Fovd _\5’%&_5«.&@&@%- g

:unlnterrupted regularlty untll four days before his death,;.The product of

ln hlS

of them nevertheless {2300, to be éxact), is oﬁing tquhe assiduity of a few

exdellent ﬁotemtakéfé ambng hié héarérs and'fhe:ﬂéélpg'aﬁbng them to preserve

“ag” mdﬁy as possible of “the words that fell from his llﬁs.uHTHédfﬁéﬁﬁthé§:ééE“ﬁ
for themselves was made easier by the féct that Luther was a tardiloquous or
slowiéﬁeake;.

Until 1514 Luther's sermons were delivered in the Wittenberg cloister of
the Augustinians, either in.the refectory-after meals or In the small dilapi-
dated chapel that stood near the dormitory, Among his listeners were mﬁny
people from outside the monastery, for the Wittemhergers followed the custom

of other townspeople of that perlod who attended services in the cloister




usually were glven at dlstrlct meetlngs:of hls order ‘ Sometlmes they were

glven enroute Whlle on a- trlp in the 1nterest of the Reformatlon, as 1n 1521

‘orms or. 1529 to Marburg, 1530 to the Koburg

ch ma_l_ka _l_dajr_lij-g o or.

1539 td'LelpSlc .At other tlmes he ancepted Speclal 1nv1tati0né'ﬁhiéhtcahe_
.'to hlm from frlends among the noblllty or former students as in 1532 when

© e was the gue'st' of_the' recently convertad prince__s _of A'n__halt at the time of

A great hunt, ool

" There ave few gbwcalled "oecaéionai”.éefﬁoﬁs:;md;g his pulpit remains.
Two for an epiétdpai;.one for a monastic cdnveﬁgigﬁ.océuf ambng the early
sérmoﬁs;  Tt was mot until 1525 at the death of Frederic the Wise, that he
preached for the first time at a.funeral, though he was in favor of funeral
sermons, zu Lob und Eh?e dem froehlichen Artikel unseres Glaubens, paewmlich

der Auferstehung der Toten."

There is a wedding sermon in 1528, a baptismal
sermon in 1540, one for the consecreation of a bishop in 1542 and one for

a church dedication In Torgau in 1544,




name und.etwa in einem Hause;alleln 51ch versammeln zum Gebet

‘zﬁ leaen,‘t5

festlvals of the church year Even the sermons of:the so—called postll

whlch were not preached as such but wrltten for publlcatlon, represent a‘ef

Tlmea and Texts

A parlsh church.euch as St Mary's in Wltteaberg in Luther s time offernd
7;many more seraehe in the course of a week than any of our modern churches do.
1;1This is not surprlslag when one con51dera that thlrteen v111ages heSldes
Wittenberg looked upon it as their church, that furthermore most of the so-
ca;led Christians df the time were woefully.deficient in their knowledge of.
ereﬁ.the siﬁplest Christian truths. Much instruction that is now given in

the classroom had in those days to be imparted from the pulipt. Thus we find
that the practice in Wittenberg was to have three services of a Sunday: an
early one at five or six, in which one might hear a sermon on the epistle,

the chief one at eight or nine with a sermon on the gospel; and another in

the afternoon, in which the preacher usually spun farther the thought of

'aummlng up of what hls years of practlce before a- congregatlon had taught hlm,4¥."




the: forénoon i sermon in’ a’ Iecture. series ‘on-gome: hooki ot the Bible

an 11fe be preached four tlmES 1n each year, two Weeks n each quarter four i

days per week, at 10 A M. "'Sermons on ' the Catechlum were dalso common on Sunday
. _ o : L hece we

-'afternocns; These ueually were glven by a deacon of whom several in church -

éuﬁiiiecouus._urnlster s”as%
A élence at the 1udex in the Wermar Edltlon.w1l1 Show that Luther had
'-certéin Predilections in the choice Of hiS.textsf:'Thére are three times as
J:ﬁaﬁy from the gosPels,.for 1netauce, as from the eplbtleb and five times as
many-from the N.T. as from the 0.T. The latter fact is easily explained when
we remember that he ordinarily preached on the periccpes for Sundays and
festivals, Of the Old Testamental texts, the five books of Moses, the Psalter,

and Isaiah yield the greatest number. In fact there are only six texts from

all the other books of the 0.T. combined. This does not, of course, mean that



ThlS brlngs us to the second group of sermons, those preserved in manu~
”édrf?ts'bf-dthef:hahds;' One of the m05t 1nterest1ng aspects of the sermonlc‘e;_“

ﬁplcture in Wlttenberg were these n.ote—takers5 51ncere admlrerc Df Lhe Reformer,euji

:whejettended'every service in which he preached during their stay in Wittenbergi-;r'
'n and-febk.doﬁh as many of‘hie words as they eeﬁid in tﬁe crude Latin short—
:i;ﬁeed_of.fﬂe'time. The chief names ameng them'ﬁere those ef Agricola (Johﬁ
ScﬁﬁeiderQ—later court preecher.in Brandeuburg;’an& famous also in the Scan-
dinavian countries—-—I understand he is honofed'ﬁext to Luther among Germaﬁs in
Sweden), Stephen Roth (later city clerk of Zwickau), Poliander (Johann Grauwmanm-—-—
later preacher in Prussia) Caspar Cruzmiger (professor at Wittenberg U.) Anton

Lauterbach and Geo. Roerer, both deacons in the church at Wittenberg, and in




_are_udtdﬁutﬁerié“eWn'at all? but'have beeﬁ reeast”:efteniekpufgated;"aﬁdzh

'Sometlmes addedfto by those who prepared them for prlnt Fortunately also :f;;f_fpfﬂ'

‘there wasnone perlod from 1328 to 1532 when thidre” were_three and sometlmes

: four?of theSe'uote4takers atIWOrk'at the same time.. Bugenhagen, the head

"3 pastor Was absent On Reformatory tours in north of Germany durlng part of ;

 th1s_t1me ‘and Luther stepped in as_”Luckeubusser : We are thus able toi;:

coupare thelr notes and galn a reasonably authentlc plcture OE just what
Luther said as shepherd to the flock during that time. In fact, Buchwald, the
Weimtry editor I mentionmed, by including the material of three and sometimes

four notetakers for the same sermons and then modernizing the language has

published a work containing 200 sermonsiyhich come as closely as anything we

3




were Drlnted Wltheut his permlsslon by hlS frlends oT by'the prlnters themr

: selves.- There was of eourse no such thlng as a copyrlght. Such plrated

'edltiens often 1nduced hlm to Drepare hlS own ver51on for prlnt ver51ons;[ﬁ=

las the revisien of others,
The cempesltlen of the thlrd group of those never.preached crigihally
:T.etepared for pttht came ebqut in this way. In 1519 the Elector sought to
divert his famous doctor from the "bitter and stoqy polemlcal writings' that
followed the Leipsic Disputation tc more peaceable'studies by suggesting to
him that he write expositions for the Sunday and festival pericopes of the
church years. Luther himself was eager to supply his fellow preachers with

some homiletical aids in place of the "irrelevant fable of the sermon-mongers,”
N A L - : A el

:Whlch nevertheless were: 3ust as far from the sermon ne had glven on the pulplt_'l“li'



,coverlng nearly 200 pages in the W. A

They'are,not‘samples”of thé'préaaher_sl:rf

pulplt dlacourses but rather of hls method of exeg351s, of hls chorce or'“7

_F

”t0p1cs5 and=pf hls'doctrinal‘emphaées.t The postils have had ari- 1ncalculable  _”

”inéiﬁénéémbﬁapédtéétaﬁtipiéAéﬁiﬁgs They crowded out all the Dldﬂr Sermon-
_ tooks and:appear most often among Luther 5 works in the avarage minister' a :
library today;f o |
R -Pretaration, Delivet?; Praseatation
f.”I.mtl‘.ua-.r's preparation for his sermons was a matter of hours or of years
depending on what one understands by that term. He of z2ll men spoke from the
fullness of his heart. Long vears of intense religious struggle and intensive
university training had made him the possessor of a vast store of inner

experience and knowledge, so that by the time he took over the parish pulpit



a551stanee of. God. through prayer The real Konzept came from Gnd'

_Herrgott w111 alle1n predlger sein. " And Luther goes om to tell how hlS
'thonzepte often venlshed into thin air wheu he came o the pulplt and how he

s 1nvoluntar11y beeame the mouthplece of a- message he had not orlglnally u7f—ﬂ

:planned to'u”Le? . Of .coursa, 1L wdsn!'t, always 1n3p1rat¢on from on high. but..

:.fdther hlS ewn.tendency to discursiveness that accounts for a good many long-
w1nded ﬁassages or sudden changes of topic wlthln his sermons. He often

" admitted right from the pulpit that he had drawn out his "Gewaesch" longer
than he had intended to. On the other hend3 this was modesty in most cases,
because actually Luther always held the ettention of his hearers and rarely
went beyond the single hour that was coneidered a norm for sermon length in
those days. The headpastor# of the Wittehberg church after 1523 was Bugen-
hagen, wha often tested the patience of hie‘hearers by preaching to them for

two hours or more. Once Luther actually walEéd out on him.




spaces or! place a brlef remark 1n thelr notes ”hler redete er von der V151ta

ﬁajextent a news dlstrlbetlng agency; People had no newspapers no bill or bul.lem._.'=
';itin Boerds to say nnthlng of our modern lnventions which enable every one in
':;the ﬁost remote hamlet to know what is g01ng on 1n the other end of the world,

The eravellng preacher of.the late Middle Ages supplled a genuine need. He

could always be sure of having a crowd of listeners in the marketplace, not

only because he might be an able preacher, but because he had been to places

and had seen things. IHe rarely disappointed his hearers. Quite a few travelers

passed-through Wittenberg after it had become famous and were always welcome




Dder flugs tot gestochen and so on

man tun, waa er w1ll

If any good'Lutheran of today could put ot that maglc hat of whlch

Carlyle speaks,'a hat that w1ll take you 1nstantly to any tlme in hlstory

“that you w1sh to be ln and 1f he cculd w1sh hlmself in Wlttenberg for one

50; Luther ermons on & Sunday mornlng four hundred years ago he Would

' w1tness a godd many thlngs qulte unlike what he had usually considered the D

‘normal Lutheran service.. In the flrst place he would be surprlsed to flnd

‘a llturgy that remlnded hlm much more of what. 1 we see in a. Cathollc or Eplsco— o

dﬁéi;éﬁ thanrau‘a autheran church todaf“ .Thare wauld be a profuslon of choir
boys,- Soma would help the priest in his ministratious. A large number
 drassed in gowns would sing with a few older regularly salaried male singers
iu the.chuir, The officiatiné priest and hia aeaaous, for he always had
helpers, would be dressed in celored vestments. There would be incense and
bowing. The bread and wine would be elevated. The latter custom was put
away somewhat unwillingly by Luther in. 1542, Then our visitor would be

surprised also at the large amount of Latin and of singing by the choir.




After 1517 espec—.L;_iaﬂ:e

: ted\anythlng Whlchwf

"geve the preacher a chance to ehow off ;ﬁd the?e was' a éood blt Of vani ty:
".eln rec1ting the texL from memory. Johin Staupltz once got stucl in attemptiﬁg
 tolrec1te Lhe whole of Matthew l by heart He egeculated ”Thue is pride’
:'punlshed“ and turned to the pages of his book o

As concerns the Reformer's delivery,{a listener would be surprised to
find how slowly he spoke. The slow speakei or tardiloguus seems to have been
regarded as the ideal in the 15. and 1s6. centuries, All the books on homilet-

ics' urged their students to speak slowly. Tuther himself was praised for




Leﬁteﬁ_aﬁfs Maul'gesehen hat, " He speaks of "dem Pabst Weldllch in dle Wolle-'l'

‘ﬂ\greifén; q" 1hm ein Pleeckielﬂ vor die Zunge étecken,' the dlsc1ples he

:;a;é ‘Wollen.ﬁlt.dem Kopf hinduic RN nehﬁen‘éaspMesser.bel der Spltze

ﬁnlcht b81m Heft.ﬂﬁ VDerpEvaabekam,das;ﬁisputieren;mitAder"Sahlange.wie:demm;";in@fl~
'Hunde das Gras._"OccasiOHally he has innocenﬁ but efféctiva exaggerations:

1.'1Z~J’enﬁs gieich ohne Unterlass Tuerken, Paepste und Kaiser schneite und regnete,
Sié.SinaEiﬁh.nur mit ihref Macht wie ein Staeubiein." Die Unglaeubigen "sind

Hﬂiﬁd@ Narren und sehén die Auferstehung an wie die Kuh ein neues Tor."

"Alle Schaetze aller Koenige in der Welt (sind) wie eine Tote Laus." Some-

times the tone becomes abusive "Es sind vergifftete Schlange, Verraeter,

Verloffer, Moerder, Diebe, Stroeter, Tyrannen, Teuffel, und alles Unglueck,

verzwelfelt, unglaeubig, Weldhardt umd Hasser." Cﬁ.Matthesius’ account and




<

'.trﬁths”iﬁ”éharp;

brzlllant paradoxes, or 1n startllng_

 HeroiEiStétémeﬁté"ﬁhét must often be taken w1th a graln of salt '_ Du muSt-*'*

L CERRIE T e T g . , g D
Jie:.VernUnft=diE'Augen austechen und sle in’ den Abgrund der Hoelle setzen

Jdu la553n rechL seln

’Thlngs never. stood better

'ﬁ:w1th the church than when many preachers were”kllled;” ”Thu kein Werk das

.}:du'fromm'werdest."  USuallY in the same breath he - s0 fodifies thede state—}w
”?imeﬁts.ﬁhat his preéentatlon of'the matter becdmes‘cprréct, Many of his.fj.
.followers hOWeVer, heard only thé heroic parﬁigf?£hé stétement and ;ctually
went even farther in what they said and did. Enemies too sometimes tufned
these statements against him.

Luther held the attention of his audiences by constantly dramatizing

hies, in fact

his material, thus enlisting their sy aking them vicarious




a;nqhie_is:ﬁunker.Hans;'a_farmer,hHe;nrleh E;lzbager

parlsh llke Duke George of Saxony, Dr Eck or the pope. When he is

pra&81ng ¥ “virtue on the other hand he does some times mentlon the name,..

;Melster Phllllpus ﬁurfuerst johahn; erue.foréeteen“hnhabefant ef Wlthehhefg,
:'e ﬁoman at thet, a certain Reuterin, who embrached the Lutheran faith on - .
*her deathbeds

L Luthegfe.enthusiashic aue ahimated.ﬁannef of presehtation would also
aceount for sudden shifts from one tDpic:tD another, for treating one phase
of the subject at greater length because it just happened to appeal to him
at the time and for little confidential femarks to the audience like the

following: "Dies ist ein Evangelium, dasﬁnicht sonderlich dient fuer das



‘ten years ago in- Whlch the prlest was glVlng good homely forthrlght adv1ce e

to hls ‘parlSthrlel'S and uslng some language that could only be called derb

It made me smlle but the pe0ple were llstenlng serlously ‘and occ351onally _tmz-

t“heeds,;nJepptqval,7 I am, also remlnded of a.sermon, by one, of

‘Hoertﬁissioeatiee among the Apaches whlch appearedrln the Northwestern Lutheran
.et:leeet_a_eoeen‘years ago. In it the plan oftselvation was cempared to the
':ﬁéféé”éf_a:ﬁgﬁd car. To me it seemed a jokeﬁot an inetaﬁeeﬁef bad taste, but
teatﬁe Apaehes I have no doubt it would be'eeiightening and upliftipg.
But we do find humor in Luther, humor which must have been recognieed
as such by his audience. The women who worry about the stome on the grave
oy '

on Easter morning: Sind ¢ute, AIDErHL Dohlen. Speaking of the Corinthian
g : p

games (I Cor. 9, 24) he explains: Das ist genommen vom Spiel, wie man hier



(Wewn et Stlyees

to'llfe and to the language of llfe that Dccaslonally there w1ll be a ve.:.n"‘E

: or-a background.of humnr whlch w111 1nten51fy the 51tuatlona he deacrlbesf:ﬁ

and thus further hls message.' Thus we have Seen, that Luther s _sermons 'as

,.far aa delivery and presentatlon are concerned, bealdes hav1ng a dash of
humor, were V1vac1ous earthy,concrete colorful ‘informal dramatic blunt,
'dlacur51ve the very oppoalte of the strlctly loglcal rather conventlonallzed

'aermons whlch many of his followers have thought are aafest and best in the .

hhurch
Perhaﬁa it uould be uell to present Luther's.homiletical'practice a
little more in detail. Our modern visitor is still within the walls of St.
.ﬁary;s iu 16th ceutury Wittenberg. Let us imagine he is a minister or a
teacher at a theological seminary, that he knows all about the best rules
for constructing a model sermon, and what is more, that he believes strictly
in adhering to them. I'm sure that if Luther had given one of his average

sermons on that particular Sunday, the professor would not have given him




drlttens, etc. _:' “more

more than an: erstens,‘ZWeltens

T J . : . "

whlch I doubt ;was unknown to Luther “Nor were hlS sérmdns'always textgemaess.

_Sometlmes he used his text as a mere sprlngboard to Jump to any topic he

felt 1n the mood to’ treat,f_At Dther tlmes he took one word or part of the

e ‘l‘"‘éﬁd“"’f:féé}’:'é‘d”"th'éft" ‘tothie exclusion of the resty or wHAL was even Legs
;e5c¢oraiﬁg tn?ﬁoyleg treated the one part in great detail and then tacked on

e'iia few sentences about the second and third parts at the end of his sermon.
" .Well, our modern professor would very likely come to the same conclu51on.

that Johann.Gerhard came to in the 17th century when he characterized the

Reformer's sefmons with the phrase: "heroische Unordnung." Someone has said

of our own FEmerson that he was good in sentences but poor in paragraphs,

meaning that his sentences were well-constructed little units of thought,

but that his paragraphs were not units, merely strings of sentences. 5o cne



an d I‘ememb et

mtich ftom_Lﬁthét

Elﬂ wenlg von oben heTab as 't

-=:esﬁiﬁg,a Eor“dottrines_

‘ _ff- Chris ti‘anit'y”.’-

:‘;'preéented in too abstract lifeless, and dogmatic a manmer. From Luther we
tcan élsé.léétn how to inject personality ihtdkdﬁr'SetmDus without betonﬂﬁgt;:“
"éithér.ﬁerébnélTQr”egotisticszﬁow‘to Overcome.tﬁe ténﬂency to fotﬁali;ﬁ,_-
to .Iiumorless.;::rigidity,' té .pietisti.c: emotionalism. .Finally we can learn from
him how to present a subject popularly, in the best semnse of that word, how
to avoid dry repetitiocusness and stale language, how to use the devices of
language and rhetoric-~not for thelr own sake, a8 mere ornaments or instruments

of display, but as useful tools to further the message. There is nothing




aﬂ”ltlons;[whlch-Iubelievefie*nd

; or Dstentatlous,_ Nevertheless

s it must be admltted that hlS language even 1n=ﬂ'”

githe Weekdays sermons is always fresh 51neere, V1v1d Th15 1s the more to

be edmlred” because Luther was A, professor

aed plOLESSOIS tend to hEE Stlltede”

:3academ1c language, The same is often true of mlnlstels too. For four cen—'e

L turles they have complalned in Germany about the cleavace between the learned
. mlnlsters and semlnary professors w1th thelr 1ntellectual language and the
' common peOp]e and their needs and their capacities

They didn't inherit
that from,Father Luther.

Social and Personal element in the sermons

In the history of the pulpit there have been some Predachers like Geiler

0r Bernhardino who used so many concrete illustrations in their preaching




't aurprlslng however td,*-'

learn that hexpreaehed to the tlmes also when:one considers that the med~.

'leval church and World were helng llfted out of?thelr tracks 1n

';'and 1n hlS 1ater polemlc agarnst’

the'papacy and the enthu51asts At leaat once there was ‘g’ turmoll 1n the o

c ngregat on‘over somethlng he had sald and the serv1ce had to be termlnated

= Even people who have read only a little of the Reformer 8 wrltlng know that
_;‘hlS tlrades agalnst his opponents form a promlnent part of them.

'true even 1n hlS _sermons

‘aueed allke by Luther and hig opponents, Nearly always they were exaggeratad.

Luther 5 own descriptions of condltlona in the church before the Reformation,

for 1ustance do not tally half the time with What he says himself in other

paasagee when he is in lesg critical moods. Conditions were bad enough to be

Sure, especially ip certain places,

L]
-~
but it wasn't true that "Im Pabsttum had
o Gebak

man if ersten Gobtet an Gottes Statt den Teufel EeSetzt, im zweiten Gotr
gelaestert, im dritten

Gottes Wort abgetan, im vierten den Gehorsam abgeschaffe,"

But on the other hand listen to what Luther says in a sermon to his own




fand Dver whlch there was a large brldge, furthermore,_the kind of people who ef

‘:eeﬁe to church regularly ‘and* the kind" Lhat aldn-t“ s number and eharacter"“w
'Of the.serv1ces, how confe551on and the 9acrament.eere observed and how
ie.llberally donatlons ﬁere given; how weddlngs were celebrated and households

: _fen ﬁhat therpe0ple were comﬁlelnlng about, what Lhey worked at, how they
'tried to make money and how they were taking interest on thelr money, what
crops were being raised, hew trade was carried -on and how the problems of

poor relief, crime, sickness, law enforcement, tavern regulations were being
solved. War was even more immineqt in Europe then than now and the Jewish

question was troubling CGermany and Luther azlso. Much of his bitterness against




ut for the development of Protestantlsm,' In his'eaflier

;{been'exalted by God to a pOSlthn of such 1mp0rtence could act agalnst the L

best lntereete of God's klngdom, But the hostlle pOSlthn of Charles V left

-room for‘doubt and Luther was flnally wop OVer. to the posztlon_that it

_hiﬂight even be'Jhst:te‘wege a.defeh51§e War agalnet.thedeﬁperor, 1f:he had
'hroken hlS vow.: S0 much the happler he is that the prlnues of Saxony protect
'hlm atl.d .d(IJ all in the:Lr power to further the cause.' To be sure, he Complains
'.abc.Jut the 1nc11nat10n to drlnklng and huhtlng among the nobles, and probably

isrthinking of the young Johann, called &er Grossmuetige (the "magnanimous™),
beeauee he indulged in both. But he also has passages like this: "Wer eyn

gnedigen furstem hat, der furcht keyn ding;ﬂdas unter demselbigen fursten ist,

trotzt darauff, rhumet und bekennet synes herm gnad und macht." The follow-




; ed to get money,,

and ohlldren, the1r mlnlsters and teechers;~~1n short we have here a slloe

_ of_llfe from the 16th century

A few other charaoterlstlcs of the founder of Protestant preechlng may

fbe noted before we pass on to the content “of hlS SEeTmons .. He'inherited much.

ﬂ;:ln.nunner.and.eontent from the preachers of the Mlddle Ages,u.Most of tt nes
lgood somenof'it Wes less desirable 'even bedr'_It took hlm a long whlle to:‘
sthake off sone af the less desirable thlngs..ﬁThne ﬁe'fiﬁd relics; espeeielly
o in“his early sermons, of a tendency toward eliegorizing: The text Ps. 60:8,
Moeb is my washpot——cooking pot a&s he read 1t. He Interprets as follows:

the pot = is the world which persecuies the'seints. Its three legs are the

Tust of the flesh, the eyes, and the pride of life. Preachers are hunters



however is the plg,'

Sauruessel Schwelne~—thls animal furnlshed hlm w1th meat for comr

parisons as Well as_for .chops, and roasts.=w

But the average

._Womdn was always 1ooked down upon as something 51nful and dangerous. Monks

especlally lald all the blame for their own ev11 thoughts and temptatlons

at ‘the door of Lhe Opposite sex. Hand in hand with this aversion went a

rather unhealthy treatment of Sexual matters even 1in sermons before the

Peocple.



fsticks to attend WlLChES Sabbaths. Queer as thlS bellef 1n SuperStltlDu

throw practlcally the Whole salﬁt-worshlp overboard helped.more than a#}éﬁé.ﬁ
:-::else to undermlne the éuperstition which he cogld ﬁot quite rid his mind of.
.-:Aﬁ§oﬁe‘who readé qﬁite'é ﬁumberlof cbnéécutive sermons of Luther, ﬁiil
 be s£ruck ﬁf ﬁhe‘facf Eﬁatmtﬁéy a;e éftén.reiﬁted té.eacﬁ otﬁér by éomercommon
thought or topic. It was a common custom.in the Middle Ages to give sermon
series, aﬁd Luther followed the practice. Later on the connecting link was

usually some book of the Bible. 7Thus he followed through most of the books

of the New Testament and the Books of Moses in this way, besides preaching



was . Usially wont' tg treet'lt at the same tlme'ln his sermons.

Tbusithe'teeeherf

1eh wollt mlch ehe

gesagt Wenn-leh mlt gutem Gew1ssen koennte herabkommen,

,‘I_.‘

lessen auf Eln Rad legen oder Stelne tlagen,
& T

als elne elnzlge Predlgt oder o
.L#ktlon tunn

Part of his grlef came from hlS seemlng lack 0f success w1th

5the Wlttenbergers ;_There would be. trOub1e in. the-. town flghts betwaen” the'”'““““J““”“

tudents and the townspeople CT  a new attempt to bring in houses of i1l

repute People seemed to hlm.to be lukewarm. And he would become discouraged.

' The two perlods when he w1thdrew from the public pulplt to preach in his

house# were pertly due to'this disillusionment. ® Twice in his later years

he wanted to leave Wittenberg, once actually going away on a trip to the

dismay of his friends, who thought that he was carrying out his threat to

leave.the town. The great'msn, whom we revere as a pillar of faith, had his

mowents of doubt and diffidence Loo, just as many of his followers have them.




'h of Gccam that God was absolute majesty and arbltrary w1ll

ba51s of merit but solely by a predeatlnlng act of grace or

.i::At the 0pp051te pole was the idea, held especlally by the school

unbound in the

'.Fiilast analysis by any laws that men lnew and sav1ng ‘whom he chose not on the

"acceptance. "

It was understood that this acceptance would be granted'to him whe had done

- his best——but who could he sure that he had dene his begt?

Thus there appeated

“an almost feverish activity in the direction of salvation, but never any

ultimate certainty regarding it. This tension was Instinctively capitalized



ame’ proportion that:

w1th his.discovery in: the 1atter half of 1514 that Romans 1z 17 speaks ot of:qw=5;u:7

fthe?eondemnlng but’ of the sav1ng rlghteousness of Godm—that whlch God glVes._"“

=He Stlll belleved in predestlnatlon _ That comes. out clearly 1n his 1ectures

on’ Lhe Psalms in 1515 and ten years laLEl 1n h1s book ”de servo ‘a: bltllD

__but somehow.that fact dld not bother h1m as it had once done The strong
ﬁman could look the.matter in the face and be eeady to ‘suffer even his own
ildamnatlon for the glory of God The weaker mar ought to remember only the
;comfortlng side of the plcture, that God lDVed ‘him and that if he was  tortured
bf doubts.abOut.his Salvaeion he was already saved. Since it is God's gift,
we maj.be absolutely sure that we haﬁe salvation, and wrong is their doctrine
ﬁﬁo bid us doubt whether we are truly contrite and whe%ther we truly have

grace and forgiveness.




~dict. his: 1ater enemles who sueered and sald hlS torments had thelr orlgln in

@)

“D an was ander sunth'seln

that he 1s foreakeu and abandoned to dev1ls aud to ev1l people, he eays 1u‘

Out of thlS experience of deSpalr and terror Luther developed what he

.f 1ater called the "theology of the cross" or the'”theology from below .H’Ifﬁé
:word EEQEE.in thlS phrase does not mean the Cross or redemptlon of Christ.
Rather it means the sufferings through which God leads the Christian on his
wey te heaven.. "Durch Truebsal hier geht der Weg zu dir." Luther believes
that he has Seriptural warrant for this belief that the way to the Klngdom
of God always comes "from below” that is from the depths. Does not God in

Deuteronomy say that he . "will kilil and make alive--wound and heal'? Was not




objections. to 1ndulgenees was that they upset God_s‘lew by trylng to

‘trouble and trlhulatlon.i The truly penltent ‘man dceeptS'punlshment

mnot £lee from 1t'as the 1ndulgence preachers urge hlm to‘do._ But thls belief

f1nd goy beneath the Lross_or ealé;}ﬁfﬁh%.W%d?ﬁ]?ﬁﬁEHFEQElmht;nWQQV

v fléﬁlyf"c’oﬁtfadi'cts. human reason: It is diffi'cult‘ to beliexzfe'lthet ve mﬁst
;ffaccept shffetthg as part of our salvatlon (even Chrlot exclaimed in angulsh
ihmy God my God why hast thou forsaken me.) . :‘Wherefore it is to be looked upon..
a5 a work of God known to no man ezcept to him who has experienced it.-

This theology from below,'of salvation through humiliation, seems to
merge at.times with Tuther’s Pauline theory of the law and the gospel. The
underlyingsprinciple in his sermons on the Ten Commandments is that the law,

by demanding perfect spiritual fulfillment, drives the simner to despair of




,“was the 0puﬁ pro.,

’prlum thelnaturalrwork of the revealed God and to that Luther followrng

The ultlmate b3515”for

‘Justiflcatlon 1s“the”Paselon of Chrlst 'or to go back stlll farther the-:.

'7predest1n1n w111'of God. . But Luther rarely touches upen predestlnatlon

3ih'1n¢hls serm ns, though he does in’ ether wrltlngs not dlrected to the cemmon_

ﬁéb?le as 1n h1s Lectures on Romens.- Chrlﬂt' work supplles threa’ thlngsfyﬂm

;:satlsfactlon for Sin, the power to put away sin and 1eed a clean life, dnd

eternal‘salvation. ‘But if we ask how Chrlst s merlt is communicated to us,
;Luthel anewers.(through felth. But faith is iteelf'e gifth—not the reason
.-for the gift,' It is divine illumination concerning God and His purpose with
ﬁen;?"From another point of view it is the avenue of transmission from man
to God via the Word: "Zum glauben muss ein Wort gehoeren. Der Glaub und das
Wort sind ganz ein Ding und ein unueberwintlich Ding."

Now exactly what does he mean by Word? Two things. In the long run



A@&‘;n thg;ﬁéaéurg.thatféamhﬁ'ﬁ#s:faitﬁ; théﬁ is 'ﬁnfthéiﬁéééﬁfé“iﬁ wﬁich

he has eﬁpériéntéd'éﬁd comprehended thiS'diviné”aét;vity;iﬁhé'laftér is:

of valie to him.

.'Wié'érigiaubt,HSO hat er, darumh so mag nymant wissen,

‘das er 1n Gnaden sy und Got 1hm guenstlg sey,

‘dan diirch déﬁ'GiauBﬂj”

e 1f falth falters then it is time to go to the mlnlStEI and receive assurance

-”éfrom the Offlce of the Keys

v Wh11e 1t is true that he frequently fulmlnated agalnst the exterual practlces
L Of_contemporary piety and that he used sharp words about woris in general

e Whlch might cause offense or be mlsunderstood his preachlug was nothing,

if not ethlcal. ”I do preach works ' he says; Ybut such as spring from Faith."

He made the subject very clear in great numbers of sermons, TFor instance,

he distinguished three kinds of justice corresponding to three kinds of works.

There are first what one might call works of political justice, as that

princes rule well and subjects obey in a general way and lead orderly lives.



of couree that they are conelstemt wlth Chrlstlan virtue,

a“Luther S moral was a hlgh one.” We may close thie brlef dlecuselon of

Ealth and good works fall too brlef I know to be falr to the doctrlnes, :h

_With a sentences £from one of- hig- “Bermons’

n@n look'upoo the works. Therefore when we have become united with God and
.believe that He has made us holy, we are to remember what we must do before
-the people;' ¥or though the soul is free in the 51ght of God, our existence
belongs Lo our brethren. When T come away from,my soul and go among the
people, I am in another land where My passport is npot valid and I must pay
duty. 1In the kingdom of heaven and of the soul we have perfect freedom, but
our bodies are' inp ap alien kingdom in whlch it is our duty to act as 1t

befltS and benefits our neighbors among whom we live,™

God wants the heart alonew~



'Was a preacher:rather than a prlesty

Flnally through‘hls sermona, c0n51dered o

1ndiv1dual model pleces but - the1

lstandard ran example Whlch has rarely been equalled and never surpassed He
may truly be called the father of Protestant preachlng and one of the greatest

:':'Preachera of all tlmesn="””.”

Note: Dr. Kiessling's "Iuther the Preacher" was baaed entirelky on his doctoral
disgertation of 1935 {Now available from AMS Press, New York, 1971.}
In addition, it served as the basis for his lecturss on Luather the
Preacher at the fall, 1973 Pastors'® Institute held at the Seminary,
which are available also on videotape.




