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IhE BInlH OF KEWTLE MORAINE LUTHErAN HIGH SCHOOL

AND IHE DEVELOPMENY OF IS CUKRRICU LUM

How wonderful it 1s to see our Lord at work in His kingdom.
Those associated with Kettle Moraline Lutheran High School in
Jackson, Wisconéin, certainly know of God's "incomparably great
power for us who belleve. That power 1s like the working of his
mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he ralsed him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand 1n the heavenly
realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominilon,
and every title that can be given, not only in the present age
but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church
{(Bph. 1:19-22)." By God's strength in Christ Kettle Moraine
Lutheran High School has been a significant part of His kingdom
for thirteen years.

The power of God's kingdom in the hearts of His believers in
Ozaukee and Washington Counties was particularily apparent back
in 1973. After a year of vicaring I know how difficult it is to
get people to come to meetings of any kind. How happy those people
must have been at the first informational meeting to consider
starting an area Lutheran high school to see eighteen interested
men in attendance., 'That meeting at Our Savior's Lutheran Church
In Grafton was small in comparison to a meeting at David's Star
Evangellcal Lutheran Church in Jackson only a month later. Could

those orlginal elghteen men have ever been ready to see 150 enthu-



slastic Christians at thelr mass wmeeting on March 25? The

regults of a potential student survey given at thls meeting were
extremely encouraging. They "showed 2725 children in 18 area
congregations are between the ages of 0-13 (future potential) with
1000 of these attending Christian Day schools and 65-85 students a
year would be interested in an area Lutheran high school." The
enthusiasm of this group was evident when they authorized a study
committee of about 30 men to research the feaslbility of an area
Lutheran high school north of Milwaukee County. Acdording to the
May 15 minutes, Pastor Herbert Winterstein, temporary presildent of
the federation, opened a checking account with $68.50 left from
the March meeting in the name of Kettle Moraine Lutheran High
School, This.was the first.mention of the school's name in the
minutes.

There was no dawdling durlng this flrst year. At this same
meeting in March,by consensus of opinlon,the general purpose of
the high school was put in writing as "to make available a Chris-
tian education on the secondary level to all children in our area
congregations." The study committee was also split up into varilous
subcommittees:’ temporary sltes and facllitles, permanent site,
permanent facilitles, constitution and legal, membership and pub-
licity, and finance. Already, on October 21,a resolution was passed
"that, God-willlng, we start an area Lutheran high school in the
fall of 1974 . . . " The calling of a principal began on Nov.

19 when Pastor James Westendorf was sent a call. An enrollment
and recrultment committee was added as well., By Nov. 20 posters,
letter heads, and envelopes had been prepared for publicity.

In January, 1974, Pastor Winterstein encouraged, "Our graclous



and all-merciful Father in heaven has granted us the strength and
courage to take steps to begin a high school in this area where
his Word will be taught daily and our youth can be led to the
green pastures and still waters of their Good Shepherd." A

month later he resigned from hls office as president because he
had accepted a mission call to Japan. Although hils absence would
be felt, one can probably see 1In thils the Lord's will for Kettle
Moraiﬁe Lutheran High School. Two pastors and one layman were
nominated to replace Pastor Wintersteln,and Mr. Richﬁrd Tharman,
a West Bend industrial buyer, was elected on the first ballot.
This was a large step In the direction of an area Lutheran high
school in which the laity had a strong voice. Unfortunately, we
willl soon see that this move was too late to save a great deal of
trouble. Of course, there 1s no way for me to document this, but
I believe by this time the seed had already been planted that
would make a preministérial tract a must for the high séhool
curriculum. I would tend to belleve that thls seed was planted
by Pastor Winterstein and his fellow area pastors. The necessity
of the preministerial tract wound up In the constltution and once
there, no matter how expensive or how little interest there was
for this tract, 1t couldn't be removed from the curriculum.

On February 2l, all the subcommittees were reallgned as fol-
lows: site and facilities, curriculum, recruiltment, publicity,
constitution, and stewardship. After a full year of progress,
complete with a rich measure of God's blessings,as well as all
arrows polnting in the directlon of a Fall 1974 opening, one
might have expected enthusiasm high for the Federatlon's second

mass meeting. There are many different ways one can see the



difference between God's falthfulness and man's unfaithfulness

in this world and one such example was seeing only 67 people at
this March 2l meeting compared to the 150 people at the meeting
one year before.

The Lord continued his falthfulness in splte of thls as ten
days later the council of Christ Lutheran Church (ALC) in Jackson
offered the use of a portion of their facilities for a reasonable
price ($200-300/month). After a half dozen unsuccessful calls
for a principals the curriculum committee called a m&tion on June
17 that an acting principal on a temporary basis be called simply
to work during regular school days and regular school hours.

After another two calls,Mr. Carl Hatzke filled that position.
About the same time, r. James Fenske was gilven the call for per-
manent principalship but was glven the option to walt until the
semester break to take up his responsibilities. Perhaps a motlon
of faith, it had already been decided at the July 9th meeting that
the school would be opened on September 3, 1974, even though it
was the middle of August before Mr, Natzke accepted his call. In
the meantiine, Mr. Fenske had accepted his call and was Installed

on November 3. That belng two months after school opened;the
curriculum committee was wise in opting for an acting principal.
Another wise move was the recommendation to use local talent as
part-time teachers. Four part-time teachers joined Mr. Natzke

and later Mr., Fenske that first year: Rev. bale Arndt, Mr. James
Becker, hev. Paul Pankow, and Mrs. Karen Pautz. I belleve this
idea could have been used to great advantage later in the school's
history to add more class selectlons sooner. These six teachers
had theif hands full teaching 9th and 10th grades which amounted to

35 students.



My first experience with Kettle idoraine Lutheran High School
was an embarrassing one. The high school sponsored an area spell-
ing bee for parochial school eighth graders In which I took part.
In describing the rules, Frincipal Fenske told us he would give a
definition for homonyms. 'For instance," he said, "I'm a principal
and that's spelled P-HEwI-N-C~I-P-A-L because I'm a prince of a
pal." Then he chose me to get the first word, typhoon, and I
spelléd 1t wrong. I had to proceed to the back of the room
through over 50 other students who hadn't even been ésked a word
yet. I'm thankful that T did better on my admissioh tests or I
would never have become a student at Kettle Morailne.

- As a student at Kettle Morainey I had very little knowledge of
what was going on behind the scenes. Perhaps this is somewhat
after the fact, but I must commend especlally the faculty for
making everything look like 1t was running smoothly when actu-
ally we were all on a rough ride. If I had any idea how many
hours were put in by both Board and Faculty members during those
first years I mlght have been far more appreciative. That's prob-
ably true of most if not all of the students of that time. I
look back with a bit of embarrassment at some of the complaints
that were made., One complaint in particular has stuck in my mind
all these years about which the rest of thils paper will be con-
cerned., Often I would hear fellow students gripe, "This school
doesn't offer classes that I want or need for the futurel'" Was
theirs a valid complaint?

Unfortunately, I believe this complaint was valid for a few.
There were more than likely a few students at Kettle Moraine who
didn't belong there. Why? Kettle ioraine simply didn't have what

they needed for the future. I remember quite clearly one of my



classmates failing out of Kettle iloraine and enrolling at one of
the West Bend public high schools. Soon rumors were floating back
to the students at Kettle doraine that he was getting A's at West
Bend. My immediate thought was how poor an education people must
be getting at these public high schools. I was wrong in my eval-
uation. At that hilgh school this student was able to take classes
like Shop and Small Fngines. He wasn't a college bound student
and needed such classes to begin a career after high school. Why
was he sent to Kettle Moraline? Perhaps his parents had read an
article in the paper 1llke this one found in the West Bend News
early in 1976, "Kettle Moraine Lutﬁeran High School was founded
with the objective of offering a Christ-centered secondary edu=-
cation to WELS and ELS young people in the Jackson area. It
enables students to take the first steps in prepdring for God-
pleasing lay occupations or full-time work in the kingdom of God."
If this article had been written in a 1986 newspaper it would have
been entirely true. In 1976,n0 more could be said than what Mr.
Tharman was quoted in the newspaper as saying in 1974, "With a
modest beginning and a small student body, a limited curriculum
is being offered presently. IExpansion will come in the future
with larger enrollments."

When a student reglstered and recelved hils handbook he or
she could read the purpose of Kettle iMoraine: "KMLHS was estab-
lished to provide a truly Christian centered educatlion to our
youth at the secondary level, Our curriculum is designed to pre-
pare our youth to be dedicated Christian laymen. In addition, an
acadenic program ls available for those who wish to continue thelr
education at our synodical schools to prepare for the preachilng

and teaching ministry." Why was it put thils way? The federation's



constitutlion reads: "Ulhe curriculum shall be deslgned to enable
graduates to lead frultful, God-pleasing lives in any God-pleasing
profession or trade, to prepare for the church's ministry, or to
enter any secular institution of higher learning." The statement
of purpose in the handbook certainly seeins to highlight the idea of
training for lay occupatlons and treats training for church work
as something in addition--a side light of sorts. The constitutlon
treats all three ldeas stated equally, although the lay occupatibn
is mentioned first and might be consldered stressed.‘ But in prac-
tice, training for lay occupations was not highlighted nof was
training for work in the church treated as something in addition.
A handwritten memo from 1981='82 shows this to be the case, written
by Mr. Taylor who started teaching at KMLHS in the Fall of 1979.
He observed that the foriegn language curriculum instituted pri-
marily for the preministerlial tract was staffed by the equivalent
of one full-time teacher. He questioned the validity‘of retain-
ing such "a program that serves only L% of our student popula-
tion as opposed to other programs (such as industrial arts) that
would likely serve upwards of 20% of our student body." In a list
of recommendations to the WELS Commission on Higher Education 1t
was stated, "From our own experience here at Kettle Moraine Luth-
eran it 1s costing us approximately $800.00 more to educate a pre-
ministerial student for the 1980-'81 term" principally because of
the languagk jcourses required, Tultion was considerably less when
I attended from 1975-'79 so the margin may have been even greater
then. Those taking the preministerial tract were getting quite a
deal with special attentlon at an inexpensive price. 'The other

students at Kettle Moraine were helping fund our education.



Furthermore, various advertisements gave the impression that
Kettle Moralne was ready to replace the need for public high schools.,
For instance, one article read, "September of 197l was the date
ained for by the study commlctee for our Christian high school to
open since we have no time to lose in providing an opportunity
to combat the secularism, materlalism, and humanism reigning in
public high schools." After hearing such an attack the area pub-
lic high schbols could have easily drawn half of our students
away simply by listing their course offerings next té those of
Kettle Morainé. An early survey taken seemed to imply that Ket-
tle bMoraine could meet the needs of all 2725 children in the 18
area congregatlions as it stated, "65-85 students a year would be
Interested 1n an area Lutheran high school.”

Finally, one last item that seemed 1eés than accurate was a
curriculum list from 1974. In parantheses under arts and crafts
was listed Shop and Home Fec. Home Ec. wasn't offered for another
couple years and Shop was filrst offered in 1986. With the level
of misrepresentation that occurred during those first years,one
could expect complaints about the courses offered.

However, in the light of the fact that everything possible
was belng done during these first years to‘expand the curriculum,
this complaint was inexusable. One only has to take a glance at
the scope of the Faculty-Curriculum Committee's work to see why
the curriculum wasn't looked into as much as it probably should
have. This commlittee was lnvolved wlth the approval of additions
or deletions to the curriculum, as suggested by the principal and
faculty, an ongoing-curriculum evaluation, classroom visitation,

conslderation of staffing needs, evaluation of faculty self study,



llaison between faculty and board of regents on matters relating
to grievances, salary, etc. When you consider that it took eight
different calls to find their first teacher and that 1in the first
three years the staff was expanded from 1 full-time teacher and
four part-time teachers to seven full-time teachers and two part-
tlme teachers one can easlly recognize what thils committee was
busiest with. Besides thatyadditions and deletions were to be
suggested by the principal and the faculty. The principal was
extremely busy with administration. Adminlstration responsibll-
ities arose quickly. Already on Sept. 23, 1974, only 20 days
after the first school year began, 1t was resolved to add $75,000.00
to the budget for a land purchase. Forty-elght acres were pur-
~chased by March 1975. Less than a year later a goal of $800,000.00
in cash and commitfments was set over a three year period for a
new bullding. DNor could the rest of the faculty put much thought
into revising the curriculum. To insure the quality of their
education some established Lutheran High Schools considered five
classes per day a maximum teaching load. Most of the teachers at
Kettle Moraine were teaching seven classes a day without consid-
ering study hall supervlision or other responsibilities. For
instance, in. 1977, Mr., Hichard Sievert had only one hour per day
free to be the student body Guilidance Counselor.

In the face of all thig, there were still additlons made to the
curriculum that students could easily take for granted. In Janu-
ary of 1975, a typlng course was added for 10th grade during the
second semester. On May 13, 1975, the AAL Lutheran High School
Support System gave funds to establish courses in Algebra II,

Chemistry, Home Economics, and Drafting. Mrs. Paul Nitz, who



began teaching in 1975, when faced with not having to teach Home
Ec. IT because of lack of interest decided to teach a Home Tec.
course for Junlor and Senior boys rather than‘take an extra lib-
rary perilod,

A practical policy was set down on Nov., 15, 1976, that fif-
teen students are the minimum number of students offered a given
course. Those with less would have to be approved by the Executive
Board. Any classes smaller than fifteén would be considered
exceptional cases. I found it somewhat ironic that 1n June of
1976, before this policy was set, Arts and Crafts Courses were
dropped as well as Home Economlics II because of low attendance.
However, after this policy was set, in June of 1977 Latin IIT with
only four students and German II with only five students were kept
in the curriculum because the "manpower was available" and "some
of the courses must be offered to fulfill the requirement of the
three-~track curriculum as required by the constitution." The
minimum enrollment per class policy was enstated to make the best
use of _avallable faeulty. To keep these two classes because man-
péwer was avallable seems somewhat contradictory. When the classes
were dropped in 1976 the students were told to take correspondence
courses 1f they were still interested. Why couldn't the same
thing have been done for German II and Latin III in 1977? From
personal experience, I know that this was a realistic possibility.
That same year I took Latin II by correspondence through the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Extension. I found thls very enjoyable and
recelved a B+ for the course. The only setback was the fact that
it took longer to finlsh because I wasn't monitored at all. I
believe a system of lightly monitored correspondence courses for

those classes with under fifteen students would have been quite

successful and would have freed up teachers for other classes.



The minimum enrollment per class policy could have easily weeded
out the impractical classes and left room for more popular
classes. In many cases, especlally in the case of Latin III and
IV, 1t was never recognized.

The need for additional courses was recogunlzed, especlally
for the general track,by the Faculty-Curriculum Committee on
March 13, 1978. It seemed that 1t was no longer feasible to
plan t he curriculum on a year-to-year basis. Significantly,
it was stated that need for the course must be consiaered every
bit as much as cost. The commlittee recommended on April 3 that
courses be added according to the prilority list as determined by
the results of a follow-up faculty poll. The students also took
this poll and the results which came out on April 26 had General
Shop heading the list. The list continued with Driver's Ed.,
Earth Science, Spanish 1-2, Art (practical), General Business,
etc. As important as all of thils sounded, a report stated simply
that very few additional classes of any kind could be offered
wlthout additional staffing and space. Thls was stated when
already in the new building with a staff of eleven members. The
teachers were still burdened with six classes per day and L.5
preparations compared to the proper five classes and three pre-
parations. The building set up for 200+ students had already,
In its first year of use, 205 students attending.

In the 1977~'78 annual report of the Faculty-Curriculum
Commlttee the 1little that was done toward curriculum develop-
ment 1s esasily recognlzed. '"Pastor Eehling, the Religlon Depart-
ment Head, presented his 1deas for our keligion curriculum. The
emphasis of the curriculum is not only doctrine, but also to pro-

mote sanctification in the lives of our students that with the



Holy Spirit's influence, they may be led to take an active role
in the activities of thelr respective congregatlions as mature
Christians. At present, no further recommendations have been
made as to additional curciculum development, although both stu-
dents and faculty have been surveyed to determine which courses
are necessary to offer a more balanced and complete curriculum."
Great concern was also expressed conéerning the inadequate Phy-
sical Educatlon program and a plea was made for their own gym-
nasium facility soon. Once again most of the curricﬁlum commit-
tee's time was spent on staffing needs.

Due to a budgetary problem in 1979 the curriculum actually
suffered a setback. It was resolved that for the 1979-'80 school
year Phy. Ed. 10, Treble Cholr and Boys Home Ec. be dropped. To
keep the four-track curriculum in tact provisions were made to
keep Drafting II, Advanced Math, Latin III-iV, and German II. It
was adopted that these classes be taught by correspondence and
the price be underwritten to a maximum of 50% by KML. On the
other hand, in the midst of this setback, the Curriculum Com-
mittee kept moving ahead. It was at this time that the positilon
of Band Man was brought up to relleve Mr. Jerome Kieselhorst so
he could teach another class and to develop grade school band pro-
grams. ‘This has helped tremendously in Kettle MHoraine's recrult-
ment efforts and has cost the school very little since most of 1t
is paid for through the cost of the lessons given. Incidentally,
T have been told that Latin III-IV was taught anyway during 1979-
180 because Pastor koger Kobleske had the time. Whatever the-caée,
by May 21, 1979, it was moved and passed that the fees for the

above courses taken by correspondence be completely underwritten



by the school. On May 22, the Faculty-Curriculum Committee added
to its long list of duties the developing of job descriptions
for the entire édministrative team.

On February 18, 1980, the Faculty-Curriculum received a new
name--Educational Programs Committee. With the new name came the
same old problems. A new building program was in the works wilth
additional responsibilities for the principal that threatened to
take him out of the classroom entirely. Groundbreaking was
already set for March 22. In the méantime the entire Phy. Ed.
program had to be dropped so the expanding Home Ec. Department
could use the room originally bullt for it. Too many faculty
members still had to teach seven periods a day. There was need
for additional instructors for Phy. Ed., Business Ed., Industrial
Arts, and foreign languages. With these many needs I don't under-
stand why the Educational Programs Committee chose to only under-
score the importance of contlnuing to call for a foreign language
instructor. They even felt that a possible deficit in the budget
fro 1980-'81 should not be a reason for not obtaining this needed
instructor. '"Not to call would represent a declided step backward
in our attempt to alleviate the problem of excessive classloads
for our instructors and administrative personnel." It was felt
that the following courses must be covered according to a Nov.

12, 1979, Faculty-Curriculum Committee keport: Latin II, Latin
ITI-IV, perhaps German I, and German II. This wasn't sald about
the other areas of the Curriculum although an additlonal instruc-
tor in any one of these areas would have relleved the overburdened
staff. If only the preministerial tract hadn't been so permanent.

The fgeneral tract was also set down by the constitution but one



wonders if it was being done justice without proper Business
Education and without any ?Phy. Zd. or Industrial Arts. Perhaps
this is part of the reason why 1t was noclced in February of
1981 that some brothers and sisters of students at KMLHS would
not be entering the ninth grade the next year. No reason 1s
given in the minutes.

About this time in the minutes I found a number of hand-
written recommendations that were tabled. They suggested the
gall of one additional staff member in the area of fndustrial
Arts who would teach Drafting and Math, but whose major respon-
sibllity would be to plan and implement the development of an
Industrial Arts program for Kettle Moralne. It also suggested
a four-year phasing out or restructuring of the forelgn language
department. Perhaps this was what prompted the followlng state-
ment in the KMLHS Digest in 1982, '"Areas where we feel a need to
improve our curriculum are the addition of elective courses in
the areas of computer studies, industrial arts, and specialized,
in-depth academic courses. There 1s also a great need for reme-
dial programs to help the less gifted students at KMLHS. The
financial situation has not allowed us to make these additlons.
But we feel they are real needs, and we want to meet these needs
as soon as we are able."

Ihen begins a great deal of improvement for the curriculum.
In September 1982, an Apple II microcomputer was purchased uti-
lizing funds received from AAL. This was the initlal phase in
the inception of a full computer education program for KMLHS.

In a 1983-'8l Attrition Analysis report 1t was dlscovered

that there was a total of 18 students who left KIMLHS after thelr



freshman year prior to the 1983-'8lL school year compared to the
regular five. Nine went to public schools in the area. Only one
had left becsuse of curriculum problems. I wonder how many poten-
tial students never started because of curriculum problems.

There 1s no way of knowing this, but then 18 students leaving was
disturbing enough.

In 1985 a computer course was added which was immediately
filled to capacity. The funding for materials came through the
AAL Lutheran High School Enrichment Program, donations, and
course fees. In 1986, a Technlcal Education Program was started
with Shop and Small Engines. In the Fall of 1987 classes for
Electricity and Electronics will be added. The ironic twist
about this is that Mr. Fenske who was with Kettle lMoraine from
the first year of its existance 1s teaching these Tech. Ed.
classes. Just like the computer class these classes are paying
for themselves.

Could these important classes of the general tract for this
area Lutheran high school have been offered earlier? One can see
from this paper that the necessity for the foriegn languages and
the preministerial tract got in the way of progress several times.
This seems even more lronic with Northwestern Prep only an hour
away. Another problem that continually arose was the financial
picture. When Kettle Moralne began one year after the first
organlzational meeting 1t was indeed as Mr. Fenske called 1t, a
venture of faith. As the school grew so quickly we could see the
Ldrd's blessings which filled our hearts with joy. At the same
time the devil filled our heads.with doubts. MNaturally, many
decisions were made with our heads rather than our hearts. In

the face of thls our gracious Lord has blessed Kettle lioraine with



a beautiful facility, a full faculty, and, now, an expanded cur-
riculum. I reiterate Mr. Fenske's prayer from the 197, -'75
Equestrian, "May God also glve each of us the faith, the strength,
and the dedication to utilize all of our God-given gifts and

talents to his eternal glory and for the furtherance of his

kingdom."






