know about the Wisconsin Synod
,(WELS) and what is your opinion of the WELS?

haﬁkaoﬁerfy mucﬁ”for your time and effort!

~ - (If you have any information about" your seminary that is of

“.~‘a historical nature or anythlng else that you think would be
of interest to this paper, please 1nclude it w1th your
returned survey.)
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