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APPENDIX

February 17, 1983
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I'm requesting your help in order to complete a second quarter
Church Histiory paper dealing with the subject of 'Lutheranism
in America' for Professor Fredrich here at Wisconsin Lutheran
seminary. The specific title of the paper is: "Congregational
OUrigins of WLS Graduates from 1955 to 1979." Using entrance
applications of 869 incoming students who enrolled at the S et
inary as a gtarting point, the paper has as its objectives:

L. To detiermine congregational origin at birth according to
the stabe.

i

IT. To determine congregations who are leading suppliers of
seminary graduates.

LII. To learn from the pastors of these congregations what
"specilal! means if any, were employed to recrult students
or to maintain thelr interest in the pre-ministerial and

ministerial programs.

V. To single oub any trends over the course of the twenty-
five year period which appear to emerge. {(e.g. Do cerhain
geographic areas/citiies which were leading suppliers of
church workers in the late 19508 continue o hold that
distifction?)

Since I declded to contact only pastors whom five or more

graduates listed as 'their' pastor on btheir enrollment appli-

catlons, you are a very imporbtant source of information For
my paper. There are only fifteen pastors with information
that can prove useful for the specific thrust of Lhis papsr.

Please don't mistake the wmotiveg for my writing bthis paper.
We reallze that the Holy Spirit suppliess the workers Ffor the
Church of Christ when He calls them through the Gospel. Butb
the Spirit also uses men to proclaim that call. Ldeally one
of the objectives of this paper will be to show whebher some
men use extrva-effective means to recrult men in their minist-
rieg or whether workers for the Kingdom will come forward
apart from any specilal efforts on the part of pastors. OF
course thereare variables in a paper of this type such asg
parental influence, education and so forth.

I realize that your time is limited and go I don't want or
expect you to use a great deal of time dealing with the acc-
mpanying sheet T'm sending you. In short, I would like to

0
know how God has used you to recrult pasbtors. Thanks Ffop
any information that you send me!

Simoere%gg
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.4 4.

Please rebturn thils complefed sheet using bthe sbamped pre-add-
regssed envelope. Thank-you.

L.

2

What special means if any do/did you use in your minisbry?

a. stress worker training or ilmportance of ministry in

22

Catechlism classes, Bible classes, or Day School.

b. inform people of the need for workey btraining in sermons,
devotbtlong, church publications.

c. send letters of encouragement to students involved in
worker Gtralning programs at Synodlical schools.

d. actively seek out and encourage bthom people who I fesl
are qualifled for the ministry.

e. no specilal means used; I fesol that those men who are
ultimately chosen by the ﬂo?y pl%it to be pastors wlll
come forth on thelr own initiabiv

f. Please éon't hegltate to make aﬁy comments that you feel
willl be useful to help me meet objective III of my paper.

g. Pleage correct or add to the list below of men who Listed
you ag Tthelr pasbor.
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