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TDAEOYS BURIED TREASURE

Idaho is czlled the Gem Stste because of its rich

sources of silver,gold snd other minerals. Such treag=

ures are always buried beneath the surface, hidden
from the eyve, and must be dug un to be seen, Home of
the Valley Lutheran church of Pocatello, Idaho ca
algso be called a buried treasure. For one thing, it
is not visible, it no longer existsi there is nod
even & telephone number in the yellow psges to diden=
tify ite But Hope of the Valley is a treasure also
because of ite great velue = for over sgeven year

it wae 8 body of Christisns who gathered to hea

the Word of Yod and recelve the sacrsments, and a
body of believers who shared God's Word with others
in southeastern Ldaho, What follows is The history
of Idsho's buried treasure.

To understand the history of Hope of the Valley
one must First get to know the state of ldabo. To
many this is the picture of Idsho: Sawtooth mount-
aing,lonely ranchers, weallthy potato farmers, wilde

25

ernesgey if you're veally up on geography you might

5

e of Hall of Famer

also know Idsho is the honme

Harmon Killebrew, Sun Valley and Hell's Canyon,

of Lldsho which is

.

But one wvery importent

€

little known is the sbate's leck of cohesiveness,.
Ideho is really three states. Southeastern Idaho
is ki B2 Salt leke Uity and Mormonismi the northern

panhendle of ldsho aligns itsell Lo Lesttle snd ave
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Seahawk fanss; only central Idsho nesr Poige hag any

real self-identiby and exists on its own merits.
This idea of being scattered and pulled in dife

ferent directions is the most striking chavecteristic

of the history of Hope of the Vall

0]

v. Not three, but
actually four different entities existed. There was
centrel headquartersin Pocatelloj to The south was
the minersl enriched area of “oda Springss; to the

north was the nuclear reagarch location of Idaho Fallsy

and to the west lay the fawming communities of “urley
and Hogelton. The most important sspect of Hope of the
Valley's history lay in the geography of the land -
the many miles which separated the members and the
meny different communities the people lived dun,

July snd Aupgust of 1977 merk the official begine-
nings of the Pocetello church. Un July 17, Pastor
Gordon Petvers, fresh out of the Wisconsin Lutheran

3

Seminary, was installed s first pastor. Three Sun-
daye later, on Hugust 7, the people organized as a
congregation, When Hev, Peters moved weat, There to
welcome him was Idsho' s second llargest ciby. Situated
slong the Portneuf Hiver, Pocstello had the nickname
"Gateway to the Worthwest®, Just about every city wesh
of the Mississippi hes used thet title at one time ow
other and like the other cities the name was a misnomer,
Pocatello is not a northwest city but a Rocky Mount-
ain commvnity sll the way. The climate is dry; the coune

tryside to the esst is wmountains and to the west is

wasteland, sand it contained in 1977 about 36,000 who
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worshipped the grest outdeors with its trout streams,
ski elopes and blenty game for hunting.

The well=trasveled roads from Poky did not lead
northwest, but south to 4ion to the land of the
chogsen. In the 70's over 65% of the vesidents of
Pocatello were Mormons 21though fdaho ¥Falls to the
north boasted of a Mormon teuple, Pocatello with its
Satterfields, Smiths, Hansens and Hymases clearly was
a beeshive haven,

With 35 members present, Rev. Peters arvived in
Focatello with & so0léd nucleus of Wisconsin Synod
menbers to work with. What had hasppened previous o
Petera' coming? When the Len Walters family moved
from Milwaukee Lo Pocetello in februsry of 1975,
they and a few other femilies began bto worship

%

through teped services., <Then later that yesr the
group was regulsrly served by either pastors Hon

Mehlberg from Nempa,ldshe or William Goehring from

Salt Lake City (both digbances of over 200 miles).

on Mondey evenings every three months. Rev, Mehlberg
writes of these esarly daye in a letter To the cone
pregation dated December 1976, "Work begen with quarte
erly trips to Burley,Pocatello and Boda Springs areas

to administer communion to our people... Last November

m

it became obvious Lo our ~ynod thet there was a nucluus

i

£

forming from which a congregation might begin.

Tronns son,Youglas, Churches snd Church Membershiv in the
Uamaﬁa(ﬁleQWWy Hegsearch Center,Wash., DeCe)padl




When the Wisconsin Synod's General Board for Home

3 .

Visslong granted explovetory status in November of

1976, pastors Mehlberg and Yoehring traded off trips
Lo Poecatello. Beginning in Yecember,1976 services

were held in the basgement of Urace Lutheran School

(Missouri »ynod)) *his remsined the basic worship

facility for the duration of the church's his

o

Ihe next steps affecting the formation of a Poce

atello WELS church came following a meeting of the

locsl Tubthersns with Yacific Naprthwest District

0-'*;3

Misgion Board chailrman, Rev. Ralph Baur, Mission
status was soon granted and in May of 1977 a cend-
idate from Wiscounsin Lutheran Seminary was assigned.
Optimism was the thems of the day when Pastor
Peters came Lo Poky in July. He had a rather large
sroup to serve, numbering %5, +he future looked

£

bright, not only for the church but also for the

city of Pocatello, 01l booms were occurring in
neighboring southwestern Wyoming cities like "ock
“prings, Kemmerer and Evanston. Yhere wag talk that
Pocatello would soon get ceught up in the oil boom

and growe.

More certain evidence for the expected growbth of

oky was from the fact that Bucyrus-frie had decide
L1

to lfcaté there, An impact study done for the ciby

of Pocatello by Pon Heading and Bob Johnston regarding
the asrrivil of Bei to Pocatello offered impressive

projections. This 1974 study projected B-L would hire



page >

3200 employees which would evenbtually raise the city's
population to 70,000 by 1977 and 75,000 by 1978, Dwell
ing vnits were expected to grow from 17,%33 of (974
to 26,512 by 1978,°

Certuinly an influx of new lebor in Pocatello spelled
opbimism for the new WELS mission. “here were only three

other luthersn churches in Poky st the time - Iutheran

Church of the Yogd Shepherd (LCA),Faith (Mo.) and
Grace (Mo.).
Good news covld aléo be traced to the Wisconsin Syne

3 v i - y
od s GBHM hesdquarters in Milwsukee., In the mid-70s,
WELS wag expanding rapidly with new missionsy in 1977
22 new missions were opened, Surely the btims sesmed

right for a mission in Tocatello

i

August 77,1977 wes a historic date for ITutheranism

in Idsho when the WEL™ members of southeastern Ldaho

et
=

P

organized as a church, cgl ling itself Shepherd of the
Valley snd ratifying a constitubion and by-laws, Llected
as the church's first officers were Robert Hol,worth,
pfﬁ%ld@ﬁﬁ;gﬁﬂ.«@jhﬁrw, ecretary jHolzgworth, finsncial

secretary; Merc Falk,treasurer: Emanuel Meier,fen

Btohlman end Falk as trusiees; and Dennis Maier,
Walters snd Holzworth as elders.

Informatign from church bulletins shows the average
attendance in August to be 40, Statistics for all o
1977 indicste average worship abtendance to be 2.

Overall, the 1977 membership was 51 of which 26 were

-
“Reading,lon,Johnston,Pob, 1974 Inpact
Unlver81ty Jocuments Dep%q
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ady(LIdaho




communicants., Twon other nobeworthy events

3

were the formation of & Sundsy Hchool in

o

with a very high attendance of 1%

m
H
5V
=
=
j -

of the church’ p me. LThe new name given was Hope of
the Valley, to avoid confusion with the LCA churche
in the coming years the church grew much like a

version of a counb®y square dance - two steps forward

and one backward, Femilies would btransfer in, families

4

would transfer oub. Both of the first two presidents,
Holzworth and Marky Olsen, were gone shortly after
belng elected, Despive the fluctuation in membership

3

pe aumcl, the membership total remeined fa

from 1979=1982, ‘he numbers were 48 in 1979 and 57 in
1082,

Keep in mind the key to understanding the

Hope of the Valley dis the gec phy, the grealt digte

ances which separated the people. OFf the 19 families
listed in the 1979 menbership roster, only eight were
from the immediate Pocatello ares. Une group of meme
bers lived 50=75 miles south of Poky in Pods wprings
and Montpelier. Another group lived north of Poky,

55 miles away in Tdaho Falls and even further in Rigbye.
A third group lived far west, ln Burley and Hazelton,
75«80 miles sway. As veried as the places of residence
were, =0 were the occupaticns of the wmembers: factory

workers, mechanics,journaliste, truck drivers, farmere,

teachers, accountants, a

Permisgion for land ses rranted dn Marceh,1978.
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nal, Pestor Peters steted the church's goal was to
have & permanent church site by 1980, Following a visit

executive secrebary Norm Berg in November,1978,

by GBHM
land was then acquired about a year later, in October,
1979, The gibe was a 1.2 2cre parcel of land on Butte B8t.
in the northeastern sector of Pocstello, nesr Highland
High School and the county rodeo grounds,.

Py

'he congregation soon took on the character of a

3

wellworganized body. Two children were confirmed in

1979, three children in 1980, and two in 1982, Adult

onfirmations in the same period were three in 1987

.
-,

and one in 1982. In addition to catechism classes,
Hope of the Vselley slso offered Sundey SBchool classes,
Bible classes,s Hope Society for the women of the
church, and sn evangelism committee. Canvasses were

-

conducted, pamphlets for Sunday School were distribe

uted, annual cl h pilenics were held, Christmas Dve
services were offered - all reminiscent of a well=rTun
astablished church.

Lo

Yet in many ways, Hope of the Valley was different,
It took on the personsality of ILdsho itself, expansive,
big, end independent. With members scabttered in all

the pastor callsd to serve

directions, one can dm
would need to do much traveling, In this area, fope of
the Valley was extrenely blessed by Uods Not only did
Pastor FPeters enjoy traveling, not only was he,for

exemple, no. afraid to fly, not only wag he himself

able to fly, but in fact he owned his ailrplane.
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¥

eters’ [ly.. ministry wag 2 necessity to serve
the pecple of Hope of the Valley., If order fo conduct
confirmation classes therc was a +ime when he would
fly his Piper Chessna to Sodae Pprings, pick up a
student there, then fly to Bufleyiﬁ alrport to

hold classes in that ares,

For a stewardshivn every-home-vigis campalgn conduche
ed in 1980 Rev. Pebers flew the commitbeemen to the
Burley area for the meetiisgs., The alrplane proved
useful in the later years of the church when services
were held once o month in such outlying areas as

T [ Ll -5 k - E 3
Hazelton,Poda =pri Ldshe I'alls, DTtev. Feters
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Peters was confined to one leocetion, yet reached

more people - radio ministry, "Second Thoughts" was

A

the name of the brief radic messsge developed by

Peters. Bepinning in 1978, twoe of the one-minute

U

radio . could be heard weekly on station KSEI

Despite its isolation from other WELS churches,
Hope of the Valley had a unique opporbunity esch year
to Tellowship with fellow Lutherans. Every June o

1o retreat was held in the Btanley Basin sres of

<1
e
]

the Bawbtooth Mountains with Tutherans from the Nsmpa

church end the congregation of Balt Leke City invited.

The retreat was held in June at the comp which was

operated by the Missourl wynod. Fighing, hiki LI 5



outdoor services, Pible topics, #nd general "rough-it"

£

Living ware offered those who perb

>
)

Veny

the campers were treated to a talk by missionary ‘hompe
son, who et the time was on furlough from £frica,

The concept of starting thres preaching stsatlons was
put Logether in 19871 to offer more worshilp opportunities

for wembers living in outl areas, and also to give

thoge members opportunities to ilnvite thelr friends

-
L,‘”‘.z

and pProsuel

’:’3

to a service., Economiec limite had proe

\J

P

hibited seversl families from sttending services in
Pocatello more than vtwice & month, Lhis applied pare
ticularly to famili@ﬁ?n the thres preaching stebion
regions, ©oda Springs, Burley and Ideho Falls,
Unfortunately, not all the gosls &f the preaching
station concept were veached., Only rarely would a
progpect stbend a service ian the oultlying sress and
in some cases bhe specisl services led to families
driving to Pocatello even less than before.
Iverything seemed to be golng well for Hope of
the Valley but by humsn stendards things were nob.

“1though on paper 1982

of growth wivh five adult confirmsetions and an average

Sunday School attendsnce of 110, the

endance wes only 24, Growth was clesrly slow. Growe

[ R 4 - N T 3
10g L8 y migsicn could

survive the
Concern over sion was expressed

rthur Volario in



a letter dated August 31,1982s "We have had %o deal

Hops of the

A e ¥ " e g e g L. : [ S U, SR . B,
Valley and the status beidy continus,

n

This guote from Proceedings, %5vd Biennisl Convention,

Pacific Northwest Distrlcs,1982,0ffers insight into
the status of Tthe Pocatello mission at that time:

3 r'l 2 C S . S e [ U W T e gy E e ey £ wey s hy RSN £
"ihie astetion under Fastor Peters remains under the

close scrutiny of the GBHIL. The district board has

heen asked by the
chis field and seriously consider the withdrawal of
nigaion status and subsidy from this station and
report back in fall,”

In October,1982, Hove of the Valley learned from
the GBIM that the reruest for planning subthority
had besn deferred until the GBHEM's next meebing in
Februsry, 1983, That February 7 meeting of the GRHY

ealt a serious blow
church, Mission stabtus and manpower had been withe
drawn.
Very little wag granted by the GBHM +thisg time, There
were about 12 manpower requests,2 were granted and both
to the 5. 4, Digbrict,"

.

With subsidy cut off it was & matter of time be
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continue hoving services with a vacancy pastor (Pastor

Peters wes scon to be on Way tTo BDend,0rs,., where

he wasg installed June 19.) Services were to be held
once a month at the Grace Behool basement,

By thig time church attendsnce had dropped conside-
erably. Yor exomple, on March 6,1983% there were 18 in

»

attendance in Pocabtello and 6 at the

3

Falls, Two familiss in Hazelton had

returned
to their Fformer Missourl ®ynod churchy s family in

American Falls 2 memnber Trom
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Burley had umoved to Wisconsin.

Before Tastor Peters left for Bend,0re., ths chu

lesrned f

to continue gending to serve in

g CcCOmmUNion SerVice,

Goehring, and John Henning of Sent,Wa, Ths DMB at thatb

time algo menticned sebting up video

A Tector which led to She eventual

the buswness world, 1n

May,19863%, Bueyrus-Erle anncunced it was sghutting doun

Betwaen Mey and Au 198% two more fomilies

had left the church in Ppky; the Walters family moved

!

back to Wiscongin shortly after B-E's ¢losing; another



Synod church

najority wers from

i. 4o

8 Were beou

4 I R o s, ] oy RN,
viees were conducted

in ddaho Talls but vhen even more Temilies moved outb

10 ares these gservigces snded snd soon e church

of the VYalley

raspond that Gog WLt of

the Wiscounsin ~ynod in Pocab

[TV

time. Bub frowm a humsn standy

should bes considered,

One polnt dg thet Focatello never grew as expechbed,

s 3 L)

Bucyrus~brie felled to live up to dts projected growbh.

5

ed To eventually hire 3400 surloyees,

i

Wnile it ewxpec

-

rojectlon.

it never hired more than 1700, hall of its

met 1ts

only

46,000 now live in the gateway to the northwest.When
Bl pulled out theres went with it o vital orien for

[T T S S B PR IS S P e 1Y LR %
L CANY and 1or Tosg oocsmn elloc churche.

th vercentage of Morwmons in Pocotello

sre LDS

~TIONG, even

by membership, are so caupht up in the soclal sctive
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That is where final smervieces were held after
interegt in Poecabelleo declined.

Tod sy the remnants of Hope of the Valley ave faw,

The physical remm

+/ e

nte - hymnals,cendles, durlicsbing

»

machine - arve located in & shed near a chicken coop

in firie,Idaho. The people of the WELS in the area

Hope of the Vallev dis buried but buried ag 8 treasur

with grest valne to Those who gathered for worship,

b ) rad 13 4 $ 4 L. o
for the sscraments, for growbh in the Vhrigtian Faith,

So long as M rmonism

will remain an importent migsion Tield within our
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