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"Changing, changing, ever changing, like the sands upon the shore..."

It was with these words that the forgotten song-writer tried to describe the
fickle condition of the human heart. I don”t want to make an assessment of

the heart of mankind, but we would have to agree that it is a very fitting
description if we apply these words to the shape of church history in America.
Changing tides of new philosophies, the influence and the type of mission
societies which were able to send pastors into the New Country, the orthodoxy
of the leaders who took the helm in leading the sometimes floundering groups

in a sea of adversity--all of these aspects and more—have_produced a seemingly
constant flow in the:malleable_shape of Lﬁtheran Chﬁrch bodies in America.

Some groups which ad started with a firm confeseienal principles have seen
these principles eroded in a sea of‘ﬁnioﬁism: Othere whose beginning were much
less firm, solidified into rocky ledgee'of orthoaex§: It is only natural of
course, that as this sifting of sand takes place, there w1ll be those who don”t
flow along with the rest-who soon see the erosion or the change for what it
is--and who see the necessity of separation. SuCh a descrlptlon would give

a fiarly accurate picture of the dissatisfeetion concerning the Missouri

Synod during.the middle of this century; Many simply. could not flow with the
tide as the staunch doctrinal position of'men like Walther and Pieper began

to crumble under the pressure of the waters of unionism. Among those who

fought against being swept away by a lack of concern for the principles of Scrip- -

ture, was a group of pastors and congregations who'erentﬁally formed a body
called the Concordia Lutheran Conference. It is the purpose of this paper
to give a brief history of this group which felt bound by conscience to set
out on thelr own and to remain separate from any other Lutheran church bodies

in America. In some places, this history may be more brief than one might
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recessec ~I the rencries of thasa who have ~-ern intergrsl part;nrs in ki
rrocess of change. The data zresented, hrwever, gives a -retty clean rvicture
of how and why there is new a CLC (Corcardia Tutherar Ccnferancal,
1. EaBLY 2EGININGS

The tendencies towards fellowshippiny with the ATr, and i» varticular the
formation of the Comron Confessinar ir 1950 had given rise tc scre énprehensicns
arong the clergy of the lisscuri Syrod. The dissatisfastion had begun tn
lead in the directicn of sevaraticn already i- 1651 when the st. leuis
Lutheran 3tudy Club decided to crgavize 2z grouz ~f concerned pasters far the
purpose of discussing the "facts" ‘regarding anrarent unscrintural uricrism,
Cn July 11, 1951, the first invitations to this conventir~r were sent out.1
The place of the corvention was to be Ckabena Minnesota, the date; Seot.
25-26 of that same year.

The purpcse of that convention wasrn't that of formirg a new church body--
it was sirply to opermindedly discuss the recent *urn of events in the *isscuri
Syncd. 3ut, ty the end of the second day of the convention, the group had
enced their fellowship with the }issouri Syrcd, had fermed their own group,
and had drawn up articles of agreement. The name of the gronp was to be
The Orthodox Lutheran Conference. For their president, they chose Rev. W.
H. McLaughlin, of Pittsburgh, PA. Their vice-gresident was the well knoﬁn
P.E. Kretzmann of Cupa, Missouri. Since this paper ié primarily concerned
with a later division of this group, the details here wili be kept to a mirimum,
Let 1t suffice to say that it was with great efficlency and speed and good

organization that this group got started. Already by “ovember of 1951

the (rthodox Lutheran Conference was publishing their own monthly journal



3)

The {rthodox Lutheran. It is from this jour-al and its descendant, The

Ceneccrdia Lutheran, that much ~f the matarigl fap +hie marer has been gleaned.

immediately after the £ pmatinn cf the cc-farence, the right hand o*
fellowship was extedded to AELS and the EL3. (rne ~f the reascrs that n~thing
fruitful resulped from this was due tn a breakdown in communiceticn, as well
as the fact that those two bodies weren't quick te “reak fellowshir with

Ilissouri,

An irteresting incident in this regard involves the fact that the ~verw
tufes toward fellowship sent out to WELS were never answered. A letter was
later writter to the cresident of the yestern wisc., Bisrict asking why the
official overture had gone unheeded for twc years., The recly wa: that nn
one c-uld ever remember ge~ting such an overture, At that ocint, the Secretary
of the QIC was asle to produce two letters frém President =renrer showirg that
He acknowledged receiving the CLC resunlutions and would ﬁresent them to the
Committee cn Church Union. As of Dec} 1953“no £;;;; from Wisconsin in
regard to this confusion, and since it wasn't long btefere the (IC had problems
of its own, hb further attempts at union were :r.-ade.j'5

The CLC was not to enjoy a veaceful existence for lorg before irternal con-
toversy would rock their very foundations. The controversy itself arose over
the question of applying the crinciples of fellowship,

It ssems that sometime during 1955, Fastor Kretzmann,vwho was at that time
a professor at the seminory in Minneapolis, told one of his seminary classes
that he considered it possible for him to preach for Fastor Gervasius Fischer
of Mankato. Pastor Fischer was QWWELS pastor who had at first supported |
the cause of the QLC but who had withdrawn support, even though his doctrinal
pPosition was the same as that of the CIC. Pastor E. Hallstein of Clark, South

Dakota, regarded that statement as being unicnistic and hegan tn discuss it



privately with Tr. ¥Xretrrans, Aft r a lengthy correspondence, cther ~ewters
sf the cc-ference were drawn iz, Ziawce Xretzmanm was a nrofesscr at the
CLZ 3erinary in ri: eapolis, the "Comritiee an Theological Educati~n® which
was cerstituticnally autherized t- surervi-e the faculty and student bcdy)
attempted to discuss the rmatter ir controvorsy.2 Fastor C,G. Schuomann
hindered such discussions saying that sirce Yretzmann was a merher Af hig
congr«gaticn, the Comrittee nr Theologiczl Zducaticn had nn right *o talke
any xind of action on the case, The céntrnversy smoldered in this state until
Dec. 5 1955 when Dr. Xretzman sent out the f~llowirg arrcurcement te the |
membsrs of the conference. "Unless the men (and others) who share Pastor ¥.
C. Hallstein's position will withdraw their sinfu' charges againgt me hy Teec,
31, 1955, I shall no longer ccnsider them either individually or ccllectivély,
aé trethren in the faith."3 With further observation, Kretzmanﬁ noted that
Hallstein was becomihg a "pathological case."LL |

Since there was no withdrawal of charges, the mgjority which sided with
Kretzmann decided to hold a special @onference convention mn Feb. L, 195¢,
Those who sided with Hallstein felt that they could not spiritually meet with
the convention and refused to ackrowledge the convention as a bona fide
constituticnal meeting especially since the duly elected rresident ard vice-
president of the Conference at that time were avong those oppéging Xretzmann,
The President waé E. Mehlberg; the viceipresident--H.D. Mensing. At the
special Pastoral Confereﬁce held in Tinley Fark on January 19, the Hallstein
dackers drew up a statement called"Cur Declaration" in which the unscriptural
irpeachment proceedings of the faction were dencunced.5 It was also spelled
cut in this statement that they wculdn't be able to discuss these matters as
facts until they had retracted and repented of the unscriptural hreak in

fellowship., In the meantime, any offices vacated by Kretzmanr's followers
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ast-r I, Lavid Yensing. Holy Trinity Crthodex Lutherar Church, Cstala-~sa,
IA; Pastor J. E. Shufelt. Tririty Zvangelical Tutheran Church, Clark, S~uth
Dakota; Tastor E, Hallstein. St. Stevhen's Ev. Tutheran Church, “ilm~t, 3,0,:
raster C.i. Schaefer, St. John Crthedsx Tutheran Church, Tehar~n, "R: Tactar
#.L. hatterer. St. raul Crthodox Luthera» Church, Empire, CR; Tastar P.R,
3lcedel.
Since tals group had what they considered to te the criginal C7C officers,
they felt it would be vrorer to retain the name, Crthodox Luthcran Confererce,

even though the other group did also. As a result, from Feh. 1956-Decerher,

. BEinq
there wers two copies of the Crthcdox Lutheran wess=Vsent out, one by each

group. TIo avoid confusicn then, the sever pastcrs who had erposed Kretzman,
cecided to recrganize under a new constitutior with a new rame, The name that
they cncse was the Concordia Lutherar “onference. They traced the nare back

to Ardreae's German edition cf the confessional writings of the Tuthera= Church

which was putlished under the name, 300k of Ccncard or Eoncexdia,

We, therefore, greatly cherish this desigration for ~ur corference
cvecause it directs us te the tried ard vroven cecrfessions of rur
Church, which, by God's grace, we contirue to stand in ~ur endeavers
to preserve for us and for wur children the teachings ard treasuries
of the true Lutheran Church.

By this name cur conference also wished teo emphasize the harrcny, the
c-ncord, the complete urity, agreement, and the one-mindedness among
the brethren of cur fellowship ir full accordance with I Corinthians
1;10 where we read, "Now I beseech you, brethren, ty the rame of cur
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there
be no divisions among ycu; but that ye te gerfectly joined together
ir the same mind and in the same Judgment,®©

The reference to the confessicns was not Just a plous sounding verse which

passed over their lips, as has secermed to be the case ir the histery of many
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Lutheran Church bodies. The ccnstitutinon and practice »f the CIC clearly
shcws a slucere attempt to achere strictly te all that is tausht i» the ¢-na
fessions. JAccording to the censtitutien, the CLC accep*s az its confessi~ral
standard the cancnical 3criptures; the 3y~tolical 7ock =f Covnerrd ~f 1580; and
the Brief Statement of Mis-ouri.7 Cne statement of the ccrstituti~n (adopted
ir August 1957 and appreoved llay 1958) which would prove tec be significant in
the CI.C's relationship with WELS w:s a statement regarding the dectrine of the
Church especially in reference to the authority of the conference cr a svned.
Retaining that position which ¥issouri had technicall& held, the local con-
gregation was considered the cne divinely nrdained form =f the church, nj
conference or syncd is neither of higher nor »f egual autherity to ary of its
congregations, Mat, 18;17-18, Mark 10;42—“5.8 According to the constitution,
the corference was cnly an advisory body. At any rate, with the adortion of
the constitution and the new name, the CLC was now an official ILutheran body
in America,

Such were the sometimes turbulent details which descrive the way that seven
men were faced with the task of estnblishirg an indeperdent Lutheran church
oody. When the dust had finally cleared and they were able to take stock of
their situation, what was left of the group which in 1951 had left the ¥isscuri
Synod for the purpose of "preserving and carrying forward the true Lutheran
position formerly held ty the Miscouri Synod."s'5 were seven congregations in»
5 stateé, comprising a total of 363 baptized merbers, 232 commuricant members
and 68 voting members.?

II LATER LEVELCPMENTS

With the establishment of the constitution and the recrganization after a
disheartening breakup with those that had been corsédered their brothers, the

Concordia Lutheran Conference was dug in the trenches and ready to carry on.
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reac, i> take their first steps frrward, Those first siens came as a result
cf the 1958 corventinn held at "eace Tv. Zutheran Church ~¢ Tinley Tark ITI.
on august 9-11, slthough fastor Schaefer was already an ~fficer ~f the con-

ference, and had in fact neern -~re =f th-se to sign, Cur Ceclaraticn, and The

reement a statement sirilar Yz Cur Teclaration which explaired the re-
[ ] s

organization) his corgregation, St. Stechen's of Wilmot, SD vasn't officially

accepted into memoership until this 1958 convention. 10

Cutside growth came also
that year as a vacant corgregatior in Seattle, Washington--served hy Pastor
Natterer as vacancy pastor--was alsc received into mempership. In order to
insure that growth could czortirue, it was determired that a goal sh~uld be

set for the establishment of a sewminary with a full-tire professorship.

The entire‘hiétory of the CLC up to this point had heen marked by quiék
changes énd at the outset it seemed as if the goal for the seminary might also
be quickly attained. Feace congregation of Tinley Park made a preliminary
offer to the corference, ramely; the use of 3 5/8 acres of its own property.
The conference went oﬁ reccrd as being favoratly disposed to this rrelimirary
repcrt and authorized the Committee on Theological Education to carry on
further negotiations with Peace Lutheran. Since cne applicaticn for miristrial
study had already been received, the Committee on Theol. Ed. also prorised that
arrangemen{s would be made for the instruction of this student at once.11
Realizirg that some time would be needed to estaElish a seminary in Tinley
Park, the members of Christ Congregation in Milwaukee formulated a plan which
would estatlish a temporary semir®ry in the city of Milwaukee, in a building
which would oe provided by the local congregation. 3Both offers were officially

12 gince sufficient

suomitted to the 1959 corventicn at Empire Cregon in June,
funds weren't immediately available for begir~ing to underwrite the cost of a

building at Tinley park, it was decided that the Milwaukee plan was the best
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sulted “c the situation. Tastor Mehlberg was requested ~y the Corittes nf
Theol. Ed. tc serve on a te~yorary has{s as the first ivstructer, and -y
Movermeer 1, ~f 195G, pastar vehlrerg was installed as the nrofesser ~f the
new Concordia Lutheran Conference Seminary. The nuildire which would serve
as a chapsi—parsonage and serinary was located on €4th and Ruby.

Cnly a month later ancthar irnstallation would take olace. Tastor P,
2loedel who had been pastor a2t Empire, Cregon, accepted the eall to serve as
pastor at St. Lukes in Seattle {A. The growth prospects of the infant con-
ference looked very faveratle,

Zt would nct be only through the estatlishment of a semirary that the
Conference wculd attempt to strengthen its fortifications., Tn the conve-tion
of july 1960, the voting members autherized the Corrittee on Tutheran Union
to preoceed with negotiations with the QLC--albeit véry cautiously.13 Since
no favoraktle response was elicited from the QIC, ro furthér atterpts were made
at this tire. The next really official word heard concerring the 0IC was a.

stateggzg-in the May € issue of The Northwestefn Lutheran statihg that the

OLC Rad dissokved and many of the remaining pastors had jrined the Wisconsin
Synod. Another chapter was completed concerhing the struggle of conscience-
bound !hristians.

Being dedicated to carrying out the letter of the Scripﬁures was the cause
that had led to a split with the Missouri Synod in the first place and had
later led to the disheartening treak among the men in the origiral OLC; Reing
dedicated to carrying out the letter of the Scriptures and opposed teo sinful
unionism bhore—w;ll.alwa§q4gzngﬁz possibility of sad encounters and *“reakups.
The Conference convertion of June 24-26, 1961 was to bte the location of yet
a:other controversy. The exact origin of this problem is snmewhat vague.

Apparently, Trinity of Clark, ST had »nresented a memorial tn the convertion.

This memorial apparently had something to do with Chris* Church in ¥ilwaukee
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and Pastor dehloerg. Trinity was i-stiructad “hat acccrding ta the cong:itutinse,
Article VI 1-3, tne; hadn't fcllowed the -rcper nrocedure ir taking care ~*
treir disagreeme-t, I as ume thet i* wac i~ vizl.ti~- tn the f~llewir7 clause,
"Ir the case <f disputes retween 2 raccrs, a2 ~astor ang a cargregatinsn, ~r
petweecsn twz ¢ .rgregations, a decisir- vy the confererce or its represertatives
shall ce sutmitted only upon the request of bnth :zarties cotcerned."1u ~fficial
ocjections had to be filed with the president to be taken to the Beard ~f
Directors and ther if necessary to the Gc-vertior. "No puklic circularizatior
of the ccrference regarding diéputes and otjecticrns widuld ke made'except
after the acove regular procedures have bebh exhausted, with due natience and
to nc satisfactory soluticn."15

The recommehdatior was made ty Mehlberg ( the rresident of the Conference)
that since Trinity had refused to conrerate with the President ana Doard ir
seeking settlement cf the protlems, the matter should te dtscussed a.fter‘\ukick
time Trinity and Pastor Hallstein should te suspernded from fellowship. It
was accut at this time thet the conference was adjurned till the rext day.
Having reconsidered his motien thr-ughsut the evenirg, Fastor »ehlberg gave
Fastor Hallsteir a chance to b;ck out gracefully.

If Pastor Jallstein will give irdicaticn here that he holds himself
to be in fellowship with me ard as a brother will endeavor to co-
operated in the carrying cut of the resclutior cf the Conference,

I would oe happv and g}ad %8 withdraw ry request for his and his
congregation's suspension,

Hallstein answered with a courter oroposal. de asked that a study should
be made of a thesis entitleé "An Exegetical Treatment and Defense of o~ur Use
of the Luke passage 14:28-30." He said he would let that determine the
question of fellewship raised in the president's syétement.

Fror the floor of the corvention it was roted that the arswer didn't

answer either the question or the rrevicus resolution so the recommendation

was once again made to suspend the congregatior alcohg with Hallstein their
\

~
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pestor. after scme discussirs 4s tc whether this was regarded as a suspensin-
or ar exgu:ision (the o--zregati~r was éfhsidered tc te ~~ly ir follrwshin and
nol un actual remoer) it we: decided 5 rctify Tri~ity that they would "o
given 9C days to i-fcrw the Corference as t® whether ~r -0t they wevrld f~llew
dallstein. lefore tais was to be taken tc a vete however, it wa~ decided to
give F:stor Hallsteir the oppcrturity te defend himself. They wculd hear him
the next day. 4As the early morning sessior cpened, however, Pastar “loedei
took the floor and suggested that to allow this mar who had become a "‘toal of
the devilwl? to further defend himself might rlace ther all 3ir danger of
terpting the Lord further and that they should row take a vote, 2 standing
vote reva:les 14 in faver of the suppensior with 3 orposed. Those who were
opposed were the delegates of Sigourney-Muscatire Towa. Following recess, a
proposal by the president stated that since the pastor and two delegates of
Tririty, Sigourney-Muscatine had voted negative, they were recognized as out
of fellowship. It was incumtent on Trinity congregatiocn tn irform the
president as to whether or not it wculd concur with ifs delegates., If Trinity
Wwas in disagreement but still wishéd to retain fellowship; they were instructed
to follow Article V of the constitutior in settling the disagreerert. The
president's motion carried. Roth corgregaticns went alorg with their rastors
and in effect, reaffirmed the break in fellowshipi

Although such an episode was certainly a sad experience for those invnlved,
and although this reart that 1/4 of the congregations had been removed, it
wasn't by any means the death-blow to the struggling corference. The next
year brought 2 scurces of hope to the constituents of the conference. The
first good news came in the form of an #r*ﬁurcement that Pastor Alvi» J. Cordes
who had formerly served five years in the miristry »f the ¥issouri Synod had

terminated his relations with that body becauce of its false doctrinal position
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and had tassed a crllaguy given nn June 23, Thus, *they had ~re wrre rastern

eligiczle for a c:ll.18 Ta August 26, 1962, Cordes was irstalled at Trrira

(@]
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O

n after a three year vacancy there,

19€2 also brought the -ews of fhe first graduatis- fror the Seri-ary., ¢~
September 9, graduaticr cerewonies were held for :'r. Julius Schmitt. Arcther
pastor was eligible for a call, and this time there was no cpening readily
availaonle. He was howewer, enc-uraged tc cortinue under the auspices of Christ
Lutheran Church where he did work among the Negroes.

It wa: at this time that missicn work was being very actively done in other
areas as well. In particular, the corgregatiors at Seattle and Er-ire renorted
°n canvasses ir the area. The rastor-at St. Taul's nnrted, "we feel we have at
least 100 good prospects from our convassing, at least 75 of these u.'".c"'urched."]9
To those urchurched, the ambitious pastor Cordes sent a monthly nst, Eaul's
Evangel.” During the Lenten Season of 1963, attempts would also be made to
reach out to the peorle in the Coos Bay area with about $50.00 worth of
advertizing in the daily paper. As the mission work was done, the stress on
evangelism was laid on the shoulders of the members--not Just the pastors.,

In 2 series of articles in volume VIII of the Concordia Lutheran, the Corference-
scught to strengthen the lay members to be better orepared to witness to their

faith. An Evangelism Fartual was also put up for sale which was te enhance the

effectiveness of the ocutre~ch program by training them to he ' better witnessing
Christians. This type of work was <he assignment of Pastor Cordes whe was

the chairman of the Committee on Missions. Not long after he had beccme a

part of the conference, the artitious young rreacher had rre-ared a pregram

of taped sermons which were to be made a¥ailatle to groups that had left
heterodox church todies and who were.looking for those who taught the Word

of God. Mimeographed sermons were also offered as well as any other help
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wio nouells e requested, Realizing thot outsicde grovth 15 ~et imssicle

writlisg Sunday Jehcol -aterial. To round out the program, the yeung -e-z-la were

alsc takes care of, Alth- gh I found ro recnrds dealirg with the nurmker of

.

high scheol age youths celengirg to the conference, the youth groucs, rartisularlv

these 1ir yashirgten and Cregon did get tegether at least ance for carring

290
activities ‘ete,

It was especially easy to see ir such a small greur that witheut makire

uq

a ccncerted effort to meet the needs »f all renrle (an endeavor wHich czr te
frustratirg anad expensive wher workirg with such a small grrup) it wruld

oe lmgossiile te kewp cn groving cr even to continue to exist for very long,

In spite of the fact that all the-béses seemed to te.covered (as wuch aéfg;ranly
possicle when éonsidering the small rumcer of pastors and the scattered
locations of the congregations) it was discouraging for the voting members of
the CLC te learn thatbat the 1962 convention, 4 of the 6 congregations had

sent no lay delegates. It ray have teen in response to this thzt the 1963 cor-
vertion ir. Lebarcr, Cregon, ccnsidered several other tools which would be
useful ir hel:ing to spread the message of the Gospel. A Conference Tract
Frogram was adopted with Fastor Ccrdes és the Chairman. The need was rec-
ogrized for a permanent Publishing House which was controlled by the conference.
Up until now, the material had been printed ty Pastor 3loedel on his own
equipment. Guidelines were also to be set up for pastors and congregations
which were approached by those who were too far away from ary of the congregatiors
and plans were made to begir to investigate a Frogram of Parochial Teacher
~Training.21 To what extent all of these projects succeeded is not tctally
certain (to me) due to a lack of material covering the history from the rericd
of time netween 1967 and 1972.

The 3 years prior to 1967 perhaps seemed uneventful, but that can te an
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indicatizn ~f steady and suiet growth, The fact that on g-ril 5, 1964, 4
oul ding was dedicatedbin Tirley Tarkewhich was to serve the corgregaticn
and ever*ually the Conference as 3 seivarye=showed that the w~rk was con-
tiruisg to meve ferward as these mern tept their eves focused ~- the gnal of

proviairg anore pastors to preach the Gospel. Although “isterical docuwerts

g

coveriz the rext € years are scarce, several notewerthy events diZ2 take
rlace durisz that tire,
IIT 19€7-1972

The three incidents which would have been significant in the history of any
church .cdy rut especially to cne of this size, were the final estatlishrent
cf the _erianert seminary at Tinley Fark and the separation of twn of the
pastors whe had veen' a part of the Conccrdia Lutheran Conference.

As of Cctover 1, 1968, the veices seemed united and progress had been made
to the point that the rresident of the Corference declared that the ¥ilwaukee
Flan for the Seminary would be discontinued. Instructions were given tc the
Committee on Theological Education to proceed with the New Seminary Plan, The
- @ormittee then presented two possitle plans to all the ccngregations of the
Conference. Both new plans revolved arsund Peace “Yorgregaticn and the
original generous proposal which they had made that the Gonference could rake
use of their property for the seminary. The difference between the two rlans
reVYolved around whether there wculd be a @onference owned professorage or if
the professcr-president should zrovide for his own house. Voretary pledges
Qere also taken at this time. The circumstances involving one of the pledges
was interesting,

Christ Lutheran Church of ¥ilwaukee, voted to make $75.00 available. Later
they recorsidered their pledge and reported to the Committee that they had
unanimously resolved to dissolve their own corgregation for the benefit of

their orethren.



(14)

Tr view of the conditisns in ~ur c~rferen

h ce, na~ely, *he shortage
of ~asters and the need »f a semizzry rrefessor, as well a2 the
a w

o the yatere ~f Chri=t

e

v
_utheran Church have resclved, under the Tard, te diss-~lve ~ur
congregation

Christ Church firmred that at least 34,000 wruld *e —ade availa-le 4~ e
giver to the serinary fund., Tc elirinate a delay i- starting the rr~gra-, the
czecisics was rade tc put cut a czll for nomiratinns for professors tc e
23

prirtec in the Concordia Lutheran. - Rev. “ehlberg and C. Schaafer were

norirated for professor-presicent at the seminary and Rev. "'ensiwg was nominated.
for asscciate preffessor.

rastor Schaefer wa. elected, and when hé meved to Tihlebeark, a vacancy
was created which was quickly filled &ty Julius Schritt, the serinary graduate
who had teen workirg arong the Négroes of ¥ilwaukee, Voices were unitad in
 praise for the ;regress which had teen make in esta™lishirg the seminary.

The fact that the pastors weren't speaking @lways with one urited voice
was shown ty the fact that in that same year, Taster Cordes had to terminate
his relationsnic to the Concordia Lutheran Co-ference. (This was also the
reason why there was a shortage of pastors) This can of worrs was omered
wice when a layrman from California--whe agreed with the Cornference as far as
doctrine is concerred--had been corresponding with Pastor Cordes and found him
to b 1d a positicn in doctrire ard practice contrary to the Scriptures.zu
Cr. of the several items in questicn was Pastor Cordes' positicn ir faver of
polygamy.25 The Californisg-layman-then—-contacted Pastor-MehlBerg-and -asked-—
him to contact Cordes. The President at that time, Pastor Schaefer, as well
as two other representative paétors attempted over a peridd of months to meet
with Fastor Cordes, but he simpl& refused to meet with ther. The final attempt
was made on April 8, 1969. 1In the following corvertion, it was noted that

attempts had teen made to deal with him "concernirg whom there was evidence of
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viclations of Holy Scrizture in the administration of his pastoral ﬂffiﬂ@."ze
Cissappointment was expressed for the senaratistic attitucde which Cerdes had
taken the past few years. It was alsc repcrted t~ the dismay »f the rest of
the Conference, that obefore discussinns could oe carried out, Fastnar Cordes
had resigned from the Conference. He said, "I believe that I car, as Gnd gives
me the grace, use my God-given time, talent, ard treasures te the zl~ry ~f God
more»faithfully outside the membership of the CLC.27 It was moved to accept
the resis-atior on protest cn the grounds that he had disguised the real
sifuation. He had resigned when attempts were being made to resclve the issues,
ard it was viewed as a sinful act of separation. The resigratic~ fre= his
congregation went hand in hand with the resignation from the Conference,

The raging fires of controversy didn't end with the expulsicn however,

In Jjust a little more than two yeare, the president of the conference would
himself be removed from fellowship with the Conhference. Pastor Mehlber's
congregation, you will remember, had disbanded irn favor of liquidatirg their
prbperty for the berefit of the new semirary in Tinley Park. This had all
taken place at about the time that Pastor Cordes had resigned from the
Conference so Pastor Mehlberg was called to fill the‘vacahcy at st. Paul's
in Coos Bay. (The congregation had not moved, apparently the town had., That
éongregation had previcusly teen listed as a part of Empire Cregon.)

The charges against Mehlierg were corcerned with rank legalism ir the area
of tirth control and his insistence that his position in this matter even
took precedence over the doctrire of justification.28 Those in the irrer
circle were aware of other examples of legalism, for example; the demard that
his parishioners have their Christmas Cards approved by him before they would
seﬁd them out.29 The article in the Concordia Lutheran which inforred the

constituents of Mehlberg's demise told that he had broken his word, and called
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v

O

fellow rastors false prophets, It wac also stated that he was guilty ~F

the disse inaticr of materizls fillec with untruths, half truths an® so on.

{

although he refused ts meet with rastcrs ~r the ~eard of Lirectrrs, he did
sead - aterials to their congregaticns as¥i-g them to depose their pasters for
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their errcrs. The corvention of 1972 expelled Zoth St. Paul's Tutherar Church
and Faster xehlbefg. The convention documents char-ed him with making nu-lic
Judgments on a matter which was being studied by the conference as well 2~ the
‘fact that he was guilty of dealing unfairly with fellow rastors.
Zy his unwarranted suspe sincn ef fellowshir ard his hasty arzlicatinn
of 2 Thess. 3:14,15 over against his f-llow pastcrs, a-~cusing them of
being false proghets, he has in a high-handed and paristical ma rer,
forced the private matter discussed in »ur Pastrral Conference to ‘e
made putlic to cur congregations because all of the congregaticns would
have to be informed gf the reasons giver for his action (1Pet. 5:5 xt.
23:10; Ps 50:19-22);71
In the few discussions which were held with Pastor Mehlterg, he refused to
back down on ary of his statements even though he adritted that he had no
Scripture backing for them. The Corference also felt that he was guilty of
misconduct in the handling of certain affairs in his congregation where he
had excomruricated a memter, then had let him back ir and yet again evceommunicated
him. However, since his congregation stuck with Mehlterg, they were expelled
from the @onference also. The ccngregatioral directory at this time included
four congregations; FPeace of Tinley Fark, Fastor Mersing; St. John's of
Levcanon Cregon, Pastor Natterer; St. Stephen's of Wilrct, SD, Fastor Julius
Schritt; and St. Luke's of Seattle, Washington, Pastor Ploedel. At this
point perhaps it seemed that there was only one directicr to go and that was
forward, awme¢ In truth, with these difficult matters out of the way, progress
could agair be made.

VI FURTHER DEVELCEMENTS - 1981

When setbacks occur, it is necessary for survival that we get back an cur
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feet as sonn as possitle and farge ahead a  hnest we can. (Ferhars it seems
irc-ic thet as I write these words, T am listenirg tc a -ews rer~rt ccrearning
a ratizzal settack in the fore of an assassiratior atterpt an tﬁe "rasident
of the United States.) Even ia the micst of +the contraversies descrized in
the previ-us secti:n, thoughts were directed at the c&rtiﬁued gr-~wth ~f *he
Conference. Already at the Convention of 1970 the decisinr was wade to Tur-
chase the printing equipment offered to the @rnference by Pastor 2loedel.
fhe Conference print shor would ther be set up uncer the supervision of Tastor
“loedel as chairman of the -ocard of chﬁrol. ferhaps thinkirg that scme cof
the load of work assbciated with prirting would e rermoved from the sh~ulders
of rastor :lcedel, a resolutiorn was made tc prirt the Cone~rdia Tutheran on
a ménthly rather than a quarterly basis.32 Originally it had *een irtended to
be a monthly jourral, “ut a lack of tire had made it necessary to cormhire
issues,

The situation at the Semirary began to lock up somewhat., As of 1973, three
students were enrolled; 2 part-ti~e students, ¥r. David Yensirg and 'r. Randall
Styx as well as a vicar, James Luedtke, who was servirg his arprenticeship
at Tihley rark. Wwith the prosfPect of more pastors enterirg the field, a
missicn fund was bing buiit ur so that it would ce possible to call graduates
into mission fields. However, cn April 1 of 1975, Julius Schmi*t r951gned
from the office of the ministry stating that he felt inadequate tc handle the
solemn office and to cope with the turdens conrected with it,33 Another
pastor was added to the force however, when Mr.*James Luedtke graduated in
connecticn with the summer conventicn. Luvedtke was irstalled at Wilrot, on
Cct., 12, That didn't mean thatbthere was a full force of pasters, however,
since at that same converticr, St. John's Lutﬁeran ¥is-ion was granted a $400.00
monthly su:sidy provided a pastor would accert the call to “e their pastor,

From then cn, pericdic articles would appear in the Concordia Lutheran

£
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ot

enc-uraging young rea Lo e-ter the Serirary,

The fsllowins year, annther vacazt cengregaticr was adcded t~ *he lig* ~F
taose waitirg for a paster. TIri-ity Tutherar Church ~f Cros “ay (regrn, was
urnanimcusly granted zemcership irts the @onference and wa- then served “v
Fastor jatterer as vacarcy pastor.

At this time, scme of the other congregations were getti-g retter esta*lished
as well, In July of 1975, 3t. Luke's Congregation of Seattle was a=le to dedicate
their cun house of worship after 1€ years of worshicping ir a e-rurity hall,

Arother report which woulc prove encouragirg to the rezters of fhe CIC was
the news that after 9 years of part-tire schooling at the Seminary, ‘.

Randall Styx graduated or June 11, 1978, He irmediately was called to serve
Trinity of Coos Bay, and that ccngregation was a™le to establish itself well
erough so that in 1980 a piece ¢f land was purchased for the future tuildirg of
a worship building.

198C also saw the graduatior of Lavid ?etsirg, with no congregztion in
need of a vastor as cf yet. This 1s the basic shape of the CLC at the presert.
Ih the 29 years of existerce, the statistics haven't charged all that much,
cnly a few names are different. The latest statistics show 5 cengregaticrs
with 6 ordained‘pastors, 344 baptized members, 2L6 commu-icart memoers with
74 voting members.Busince no congregation was in need of a rastor at the
time of Mensing's graduation, the Conference cfficially tegan looking for a
congregation that might hcld the same position as that of the CLC and who
might need a past.wr.}5 The action of the Conference to begir looking for new
congregations who are in need of a new pastor was really rot a new policy.
rerhaps it would be worth our while to view just what steps have beer made over

the course of the history of the C2C to reach out to those whe were possible

candidates for fellowship.
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V alTo (15 TC EXTAND TYE HCRIZCTS
Alreac; after crly tws yesars ~f existe-ce as a conference, shortly‘after
the I -eakup with those whe retaired the -uma ~f “ke Orthedox Lutheran Conference,
a full page invitation was prirted in -a-y ~f the morthly Conerrdia Lutherans
for the crgarization of a free cerference. The i-vitati~» reads in part;
Within recent years certai- tast-~rs ard laymen have felt thewselves
ooura cy conscience on the basis of Rorans 14:;17,1R a~d cther rertirert
rassages of Holy Write (sic) to sever their conmecti-~rs with enngregatin-s
and sy~ods of the Syrodical Conference. To all such we, cf the
Concordia Lutheran Corference, extend a cordial invitation to meet with
us in a free corference at a tire ard place tc be mutually agreed urcn, €
Altheugh such free congerences didn'tvseem t~ elicit many results, or
interest, attempts were made iy the board of dire-ters ir fctorer of 1962
to estaclish a proposed agenda for meeting the recresentatives of the reraining
Crthodox Lutherans who had not joired with WELS or any other gr~ups, Such
requests were denied by Dr. Kretzmann, W. McLaughlir, E. Erickson, and L.
Wilenius. They were willing to speak of differences concerring visible
ard invisiole church, tut refused to talk cencerring matters regardin~ the
origiral split. | |
In 1963, the Conference sent representatives to the free conference of
Waterloc, Towa. Althcugh no real possicilities for unicn came out of this
conference, in a report to the 16th annual convention, it was noted that

-~

the pastors were studying the corfessional statement of the Church of the
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Lutherar: Confession in regard to possible union discussiors, and official
overtures were also addressed to the Lutheran Churches of the Rgformation in
the same interests. No response was received,

~ Attempts at unior were perhaps pushed irto the background ir the years

that the internal controversies were faced by the Corference. But i» 1976,

the Corference set out with renewed offorts to agair nick uop these talks.



Jpon recomrendution of the Ccr-ittem ~» Iuthera- U-i-», the
ccvertior took sowe cecisive sters toware dnirg everythirz
scosiile, in harmwory with the Jord of Sod, te reach ~u* ard *5 -eet
with Lutheran pastors ard corgregations sutside ~f -ur fell~wship
with the en@eavor to led Sggiptural one-~iwdedress a-’ t~ erccurage
a Goa-pleasirg fellswship.

These policies wereirplerented in 1977 ard 78 when they were a‘le *c set ur

a v®@lng with the ICR or several oc-asions. However, die to irterral

protlems withir the ICR, it was gecided to postpene further meetings,

A vemcrlal was alsc brought hefore the 1978 ccrventiecn that cortact sheuld
;gai: be rade with CoLC (The Church cf the Lutheran Confession) to lock at
their cositicn or the Church and xinistfy, to see if resurttien of talls wonld
pe warranted. However, it was recognized that the position hadn't charged sc
the decision was made tc contact them to see if they were widlirg to reevaluate
their position. The ColC "respectfully declined" the invitatisn.

It was that same question regarding the dcctrine of the Church and Ministry
which kept the CIC from enterir: fellowshin with the WELS after the break
with Yissouri, It seems as if the Confereﬁce's own positisn cn that doctrine
was in the solidifying stage up till 1963. 7Ty this I don't mean to say that
any of the pastors ever held a position contrary to that of Niswoﬁri which‘put
the e:phasis cn the local congreéation only as the divirely instituted form
of the church. However, in 19€3, an iﬁteresting develorrent was ncted in the
minﬁtes of CLC conventions. From that time on, whenever the conventinn
obudget was adopted, the words were always included, "However, this latter
item and the reeds of the Seminary are subject to the approval of the Conference
congregaticns through a referendunm to be presented to cur eonstituency ty the
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president.® Before that time, it wasn't usually mertiored that approval
was teilng sought for the budget.

The first official criticism for the Wisconsin positien, which.deries that
the local congregation is the only divinely irstituted form of the church came

in refere:ce to the discussisrs of the Colurbus free corfererce.

4
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The Wisuce sl Eva gelical Tntheras ZSyocd 1 cegrs Fore oy, 1 the
dretrine of the Church ard i istrs, u der *he Yerdershir A° or.
Hnececke, neld to the sare Scriltira

\
L
Shurch- Isscuri 3yvec, urder the leaderch o ~f Ty, alther o Tw, T

rsitice as did the Tytheraw

»leer. in r.re recert re:rs, h-wever, the isn- - zi- Zva-gelical
Latrera Sr-ed, the Evangelical Lutteran Sr-onc /epuegiacd, the Tythera-
Chureh-’ “cscuri 3ya-a, ard the >va-7 -f Zvarzelical Tutheran

Churchas (Slevak), the four ofies which ~rizi-allr coastitutad +he
Syrn~oical Confereace, have in wmany 1 »artant ~a*ters derarted fr--

taeir f-r er orthecdex sesitisn ir the dactrire ~f the Church a-d

A-istrya.. .

After the Wisconsin Sy-od ir 1961 scparated fr~ the “"issouri Svraod,
it .eca-e evident thr-wgh -u lic stater-erts ~ade in its nfficial
terizcdical that in the doctri-e of “he Church a-d M o-istry, it

mo i~ ger fully accerted the cld historic rositin- ~f the Swrradical
Co:vere:ce as it was corfessed ard cracticed ir the days nf Yalther,
Hecenecke, ard Pieper. The Wisconsi» 8yn2d had cha~ged i%s mesitinn
speclfically in its teachi g ~n the lrcal ¢ gregagan and the
syro¢, anc con the rastoral cffice »f the -iristrv,

Although the a:cve obsergation is rot totally histerd z2llyr accurate, it
is true that the Concordia Lutherar Corference deces rot agree with the
positior of WELS and CcLC and EIS that the Sy-od can e censicdered a gathering
of a zedy of the Church. And so, the members of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
have felt cc straired by conscierce to revain separate fror all other
Luthera: Churc organizations. As one srall church tedy ir an evar shiftirg
sea of sarc, they are deterrined tn re-ain faithful to the Scriptures as
they interrret them.

Caly Ged x-ows what will happen as the sands of religicus thirkirg keep
shifting., Will the CLC %e szothered ard die because of the seering sririt
of disregard for the Scripturs which seers tr ervelepe this ration? Will
a change i» leadership in the Missouri Synod brirg abrut —ass disicipline of
those who teach false doctrire--opening the possitility for renewing

fellowship? Will there always be a CLC as it stands today? Whatever the

future holds is written alone in God's history took. <Tut whatever does happen....
ard without entering into a judgmert as to the application of fellowship

prirciples such as led to the formaticn of the CIC ard later nrincivles which
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have xept the CLC separate--ray Goa always give —en the corvicti~ t~ stand

u;. for the truths of His ins ired Word.
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