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RICHARD Wm. MUELLER: THE MISSIONARY

"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news."
These are the words that the apostle Paul quoted from the 01d Tes-
tament book of Isaiah to point out the honor and the respect that
is to be given to those who follow the ¢reat command of our Lord.
That command which He gave when He said, "Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you."

The more I researched the material needed to complete this paper,
the more I understand why we are to honor such people who are mes-
sangers of the Gospel. This paper will center around the life of
one who has dedicated his whole 1ife to the work of the Lord. As
you read this paper, I am sure that you also will come to respect
and honor even more those men who have dedicated themselves and
their whole lives to the spreading of the Gospel.

It must be said, however, that this paper is not wtjzzgn S0
~.that.we.might idolize these men.and.set.them.on ape@;gg,_fd;i];f For
surely these men of the public ministry, and we also, know-that ati-

credit for their effort must go to the Lord. It is as our Lord aqd

Savior'Jesus Christ says, "I am the vine: you are the branches. If
a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart

from me you can do nothing."

These men, such as the .one.who I will concentrate on, do all
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that they do out of the love that”ﬁhey have for their Lord. They
are motivated by the Gospel message which tells that Jesus Christ
has suffered and died for not only the forgiveness of their sins,
but for the forgiveness of the sins of the whole world.

But yet these men, as I said before, and as Paul wrote in Ro-
mans, deserve our respect and honor. For they are men of God who
are letting their Tights shine forth by dedicating their lives to
the Lord. This paper, then, will serve a two-fold purpose. It is
written to honor one of those individuals who has dedicated his
whole Tife to his Lord. I hope and pray also that this paper will
serve to encourage others to do the work of the Lord diligently
and earnestly and out of love for thejr Lord.

As I carry out these objectives, I would Tike to bring out what
I feel is unique about this certain individual. As I thouroughly
studied his 1ife there was one distinct theme that I th{nk covers
his entire Tife. It is this theme then that I have chosen as the
theme for this paper.

RICHARD WILLIAM MUELLER: THE MISSIONARY

It is true that the word missionary is a very broad term. Fo?
at heart every Christian is a missionary. For Christ’s command
to teach all nations was given not only to full time workers in
God's kingdom but also to all the children of God. Therefore in -
order to narrow down my theme, I would Tike to define what I mean
by the term "missionary". - -

As I studied the 1ife of Rev. Richard Mueller, there was one
God-given talent that kept reoccuring. The Lord has blessed him
with the courage to get out to those who are ignorant of their

Savior and to bring the Gospel message to them. The Lord has bles-
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sed him with a personality—that can relate to anyone of any cuT—k
ture. He has become all things to all people and is still con-
tinuing to do so. I beWieVe that Rev. Richard Mueller would eas-
ily become frustrated in a larger congregation where much time is
given to organization and structure. For he is a man who needs to
be out and among his people. Throughout his whole 1ife, the con-
gregations that Rev. Mueller has served have been young and in
need of constant nuturing. As we unfold the 1ife of Richard Mueller,
you will see that the Lord has Ted him to places where these
strengthes of his can be used to their utmost to do the work of
the Lord.

So when I use the term "missionary”, I use it in a broader sense,
that is to say that Rev. Mueller, throughout his 1ife, is a man who
is dedicated to getting out the Gospel message to those who have
never heard it.

His 1ife began on September 7th in the year 1929. He was born
in Lécross, Wisconsin. He was the son of Pastor Richard Wm Mueller
SR. and Helen Mueller(nee-Laesch). The Mueller family lived in
Arcadia, Wisconsin from 1928-1934. In 1934 his father accepted a;
call to Wilson, Minnesota. It was there that Richard Mueller JR.

began his education in a one room school house eight miles from

 Wilson in the town of Winona. The Mueller family lived in Wilson, .

Minnesota for six years until Rev. Richard Mueller SR., in the year

~of 1940 , accepte d a call to Medford ,Wisconsine - In—1943-Richard—

. Mueller JR. was sent by his parents to attend high school at North-

western Preparatory School in Watertown, Wis. It was the hopey of
Rev. Richard Mueller SR. that his son would also enter into the
_ public ministry.

In 1945 Richard Mueller JR. met Irene Kuckkan whom he later mar-



ried. Upon graduation from Northwestern Preparatory School,
Richard Wm. Mueller JR. enrolled at Northwestern Cd11ege. And
four years later, in the year of 1951, he graduated from North-
western College and enrolled in the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

At that time the Seminary was a three year course. Vicaring
was optional. Richard Mueller JR. decided that he would pass up
the option of being a Vicar. His thoughts were on finishing his
studying at the Seminary and getting out to the work of the Lord
as soon as possible.

There is one incident that happened during his years at the
Seminary that I feel should be mentioned because it plays a part
ﬁn evaluating Richard Mueller JR.'s personality. As I have said
earlier, Richard Mueller has been given the courage to try new
things. He is the first to do much of what he does. It was a
rule at the Seminary that no student could get married until he
had graduated. Because of his Tove for Irene Kuckkan and because
the two of them had been going together for so long aﬁd because
he was not afraid to change old ways and do new things, Richard
Mueller JR. requested that the Seminary allow them to get married
while he was attending his second year at the Seminary. J.P.

Meyer, who was President of the Seminary at that time, along with

the Seminary faculty granted them permission to be married.

In 1954 Richard Mueller JR. graduated from the Seminary.

" But before call day Richard Mueller JR. requested if he could be
considered for a call to Africa. The Synodical Conference had
been very active in Nigeria doing the work of the Lord and word
of this work done in Africa, especially the work of Missionary

Schweppe, reached the ears of Richard Mueller JR. He honored and
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respected Missionary Schweppe and he wanted to show his Tove for
his Lord by following after the footsteps of Missionary Schweppe.
On call day, however, Richard Wm. Mueller JR. was not assigned

to Africa but rather his first call was to a small mission con-
gregation in Crivitz, Wisconsin. The name of the church was
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. The congregation numbered

one hundred and forty communicant members.

At first the area in which the church was Tocated seemed to
give no indications of possible growth. There was not much hap-
pening in the area. Nqbne was moving into the area. There was
hardly any industry to encourage people to move to Crivitz.

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church seemed to be a church that
had\reached its peak in numbers.

Pastor Mueller, however, noticed that Crivitz had become quite
a tourist area. During the summers the population in Crivitz
greatly increased. The congregation noticed that this gave them
a great opportunity to give even more people the opportunity to
hear the Gospel message.

Pastor Mueller instructed his elders and congregational membené
to keep track of the people who visited the church during the
summer months and also the people who moved into the area during
the summer months. ~“Under the teadership ofPastor -Muelter-the -
congregation got into the habit of inviting tourists to Sunday

services. The response proved to be so great that the congregation

decided that they had to go to two services during the summer
months. Eventually both services were filled. The Tittle con-
gregation in Crivitz came to be know as the home congregation a-
way from home.

Although Pastor Richard Mueller JR. enjoyed the work immensely



at Grace Lutheran Church in Crivitz, Wis., it was still known that
he desired to do mission work in Africa. And so in 1956, after
serving the Crivitz congregation for two and a half years, Rev.
Richard Mueller was called to serve in the mission field in Africa.
After being told that their Pastor had recieved a call to Africa,
the congregation in Crivitz came to Pastor Mueller to try to per-
suade him not to Teave. It was very hard for Pastor Mueller to
make such a decision. He knew that he had only been at Crivitz
for two and a half years, but yet he Tonged to serve the Lord in
Africa. At first Pastor Mueller decided to return the call to
Africa. But this decision bothered him greatly for he still
thougﬁt that the Lord wanted him in Africa.

After a great deal of thought Pastor Mueller made a phone call
to the board for world missions and requested to be reconsidered
for the call to Africa. The call to Africa was once again sent to
Pastor Richard Mueller. This time Pastor Mueller accepted the
call to serve his Lord in Africa. He was commissionea on Epiphany
Sunday, January 6th.,1957.

Preparations now had to be made for the trip overseas. Every:

thing had to be sold except for the bare necessities. Visas had

A”tprpe obtained and shots of all different kinds were needed. [t S

wasn't until three months later that everything was prepared for

this journey ten thousand miles away. Rev. Richard Mueller, his

‘wife Irene and their two children, Debbie and Richard, left for
Africa from New York City.

Their first stop in Africa was in Nigeria where the Synodical
Conference had made its headquarters. Here Missionary Mueller

remained for two weeks while he underwent an intensive training



of the different customs in Africa and different ways the work of
the Lord was cérried out in Africa. As I talked with Pastor Mueller
he indicated to me that these two weeks.in Nigeria were the most
productive two weeks of training for mission work in Africa that

he ever had. He was taken out into the village congregations and
shown what work had to be done and various ways of carrying out that
work.

You see outwardly the work of the Lord is different in many ways
in Africa compared to the work done in the United Stadtes. Unless
one actually lives and works in a mission field, one cannot appreciate
this fully. Every Tand and people have their own peculiarities.

The chief difference is in the language one must learn to speak.
"We can't preach Zulu to the Eskimo," is the way one missionary
expressed it.

Native law and customs also contribute to the difference. To
demand our parliamentary procedure in a village church meeting can
end in hopeless frustration. To offer a gift with only one hand
is an insult, for so one gives a bone to a dog; and to recéive a
gift with only one hand is to despise the gift and the giver.1
Missionary Mueller had to Tearn such customs and more to prepare
for his work in Africa.
~On April 13th, 1957, Missionary Richard Mueller and his family

arrived in Lusaka, Zambia. (At that time Zambfa was called Northern

“Rhodesia) Here the work of Missionary Richard Mueller was to begin.

For Rev. Mueller and other missionaries who were there with him,
the work must have been at first quite frustrating. For he had
virtually no tools with which to work, no means to spread the love
of God in Christ among people sitting in extreme spiritual dark-

ness. They had not even the tongue with which to communicate the



simple Bible stories because, although the official language of
Zambia 1s English, 90% of the people know only their own native
languages. Bearing Christian witness was first of all a matter
of finding a man educated in the English Tanguage, winning him
for Christ, establishing him in Christ, and then using him as a
voice to shatter the silence of centuries with the sound of
Salvation. There were times when God's Word had to ricochet through
three Tanguages to reach the ears of souls which Christ wanted for
Himself. There were times when an interpreter was more of a
filter than a mirror to reflect the faithful message of the mis-
sionary. As Missionary Mueller began to understand somewhat the
African language, he noticed that at times the interpreter was
telling the people something other than what he had said. It
was obvious that steps had to be taken to establish lasting roots
and well grounded roots in the Lutheran Church of Central Afr‘ica,2
Missionary Mueller and other missionaries who were there in
Africa representing the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
decided that they would spread the Word of God using the so ca11eg
"Missioner" program. The idea of this program was to train the ~
native people to preach and teach the Word of God to their own

eptilaghl

people. It was the objective of Missionary Mueller to stay on_the

side Tines, to take a back seat in the role of becoming shepherds

to the Africans. There was more thanm one reason for taking this

approach. It was a fact that the Africans wou1ﬂ“ﬁ%§%read1ly sten
to their own people than men from the United States. Also it

was thought that if ever the Americans were banned from working in
Africa, there would be natives who had been trained to teach the
‘Wbrd'of God to their own people. Another reason for training in-

~dividual natives to teach the Word of God to their own was to have
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them realize that this Gospel message was given ta them from God.
It was theirs. The missionaries did not want to give the impres-
sion that this religion was a white reﬁgion° And as was mentioned
before the use of an interpreter had proved to have its problems
and so if native men were trained to teach the Word of God them-
selves, this problem would be removed.

But what were the missionaries like Missionary Mueller to do
until these native teachers were ready to teach? The Lord had
given Missionary Mueller the gift of learning the African lan-
guage of Chinanja by experience. Yes, for a time the interpreters
were still used for there was no other choice,but it was not too
long after Missionary Mueller had arrived in Africa that he was
able to communicate to the people in their own language.

Having learned the Tanguage himself, Missionary Mueller then
used the interpreters as evangelists. These evangelists actually
were the ones who became the shepherds of the congregations. For
as I said before the American missionaries wanted to take a back
seat in shepherding the congregations. And so Pastor Mueller
instead was there only to supervise and to make sure that the
Gospel was being taught in its truth and purity.

The number of congfegations began to grow. The Lord was bles-

sTng the work of men Tike missionary MuelTer It istrue that if"

one takes a look at the statistical reports of the congregations

in_Africa, he will _notice that the membership in _each _congregation
did not grow very fast at all but this is not the way'oné can
gauge expansion and spreading of the Gospel in Africa. One sees
expansion by looking at the total number of souls won for the Lord
in the African missions and the increase in the number of congre-

gations established in Africa. For a congregation would peakAout
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in numbers very quickly because transportation for the people was
Timited to walking. The Word had to be taken right to the people
instead of expecting the people to travel great distances to hear
the Word. .

The number of congregations grew so rapidly that it was decided
that a Bible Institute had to be set up to train more thouroughly
and more efficiently these evangelists who had become shepherds to
the people.

In December of 1961, Missionary Mueller returned to the United
States for his first furlough. However his furlough was in no
way a vacation. For during this time he was instrumental, with
the help of the Lord, in raising funds to build the Bible Institute
in Africa. For he was constantly giving sermons and Tectures on
Africa.so that the people in the United States were aware of how
the Word of God was being spread in Africa and the need for the
Bible Institute.. Also while Missionary Mueller was furloughing
in America he sharpened up his Tinguistic skills by enrolling at
Michigan State University for a course in linguistics and the
Swahali language which was a language closely related to Chinanja.

On his return to Africa in September of 1962, Missionary Mueller
found that the Lord had even more blessed the work in Africa. For
~there-were-people-who-had-moved-to -the-neighboring-countryof -Malawi. .
from Zambia who were asking for missionaries to come there.

In 1962 MissionariesMuelier and Cox went to the neighboring country

of Ma]awf(then called Nyasaland) to visit with those Lutherans who
had moved there. They were happy to find many who desired to have
the Lutheran Church in Malawi. The Lutheran Church of Central Africa
started its work in Malawi in 1963 with Missionaries Mueller and

Cox as the first Lutheran Missionaries. They lTived in Blantyre but
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concentrated their efforts on the people of the vj11ages sur-
roundiﬁg BTantyre.3

In 1966 Missionary Mueller was called back to Zambia to assume
the responsibilities of Assistant Superfntendent of the Lutheran
Church of Central Africa. By this time the Bible Institute that
was mentioned before had been built and was in operation.

Missionary Mueller, along with supervising individual congregations,
was asked to teach full time at the Bible Institute.

Because Missionary Mueller knew the Tanguage so well, he also
conducted regular language classes for his collegues and their
wives. He compiled a course two hundred pages long that was used
to teach these c]asses.4

But the Gospel motivated Missionary Mueller to do even more
for his Lord. In 1960 a mailing program had begun. When members
of our missions moved to outlying areas Missionary Mueller kept
contact with them by sending them sermons and other materials that
he had prepared. In this way several new Lutheran groups were
formed which gathered on Sunday with the Christian material and
held church services.

On September 29,1968, a publications building was dedicated.

It is located on the Lutheran Bible Institute and Seminary property.
—-The-publications-building-made-it-possible-to-do-many-new.things. ...

Tracts were prepared Tike the one attached to this paper, and thrown

~out of Missionaries car windows so that the African people could

pick them up and read them. Also because of the Publications
building Missionary Mueller was able to prepare and compile a hymnal
that he had translated into the lTanguage of the people. The hymnal
contained 176 hymns and five separate orders of service. This

hymoal was widely and gratefully accepted by the people.
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The Word continued to spread extensively through Africa. As
more and more people heard of the Gospel message or read of it,
there came more and more requests to open new mission fields.
Missionary Mueller would periodically travel to the Congo and to the
Northwest Province of Zambia to supervise new missions that had
started in those areas because Christians had moved there or heard
of the Gospel in one way or another.

One of the areas that was beginning to open up to the Gospel
was the copperbkelt, a region north of Lusake known for its copper
mining. Mr., Josiah Chisambwe, who had been receiving Christian
literature from the Lutheran Church of Central Africa for a
long time begged for the Gospel to be brought to the copperbelt.
Missionary Mueller was then sent as the first missionary to the
copperbelt to explore the situation and find a way to begin work
in this new vineyard of the Lord.7

Yes, the fruits of Missionary Mueller's labor certainly were
there. I am attaching an article written by Missionary Mueller.
This article shows the joy that had come to the heart of Missionary
Mueller as the Lord blessed his work and as other souls were brought
to faith,8

But in the fifteen years that Missionary Mueller had been in

| Afriba things had dfastfca?inERAHQedwihmh%S family Tife. While

in Africa his wife Irene had given birth to four more children.

T His six children, in order of bivth, are: Deborah, Richard, Timothy,
Susan, Stephanie and Steven. In 1969 Deborah and Richard had been
sent to the United States to attend a perochial high school there.
And in 1971, Timothy was also sent to the United States for schooling.
Now half of their children were in the United States And so when

the Lord called Missionary Mueller to teach at-Lakeside Lutheran

N I VL AP CR U N S A A o T B B T L A S v U U, S . . 1A
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Missionary Mueller thought it time to _return to America, so he
accepted the call,

But Reverend Mueller was at heart a missionary, and he could
not get the thought of mission work out of his mind. For the Lord
had intended Rev. Mueller to be a missionary. This is where the
Lord had given him talents. And so in 1974 the Lord called him to
Crystal Lake, I11inois to be the shepherd of a small mission there.

The congregation was meeting in a hotel room. It was small, but
at that time it was adequate. But under the guidance of Missionary
Mueller the congregation began to grow very rapidly. The congre-
gation soon felt it necessary to move their place of worship to a
larger area so they began services across the street in a large
vacant building which they rented. The building was soon sold by
the owners and so their house of worship was moved again. Lord
and Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church moved their place of worship
to the basement of a house where they worshipped until the new
church had been built.

Today Pastor Richard Wm. Mueller is still the Pastor of Lord
and Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church in Crystal Lake, I11inois;ﬁ
The congregation has grown to a good size congregation of about

two hundred souls.

As I studied the 1ife of RicharawMue11ér, I was amazed as to the

amount of work that he has already done in his 1ife and the amount

of souls that he-was-instrumental—in-bringing-to-hear-the—Gospel —

message. Intending to learn from the experience of this man of
God, I asked him what must a person do to get people to hear about
their Savior.

He pointed dut ﬁo me that a Missionary must always keep in mind

that every soul that does not believe in Jesus Christ as his Savior

Lowil N he damped Tf ope alwavs. vrremhers thic  he 317 2Tuaus

RRVUR-SE L5 S,
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to do all that he can to spread the Gospel message to those un-
believing and condemned people. A love for God must also be the
motivation behind spreading the Gospel message to others. For it
is our gracious Lord God who has given Qs the command to spread

the Gospel to all nations.

As to the technique involved in the spreading of the Gospel,
Pastor Mueller pointed out that the spreading of the Gospel can-
not be work done only by the Pastors and Missionaries. For God
has commissioned all of His children to spread His Word. Pastor
Mueller pointed out that this was the way that the Gospel spread
in Africa. People heard the Gospel and they told others who in
turn told others and so on and so forth. It is necessary then for
a Missionary to get his people involved in mission work.

Pastor Mueller also pointed out that there are many ways to
spread the Gospel., What must always be kept in mind, however, is
that one must never put a stumbling block or a hindrance in the
way of the spreading of the Gospel. One will put a stumbling block
in the way of the Gospel just by sitting back and doing nothing.

As servants of our Lord, we must all get out and do the work of Eﬁe
Lord so that others too can hear and belive the Gospel message and
have the hope of eternal 11fe.

e Throughout-—his—1ifeyPastor-Mueller—has—shown-his-love-for . .
his Lord by getting out and doing His work. There is much that c¢an

_be learned from such a man as this. T know that by writing this

paper I have learned a great deal, and more importantly I have been
even more encouraged to do the work of the Lord.

Up until this time I have purposely remained anonimous. I did
not wish my identity to affect the attitude of one who readsrthis

paper. For I wanted the reacder to see Pastor Mueller as he truly
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was and is. Pastor Richard Mueller is my father, and it is true
that because of my relationship to him, I am especfally proud of
the work that he has done. But I hope that you, the reader, have
through the 1ife of my father, also been encouraged to do the work
of the Lord. For his work that has been outlined in this paper 1is
a direct reflection to his love for his Lord. May the example of
this man encourage all of us to show our love for the Lord by con-

tinuing to spread the Gospel message in any way that we can.

Bcb
’”ﬂ¢””¢i;?;::;:;;;9 . P Woeller
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A Fruit of Faith

WhenMissionary Wraalstad and | visit=
ed our rellgious workers of the L.utheran
Church of Central Africa in the Kabompo
District, Pastor Muyangana and Evangelist
Njamba took us to some of their Instruc=
tlon classes and Introduced us to many of
the members of their congregations.

As we returned from meeting some
reople who Pastor Muyangana wanted us
» know, we passed a house in front of
which a long stick, sharpened at the top,
had been set Into the ground. Next to the
stick, near the door, were two small
branches, also stuck Into the ground, and
between them was fastened a tiny boat.
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African JuJu placed before the house to
scare away evil spirits.

Under the boat, on the ground, was a little
pawpaw fruit and a handful of maize meal.

| asked Pastor Muyangana what it was.
He told me it is placed there by the owner
of the house to scare away evil spirits, to
protect the people who live there.

Then | asked Pastor.Muyangana whose
house it was., e pointed to a woman
standing near him and said it was her
house., "But, " | asked, '"Isn't she your
member? Wasn'!t she with us in your in=-
struction class?" "Yes,' answered Pastor
Muyangana, "But she does not live there
any longer, !!

Why? Because after she had ‘been
taught the full and true meaning of the
Second Commandment and after she had
become a member of the L.utheran Church,
she told her--sen, who had put the sticks,
boat, and food at the door in front of the
house, to take them away. And -when he.
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: She :efused to live in a house where

wltcheraft i1s practices.

God grant all of us the courage to do
the same and, so, show forth the fruits of

our falth, RyWoMoetter
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Missionary Richard Wm. Mueller in front of the parsonage in Lusaka.




