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INTRODUCTION

"A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid." (Mt. 5:14)

When I made one of my first shut-in calls during my vicar
year at St. Paul's in Fort Atkinson, the old gentleman I was
talking to kept referring to the "Hill Church”. It certainly
wasn't the last time I heard 3t. Paul's called "The Church on the
Hill". These words appear on the church 1etterhéad and have come
to be a sort of trademark for the congregation. The present
building towers over the city and. can be seen for miles in every
direétioﬁ. The tower clock and bells proclaim to the community
that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever".
(Heb. 13:8)

When I first decided to study the history of "the Church on
the Hill," I had a strong interest in the era of 1920-1940., The
cléss assignment, however, specified the early eré from 18501869,
The amount of material that I found surprised me a great deal, and
I'm sure that much remains undiscovered. My intention in this
report is to trace the history of St. Paul's from its beginning in
1861 unti1‘1872 when it joined the Wisconsin Synod. I will attempt
to cite incidents that affected the course of congregational history
and show how God's graclous hand guided the course of events.,

A word needs to be said about some of the statements in this

paper. The German Lutherans in Fort Atkinson did not make much
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effort to record histofy, only to make it. The sources are few
and scattered. Many of thé ideas expressed were obtained by
| "reading between the lines," putting specific facts together with
trends of the time and personal feelings. Although some of the
specific facts may be questioned, I feel that the implications
drawn from the facts are valid.

Several "thank you's" must be expressed for help gilven to me
in preparing.this paper. Thanks to St. Paul's Congregation and
Pastor Donald F. Bitter for the use of early church records. Thanks
also to Mrs. Hannah Swart of the Fort Atkinson Historical Sogiety
for spending the better part of a morning with me researching
family and personal histories. Thanks to my wife, Sharon, for
transcribing the necessafy congregational minutes into legible |
writing and to Stephen Smith, a classmate, for help with the German;
Without the help of these and other people, this paper would never

have gotten "off the ground."

David W, Laabs

May 8, 1978




I. ROOTS

"Get ﬁhee out of thy country, and from they kindred, and

from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee."(Gn.5:1)

imagine the faith that it took on Abraham's part to obey
this command of God. Leave behind the familiar and the comfort-
able, go far away, start a new life. These are many of the same
prospects, the same fears -- the same faith that occupied the
German Lutheran lmmigrants who came to America in the 19th cen-
tury. They didn't receive the personal order frdm God to leave,
but they felt as great a need to leave as Abraham could have.

The Germans who made up the German Lutheran congregation in
Fort Atkinson cannot be traced back to a common source as can
many German communities that emigrated en masse. Neither can the
reasons for the individual families coming to America be traced.
Note can be taken, however, of the conditionsbin Germany in the
first half of the 19th century that made confessional Lutheran
Germans want to leave. The reasons can be traced back to the
Reformation, the first time when the established‘church in Ger-.
many was really challenged. .The late 16th and 17th centuries
saw Lutheran and Reformed doctrine crystalize, but the problems
in church - state relationships raged. Power swayed between
. Lutherans and Reformed and Catholics. Amazingly, through all of

this turmoil, the state church setup in Germany has existed until



this very day.

The early 1800's saw a change in German thinking. By 1815;
Napoleon and his imperialism were gone, and the Congress of
‘Vienna had re-divided Europe. Peaée brought new thinking. Na-
tionaléism, a group feeling for a unified and powerful nation;
swept Germany, Unity in all things was the most important issue
to many Germans. Against political thinking like this, a Reform-
ed -- Lutheran -- Catholic division was bound to clash. Politi-
cal leaders attempted to "help" some of this separation by forc-
ing Reformed and Lutherans to worship together.. One of the best
known of these leaders was King Frederick William III of Prussia.
He declared that on October 31, 1517, the Lufherans and Reformed
would hold a joint service to honor the BOOtﬁ anniversary of the
Reformation,

This, very simply, was the start of what became known to
history as the Prussian Union., Many Lutherans and Reformed peo-
ple accepted this arrangement. But some, especially‘"confession~
al" Lutherans, those who believée and teach exclusively the doc-
trines of Scripture as found in the Lutheran Cdnfessions, opposed
it. These "confessional" or "01ld Lutherans", not only chafed un-
- der the Union, but were actively persecuted and imprisoned. As
a result of this problem, many confessional Lutherans left Ger-
many between 1820 and 1860. Many of them came to America.

We cannot be sure that the German Lutherans who began the
congregation in Fort Atkinson had left Germany for confessional
reasons, since the majority were middle class handcraftsmenl',

one might suspect that there was financial motivation behind their
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cemigration. A large number of the early members of the congre-
gation trace their roots back to Prussia, especially the pro-
vincés of Pommerania and Posen.>" Although we cannot prove that
it was the Prussian Union that caused them to come'ﬁo America,
there‘are later signs that show reaction against a politically
dominated church.

While a majority of the German Lutherans in Fort Atkinson
were from Prussia, there was representation in the early congre-
gation from most parts of Germany. There was a number of fam-
ilies from Mecklenberg in northwest Germany. There was repre-
sentation from noft@kentral Germany, Brandenburg, -and thergalso
were some families that originated from the south in Baden and

3.

Bavaria. ~Most of the cities and villages from which thése peo-
ple emigrated must ha&e been small because few of them can be
located on common German maps. Although some families have suc-
~cessfully traced their roots to a particuiar city and church,u'
the general statemént can be made that the German Lutheran con-
gregation that formed in Fort Atkinson in 1861 was a collection
of scattered Germaﬁ emigrants who happened to come together at a

particular time and place.




IT. THE FOUNDING FATHERS

"For where two or three are gathered together in my name,

there am I in the midst of them." (Mt. 18:20)

Our Lord has given us this promise, that wherever believers
are assembled around the Word, there the church will be, lIt
ién't the building, the altar, or the preacher that makes the
church. The church is the gathering of believers "in Jesus'
name". There was a desire on the part of the German Lutherans
in Fort Atkinson to share the blessings of the Means of Grace
together[ It was this desire guided by the Holy Ghost thét even-
tually brought about the orwganization of the congregation known
today as St. Paul's.

some very good thingséan'be salid about the founding fathers
of the German Lutheran church in Fort Atkinson. The congrega-
tion was self-starting. Even in 1978, this is a rare occurrence
because most new congregations are started by a mission venture
of an existing church. The normal way to start a Lutheran con-
gregation in 1860 was to have a pastor circulate and form a con-

gregation around himself. In outlying areas the Relseprediger,

or traveling missionary, would seek out the prospects and organize
a congregation before moving on. In Fort, the peopleiorganized -

themselves and then looked for a pastor.
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Since the character of a congregation could probably be
defined as the sum of the personalities of the members, it would
be profitable to look at some of the individual founders of the
Fort Atkinson congregation. There is no known list of the com-
plete group of families at the time the congregation was founded.
There are a few names, however, that repeatedly appear in congre-
gational minutes and who would qualify as the founding fathers.

The most prominent name to appear in congregétional records
in the first 10 years is that of}John Wandschneider. The organ-
izational meeting of the congregation was held in his home on
November 23, 1861,5‘ ‘Wandschneider was immediately elected pre-
sident by the group and also served as the treasurer during the
first months., His name repeatedly appeared on important_commit-
tees., He seemed to have a particular interest in Christian edu-
cation., Although St, Paul's members can thank God for the strength
in this man in establishing the congregation, his name will ap-
pear later in a much less pleasant chapter of the'congregation's
history. He is not to be confused with another John Wandschneider
who served on the building committee of the new church in 1900.6'

The first officers of the congregation would certainly qua-
lify as founding fathers. The first secretary of the congrega-
tion was John C, Widman. Widman was another person whose name
éppears and reappears in the early history of the congregation.
He came from Brandenburg in Germany, probably from the small town
of Liebenau, about 50 miles west of Wittenburg.7‘ He served on
the bullding committee for the first‘church in 1863, and he also

served as secretary until 1865,
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Another important group of men who would certainly qualify
as founding fathers was the first board of elders. The elders
of that day could be compared to the church council of today.

The first elders were Ferdinand Langholff,'George Warnhoefer, and
John Becker. Warnhoéfer was the least known of the three. He
did serve on the committee tb build the first church building in
1863, but his name does not appear after that-time.

The other two elders were better known in the community.
John Becker was a well-known stone mason and brick layer in Foft
Atkinson. Many of the brick houses built during this era in the
city were buiit by Becker. The Becker family home 1is located on
West Sherman Avenue near the intersection with Riverside Drive.8'
- His skill in the building trade was put to good use when he
served on the church building committee in 1863 and the school
building committee in 1869. The later chapers of congregational
history will show that he too, had some unpleasant associations
with the other members,

The foﬁnding fafher whose history is easy to trace is
Ferdinand Langholff, Extensive work has been done on the Langholff
family history, and it provides an interesting sidelight to the
congregation's history.g' The story of the Langholff emigration
to America could be judged as a rather typical examplé of how
the Fort Atkinson German Lutherans happened to come together.

The Langholffs who are members of St. Paul‘s in 1978 are related
to this original grouﬁ of emigrants.

Peter Langholff had died shortly before the family left

Kolmar in Ratti county, Prussia, in 1848, He left his wife
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" Charlotte with 9 children, 7 sons and 2 daughters. The econo-
mic vacuum of Germany in 1848 was too much for the family, so
they traveled to America, having heard from previous emigrants
of the government land available inthé new state bf Wisconsin.
They settled on government land in Hebron fownship, Jefferson
county, just east of Fort Atkinson. From the family farm, the
family branched out, They were strong Lutherans, and family mem-
bers were instrumental in founding German Lutheran congregations
in Helenville (1848), Jefferson (1851). Rome, and Fort Atkinson
(1861), Ferdinand was the Langhoiff who had a hand in esta-
blishing the Fort Atkinson congregation. He moved to Fort to
practice his trade as blacksmith.. He held various offices in
~the congregation during the early years.

Two.other names appear in the early records of congrega-
tional life., Philipp Eckhart served on the building committee
for the first church in 1863. Another name, that of William
Lohmueller appears on the list of members who served as the
building committee for the school in 1868. TLohmueller was a
successful businessman in the community. His name also appears
in a place that sets the stage for later controversy. He was
among the charter members of the Hahnemann Lodge No. 180, of the
Independent Qrder of 0dd Fellows, in 1870.10‘

The founding fathers of 5t. Paul's had a variety of back-
grounds and social positions, But they did have some very im-
portant things in common. They hadra desire to hear the Word
of God taught and preached iﬁ the German language. They alsq

had a desire for fellowship with fellow German Lutherans. Just
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.as their backgrounds were different, So was their feelings to-
ward confessional Lutheranism. As the years unfolded, this_par;
ticular difference proved painful and nearly fatal to the con-
grégation. »But still the congregation, confessional Lutheranism,
and thé Word of God in truth and purity, lived on in‘Fort Atkin-

son -- by thé pure grace of God.



IIT. GETTING STARTED

"And the Lord added toithe church daily such as should be

saved," (Acts 2:47)

There will probably never be a success story of the found-
ing of a congregation that could top the one that took place in -
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Ever since that day the
church has grown in the way the Lord has seen fit. Sometimes
it grows in spectacular proportion. Sometimes growth is pain-
fully slow., But whatever the growth rate in a given area, it is
the Lord who gives the increase. | |

Although the start of the German Lutheran congregation in
Fort Atkinson was not spectacular, it was unique. The character
‘and location of the city itself seemed to have contributed to
this character. Fort Atkinson was settled mainly by English
‘speaking people. .Names like Jones, Foster, Hoard, Rockwell, and
Barrie dominted the early history of the city. The Methodist
‘hplscopal Church began already in 1840, and the Congregational:
Church, which claimed the most influential residents as members,
began in 1841. When one compares these starting dafes and some
of the beglnnlngs of Lutheran congregatlons in Helenville, Jeffer-
son, and Watertown with the Fort Atkinson Lutheran congregation,

its 1861 starting date i1s relatively late.
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The fact that the Fort Atkinson Germans were in the minority
is probably quite closely related to.the fact that there seemedk
to be a Lutheran vacuum in the city. Watertown and the sur-
rounding area was a hotbed forvLutheranism, both the Wisconsin
and Miésouri‘Synods. To the west of the city in the Koshkonong
area, the Norwegian Lutherans were establishing themselves. There
- was even é Wisconsin Synod congregation at Germany (present day
St. John's Community Church) when the Fort Atkinson congregation
was founded in 1861,

The account of the congregations founding in the minutes of
the congregation is quite brief. The group of German Lutherans
in and around the city assembled in the homebof John Waﬁdschneider
on November 23, 1861.11' The unique aépect of this meeting is
that there was not a pastor present. Usually congregatiohs at
that time formed around a pastor, but these men felt the need for
the Word and Sacraments despite the lack of a pastor. First
officers were John Wandschneider, president and treasurer; John
Widman,. séoretary; and Ferdinand Langholff, George Warnhoefer,
and John Becker, elders,

The usual problems that face an organized nucleus of Luther-
‘ans in 1978 are a cite to worship and a pastor to serve them.

. These are the exact same problems that presénted themselves to
the Fort Atkinson congregation in 1861, The cite of the early
»wofship services was "the public school on the north side of the

12, This was an earlier school on the same cite of the

river".
present Caswell School, which was remodeled into an apartment
building in 1977. This building is located on the corner of

North Third Street and‘JefferSQn Street, which in 1860 was on the
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‘main road into town from the northeast. =

The problem of a pastor was solved surprisingly easily in
the wintervof 1861. Earlier that year Pastor Edward Moldehnke
had come to America from Germany to serve as the travelingv
missionary of the Wisconsin Synod. He chose Germany, west of Fort
Atkinson (today the town of Oakland, St. John's Community Church)
as his home and headquarters for his work. Since winter prevented
any extensive mission travel, Moldehnke.agreed to serve the Fort
Atkinson group every two weeks for the winter months. He reported
serving 26 members at two week intervals. 14

TheAéquisition of Pastor Moldehnke's services almost led to
an interesting association. In the same resolution that Pastor
Moldehnke's services be requested, the president of the congrega—
tion was directed to approach the Germany congregation about the
possibility of merger. 15 He was directed to report to the.group
at the next meeting, but there is no record‘of a report. The
idea was obviously scrapped. |
| Pastor Moldehnke's service was an important step iﬁ the final
affiliation with the Wisconsin Synod. The congregation obviously
felt no desire to affiliate with a larger body in 1861, but their
contact with the synod through Pastor Moldehnke was at least an
introduction. It would be six long and troubled vears before another
Wisconsin Synod pastor served the congregation.

A big issue in the founding of any congregation is its naming.
The Fort Atkinson congregation was incorporated in 1862 under the
name, "The First German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Fort

16,

Atkinson." That name remained until the new and present
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-church bullding was dedicated in;l901.17'

Another important step in a congregation's life is the pur-
chase of land and its first building. In 1863, the congregation
purchased two lots on the highest hill in town from Mr. G.P.
.Marstoﬁ.l8‘ The building committee for the first.church consisted
of John Widman, Philipp Eckhart, John Becker, George Warnhoefer,.
and Pastor Kienow. The building was a white frame structure
that could probably seat about 150-200 peoplé. The building
-costs were about $1600, $400 more than the congregation had
planned to spend.19' From the time it was completed in the fall
of 1863; it has towered over the city as "The Church on the Hill".

The early history of The First German Ev. Lutheran Church
in Fort Atkinson reads almost like the development.of a mission
in the 1970's. The same steps, many of the same problems, many
of the same joys and frustrations existed then as they do today.
Most importantly, however, it was the same Word of God, the same
Sacraments, around which this congregation organized. Congrega-
tions may change drastically, synods may change, church buildings :
are replaced, but fhe true church, the gathering of belieyers,

never changes.



IV. PASTORAL PROBLEMS

++. and how shall they hear without a preacher?" (Rom. 10:1k4)

These words of St. Paul are ofxten quoted at mission fes-
tivals to stress the importance of manpower to spread the Gospel.
- The lack of manpower was certainly accute in the early years of
Lutheranism in America., This same problem existed in the early

years of "The First German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Fort
Atkinson." It is safe to say that the majority of the congrega-
tion's problems in the first 10 years were related to the. pastors,
or the léck of them. It would be very helpful for uhderstanding
these early years to look briefly at the history of St; Paul's
early pastors,

As was previéusly stated, the first pastor to serve the con-
gregation was Rev. Edward Moldehnke. He was trained at the Uni-

versity of Halle in Germany.zo'

Although he was sent to America,
Wisconsin'in particular, as a traveling missionary, he was an
educator at heart. He was the head of German gymnasium,.a school
which combined the education that we know as high school and
college. He spent only about 1% years in his position as travél~
ing missionary, although the impact he had on the growth of the
Wisconsin Synod cannot be forgotten. He traveled, preached the:;

Gospel, and organized congregations in the territory which falls

mainly in today's Western Wisconsin District of W.E.L.5. In 1863,
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Moldehnke became the first president of the Wisconsin synod
seminary, then in Watertown. This was closer to his first love;
education. But after a few years in that position, he returned :
to his native Germany.

Mbldehnke‘s‘influence on the Fort Atkinson congregation was
probably quite limited. He served them and preached during the
winter of 1861-62 on a bi-weekly basis. Once the weather improved,
however, he left Germany (town of Oakland) and did his traveling
mission work, For the rest of that year he only reported one

?L: Phe benefit of his ministry,

more visit to Fort Atkinson,
however, may lie in the fact that he at least exposed the Fort
Atkinson group to the Wisconsin Synod. Although membership was
far down the road, they knew the»synod and the neighboring con-
gregations were there. |

Having a part-time pastor, especially one who is gone for
months at a time, is not particularly helpful‘to congregational
stability. There is no mention of another preachér during the
" first half of 1862, but the congregation was probably looking
desperately for a pastor who could live in their midst. There
is no record of calling or hiring a pastor, but in the fall of
1862, the name of Pastor C,(Chrfétian) Kienow appears in the con-
gregational records. He was the first resident pastor.

Pastor Kienow might well be known as the congregation's
"mystery pastor”. No one today seems to know who he was, where
he came from, or what happened to him after he left Fort Atkinson
in 1865, 1t is quitebunlikely that he was eVeh Lutheran, becausé

his name does not appear on any list of Lutheran pastors in
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. 22.
.exlstence,™™

If this were true that he was not a Lutheran, it.
can be assumed that the doctrinal position of the congregation |
was resting on shakey ground. One possibility is that Pastor
Kienow was a German Evangelical because it is obvious that he had
- to be German.

some good and some bad history was made during Pastor
Kienow's pastorate. The most noteworthy event during his stay
was the building of the first church building. It is still true
today that once a congregation has a permanent worship facility,
the growth rate usually increases. The congregation continued
to grow, although no érowth statistics of the era are available.

Despite these good happenings during Pastor Kienow's pastor-
ate, his stay brought té light a problem that plagued the congre-
gation throughout its early years. The German state church paid
its pastors through the go?ernment by way of taxes., These Ger-
man Lutherans were not ready to begin to pay their pastors direct-
ly. The one point of business that appears and reappears through;
out Pastor Kiehow’s stay was the pastor's salary. The usual pro¥
cedure was this: The pastor would request a salary increase.
The congregation would refer it to a committee, and then committee
and congregation would promptly forget about it. This little
game of cat and mouse finally ended in the fall of 1865 when
Pastor Kienow served notice that he needed a salary increase
from $150 to $5OO.23' The congregation's response was that it
was ilmpossible to raise the salary this much.‘ The result was that

1]
Fastor Kienow left.zp'
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It was not a one-sided controversy that led to Pastor
Kienow's departure. Each side was partly to blame. As was
implied before, the congregation's stewardship of treasure left
something to be desired,' Pastor Kienow's salary was $150 per
year, not including a parsonage because the cbngregation didn't
own one. Most men in comparable situations in 1865 were receliv-
ing between $300 - $400 per year with a parsonage provided.

There certainly was reason for concern on the pastor's part.

His method, however, of obtaihingba raise in 1865, was less tﬁan
ethical. He threatened the congregation with the prospect of
leaving for a more lucrative field, thus trying to get more pay.
The congregation refused to be blackmailed; Pastor Kienow couldn't
live on his salary, so he left.

As the winter of 1865 set in, the congregation was faced with
a Vadancy. They were served during this tiﬁe by Pastor Huber
from thé Gerﬁany congregation (Wisconsin Synod);25' There is
no record of an overture by the congregation to the Wisconsin
synod to get a pastor, but other events show that the congrega-
tion was‘léoking for a church body to supply a pastor for them.
Even if they had approached the Wisconsin Synod at this time,
thé chances of getting a resident pastor were slim because of
Wisconsin's rapid growth and pastoral shortage. ‘The Fort Atkin-
son congregation was spotted in the fall of 1865 as a prospectivé
mission venture by the Iowa Synod, which had advanced as far as
Deerfield, about half way‘between Fort Atkinson and Madison,zé'
The whole story of this relationship with the Iowa Synod will

be discussed in the next chapter.
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As a result of fhe overtures of the Iowa 3Synod and the
eagerness 0f the Fort Atkinson congregation to be served by a
resident pastor, Pastor Johannes Hoerlein became the second
resident pastor of the congregation. Hoerlein came to Fort
after}%wgear‘s pastorate in the Deerfield congregation. His
stay in Fort Atkinson was around a year. It was, for one reason
or another, a bad year ail around for the pastor and Congregation;
The report of the year in Fort Atkinson was covered in Pastor
Hoerlein's obituary with these words:
| Er arbeitete in Fort Atkinson, und zwar zuletzt
unter sehr ungunstigen, druckenden Verh#ltnissen,
bis zum Herbst'1867.
Roughly translated:
He labored in Fort Atkinson under very unfavor- 27,
able and oppressive conditions until the fall of 1867,
Pastor Hoerlein had a rather interesting background. He
was a native of Bavaria and recelved all of his theological
training under‘Wilhdm Loehe at Neuendettelsau, graduating in
1859 and immigratihg to America the same year. He served for
three years in Elkport, Iowa; four years at Cottage Grove, Wis-
consin; one year in Fort Atkinson; returning to Elkport, Iowa
for two years. He served the 1869 - 1870 school year as col-
lector for Synodical Educational Institutions. He served the
congregation in Iowa City, Iowa, from 1870 until his death, and

also served the last three years of his 1life as editor of the

Kirchenblatt, the official Iowa Synod paper. He was a member

of the Iowa Synod his entire ministry and served, with the ex-

ception of Fort Atkinson, Iowa synod congregatlions.,
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‘Pastor Hoerlein's ministry appears to have been a mixed blessing
to the congregation; ‘Since he was a Loehe-trained man and a
strong Iowa Synod supporter, one can assume he was capable and
equipped to preach the Gospel. His ministry in Fort Atkinson,
however, was anything but pleasant. By the fime he left in the
‘fall of 1867, there had already been four votes to put him out

of office.28‘

One effect of his ministry, however, seems to
have been to turn the eyes of the congregation toward the Wiscon-
sin Synod in their search for a new pastor.

After Hoerlein left in the fall of 1867, the congregation
had a pastoral vacancy for almost a year. They were served
during this time period by a Pastor Ernst from Whitewater. During
this time, the congregation sought a pastor who could again pro-
vide them with the Word and Sacrament without the political-pres—
sure that had been exerted by the last pastor. By God's grace
they recelved a man as pastor who led the congregation from
spirifual infancy to a new measure of maturity. His name was
Johannes Brockmann.

| Pastor Brockmann was a highly capable and Gospel motivated
pastor, a man who could lead them out of pést trouble, through
the trouble that lay ahead when he took over the pasforate, to
a new level of Christian maturity and congregational stability.
He served the congregation from 1868 until 1875, when he went
to Watertown to serve St. Mark's congregation for 29 years. In
Pastor Brockmann's obituary, President Ernst of Northwestern

College characterized his ministry in the following way:
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~ He was an ernest and faithful man, imbﬁed with

a high regard for his calling. He was of a retiring

nature, although at the same time firm in his own

convictions, The con@gegation grew and flourished

during his pastorate.””"

Brockmann was a member of the Wisconsin oynod for his entire
ministry. Like many Wisconsin synod pastors at his time, he was
born and trained in Germany. He received his training at the
migsion house at'Herrmannsburg, the same school that trained
President Bading. He was specifically trained for African mis-
sion work, but was then sent to America by Louis Harms. He
served for six years at Algoma,; Wisconsin, before going to Fort
Atkinson., He took over the congregation at the age of 35.30‘

He played a vital role in leading the congregation through the

lodge controversy in 1870, a happening which will be discussed .

in a later chapter.

As-a-sidelight, a word can be sald about the method of
choosing pastors in these years. The congrégation was not af-
filiafed with a synod who could frain and supply pastors as théy
do today. The methods of hiring pastors in those days was com-
parable to hiring a person for any other position. Especially
‘in the case of Pastor Hoerlein, even such things as trial ser-
mons were involved,Bl' The usual reference in the minutes of

a meeting was that the pastor was elected, not called. It may -
have béen simple ignorance on the part of the secretary, but

at least in the case of Pastor Hoerlein, this was certainly not
a way to choose the pastor. Wherever people try to take the job“
awéy from the Holy Spirit, they soon find that things don't al-

ways vwork out as they planned.
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It is obvious that all of the pastors who served St. Paul's
during the first ten years were of different abilities and, to
a certain extent, had different views of confessional Lutherénism.
Looking back it is easy to criticize, but one thlng needs to be
saild for all of the pastors during this early era -- they preach-
ed God's Word, Despite preoccupation, in some cases, with other
matters, the Word was still planted in the hearts of the members.

That is always the most important job that any pastor can do.




V. RELATIONS WITH THE IOWA SYNOD

Though with a scornful wonder
Men see her sore oppressed,
By scisms rent asunder,
By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping;
Their cry goes up,"How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

T.L.H., 473 v. 4

It is always more sensational and "exciting" to write about
the scandels of history; We seem to enjoy looking back on the
mistékes.of others and sneering at them, It wouldn't be too dif-
ficult to find events in the past history’of s>t. Paul's to ridi-
cule, if that were our purpose. Rather, we can look at two par-
ticularly dark events in the congregation's past history and see
the hand of God guiding the congregation down the road to confes-
sional Lutheranism. |

. The first unfortunate chapter of the congregation's history
~deals with its relafionship with the Iowa Synod. The main reason
these two groups ever met is that the Fort Atkinson congregation
was Sériously looking for a resident pastor after Pastor‘Kienow
left in the fall of 1865. There was a serious shortage of pas-
tors in Wisconsin. At the same time, the Iowa Synod was trying

to push its influence further into Wisconsin.
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This mutual interest on the parts of the Iowa Synod and the
Fort Atkinson German Lutherans was really a result of the times.
The late 1860's was a time when Lutherans were looking toward new
areas for fellowship.
In the East the constituent synods of the Gen-
eral Council in 1866 broke away from the utter lax-
ity of the General Synod; in the Middle West the con-
fesslonal bodies ultimately found much to be desired
with the Council's stand, and in 18%5 the Synodical
Conference here came into being ...7“’
At the same time the Iowa Synod and Wisconsin Synod were holding

conferences and attending each others synod conventions to deter-

mine one another's doctrinal positions. Although there is not

time to list differences between Wisconsin and Iowa, it is in-

teresting to speculate that the same reasons that separated the
two synods may have driven the Fort Atkinson congregation away.
from the Iowa synod.

The story began in the winter of 1865-66 in Deerfield, Wis-
consin, where Pastor Johannes Hoerlein heard of the vacancy in
Fort Atkinson and the people's desire to have a pastor. Pastor
Hoerlein came to town-to pfeach, bringing both the Gospel and
greetings from the Iowa Synod. The congregation was impressed.
They sent a request to the president of the IoWa Synod, through
Pastor Hoerlein, that they might receive an Iowa Synod pastor to
serve them.aj'

The Towa Synod was initially as excited about coming to
Fort Atkinson as the pgople were about having them. The August

1866 issue of the Kirchenblatt carried a glowing report of the

prospects in the city.ju' The praesidium decided to send Hoerlein
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.as the pastor they requested. He preached two tfial sermons in
the spring of 1866, and was elected as pastor,35'-'The Kirchen—i
blatt reported that Hoerlein was installed by Pastor List of the
Iowa Synéd in Madison and felt that the congregation was friendly
and treated him well.2¢:

But something happened during Hoerlein's pastofate in Fort
Atkinson, The minutes of September 9, 1867, reported that Pastor
Hoerlein had already received several dismissal notices by this

time. The Kirchenblatt suddenly became silent about the activity

in Fort Atkinson. Pastor Hoerlein returned to Iowa after his
dismissal and served faithfully in the Iowa Synod until his death
in 1873, Although it is difficult to know the impact that this
dismissal hadion the cohgregafion. it can be seen in the dealings
with the succéeding pastdr that it did not endéar some members

to pastors,

No one will probably ever know the cause of the dispute be-
tween Pastor Hoerlein and the congregation. Maybé he already
attempted to tackle the lodge problem that Pastor Brockmann
tackled head-on in 1870, Maybe some of Iowa's doctrinal weak-
ness bothered the members, although all indications are that the
congregation was not too sound doctrinally. Maybe it was a matter
of a personality conflict. Regardless of thebcauses, the effects
are more clear. This unfortunate incident with the Iowa Synod
drove the congregation to a synod that was closer-to home, grow-.
ing doétrinally more sound each year, and getting a more adequate
supply of pastors. It is undoubtedly true that the Lord fulfilléd
His promise in this unfortunate happening, "All things work to-

gether for'gdod to them that love God."



VI. AFFILIATION WITH THE WISCONSIN SYNOD

"But by the grace of God I am what I am ..." (I Cor. 15:10)

Paul knew when he spoke these words that it was only by the
grace of God that he could be a believer in Christ and an héir_
~of eternal life. In fact he would probably have been willing to
éxpand these words to cover anything good that had ever hapbened
to him -- it was by the pure grace of God. St. Paul's members
need to humbly utter this prayer with Paul, for it is only by
God's pure grace that the congregation is what it is today, a
congregafion fhat teaches the "whole counsel of God", based on
the only source of God's revelation, His infallible Word.
| Certainly a giant step in the process that led St. Paul's
to confessional Lutheransim was taken when the congregation join-
ed the Wisconsin Synod‘at the 1872 synod convention. There was
a very dark chapter of history, however, that immediately preceed-
ed this step. But in thil s dark hour, God provided the instrument,
His servant, Pastor Johannes Brockmann, to turn the evil into good.
When Pastor Brockmann took over the pastorate of the Fort
Atkinson congregation in 1868, he must have inherited a mulfitude
of problems. It seems impossible to imagine that such large pro-
blems could arise in the two years between his arrival and the
outbreak of the lodge problem in 1870. There are two forseeable

possibilities., Either the previous two pastors had permitted the
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‘lodge members to be members of the congregation, or else their

- attempts to deal with the problem were reasons for their abrupt
leaving. Another remote possibility is that the lodges in Fort
Atkinspn made a sudden surge or membership drive toward the Ger-
man Lutherans in 1870.

The background to this lodge controversy in 1870 seems all
too simple. Pastor Brockmann recognized that the lodges, in
this case the Oddfellows, were indeed promoters of religious be-
1ife and dictated worship of a Christless, deistic God. He heed-
~ed the Scriptural principle to "mark and avoid" these false pro-
phets, and taught the Congregation that bellievers in Christ
would avoid such organizations.37' There were some members of the
congregation who did belong to lodgés. After repeated admoni-
tion, Pastor Brockmann and the congregation put these men under

church discipline,

When the congregation met on August 7, 1870, the heat of
summer couldn't come close to the heat of the meefing going on in
the~school.38‘ The first issue was to answer a series of ques-
tions brought by those congregational members who were lo{p mem-

bers. They dealt with the following problems:

-Reasons the constitution forbad voting membership

to lodge members. .

-Reasons lodge members were refused communion.

-Questions about the application of Mt., 18: 15-18 to

lodge members. : :

~Stand of Sceripture, Luther's Small Catechism, and

the other Lutheran Confessions on lodge membership.

~A question about one of the congrggational by-laws

that dealt with lodge membership.””"

The discussion was lengthy, but even Pastor Brockmann with his

. net
knowlege of Scripture and evangelical manner wasfable to con-
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vince the lodge members of error in the heat of passion. The
meetJng was adjourned until the fo]low1ng evening, but not be-
fore the re51gnatlpn of a prominent member and founding father,
Pﬁilipp Eckhart, was acoepted.uo‘

‘The drama at the meeting on the followiﬁg evening was even
greater than the first night., At this meeting two of the found-
ing fathers and most 1nf]uent1al members took a stand against the
pastor and against Scripture. John Becker and John Wandschneider
accused Pastor Brockmann of acting against the wishes of the con-
gregation in practicing discipline on lodge members.ul' They
demanded the keys for the church from him and ordered him out
of the parsonage. The whole issue came down to a vote whether
or not to support thesé two elders in their demands. In the vote
that followed, Becker and Wandschneider were removed as elders

and were replaced by J. Boldt, J.T. Muller, and E. Rutzen.uz’

In addition to this, Wandschneider and Becker forfeited their

rights as congregational members and were publicly reprimanded
and admonished to try and understand this whole matter in the
light of Scripture. The secretary was ordered to publlcly an-
nounce their removal. 43. In addition, J. Groth and William

Lohmueller requec sted that their names be removed from the con-

gregational records.

-The battle was over, but the casualties were heavy. If
Pastor Brockmann's 1light shown brightly as a staunch supporter of
Scripture in the battle, it shown even more brightly as an
evangelical peace maker after the smoke had.cleared. He didn't
dwell on.the past, but looked to the fﬁture. In 1872 Pastor

Brockmann attempted to avoid further lodge problems in his own




YT
‘and other congregations by publishing a 1little book called

Christian und Ernst. This book was a conversation staged between

Christian, who was considering joining the 0dd Fellows Lodge,
and Ernst, who encourages his joining. As they talk, Christian
. begins to realize that the lodge teaches things contrary to
seripture. - The heek is mainiy instructional, but also makes quite
enjoyable reading. It was immediately trénslated into English
and published in both English and German.

The mogt obvious result of Pastor Brockmann's strong, Gospel-
centered leadership was the congregation's decision to join the

" Wisconsin Synod in 1872. e

These Lutherans had avoilded synodical
‘affiliation for over eleven years,vprobably aue to their back-
ground in the German state church and Prussian Union. They
treasured their independence. But apparently they were inpressed
with Pastor Brockmann's leadership and his pérsonal affiliation
with the Wisconsin Synod. They applied at the 1872 convention

of the synod and were accepted immediately.

It is only by God's grace that this eplsode in the congre-
gation's history can contain the most negative and positive notes.
By the end of Pastor Brockmann's pastorate the congregation was
much moré stable and much more doctrinally sound than when he

arrived. Certainly the Lord used Pastor Brockmann as an instrument

in His plan."'




CONCLUSTON

"Lo, I am with you alway . . ." (Mt. 28:20)

The Lord make this promise to'the entire church on earth.

" His actions, His‘showering of grace on the church bear witness
to His keeping the promise;' The Lord's presence was obvious in
the early years of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, and that same
presence has been obvious in fhe years that have followed.
Another promise also remains in efféct until this day: "For
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 1
in the midst of them."

Although some of the points made in this paper are purely
speculation, the facts that do exist would qualify that specu-
lation as "informéd." 'Any attempts to fill in missing facts
were done only in the interest of supporting existing facts, not
sensationalizing. The hope is that the facts uncovered and
reassembled here may serve to let more people apﬁreciate their
heritage as cqnfessionai Lutherans -~ to appreciate the grace

that God shows to those who are His redeemed.
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