A Lutheran Tabernacle

by

Lon Kuether

Redeirpion fvungelical futheran Cluror ~WELS
Milwaukee, Wisconsi

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Library
11831 8. Seminary Drive, 65w
Memuon, Wiscongin -



Acknowledgements

-of Oconomowoc, St., Matthew's
Rev, Kent Schroeder
Mrs., Lind, Elizabeth
Mr, Notbohm

-of Milwaukee, Redemption
Rev, Willliam Fischer
Rev. Cleone Welgand
Mr, Rantanen, Hector

-of Grafton, Our Savior's
Rev, Wllliam Helges
Mr., Xuether, Herman
Mr. Metzger, John



Mow often dossn’t & person bear it said to soms ohild

To the children of

that the church building i

Terael abt the time of Moses, this was precisely what
alsn said.  Shortly after the ewodus from Egypt, God tald

Pl

"Have them maks a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell

among them. Make this btaberrnacls amd all its furnishings

sractly like Tthe patbern I will show yoo (Ex.

B, D0

This tabermnacle was a tent, set for the worship of owr
Lovede Ik, like svery Christian churaoh, had a two-fold

sr e all bhelievers of Gods conbtinual

1)

presence and saving activity in theiy lives, and 2 To give

same belisevers the privilegs and the opportunity to

SMOT & and thanks o ouwr gracious God.

their pral

For the children of Israel, it was rnecessary that
Lheir sanchuary, o church @7 you will, be a ftent rather
than a permanent structure.  They were wanderers and
travelers in a foreign land. S0 wherever they went they
toals thelv churoch with then. It was not until the time of

ing Solomon that the tabernacle was finally replaced by the

bemple. This was approximately 4350 years from the time

into the promised langd of

frad led the Israelite

a0 EErT . I all thelr wanderings God made his pressnce koown

dea oot s opre

in conmection with the tabernac
recogrnized by the children of Israel in the form of a oloud
or oot oa pillar of five. "In all the ftravels of the

ITsraslites, whensver the cloud Lifted from above the

tabernacle, they would s oty but 4f the olouwd did nob
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they did not set oub-—until Lthe

lift,

af bhe LORD cver bhae taberyns

Ll

oLl

was in the cloud by might, in the sigh

Tavasl during all theiv brave

fe the Old Testament,

irn

to omaks provisions

times Hod conbinues

a church of thelr own. It does nob ha

indesd it could be a tent, Rega

that two-fold purposs by Gods grace.

i

truse even among ouwr midst.  Hsre

Evangelical Lubheran Synod, three sspa

1 f'

as

Lise a povhal

b thisg chapel Sei

spealk,

0 -
ok R}

building.

i

tabermacle. Faoch congregation had ibts

and ussed this portabls structure to al

nesds at that particular fime.  Noo odow

building itseld, from the time

s

1

1!

wrhidl

the present bims,

!.. -

Wl d skt Al

+ o

thing

e

o]

saamingly

2]

o Baviorfe redempbive work, letb

credit to his Name. In Christ

all

ars possibl

That with Gocd things

Mistory vely on God’s good and per fect
. o o pat

o f s owi v than Man?s

Gzt

fool i shness

of fiod dis strongey than man’s

Weakne

o255,

-2

oy

leas,

the

it i fbaed.

Le Iy day, and fire

af all the houss aof

Testhament

the

[REXW,

oy give his bheliesvers

Lo be cathedral,

Vo A

o

will acoomplish

This has proven to be

Wisconsin

s

ratse congregations

thelr first ochurch

rved as a Lubheran

Wkl dndi vicdual needs

a fulfiili

]

i 9

macte

bt, changes ware

of its early uss in

W FIOW Ses Fow Hod

d oin Lhe preaching of

glovy and

daily remindad

all events of

arnl

Wwille. "For bhe

wisdom, and the

shrength” oL Cor.






I. Iy Ooomeamowen:
From all indications, it appears that 5t. Paul
Lutheran UChuwreh of Oconomowos was affiliated with the
Wisconsin Synod during the early 1900%s.  There was a

succession of pastors which were Wisconsin Synod, not to

mention the teackers of the Christian day school.  Foroa

pericd of time Fev. Jobn Meyer served as one of these
pastors of St. Faul (he later became a professor at
Wisconsin Lutheran Ssminary?.  Around 1920 a gplit in the

congregation ooourved. In Ffact, this split resulted in a

?

court hearing to determine which side should Bave the chovek

arnd its propsrty. A former member of bhab cegyegation
writes this:

= and those who

#d from the church., That
included my dad, H. A. 2vy and Edna Frites, the
lower grade teacher. The X I h IR Y ! ;
nucleus Tor the first 2. Matbthew’s., For a time
the services were held in various places such as
above the old Weloh?’s Hardware Store. We were
still & part of the Wisconsi byrod, and I believe
Ste Faults then had no svaod afiiliation
immediately (by Elizabeth Jaeger Lindd.

The and rasult was
followaed him were oust

the

Dince that time 5t. Faul’s has joined the Missouri

Synod.  Yelb, S6. Hatth&wyﬁ'did not begin and grow as a
cmﬂgregatimm without its difficulties.

Im 1222, a new school was constructed on a pilece of
Mewly acquired propsrty, located on the south bank of Fabbel
Lake. Indeed, a school was top priority. Edna Fritz taught

grades 1-4.  Herman Jaeger ftaught grades S5-8. And Fev. Hass

taught ninth grade along with Latin, Religion and History.
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But in this same year, a need for worship facilities did notb

g ouwhnoticed. I the congregabional miouwt St. Mabtthew,
wWa are told of a special meelbing regarding this very matter

of having a morve permarnent place of worship.

Ooomomowoe , Wis., July 185, 19
meebing of St, Mabthew's Ev. Lubth. congregation of
O orornow . by Reve We Fo Hass '
with prayver. Mr. Gusbt Timmel was elected o the
chair. Pr. Shepherd of Alesander Lumber To. was
present. He sxaplained jri ard construction of
theiv porbtable chapel to the congregabion.
Urnanimously, resolved bo empowsry bthe cowncil,
which may again empowsr a commitbee, to do the
husiness themselves, to buy the portable chapel
from the &Le: e

Lutimbrey Do, o some obher.
T ALY

This special

e

-

s AT

It seen

from all obther vecovded information vegarding

this chapel, that 1t was without a doubt fired constructed

Cand wsed at Camp Moloy in

Gparta, Wisconsin., Perhaps a

s
-
o
=5
-
i
i

lumber company then

gl oan oa distribab

building, since its use

P e at the

mmmpi&timm cof e Lol

With 4t

CAMmE 1O

Frelp in the a

also ftold that "bh

whio brad 1t helpsd Wwith money and

Labor, obhers with willing hands, and the buildings

Ep e by members and hou

kept in =

s leansd by members.,’

Mo Leb wus b Mebe of some details regarding the

abtructurs of this ohapel.  The building was without

plumbing. Ite walls were in approsimately 10 foob by 10

foot units, a single layer of wood with navvow olapbo foay

@ oo alabs were then

the side facing ol LU

bolted to adjijoining beans.  These beams served as the frame

Y




to which the walls were commected in & succession of about
six slab-units to the length of fthe building and 2 for the
alter—-side of Lthe chapel (the entrance was on the opposibe
side). Beams then extended above the top of the walls to

rafters and bDeams gave

form the frame of the roof.  Th
the chapel its e eoh gtability and support.  One oould
readily compare this structure to that of a shed or barn
with windows., The windows wers double-widbth, withoot any

pr—

BT eens Or

sirms.  Simply btwo single frosted-glass windows,

aide by side, could be drawn up o ool ol (L pihoture o
the ooverl.

soarnod drafty during

The chapel was kot on summer

ol of bow, during

winter dayvs. In faclt, this witer w

ey Over

ot summer days, the ushers would bring bobtléed ws

from the school o help revive those swuffering from the

The chapel had no b

NEIakA

irm owhich

Mowever, a small area beneath the

Ly ooms  Wer s D

the furnace and minimal sborage Space.

i bhe ronl. Besides bthe nave of the chapel Tthere were

ganchuary, to the

only bwo obthey vooms.  Ore oeoom

VAN A bthere was anobher

right of the altar fas one fac

o bhe left of the altar, used for storage and a
meehing vomm.
Anctler dnterssting characteristic of this buillding

Frer of Bt

includes its organ. My Herman Jaeger, U

1

Matthew's, "sold organsg to chwohes during the summer in



those days to help support his family" (Elizabeth Lindd. éAs
a result, he was able to get a Schaefesr pipe organ from the

Sohaefer Qrgan Comparny in Slinger, Wisconsin.d This organ

then

was a rebuillt sscond-hand model . My .
merver] as bhe organtsh.

The seating cadacity of the chapel could acocommodatbs

alout 200 people comfortably. There were no pews, bub

rather we

ard squeaked as gimernt ™ CELLz

Limody.

Ay 1900, things the congregation. FHev.

Judned in the supporkt of the Frot Moy e mertt

the Hiscor Mo ot iz oa %

CREuh this faction did in Tach cause

sty in oand of

whiom bo brs

thie school o shot it iuink o

Home memnbers jolned obher Lubtheran chuwohes in btown. While

by ad

a rvammnant of a faith{iul few satill g

ware held in the chapel with

together.  For a while services

members reading sermons. It seems that professors from

S

Morthwestern College dn Watertown also gave some a

i fhe cvice of the

0

cemtiant . During this time the chapel
was even used by organizabtions oubtside of the church, since
it was noh officially in use.  One portion of fthe minutes

wmhah ey

Mr. Jokn Jaeger &
that mno fims bad
and atter a ittt w matter M.
William Dally Jr. made & mobion to allow the

here in

and every

meners o have Sy vios

Surnday at 10

6



Sunday following., The motion was seconded by Mre.
William Dally Jr. and was carried. The matter of
a minister was brought wup by Mr.o William Dally
Jr.y, and Mr. John Jaeger sald arvangements in that
line wersen®t mec ary dmmediately, as they oould
perbaps be served Trom Watertown or elsewhere.

I 1935, many pravers Weye @
¥ F i

swer et A graduate,

Fobert Pauvstian, was assigrned to 8t. Matthewis. This marked
\

*

a new beginning for the newly organized congregation.  Bome
details are recorded in an anniversary booklet of St.

Matthew! s,

The Reverend E. E. Faus
Loy and day schoool

tiam began his duties as
i September of

g egation and a day
graw sheadily and by 13938

S The small mi
Mool of severn sthu

Matthew’s bs

I the twenty

a tr suved landmark in

simple couwntry—style churoh

Thie commrd . It still is 31l e with fond, nos

calogia

memoyies by those pe at that tims

must have marveled at the

witne

Chrd

macraments adminl s ul

ered bthers bhrovght about resulbts only oar

Teving Gool can take

Full credit for.

s Lhose memnbers

3
—

of Bh. Matthew's had

& annlversar hd

bresenbs Lt

Faryad

"Plans o start building a

e church wers under way in 1331, With & memberekhip of 400

commurii cants and 530 souls, the new ohuroh w dedicated in

In conclusion of this chapter, allow the author to

guote Elizabeth Lind again re ding the bhles

Rt

ing that this

smal l chapel did, in fact, share in. It was a tool of God,
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oyoar e, w0 to spealk, from which this lavgey congregation
hatohes. T 1987, she writes:

We have these 95 years of the reorganized 8.
Matthew?s to be thankful for after the horvible
turbulence of our Dgﬂlhhlﬂﬂ s ox o« b be thankiul
P oy @ v. Sohvoeder,
Tor the many T wWe kave and have
bracl, dmnocluding Be tatts for thoss elaunch

v Ly membie 5 whe considered it mightily important
o continue worshiping, for the Wisconsin Ev.
Lutheran Synod Mlln k1 4 LIS For bhess and
mary olhher bls a thanks to Sod in the

rame of Christ,

T T Milwaldes

The novthwest gooof Md L ws

A vapild

orowthy, by the 19807, Mesar &Glst Spring new
residential construction was underway. This was referred o

Cam bhe Westl:

W bl Loing

This part of |
and the Missio E:)
253 i District of
Jodint Synod of Wigoonsin
WELSY, decided it
s mzr 10 Mk
znq g

I ﬁpril

vy wWas bhen
missiaon and serve
Thivty—T3i fth Snmidver
Eve Lubheran Chuarohl.

Feademnptiom

that JTohin

SR P o, labter & member of

Dur Savior Lubheran Church i Grafbon, wa membier of the

io Board at this bimes.  He lping hand in

meee i g some D hems Froom Ooonomowoss dempltion’s site,

shortly befors the hived combractor moved The sthructure

iteel fa Usinmg a L INE fon Dodoge btruck, he belped move thoss

wianden the e, the altarv, the bhaptiswal font and

8-



gome storage items back to Milwaukee. In Aubumn of 1931, a
hal £ basement for the chapel was dug for Redemption, and was
walled with cement block. Then vicar Martin Petermann, the
brother-in-law of John Metzger, and pastor Fischer removed

=1, in Movember

arnd salvaged Lthe woodern floor of the chap

195 y W Mile it was = ‘J\t tir ] v Dheopomowos . "I February Y
the chapel, complete with furniskhings, was moved to 5641

Movrth S8tk St."  o198R7 Dirvrectory of Bedemptiond.

Frofessional building contractors completed bhe
¢l [

the tramsported building. By late March of that same yszar

.4

worship services began.  As the Directory, sarlier rveferred

i

by, maysi

Oy

I appendix #1, the ohuwroh

Ooonomowos,  shorbly b
moved this chapel to make voom for the constrouction of fthelr

mew super-structure, o that “ite.

Fastor Fischer has made mention bto this witer, that

have given the chapel a

it would have beern muok wi

full-size basement. For alrveady by June of 1952 there ware

over G0 Bunday sohool students. A shortly after the

O b 200

covgragation was officially organized there were 1

shudents on any given Bunday. M5 things were, they worked

it oout, but Enew it couwld be bebtber with more space Tor

ol ases oo

Five y er bhi probhlem was remsdied by




the buwilding of a new four-voom sohbool house

Ferhaps a few changes should be noted, in the chapel’s
transition from Oconomowos o Milwaukee., Fivst of all, at

Lhe Milwaulkees locabion, plumbing and resbrooms werse made

O WY

available. Thes vestrooms and the furns

LR

lacated in the hal f-Dasement. The basement

behind the albtar. & osmall wooden structure had

T ated

besn added . at the back o house a stalrway to the b

kN
)
[H]

arngd boilsr

appendi s ¥2 to ses FRedemplbion as 1L

Tawn Lutherans.

at that tims, seeminogly refer:

sordly, the color of the churoh®s sxterior was changed.
Ff

The chapel had been brown with white Tvim. Mow Fedemption

wold paint it completely white. In the Summer of 19

s

tor Filischer qan soraping and repainting the entire

outside of the building. Me had the help of just one other

aked up a couple

gentleman. The narvow clapboard slding ¢

af coats of paint (Bes again appendix for the

ok and ses

appendi s #3 for bthe "aftter look').

i

= Bome intervesting aspects about FEedemption’s chapel are

fowrid regarding the worship area of the chapel. o o

W @l s

thdng, o garn b

vved Fedempbion very well. I fackt, afbsr thelr new

they conbinued bo

churoh building wa

Lhalt same pipe organ in their new facility. This writer is

also told that this organ has since been vebuilt at a cost

of about %65, 000, and thus is still serving the congregation

Finally, thc te were kept in
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REVIVED—An old church build-|was discarded with constructlon'structed and Is now serving as
s y.|0of a new bulldmg, is seeing usefthe gathering point for the newly
ing that served the St, Matthew's once again.in Milwaukee. Cut in-|organized Westlawn Lutheran;
Lutheran congregation at Ocono-jto sections, the church was mov-|congregation in that city. . 7
‘mowoc for many years, and then! ed to Milwaukee to be recon- i (Freeman staff photo)

ABitof Oconomowoc Found in Milwaukee

Wtfh Trcmsfer of Lutheran Church Bui dmg

MILWAUKEE -)Special)- There
:is a bit of Oconomowoc in the far|
northwest corner of Milwaukee.

i The wooden chapel that served
:St. Matthew’s Lutheran congre-
gation in Cooney for nearly 30
years, until it was replaced with

ment, which it did not have in
Cooney,' and a small wooden
structure ‘has been added at the
back to house a stairway to the
basement and boiler room. The
a new church, is now- serving building is still the dark brown

- newly formed Westlawn Lutheran|¢olor it was in Oconomowoc.
“mission here. Being knocked into sections and
The chapel was a familar sxght moved about the country is noth-
on West Wisconsin avenue in|ing new to the wooden chapel, ac-
‘Oconomowoc until construction of|cording to Mrs. N. E. Paustian,
the new St. Matthew's church, wife of the St. Matthew’s pastor..
which was dedicated in May, was She recalls tl’}at it was originally
started in the spring of 1951. The made in sections  and brought to
wooden building was then moved|Oconomowoc that way about 30
to the rear of the church proper.|Y®ars ago.
ty. Last winter it was taken apart
and moved in sections to Milwau-
kee to serve another congrega- \
tion,
.The chapel is currently located'
on north 68th street at Thurston.
road. It is just across the road:
from the Milwaukee city limits;
:in the town of Granville,
¢t The Rev. William Fischer is
pastor of the Westlawn mission,
{which he expects to be an organ-
ized congregation. by fall. He}
states that the name Westlawn is
temporary. The wname comes:
from a new housing development
near the chapel;
The chapel lo ‘s almost
the same as it in® Oconomo-
woe, although a fe ghanges have

been made. It n as a base-
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t{HE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL

Saturday, March 24, 1978 .

‘

e e

The building used for wor.ship by the con'gregati‘on of.-Rédémio'tion' Lut}iefan
B chapel at Camp_McCoy. ' :

“n

<~ =Journal Photo

Chlir_ch was originally a

Former Military Chapel

‘to Go Into Retirement

A \milding put up during
World War [ as a chapel at
Camp McCoy is going into re-
tirement, Involuntarily,

Built with side panels that
bolted together, the building
was taken apart twice and
transported, first to Oconomo-
woc in about 1920 as the first
house of worship for St. Mat-
thew's Lutheran Church, and
here in 1952 as the first loca-
tion for Redemption Lutheran

, Church, 68th and Thurston.

| The interior has an o pen
beam ceiling and a rustic
charm that made it attractive,
But it is small and will have to
e replaced. Another congrega-
tion might be able to use it, but

church officials sa y another
move would be too expensive,
The Redemption congrega-

| tion will break ground at 10:40

a.m. Sunday for a new Building
just south of the chapel. It will
be a modern, A-frame struc-
ture costing $216,000, with
seats for 350 persons. The con-
gregatior, of which the Rev.
Keith C, Kruck is pastor, has
more than 1,000 baptized mem-
bers. The church is affiliated
with the Wisconsin Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod.

A pipe organ that has served
the chape: since it was built —
unusual for a building its size
— will be refurbished and in-
stalled in the new church.
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QUR SAVIOR EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Grafton, Wisconsin

October 23, 1974

REDEMPTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
5641 N. 68th Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218

Dear fellow-redeemed members of our Savior Jesus Christ,

At our Fall Quarterly Congregational Meeting, held on the
20th of October, 1974, our congregation decided to send you a
formal letter of thanks for your gracious gift of the church
building which we are in the process of erecting to the glory

of God.

We had had in mind to send you this letter of thanks
along with a special invitation to our Dedication Service for
the church building. Because of unforgseen delays in complet-
ing the oonstruction, we decided to send this letter now, and
invite you to the Dedication Service when God in His wisdom

determines its date.

We extend heartfelt thanks to you in Christ Jesus, for
giving us your church building as a gift, even as Christ for-

gives the world its sin as a free and grachuous gift.

In the name of our congregation, and yours in our one Lord

and Savior,

Mr. John Metzger Pastor Sullivan
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