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CONTEXT

Second Timothy is Paul's last will and testament, leaving his spil-

ritual treasures so that a true Apostolic succession of pure teach-

ing could be preserved. Chapter 1 was an admonishment to faithful-

ness. The Lord is able to keep us even through persecution and

desertion of the faithful.

OUTLINE

I. Be Faithful in the Ministry, 1-13.

II.

A

B.

Pass on the grace from Paul to others, 1-2.
Fight on desplte the cost, 3-7.

1. Devotion

2. Discipline

3. Diligence.

Let nothing dlscourage you.

1. For the elect’ 5 sake, 8-10.

2. Because of God' s promises, 11-173.
Faithful in the Face of Heresy, 14-26.
How to combat heresy, 14-18.

Why to combat heresy, 19-21.

How to win heretics, 22-26.



; I. BE FKILHFUL IN THE MINISTBY
A, PnSb ON THE GRACE OF CHRIST FROM PAUL TO OTHERS:

1. So you, my son, be strengthened by the grace which is in Christ
Jesus,. 2. and entruet the things which you have heard from me (SUD—
ported by many witnesses) to faithful men who will be able to teach
others alsp.

Grammar
L(Noteu_Trﬂnsllterdtlon alphabet used is new University of Chloago
systeln adepted for computer indexing and now widely adopted.)

1, ENDUNAMAI., Present imperative passiwve, 2nd singular.
To fill with power (DUNAMIS).
2. PaRATITHSMI. Horist imperative middle, 2nd singular. A
To commend, entrust. (PaRATHB8KT, “deposit.®) . .. e ; -
: DIDxSKW Aorlstﬂinfinitive active, = 0 o ke o
§Xntex o o : S ;
2. DIA POLLWN MxBTURNN Lenski quotes Bauer, Robertson, qnd Plutaroh
for this traﬂslatlon which seems to be a legal formul%

Commentary: Timothy®s assignment is to be falthful in the ministry.

But as Paul himself asked, “Who is sufficient for these things?’(gw
Corinthians 2:16)., Human power will not be enoughé therefore he
should be Strengthened by ‘the 5race of Chrlet olnce Chrlstlanlty is
based on events rwther thﬂn man’s rellgloue yeﬁrnlngs, Paul calls

in the support of many w1tnesees. Tlmothy is to repeat the Gospel
just as he heard it and to entrust it to men who w1ll do the same.
as vicar apostolic of the ASlan synod (district pres1dent . we would
’ cﬂll hlm) he is to give eorcful thentlon Lo worker tralnlng His
traineeé”must be faithful above all else--full of faith in Christ
and trustworthy in doctrine.

LApplications The preacher W111 remember that if.Paul and Tlmothy

considered themselves 1n%dequﬂte w1thout God S help, he is not like-
ly to do better. He will also realize that he won't be around forev-

er and should be on the lookout for faithful people (ANTHRWPOIS, not
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ANDRASI) to become pastors, teachers, and evangelists. Timothy is
also to recognize that he can t do everything himself and is to pass
on his authority--not only for the temnoral details of the church,
but also in spiritual work. Faithful laymen as well as pastors were
to be taught to visit the sick and shut-ins, do mission work, talk
to delinquent59 conduct devotions, and preach (:uicts 8:1, 4). God has
given apostles, prophéﬁs;tééangglists; pasﬁorsi:apd teachers “*for
thewpéﬁfeoéing,df the saints fér.the‘work of éhé'miﬁistry.f (Eph 4z
12) “Our laity:is to be given a ohanée to'Share;infthé“firstfruitsy
of the Lord's vineyard; cf noﬁeé on v 63 but under supervision, v 15,
B. ﬁIGHT OV DESPITE THE COST.

3. Take your share of hﬁrdshlp ﬂs a good Soldier of Jesus Christ.
THREE ILLUSTRATIONS
L4, No soldier,gets entangled in the affairs of making a living,
so as to please his recruiter. 5. iand again, if anyone 1is an athlete,
he is not crowned unless he competes.by the rules, 6. Only the far-
mer who works has the right to first-share of. the produce.
7y Think over what T say; for the Lord w171 give you understand-
ing in everything.

grgmmar . : _
3. SUGK.KOP.THEW. worist ‘imperative actlve,-Brd.plural.
~ To suffer 111 treatment along with. - . ’

4, "STR.TEUOMAI. To serve in the army, be a soldier.

EMPTLKM Present indicative middle,  Jrd. 31ngulxr.
-To enfold, entangle. (Latin implicare.)

PRLGMATET, Business, business transaction,. .

STRATOLOGEW. ..orist. participle active, masculirne 81ngulﬂr dative,
To enroll in the army, gather an army..

aRESKW. idorist subjunctive active, 3rd Slngulﬂr.

5. ATHLFW Present subjunctive ﬂCth6,43Pd swnﬂulﬁr.
To: compete, engage in (athletic) contest.

STEPHANOW. Present indicative pasgsive,. 3rd singular.
Torcrown., (As victor, with a STLP%AVOB )

ATHLEW. .aorist subjunctive active,. 3rd singular.

6. KOPI.W. Present participle active, masculine singular accusative.

GEWRGOS. 4 farmer. (Vergil's Georgics.)

‘DEOMaI. Present indicative wctlve, Brd singular impersonal.
It is necessary.

METALAMBANW. To receive one’s shnre, take.

7 VObw Present imperative active, 2nd singular,
‘To understand, apprehend.

SUNESIS. Intelllgenoe, understanding, discernment.
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S¥ntax )
6. TON N KOPTWNTA GEWRCGON DEI. an oCI, therefore the subject, »
DEI. “It is necessary that the- fﬂrmer hwve first right' equals "Only

the fdrmer who works has the first right. So construed to preserve
parallelism, :

_DEVOTION, DISCIPLINE, «ND DILIGENCE
Commentarys If a2 soldier leaves the field whenever pain strlkes

you:'couldn't win & football game, much less a war; No good Sold;er
geté entangled in outside interests. You can't fight and‘cart,along
Nthé‘PX both. So the pastor should devote himself singlenminde@ly to
“his work, . _ , | :b _ -

No. athlete, however good, wins if he disduaiifies himsef. &
'épeéker with the tongues of angels will noflwin ﬁhe Viétor“s crown
unless he speaks the truth in love and ShONS a CrOdly 11fe.

The parallelism 1is this: No solﬂler who ﬁéts entangled pleﬂses
his recrulter no athlete who breﬂks rules w1ns9 7o lﬂzy farmer gets
‘flrst clalm on the crop. The thought here 1is n@t thwt those who serve
: the WltWr should live of the ult%r-—thls ChquCP uses Severﬂl famile
iar illustrations in unfﬂmlllur wwys—nbut thot those who imp%rt SPLlm
FltUul b1G381ngs get the first taste of them; Tt is more blessed to
give (a sermon)‘thHP to receive one,

Applibation. The pjstor will‘haye tb ha&e some connection with the
workaday world. So did Pauljﬁheﬁ he madg tents. The point i$ that
Paul worked wheﬁ he had to, tb‘supporﬁ himSelf.!Getting fioh WS

nét his goal in life, Bvery faithful pastor shouid feel the same

way nbout his hobbies. & laéy milliﬁér was asked what business she
Was in and'said,bﬁMy business 1is Eerving fhe Lord. I sell hats to

pay the expenges.® We likewise should pldy golf only becﬁuse it's
%imejto play golf--because we need recreation to work at capacitye

Jim Ryun would lap most of us in a mile roce, but by Jjumping the
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gun his talent and effort would be lost. Likewise, the preacher who
lets the end justify the means, e.g. roising money by legalistic
preaching, may have an expensive'church that is a whitewashed sepul-
chre. Seek results God“s way or you get man's results. .
SomeAprewchers hﬂve so little dlllgonce that they rely on old
:;Concordlw Pulplts. They rob their Deople, they rob Lhemselves. Len—
skis “Unless they are the first:to ﬂpproprlﬂto thelr shwre of  these
iwffrults thcyADoon cease to be the Lord's farmers who- produce anything
ﬁfor 'nybody. (In loc.) Faith is necessary for the winistry, and

‘fﬂlth comes from Study of the Word

C. LET NOTHING DISCOUR.AGE YOQU..
1. FOR THE hLECT”S SAKE.

8. Bemember that Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is risen from
-the,dead according to my Gospel. 9, For it I suffer even the bonds
of a criminal, but the word of God is not bound, 10. That is why I
Gndure all thls, because of ‘the elect that they 2lso may obtain.,
the 511v1t10n with eternal glory Wthh is in Chrlst Jesus.

Grammar

-8, EGEIRW. Perfect participle passive, masculine singular accusative,
KaKOPATHEW. To be ill-treated.

DEW. Perfect indicative passive, 3rd singular. To bind.

- 10. HUPOMENW. To endure.

.TUGCHANW aorist subjunctive active, 3rd plurgl.

' To obtaln? impersonal: to chance, happen.

anth ‘

9. EN HW is an EN SPH&ERPTIKONM— in connection with which," therefore
‘becwuse of which.”® untecedent is EUANGELION.

10. DIA TOUTO. antecedent: The fact that the Word is not bound.-

“For this reason,® “That is why.

SWTBRILS. TUGCHaNW takes genitive.

Commentary:  Timothy should be encouraged by the coptent of his mes-

sage, Jesus. the Mesgiah, Son of David (g.Messianic title), and ri-
sen from the dead (a Messianic attribute, Is 53810). The deliverance

He would.bring was such great good-news that nothing could.stop
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Paul from telling the_world about it. Even punishment and ingrati-
tude from those he was helping did not stop him. The word woas noti
bbund; in fact, ﬁaul convérted his jailers.

The amazing thing in this text is that Paul is doing all in his

© power to ‘save those who are going to be saved anyway. o greatb mys -

'tery:is here, In Romans 9 God tells us we were elected long before

"7 were up to him.

we could have had the Slightest influence on His cholce., But in 2nd

""Peter 1:10 we ore told to “make your calling and election sure."”
-dnd here it is depéndent not only on the hearer of the Gospel but

% the preacher.

' The solution to 5hié mystery lies in the distinction between

“law’ and Gospel, justification and sanetifipation. The Christian be-

lieves thot God has saved him without human help, bub. he works as

“though to save himself without ony divine nelp. The preacher prays

Z0ag fhough everything were up to_God and works as though everything

{ hpplication; The Lutheran Confessions teach that justification-is

purely a'mat%er of divine monergism. Buﬁ,they also teach that sance-

tification iAvolves human synergism. Human synergism must not be

" mixed in with justification. But how:often have you run into an an-

tinomian in youf congregation? He has gotten that way by mixingmdi—
vine monergism in with Sunctificatioﬁ. He thihks ﬁe caﬁ sit by the
tube and suck on a2 beer and.WQit for'thé'Spirit to mové hid. The AL
titude we should take was illustrabed by abpostw&r hnglican priést
who wanted to move his;boﬁbed-outléhﬁrch iﬂﬁo thé suburbs. Hé cqm;
manded the rubble: “In the ndme“of Jesus Christ, be thou moved to'-

Maryknoll Crossing.® Then he picked'upid éhdvel and gdt to work;g



We are good at keeping synurglsm‘out of JUStlflC“LlON. Perhaps we
are not a8 good ot getting 1L‘1nto SﬁnctlfloWElon. Bau even then we
give virtu 11y 211 the cre dwt to God even in our sanctification.
Our;share of the effort is comparable to the muscular‘work we con-
tribuﬁg to the driving of o car--a little pressure on the gas pedal.
Why%ﬁgs Paul such o sagcﬁifi@d mon? Why would he suffer so? For
the eiecggé éake} and thgreby“hangs a tale. Why has the joy gome out
of Christianity for so many Whv is sacrifice 28 rare as it'ié? Why
do many consider the Gospel dull and stnle? For the same reason that
third géidé math would be @ dull and st le to them, Thcy have heard

enough for their own use. A »erson should wass th. woy of 511Viblon

Tl :
by b Tl hnTa th@pufh with ?umﬂiy 5¢M001 . vt 1T hee vls to:tawcL
the «7v of 2 1v tion--or third v de M th;Lto;:ﬁicgns vloor, h wili
sulctly Josirs oenllows danreid, IfiChri?ti gka
Gonoaol, it i 1iv 17 bee i v oant ~orviny it. and vhon the
aind Toaosos stile to Tl wré:ahsr, n;rﬁ“:a;ib?i’tiﬂ; he wont out
SIS O R < ission orlk, |

11. ‘ho o=wovins i: truatyortiay: . )
TP A bor ok, oo 1L lso Livl Saertoarrs
12, If we endure, we shall'also rule togethers '
- If we deny Him, He will ~=lso deny us.
13. If we are faithless, He remiins faithful,
- For He is not able to deny Himsclf,

Grammar

117 SUNaPOTHN8SKW. .worist-indicotive active, 1lst plural,
SUZaW. PFuture indicative active, 1lst plural, !
12. HUPOMENW, Indicative (simple conditionnl).
SUMBaASILEUW. Muture,

ARNEOM.I. Deponent future. To deny.

13. aRISTEW, Indicative,



CORRECTIONS FOR PLAGE 6

enough for their own use. 4 person should lmew The way of salvation
by the time he’s through with Sunday school, But if he has to teach
the way of salvation --or third srade maith--to someonc else, he

will quickly desire more educntion in the field., If Christions lose
interest in the Gosnpel, 1t is likely beciuse they 2re not sharing
it. .and when the ministry scems stole to the prearcher, perhaps 1it's
timé he went out 2nd did some mission work,

C. LET NOTHING DISCOUR.GE YOU,
2. BIEC.USE OF GOD'S PROMISES.

11. The saying is trustworthy:
If we die together, we shall 2lso live together;
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ABNEOMAT. Aorist infinitive,

DUNaMaT, Indicative.

§UN\ ETHANOMEN, aorist of punctlllﬂr action, thercfore “die' in
51mplc conditional. KJV ‘be dend™ is 2 good try, but is stative, -
not punctilisr. €thers, mostly “have died,” is 2 perfect, which 1is
not what the norist shows. o present would mrke it progressive,
therefore Paul uses the 2orist. ' ‘

Commentﬁrvsg Now Poul Ouotes wha L mny be an early: ChPlStlAﬂ hymn,

‘“'Conyboxrc (The Jlfe und Enlstlﬂc of t Pwul p 775) s%ys it 1s

Slngpble to 2t 1olst one wnowont LCClpSlTStlcﬂl aymn The hymn_ﬂf

«tblls us how worthwhllc 1L lS to'suffer for Ehp Lord

:*.:-:‘-v'"

Th@ 51mp7b-oond1tlon“1 shows corruldtlon, ot cﬂuSthon. e

can say, “If you 11 oomc, 1711 be ﬂt homu d xnd hcre, lthough our

dying doesn t cause our 11v1nb, you can truqt th( S“ylnd th t 1f we
die together we shall Alsorilve tOFbth r-~lle Nlbh Chrlst whlch
is better even than never: dylnv 1t 311 Db”Eh9 bv thp wnv, ohogld
not be ,11Lgo ed 1nto the de%uh for éln 1n ths p SSTQL, whiéﬁ

trelts of oufforlng 1nd mbrtyrdom for Chrlst Or9 1f you wre

&11bd to 2 11fc of S0 CTlflOe 1nstcud of nnrtyrdom9 we hbvo the ‘

promlge that the.rewgrd of ruoe will b@ DTODOTthﬂ“t B If we:
HUPOMENOMENg»liter;11y~" emain: under,” Wb ShAll fule over -
BASTLEUOMEN. Christ is 1thfu1 He kben% HlS DTOWISLS, L -_ .

He 21so kceps HlS thrUAts. Afbbw montlonln hbll 37 tlmes in

the Gospels He w111 not sumdcnly do 1wxy with it for the convenience

of Lhe w1ckcd How could Hc deny Hlmsblf dpny evurythlng Ho stands

for, call black white and evil good, falsify the f:ct~that we do
not want Him, Just so the qngrﬂtefuljﬂnd'unbelieving.won't have .to
take the fate they hwe ﬁoluntqrily'choseﬁ?,TThose who say. ‘I

know not the man® need hear nothing on the Dﬁy‘of Judgement but



YThou hast soid.®

TT. BE FATITHFUL IN THE FACE OF HERESY
A, HOW TO COMBAT HERESY

14. Go on reminding them, and chhrge them before God not to fight

over semantics! It helps nothing but. the destruction of the hearers.
Do your best to present yourself to God as worthy of approval, 2
workman who has nothing to be ashamed of, by correctly dividing the
Word of truth. 16. Steer clear of godless z2nd empty talk, for it
will ndvance impiety more and more. 17. and its message will ,
spread like gongrene, Hymenaeus and Philetus are chiaracterized by
such, 18. who have shot. wide of the truth by saying that the resur-
rection has 2lready happened. They are overthrowing the failth of some.

Grammar
TG AUPOMIMNSSKW,. Imperative. To remind, c2ll to mind. -
DIaMuRTUROMaT, Present participle active,
To give solemn evidence, testify solemnly. -
LOGOM..CHEW. To battle with or about words.
CHRB8SIMOS. Useful. ' SHER ‘ 3
15. SPOUD.ZW. To hasten; be eager, zerlous.
PARISTBMI, 4orist infinitive active. -To present, offer,
ANEPAISCHUNTOS (rare)s who does not need to be ashamed.
ORTHOTOMEW. Present participle active, masculine singular nominative.
To cut nccording to rule., “The term ORTHOTOMEIN ... is derived
either from the action of priests when dividing the sacrificial of-
ferings, or from that of the head of 2 family when he 2apportions
- food and drink to the members.. The latter meaning secms to be the
correct one; however, many of our theologions adopt the former.*”
(Walther, Low and Gospel, pp 32-33.)  No modern transliition uses
this picture-word. Lenski has “cutting straight.” Luther 2and Calvin
agree with the KJV “rightly dividing." ' S '
16, BEB8LOS. Profane, secular, unspiritual, godless, worldly.
PERIIST8MI. Tmperative. To surround; stand clenr of.
EPT PLEION, Ever more.
PROKOPTW. Future. To advance, progress.
aSEBEIL. Tmpiety, irreverence, irreligion,
GaGGBEINA. . coancer, gingrene, spreading ulcer (equals KJV “canker®).
(Hippocrates) .,
NOME, Pasture. .
NOMBN ECHEIN. To spread.
ECHW, Future, o : , o
18, aSTOCHEW. .orist indicntive active, 3rd plural.
To miss the mark, deviate, go .astray.: '
GINOMaIL. Perfect active infinitive.
ANGTREPW,. To overturn. -

1, HUPOMIMNSSKE and DILMARTUROMENOS. Supply aUTOUS. Referent is
. PISTOIS ANTHRWPOIS. (Luther: die Leute.) : .

THEOU: Variants here are inconsequentinl.,

15! ORTHOTOMOUNTA. Participle of means.
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16, ASEBEIaS. Genitive with PROKOPTW.. )
17, LOGOS. Message, not word., The KENOPHWNI.S are not meaningless

babblings. They have-meoaning, bubt no true content.

CHWN. Cf Ga 339, 10. ‘Those who are of faith ... those who are of
Y iArKks. Equals ‘those who are characterized by faith, etc. Here,
Hymenoeus ﬂnd Philetus are charocterized by words whose meSSﬁge is
both Uodlo ‘nd worthless. Williamsg: “Men like Hymenoeus.® This
,prob°b1y dors not refer to people; the only antecedent in gramm2ti~
Ceal ﬂvrooment is KENOPHWNIAS. Lenski disngrees: “to whom bblong Hy -
_ menﬂeus,“ construing the subject of PROKOPSOUSIN g an indefinite
Ythey' to which HWN refers. _

T8N aN.STASIN, an 2narthrous v‘rlwnt occur in Sinciticus and one
ninth- oonbury uncisl. Hendricksen c2lls it the better reading, be-
cause it is possible the article could be added for clarity.. In any

case it his to be tronslated with the article to m“kc Sense.

Commentarys - Withh o particular controversy in mlﬂd Paul glves

‘Timothy the timeless instryction that flghu;ng over semantics was
not to be tolerated in the ohuych,dB@th Greeks and lemudic Sbhoinrs
loved éndless ond hoirsplitting debate. But it did no good nnd.much
hairm. The hearers would have no use for an organization With-such
‘concerns., Bather, Timothy should meet the tests God had sef for
him--above 711, teaching doctrine correctly. Wulthervs;ys (see Syn-
tax) that the verb ORTHOTOMEIN refers to @istribuﬁi§ni§f food bj a

' housefother, Just as 1t would be foolish to set hbf éhile andvﬁihe
“pefore 2 child and bread and milk before 2 day laborer, so it is

© foolish to preach law to the penitent and G089@1 to the carnnlly
‘secure, God through Ezekiel curses the false prophetesses who ﬁslay
‘the souls-who should not die, /and/ savgvth@Asoﬁls aiivé'who should
not live, by your lying to My people* (13:19). Eﬁob should héar the
doctrine he needs. But even when one preuoheg,béﬁh; as in‘éhurch,
-1aw and Gospel should be oorregtly~diyid§@; _-.‘Timothy wasrnot only
to teach correctly himself;,heewas‘to.exercise doctrinal discipline
7in. his district. . The participle of means, ORTHOTOMOUN?A, tells how

2 workman can be approved 2nd unashamed--by correctly dividing the
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Word :of truth. Of course, even doing this 2s well os possible
would mot. make us become approved. We are comml nded not to become
aépfoved but Lo show ourselves SO | -

The qpprovod workm i will want to do noth1ng to advance 1mp1uty,
S0 Pﬂul s 2dvice is to avoid arguing W1th fﬂnﬂtlcs.]You can't win
them -over; they have gn~answef for evuryt@1ng. helr twlk is World;
1yf(f;é.'sinful) and empty, bearing no relation to'reallty. One ;5:
not and never will be saved in the meﬁhdﬁ theyﬁéngrige.bIroniéﬁily‘
. sayé fﬁlt-WilliadvanceJ;—to-theﬁrearﬁj LikéAa 1odthsome #aﬁérene,
thcy who claim to be spreading life cause necr081s. They clalm to—-
feed the soul; instead they feedfqn,lt.‘urgument is useless, since
tﬁéy névefiétop until they win. The shepherd shoﬁld ﬁot give them
ol forum f6r théir’heresy or a-chance to sharpen debatingvskills, or
even the common respect of a-hearing. Pr 26:5 says, ‘answer not a
fool accordlng to his folly, lest thou.also be like unto hlm.“ Not
to such fanatics is the comsideration of v 25 to be given, They
wodld refuséainstruction anyhow, -

'Twé-éﬁChﬁhefetibs were Hymenaeus, exoommugicated_iﬁ 1 Tm 1;20;
andkﬁhfietus;wothefwise unknown. -Their error was ?ypically Greek:
WWheﬁ they (the ithenions) heard about o resurrection df the dé;&;
some started to mock.® (.c 17:32, aaT.) Understaond: AThe-Grééésﬁbem
iieved'fﬁin“feSUrreo¢ion, but not the kind Pauiitaught. Paulntaﬁéht
o resurrection of body smé=sowk. Though Plato and others clearly |
tﬁuéhtrtheﬁimmortality of the soul, they just as clearly denied the
fﬁmaftglity'offthé body.. In fact, to the Greek, the resurrcction

'Wof “the soul Was by definition a liberation from the body. Most Greeks

had Manlchaean or Flacionist tendencies., Matter was 1nhorent1y ev11
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Splrlt 1nh rontiy good. . The.body was by definition the Sinfui body »
Who woulq wnnt to bc rugurrboupd with thi b” Tymenaéus apﬁﬂrently
taught thdt the only resurrection there would ever be would be 2t

convers 1or10 This would hﬂV? interesting 1mp1101b10n.. The deninl of

A futurc resurrcotlon to ]udﬂomlnt 1etds 1an1t bly to anbinominnism.

'ialthouv thls teﬂchlng destroycd The hopp of evurlﬁstwng llf it
spread,_ike éﬂn rbnb,'becnusé 1t gave free reign to sin. Lts spread
should not sﬁrprlsé us.\*Th’ DTODhth ﬁrobhesy falsely,rjﬂd the
prlcsts bO“r rule by thblr.mgwns,_ﬂnd My DCODle love . to hmve it so¥
IS5 . h ) |

npplioﬂtions Thé Pfesbytcrinm, Episcopalinon, and Cbngrégution—
a1 oﬂurohps bog%n w1ch complete, dogctrinal: dgreement oxcevt over the

- form of governmeﬁt——whether to c2ll ruling bodies presbyteries, bi-

w5slbri.o'p“r;"ii:s5 or boards of elders. Their schism comes from logomachy,

Eufcéntury 2go a2 similar schism resulted:from ﬁﬁé meaningless dis~
tinction between infralapsarisnism and Supf&laﬁéarianiém. Todﬂy’s
ésohﬁtolOgiéal debates on premillenarian posttribulationism divide

‘Protestantism for no reason. Lf a controversy is insoluble, c¢f the

debite oVer‘wﬁether Mary is sempervirging or not.(Sm, part I, arti-
cle IV), it shouldn't be a controvefsy.

A disfriot‘president must beifirst and foremost 2 theologian5
administrative 5bility is distinctively Secondﬂry.‘Pnul told Timothy,
who was a kind of district president, to present himself as worthy
,of God's approval by correctly dividing law and GbébeI, 4an opinion
:that i8 oﬁly”éomewhat‘oyerstﬂted‘is,v‘The man who hosn't read Walo

ther®s ‘Law _and Gospel doesn't belong in o Lutheran pulpit.® We will

not. let the charge of logomzchy deter us from doctrinal discipline.
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The liberal redefines such words As “pesurrection’ so he can pass
counterfeit doctrine using Bible terminology, then cries “Logomachy
when attacked, But it 1is the maaning of worés9 not words, bthat counts.

. Dr. Becker writes,

The essence of the Word of God is not found in the words ag
such, but rather in the thought expressed by those words. In

.. fact, it is possible that certain words in one context express

"o divine truth, while in anothér cornitext exactly the same words
may be o diabolic lie. When we gather as o group cof Christians
on the basis of the presupposition;oft o common faith in the

- Lord Jesus Christ, we miy very correctly say thnt we are all
“the children of Cod. When those very same words, 'We are all

~ the children of God,' 2re spoken in the context of n Christ-

" dénying lodge, they are not the. Word of God. They are not even
true. In fact, in that context they are o dinbolic false doc-
trine -that has undoubtedly sent many 2 soul to hell. (*Verbal
Inspiration and the Variant Readings,” WLR, Vol 71, # 3, p 172.)

a4t the risk of provoking 2 logomaohyz'Word Incorporated is sel-
ling the TDNT these days. Part df their sales pitch was our verse,

. "Study to show thyself approved unto‘God." They should study their
own books. The word SPOUDAZW has no connotations of book learning,

‘but equals the Latin studere., Shume on us if we misuse this verse
on our Bible class! The well-schooled layman will notice such dis-
creponcies in modern translations. It is essentinl that we show him
the modern translation changes nothing, but mercly changes back what

the passage of time has changed. The word “study* meant "do your

~ best” MOQ years 1%0A>We need to show them that langunge is a btread-
miil oﬁ which one ﬁuét»run‘to stay in the siﬁé"@lﬂcef'wé‘must co:n-~
sider the effect on our hearers. | -
among those hearers may be the fanatics we are warned 2against.
"Religious fanatic* in most instances today means Jehovah's Witness.
Schnell, who was Thirty Years a Watchtower Slave, advises thus:

1. Politely refuse any literature-—give o sense of failure.
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19, MENTOI. Indeed, rgwlly, act ually. (.u stre ngthened MEN, ) .
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© 2, Refuse to bc drﬂwn 1nto wrﬁumcnt

3. Give a Slmple, joyous, and pOSlLLVP confp531on of faith in

‘the blessings that you have and they need.,Follow up if possible.
 But 2t no time give any indication that the stinking breath of hell

‘they belch deserves ceven the consideration of a hearing., You, after

.&ll;“Sp@aK“fOr‘GOd; ﬁhey, for the devil,

-~ B.WHY TO -COMBAT HERESY.

" 19.. poWever, there stands God's solid foundation, bearing this seal?

“THE LORD KNEW THOSE WHO .RE HIS,: and “Let every one who names the

ciname of the Lord make a clean break with wickedness.” 20, In.a

large house there are not only gold and silver vessels but also
wood- nd earthenwnre, Some are for dignified usage, others for
1gnoble. 21. So if anyone purifies himself from these, he will be

. an honored vessel, oonseoratod and wpll Dlgﬂ&lng to. the Master, and

rbady for every good Work,:

STEREOS. Solid, flrm.

- BCGNW, worist of GINWSKW. Cownosoere cum affectu et effectu.

HISTuM.uI. Perfect 1ndlc“tive activé 3rd singular,

. SPHR.GTS, -4 seal.

GINWSKW. uOPlSt indicative aactive Jrd 81nﬁulﬁ1‘

+PHIST.#4,T. Lorist imperative active 3rd singular. (“ipostasize.™)

To ftake up a position away from, leave, withdraw from,

21 . EKK.TH.IRW, .iorist subjunctive Wctlve )rd Slngulﬂr-

To clean out, cleanse thorpughly. =

-HaGIsZW. Perfect participle passive, masculine singular acecusative,
EUCHR8STOS. Useful, serviceable, helpful '
CHETOIMAZW,. Perfect participle pﬂSSlVLB mﬁocullnp singular accusative,

Commentarys: What in the church omuoes sugﬁ grpqt offense as the

-~ apostasy of 2 great leader?lPaul réminds Timothy that neither here-

tic was ever part of the church, here pictured as o sealed foundationy

no living stones fell from that foundation when they fell, “but onx

Ly the mud nest of 2 swallow or'wasp. The foundation is heére the

church. Qo not import details of other uses of this.metaphor into
this chapter.) Only those within the pale of law and Gospel are part

of the church. The CGospel is found in God's cternal decree of elec-
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tion: The Lord knew those who were His, not fkunoweth' as in KJV,
A& in Romans 9, this excludes oll Pelagianism. Bub lest antinomion-

ism, the second great perversion of the Gospel, rear its ugly head,

Whiart told that only those who have broken with wickedness are part

of the foundation. There is here a fairly,clear: re ference to Nu 163

5, 26, where in the rebellion of Korah Moses said, “The Lord knew

’(EGNN 1n LXX, Q”f:L'W1th nonconébcuu1ve VCV 1n M l.~~SlFﬂlflCﬂPt

for textual Crltlclsm that NT follcws LX( in Drofbrpnce to M.T. )

thdse who are-His,* and later, “Stand ‘1oof from Lhc Lonts of those

Cwicked,®

Paul then changes metaphors. We need to follow him. The founda-
tion mebaphor is dropped. The. house :1s pot built on this foundation,

but equals it. The VlSlblP church ig nere a prbat nouse with'disnlay

china as well as plg buckcts. Tho v151ble churoﬂ 1lkalub held both

S

Paul 2nd -Philetus. Become a*dignified'VEssel,'he urges, by purging

yourself »RO TOUTWN..Luther Standé prictionlly alone in genstrulng

- the antécedent as *people” (von aolchen Lbutpn ) M08t~00nstrue it as

‘a2 supplied “dishonorable prnc‘,tices.,"‘u Luthcr~1s oorrect . The Inter-

preter's Bible notes that from = grommatical standpoint the ignoble

vessels arc the best antecedent, andsupports this. opinion with the

" fact that the metaphor breaks down anyhow and mecd nob be consistent,.

-(Pig buckets never become display china,) Tuther also fits context
best, making the section transitional between the thought that the
church is founded on law and Gospel though wicked men outwWardly ad-

here to it, and Poul's encouragement that Timothy not become like

~them by following youthful passions. S S S A

Everyone must serve the Lord; even Satan hos a part in God's
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plan., On the other hand, it is more pleasant to be display china
than 2 plg bucket, especially when thé pig bucket, being made of
nermeable wood or earthenwnre, must eventually go to the valley of
Hinnom, Gehenna. Only those are part of the church who are both
known by God 2nd have made 2 clean break with wickedness. If law and
a

Gospel are improperly divided, 1f a person 1is penit?nt but dogs not
believe in forgiveness or believes in forgiveness without pgniténce,
if he mixes monérgiéﬁ into Sdﬁétificatiqﬁ Qf éynergigm iﬂto'jgstifin
“cation, he is not port of the invisible chﬁréh But is déstined‘for
dishonor,

application: Following Luﬁher; tbe‘téaghing of v 21 is tg"

purge onesself of all hefétioSQ This is not ds,impractica} as it
wouldAéound in the Wisconsin Synéd; many good men from our Synod have
gone down the road of false doctrine in past years, an@lw@éwoqﬂfsay
that-he - W111 no; fnll in such coming problbms as the Qh&riéﬁati¢ COn~-

t]"f)vp“r’qy‘? Tn Aany burial we ohunll Taak £a (*hrvlgt not mbu,"r‘ﬂud; nak

take offense when plll%rs of the - church seéﬁ“té fili.fr
©. HOW TO WIN HERTTICS

22. Flee youthful passions. Pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
Jpeace with those cxlllng on the name of the Lord from.a. pure-heart,
23. But avoid foolish 2and unlearned controversies, since you know
that they produce quarrels. 24, i servant of the LOrd must be, not
belligerent, but rather kindly toward all, able to teach, patient
Fwhen wrongpd 25. teaching with -gentleness those who oppose him,

in case God should ever grant fthem a change of mind to the acknow-
‘ledgement of truth, 26, and they who were held CxpthL by the devil
for his will may come to their senses and escape out of "his trap.

Gflmmﬂr ) . ..
22 EPIKALEOM.AL. Present participle middle, masculine genitive pl.
JPJIDEUTOuh Unlearned, untrained, uneducated. e .
PARAITEOM.T, Imperntlve. To beg off from, *‘seé¢k to avoid, decline.
QIDx. Perfect participle qotlvb, ﬂSQullHG sincular nominative,
with the force of = present. o
GENNaW. Present indicutive. To beget; bring forth..
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2L MACHOMAT. Present infinitive active.
8PTOS. Gentle. '
tDIDAKT TKOS, *Verbal adjective. able to tench.
ANEXTKAKOS. &N, ECHW, KuKOS. Enduring or patient in the face of evil.
~25, 'PR.UTBS, Meekness, gentleness. .
aNTTIDI TITHLM;I Present participle middle, masculine singular 2c-
Seusative. To oppose.
DIDWMI. isorist optative active, 3rd singular,
EPIGNWSIS. Exanct knowledges; perception.
MBPOTE. Lest 2t any time, whether perhaps.
26, ANANS8PHW. worist subjunctive active, 3rd plural.
To recover sound sense or sobriety.
ZWGREW. Present participle passive, masculine plural nom1nat1vu.
) To capture 21ive, hold captive.

Svntﬁx

22, BEPIKALOUMENWN. Variants are 1noonsequent1ﬂl

24, OU DEI M.CHESTH.I. Litotes. Literally, DEI OU MaCHESTHaL.
CMACHESTHAT. Present infinitive, continuous action. Translate either
with propr0881ve infinitive, verbal noun, or adjective. Luther:
zinkisth. - .

26. Whole verse: RSV margin, J. B.Philips,. Lenski: “they miy escape
trom the snire of the devil, 2after being oaptured by him (the DOULON
KURIOU) to do His will." Unlikely, since it skips over the logical
antecedent to not one but two more distant ones.

Commentary: It is an injustice to Timothy when commentators con-
D J ony

jeotﬂre ﬁhat ﬁé may have needed this wirnimg against the charms of
the %ﬂir S@K. In the flrst plﬂce, it brgﬂks the Eighth Commandmént.
In th seeond wf Paul had such doubtg he h \d no ‘business placing
him in sb high d p051t10n. Thlrdly, the imperative “flee’ is prasent
tense--"go on doing what you already are. Fourth’ EPITHUMIAI are

“passions,’ not Ylusts.” DSexual sin is nob singled. out hbre. FDF -
a.young man in a position of authority thé“paSsiQHS'of an 1mmatUre
‘man, such as stubbornness, rebellion against suthority, premature

acceptance of novel ideas, the prideful refusal to back down from

an erroneous opinion, impatience, and rechthaberei would be highly

destructive, The instruction ‘Let no man despise thy youth" was to
Timothy, not to the church. By displaying ~ maturity beyond his years,

he was to command respect, not demand it. Sexunl sin is included but
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not emphasized.

Negative prohibition i1s not enough. Notevtﬁé chiasm: Object,
subjeect, subject, object. The pursuit of virtue is o8 important as
flight from vice. . Irenics should be practiced whenever possible,
even with errorists who are willing tolbe.instruote;d5 providéd they
are within the pale of Christionity. In the.oﬁse of ﬁ@rsistent er-
rorists we pray thnt God will forgive the false £eachings which they
spredd iniignorance. -They should be 1nstruotbd if n0551b1@, but
controversies should be declined 1f,th@y are fOOllSh~~lﬂoOlUblO,
subjeetive, or completely lmpractical--and unleqrned that 1s,>un-
instructed -in the faith, with pre SU]POSlthHS lylng out51de it,

- Timothy was not to raturn the brlckbuus he wws stonod with, He
-~ would he attacked with earthly WeRPOons, but thc sword of tho Lord is
the word of God. In. the hope that they will listen, he is to turn
away wrath,with a soft ONSWET. Only throuph thp word of God oould
there be 2 change of mind (repentance), so Tlmothy Should re allzet
his part 'in the  economy of salvation--The repentanpe of 2 sinner
fwas connected with Timothyﬁs actions. Even 80, hiswrepentanée.wés 2
gift of God. Timothy could\opnsistentiy éonvert njheretio one momént
and sing Ps 115 the next: “Not untoyusy O Lérd; not unto'usg but.
“unto Thy name give glory.’ o
- One. intellectual qualifioation is méntioned for‘the Sefvﬁﬁﬁzbf

the Lord. He must be able to teach.

©applicotion. andy Kapp of cartoon fame once said, "Péopls Wwho
say ‘1'm only human' are just about to do somethlnﬂ 1nhumﬂn.” The
pastor.is not to excuse wrong oonduct_by_hum&n standards. IL is not

~for him to lose his temper in debate, or to have the disposition
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.

to argue peopié déwn. th every fly need be sw&tted.‘Fbr example,
during Jhe flrst century of relations W1Lh Mlssourl,lthoro was 2
diffefgnoe on the doctrine of church ond-ministry, But ‘since their
prictice cénformed to our doctrine and- our practice conformed to
their dodﬁrine, Wé are fortunite to-have qvoid@d the splinﬁefﬁhg
tendencies'of some.
Thé bastbr need not defend himself wheq~wttagkéé; and should'
rtﬂlnly not counterattack, If I miy be fprgiven)férjquotihg Mar-
tln Lub ner Klnq :”Somebody has to break the chaln of hate

-

Egolish contrdversies should be 2voided, How many churches have
Sﬂlltrdﬁerrthe relative merits of pipe and eleotronic organs? Con-
troversy might arise over just such a Subgcctlve issue a8 the trons-
lﬁtlon of v 26 Lenski is 2 gooed pxﬂmple Oi 1rcnlc Bhgolopy, hereti-~
olalnﬁ no one for disagreeing, merely SWYlnﬁgr’II Paul had Scopped
/bofore bhePAWGRBMENOI/, much 4dnk would hﬂv been SﬂVéd,”

Surply one P“rﬂgr”ph would not - eut of ﬂlucg.on thL youthxul
passion of 1ust mugustine”sald, "Obher VchS.Ar@ fought by fight-
ing; fornication, by fleeing.” In this case motive is“alluimportant.
The essayistvs wife once 2sked, “How can &*minister‘céﬁmiﬁ adultefy
when he knéws it>ﬁayﬁruinfhis entire carger?” ﬂy reply was, ‘That
is prp01sely the reason why they -do it., Their mot1vg for cﬁustlty is
Selfish'selfminterest and when temptation comes the short- tcrm
Selfisﬁ grutlflcatlon séems 2 lot more ﬂttrﬂctlvc thﬂn Lh@ “long-term
Selfiéh grwtlfloﬂtlon of " job security."® No,wgnleSS the 1ove of
Chrlst COHSbPSlH >th us, we will fall. o

Finally, we are redquired to be “apt to teach,® This includes

spiritunl qualities, 4 man who disregards the instructions in this
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chapter will be unable to teach those he disagrees with because
they won't listen to him.

Diplomacy will also be important. = - A
as stubborn 2s a Wisconsin Synod layman. He will not change hls mind
on the pastor's say-so, but only with good reason, The pastor who
feels strongly 8tout 2 new translation, for instance, should phase
1t in gradually over several years, let the peonle get used to it,
show them its merits without downgrading the KJV, and let even the
propos2l for change come from the congregation.

It is also necessary for the preacher to study. Confucius say,
"Man who train horse should know more than horse,® The preacher
who Zssumes he lemrned enough in seminary to feed his flock for the
rest of . life is deceiving himsclf. His ideas will be fresh for
approximately one church year. Thereafter his flock will receive
ever larger and more frequent portions of hash. Fine way to feed 2
flock: Let them eat warmed-over hash! iand for Sunday dinner, yet!

Which lends to the final thought., No one wants hash every Sun-
day, even if the hash be made of fresh and different ingredients
every week., The way you serve up your sermon is nearly as important
28 what you say. It doesnot help to be brilliant if no one can un-
derstand yous Let it never be forgotten that one of the most bril-
liant of the Scholastics, Duns Scotus, spoke so abstrusely that his
name lives on in the word “Dunce.” Or, as the president of the U-
niversity of Chicago divinity school asked after o lecture by Paul
Tillich, “Professor, could you please say at least one sentence that

the rest of us can understand?®





