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57"50ﬁ1s,'44 communicants. "0ld" Pastor Young, as he was affection-
ately known by some, stayed with Living Word through the first six
j.months of 1975 In.March of 1975, the Califormnia Miésion Board
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felt LlVlng Word's size was such that it -warranted "mission status,

~wh1Ph;1s the ‘subject of our third and final chapter.

 ffIII@>FORMAL~ORGANIZATION AND SUBSEQUENT HISTORY:
o March, 1975 - October, 1981

As was stafed in March of 1975 the California Mission Board

granted LlVlng Word "mission status™ and w1th it, the priviledge

a’full tlme mlnlster of the Gospel.  On March 23, Rev,

halrman*of thewCMB 1nformed Living Word that they: wou1d=r

'ate of that year s semlnary

Youngfpre‘¢h§d;hlsé'f~f
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With help from the CEF, Living Word bought the property and the
buildings on it (a house and a barn) for $85,000; The house is
8till being used as the parsonage and the barﬁ was térn down and
recycled by-a member.

The 'next step wés to find an architect for the chapel. Living
Word first of. all took a look at several plans from the synod archi-
tects. One or two of them they found desirable,; but when persued,

it became evident that the city of Petaluma, for one reason or
another, would not approve the plans that came from the synod archi-
tects.  So Living Word began shopping around for an architect in
California. - In 1979 Living Word selécted the architectural firm
of Trwin andessociates ofKOakland. Immediately the architects
went to work on the contract._'”" |

In February of 1980 the funds for the structure as well as

fthe plans were"approved by the General Boar




though northern California was suffering through a heat wave those
firsf weeks of July, with temperatures anywhere from 95 to 102 de-
grees, the members went ahead with the planting so the church Qould‘
be accessible as soon as possible. We were thankful that very few
ofAthe trees planted succombed to the heat. “

On July 12, 1981 Living Word held her first service in her
new chapel. The formal dedication took place on October 11, 1981,
with over 100 in-.attendance. Thus, six years after being granted
"mission status,"” Living Word was worshipping in her own facilityg
But as the Rev. James L.Tate once said, "The church is never a
place, but always a people; never a fold, but always a flock; mnever
a sacred building, but always a believing assembly.!" Then what of
Living Word‘sn"believing~assembiy" during those six years?f Af§ef7f‘

‘a membership high of 61 in 1977, the total number of baptized s

‘leveled off to 55 in 1979. The year 1980 saw Livi




there am I in the midst of them." With such a promise, the future

of Living Word will never be in doubt.

SOLI DEO GLORIA!






