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Johann Helirrich 84 to Anervica with

eleer cane Trom Bavaria

; 1d boy, Upon thelr arrival in dmerd

as a niy

1
'

at Hewlonburs near Fanitowoc, When Pastor Streisssuih
the congresation there in 1856, he persuaded young Johann to study for

the ministry, TPastor Reim of Helenville then became the hoy's tutor to

o Yeminary,
o p

prepare him for his studies under C. W. Schaeffer at Gelbty

“hile the Wisconsin Synod as of this time had no training schools fox

i
@
c

pastors and teachers, an arrangenent made with the Pennsvivanie Finister-

tum rade 1t possible for Sisker to prepare himself for the ministry., In

Q

ker was presented to the 1859 convention of the ¥

isconsin Synod

1058 §i:

i)

lists three other students who

burg at this time, bhut Tailed in thelr attempts due to varl

This shows us incidentrlly, that the vours ¥Wisconsin Synod had problerms

then as today retting young men to crmplete the entd

cuired

cour

to enter the miristrv, Schaefer from the Jettvsiure Seminary whole-
heartedly asreed to the tral > role, He rromised not

ing, bult also financizl

znd hesin his studier
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60 at Tancaster my old school-mate, Rev, J, H, Sleker
of 1 Minnesota Synod, who even when in the Prearation Derart-
ment at Cettysbure took delight in absorbing the time of
class by disputing with the tutor concerning the interpre:
of Virsil, had certein exceptions to offer to the I .
jnet adopted, Sieker, T may remark, was SO supericr to tk‘
rest of ns that, &t one bound, he had vaulted from the Frepa-

ration Dep Ttmont to the Cettysturg Seminary, leaving the re
of us to plod along in the regular college course, If the
Teaders of the General Councll had P”onp their man hetter, they
would not, it is probable, have pald so much attention to his
eriticiem, He was a crude, conceited German, of large build,
carrying himself, when a Preparatorian, with the bhearing of an
Archbishop, and wearing a coat with remarkably long tails,
which he accused my cousin, Luther Jacobs, whether rightly or
wrongly T will not sav, of fastening to the bench at Prayer
Meeting so that when he tried to kneel, he nearly lost his
train, . . The sanctimonious air which had survived his earlier
period made his presence somewhat imposing, And so the ques-

) tions propounded by this very inexperienced delercte from

Minnesota were deemed worthy of the attention of a commitiee
consisting of Drs, Seiss, Krauth and C. ¥, Schaefler, and con=
vulsed the entire church,

While 14 is aifficult to determine how accurate this description of

Sieker truly is, it is evident that at this time as also is the case

today, the eastern type of Iutheranism was not much impressed with

Kol
¢

what the more conservative midwestern tyvpe of Lutheranism nhad to offer,

‘s first call brought him

After gra‘uating from Cettysburg, Sieker
to Salem of Granville Township, Wiscensin, in 1863, He was the first

resident pastor of this congregation which was one of the founding con-

egregations of the Yisconsin Synod, Under his leade the congrega-

tion Tlourished. Growth durine this teriod made it necessary to bulld

a new church., It was dedicated in 1763 and Tor more than 110 vea

it served the conrregation., Az one ol the !

buildine sti11 stands as a landnark, ‘t othis time Sisker was also a
nenbver of Forthvestern tees and wes apr-olntec

v the synod to sell the "scholsarshi

crease the enrollment, ¥oehler doss nelt rention arvtting abont

Femoire of Henyy
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involvement in this mrogram,other than that he sold the scholarships which

were eventually discontinued because of difTiculties encountered with the

2
prosram,’” , S

<

From Salem in Granville Sieker was called

4

to Trinity in 5t. Paul,

“innezota, Fachtmann was his predecassor here, This was in Cclober of
1847, At this time he was granted his release from the Wisconsin Synod
and the following May he became president of the Minresota Synod, And

Tinavgurated a new perlod in the liinnesota

this election, Koehler says:
Synod's historyo”3 Shortly before this time Heyer and Pachtmann had ate

ter-

u)

tended the Reading, Fennsylvania, me“tlpv of T%e Pennsylvania NMini:

jum, It was here that Minnesota joined the General Council which could

«

only mean the orthodoxy of the Hinnesota Synod was beings put into jeop-

‘ardy. This membership was a bone of contention which would later on
“prevent Minnesota and ¥isconsin from establishing closer r«lations, But

-

under the guidance of Sieker Minnesota would eventually drop ont of the

General Council and the way Tor closer velatlons between Finnesota and

T

Tisconsin would be paved,

Tn May of 1868 Streissguth revresented ¥Wisconsin at the finnesota

rted to

synod meeting. The following month Streissruth and ¢

e

the Racine meeting of the Yisconsin Svnod that

jdo
i

Torces with ¥isconsin,

a union and assured the

do its part in bringing

Pading'’s statemerts and 1 hWim to send e i
next syvnod nestine, fut ot e while Yisconelin ot dnls sowe
SN entined
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made a definite break with the General Council on account of the fouxr

ined a member., Through Fachitmann and le

influence FMinnesota wag willing to meke certain concessi

even though it had declar: nst such things as secrst socleties
its own 5 two vears before in the case of Dr, Bleeker, pastor o

The next meeting to unite the two synods was held at LaCrosse in

3

tember, 1860, Bading and Hoenecke represented Wisconsin, Sieker and

ever’s

ons to the Council

ong

‘@P“‘

several other pastors represented Minnesota, After some discussion the

only question which arcse was whether Minnesota was conscience-bcund to

immediately sever its relations with the General Council, The Yiscon

ynod did not press this point as long as Minnesota would consistently

protest against everything in the Council that was in conflict with sound

Tutheranism, Still however ¥ j sconsin stopped short of estabhlishing
plete union with Minnesota,
the time 1s too short sufficiently to weish all the circum-
: tha

ilc
stances and possitle consequences of such a step, and )
approval of the majority of both ods® con rations w017n
have to bhe obtained, and such z unlon should be based on closer
acquaintance,

However, the commitiee recommends thalt Zynod
with the Venerable Svnod of Finnesc into the
lzr relation with the Svnod of seouri, by viy
unity of doctrine witneszed to by the retresents
This will afford the cpportunity
* to each other and t

ity

Cor hoth sornods
ive at the

terme under which

T

come olc
sonner or

com=
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After this statement a2 Jively discussion followed ending with the reso-

i

Iution that the Wisconsin Synod "cont time being the associ-

Svnod of lMinnesota as cavvied

-
)

on hitherto,"©

ation with the

Bvidently with some frustration when Sieker submitted his

added to the above revnort the infor-

and lMinnesota was belng prevented by
three members of the Wisconsin Synod who feared that the
Wisconsin Synod would be reversing its decision to break off from the

General Council if it e t%bll hed complete fellowship with Minnesota,

ng from Sieker reveal that these threse men were

o

Ernst, Adelbherg, and Dammann, Sieker felt that these three men along
with Koehler were too much vpro-Fissouri, while Bading alone maintained
Visconsin'e independence of Fissourl., Although Dammann was a Trobther-

?

in=law of Sieker's this 4id ret evlude him from criticism, And Koehler

jie
an

defends Dammann by saving that Sieksr probably misjudged his own brother-

in-law, For Dammann cenducted such a way zs to

case of Yoehler

While Siaker was bad dn b affortn b g ooy Taota
andon with W 510 no doaht o maneghat Lant




to move to comrletely sever Minnesota's ties with the Genersl Council

bhecause of his training in the at Cettyshurg, He had “riends and

contacts there and duri torate at Granville, had worked

ans for many vears, Therefore FMinnesota's

with the General Council was more gradual, BTut as time rassed

and the General Council steadfastly maintained its lax stand in pulpit
and altar fellowship HMinnesota bowed out. And in this establishment
£ firm Biblical confession by the Minnesota Synod the name most free-

Q

quently mentioned is that of Sieker.9 FEis call to Minnesota certainly

played a part in the general improve=-ent of Vinnesota's theologicsal

In 1876 Sisker accepted a call to St, Matthew's in Few York City,

the oldest Lutheran congregation in the United States, St, Fatihew's

o

ts confessionzl stand in the nidst of the

[

had maintainec

fusion, When it needed a successor +o its pastor it a

to the west, Sieker with his Bastern connections, was o
and accepted, TIn 189 he joined the Missouri Synod, and 9t, Matthew's

followed suit in 1825, Ye was succeeded at Trinity hy Svehr of Shehoy-
gan, and as Minnesota Synod president bty A, Yihn, In 1851 Sieker helned

Tound Concordia Coll Concordia Collese), at 1,
SR

s, fvidently the academy at St, Fabtthew's was changad over into

dona his msrt in

1t T i
e M mamme gy

L

whoe contritutad so wpeh tows
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te and be tordera,
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Horn, Henry &, Nemoirs ~f Henry Byster Jocob,  Published ty the adlhor,

1970, Two volunes., Volume II.

Koehler, J. . The History of the Wisconsin Synod. St. Cloud: Sentinel
rublishine Company, 1970,

Lenz, Manfred J, Golden Jubilee History of the Minnesota District of the
Visconsin Fv, Lutheran Synod and its Fember Congregations, 1918=1068,

Other sources include: The Lutheran Cvclopedia, anniversary booklets
from Salem Fv, Lutheran Church, Granville, WI and Trinity, St. Paul,
JEnd A letter requesting information was sent to 3t. Matthew’s in
New York City but was never acknowledged.
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BRIEFS FROM THE HISTORY OF
LUTHERANISM IN MINNESOTA

In 1840 settlers began to arrive in Minnesota and
in 1849 the number was large enough that the arca
was organized as the Territory of Minnesota. In 1858
Minnesota was admitted to statchood. Saint Paul
was officially incorporated as a Gity on March 4th,
1854. Tts population at that time was 4716. There
were several churches but no Lutheran Church
founded by German Lutherans,

In the middle of July 1855 Rev. Willlam Wier
arrived in Saint Paul and began missionary work
among German Lutherans. We hereby give a sum-
mary of his pastoral activities:

Pastor William Wier, the First Lutheran Pastor
Cin St Paul of Synodical Conference Affiliation.

1. Arrival in 5t. Paul about July 15th, 1855,

2. First sermon preached Sunday, July 22nd, 1855.

3. On July 27th some sort of a business meeting was
held and Pastor Wier was called as pastor.

4. July 29th the first sermon was preached by the
newly called Pastor.

5. First official meeting was held September 14th

and the articles of incorporation were duly drawn
up and adopted.

Services were held in the Episcopal church build-
ing until August 5th. A child was to be baptized in
this service and the Episcopal minister refused to give
permission for this ceremony in his church. The serv-
ice was then held in the City Hall. Later services
were conducted by Pastor Wier in a school building
located on Fort Street. In the month of August,
1855, Pastor Wier began to hold services for the
Lutheran settlers in the neighborhood of Stillwater
and organized 5t. John’s Lutheran Congregation of
Baytown, Washington County, Minnesota. The
Pastor had charge of the two congregations for a
period of two years.

By Courtesy of Pionec

The old Ramsey County Courl House, where Pastor Wier
condicied many of his services.
Pastor William Wier

Pastor William Wier

Pastor Wier officiated at thirty-six baptisms; he
served at nine wedding ceremonies and conducted
eight funcrals. Congregational mectings were held
at various intervals and the business of the congre-
gation was taken care of. In the fall of 1857 Pastor
Wier resigned.

The sccond pastor of the congregation was C. F.
Heyer, sent out by an Eastern missionary association.
He served [rom November 22, 1857, to May, 1862.
During this time the inner condition of the congre-
gation was improved by the adoption of a constitution
covering all points of the congregational affairs. The
membership was constantly increased by immigrants
from Germany and the need of a church bhuilding
became more apparent. In February of 1858 the con-
gregation purchased the lot on the corner of Wabasha
and Tenth Streets, and in the same year building
operations were started. The congregation planned
to crect a two-story stone building with dimensions
of 50 by 80 feet. The upper story was to serve as the
church auditorium and the lower floor was to house
the pastor’s residence; school and confirmation class-

“room. However, the congregation succeeded in fn-

ishing only a part of the lower story and on October
17th, 1858, the first service was held in the new
building. Before the entire structure could be fin-
ished the Givil War of 1861 to 1865 camce and
with it many difficultics for the congregation. Never-
theless another section of the building was made
ready for use and dedicated on October 18th, 1863.
Shortly after the end of the war the congregation
for the third time made special cflorts to complete
the building according to the original plans. The
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work was finished in December, 1866, and on Decem-
ber 26th, 1866, was dedicated to the service of the
Triune God in a special service in which the Pastors
. W. Hoffman, A. Kuhn and G. Fachtmann offi-
ciated. The latter had been pastor of the congrega-
tion since June 11, 1862, and scrved until 1867, Dur-
ing the succeeding vacancy the congregation was
served by the former Pastor C. F. Heyer and Pastor
A, Kuhn. ] H. Sieker was installed as Pastor of

Trinity on October 31, 1867. During his pastorate

the congregation erceted a parsonage located on Tale-
hart Avenue. In 1876 Pastor O. Spehr took charge
of Trinity and was succecded in 1879 by Pastor M,
Tirmenstein. The day of his installation was March
16, 1879, and he served for a period of fourteen years.
Pastor A. Schroedel was called as his successor and
was installed on August 13th, 1893. He served the
congregation faithfully over sixteen years when the
Lord called him to his eternal rest on November 21,
1909. His carthly remains are sleeping in our Elm-
hurst Gemetery awaiting the glorious day of resur-
rection.

Pastor A. C. Haase received the call from Trinity
and accepted it. IHe was installed by Pastor John
Plocher on March 6, 1910. The time of his service
in Trinity is, therefore, more than forty-five years at
this writing.

As early as 1870 it became evident that the quar-
ters of the congregation on Wabasha and Tenth
Streets were not sufficiently large to accommodate
the increasing number of hearers at the services and
the pupils enrolled in the school. A committee was
appointed to sclect a location large enough for the
ercction of a church and a school. Upon recommen-
dation of this committee the site on the corner of
Wabasha and Tilton Streets was purchased by the
congregation in the year 1877. Realizing the im-
portance of Christian education the congregation de-
cided to build a school. The structure was of brick
with four classrooms and was dedicated in June
1880, and has served its purpose until it was now
wrecked to make room for the Capitol Approach
Park.

To provide ample room for the increasing number
of hearers at divine worship the building of the
second church was begun in 1884. The outside
dimensions of the building were 60 by 120 feet and
all parts of the most substantial character. The
beautiful building with its interior finishing and its
new pipe organ was not completed until the spring
ol 1886. April 11, 1886, the day of its dedication,
was a day of rejoicing for the members of Trinity.

Having been organized by missionaries Trinity
has always shown great interest in missions. Realiz-
ing the importance of missionary work among the
children, the early pastors not only conducted their
services, but served as teachers in the Sunday School
and in the Christian Day School. The first teacher
was called in 1864, and ever since the work in the
Christian Day School has been carried on by duly
called teachers. Trinity is now affiliated with thc
Central Luthcran School, located at Lexington and
Englewood Avenue.

Organized as a Lutheran congregation of the
Unaltered Augsburg Conlession Trinity had many
opportunities of proving its loyalty to this confession.

Page T'en

At first it ‘was necessary to awaken the proper con-
sciousness of obligation to the conlessions of the
Lutheran church, and later to strengthen the mem-
bers in faithfully adhering to them and to act in
accordance therewith, This loyalty was manifested
by affiiiating with the Synodical Conference, by its
definite stand against secretism, by its insistence to
administer holy communion in accordance with the
order established by the Lutheran church, and finally
by remaining loyal to its present synod.

Another beautiful characteristic of Trinity’s mem-
bers is their loyalty to their home church. With the
growth of the City of Saint Paul it was but natural
that many members took up their residence near the
outskirts of the community. Other Lutheran churches
were in the neighborhood. But these members re-
mained with Trinity and after it became clear that
the State would take over our property they voted
to rebuild in the downtown area of St. Paul.

After the Legislature of Minnesota had enacted
laws to enlarge the Capitol Approach Park, the con-
gregation realized that it would have to give up all
of its property; church, school and parsonage, so on
January 8, 1945 a committee was appointed to watch
developments on the proposed capitol approach. On
February 2, 1948, the first offer was made by the
Capitol approach commission and they were as fol-
lows:

Church building ... .. $109,192.00
School building ... ... 14,086.00
Land ........ ... .. 15,800.00

$139,078.00

On February 28, 1948, the Trustees of the church
were authorized to place an option on land suitable
for the site of a new church. On April 25, 1949, the
congregation authorized the trustees to convey to the
State of Minnesota titles to our properties for the
following amount:

Church building ... .. $123,786.00
School building .. .. .. 14,086.00
Land .............. 15,800.00

$153,672.00

On June 6, 1949, the Trustees were authorized to
purchase land suitable for the use of the congrega-
tion’s new buildings. Max and Gerald Buctow were
engaged as architects to draw plans and supervise
building operations. TFebruary 13, 1950 preliminary
plans of a new church and Parish Hall to be located
in the downtown arca were adopted. On April 10,
1950, the trustees reported the land on Rice and
Aurora had been purchased for the new buildings
and on June 22, 1950, the congregation decided to
build a church and parish hall. The ground-breaking
took place on September 17, 1950, and the corner-
stone was laid on May 20, 1951.

The new Church was finished in the middle of
November, 1951. The guest speakers were Pastor
Oscar Naumann, Pastor C. P. Koch, and Pastor
Raymond Haase.

We still have a large amount of debts and we
must all work together to pay our financial obliga-
tions promptly.

We now bring the officers and the socicties who
are all consecrated to the purpose of maintaining «
truly Lutheran congregation in the days to come.




PASTORS AND OFFICERS OF TRINITY ABOUT SEVENTY YEARS AGO

(We were unable to check on first names so we give the farily names of all except the pastors.)
On iop: Schroeder.
Second row, left to right: Teacher Fischer, Jahn, Paar, Thomas, Teacher von Schlichting.
Third row, left to right: Schroeder, Haas.
Cenler, left to right: Pasior M. Tirmensiein, Pastor O. Spehr.
Fourth row, left lo right: Wilken, Hensel.
Fifth row, lefl to right: Teacher Schumacher, Siggelkow, Gerber, Gall, Teacher Zeige.
At bottom: Ellet, Richter.
Let the unselfish consecrated devotion of these untiring workers be an inspiration lor all of us to work in
the same spirit of devotion to maintain Trinity as a live active congregation serving diligently for the wellare

of the Master’s Kingdom.
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THE SECOND HOUSE O WORSIIP

1886 to 1951

Trinity School served its purpose—>Scptember, 1880 to July, 1951, The Church
was the gathering place from April 11, 1886 to November 11, 1951, Church and

school were wrecked by the State of Minncsota in the fall of 1951,
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