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of 1974.1975 which saw the

Beths fall out of favor with thelr pastor, Rev,

sine sent nine of

chool with no disciplinary

action taken ag the parents who enrolled them., Ob.

viously the two churches, Trinity of Caledonia and First

Luthersn of Bacine, along with their respective pastors,

held dissimilar views on the matter of sending Wisce. Synod

children to Hacine Lutheran High School. This paper will

g 11 iguing subject under the theme:
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1, Oprigin and involvem

In a manmer of gpeakiy “ret By, Lutheran Church of

Bacine looked upon Bacine Lutheran School as its own.

There was good reason for such sentiment. Early in the

IProneedings of the Southeastern District (WEL3), 1976,
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Conference Committee of Racine Countv. Enough
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interest was aroused among the varidus churches in the late
summer of that vear so that various personaliti es outlined

def iy

ite goals and objectivess:

1) to establish
2) to begin in
3)  to add

senior attained,

L) to elect two men from each congregati
to form a Lutheran High School Agsociam
tion and draw up a constitution.<

22, 1944 & charter of incorporation was signed
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by the following men:

Bev. Herman Bartz (Grace, LC.NS)
Frank E, Shﬂwiew
John |

J,J.
PP‘W
Fre . 2bey
ﬁim@@p E. Wollang
Edgar ;

W, A, . 5 ]
R, W, JonowsrA
: eiffer :
?flfh Jastor

¢ Bgeman (Trinity, LC.MS)
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Epiphany, WELS)-

1.

ine Lutheran High School opened its doors in the

o my oy N . 5. P
fall of 104L at 734 Villa Street, t builde

belonging to First Lutheran Church, COT -

Re a dedication booklet:; (Hg.

Asse. ), 1952, p.12.

“Lutheran High School of
=: The Lutheran Higu

Articles of Incorporation,
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one remenbhers

groundwork of
themselves in the church to the Lutheran High movement was

the Luthe

extremely wholesome. The minutes of

f

Assc, of May 22, 1944 reveal the following report:

c@keﬂ by the chairman to give a
the committee had done in regard Lo
¢ the school building on Vil-
Ling stated that the commititee
bw the councili of the First Bvan-
Church and that the buil ng had
necegsary renovations would

secured,
be ﬂfﬂ”wyﬁd 4

Evidently, advancing age did not i1l Rev. Volkert with the

same meagure of confidence in the school as was evide
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his own Tlock.”?

First Lutheran supported the new High School from its

P

modest beginnings. The fall enrollment in 1944 saw 58 Tresh

menn F411 the classroomg. The next year witnessed the enrol

ment c¢limb to 98. In 1946, with the addition of a third yesa

N B e A
the total

rollment had reached 220Y This represents a 380% increage
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HLutheran High School Assce., minutes

Pope, the Bev., Beinhart. Private interview, March &, 1977
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kert retived alter Torty bwo

at Mirst Lutheran. Succeeding him was Rev.

J. Pope of eran Church of Crivitz, Wisc.

The arrival of Hev. Pope to Racine ushered in a produchlve
and fruitful cooperative involvement with Lutheran High
School for First Lutheran., Bev. Pope early revealed his

support of the school and also his readiness to involve hime

self in it.. On May 3, 1952 he was elacted to the Board

Two years latter saw him acting as the school bo
man, a post which he served from 1954 to 1956, Besides itz

obvious involvement in the school in the person of its

tor, First Lutheran was represented equally by a number of

teachers, two of which were principals of Bacine Lutheran
tigh School,~ Rev. N.5. Tjernagel, and Mr., Gustave Kalb,

Rev, Tiernagel was called as privcipal of the school in

19503 G, Kalb bec in 1958 and nrincipal
: i I

™
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in 196k, BRecently, Mrs, Jerry Schultz became First Luther.

an s latest teacher, being contracted 10 teach business

1 veati on in d ,‘ 1.

N

Inrough the irst Lutheran was well represented

by ner men who served on the Board of Trustees. While s
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it may be of some inbore
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the men who served on the Bpard fron
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It can be said of

First Lutheran that they did not distingulsh themselves
as religious extremists, or ds an embattled, bellicose
pinority. They were respected,

f)‘ SRR, o 1o e QITe F ro L thers e ToR R Esy ~'r~1’z’~b Ty
Une can also measure Mirst Lutheran's involvement by

her Tiscal support of the instltution, and by the number of

¢hildren which were sent.

Money-wise, the matter of First Lutheran’s participe
o 9 iy
can be pasced over guickly. Using the representative years

of 19673 and 1964 First Lutheran pl fourth out of twenty

.

slx churches In amount of support. This filgure 1s pretty
well d1llustrative of the church’s supvport of the school with

in which she wag as-

thelr pocketbooks through ail
soclated with Lutheran High.

Pirst Lutheran’s impact by the number of children sent

q . . . .
sigmiTicant. The "50%s and '607g were the Gold.

en Years” for the church's association with Lubh

best by the amount of students which she

F s Lo 3 - 7 iEE P 2 ¥
‘Lutheran High School Association, Minutes 1976,

seke. Personal Interview, Feb, 11, 1977,
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averaze number of puplils per year being sent to Luthe

High had visen to 22 students, exactly

.

number of the previous ten years! The yearly breakdown

will ehow bthat the school year of 1970-71 was the high

point for First Lutheran enrollment in Lutheran High,
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6360 sieoeeon
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6768 L oveaoos
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To understand and explain the dramatic increase of
students =2t Lutheran High who came from First Lutheran one

beadd

could look for various causes. The Hacine public 8choo

are notorious for their uunpredictable and, at times, un-
savory bteacher disputes. Strikes seem Lo come annually
in the Racine educational system, but whebher one can use

9 reason for the rise in First Lutheran's numbers

in Bacine Lutheran is rather doubtful. FYerhaps 1t was true

in the y=ar 1970. That was a year of teacher disputes,



and may have had gome des ol antluence in

twenty nins children to

e

of sher unrest should be usad o explain the

eran children at the high school started back in

1961, where total enrollment from the church was 173 per-

3

08, 1t started in 1960, when the enrollment from Firsy

i)

o

C

Lutheran had climbed back to 12, & Dbetter answer bto the
gradual increase of studenits probably lays in the fact that

Firgt Lutheran reopened their defunct Christian Day School

would seem that this

1o

n 1959, appreciation

for Christian education not only proved itsell of worth

for the reestablishing of a local Day School, but that

<)

once the project got of f the ground and beecame

@
53]
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o
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attention was likewise focuged on the rewards and value

of an on-going Chrisitan educatbl

Lutheran secondary education.

tion with Bacine butheran High School was well estab

during these twenty years, 1952-1971,
MUTAUL TMPACT

The five-year period from 1972.76 witnessed a signi-
e RIS

. e A an e 2 ey 4 el 1 1 - . ) S
ficant drop in First Lutheran high schoolers at Bacine

Lutheran, A break-down of each year revealed these fligures,
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enrollment decreage

per year, almost in ha

A £

from Pirat Lutheran puplls was a micro-reflection of

the

entire WELS partieipation in Bacine Lutheran High School.

WELS was phasing out 1ts involvement in Lutheran High ac.
cording to synodical dictates. These figures show the

WELS pulle-out from Lutheran High in the years 1969 to 1974,

69270 covasoso O
70-71 secoscoa 69
7172 conssaoa W5
eooevoas I
cono0 8t /7
ceo s oo as Ak

These figures take on a more precise meaning when glven
on a percentage basis,
69-70 coveenn. 29%

y}()f/l 984 H 5 w8 21//;
y /? o e & B & D8 o 3,2‘;’,79

A comparison of puplls from First Lutheran to the

combined WELS student enrollment at Bacine Lutheran du

this same time period, 1969-75, will serve to indicate

the chureh maintained Ther  understandable close ties with
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the reluctance of Fipat

body

This reluctance on First

marked 1s one looks back to esented,

where from 1045 - 1967 First Lutheran’s children att anding

i

Lutheran High

et

age number of chilldrey EN -

roll

-

he vears

the LCLMS and the 1.

et

Synodical

rons
i1ve.

2id of the Lutheran scene iv

of the WELE enrollment. The aver-




e con

odical Conference church

were gathered. James D, Schell-

Lutheran's Venture of Faith, re-

ing, writ]

and particularly among certaln
bers have flared, in ; have
and serious ruptures have occurred
b@ to God, such has not been and
in the Baecine area. Hather, the
awnod Cd1 @ovfcweﬂco Lutherans of this sres have

=

[
fe

itV
cooperated with one another and V@pﬁ ne (eheley
the ranks, In fact, they have united £

ra o

forts for many caus
the establisi

es. Une of these
1ing of a Lutheran High

tion, he continues,

For many ars there has existed in Bacine a
Synodical Conference Committee. Thisg committes
conslsts a one pastor one lqy an
Trom each church of the Conferen I 0

e Tellowship among
odlfy one ﬂoﬁhJZQ to pJ
joint endeavors , ansion
zTUH One of ”hose DPO1(<£ is the
boo& .W1df7 Tre.Ore Racine L

o

CONgy

can be wnkful for Th“ fst@mce of
mit orily all Lutherans could

this group has!ll

This mutual confessional

in hacine was not
blind to the problems then besetiing the Synodical Confer.
ence, BRacine Aid not have ite head buried in the "sands

of local peace and solidarity.  The Lutheran High School

acine Lutheran’s Venture of Faith, p. 1

@

T s .
LeThid, p.2.
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i to the confessico
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i the Synodical Conference,

nodical

Therefore, be 1t that the Lutheran
E:.

Sehool ASSO@LW?QJH of Ea@ia@ Wise, memor

. 9 A
and herewith earnestly petition the By, L\i, 21
Synod of Wisc, to use every possible mean

every pos n o virtue bO 0¥

ble Christis ¥
Godepleasing unity in the Sy
thereby continuing to make po
efforts.*”

Conferen 0@9
cur joint

A

Earlier in August of that same year, the L, H, S. Associo.
tion sent a letter to Dr. Benken requesting that he too
would wuse his Influence to ensure a God. -pleasing solubion

to the Missouri controversies,

..o take this opportunity and this means to

plead with you as president of the Missouri

Synod to do all in your power to maintain full
”P@t‘waaj relations with the Wisc. Synod. Such
unity is vitally essential for the continued

%Fowuh of IA?lOWﬁl secondary education in Ba@in@oi@

ine concern for confdssional solidarity and peace

did not end with these pleas. Asg the synodical

Sept. 21, 1959 "sent a letter addressed to the Wis. Synod

Convention held in Saginaw, Mic chigan in August, with the

5

L, H, S, Assc., Minutes of 19573,
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Asse., Minutes of 1959,
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gplit have on its No one had any asnswer and

the golution wag reslly wnot pushed during the decade of the
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could be made at this tim@owlo
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ed that WELS in k_nn,he ran High be jeoparde
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proposals,

2

mendment

The motion to 1donmpn(
AP Do s,

Oﬁheo fyrom

divide
the ﬁﬁh@@“
Ner res b nat

would
Lawahip o)
he 1t f

High School AESOGid
in the school's present nwnyrﬂm

Tfeilowship as exercilse

‘nd be it further resolved that
14 gh SGhOOL Agsoclation decl
of change out of the gquestio
to the interests of the school,
ing congregations, the Lut eran
Association and the Kingdom of

z ing. A motion to b

ment to the floor lost.

gion on the original
golution to wmamd the Con

d by two thirds majority.

the administrati

V1 coemas

desolubioy
tu

) 18] @X"

1 011 and

its confidence

of Christian

in worghip and insiruc-

the uubh<z 271

chair ruled the amendment out of order

ring the amend-

A followed.,
tion was
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The Association was thus clearly not antl-Wis

the WELS position was honored.

S5t111, scriptural controversy was

confessional B

of 1965, Bodney Olson gaid,

inne area. In his anmual President's

Doectrinal differences created seversl problems

for the Board of Trustees...the Board knows
the dif
Lo di

committees re
have had seve

resentl m‘
ral meeti

Terent groups
scuss the future

L. H. S, Assc., Minutes of 1963.
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af vour High 3ehool because of this problem, 19
Naturally, the doctrinal problems wWithin the LOLM

were bound Lo and 80 focug

‘oversies on the locsl

te8pPread oc

The "Streiter Cage" of 1965 may have subshant

ive Lutherans in the ares

Tears of some niltra~conservs

that cooperation with the LC.MS iy Racine Lutheran High

3]

> center of this

o)

School conid no longer be tolerated, T
controversy was the afore-mentloned Rev. Streiter, an
ordained LC.MS pastor, called to teach religion at the
nigh school, Charges were brought against Rev. Stredter
At a specail meeting of the Board of Trustees on April

19, 1965. The minutes read,

Fal

Revy, »o}o presented his views first in g written
statemen 1 that the basis for diss.
g?@emcn1 ] to the doctrine that all
of the Bib ired. de charged that stu.
dents are ng adequately presented this
view of the Bi - The theories ;*onydﬁao the
authorshir " the five books of the Mose destroy
the ﬁrapiration and reliability of the bﬁan’
Jesus accepted the Mosaic authorship. Students
@w confused by the presentation of these theor.
Another view that is presented hold@ th ;
rgerations and inclusions @f myths
in the Exodus epic., Anolher hﬂomy dL\,
ah into two sections and claims (&
section was not written by Isa
of Isaiﬁh JAre quoted by New Tes
I 'Vwﬁfjngo Another bee
Sh&h(u that the messape A=
the people to vh@m it ritten,
> presented to the students for
But Leaehefn should warn their
theze theories and show why
)

students
they are

L. H. S, Asse., Minutes of 1965,
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their children to thisg matter of fellowship

became =n increasingly difficult prob

Lo head in the mid-geventies for

1975 a letter was sent to all congregatlional members who were

students, instructors or Board members at Lutheran High,
hils eall for correct fellowship practise by Hev. Pope out-

lined the follo owing subject matter,
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g vears we had to
because we

nreviou
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But this is p-

oW,

p?lubwpiff point out, we
alternatives in the area.c

(Emphasis writer

The above underlined sentence pretty well states the

oolicy of Firgt Lutheran to the "problem” of sending students

to Lutheran

the synodical

.

= 1t was handled

“'Cenvrﬁvji Lonal letter by Rev. Pope, Sept., 7, 1975,

irgt Lutheran. On Sept. 7,

Y )
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with the utmost evange 108 were not

removed from the congre

L i Ao
and/or aend thelr

respect, © Hev., Pope’s policy

love for his parishoners, but aleo

School. " So'theh, through

Lutheran was persuzded that she must cut her tieg with

=y

the school., The figures indicate this to be the case,
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Firgt Lutheran never had a2 "falli nﬂ out” with Racine

Lutheran High School., For that matter Lutheran High was

'sorry to see not only First Lutheran pull out of its school

but also all the other WELS churches, The Moy, 1072 Azsa,

meeting stated auite plainly.

We atill welcome any and all WELS students.
Pomsiiixp10wa11v9 this is still their school,
They are A positive force in our student
body., Th doctrinal position origi inally
set. for the school remains unchanged
Lutheran High School teachas and s rvpfw“
the same fundamental Luther 8M WE @sPoOUs -
ed as a Synodical Conference school a gen-

2

eration ago.<”

First Lutheran's long relatlonship with Bacine Luth.

eran w28 close. For yvears when one- thought of Lutheran Hipgh

“Bleeke, Personal Interview, Feb, 11, 1977,

Dy , oo
<L H, S, Assc,, Minutes of 1972,



one also thoupht of two congregations - 5, John's,

PUorave the greatest amount of studenbs and money ., ard et

Lutheran, because 1t was the home of the school., Fivst Luti.
erary, as has beon polinted out a numl of blwes, felt o vary
strong tie to Lutheran both bthe congregation and h

2.

pastor. They were reluctant to give up the school which was
born in their midst, and in a sense looked upon it a8 their
own. They didn't want to surrender it to the majo&ity even
though the majority had always been Missouri. First Luther-
an's pastor and many of her members put 2 lot of themselves
in the school. Many of the women of the congregation worked
in the two "Thrift Shops” that helped send financial aid to
the gchool { a random sampling of the women who worked in
the Thrift Shops would have shown that one oub of three call-
ed First Lutheran thelr home).26

Thus in view of Pirst Lutheran’s emotional involvement
with the “chool and 1ts various organizations, s eparatiomn
from it was, and is, no easy matter.t The strong continuity
was there between school and church. Therefore parents
could not just be simply "ordered® to send . their children
elsewhere, IMiregt Lutheran's policy towards Bacine Lutheran
was one of order JYFO treat. This proved to be the best

4

approach to the situation - First Lutheran did not lose &

family to the Missouri Synod due to a less than evangelical

l A

attitude regarding the matiter of phaging out participation

L”F teeke, Personal Interview, Feb, 11, 1977.



in the school. The same can nobt be sald of some of the

The WELS churches in which saw pulnit chs

5 2180 witnessed thelr ministers view

sechool as a Tore institution, and 50

It

This happened at Trinity, Caledonia when Bev. Choworowsky

and Rev, He

came, Trinity’s Koelpin,
Choworowsky and Hein's predecesor, had been an ardeni supe.

norter of L

utheran High, but with his passing out of the

picture Trinity steadily withdrew itself from the school's

orbit. This was true slso at Epibhany, Bacine. Rev. Jas.

tor was one of the original incorporators of Bacine Luther-
an High School. And belonging to Eviphany also was Ernie

Mross, Lutheran High's publicity man and known throughout

the area as "Mr. Lutheran High." However, with the avrival

of Bev., T, Kraus, Epiphany passed into a different and

o

strange relationship with the high school. Rev. T, Kraus

discouraged and warned against any Epiphany involvement in

the institution. Both cong

3

regations lost families to Mig-

gouri. It was easy Tor men like Hein and Kraus, who were

EY £

not a part of the original and friendly movement, to qulckly
mplement the Digtrict's directive of phasing-out relations

a

with Hacine Lut%<rjnn- But for Pirst Lutheran it was differ-

A ., 3 - Lo . £y FEY 2
STV Hore +hn ere wag o combtinuity of dedication Lo o 4% ne
- ki R Lrldve b e LA RN A RV L TS I S G VL N B Vg L}' ed 4 N A N A LR The Lotk

institution. Bacine Lutheran High 3chool was home,<7

DTy - s A A "
<7’Bleeke., Personal Interview, Feb. 11, 1977.
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