EEMER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH —-

THE FIRE aMND ITS AFTERMATH
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ralate personally to fire and what damages it can inflict. The

members of Redeesmer BEvangelical Lutheran Church of the Wisconsin

Synod experyienced firsthand what a bolt of lightening can do to an

electrical system of a church buillding. This lightening bolt was so

intense that it caused a Tire of tremendous heat and smoke to ruin

Redesmey Church. Tryuly a tyagedy!

The history of Redeemsry 1 guite interesting for it started as
]

davghter congregation of St. Peter’s Ev. Luthevan Church of Fond d

(o
Lac, WI. "o ocommittes of nine men was appointed by St. Peter’s
Crurch Council which spent the first five months of 1939

Lo

'MDl1%ILH a mission congrvegaltion

in the city of Fond du lac.” (13 The committse decided

this new mission congregation on the west side of the city of Fond du

lac. On June 11, 1929, a residence and lot were purchased on the

Mo

covner of Hickory Street and Forest Avenue., “Further support wWas
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given to the Tindings of this commititee when the Mission Board of the

: o
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a mission congragabion.

During the month of October, the 1éth day of the vear 1939 nine

#

voting members ha d the distinct privilegs to sign the church roll and
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becoame the "charter members” of this new mission congregation. Seven

ad the name "Redsemer

dave later, the congregation voted on and adopt

Evangelical Luthervan Church.," In December of this ame vear Pastor
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W. 0. Pless accepted the call tLo be their Tirst pastor. When the
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Fifeh anniversary Jjubilee volled around the congregation celebrated
another milestone in 1ts brief history. On September 17, 1944 the
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that 1t was debt free. By

congregation was able Lo



this time Redeemer had

grown to

aauls and had 70 voting members.
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thelr own school building. On

June 3, 1962 groudbreaking services weve held and construction began

at once., By the time September

for opevyation.
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most people this sounds like the ideal congregation. It
started out as a mission, grew to a self-supporting operatlion and
opaned its own school. RBut then, the tragedy struck. The churceh
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In October of 1989 Redeemery Luthevan planned to pay off esavly
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pages and the bindings of those books that remained in tact were

darkened Immens The typewriter in his office was melted, aven

the Inside carviage wWwas melted vight intoe the casing. The florescent

ice were gulite the sight. Pastor Putz dsscribed

these lights, "one hung lLike towael:s another on the Tloor and
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looked like a wet towel.
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We move next with the damage veport toe the churyeh proper. As

Was stated the windows had blown out. It is not hard to envision why
Lhe wWindows would blow cut when we
about 2200 degrees. I cannot even imagine how hot and intense this

P

kind of temperature would feel like. But the damage it left behind

was very evident and very rveal. The pulpit and lectern were charvved,

The Bible which was sitting on the pulpit was burned. vebt, It was not

consumed {refevence p. 11). The pews were also charrved. The ones in

Front, those located closer to the orviginal location of the fire,

wheve chavred more severvely than those toward the hack. 1t was

esstimated that the front pews were burned a good 14 ~ 1N\2Z inch;

while the back pews were darkened heavenly. The lights in the church

Fell to the Tloor. One light fell leaving the "phi-vho" symbol,
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which were on the lights, engraved in the pew below it. The beams in
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Front were charred 3N8 inch deep: while the beams in the back were
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ince the door between the church and school were opened the school
was also Tilled with intense heat and smoke.

Yes, this wasg a nhovrendous sight to envisi

building is destroved. Pastor Putz., "It was a sickening e

"Where to turn?® afterall "Destruction surged through the
church’s network of electrical wiving, discharging an explosion of

minutes
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spar ks and wfamow in the sscretary’s office. In the thir
before the Tire was discovered, heavy smoke and blistering heat
srcesding 2000 degrees transformed Redeemer Luthevan from a place of
peace Lo a place in pileces." {(3) The last place the members of
Raedeemer woluld have thought to have a five occur . What weve Lhey

Lo do?  Give up? NO!Y

e membars of Redeemer wWere going to overcome this disas
There were many things Tor which they weres Lo count thelir blessings.
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<
=
&0
=

t

Fvangelical Lutheran Church, of the WELS, were
Wwilling and able to offer thely assistance, and the Ffalthfulness and

the encouragement of their pastor.

Even though Pastor Puty was visiting his son in Little Rock,

arkansas, he can bhe call faithful teo his flock. Pastor Pubz was

|2

down in Little Rock for his grandchild’s Raptism. The chalrman of

Raedecmer had called Pastor Putz’s son to inform him of the fire. The

son wWwas the FTirst to reveal Lo his father what had happened to his

chureh in Fond du lac,. after some hard declsion making Pastor Putz

decided that he needed to be with his people. so he left for F ’

pmeonle, so he left for Fond du
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Pastor Puby did what all pastors need to do Tor thelr members

when disaster strike

5, he comforted and strengthened his member

thryough the Word., At times of such affliction we need to turn Lo God

Word that we Tind trus and

&
Py
&
]
P
~
[N
=

and His Holy Word, Tt is

lasting comfort undey any clroumstance. Pastor Puty rveminded them of

T

the words from the book of Job: "When all of Job’s property was taken

From him, what did id, "The Lord gave and the Lord has

taken awavy. Blessed be the name of the Lord!" The Lord had given us

—

this nice chiurch and it lg his privilege to take 1t from us. and so
Wwe say, blessed be the name of the Lord!l We don’t turn against him
oy vebel or guestion his wisdom. This churceh was his from the

to acknowledge that." These are ilmporian

all times and especially when btragedy does
strike. God is the Creatory, Protector and Provider of all., He is in

contvyol of evervihing, thus we are nobt Lo guestion Him Tor all things

the actions of our

Lo

arve Mis and known by Him. Who arve we to question

Gad?  We are to trust in the Lord with all our heart. soul and mind.
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It is His vight to strengthen the Taith of His people through

Ly age such as this fire. The members of Redeemer seemed to have

. g 1 :

gthened through this tragedy by how they acted

of Redeemer Luthevan had glven permission to go ahead
ana call an assistant from the Wisconsin Synod for Pastor Putz.  The

irst assistant assigned was e he second assistant

assigned to Redeemer, Guy Purdue, arrived In October of 1988. Pastor

ough his sermons. He

himself to the people th

had an excellent way with words: he was sincere. At the aApril
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Quarteyly VYoter s Meeting, the vear 1989, The elders by way of the

churveh council recommended that Redeemer keep the btwo pas

1

SO vole
intact permanently. Two rvesolutions were decided upon: "1) call to
synod Assignment Committee for a pastor, 2 ask for Pastor Purdus to
e that pastor." The voters vobted positively to go ahead with these
two rvesolutlions.

Mine months after the Tire Redeemer was going to celebralte the

e

dedication of thely vyebuilt church. On april 24, 1989, services wevre

feemar Churceh in the
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held 1o the morning at Falth gym and

gvening. There were special pravers for the Triends which helped

a

Redeemer and also to God Tor allowing them to vebuilld., This day was

an emotional high for Pastor Putz: while the fire was his emotional

Yet, tLhere is another date that we need to bear in mind -~ Mav

25, 1989, The teachers had noticed that the clocks were not

functioning in their rooms. &Tter closer examination it was noted
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that the clocks were burned. The day the lightening struck did quite

& bit of damage and some even went unsuspected. What gave 1t away
that the Church had been struck again by lightening was when the

organist went Lo try the orvgan, WHaM!  The organ blew out. The

chimes started vinging every & conas all by thenselves., There was

o~

a hum o in the alv. What next? Who wanted Lo know? Pastor Putz wenl

Lo check the sound system, BOOM! e sound avstem was out o

commission. Disaster had struck twice. Many people would have high

L., .-

talled it out of this church, 1t was bad luck. Bub ag

no one wWas hurt.,  The $57.,000 organ and the $3,000 sound syslbem was

[ o '

coverad by insurance. Through these twe Tires the church was
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improved.,  In some vespects Lhey were a blessing in disgul

The members of Redeemer were genevous. Not only were the

i

members of Redeemer generous with thely gifts, but also many people

this church were generous. Pastor Putz put It
Lhis way, "People are alwavs looking Tor wavs to help those in need,

brothers and sisters. Through the gifts

i

others, giftes such as money, hymnals and construction skills
Redeemey ls in good shape. In October of 1989 Redeemer Lutheran

3 1

calabrated thely BOth anniversary and debt

rement . Yes, debl

retirement . e o ongregation was

anough money to pavy this

movitgage., The Lord was truly wi

Many impoertant things came out of the 1988 fire. Replacement
[}

coverage on youy insurance policy is a must. Without rveplacement

insurancs R@dmamor wolld have had a tougher time paving for the

rebullding costs. With replacement coverage evervihing that w

' B M S o ies

declared damaged was replaced at "today’s orices.  Just

(._.l_

an example of hnow important this coverage 1s. Redeemer lost 300

J

ent. coverags the Insurance company would

hymnals., Without rep.
have given Redeemer $2.00 for hvmnals which originally cost &7.00.

With replacement coverages the insurance company would may the cost of

“he new hymnals which s $11.00 pey hvmnal .

Slwavs vemember Lo trust Iin the Lord. Redeemery was truly

by God through generous offevings, friands and

1

suppoert .  The congregation for the most part is grateful. When [ say

LI

For the

will alwavs be soms who

brought members

cdo not see the positive side of things.

closey together . Tt snabled people to work and suffer and praise Gog




Lo krnow other mem

in wavs that they had not before

they had only in passing. Yes, Redeemer FEvangelical Luther

Church has been blessed through the Tire of July 15, 1988, Rless

through sorvow. Strengthened in faith., Renewed by the Spivit.

of ws, rastors and laypeopls, is

always keep the Lord in Firvst place. The Lord ls the Lhrue source

strength, comfort and hope. He hag promised Lo never lesave or

forsal Mis sheep. Study your insurance policies cavefully: make

Lord has taken away. the name of the Lovd!l”

bhers

&

seac

&

re you are adsouately covered. Remember "The Lord gave and the
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