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One of the many blessed fruits of the Reformation was the revival of the ine
terest in and necessity of Confessions, It had baen dead for centuries. In 1530, in
the days of Luther, the Augsburg Confession was presented at the Diet of Augsburg. It
was an objective presentation of the Christian faith genbering around justification by
faith alona, It still is thes outstanding Confession of the Lutheran Church, Melanchthon
sought to alter it in order Yo bring it in greater conformity with the Church of Rome
and the Reformed doctrine. His altered confession is known as the Variata of 15L0,

Pope Paul TII sought to extirpate the Lutheran herasy. To countsr his endbavor, the
Iutherans met at Schmalkalden in 153k to formilate their own ore and te form a defen-
sive league, The Smalcald Articles are the work of Luther in the maln, especially his
statement on the system of the Papscy as being the Antichrist. The Romanists were quick
to point out the differences between the statements of the conservative Lutherans and
those of Melanchthon, After the death of Luther in 1546, the confsssional storm broke
over the Lutheran Church. Practically all of southern Germany was regained by the Church
of Rome and the Emperor Charles V., Transubsbantiation and the Seven Sacraments were
widely accepted within Protestant zireles, also in sections of norihern Germany. MNelan-
chthon favored the concessions to Rome and the Reformed, In the Leipzig Interim of 1548,
two years after Luther's death, the compromise of justification by faith and works was
agreed upon., The clergy was pledged to obey the pope and the Seven Sacraments were rein-
troduced. Because of Melanchthon's compromises; much dissension arose within Lutheran
circles. Flacius, a young professor at the University of Wittenberg became '

L

one of ths
main opponents of Melanchthon. The followers of Melanchthon were known as FPhilippists.,

In 1567, Jacob Andreae was asked to draw up a confession which should sstablis
peace within the Lutheran camp. He formulated articles of faith., They wsre revissd in
Bergen by Martin Chemnitz. This confession became kaown as the Solid Declaration. Andreas
added an Epitome to it. Both were embodied in the Book of Concord, In the Epitome,
Andreae also presents the state of controversy, both the affirmed doctrine and ths rejssi-
ed heresy. It was signed by three elsctors, sixteen princes, thirty-cizht cities an
eight thoutand clergymen., Whils the Aaasburg Confession is the objsctive pressniaiiors

of Christian doctr;neg the Formula of Concord deals with the subsequent controvsrsies,

The signatures to the Formula of Concord were oiven in 1577. Andreae 2lso wrobs a

Preface to the Formula of Concord. In 1580, all of the Confessions of the Lubheran Churche
the three ecumenical creeds; the Apostolic, Nicene and Athanasian Creeds; the unaltered
Augsburg Confession and its Apology; Lutheris Large and Small Catechism; the Smalcald
Articles and the Formula of Concord, were published in ths Book of Concord, It appearsd
in print on June 25, 1580, just fifty vears after the presentation of the Augsbo:
fession in 1530. It was a German edition, A Latin editio PEteks
158L. Herewith we have presenbed an epltome of the history
Concord since the days of Augsburg, Now we should like to pre
detail, some of the events and controversies vhat lad up to the b
also sketch some of the forerunners and leading characters of
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a Savior, It also serves as a curb. (Riegel), preventing the coarse outbreak of sin and
helps to preserve order and decency in this worlce It also serves as a rule (Regel),
guiding us that we willingly do according:to God's commandments, I% also serves as a
rule for the regenerate, who still need the Law because of their 0ld Adam, Law and
Gospel are thus clearly distinguished and also justificabion and sanctification,

Christ!'s Descent into Hell had also become a controversial issue. Luther taught
that Christ descended into hell to show his victory over the Devil, nol to atone for man
in suffering the tortures of hell., This He had done on the Cross and expressed it with
His: "My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Aepinus, a student of Luther and later pastor
in Hamburg, had taught that Christ descended intc hell to suffer its tortures and to atene
for our sins, He did this while the body was lying in the grave, PFor him it was the

last step of Christ's humiliation, In Article IX of the Formula of Concord, this false

doctrine was dealt with,

The biblical teaching or Predestinatiocn is set forth in Article X1 of the Fore
rula of Concord. This doctrine was not in controversy, but not all used the same
phraseology. It was deemed wise to insert the correct teaching. There was dissension,
however, on this doctrine in the ranks of the Reformed, Not all aﬂcented the herribls
and crude double election of Calvin unto salvation and damnation and irresistible grace,
Others tried to explain it by a different conduct of man, by a grester and lesser resige
tance etc, The Lutheran Church upholds the teuching that God has elected those, who shall
be saved, but also teaches ‘universal grace, od did not predestinate untc damnation,

The Gospel is offered to all mankind, If any are lost, it is their own fault, The Cal=
vinists are separated into two distinct camps. The Supralapsarians claim that God has
created some unto salvation and others unto damnstion, The 4tnfralapsarians say: God has
permitted man to fall., The Arminians claim that the decree of redemption precedes the .
decree of election. God foresaw the fall of the individual, who peogsessed free will and
the power to accept or reject grace, The Formula of Concord upholds the sola gratla and
gratia universalis, making grace the only cause of man's salvation and the evil will of
man the sole cause of his damnation.,. This election iz ons of grace and only extends

over the children of God, not over the wicked. The vessels of grace and mercy are pre-
pared by God alone, those of damnation by man alone, Article II of the Formula of Con-
cord deals with Original Sin and Free Will, There is no conflict between Articles II and
XTI, Grace is the sole cause of salvation and is intended for all., It remains a myshery,
which we cannot explain, one which we accept, Only heaven will solve the mystery for us:
cur alii prae aliis., Luther had expressed himself on Predestination also in his De Servo
Arbitrio, Since the Lutherans wanted a clear statement on Predestination, Article XI was
formulated, The Formula of Concord merely cenfirms its agreement with +ha soriplural )
teaching of Luther on this subject, Other heresies were also dealt with such as the Ana=
baptists and the Antitrinitarians (Socinus), Schwenkfeldt and others, The Lubheran
Church sought a clear and scriptural symbolical statement over against all of the heresiss
that troubled the Church after the days of Luthsr. Its aim was to retain the precious
heritage of the Reformation for later ronwratlonsm In this light, we must{ view the Fore
mla of Concord above all,

A zeal for purity and unity in doctirine and practice can surely be ascribed to
the Lutherans of the 16th century after the death of the Reformer, Flacius and Amsdorf
made several overtures of peace to Melanchthon, but he felt that they were merely criti-
cising and even slandering him, when they could not °nd would not follew him in his com-
promising the truth of the Gospel. In his Alterec Augsburg Confession of 1540, Melanch-
thon revealed his inner stand and s=21f., The Philippists followed him, but the conservative
Lutherans refused to go along. In 1567, Andreae was asked to draw up a formula for peace
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within the Lutheran Church., He formulated Eleven Articles, They were revised by
Chemnitz. In 1576, a meetlng was held at Torgau, at which Andreae, Chemnitz, Silenecker,
and Chytraeus were present. Chytraeus was a pupil of Luther and later on professor at
Rostock in Mecklenburg. He was a pillar of faith in Rostock and was also viewed as one

of the last Fathers of the Lutheran Church, He was also called the theological oracle

of his time. These men formulated the Torgau Book of Faith of 176, The final formulation
was made at Kloster Bergen near Magdeburg., It is really the Solid Declaration of the
Formula of Concord, of which Andreae is the author. To this he added an Epitome.  Martin
Chemnitz gave both the finishing touch with his revision., Both the Solid Declaration and
the Epitome were ready for publication and acceptance in 1577. The Solid Declaration
offers an objeatlve prrqpntntmo" o” the uhrlqtlan dortrlnp, the Jpztowc adds the "+at( of

’“2- ‘hP S"VLpt’”P" weTs “ﬂL doyn as the onlj rule of do:urilc 1nd rractlcc,

The first ones to sign the Formula of Concord were ths theologians Andreae,
Chemnitz, Selnecker and Chy%rasus, They signed with the following declaraltion and pledge:
"Since now in the sight of God and of all Shristendom, we wish to testify to thoss now
‘living and those who shall come after us that this declaration herewith presented concern-
ing all the controvertsd articles afore mentioned and explained and no other is our faith,
doctrine and confession, in which we are also willing by God's grace, to appear with in-
trepid hearts befors the judgment ssab of Jesus Christ and give account of it and that we
will neither privately nor publicly spesk or write anything contrary to it, but by the help
of God's grace inténd to abide thereby: therefore after maturs deli bration we have in
God's fear and with the invocation of His name attached our signaturss with our own hands,"

The Formula of Concord was not orly signed by these outstanding uuthpran theo=
logians and plllarg of the Lutheran faith, but also by thres electors, sixteen bishops,
th’rty—?lve ities and eight thousand cl rsgmm*. The territorles that were ovarwhelm-
ingly ualVlnlStiC, such as the Pfalz and Heidelberg, did not acsept the Formula of Concord,
In Sweden and Denmark, Frederick issued an sdict forbidding the publication of the For-
mula of Concord in his realm, His sister, the wife of the I loctor of Saxony sent him a
copy of the Formula, which he promptly cast into the fire,

The Formula of Concord is not a new confession in the strict sense of the word,
Its object was to explain the old symbols of the Lutheran Church, Whoever accepts the
other symbols fully including the Augsburg Confession, will also accept the Formula of
Concord, Itc framers made it unmistakeably clear that they did not wish to depart a
finger's bre:dth from the old Confessions and especially not from the Augsburg Confess-
ion, The Formula of Concord is a true reaffirmation of true Lutheranism.  Luther was
regarded by the authors of this Confession as the God-given Reformer and Tsacher of the
Lutheran Church, for them he also was the highest authority, not Melanchthon, They wante
ed to vindicate and restore the teachings of Luther, whom they accepted as a faithful in-
terpreter of Scriptures. Some have tried to claim that the Formula of Concord is a com=
promise between Luther and Melanchthon. It is not, The Formula of Concord gave the vice
tory to Luther and not to Melanchthon and the errorists. It was the aim of the writer: of
the Formula of Concord to establish peace and unity within the Lutheran Church, but never
Dy compromising the truth of the Bible and Luther's doctrine. The Bible, for them, was
the sole rule of faith and Luther was viewed as its greatest expounder and interpreter,
They also stated emphatically that their teachings wers in full harmony with the Bible
and the Augsburg Confession, : '
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It has been asserted that the Formula of Concord has harmed the cause of lubtheran-
ism, driving many into the Calvinistiz camp., Such views expressed by avowsd unior
who are indifferent to purity of doctrine, who seek large numbers in their fold rather
than pure doctrine, for whom quantity is more important than quality. In truth it is
error that,causes dissension and separation, while the divine truth 1s & unifying power,
yet never at the expense of the truth, Msny controversies within the lutheran Church
were settled by the Formula of Concord, It did not drive the Imtherans into the Calvin-
istic camp, but rather separated the trne Lutherans from the masked Calvinists or Crypto-
Calvinists, By stating thz truth both in thesis and antithesis, the pure doctrine was
brought out very clearly and no one could hide behind the formal word as do 50 many also
in our day, when they purport to teach, defend and uphold the truth, while in reality
they have departed from it., Whatever the Iutheran Church lost in numbers, it gained in
unity and firmness. A union between the Luthsran and the Reformed Chursh as it was en-
visivned by the Philippists was indeed foiled, If sver a union between these two churches
could take place, it could only be by a full acceptance of the Formula of Concord. Only
Egustcozld a CGod-pleasing unity be effected, Everything else would be 3 compromise of

e truth.
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It has been and still is being claimed by many Lutherans that no additional
Lutheran Confession was necessary after the Augsburg Confession, The Lutheran Church,
however, was in danger of drifting apart, Many errorists rejected the old doctrines. If
purity of doctrine was to be preserved, it could not be transformed inteo a body aligned
with unionistic and Reformed church bodies, who are all of a different spirit as futher
had already told Zwingli. The Formula of Concord not only separated the Lutheran Church
from the Romanists, but also from the Zwinglians and Crypto-Calvinists, Many Lutherans
in our day are willing to subscribe to the Augsburg Confession, vet with their own mental
reservations about some of its doctrines, They reject the Formula of Concord as being too
eﬁtrema, demanding and exclusive, Unionisis and errorists to this day reject the Formula
of Concord,

The dpctrinal content of the Formula of Concord is the unadulterated, infallible
Word of God and cannot be refuted, The statement of controversy irritates and angers the
assailant. All doctrinal statements of our day ought to express the state of gontrovarsy
very clearly, so that the errorists cannot hide behind the wording, claim that they are
orthodox, while in reality they interpret the wording to suit themselves, If our Iytheran
Church is to preserve pure doctrine, it will have to be guided by the principles of the
men that formulated the Formula of Concord, May our Lutheran Church never give up the
Formula of Goncord as its symbol of faith, since it is a clear exposition of the doctrines
of Seriptures, If the observance of its LOOth anniversary is to haves any real meaning to
us, let us too be on our guard that errorists and unionists do not take over in our midst.
Walther, following in the words of Luther, orce said: "As much as we love %the Gospel,
let us watch our seminaries!"™ Alas, how true was not his warning! Let us not throw stones,
think and say that we are different and better than others. Our own attempt to reviss the
wording of Luthar's Small Catechism should open our eyes as to the dangers of losing this
very truth in our own midst, Only by a consecrated searching of Seriptures and abiding
by the truth shall we be able to zontinue as a true Lutheran Church and not deteriorats
into one in name oply, God grant it!





