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With this gift the resolve of
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WELS to begin work in 5

beoo

IV. Mission Work Beaoins

work doessn't really hegin

o . Fivst & mnission teanm has bha
assembled. The mission team for Colombia that was

Nermally at this point training in the Spanish language
would have been the next step for the mission team. Missionairs
Sprain and Zimdars, however, had previous experience in Spanish
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Colombia. Mr. Warner began Spanis]
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Maxico soon after he received his
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impossible problem for the The Colombian

government would not allow ouy missionari

unless we were Incorporatlion meant very basilcally
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recognized by variocus offices within

The only catch was that thig had to be done in the country. The

[531



problem was that they wouldn’'t let the misgionavies in the

1973 tvo work on the nission team's papers. AT

that time the Colombian government granted the missionavies
temporary visas so that they could senter the country and work on
the incorpor on of the mission. {(18)

Afrer a missionary has gained access to
and moving ave the next steps. This is not as

Moving

consuming thing. Moving overseas to a
SO . Due o budgetary constraints the migssionaries were limited

to 3000 1bs. pey family. This may sound like a lot especially

would be bouaht

it was in fact very difficu

t o to stay undey

> . Not only doss the family have to

take along its personal belongings. but nead
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Trip in the fall of 1973 made lists for the missionaries of items

which they would need to bring along when they moved. (19) A

good example would be appliances. Electric typewrlitsers.,

mimeocgraph eguipment, electric razors., e YIing pans
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curling irons, T.V.8, Y avallable in
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Madellin or could only be gotten at prices way above those

normally paid the U.S. English books., for the




anjoyment and for the Pastor'

and

i Medellin

obtained

n

o s P
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added.

1973 meant and

the purchasing and packing of

done the Sprain family ended up

sixteen suitcases, @ a piano, and a dog.
January 20, 1974 was designated as a Synod wide Sunday of

n 5
Avianca 727 jet destined for

Spyra

§

The oarded an

I3 e
v

A

Medellin, Colombia. davys

latey the Zimdaey and Warner famililes followad. When
migsionaries arvived the first order of business settling
down in their new homss and finding

may not it has

n fact 1t is a wvery important part of getting a mission going.
Tt is very important that & nissionary get his home
settled so that he can really on the outreach effort
once it kbegins. The adjiustment is called "culture shock.” I
think it is important to record a few of the adiustments our

missionaries went

missions history.

missionarie

(213 The missionaries, however

in downtown

a

D

3
£

to paint

k!

tay

spent thely firvst few nights in
Medellin, because the houses wersa

had homes



Spanish Buropean design. All were three ov four bsdroom with red
tiled roofing and an open alr patio at the center of the house.

Unfortunately none

of any consecguance

were bullt side by side on every block. Any recreation by

children had to be carried on at nearby local parks. Thae opan

alr patios were great for little

rdens and hanging

plants, but they also allowed ants, cockroaches, and mice into

the home. Spraying the house with insectic was & ragulayr

necessicy. Perhaps the most inconvenient aspect ©f these
wag that the kitchen sink was equipped to handle only cold water.
he reason for this was that most Colombian homes had a maid who
took care of the cleaning chores. 't was felt that 1

wag available it would only be wasted. As a vesult watsyr fov

dishes had to be boiled. Foy the most part these housss made

comfortable homes for our missionaries once a person got ussd Lo

he one aspect of the Ceolombian culture which probably

)
iy

R B 3@ o b - > . S - o 2o
ionary's 1lifse and morvale move than any other was

\LP
m.]

rhe food. Unclean water oy

®

ate the most problems. Animal and

human waste products often contaminated the water and so it could

not ke drunk from the tap.
reward for the person who
to be carefully washed for the same reason.

local Pepsil and Coke bottlers came around

soda and five gallon Jjugs of

WaT



d drinking water.

On

having differvrent cuts of beaf as v

ca Colombia
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't have as difficult time adiusting to the local

our missiconarvies to the Orient: caurion, however.

ig necessary and prudent.

The transportation in Medellin is a

curbed

Daerson

carefully merges with already on and coss
sround until he reaches the point he wants o of f. in the

CIng arouna was not rea

-

i
o
o
o+

watlent and vou kept vour

in do not own !

vide wvavious bus lines which

reason most people ride buses 1z the cost of automobiles. Our
missionarises found this out when thev went to nurchase vehicles

for the missgion. A

ugad, four wheel drive Nissan Jeep cost arcound $15,000. (23)
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srploratory trips to Medellin ocur missionaries met Mr. Reynaldo

with none of
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when services would bhegin. 7Two waaks latery on February 10th. the

first WELS Spanish service in Madelli:
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there was the avearaga

zttendance grew to approximately 35 Colombilians every Sunday.

The Sunday services was not the only work that

1974 tweo Bible classes and a sundayv school were

Bible c¢lass and the Sunday school were held an hour

Sunday morning service. Thase two

in the home of Dr. Corrales, with an average at
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started. Don Revnalde Goméz and his wife Mavruja began first on

March 18, soon after Don Jesds
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range planning was the hope of
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tralning of Colembians for leadership

grew rapidly duvring 1ts first vear the missionaries prayed that
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the Lord would lead such men to them. The Lorvrd answered theiryr

been bringing his family to the Sunday servicse. He brought to
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the attention of the missionarises a yvoung man who had besn

a Carmelite priest. He left
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in studying for the
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missionaries began setting up a twoe vear Bible Institute program

to help despen thely Bibls knowledgs. (32) it was hoped that

this training would prepare them for seminary level studies.
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Colombian people was a daily event. This was due not so much to
the missionaries and thely efforts, but the new members of the

those ayound them and
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Evangelism contacts

with the central congregation working out of the Sprain

regidence. (35) Mr. Wa

which was avevaging 50 <

adults in the Rible clase. the work

with the Goméz family in Envigado whe

four teenagers Thae work
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a missionary sitting

ying the wor

3:16 in & foreign dialect to natives in colorful dress. Mission




CoOUuntLy acking vour family and belongings., following a

governments gulidelines all a pavt of nmission work. The

beginnings of our Colombian mission were no

"ortunately., as a person back on the history of this
mission, the Lord's guiding hand can be seen acting on bshalf of
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people. He navrowed down

decision had to ke mads so that one city

when it

money through =t

speclial

Anaervican mission would He

country eve

imla. He even provided the

filirst gouls for the mission before ouy nmissioconavries were

ready to formally begin the outrsach effovt. The Lord has been
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; OF THE COLOMBIAN MISSION."
g mission activity from 1974-1976. Also
Jan. 1988.
5 - Sprain.
6 - Sprain.
7 -~ Bprain.
8 ~ Sprain.
9 - Sprain.
10 - WELS, ». 1.
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