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THE EEV. FREDERICK K. SCHMUGGE: A RED
B

LECTION ON LIFE IN FOUER
LUTHERAN CHURCH DIES

vg oone first glances st the name of the man to whom this
paper is dedicated to, one might wonder just who he i1z. You

Wwill not run soross his nams in the history of the Wisgcongin

Evangelical Lutheran Synod, or any other Synod for that

mattar. Hiz name will not  be heard in discussion of
itmportant church fathers or theologlans. Just how then does

this man, Fr ., Schmugge., warrant a church history

paper to be named sfter him? Wherse dosz he it in  the
timeframse of ths Lutheran church? The timeframe that this
man coversz, and more significantly, the ftsrritory  that ha
covers iz what wsryants & paper fto be written on him. He was

& Lutheran pastor and = Lutheran layman who was involved with

four  Luthersn  church bodies: The HMigsouri Svnod; The

Evangelical Lutheran Synod:; An Independant Lutheran ochurch:
and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to which he
belongs to today. He has endured a3 & Fastor or layman since

1848~-~the vear he graduated from the Concordia Seminary in

St. Louis, and he has bheen a dedicated father to me Tor the

it has besn indicated, Frederick Schmugge’sz life has
bheen far from normal. He has had the sxperience of bsing &

Lutheran pastor, and he has also had the experience of being

a Lutheran lavman. It will be the I of this paper to look
at his 1ife, & life which has had many experiences and ssen

many changes in the Luthsran churach. We will 5EE WY
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has besan associsated with so many  church bodies; and what

changes he has seen in the various Lutheran synods from nis
unigue vantage polint of Pastor and layman. The majority of

<3

AT intervisw with

information from this paper comes

Fastor hmugges conducted by this writer, and also first-hand

information which the writer experienced 33 he Zaw hi

i

dad go

through ife a3 a pastor and lsyman in four differsnt ochurch

not always rafering to the sublisct as my Tdad.®

Frederick Karl Schmugge was born on  Fab

&

Hizs parents wvere faithiful Chrisgtians who had the blessing and

chore of ralsing ten children! They msde surs that all the

f

children went to churoh snd Sunday School to lesrn sbout the

avior, Frederick had no idea as a young boy that =some
he would grow wup to be a2 Luthsran pastor. Az he grew up in

clity™ of St. Paul, Minnssotsa, Frederiock reslized

that he snjoyved swxperimenting with many things. He held all

sorts of odd jobs as he grew up, and he developsd =5  kssan
interest in drawving and sct work, It didn’t =2eem like he was

onn the road to becoming a pastor.

Az a high school sftudent he sttended Mechanic Arts High
School in 8t. Paul where he took a pre-collsgs prep courss,
thinking that he might be an engineer of some sort, whether =

technical, electricgal, or mechanical engineer~-he didn’t know

what ahead of him. Upon graduation in 18938, Frederick

enrolled at Concordia Junior Collaeg
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future vocation. What was his reasoning  Tor
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Concordia? Pastor’s answer: "1 figured [ could take my first



two vears of college there just as well as anyplagcge.? It was

at Concordia where he was first creally encouraged to pursus

the minlstry. The profsssors there encouraged Frederiok o
take the pre-theological courses. It soundsd like =& good

:

idesa to him, since the Synod and the school practically paid

the whole cost of tuition 11 you  wers on thig ST O ET B
Frederiaok did pay thse price, howsver, for taking these

COUrses. RBecause he didn*t have the proper Latin, Germar,

ground from the public high school he

B

attended, Frederick was forced into taking an extra year of

gochooling to ocover these courses. He also pald the price in
a literal sense. Beczauszse thesse were post-Depression days,

"

Fraedevickis family of twelve didn®t have money to spare for

O wWork

a3

his education. This meant that Fred would have

o

going to school.

ter gohool hours he would head
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(28
n0ff to work at a porm@i n shop where he worked the 4:00 PM -

2:00 AM shift, fourty hours a week! During the summer, he
earned his pay working on a street car track crew, and =also

tor &t his church, Mt. Olive Lutheran. During this
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difficult period Frederick was a faithful student, and W
one of the top students in his class at school.

it was during this time that Frederick recelved wmuch
encouragement from his local Wisconsin Syvnod pastor and from
his parents to becoms a pastor. Thiz was the beginning of

the futurese for Frederick Schmugge. Sesing that he had the

ﬂecesarﬁy gifte and talents given by God to bescome =&

minizgter, uwpon his gradusition from Concordia Junior Collsge

in 1944, he decided to enroll at the Missouri Synod Seminary

\
/

{(Concordial) in St. Louis. He was leaving a{high school and




which was staunach in oconservatism  and
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faithful to God's Word. The Seminary had such distinguished

pirof

3

gaors as Dr. Arndt and Dr. Fritz. Ag  Pastor Schnugge
looks back at his Seminary days he mentions that at the time

it didn®*t seem like too much liheral thought was around.

FOTexsaor

Perhaps there was some liberal thinking with Profs
Casmerer who had different ideas of how the Holy Spireit

bhe T

]

worked in an individual. Hig teaching didn’t seem t
dangerous to snyone st that time, though.

Attending the Seminary wasn’t easy in those davs. World
War 11 wasz still under way, and that made evervone's life a

little different. Az SBeminzary studery

tg, the men in 5t. Louls

)
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varez sxemnpgt from the dresft, but to kesep that status in  tact

-
-
.
i

they also had to attend zchool in the summsr moniths.

i

was Lhe soeneg for Fredervickis first two years at the Sem.
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Frederick continued to do well in school, and was given
a difficult assignment for his vicar vear, He was assigned

ishes in Danbury and Webstsr., Wiszoon

]

in. His
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to gerve two p

zuperviging pastor was in charge of an additional two

1

churches, Needless to say, it was a complete experience Tor

Fut ik, He preasched svery Sunday, conducted Catechism
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class, and was in charge of
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most ather meet

"highop®™ would come by occasionally to check up  on him,

usually when therve was 2 Ledies Ald or Voter’s meseting. All
in all, 1t was & very good lesarning vear for Frederick. He

would go back to Sewm, marry his Walther Lesgue sweetheart,

Doris, and look forward to a permanent call in  the pastoral

I3

ministry.

Upon his graduation from the Seminary in 1948, Frederick
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was azzigned to Trinity Lutheran Churceh in Albany, Texas. It
was a church of approximantly 100 communicants, most of them
Garman Tarmers, What was FPasgtor Schmugge’s first reaction on

receiving a call which sent him out of the Midwest, and was

guch a digtance from home? He 52YS, "We joked about it,

being called to *foreign missions,’ but 1T we a nilce plsace
to live, and we wsre gxclitsd to go  there.® The ochurch in

Albany wasg begun actually as two churches, one norith and ans

zouth of Albeany Sprvices werse gtarited in 1807 by the ERewv.
C.M. Bever who came from Bilg Spring to presch the gospsl to
thesse psople. Before Pastor Schmugge would serve here, ten
pastors would precesd him, and sventusally the north and south

church would unite into one.

stay in Albany was the dedication of =5 newyly
rampdeled churoh bullding. The dedication service was held
on February 18, 18bl. In the informational folder that was

handed out, it was noted that thisz new church was one "which

the members of the congregation and all the people of  Albany

can be proud.® Practically all the work on the building was

'*t,.
x
i

donated, and much of the material used was sescond-h =

result, the entire cost of the remodeling program amounted to

only $3,500. It indeed was s  bullding dedliczted to Hiha
Flory of God., ™

It was Iin that same yesr of 1
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decided that hiz talents were more sulted to engineerisal work

ingtead of ths full-time ministry. In September of 1951 he
regigned as pastor of Trinity. According to Pastor, the

b
T
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vzons for leaving were mostly a result of stress. The



ant writing and msmovrisz

SONG

became too much of & burden
pastors do In thels sarly ve
suited for the ministry.

would con

Sochmugge

pastor--at least for awhile!
At Tirst, Fred thought

of carpentry or handyman wor
hands snd had legsrned much o
However, as he and Doris ret

5 O Honeywel i Corpo

department. He worked for t

after thst became smploved b
him for engineer worlk. Duri
down to Texas where hs taugh
Wichita Falls, Here he taug
computers far the guidance

system. Before they left fo
zdoption with thelr first och
didn*t ever stay long in one

back to Minmssots where they
VEST S, Upon their return to
Michasl, would be adopted in
In the early years hs

two dif

one bheing

of Kings Luthesran

named

Eing

gspecially while attending M

Schmugge didn’t realize ¢t

ing of sermons week after weebk

for Thim. He felt. ag mANY
ara, that his +tftalents weren’t
Thus, the interesting life of

£ not as a Lutheran
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nue~--however,

that he might get

since he Was
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ng this time

t &t Shepherd?

I

Nnow
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ht gerviceman

aystem of

they were blegsaed

L 1d, Betty Anne. Being

place, Fredevick led hi

would spend the next twenty

Minnesota, ancother child, Kerl

in HMinnesoia the Schmugge

ferent Missourl Synod ochurches
Messiah Lutheran and the other
. During wmost of this timse.

esgiah  Lutheran Church, Fastor

hat there was tension growing



betweern the Miszzsourl and Wisconszin Svnod. It wasn’t until a

vaction trip back to Texas when Frederick was asked by =

pastor friend what was happening to the Missouri synod and
f ) 2

whether he should join the Wisconsin Synod or not. It was st

thig time that the liberal thoughts of the Missouri Svynod

first became apparent to Pastor Schmuggs, and ne started

exploring the situation.

g‘:a

In 1987 the Schmugge Tamily once again moved, this time

Minnmezots. Here Joined =& HMizsourl EBynod
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5--& country church which gtill  had

shurch callsd 21, Peterige--g

an older conservative pastor as its leader. Pagstor Schmuggs

kept hiz pastoral skills fresh by helping out =t hurch  and

teaching a Bible Class. Uponn  the death of thes o,

congervative pastor, a young, liberal pastor was assigned to

Zt. FPeteris, Mow the liberal teazchings oaf the PHMigszourisns
came to the forsfront. The fTirst thing that really upsetl

Pastor Schmugge was the Concordia Publishin Housea

iy

publication of %Daniel™ by Frofeszor Hover. FProfessor Hover

el was probably Jjust

Bt
1

suggested that the book of JET

floctional sftory and served its purpose only for the people of

the time of Daniel. 0f course, the fellowship ldeza sgitartsd
to its ugly head also. The young pastor of St. Peter’s

started to have joint Young People meetings with locsal ALC

churches, and he (permeated this ecumenical ides of fellowship
among St. Peter’s members. Pastor Schmugre became somewhat

disturbed at what was taking place, and +tried to lead the

FPazstor in the right dirsction. FPrederick sven wrote 2 letter

to the church council, trying to point out to  them the

unscriptural teachings that the church was sllowing fto be

oD
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aught. Finally, Frederick zaw that thsre was no  hope, arid

[

he pulled his family out of St. Peter’s in 1869 and Jjoined
the Wisconsin Synod church in Cottage Grove, Wisconsin. i
Rev., Donald Buch was the pastor at that small country church.

I+ was here that Betty was confirmed, and where the Word of

God was tsaught in its truth and purity. Now he Schmugge's

belonged to & new synod, a syvnod which FPastor Sohmugge grev
up in, a2 synod which was faithful to God's Word. I asked
Pastor Schmugge if it wss the fellowshlp principle  then,
which was ths key to him  leaving ths Missouri Synod. He

replied, "Fellowship was just a symptom. The ilmportant thing
wag sticking to the Bible as inspired by God, and not that it
was just a group of writings which didn’t hold aredance

o

pull doectrinss, such as fellowship, from. That was the main

sroblem.” With the HMissouri Synod behind  hin, and with =&
gtrong feeling towsrd itz problems, Pastor Schmugge wanted to
do something more to spread the truths of Godis Word. Maow
another chapter would begin in Fredericlk Schmugge’s life.
When Pastor Schmugge left the Missouri Synod, he  felt
the urge to get back into the full-time ministry, and to

teach God'z Word faithfully sz he had besen taught throughout

hie life. Mig first step was to contact the Wisconsin Bynod.

Pastor was given the opportunity fto meet with synod officials
for a oolloguy. Howswver, thelr recommendation was that

Pastor Schmugge return to their Seminary and enroll in the

3

enior Class. Because he had just bought s new house in

5

de

Afton, Minnesota and felit that he couldn’it sfford financially
to teke off & vear for schooling, Pastor had to furn down the

opportunity. It would be a couple vears vet until the Lord



decided to let Pagtor return to the ministry.

Around 1973, & good friend from ths past, Bill Overn,
whom Fred wvent to school with st Concordis College, askad

Frederick if he would like to return to the ministr Thers

@

wasa an BELE church in Minneapolis of which Overn was a member,

and which now had a vacanocy. Bill msked Fred 1f he would be

1

intersast

d in Tilling the vacancy. U7 coursze, things would

o]

have to be alesared with ELS Synod officials first. o once
again, Pasztor Schmugges took &8 oologuy-~-this time with the

=3 /:\'

ELS, After several meetings, the ELS found Pastor Schmugges

to be in sgesement with their dooctrinal teschings. There was
concern about Fastorts homileticsl & . The ELS wantsd to

be sure he waz still  capable of writing sound sermons.

Srmon
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Pastor was asked. therefore, to write a

the homiletical department of the ELS. While

the midst of writing these sermons, most surprisingly he was

ton  serve an ELS gongregatlon in FPetoskey,
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Michigan. The vear was 1874. The writer will mnsver forget

i

those davs. [ wag thirtesen vysarz old and ready for anvithing

exciting in life. I remember my dad asking my sister and me
how we would feel 1F he went back into the ministrv. We,
needless to say, were quite excited. At the age we were &1,

Jusgt the thought of moving to a new place Wa S an excitin
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adventure that we couldn’t let slip by 50 once mgd

another chapler was to unfold in the Schmugg

A

Twenty three vears later, Frederick Schmugge was back in th

minists d hizs third

and thiz tims he Joins

1 asked Pastor if there were any major differences



betwasen the Wisconszin Synod and  the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod that he saw as he re-entered the presching wministry.

He replied that he didn’t sees any major differences because,

o

of course, the two synods were in fellowship with each other.
There waszs a problem among some of the ELS pastors, however,

concerning the doctrine of church and miniastry. Some of the

o
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W the Missouri Synod stand on  the
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issue, which was unscriptural. Pagtor Schmugge Was  oOn

the key people involved with getting these pastors to  see

that the Wisconsin Synodis stand on the issus was the correot

T . Th
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5 was done through several important pastoral

Pastor Hcochmugge was called to serve a rural churah,
Faith Ev. Lutheran, which was actuslly loczated in East
Jordan., Michigan, and not Petoskey. The parsonage, howaver,

was located in the larger city of Petoskey--s A5 minute drive

from East Jordant Later, a mission would be started in the

public library in downtown Petozkey, but the ohurah
seamed to grow from its original nucleus of peopls. The

church continued in East Jordan when the Fetoske; veniturs
failed, yet there wers zome doctrinal problems among some of
the members which Pastor Schmugge had to face up to. Ths

family that supported the congregation the most financially

had some children who wers involved with ths Campus Crussdes

s

movement, and who happensd to be very vocal concerning the

Reformed theology of this group. They wanted to sway the

congraegation to theils visw-point. Many discussions were held

16l

h s int wher

id
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between Pastor and this family, and it got ti
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thisz debate took wup much of Pastor Schmugge’s valuable

)



timg--time that was nseded to help the congregation grow.
After 3 1/2 vears at East Jordan, and after turning down ons
other czill, Pastor Schmugge received a call to serve at
Christ Ev. Lutheran Church in Bowling Green, 0Ohio. It was a
difficult decision to leave, but as Pastor put it, "l felt
that the time had come to move on, and perhaps & New  pErson

would have bhetter zuocoe

i
0
i

in desaling with the Campus Crusade

problem in Petoskey and East Jordan.® So snother chaptear had
endad In Pazstor So P lite, and  another ochapter was

about to unfold.

The church that Pastor Schmugge took 2 call to was an

independent church which heing ssrved in the pasit by ELS
pEItors., The vear was 1878, and now Pastor Sohmugg WES
associated with a fourth Lutheran church body! This wasa &
migzsion ochurch which was being supported by =& group called
Independant Lutheran Missions and by the Federatio o i

Authentic Lutherans. With the asssistance of Peace Lutheran

Church in Deshlec, Ohio, another indespendant ochuroh; the

mizszio churah  bought & large ochurch building in
downtown Bowling Green. Evangelism work was carried out, but
the numbers weren’t adding up. It bescame somewhat depressing
for the small group to meet in such =a large church. The
maintanence bills and unkeep of the church were difficult to
henr vet the efforts to grow continused. Most of the pEopla
that did form & nucleus there 1in Bowling Green were past
Wisconsin Synod and Mis=zouri Synod menmbers.

Az this ochurch struggled to grow, problems were looming

on the horizon. The Federation of Authentic

1

dizbanded during Pastor Schnugge’ stay in Bowling




this spesllsd trouble fTor the group supporting thig mizgion.

The Independent Lutheran Mission group soon ran out of funds
atnd was no longer able to support the church in Bowling
Green. The church had no choice but to fold and disband.
"anator Sohmugge was now without a church and was hoping to
receive another call from the ELS. An ipmediate call was not

to e found, howvever. Neithsr the ELS or the WELS had

vacancles to fill during this economically depressed period.

Bince he had returned to the ministry, Pastor Schmuggse was
receiving below mission status salary, S0 a declsion hac to

be made what to do for the welfare of his family. He decided

that this wss a sign from God that he should re-snter  The
computar business world, This 1880, and it would be

18

the last vear that Pastor Schmugge zerved a church as it

g

After
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gnding applicationg to various companies, Pastor

ended up landing a Jjob with Lockhead Electronics in New

Jersa Ths noew  Join & Wisconsin Synod
church in  East Brunswick, New Jersey. it wss & wvourng

congregation that had just gone self-supporting and which was

el

made up of many transfers from Wisconsin and Migssouri Sy rnod
churches. Unce again, not one to stay long in one place,
Pastor Schmugge found a job with his old company in 5t. Paul,
Minmesota--Univac--and in 1881 ths Schmugge family would move

back to Minnesota, buyving = house less than a mile from the

one Hetty and EHarl grew up in. You could say that Pastor

lifte had SOne Yfull-gircle, ¥ starting in

Minnesota, and ending up back in Minnssota.

L
il

Pastor Schmugge continues to be active in the ohurgo
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zgtablished membership once again at Mt, Olive Ev,.
Lutheran Church in 8t. Paul--the very church which he grew up

cross the strest from the church. H

gt
-
]
i
oy
e
i
=
1o
=
ot
"
.
-
o
it
2L
i
i
Y
]

Li

was given the opportunity by Pastor Donald Meler to preach on

ion, and also to conduct & weekly Tuesday night Bible

Class. He has also done substitute preaching for both ELES
and WELS pastors in the Twin Cities areas. He has bhecone

actively involved with Creation Science and has considerabhle

ingsight in that fisld =zincse hiz ocsceer hies spanned  both  the
science and religious fields. And now that he has reltired
trom  hiz  job st Univao, the Lord has glven hinm the
opportunity to spend tims at his favorite hobby--writing

Hiz first Bible study book on the end times was published

this year and is entitled, "When These Things Begin.®

God-willl Paztor Schmugge plans to write many more Dbooks

in the future vears.

A "

Here 1z & man that has been involved in four Lutheran

church bodies. It has begen an opportunity and adventurs that
not too many people could come close to comparing to. What
are Pastor Schmugge’s overall feelings of having the

opportunlty to serve in these four different Lutheran bodies?

i

He replies, "1 think God was trying to prepare me in a very

untique way in writing, and at the =

=3

H

ame time giving me a  good

theological training. I think that prepared mse gulite well o

"

wrlte things on Creation Science, on the ocreation and the
flood, and I thank God for giving me the ochance to do ths
thingas [ did, "

Yesz, Pastor Schmugge had the opportunity to experience

what probably no cne else will ever have the chance to



experisnce--gerving four Lutheran church bodies. Cartainly,
God has been gracious to him, his wife and children. The
writer of this paper thanks God for giving me the opportuniity
to be brought up in his household, where [ was taught

Christian truths, and encouraged to walk proud as a bellsver

in th true God. I am thankful for the encouragment and

4
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h

support that | was given to pursue Tthe full-time ministry.

W

God-willing, Pastor Schmugge will have many wmore years to
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devote himsslf to his writingz, snd IF sure  that he will
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the blesgings God gave to him as he looks back

f
&

and reflects on his life~-a life in four Luthesran ochurch

bodiess.
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