WORK ON THE 1chil ILUTHE

AN HYMNAT, AS REPORTED BY THE NORTHWE

EETERN LUTHERAN

Mark To Kipfmiller
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the desire of the jJoinb synods bo have a Commitites on Publications “prepare

such additions to the j of the Book of Hyvems as seom to be
Ll
2
needed," Originally no new book was plamed and, in fach, the Synodical

been guite conbend to publish & new edition of

4
!

and litwrgleal respounsess

the Book of Hymg with eerdain additional hy

A b

The Northwesbern of 1926 further nobed that anvone who wanted to guzgesh

[}

possible additlons or corrections to the present Book of Hymg could write

Rev, He Koller Moussa of Fond du Iac before Ockober 15 of 1926,

- 4 " - gasd 3 T cmpole oo
ozl Conference was shlll debepe

In 1929, it appesrs as though the Syn

mined Lo publish only a new edibion of the old Book of Hymns, Rev,

& 32 3 g e T . 4 £ 8 o g rads o] ey B ., a0 oy g il
had died by this vear and Professor logust “leper ssems to have been glven

completed as quiekly as possible By his Wisonsin Synod before the various

syaods would convene thelr respective conferences later in the year, And

o5, N g 7 AR T3 &2 Sl 3 g

80 he requested that pastors and iteacherg of the Wiscomsin Synod send in
ELEEN 2y 5 o2 sy 2l s Y3 e ma i ey N . ot

“one or move" of those hymns whish they thought would be appropriate fop

adding to the Bock of Hymns,

When the delsgate convention of the Bvangelical Tutheran Syned of

£

Migsouri, Ohio and Other “tates meb ab River Foresb, TL, in 1929, it

the Bvangelical Tutheran Hymne-Book of 1912, Appare

“‘2

ently such 2 "reyision" ineluded the wvery resl possibiliity that 1t might

n

(and probably would) become a new book in and of itself. The convenbtlion

at River Porest also stipulated that sisber syonds of the Synodieal Con
. zale 4 N =4 ,N aod  ATIarey ” w oy sha
ference be agked to coopevale in such a hymmal project, Apparvently 1%

~e=.:

Fa

didn't take leng o realize a new hymn book was needed by the Synodical

5

Conference since, in The Nothwesbern Inbtheran of 1930, a publicetion date
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£ 1939 had already been seb for the new book, Also recognized was the
need for deliberate and careful acblion on the pard of bthe hymn book come
nittess, partieularly since, in The Northwestern's words, "our present
g
-~ 5™ - P YT SRR | P
hymoals e o mnber of years,"”

Ak s Dre Fe Plotenhaver appoinbed the
Tollowing Missouri Synod individuals 4o a H;sfmb@@k Commities: Professor
We Polack {the chairman of both this ecommibiee and the inbersynodical coms
wittee), Professor L. Fuerbwinger o U» Kalser, Professor L. Blanken-
buehler and Mr, B. Schumacher, This Missouri Synod commibiese held an organs
izational meebing in St, louis on Nov, 20, 1929, 4% the seme bime, Fres,
Bergemarm of the Wisonsin Syned appointed Professer Joim P. Meyer and Rev,

0, Hagedorn to head
Fimally, on Jan, 3, 1

meeting in Milwaukes,

position and Mp,

6

up Wisconsin'es "Comities on Hymuology and Libwrgics,”

£

30, the Inbersynodiecal Committes organized for

1973

LA 2

A%t this time, Prof, Polack received the chaivman's

Sehumacher was appointed secretary of Ul er

ﬁ'

£

1.8 inbersynodical

that Pref, Polack alwayvs undersigned

gathering, (It's inbsresting to note
any reporvs in The Northwestern, veporis which we might tlink to be the

B!

responsibility of the secrebtary), In addition to the Missourl snd Wise
congin Syneds, the Tollowing men were also present ab the Milwaukes

meebing: Rev, N,

Rew, J» Pelika

Why had the

ped? The Nortlwes

Wadson and Reve C. Anderson of the Nerweglan Syned and
T

of the Slovak Symod,

plan to only revise the original Beok of Hymns been scrap

shern is relatively silent on this poind bubt it doss give

ug a few ”ﬂﬁ

as of informatiorn.

Apparently the regnest for suggesbed chane

ges wers relatively unheeded throughout the Synod, And when a pasbor or
teacher did respond with a sugpesbed change, the original comulibec decided

that “pove of the

proposed alterations or addlitions are highly es



oo

g

8 _
or wrgent.'  The original committes decided that the proposed chanpes
could only be carried oub in a kind of "pabchwork" way and conseguently,

rédally needn't be carried oub at 21l, In the meantime, The Northweshbern

Lutheran advised its readers to contimue purchasing the Book of Hymns since

9

it would be some time befors s new hymngl appeared,
The Inbersynodical Comulttee on Hymnology procseded to carry oub ibs
asgigned task, In 1933, the reports on accepbed hymns and tunes began to

appear in The Northwestern, The Commitiee declded not te print all of

the accepted hyms, only those hymns which were albered in some respecth,

Wwere & new branslation or a completely new hymn, Quibe a few of the hymns
adopbed for the new hook wers unchanged, left in the same form asg that
which appeared in the 1912 book, During the next four years, The Northe
%‘x%'esmm contimied to publish 6 or 7 hymns in each issue, hymns which in
some way were changed or revised by the Commitles,

What sbandards did the Commitbee use when evaluating hymns for the

new book? The Commitbee used
had to be of Winbrinsic value as bo conbtent and must be disbinebively

Chyistian," Translations had to be in Lluent, idiomstic English and

sy ]

alse had to be g falthfyl vendering of the owiginal bext. The
9 3

ecompanying the selscted hymns had bo be suited bo the bext and had to

k% (DOQ) and

be Ygood chureh musis," the Commible

pL& -
1
W kS .i"{a Was 3 EH) &

The Commibttee studied many 4l

itsedf not only with the older German hymns bub also some English and Ameres

fean hyms which normally did not mske bhelr way inbo a hymbook used by

2 4R

hose of German heritage, The Comnitbes 2lso

of ancient and medieval origin and also locked at the muzie of thess hymns,
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responge from the minisberlal field,

Durding 1940, a series entitled "Wewcomers to The Hymmal! ablempbed

to give readers an interesting look at the background of certain hymms

ived by

. . i N N
the most extensive sar

T = wryely 3 edn T oy 30 I T APV Py T = deaquymm ppd g & 5
seonsin, It was entitled "Introducing the Liturgical Part

L P
L:}i@ T %;S

E i £,

3

new hymal would

e S pmewy  hatel i s . | 7, e ol ,
Pagbor Vischer ended the Dirst arl

new hymal would not only meet the

Ln

%‘13’7’335‘»’ i;%d [¥] tl“lﬁ.

9

?ﬁ"’wi:‘\t st hy 'g;@ ﬂ &y

&Y WAL

alse would we

2. o % y A mny . r
1808, a hope and such an imporiance on
2 o £ - ] o s
i3 o note which ages need to hear,

323 Toay eade gm0 camsln
articles, Pagbtor iseh
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worship both for bvollding up individual Christians and eongregations and
17 ,

also for confessing Jesus' name befors the world, Figeher also nobed
how careful one should be neot to confuse people with 2 naw order of seye
vice, He wribtes in The Northwesbterns “Greab care musht be further exeps
saed thad changes in the existing order of gerviees in & congregation

b be made without first instrueting the

18
and the purpose of such changes,”

Towr hymms and 21l pards of the

]

o i

5]

bub wmust have the Gospsl their center,'

Gervasiug Plgcher's

service musht not only conb

Yo the meaning

gongregation

LS

i

Mh/"a

dgcher also maintained bh

x

19

orth & person's ablentlon

because of certailn hisborical and socisl commentary which they conbain,
In one of his more inberesbing ariticles, Fischer wrote of the way the

chureh service used bo be explained sé

among churchgosrs, Not only did parents
bhe liturgy, Fischer nobes, but they also i

know the Gospel zelecl vary Sunda

S

that oo

ingis

23,

nfusion

A dsie

X

ol
E= v

would nob ¢

1,

seach thelr children varts of

@

that thelr children

fact, he tells us, ib

¢ 25

z

Was eushbomary in some counbries that the entire service for the following
Sunday was studied in classrooms every Friday. In keeping with this cuse
tom, Pastor Mlscher recommended that current and fubure churchgoers read
the approprizte Introib, Epistle, Gospel and Offertory befove every seps
o4 k) 3 1/* . 2 2?
vice so that'each mewber can join wholeheartedly in public worship,”

I found Pischer's commenbary on his b

L2 of his

pu

b

par

Ew)

¥
H

Yerbernalismn’

imes bo bes the most inbereshin

g‘

s Flscher wrote zboub

L8

exbent over the tendency boward

wiing bhe divine service more of an oubward show than an inbernal ach
of devotion, In this comnefiion, Fischer feared Hhat "when our new hymwsl
appesrs, We might sooner or later think of the liturgles printed there
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a8 the only correct ones and by and by Jjudge the orthoduty of a church

E L) 4 = S ) s 2 2 A 5 N
by the fcorrectness' of its Liburgical forms," Fisoher then procesds

3

to note the affect of his maberizalistic age on the people of that day.

"The radio has finished the Job fopr exbernalism by supplying 08 MusiCssee

wed

2 4.7

withoot the least effort on our pari, And Pastor Figcher also observed
that the farmer "while wmilking his cows no longer has bime for serious
thought because the radio is occupying him with news, msic and enter=

s *

ngg
talnment Pastor Mischer certainly spprsciated

o]

saryice With oube

ward beaubly == he simply wanted to see a certain amount of halanece velween
inward and outward devobion while keeping both cenbersd en the most essens
tial element, the Werd of God and what God says to us bhrough it,

Although thelr views were relabtively unexpressed, we ogcasionally

are able to ses in The Northwesbern what opinions were held by some of

the laity and ministers and teachers of the day, Already, in a 1926 issus,

ane person expressed the deshre bo sse organishs making a sizable contyle
o 25 no o
bubion o a new hymal,. > Tn a 1920 editorial, FYurt F. Oswald expressed

Y N«

in print his gquestion, "What is (ood Church Musie?" The nltimate defining

2

point of fgood" chupch misic, according to Oswald, is its preaching of

E X &, Qé

the Gospel, ALl else takes a back seab.
Tn another 1930 ediborial, a writer wrolte aboub and decrisd senblie

mewtal hyms, Th's inberesting o note that some of the hyms he ocritim

cized eventually made theiy way into the present hymmal and, in fach, have

become Tavorites of many, One hymn which was panned by the wriler was

the "Wegleyan! "Jemus, Tover of My Scul." The writer also said that "My

Faith Looks Up To Thee" contained words which were “hardly the cry of a

27

Christian confident in deabh,” In this commection, the writer defends

German hyms as truly spiritual and expresses a slight bias when he claimed



w8‘m

that "no translation from German can do Justice to hymns..." 28 The writer
hoped that the new hymnal gould conbain translations of people who could
enter into the spirit of German Lubheran hymng and provide a suwitable
translation, A German biag also seems to surround the thoughts of this
writer of 1933: "Deprive our hymns of their hisboric musical setbbing,

sing them to a newer, modern tune and you hay

Tragrance she alone possesses, you have robbed the nightingale of her

In the March 27, 1938 issae of The Northwestsim, notlce was given

o the readsrs that the reports of the Hymnbook Commitbes would nob appsar

in the fubure, Throug 1936 and 1937, The Northweshern falthfully
provided its readers with reports of hyms which had been accepbed and,

as noted earlier, had been altersd in some respech, Bub now, as Rev,

Lvthur Voss nobed, the work of the Hymnbook Commibbtess was rapidly neaps
30

ing the complebion of ¢ I hymns,e In retbrospecty the

RO R s PRI, SR,
prmed o a ecerbain

pablished hymn reports kept the psople of the Synod

o

exbent, bub they hardly caused an oubpouring of rvesponse in any forme

Vogs weibes: "Your commibiee is very sofry to say that very few pasbors
31,
of our Synod have shown any ilnterest in the new hymn book,.® The Missourd

pears to have experdenced an opposilte reaction, In The Lutheran

a2

Prof, Polack said he was deaply ified at the

- labbers

elicibed by bhe Missourdi Synod. He tells us that meny

g -, 3 - ER
y members had o

s«x
g“a
ek
&
o
iyl
[}

and woren whish showe

s

2 2 wgsde
L8 2DOWG,

- . [ R SR T o W Ll 38D
mary char Eed had taken QL o2 4n the commibbeess of the dife
8

FPro

rofessor Fuerbringsr had tendered his resignation in

L S gods e
IRl BYyNOt 98

1934 because of his ino
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wWere in turn being replaced Once a dis ub price was obbained fox

a certaln nurber of new books were replacedy a4

ion to get anobher’

in 9%, Louls decided to conbinue tolfer was
no longer demsnded,
The congregations and mevbers of the Wisconsin Syood were invibed

b g, 5 sn ey o 3 . o T Ay r b odolo ;G = % n o 2 % P S “3 E I 3 4
to send in thelr ovders for the new hymal as soon 28 possible and those

o

orders would be honored once the book was published, The inidtisl response

5

5

Y

inly overwhelming, By Noveubsr 3 of 1940, the

EJRE W - o Pamede
0L Dne E:y‘l?‘mfé“ Was ¢ermig

5
P

Firved editien of %9802(3 oples was alrsady oversold sven though the new

Ly
Ly
hyomad would not veb be published wabil over a half=ysar lalter, Sueh

5

dramatic response to the new hywnal was in part brought aboub by

tha

of clubg and societies in synodical congregations to provide an

4 2 f P oy [N B . ps s - In ! = e [ . 4
enbtire seb of new hymals for thely respective churches, Obher individe
s e e N , ) o o e gl , o el o .
malg would often wlase books a8 mewmorials, "One pastor rscenbly revorted

3 e 2

that every book in his pews will be a memorial to some deparited velative

people,'  (Concordis Publishing House had also by this

time prepared memorial announce for place; the ingids of the

new hymmals) s

When the July 13, 19471 imsus of The Northweshe g sl Lutheran rollsd

S, b

off the presses, the new Lutheran Hymnal was already being sent oub to

those congregations and individuals whoe had placed thelr orders -the year

The Intersynodical Hymnbook Commivbes prayed for 1ts accepbanc

)

IO g 7 R X o 2 il . y e Ty & §3.20%
by the people, A finsl Comnibtlse report nobed that “th

D

fond hope of

= 9,

hymmal for the churches of this body has been reallsed, giving

o

%
ug another manifesbation of the uniby of faith,® Profs Polack observed
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the finished prodush with g ceritaln ampunt of

SE R
X wzz ﬂjﬁiﬁm of the Synod:
>jf%?= of the commiblse tha
of the Tigg me God and bo
children, "

The Edibtorial Commitiee of this hymnal project conbinusd he carey

out other assigmmnts which bad been delepated to i, Additional werk

RS T T . . S 2 & P | PRI EN 10 5 i 2 ¥ N nansancs dole ofF = e Ay
included devobions and prayer books, The Comnitbes slsp was faced with

»

vject of reviging the Agenda so that it wonld harmonize with the

A
he Dro

new nymmal. They alse expressed a desive 44 issue a companion volume 4o
the hymal which would conbain hymns for special occazlons nob covered

)

4

L - . \
in the receatly published }awmﬂ;f The Comnitbes had also plamed Lo

index of Bible texbs, auvbhors, compossrg, Orige

>
e
5
)
o’
[+
St
®
§
]
)
%
&
&
wd
5
=
4]
5]
E“"'

wonld maks the hymoald boo %m éf‘dxﬁ choosing instead bo publish & companion

P4
9, %’32

volume = The Handbook to The Lutheran Hymnals

When one reflects on the "new" hymoal which was presanted bo the
people of the Intersynodical Confersnce, the cooperation of the mz’wmg
gynods in complling this book is ouibte apparent, The overwhelming mspmam
pf the people to this hywal shows that it was cerbainly needed, One can

manner bo the hymnal which

,;g‘.

onlky hops that our Syned will respond in Like

in a few years will bske the place of the present Lubheran Hymmal, The
Yorthwestern Imtheran of the 193078 and early L9L0's presents us with a

helr new hvmal a

,
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well=orgamized and well-received as possible. Thyroughoub 1

g

4 - 3 2 o
© ages, Christe

%
B

P )

ople conbimually sesk bo express their faith in new and bebter ways

as well as rebaining the ways of old which need no refinenment or replaces



ments While we awalt a new hymal, The Nortlweste

[eAvRy -

19h1 still gives us sowe good advice:

s

cannot Iind words bo profess

g

or & clear and forceful profession of cur Faithll 53

Mark T @ K :};’j Pt ey
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