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As the title of this paper indlcates, the subject is the
mission work of Christopher Bberhardt. But singe 1t is impossible
to divorece the man from the situation he is in, this paper must
also be about the Michigan Synod,

Eberhardt joined the Michigan Synod in 1860, But the history
of the 8ynod can be traced back about 27 years before this time,
In 1833 a pastor Friederick Schmid came to Ahn Arbor and began
doing mission work among the Germans in southern Michigan., He was
the first Lutheran pastor in Michigan and in a few years he had
started several small congregations in an aweé stretching from

“Adrian, Michigan, north to Saginaw and west to Lake Michlgan.

In 1845 Schmid tried to organize a Synod., Several of Loehe’s men

who were in the area jolned hin, Eut avyear later they withdrew.
The reason was. the lack of a confessional position in the new
Synod, Schmid joined the Ohio Synod for a while and then with-
drew and remained alone. In 1860 he again made and attempt to
found a Synod., This time he would be quccessfule The members of
this new Synod were some pastors whom Schmid had trained hims@if
and two men who had just arrived from the Basel mission house,

One of these men was Christopher Eberhardt. On December 10, 1860
they organized as the Bv, Luth. Synode von Michigan und andern
Staaten. When the Synod began it consisted of a group of 7 pastors
and several vacant congregations and stretched oub over an area

of 40,000 square miles in southern Michigan. The question which
must have been in their minds was, what would be the fate of thelr
new Synod?

The Michigan Syncd could have developed in various ways, But
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the facht is that over the years it developed into an energetic
confessional Lutheran body. I belleve that this was due to the
grace of God alone. In these early years he sent wmen into its
“churches who were énergetic both in missionary zeal and also

in the zeal to teach God's Word in its truth, Christopher
Fherhardt was a leader among these men., Through his efforts

he helped the Michigan Synod grow in numbers and in the Stf@nqﬁh
of ite confessional stand,

Different papers could be writien on the different aress of
Eberhardt®s 1ife. He had a great desire t@'rémain true to cone-
fessional Lutheranism in a day when there was 1ittle attempt
to distinguish between Luﬁheran’and Reformed theology. He was
past®r~for 31 years at St. Paul’s ehuych'in Saginaw, Michlgan.
Fbr eight years he was president of the Michlgan Synod. During
thesé vears he gulded the Synod through the time when 1t was
in the proc@ss‘of leaving the General Council. While he was
pfesid@nt he worked to build the pastoral seminary in Saginaw,
and taught there untll his death., One could write papers on all
of these toplecs.

Thig paper deals with what I belleve was Fherhardt?s first
love, mission work. From time to time Therhardt took part in the
administration, theological problems, and special projects of
thelSynodg However, I do not think that this is where in his
greatness lie., He was not a Walther or a Loehe. I think that
his greatness lie in his zeal for starting congregations and for

doing everything he could to see to 1s that these congregations

were ecared for. This paper will outline his mission work and
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show the results it had for the Michlgan Synod.

TRAINING IN GEBMANY

Christopher Bberhardt was born on January 3, 1831+ He was
born in the city of Lauffen on the Neckar river, about 20 miles
north of Stuttgart, CGermany. He was The eldest of four childreha
Not much lg known of the fifét 25 y@éTS of his 1life. One comment

he made was recorded in Synodals-Freund. He sald, "Meanwhile, 1

had an especially great struggle whether i wouid choose the
_friendship of this world or the friendship of the children of Godaﬁl
From quotations such as this whiech one finds in writings about
hime,bne'gets the impression that he woas the type of peTSon‘Who
wore his Christianity on his sleeve, He was not afraid to express
what he felt, At the age of 25 he had an opportunity to enter the
mission house at Basel. In 1856 he did just that an&*spenﬁ’four
years there training for the mission fields., Oneof the men in his
class was Stephen Klingmsnn, He was also destined to become a
leader in the Michigan Synod. After graduvation Fherhardt and Kling-
Maxnm Wefe assigned to go to America. gehmid had recently written
to the Baséi mission house, where he himself had graduatéd, requesting
addi%ional‘help in Michigan. The two were assigned to "the broad
expanse between the Michigan and Huron Lekes, to feed the white
flock of the Lord, instead of the black one in Africa or Endiang

On September 1, 1860 the two embarked on the Sﬁipﬁ Bremen, and

made the trip to #merica. They landed in New York on .September 20

1Ev@ Tuth. 5yﬂodalmﬁr@undg May, 1893, DPs 63,




(%)
and a week later they arrived at Schmid?®s house in Ann Arbor,

DER BEISEPREDIGER

When Fberhardt and Klineman arrived in Ann Arbor, Schmid
gave them a cholce of where they wanted to go. There were two
openings at the time, Adrian and H@pkinea Adrian was the more
wtame® of the two, located south of Ann Arbor in the sceneral
vielnity of most df the congregations Schmid had started. 'Th@
other was on the west side of the state, In tho@e days 1t was
an outpost congregation., But another job went along with the
Hopkins congregatlion, the Reiseprediger or traveling missionary.
When Schmid asked for %heir decision Eberhardt responded, "Do
you know what we®ll do? I am strong and healthy and Iyﬂan take the
hérdship better than you. (Klingman) I711 take over the Reisgm‘
predigtkand you go to Adrian.®” In October of 1860 Eberhafdt
bégan his work in Hopkins,

’AS it turned out, Eberhardt®s stay in Hopkins Waé short
1ived@ He was only to ?emain:thﬁve for a year and four méonths,
from October, 1860 to ﬁeeemb@%g 1861, Although this period in
Eberhardt®s 1ife was short, Eibelieve that 1t was one of the most
impéwtaﬂﬁ; It was the time when he became acquainted with the
most pressing problem the Synod had, the lack of pastorsg.

The congregation at Hopking was not large; actually, 1T
was an amalgamation of three congremations, hopkiﬁ@a Dorr and
,Salemg - The towns were aboulb seven miles apart, The congregation

met in the schoolhouse at Hopkins, probably not more than 12 = 15

.
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families making up the group. Of the three, Hopkins and'D@rT
still have a Wisconsin Synod church, while Salem folded in the
early 1900%s. This joint congregation was Rberhardt’s first
group. His second was an established congregation at Allegan,
begun by Schmid. Allegan is aboubt ten miles South'@f Hopking.
There is still a Wisconsin Synod church there ﬁoﬁay'alsea

o But Eberhardt was not only a pastor to these two congregatlons,
He was primarily the traveling missionary. It was his job to find
scattered groups of Lutherans and provide them with the Word and
%acramentsa If possible, he would attempt to‘form these people
into congregations. There is no doubt that he took his work
serioﬁslye By December 10, only three months after he had arrived
at HdpkinSQ‘Eberhardt had establishéd =) éir@uiﬁ of preaéhing stations.
He,had 16 stations spread out in a civele of 360 miles, None of
my sources tbld where any of these 16 were located. To umderstand
’the imeﬁsiﬁﬁVOT this undertaking one has to realize the conditlons
undér ﬁhicﬁ'EberhaTdt wowk@d@ In the@e‘dayS»ﬁh@T@ were Few roads
“in wéstern Michigan, only a few tralls winding thelr way through
'gﬁhe;fofesﬁskahd marshes. Fberhardt did not have a horseg all of
his wbrk wéé'done on foot, FEberhardt made_th@ entire @ir@uit in
thvee weéksg Tn 1861 Eberhardt reported to the Synea about thése
preachiﬁg stations and about other place wh@re/he was attempting
kﬁ@ begin congregations., He writes,

At the last Synod convention in Detroit T reported that

ny cirecle of activity had extended to lLake Michigan and
included Van Buren, Allegan, Ottows and Muskegon counties,
Now I must report that since the last Synod I have

acquired an even larger area of activity., Owosso, 80 miles
northwest of Detroit has become a preaching station I
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often viegit., Since then I have also preached in three
other places, namely in Clinton county and in two other
places in the town of Lowell, A settlement (at Lowell?)
has recently organized itself into a congregationg they
number about 30 families however tThey are very pPoors
Besides these I still have two small congregabions

Hopkins and Salem., In the other preachine stations there
are too few families and of these too many are indifferent
to warranﬁ their being built up into organized congre-
gationm%4

It might be noted here that the congregation in Owosso $till
belongs i@ the Wisconsin Synod. In all, Bberhardt served 150
families. In fcuT’plaoes he "held confirma%ion'instru@ﬁione

But these were still not all of his acitivities, Eberhardt
trieéd to expand his field by going into the upper peninsula.
_Durimg the summer of his first year aS“ReiS@preﬂig@?‘h@ made the
trib@‘ I will quote at length the portion of his report to the
Synod whieh'deseribes this trip. He says, |

On June 18 (1861) I began my preaching journey to Lake
Superior aboard the steamer "Planet? and after a pleasant
three day trip I landed at Onbtonagon., From there I took
a2 12 mile trip on foot to the Minnesota mine which had
been pointed out to me. And in the evening of the 21ist

T arrived at the city by the same name, - While I was there
T held up my trip until July 8. This was at the request
of many religious people there who zealously lent a hand
to establish a congregation, I preached five times there,
three times in Ontonagon and once in HMaple Grove, cele=’
brated Holy Communion and baptised children. In Minne-
sota Mine itself lived about 20 - 40 families and 60
unmarried protestants and in the vicinity there were

24 foamilies; beside single’' people., To be sure, there

is a large group of people who have departed from the fTalth
of the Father, and have sunk into gross unbeliefl., On
account of this they want nothing to do with any asgig=-
tance fom a servant of the Gospel, #lso the salary of

a preacher is uncertain since the people move on as sSoon
as they have saved up some money, bHut 1is % right %o
leave so many of our brothers in the faith as orphans
merely out of concern for the outward success of a
preacher? Should we not send them even one preacher?

@Geschicht@ der Michigan-Synode, Saginaws: F & C Heltter
.CO@;, 39109 Pe 9@ :
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Would that be right since so many of them long with tears
for the wonderful worship service of our evangelical
Lutheran Chureh? Or, should we not go after the lost,
who rush down to Hell being unwarned of thelr sins?
Should we allow them to plung into the abyss? Certain-

1y not, especially sinece I can report that up there on
Lake Superior there can by found three more such settle-
ments, CLiff Mine, Portage Lake, and Marquette. These
towns are without a shepherd and in the meantime could
be served by a pastor stationed in Minnesota Mine. This
is their ardent wish, Indeed, I had to spend a week at
one of these places. How many yearned once again after
many yvears to partake of the Lord®’s Supper, to have thelr
children baptised and again to hear God®s Word. This
preaching was seldom given up without much crying when
the people remembered the lack of it which they had 5
experienced and which they now would experience again.
Eberhardt then made an apeal to the Synod to send men to the
Upper Peninsula to serve the people in the towns where hne had
- beens

When Eberhardt returned he made his report to Schmid at
Ann Arbor. He then went to visit Klingmann in Adrian. While
he was there he became sick and was laid up for = month, But
sinece the time he had returned from the Upper Peninsula he had
received a eall to St. Paul's church in Saginaw. He accepted
the call and on New Year's Day he preached his flrst sermon

there.

During the next 30 years Eberhardt did much mission work
throughout the state from his base in Saginaw@ T have attempted
to sccumulate all of the different places where hé did work. I
am slmost sure that I have not Ffound them all, The reason 1

feel this way is that no two sourees list all of them and every

Hggbid@g pa :EO o= ile
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source has some different ones. 1Lt is also very possible that
some of the churches may have Jjolned @tﬁer churches aﬁ‘@ven‘

other denominations. This 1is true é%p@cially of his»earlier‘
mission work, Many of his preaching stations may have g@tren
p@btors f?om Teformed ehurches due to the lack.of pastors in

the Michiﬁan bynode Consequently they would be lost from our
records. In order to be sure bne.would have to study the history
Cof all thewr@fgrmed and Lutheran churches in lower Niahigana

I am fairly certain that I have at least found all of the churches
Eberhardt worked in which still belong to the Qis&onéin Synod
todaya

1) Fven theuqh Eberhardt now had moved in?o a completely different
aren he still’work@d as Reiseprediger, H@ ?Oﬁtiﬂued to visit
his préachiﬁg;Stations in southwestern Michigan, He made the

trip every six to-eight weeks; I am not sure how long he continued
%o do this,

2) 8t, Cbarlegg 12 miles SW of Seginaw, We have a Wisconsin
Synod church there today but it was not started by Ebarhar@t@
He @nly had a preaching statlon there which evidently d4id not
@evelope»into‘amythiﬂga

3) Bay City, 12 miles N of Saglinaw, Fbe?ha%dt began services
there in 1862, At that time it was known as West Bay City.
St; John@s Lutheran Church,
4) Bay City, 12 miles N of Saginew. Eberhardt served as
%aaancy pastor for Bethel Lutheran Church from 1862 - 1863,

AY Chesaning, 20 mlles SW of Saginaw, FEberhardt began to

hold services there in 1867. Zion Lutheran Church.



) (9)

6) Mittebfranken and Frankentrost, 20 miles SE of Saginaw, Eber-
hardt begsn holding services there in the late 60°s or early 70°'s,
They organized as Bethel Lutheran Church, In 1879 they merged

with a group of people from Frankenmuth and formed St. John's

Lutheran Qhurchﬁﬁg
7) PFreeland, 10 miles NW of Saginaw. At that time the place was
known ag Tittabawasse. Eberhardt besan holding services there in
1878, ‘They were organized as St. Matthew®s Lutheran Church in
1879,

8) Clare, 40 miles NW of Saginaw. Ebe?harﬁﬁ.S@rveéther@.as
Vaean@y pastor from 1881 - 1882, DBethel Lutheran Chureh.

9)’ Cuater, 100 miles W of Saginaw@‘ Tberhardt served there as
vae&ncy'paﬁtér in 1884, Emmanuel Lﬁth@Tén Churehe

10) Saginaw@‘ Eb@rhardt and Pastor Huber, then director of the

Seminary, started St, John's Lutheran Churech in 1890,

CONCLUSTONS

T believe that the effect of Eberhardt®s mission work on the
Michigan Synod was twofold,
The first and most obvious result ig the number of churches

£

which Ebé@hardﬁ began or in which he served., At 2z Time when a
church is growing it is invaluable to have a man with as much

zeal and_energy as Eberhardt who is willing to go out and find

the pedple and not walt until the people find him; I think that
the‘large area he served and the large number of preaching statlons

and congregations he worked with show that Eberhardt had this

trait., At the end of this paper I have listed all of these
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congregations.on a map.

The second result is less obvious, but I feel it is the most
important. It is the result of his misslon work, especlally
the first vear and & half in Allegan county where he experienced
the frustration of not belng able to fill his presching Statigns
with pastors., He had done the mission work, he had sown the seed,
but getting someone to water the seed was a different QHestion@
We see this prsblgm expressed in the 1910 history of theiﬁiahigan
Synadg;

It is right that we ask ourselves, what were the results
and the fruit of the untireing work of this man for the
8ynod? And to this we must answers Little, very littlel
Of all the places which he founded, only the churches in
Allegan county (note: also the one in Owosso} remain with
Cour Synod. His trip to the upper Peninamula had no results
atiall. We don't even know if the Synod concerned itself
at all with this or even made an attempt to relleve the
crying need up there. What was the source of the sad
results of such self-sacrificing and diligent labor?
That brings us to the greatest need and the worst error
. which the 8¥nod committed, Indeed, it sought to gather
the scattered believers, but it had no pastors which could
then care for the scattered flocks with the means of
grace. They lacked what was most necessary of all, to
bring into existance an institution for instructing and
equipping ministers. So it was fTorced to take on minis-
ters who might offer their services or to request them
from the unionistic Basel mission society, They had
no guarantee of the qualification of these men, of thelr
moral character or of thelr faithfulness in their, office
toward botk the Synod and its confessional stand,

The last ﬁbint of this quote can be illustrated by the chureh

i

4

“which Ebérhardt began in Owossc. For nine years 1t was served

by various pastofs among whom was on@ who a Short-tim@ later é@rveé
a unlon church. In 1869 they finally deeid@d‘t@ be recognized

aé a confessional Lutheran churche.

Those churche8 which received pastors were extreemly fortunate.

#Ibide, p. 11-12,
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But even these fortunate ones had to walt sometimes 10 - 12 years
for ﬁheir pastor. No doubt these experiences made a deep
impression on Bberhardt. He had begun so many preaching stations
and there was no one to serve them. All around hlm he saw
congregations crying for pastors. I think that the one thing
Eberhardt a@mlT@d most of all was to sgolve this problem, When

he Ot the chance he did.

Eb?rhardt became president of the Synod in 1881. 1In his
third gynodical report in 1884 he began bpcaklnw about the need
for a pastoTal seminary@ At that very Synod there was a re%o%utlen
made to start a seminary. For a few years the locatlon of the
semiﬂarylwas in doubt and it changed from place to place. But
finally.Eberhardt himself donated the land for the Semimary il
Sagiﬁawe - On September 21, 1887 classes wére begun., Bberhardt
himseif taught the students until his death in 1893. The need
‘whieh Lb@?hqrdt had experienced chrﬁughﬁvt the years in his
’mLQSlOH work provided the impetus the Michigan %yﬂ@ﬁ n@eded to

finally build their much needed pastoral seminary.
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