A BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE

ENGLISH DISTRICT OF THE MISSOURIL SYNOD

9%
Farl R Kriewall

senior Church History
oection A
Prof. Fredrich
May 8, 1989

Wisconsia Lutheran Seminary Library
11831 M. Semingry Drive, GBW
KMaeguon, Wiscopsin



A BRIEF HISTORY
OF THE
STRICT OF THE MISSOURL BYNOD

i
e
(.’ !
gj"

When Martin Luther sat down to write his transtation of the 01d and New

Testaments he did so with the idea in mind that he was going to put the wWords
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of God into a language that the people of Germany could read without having a
priest translate Tor them. Instead of merely writing a new Latin translation,
Martin Luther took the Words of God and put them in German. By doing 5o he

began @ new era in which people would finally have access Lo the Bible in their

own language, an era in which people could worship God and understand what
was being sald in the service they were attending. 1t is this era which has
tasted until the present. And 1t s this same era in which the founders of the

!

english District of the Missouri Synod decided that this same ¢ truth stiil
applied Lo the people in the New Country, Americ

The beginnings of the English District go back to even before the
Revolutionary War. Although there was no Missouri Synod, Tet alone an Englis
District, at this point In time, the early ancestors of those who would form the
new English District were arriving in New York and Pennsylvania. As America
opened up and people began to move West they took with them their heritage,

the case of the German immigrants who were streaming into the country, they
1



brought with thern their Lutheran religion in the language in which they had
tearned 1L, These German speaking Lutherans did not remaln in New York and
Pennsylvania however. As the vears passed and their children and
grandchildren grew up they moved away from their heritage and from their
parents home, Selttlers coming out of the New York Ministerium and the
enngytvania Ministerium moved into the southeastern corner of Missouri

before 18 inaddition, this same area saw arrivals from the Tennessee

i

Yoo who moved away from North and South Carolina. 1t was these people who
would Torm the congregation known as Zion Lutheran Church in Gravelton in the
vear 1857

Belween 1821 and 1851, the settlers in the Gravelton area were served

CT"

by a variety of Ticensed Lutheran Pastors who would come to the small
community, stay for a short while, and then, be gone again. Among thase

circuit pastors were such m
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nas Christian Moretz and Ephraim Conrad. This
naphazard care for the budding congregation eventually caused them to look for
a more permanent pastor to ook after their souls, Finally, Pastor Jonathon R,
Moser of Flint Rock, North Carolina came to Gravelton in 1851, Unlike the
previous pastors who had come and gone, Rev. Moser came to stay. He settled

dowrion a large tract of 1and on Big Creek which he purchased for $300. In

o

addition o his duties as pastor of the Zion congregation he also operated a saw
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ith which to earn his Income, Sixyears later, in 1857, the Zion
congregation was officially organized.

uryears later the congregation almost collapsed with the onset of the

Civil War, The members of Zion v

vere divided as to which way they should go,

secede with the South or remain in the union. Pastor Moser then made the

he line

e only succeeded in furthering

erend Jonathon R Moser had lost his

et

credibitity and the trust of the congregation. Again, the Tennesses Synod which

nad supplied Moser came to the aid of the small church near Big Creek, Pastor

Moser contacted the man under whom he had trained and learned his theology,

the Rev. Polycarp Henkel, Henkel arrived in Gravelion in 1869 and remained as

J

the past

astor atb Zionuntil 1877

To this point there would seem To be little or no difference between Zion

i 4.

and any other Lutheran congregation of the time. 1ts organization was similar

Lo any ofher; it had the same problems in
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Giner congregation on the frontier; and 1t suffered the same sort of internal

the small congregation at Gravelton from others was the language spoken

3



within its doors. Unlike other traditional Lutheran congregation started in
Fissourt, the members of Zion spoke English within the church. 113 services
were inEnglish and the work of the church was also conducted in English. The

reason for this can be traced back to three items. The first is the background

of the members of Zion. They were, for the most part second and third
generation Americans and had lost or given up that heritage inorder to be a

part of this new world in which they were living. A second reason is the men
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who served the congregation rly years as well as those who became

reguiar pastors at the church, The itinerate pastors spoke English as a way of

getting around the country where they were operating. Tying into that second
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English. Along the East Coast, Lutherans moved more quickly Lo adopt the

language of America than elsewhere.! And the Tennessee synod was no

different. Although strongly confessional, they apparently felt that such
confessionalism could be maintained without German. This attitude stood i
sharp contrast to the attitude of the Taculties of Milwaukee Concordia and the

ol Louls Theological Seminary who sald that since Luther did his work in

.

berman it was next to Impossible to study Lutheran theology in any other
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Missourians and other staunch German Lutherans were convinced that
English was not the way to go even in a country which spoke English as 1ts main
language, There was simply a distrust of English as evidenced by the attitude
the seminary faculties mentioned above. There was a fear that the use o
English in Lutheran churches would also bring about the same doctrinal laxity

en Tymmm om b g R e 1 g i~ i+ . X SR 2 SR R N £ oy e
aiready seen in eastern Lutheran churches. As  matier of Tact, most

Missourians saw English as the root and cause of doctrinal taxity and unionistic
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Lutheranism.” Even in 1887, only Tiftesn Years ariel the organization of the
Tl it Tormmmali o T I i b e 1 e
£ngiish bvangelical Lutheran Conference of Missouri that same fear was very

much evidenced in such opinfons as the following:

“Whan we consider £ e live in a land where English prevails;

WHen we Co m;dﬁ that the pure doctrine is preached Dy so few in
English; when we consider that God has graciously ¢iven us pure
cfaci“:f‘me not without reason placed us in this land; when we
consider that we are duty-bound to transmit the heritage of the
pure doctrine {o our descendants who will perhaps use
English--should all this not move us to pray earnestly: Dear God,
grant that the Word may also be pr@:ached pure and unaduiterated

also ‘among those who speak English, as it is among us. e
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iy spite of such Tears and worries on the part of some in the German
cvangelical Lutheran synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, there was a new
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plan made in 1872 at Zion Lutheran Church, In August of 1872 a plan was

brought forward to unite the Missourt and Tennessee Synods into one body. The
place chosen to discuss this merger was the small congregation at Gravelion,



inattendance at this meeting was the one man who could sway the minds of
men to chance something unhéard of. Reverend CF.W. Walther gave the keynote
address at this conference and lead the discussions on doctrine and Holy
ocripture. Also in attendance were Gravelton's own Rev's Moser and Henkel as
representatives of the Tennessee Synod and Rev. Andrew Rader from the
Holston Synod. Three main topics of discussion were: 1) the scattered English
Lutherans e West and how Lo minister Lo them; 2) the propriety versus the
impropriety of organizing the English Lutherans in the West; and, 3) the
establishment of English parochial schools. By the end of the five days of

meeting and discussion the men of both the Missourt and Tennessee Synods

were acting as if there had already been a union between the two of them even
though such had not come about at the meeting. 1t was also decided that

f"‘

English work would not be carried on by the Missouri Synod but such work

should be done by a conference of those churches which intended or already did

use English as their primary or sole language. And so, on August 20th, 1872 the
english Evangelical Lutheran Conference of Missourt came into being. Those

original men who were willing to venture into virgin territory, English

Lutheranism that is, were Jonathon R, Moser, Andrew Rader, and Polycarp C.

-oF the next six years there was Httle Lo no contact between the
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fledgling English church and the German Missouri Synod. For three years
Fotlowing that 1t was noted in the minutes of the English Conference's
conventions that it was with deep regrets that there were no representatives
of the German Missour! Synod, The reason, according to rumor was that the
conference secretary failed to notify the Missouri Synod of the conventions.

ror whatever the reason, Missouri failed Lo help the work of the English

conference as was promised in the August, 1872 meeting. Because there was
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fellowship In the Synodical Conference. The application was turnad down

raan

because of the language difference and the English Conference was given the

advice to seek affiliation with the Western District of the Missouri Synod.
Although 1879 saw the growth of the English Conference to a total of

seven congregations and seven pastors it also saw the hopes of synodical

n

affiliation blown away. In its 1879 meeting the members of the Eng
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Conference looked at the facts that they had no representation at the
corvention of the Western District and that their own committee had
recommended continued separation at this time. Inorder to further any plans

toward affiliation with the Western District it was decided that The English



Conference would have to have representatives at the next Western District

Convention and vica versa. In answer Lo this idea, the Western District formed

=

& Board for English Missions. As representatives of this board, Pastor C
Janzow and Professor M. Guenther were sent to the English Conference's eighth
convention.
back in the East, only one fruly English Conference congregation
remained after the Synodical Conference rupture and this was Coyner's
Longregation at Coyner's Store in Augusta County, Virginia. In 1884, under the
direction of Pastor F. Kuegele, Coyner’s Congregation pushed for the
organization of the English Conference as a synod. This was motivated by the
fact that they were no longer synodically affiliated because of their difference
i language not doctrine. The Synodical Conference responded that they could

not do so at this Lime bul they, the English Conference that i3, could continue

s
T

T T s 1 RS Tavmarlo Tancraratioan ana o SRR T Taefaranss noatitinnoe
Lo try. In 1885, Coyner's Congregation and the English Conference petitionad

The German Missouri Synod for permission to become a district o
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The reply in 1887 was that such status was denfed but the German Missouri
synod would supply aid so that English work could continue. 1f was at this time
hat the synod created a synodical Board Tor English Missions. Also during this

Lime two new men added their names to the growing 1ist of pastors who did

purely english work dsihouq they were graduates of 5t Louis Concordia
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serninary. These men were AW, Meyer and William Dallmann,

with the finding of commeon ground between Kuegele's work in Virginia
and that of the English ConTerence the road was paved to complete affiliation
between the two. With the work of Pastor Kuegele and William Dallmann this
was realizeda. Since the Missour! Synod had turned down their petition for
district status, the move was made 1o organize as a synod separate from their

German speaking brothers. The Tourteenth convention of the English Conference

PT N g e o Fian b e ge oo o e e g ey 4 gy i i T
at pringdale, Arkansas appointed Pastors Mever and Dallmann to draft a
g o b 3 $mn n el s TRde ame mmmeeen e ; 307

constitution for a general body. This was accornplished in 18388 and was

puotished in the official body of the English Conference the Ledhsran Wiiness
which had been begun during the 1880's and the height of the predestinarian
"oy, AL the Tifteenth convention, held in Pastor Janzow's Bethlehe
Church in 3t Louts the constitution was read and adopted. The General Engmeh
Evangelical Lutheran ConTerence of Missouri and Other States elected Pastor F.
Kuegele as its Tirst president. As part of the agenda, resolutions
acknowledging Dr. Walther as one of the guiding Hghts of the Tormation of the
English Conference were passed and 1t was resolved to join the Synodical
Conference. In addition, Pastors Dallmann, Kroeger, and Kuegele were also
elected as a publication board. This had to be done hecause of the rush of
engtish materials which were all of a sudden being presented.
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Aranuscript Tor an English hyranal with more than two hundred hymns
was presented at the 1888 convention by Prof. Crull and was accepted.
Pastors Dallmann and Bartholomew were Lo prepare an order of service to
accormpany it. The new hymnal saw its Tirst edition published in 1889, So
successtul was the hymnal that each year saw a new edition published. Along
v ith the hymnal came other publications including 77 7en Commandnenis and

Fhe Lutheran B

fness Tracis Other writings which were to come right away
wera and English agenda and an English Common Service. It should be noted
that the common service adopted for use came from the General Council, the
General Synod and the United Synod of the South. In later days English
publications would include a children's paper, 70¢ Lulhersan &ids a book of
funeral sermons, and a Sunday School hyrnal

In 1890 the name of the conference was changed to The English
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri and Other States. Growth now came
guickly, new missions were opened in 3t Paul, 5t Louls, Buffalo, Albany,
Chicage, Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne, Milwaukee, and others. As the new English

Svhod began to grow 1t quickly became obvious to all that they could no longer
rely on graduates Trom the Concordia system. In 1893 the English Synod wa
given the use of a college at Conover, North Carolina and picked up a second in

sioJohn's Engiish Lutheran Coliege at Winfield, Kansas. Concordia College at

10



Lonover was turned over 1o English Synod because 1t Tacked teachers not

&.

money and so control was easlly assumed by the Synod. St John's came as a

1

gift from Mr. John P. Baden along with a promise of $50,000 in donation. (5t
John's was eventually turned over To the German Synod.) Inaddition, the
english Synod was to receive $3,000 per vear from the German Synod's Board
for English Missions Lo help finance the schools

while the English Synod was growing by leaps and bounds, other English
work was still being conducted by the German Synod's Board Tor English
Missions. 1t was one of these English congregation which belonged to the
sistrict that brought to Tight the problem of who should do what. The
German Synoed advised that congregation to join the English Syned but two
unanimous resolutions were passed in the process: 1ithat the English Synod
restudy the question of becoming an English district of the German Synod; and,
23 that this question be brought up at the nex t convention.? In 1897, the
German Synod sent President F. Pleper and Pastors P. Brand and ©. Spiegel to
the English Synod convention to discuss the question of district status. The
end result was that German should seek German and English, English. At this
point 1t could be said that attempts al unton with the German Synod were all to
be frustrated but even so, the drive towards union was strengthened.

In 1899 the English Synod once more requested district status in the



German synod. ATter siw years the reply came back to the English Synod tha
the Tanguage of the German Synod would not change in the constitution nor
would English be permitted on the detegate floor but the German Synod was
ready 1o receive into membership the English-speaking congregations, their
pastors and teachers. To the eleventh convention of the English Synod in 1909
i Cleveland the German Synod sent Professor F. Bente, Pastor J. W, Milter, and
Mro N Schuetz to discuss union with the German Synod. Articles of Agreement
which had been drawn up by the German Synod were presented to the English
vnod and 1ts congregations. As part of these articles it was conceded by the

arman Synod to use English on the delegate floor and to allow a synopsis of

0

the minutes to be published and read in English. It was resolved by the English
Gynod to unite with the German Synod either by amalgamation of as a district
an the basis of the Seven Articles of Agreement.

inMay of 1911 both the English Synod and the German Synod held their
conventions in St. Louis. The English Synod met at Redeerner Church and the
German Synod at Holy Cross. Out of 53 possible votes the English Synod voted

inTavor of of a District Union as Tollows: 39 1/2 in favor of district status, 1

in favor of amal minc_umn and 12 172 entirely opposed. Across town the
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errman synod adopted the Cleveland Articles of Union with cosmetic changes.

On Monday, May 15th, the members of the English Synod marched across town o

172
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Holy Cross and were given seats of honor in the front of the church. President
H. P Eckhardt of the English Synod spoke Tirst to the now united body. "we
come here to join ranks with you and march with yvou, hand in hand, shoulder to
shoutder, bearing Tarther and farther into the world of lost sinners the one
saving Gospel, whether 1t be by means of the German language or the English or
any tongue, just so 1t be the old Gospel. We have been one in faith, Now we are
one In organization. May we ever be on and mseparame.“@ was the sum and
substance of his address. Pastor F. Kuegele spoke next, in German, and told of
the hard times now at an end and how after 32 years of being separated from
the German Synod he was now home. Finally, President Frederich Pfotenhauer
of Missouri addressed the crowd. After 39 yvears of working on their own,

+

through hard times and times of doubt, the English Synod became a
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non-geographical district of the Missouri Synod with the right, not the duty, to
associate with the geographical districts of the Svnod.

in retrospect, when the history of the English District is considered in
tHight of 1ts goal to bring the Word of God to those Lutherans who did not speak
German, 1t has to be sald that it accomplished its goal. Unfortunately, when

the entire scope of the English District's history is considered from its union

with Missourt to its eventual expulsion during the Seminex crisis, it has to be
said that 1t Talled to bring the pure Word of God to people. 1t became a matter
17
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of pride for those affiliated with the English District to claim that their
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Jdistrict was one of the leaders in urging participation in the Lutheran

-

Cou and fellowship with the ALC. /1t would seem then that some of the
fears voiced by those who saw the use of English as an opening to the liberal
doctrines of American Lutheranism carne true. The acculturation and
Armericanization of the Missouri Synod br ougnt an end to isotationism which
had tended to secure a purity of doctrine for the Synod as a whole. The idea
that it was necessary to come to terms with the intellectual climate of
Arerica did nothing but pull Missouri further and further from the truth. This

so called acculturation brought historical-critical method and other forms of
Bible-reductionism into a church that had at one time been a par agon of
steadfastness.

As the Wisconsin Synod moves to modernize its language in the hymnal
and the Word of God there are those who have voiced the same fears as were
heard when the English District first began to use English exclusively. It needs

Lo be pointed out that there e major difference between the up-dating of

material in the WELS and the philosophy of the English District. When one

begins with the Word of God and merely brings it to date, changing no doctrine
of "modernizing” no thought of God it maintains the same basis as before,

However, If one intends to give into pressures from without to make God more

14



atable to aows‘:aﬂe(j modern man then all will indeed be Tost. As the WELS
moves 1ts language into the twentieth century, its people do not need to fear
that what has gone before in another church will happen again. 1t is not done
with speculation or human thought but with the simple hope to bring more

people to a greater understanding of God's Word.
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