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Introduction

111 to often the history of a congregation becomes only a register of
the various pastors which served that congregation. To a certain degree,
however, this is legitimate for often it is the case that the congregation's
spiritual growth is influenced by the spiritusl growth and strength of its
pastor. Hence, in general terms one can say that where the shepherd is
strong spirilually, the congregation is under a strong spiritual positive
influence, Unforbuantely the converse is also Ttrue.

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, said, "My sheep hear my voilce and . know them
and they follow me and i give unto them eternal life (Jolm lu:c?,28,, A1l
His faithful undershepherds then have this responsibility that they murture,
tender and feed the flock of Christ with the familiar and comforting words
of the Gospel of salvation for men's souls which ile has entrusted Lo us.

why does it come so naturally to say "to ué§5 b is because the Lord
has not given the words of life to only a few selected and appointed in-
dividuals but has given nis Gospel bo all men, He has literally placed
upon us, each Christian individually, the wonderful burden of seeing to it
that the word of God is correctly and clearly proclaimed first of all o
himself, then to his family, to his congregation and to the world at large.

What then happens when there is not a faithful shepherd to proclaim
the peace of God? ‘The lord said that when the wolf comes he that is an
hireling flees and the sheep are scattered,

ihis does nolt mean that the sheep should continue to wander aboutb
aimlessly. whey are to listen for the voice of the Good Sheyherd once again.
And the Lord has promlsed for our comfort that those who seek Him in truth

shall surely find wim,
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this then in brief is the history of many Christians, of many congre-
gations and in particular nedeemer congregabtion of Cedarburg, wisconsing
for in the founding of this coﬁgregation those who had been scattered
because of a false she.herd were as sheep wandering witnoult a shepherd.
But once those sheep again heard nis voice there was no way of keeping Them
from following after the true voice they had heard.

This early history of Redeemer fvangelical Iutheran Church, Cedarburg,
Wisconsin, will concern itself with the years 1969-1971, The material
readily divides into two parts: L. The Beginnings: II The Expansion and

Growth, The particular slant is the layman involvement from its inception

H
o

=
=

e Beginning .

A, 'The Separation - "As for me and my house we will service the
Lord," (Jos, 2l:ls5)

It is strange how things can seemingly go along well and then one
day an individual or a group of individuals see thalt all is nol well, in
fact that very little is well. But even so many people take no action to
counter what they know in btheir hearts to be wrong, they live with it,
perhaps even become accustomed to it and may even become resigned Lo the
fact, Yet there are some who when they see the wrong determine to fight it,
And if they cammot overcome the evil in their midst, if they are not able to
to change the course of things, they take o stand, They must say what needs
to be said and then follow up by definite and decisive action,

the founding fathers of Redeemer were men who faced a similar situation.

These men, who in 1968 were all members in good standing with another
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Lutheran church in the area, saw thalb in thal congregation the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in all its truth and _urity was not being proclaimed. This
does not imply that the individuals involved knew immediately everything
that was wrong with their former affiliation., It does though most strongly
assert, however, that even when the .ure and true doctrines of scripture
have been beclouded that yet by the working of the Holy Ghost %ﬁrough the
little Word that does remain a real sense of Christian awareness can be

developed, (At this point to airve specific accusations of false teaching

}j

against a particular pastor would serve little or no purpose, for first of

4

all the Lord calls us to love rather than hate and secondly the former pastor
of that congregation is no longer either a pastor in Csdarburg nor is he

any more in the active ministry elsevhere. It will suffice to say that the

pure Gospel of forgiveness of sins had been compromised and that a false

-

tospel of social conscientious was being proclaimed, )

#

B, 'The Searching - “Lord to whom should we go, Thou hast the Words
of eternal life,! {(John 6:566)

.nee there is Chyistian awareness of the lack of the comfort of the

true Gospel then the individusl(s) must search for peace for his soul. the

n one's home congregation, the one with which

vbvious place bo begin is -

b

cue 1o affiliated, for surely if the problem is openly and honestly dis-
cussed the congregation and the pastor will see the same thing you have

1 sl

the pure Gosnel., They
£ X ol

seen. They also will be disturbed by the 1z
also will readily seek to correct the situation.
put what if after many meebings and many consultations and_mamy‘pleadingis

nothing is accomplished? What if through this soul rending btime instead of
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the situations improving it is rapidly growing worse. Your eyes can see
more clearly that those with whom you are affilisted locally are not of the

same spirit. They are happy with things as uhev are, that sfter contact with

1

synod officials of the wider affiliation yonare shown conclusively that they
are not going to change their unscriptural position for you but by every
means at thelr disposal they are going to try to force you to compromise
your principles, Whalt are vou to do? Add to this this these two facts,
that you are on the church council, charged with upholding true doctrine

in the congregation's midst and thalt the obher members of that council are
also disturbed by the dectrinal deteriation within the congregation.

gians call

l—-’

What we are speaking of

g laymanis view of what theolig

confessional conscientiousness. This conscientiousness doeéwﬁot come overs
night, It is a sense that, through the working of the Holy s.irit, is
awakened in the individual, nourished and becomes stronger. A theologian
would enumerate specific deviations in doctrine and practice from the Bible
and the Lutheran Cunfessions, a laymen simply knows thal he is being robbed
of the pure Gospel he once heard.

Finally there comes a point at which the individual is forced to make a
decision: on the one hand is the loyalty - one has for his home consregation,
the familiar, the easy way out, comncession; on the other hand is a new
found personal loyalty to Jesus Christ. The occasion that forced this issue
came in the spring of 1v69.

Attendance at divine services in the home congregation through the
winter was practically nil, offerings for the Lordis work were at an all

time low., The pastor had alt various btimes during the fall been informally
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accused of false doctrine. Finally in Jannary of 1969, a special congregation
meeting was held to aire the charges in the presence of the entire congregation
and Dr, Matitson, the synodls district president. Nothing positive was
accomplished, in fact, the council was reproved for stiring up trouble.

Speeificelly, the pastor was charged with denying the existence of the soul,

ci

he 1life after death, and neglect of his pastoral duties of vigiting the sick
and the uielnv. neinous accusations if They had not been founded, un-
Jortunately the charges were true but no action was taken, How all that was
needed was a public occasion at which any false teaching, no matter how in-
significant it might seem next to the original charges would be voiqed by
the pastor ., Thab bime came in a sermon that the pastor delivered on
confirmation Sunday. In that sermon he told the confirmands that they need
no longer respect the wishes and decisions of their parents as being final,
that in fact the parents do not any longer have any right to have their
children submit to their guidance and corrections.

The boiling puint had been reached. The congregation was in an uproaxr,
the pastor would not retract, 11 of the 12 church council members resigned
in protest, Now what.ﬂg,,..e.,:

where do you start picking up the shatitered pieces of Christ's church
here on eart@, To remain and continue infellowship with that congregation
would be ambiguous and finally'hypocritibale Lo leave would mean btearing

up old roots and sterting fresh somevwhere else,

Co ‘The Coming Togebther ~ 'We have found the Messiah, "

Of the 11 council members who resigned, 3 (2 men and 1 women) decided
to retain membershin in that congregation. 8 men of the council left the

congregation, Uf these 8, 3 joined other Lutheran congregabions in the area,



el

The rest fellt differently and they were joined by several others in the
congregabion, They had seen with their own eyes what can happen when doctrine
and practice are given a second row sealt behind false doctrine and mal-
practice,

They: began cottage meetings., It being early summer this group known
among themselves as "the thirbeen’ met frequently on the back porch of
one of their group, Mr, Bd,  Wolf., trheir  directin from the beginning was
clear, They were going to find a confessionally, doctrinally, practically
sound church body and join it. If that church body was not in Cedarburg
already, they, these laymen, with the help of God, were going to see to it
that Cedarburg would have such a church no matter how much it would cos®
them in their own time and thelr own money.

They began by spying out the various obther churches in the area, The
procedufe was o have each of them attend a different church on Sunday

morning and then in

-

he evening meet ot Mr, Wolf's house to discuss whatl

they had heard and seen, It became apparent very soon that all those
congregations of the wWisconsin Evangelical lLutheran Synod were the only
ones that were unified in the.r doctrine and practice and that here alone

the pure message of Christ comiig to save sinners was proclaimed Sunday

Ii. The Ixpansion or Growth

A Hxbernal - YExcept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cammot enter into the kingdom of God.™" (dn. 3:5)

what a Joy bto Iind a group of Christians wilth whom there is reason to
believe that they are like minded with you. But now how does one make
ofzicial contact with thet group? How does one come to identily himself

with that organization? Where do we go? who do we see? How long must we
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wait? Is there more we don't know? Guestions, questions, questions. One
might well describe their new enthusiastic apprehension as when a small

boy is forced to move with his family from one city Lo another, is forced
to leave behind his familiar playground, his close playmates and even his
favorite swingset and begin in btotally new surroundings and then find out
that yight next door to his new home there 1lg a playmate his own age who has

el

a whole new and excibting world to show him, An immediate new friendship is
struch up and by the middle of the afternoon of the same day he arrived, it
was 1f he had livedthere all his life.

The people who became as the boy in the story were ¥r, and bMrs. Wolf
and family, Mr, and Hrs, Hichard Grossman and family, Mr, and lrs. J,
Van Sickle and family, Mr. Lloyd Verhaalen, IMrs. Lorraine Halbran and lirs,
Lydia Koppe Mr, and Mrs., Ed Verhaslen and Mr, and Mrs. Fred Stein.

in July of 196y this group of laymen took a dedisive step, Un their
own initiative they contacted the mxecutive Secretary of Home iissions of
the WelieLeSe, sastor N. Berg, Wuestions were asked with a fury. Upper
wost in the groups wind was the Synod:s doctrinal stand and stability.
Secondly, they wanbed to know where the Synod:s pastors were trained. When
they found out about the Synod's seminary vrogramn at Hequon, bthey wanted o
know where the professors came from. Question after question., they had o
be sure, And Tfinally, ‘when can our group get together personally with you,
rastor Berg, o discuss bur situationd®

e

A few short weeks labter rastor bBerg and rastor suehl of Hartford met

with Tthe 157 in one of the now famous back .orch sessions. A meeting thatb
lasted long into the night. “he longer they talked the more it became evidend

thav here, by the grace of God, there was a tiue spiritual unity.

rastor Berg came looking for a commitmeut to the cause of Jesus Christ.
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ne found that. asbor Berg came looking for a nucleus around which a con-

gregation might be built., He found thabt., Pastor Berg came looking for the

assurance Ghat, humenly speaking, there would pe growth in a new wmission in

the commmity. this he was not sure of, ithere were a number of practical
factors involved., Cedarburg already had a number of'Lutheram churches, some
of which although wgré not of the wisconsin Synod, yet might be considered
supporting at leasﬁ in‘principle the conservative confessilonal stand of the
Synod. Secondly, there was a question of future growth in the community as a
whole, Was the Cedarburg area growing or declining in population? Then there
were questions as torthe degree of commitment to go out into the community
and actively make the community aware of the mission if one were started,
These were the harsh facts. In the immediate Cedarburg area there were
already a muber of Wisconsin Synod congregations such as Grafton, Jackson,
and a number in the Mequon~-Thiensville area, All of these were within
reasonable driving distance. Then too there was the ever present problem

of funding such a mission. when there were already a large backlog of nuclel
in other parts of the country who were already waiting for mission stetus .
And then there was the problem of finding a Pastor to serve them.

To answer some of these questions, Paséor Berg encouraged the group to
spread the word in the community by any means at their disposal such as word
of mouth and newspaper notices, it was decided.that an informal informational
meeting would be held for all intérested parties in the area, ihat meelting
was held in the basement of the Cedarburg State Bank in early Augush.
Approximately u0 people were in altendance, Pastor Berg spoke at this meeting.

fverything seemed to be .roceeding well. But shortly thereafter rastor Berg,

Pastor Kuehl and District Iissionary Rasbe met with the grouy in an evening

3

bi
1

meeting and whalt a sad meeting that was. It was rastor Berg's ominous duty

to inform the group that having weighed their needs over against the needs
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of other groups in other .arts of the country, the Synod at this time would

not open a mission in Cedarburg. This was indeed a great test of the group's
degree of commitment. Pastor Berg encouraged them to find a church home in
one of the wisconsin Synod congregations in the surrounding area.

The laymen accepted this decision of rasbtor Berg's not in spirit of
anger or childish pouting over not getiing what they wanted but rather in the
mature Christian spirit of a challenge. these laymen were bobally committed

to the Lord and totally convinced that the Lord wanted Cedarburg to have its

Synod mission. They simply would not teke no for an answer,

own Wisconsin
Lf rastor Berg and the rome Mission Board wanted proof of thelr personal
commitment, if they wanted qroo¢ of their conviction that Cedarburg would be
the ideal place fur a new mission, they were going to gel that proof. In
short, for the sake of the cause of Jesus Christ in Cedarburg, they were
going to see Lo it that Pastor Derg ate a morsel of crow,

Keeping in contact with Pastor Kuehl and realizing that the wisconsin
Synod Home Mission Board would be meeting in a few short weeks, they put
themselves in second gear and drew up a petition to the Wisconsin 3ynod to
open a mission in Cedarburg. (See Appendixdil;

One cannot bult be overwhelmed by the laymen's sense of Christian

iwtence,

g
@

In September their prayers were answered Lo a certain degree, for the

Home Iission Board approved the conducting of exploratury services, However,

there was no pastor ab this time to conduct such services. They had come

s

s

locking for full wmission status, that was not achieved, but for the vpresent
HE) 3 2 i 3

at least, they goined an important foothold., Their own personal confidence

as a group grew and the confidence of the Hon sion Board in them grew

well,

o
[43]
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rasbor wuehl of Hartford had taken an active interest in the wmission
frowm its incention and with the green light from the nome fidssion Board he
accephed the responsibility of finding a man who was equal to the task
of puilding the kingdom of God in Cedarburg. The wman he congidered besb
suited for tois position was Dr. Siegbert Becker, a vrofessor ab wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary.

1 a lebter dated November 25, 130y, rastor Kuehl writes:

“Dear Mr, Grossman:

Just to keep you informed, I have a meeting scheduled with vr.

Becker next Honday. He seems interested. Should he accept the
assignment, then a few of us could meet scon theresafter to geb

g5

everything started.

You will hear Irom me following rondays meeting.!
br, Becker accepted the position, but only for six months (mditor - or
0 he thought for Jr, Becker remained head vart-time .asbor until rastor

naigser became their first resident pastor in Ock. of 197Z.)

i

the same weel Ur, becker accepted the call he met with the group, The

r

first order of business being the finding of a location to hold services
and secondly the setting of:a date for services bo begin. 1t was at this
time that they realiged that they did not as yet have a name for thelr new
migssion. After a few minutes of discussion one man suggested “Hedeemer, !

around the room heads started to bob and a 1little smile could be seen as

y

the men heartily agreed,

R 3

Un Vecember 1l, 196%, nedeemer wvangelical Lutheran Church at 1u:l5 a.m.

P

opened its doors for public worship with more than 60 souls in atiendance,
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ind as we can see from the picture Ur. secker must have encouraged some of
his seminary students to come for moral support and reinforcement in the
hym singing.

but they weven't dedeemer’s own doors yet, they were the doors of the
Cedarburg vown :uall on the northwest side of Cedarburg at the intersection
of wighway 1L3 and 60.

Hany of the procedures and schedules which an established congregation
all @Quoften takes for granted were like an infants first toddeling steps
for ﬁﬁis group. but from the debtermination of thé‘iaymen together with their
new shepherd anyone could see that this infant was being supported by the
hand of God and all faithfully believed that what the Lord had begun he would
complete., -

Two matbers in particular were of utmost concern, Ifirst there was the
matter of stablizing the newly formed congregation to bring as much as
possible a sense of normality to the group and second and just as imporiant,
if not more so, was the ingbruction of the laymen and their families.

A meeting was held at the home of Dr, Becker:
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"The committee comprised of Mr, Fred Stein, John Vansickle, Lloyd
Verhaalen, Dick Grogsman and bd. Wolf, met at the home of Pastor Becker
at vh0l Wo. Grant Blvd., liilwaukee Wisconsin on December 23, 1969, to
digcuss the needs and problems of this new mission, IMr, Grossmen was absent
from this meeting,

It was agreed that no action pertaining to this church be taken unless

the commitbee and the Pastor are involved.,

Discussion was held as to whether contributions should be made to
Wisconsin Synod Hission Fund from offerings collected at our services.
Decision was delayed until the next meebing, pending a Treasurers Repord
from Mr, Grossman,

Mr. Stein agreed to call on all new families moving into the community
‘o make them aware of Wisconsin Synod services being held in the community.
Pastor Becker suggested that the commitbee make aveilable, Lo the
people attending the Sunday serviee, coples of the wWisconsin Synod Catechism,
ihis We Delieve, and Catechism of Differences, Twenty four copies of each

were purchased and made available to those attending séfvicess ‘Lwenty-Four
Hymnals were also purchaged, |

Pastor Becker informed the.ﬁroup that he will conduclt classes and hold
discussions to determine who will gqualify to participate in communion.,

John VanSickle gave a report on the starting of our Sunday School

program. Teschers for all grades have been obtained and registration was

G

to be held after the church service un December ~Obh,
rasbor Becker informed the group that the Cedarburg area would be
1.

-neluded in a house to house canvasiby the Seminary students, The committee

agreed to provide'a borchure on the Wisconsin 3ynod tobe left at every

home by the students, it is hoped thabt this will stimulate further interest

in the growth of this church, This canvasswill probably be conducted near
< x ot



the end of Januvary,!
Shortly‘thereaftér 1% Was déoided that begides the services of Lr,

Becker, a seminary student would be retained +to preach once a month and

also hold Catechism classes for the children, (sditor - At this point the

reader may refer to the rear of the paper which is a copy of

the brief historys found inthe annual reports of 1970, 71, 72. ‘hese
reports carry the barve facts concerning the growbh, particularly the external.

Also dincluded is a facsimile of the second petition four mission status which

was approved in 197, ‘The editor, however, would like to make several more

observations before this essay comes an end. )

o

B, Internal - “Jesus saith to Simon reter, simon, son of duﬁaos Jovest
thou me more than these? he galth wnto hlm, ilea, Lord;
thou knowest that L love thee, He saith unto him, Feed
my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, Simon,

sen of Jonas, 1ove5u thou me? He saith unto him, Yea,

Lord; thou knowest that . love thee, He saith unto him,

Feed my sheep.” {dn. 21:15,16)

the laymen now began to realize the great res ponsibilities which the
Lord had placed upon them, Their determination to meet those respon-
sibilities can be illustrated in these specific areas, UThe first was the
responsibility to themselves to beecome thoroughly instructed in God's Word

S

so that they could then ; y examine themselves and partake in the

Lord:s Supper once again for the strengthening of their faith, this might
sound strange but none of the laymen were members of the Wisconsin Synod
in effect there was a new congregation which with a regular atbendance of

more than 55 souls, there was a pastor, a meeting place, even a “church

council®, but no members: vthe -members” then were more than willing to attend
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adult information clesses to become members. murthermore, Dr. Becker
initiated the policy that those who degired membersiip aught to be given

Tthe opuortunity to find out what they argﬂgking membership into. Because

of the diligence and eﬁthusiasm of the 1éymen the first instruction
proceeded rapidly. On ¥arch 27, 1970 a gspecial council meeting was held,

“A motion was made and seconded that the Following peovle be granted member-
ship in wedeemer Lutheran Church: e, Lurraine salloran, prs. Lidia

nop, Mre and Hrs. rrederick Stein, Mr, John thusius, rr, sichard thusius,
fr. and rrs, gohn Van Sickle, rbr, and irs, sd Verhaalen, Mr. and lirs, w~d,
wolf and Fr, rLloyd verhsalen. Motion carried.

there being no further business the meeting was adjourned,®

very business like, very concise, and very grateful.

by

vn April 1, 1970, the first regular communion service was held at
redeemer utheran Church. Some of those who attended that service and par-
took of vhe sacrament expressed the sentiment that they felt closer to God
that morning than at any other time in their life. There was more then
one moist eye 1id in evidence. .iruly these weople felt the forgiveness of
- a

the Lord and joy of being united with mim and with each other in new
COMMNLon,

she second area of responsibility was to see to it that their children
recelve the same spiritual blessings which they cherished so and were wiiling
to sacrifice all in order to receive., .nerefore at the same time the aduits
were being instructed the children were also receiving instruction through
the confirmation class and the Sunday School, Christian eduction was the

way they £ elt that they could most fully carry out the Lord's instruction
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to feed His sheep.

On Janwary 11, 1970, the first regular Sunday School class was held
with 12 students and dedicated faculty under the direction of Jojn Van Sickle,
The first confirmation class of 3 students becsme communicant members of
the congregation on lMay 23, 1971,

The third area of responsibility lay in how they were going to conduct
the Lord's work oubside of Redeemer, .n the community Mr. Fred Stein took
the responsibility of contacting all peoyle who recently moved into the
town. Also the students of Wis consin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, conduéted

religious canvass of the entire area s an aid to the new congregation in
inereasing its oubreach bo the community, It is also interesting and heart-
warming to read in the pages of the council minutes that they saw that others
oubside the community needed to hear the pure Word of God and only a month
and a half after the congregations first service the "council! decided to
send part of their offering to the Synod for distribution outside their
local commnity.

1970
On February ¥ "Discussion was held on Redeemer Church's contribution to the

.

Wisconsin Synod HMission Mund. rrojected income and expenses were compared,

.

Loure $35,00 as our contribubtion to the Mission Fund., This

and a
amount will be reviewed monthly and adjusted as the congregation continues
to grow,”

And in the following months with their steady pnysical growth and income
they increased their commitment as the resources became available,

Another area of responsibility was the providing of a permenent home for
the congregation. Because of their initial size and conbinued growth, this

need was also of urgent concern. Mr, Lloud Verhaslen was apypointed as a

o -

committee of one to begin this work on June z, 1970, His work culminated
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in the purchase of a site at the intersection of Wauwatosa Road and western
Avenue immediately west of the town of Cedarburg., At the time of the writing
of this essgy the building of an initial worship facility was being completed

and by the summer of 1973 regular worship services will be conducted there.



Appendix L

A YEAR UF GRACH

1970

Anmual Report

A BulsF
%edeewex*ff angelical Lutheran Church
Cedarburg, Wisconsin

In the fall of 1969, a group of Lubheran laymen, who were troubled by the
doctrinal decay which Lney gsaw in some sectors of UHchﬂrﬁnlhm, ayproached

the mission board of the Wisconsin Synod and requested that an orthodox
Lutheran mission be opened in the Cedarburg area. Our mission owes a greatb
debt of gratitude Lo these men, for, under God, it is due to thelr persistence
that Redeemer congregﬂbﬂon exists today., They were Richard Grossman, ired
Ste.n, John Van Sickle, Lloyd Verhaalen, and wd Wolf,

‘the mission board, having been persvaded that esploratcey services should be
begun, asked Ur, )16Q00”* #, Becker, vrofessor at Wisconsin ILubtheran seminary
at Mequon, to serve as missionary temporaril v 1n charge, The first ex~
ploratory service was held on Vecember 1h, 1969, in the town hall of Cedarburg.
Hiss Rebecca Going served as organisb.
Sunday School wa s open ed in Januvary of 1970, with ir. John Van Jickle as
superintendnet, and Hrs Richard Grossman, Mrs, Fred Stein, MHrs. John Van
chk?e, prs. Bd Wolf LﬂdAH?s, Douglas Eneelbrecht serving as lteachers.

even children were enrolled at the beginning.

oo

mn damunny of 17U, lir, John Mittelstaedt, a senior student at wisconsin

Lutheran Seminary, was asked by the committee in charge of the exploratory
services to he uhe Sunday School teachers in the preparation of thedir
lessons and to instruct the confirmation class. The five men mentioned
above asked dr, John Thusius bto Join them in ormina an informal ‘church
oouncil,“ﬁhlch mel every month in the home of rastor Becker to further the
cause of the mission.

¥}

The “church councll“ applied for and received mission status from the mission
board of the 5 An A;“il of 1970, ‘“he council also resolved at that time
not to apply bto the assignment committee for a candidate toserve as pastor,
but to ask .rof. Becker uO gserve in that capacity for another year, unbil
June of 1v7l,

Tn June of 1970, sedeemer submitbed its constitution to the conventicn of the
southeastern District of uhO il ihe constitution was apnroved and itedeemer
was accepted into membershi the Synod,

The first vobters meeting after organization was held in July and the -church
council® members were asked formally to serve the congregalbion in that capacity
until the first ammual meeting, which was scheduled to meelt in vanuary of 1971,

)

n Sevtember of 1y70, MHr, Harlyn Kuschel was called to serve as student
gistant to the vastor with expanded duties., br, ¥illiam %tuebs, a Junior

at wi%conan Lutheran Seminary, was engaged as organist and Bible history

teacher for the confirmation class. 1n Uctober, a Bible class was organized

with . astor secker serving as leacher,

flJ
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Annual Report

HAGHL L GHTS OF

the first ammal voters meeting of nedeemer was held in the Gedarburg town
hall on January 3l. Hessrs., ad «olf and wichard Grossmen were elected to a
three-year term on the church council, wesley Schultz and Lloyd Verhaslen
were elected for two years, and Carl rlug and John thusius for a one-year
vern. when Mr, Klug woved to waukesha and resigned from the council later
in the year, dr, John van oSickle was asked to s ervice the balance of his
term.

ihe padies Gulld of nedeemer was organized on rfebruary U at the home of
Frs. ¥red Stein. sSarbars Vsccarella was elected president, sidge Stein
viceuurecideﬁt, Hadine ven %vckle secretary and wmabel Verhaalen treasurer.
the first vroject of the Ladies wuild was to make a communion veil and
baptismal napkins,

in 1971 the congregation also held its first Lenten services. lhese were
held in the chapel of the tasata wome and many of the patients there were
able to attend our services and expressed their apureciation. rastor
winterstein of UGrafton znd two of our seminary students, nichard Stadler
and Horlyn Kuschel, who served as our student assistant during the first
half of the year, conducted the services, The average autenaagce was 08,

The first confirmation class was received into communicant membership

on May «3, 1971, The members of the class were Christopher and Timothy Stein
and John Van Sickle, They were instructed b ¥, Kuschel, The month of

May also saw the end of Mr. Kuschel's service to our congregation.

To express its interest in Christian educationthe congregation continued its
policy of paying the tuition of children who wish to atlbtend Wisconsin Synod
elementary schools in the ares., Our Savioris congregation at Grafton offered
to allow our children to abttend wnbhout paying tuition so long as they would
not need to add to their staff. Redeemer also voted to join the Wisconsin
oynod Lutheran Eigh School Association of Milwaukee,

At the quarterly voters meeting in July, the church council was authoriged
tob egin serious negotiations for the purchase of a site for a fubure house
of worship., In Uctober, at a special meeting, the oouncil was empowered

to act in making an OLfev to purchase twelve acres of land immedia ately south
of the Lasata Home from lir, John Kasten for $2,000, This realestate deal
was closed on December 27,

ledeemer was fortunabte in obtaining the services of the Rev., Joel Gerlach,
professor at Wiscongin Iutheran Seminary in Mequon, as second pastor of the

congregation. He began his work in oentmm\er, sharing the oreaching duties
equally with Pastor Becker, In addition bo obther pastoral work, the
children's insurnction class and the sbewardship program of the congregation
were made his special area of responsibility, +b is our hope that this
arrangement will be kept in force until Hedeemer calls ibs first resident
pastor in the near future.
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HIGHLIGHYS OF REDBEEMER #lSTORY
1972

JANTTARY 1972 budget adopted - $19,500, Mr, Sdward Seigworth and Mr, John
Thusius are elected to the Church Council.
February-March Mid-week services during lLent are again conducted in the chapel ab
Lasata by Dr, Siegbert Becker, irof. Jogl Gerlach and Seminary
students £ rom Hedeemer,

Chairman Lloud Verhaalen and members of the Building Commibttee in-
terview six architectural firms. Thern Associates of Ushkosh is
selected to degipgn the first church uwnit.

PRII, He “eoentative' from Thern Assoclates appear beiore the Voters
as Sembij‘l swer questions re: church building. Initial plans
are acueoted Qﬂd submitted to the 3.8, ¥Wisconsin District I i

ﬁ

Board for approval.

The Ladies Choir of St, Andrews Lutheran Church, Chicago, sing in
the service on April 30, Dr. Becker had served as pulpit assisb-

ant at St, Andrews for many vearse.

MAY Gur congregation receives word rom the Mission Beard that we have
been granted permission to call a _UWlmulmpj regident pastor, The

green ]1Ph is also given bto proceed with bullding plans, A loan

of #112,.00 is approved by the Synod.
At a special Voters meebing on May 15, the oallxnp of a pastor is
discussed. The convreg '101 resolves to apply to the Assignment
Committee of the Synod I a 1972 Seminary grad _.&Leg Later in ths
month it is learned uhﬁb uhe call has not been filled due to the
many e xisting vacancies in the 3ynod. 'The congregation then de-
cides to call I rom the 1d,

JUNE rastor John kurth of Bay City, Michigen, is sent the call to be-

come the pastor of iHedeemer,

Final plans and specifications for the church are nearing comple-
Tlon,

JULY Fagtor kurth rebturns the call, rastor Howard Falser of Uskfield,
sconszin, is extended the call,

AUIET Dr, Becker leaves on a month long trip to represent our Synod in
disgcussions with ILutheran groups in Sweden who are dissatisfied
with conditions in the state church.

rastor Laiser accepts the gall to medesmer conoregalbion,

The congregation accepts the plang for the new church and bids are

waited from conbractors.

Bids on the new church mun approximately zbp nigher than the loan
agreementg sheps must be U aken to secure lower bids, Hedeslg
ing the vlans seems Lo be the only solublon.
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un Sunday afternoon, Uctober 8, rastor Kaiser is installed as the
first resident .astor of Hedeemer at the Seminary chapel in Mequon.
i, Beecker and .rof. Gerlach officiate, thereby alsobringing to a
close their winistry at Hedeemer.

Ihe congregation xpresses gratitude to God for these able minis-
ters of the Gospel who served so faithfully. BHay His blessings
contimue to rest upon them in their labors at our Seminary and in
thelr membership at usedeemer,

rastor baiser and his family occupy the parsonage purchased by the
Synod at 1201 north washington Avenue, Ledarburg.

By resolution of the congregation, the building Committee is auth~
orized to ovroceed with tie revisions in church plans and negotiabe
with various contrators.

he congregation also adoyts the following emendment to the consti-

i
L.

tobion: “Voting membership shall be restricted to male communicant

members 10 years of age or more,"

the revised church plans are approved by the uynod's General Ba rd
for Home Hissions and Board of ‘irustees., A new loan in the amount
of 115,900 is agreed upon.

Yajor construction conbracts are awarded to the following firms:
General contractor - Henry Torke and son, Hilwaukee; Heating - J.do
Heuman, Begver Dam; .lumbing - illingworth, Hilwaukees; Electrical -
Schilling, Hartford.

Following the regular Sunday service on hovember 19, a brief ground
breaking service is held at the church property on wauwatosa Hoad,

just south of Lasata, God-willing, we look forward to the comple-
vion of our new church bullding by mid 1Y73.

un the basis of commitments received, a budget of 230, 00 is
prous ed for the year 1¥73.

in svery Home Visitation is conducted among the members of redeemer,

pointed chairmen of the interior decoral-
ing and furnishings committee of our new church building, serving
with him are lir, Hichard Grossman and the pastor. Commiltments to
a special fund for decorating and furnishings already total 555 6U0
by the end of the year,

Fr, John Van Sickle is app.



PETLTION

TUR MISSTUN CHURCH

CEDARBURG, WISCONSIN AREA



PETITION 70 THE WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

We the undersigned do hereby respectfully petition the Wisconsin
Bvangelical Lutheran Synod for the establishment of a new church 1in
the Town of Cedarburg, under Misslon status.

 We feel that the location of the new church should be immediately
northwest of the Cilty of Cedarburg, in the Town of Cedarburg, Ozaukee
County, Wisconsin.

Ozaukee County and the Town of Cedarburg are completing a decade
of great growth and apparently are on the threshold cof another decade
of even greater growth. We are already seelng industrial employment,
in the @ity of Cedarburg and environs, expanding more rapldly than
population, thus generating the growth in housing that typically
parallels such expansion.

It is an established fact that perhaps as much as 80% of the
national population growth is taking place in urban regions, and
the great bulk of that amount 1s taking place in the rural-urban
fringe areas such as that of Ozaukee County. Modern transportation,
rising fmoeme levels, government-supported morigage credit, and a
common desire to live in an open country or rural village setting
while enjoying the economic, socilal and cultural opportunities of
the metropolis have all combined to overcome the barriers of time
and distance.that once kept large cities compact.

Ozaukee County is in a good position to benefit from the increased
migration to the country. Firstly, many of the cholce outlyling
Mllwaukee suburbs are nearly or completely filled to capacity, which
has helped to create premium prices for existing lots. Secondly,
relatively lower tax rates, 1n the short run, seem to entlce the
‘prospective suburban dweller beyond the Milwaukee County border.
Thirdly, the existence of State Trunk Highway 57 and State Highway 141
substantlally reduces travel time between Milwaukee and Ozaukee
Countles, making Ozaukee County a more desireable vresidential area.
Also, a proposed new extension of the Zoo Freeway to the north will
run through Ozaukee County approximately along the present route of
Highway 181 (76th St.).

The accompanying table on the following page shows historical
population flgures and projections to 1980, for the eleven countles
comprising the southeastern portion of Wisconsin.
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POPULATION OF LLEVEN WIBCCONS{N COuaTIES
BY DECADE, 1900 TO 1980
(Tneusands)

\Frojected)

County 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940  iys0 1960 1970 1980
Dodge 4666 Lok 497 52,1 5403 NS (.2 7.8 82,4

Fond du Lac 47,6 51,6 56,1 59.9 6204, 2.8 75,L R, 3 97.3
Jefferson 34,8 34.3 0 35,0 36,3 38,9 L%.1 S0e. 60,2 75.8
Kenosha 21,7 32.9 51,3 63,3 63,5 75,2 100.6 13%,4  188.6

Mllvaukee 330,0 433.2 539.4 725,33  766.9 RTInO 1036,0 1172.1 1246.7

Ozewkes 16,4 17,1 16,3 17.4 19,0 . 234 34 6.8 127.2
Racine 45.6 570 79,0 90,2 94,0 109.6  ul.8  185.5 2467
Sheboygan 50,3 54,9 59.9 712 76,2 P06 6.5 011 96.6
Walvorth 79,3 29,6 . 2.3 3.1 33,1 416 524 730 1i0.

Washingion 23.6 23,8 25,7 2645 28,4, 33,9 46.1 66,5  106.5

Haukesha 35,2 7.1 LR .6 LA 62,7 85,9 158,2 252,0  379,0

PEEEN £

Total 62%1,1 819,33  984,3 1226,3 1299.4 1489.7 1848.4 2261.3 27572

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 and 1980 projections made by the Business
Research Dlvision, Milwaukee Asasociation of Commerce,



It can be seen that Ozaukee County 1s expected to far outstrip
the average growth rate and also that of the next fastest growing
county, Waukesha, regardless of whether we consilder the periocds
from 1960-1970, from 1960-1980, or 1970-1980. The Ozaukee county
population in 1980 is projected to be 3319 of that in 1960, as
ogposed to 240% for Waukesha, the next fastest growing county, and
149% for the total eleven county area. It 1is also interesting to
note that the Southeastern Wisconsin Reglonal Planning Commigsion
has estimated that the Town of Cedarburg will be the fastest grow-
ing township within Ozaukee County in the decade 1970-1980.

We have discussed the unusual growth prospects for Ozaukee County

and for the Touwn of Cedarburg, as they reflect the anticipated inflow
of new residents to the area. It must also be emphaslzed that, with
a new missicn church, we would anticipate welcoming a great number
of members from among existing residents of the City of Cedarburg
and the Town of Cedarburg. The combined population of the city and
the town of Cedarburg is currently approximately 11,000. Although
there are other Lutheran churches within the city of Cedarburg (there
are none in the Town of Cedarburg), we in the group whose slgnatures
are affixed hereto, have an accute awareness that there is much dis-
pleasure among Lutherans in our area at the continuing dilution of
doctrine and erosion of basic religious foundations, among many
members of these churches, which are Missouri Synod, LCA, and ALC.
The Cedarburg area has a heritage of primarily German congservatism,
and what many church members now see as a significant abandonment
of basic religious principles has disturbed what we estimate to be
a large number of people. Some of these people have jolned the
Wisconsin Synod churches either in Grafton, Kirchayn, or Mequon.
We feel, however, that it 1s important that one's church be located
in one's own community. We consequently feel the distinct need for
& new Wisconsin Synod church within the Town of Cedarburg, near the
city limits of Cedarburg.

None of the individuals whose signatures are affixed hereto 1is
currently a member of a Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church. All, however,
hereby indicate total support of the confessional position of the
Wisconsin Evangellical Lutheran Synod, and have resigned, or are 1n
the process of resigning, from any other church membership. Initial
written commitments from this group indicate that the average annual
pledge will amount to in excess of $260.00 per year per member.




We feel that we have a healthy varlety of backgrounds, ages
and characteristics within our group. Our original religlous
backgrounds run the gamut, although the majority of our group
are former church council=men in the L.C.A.

We feel that with thils experience in our group, and with the
gtrong concurrance which we all have with the confesgional position
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, that we might not only
be able to achleve the privilege of membership in the Wlsconsin
Bvangelical Lutheran Synod, but that you gentlemen, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, will see fit to grant to our group mlssion.
astatug so that we might help extend the True Word of the Lord to
those in this growlng area whce are now essentlally without 1t.

We appreciate your kind consideration of our petition and pray
that your decision will be favorable to our request.

Respectfully submitted :
This f£ifth day of November, 1969.
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CEDARBURG, WISCONSIN AREA

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD
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PETITION TO THE WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN SYNOD

We, the undersigned, do hereby respectfully petifion
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod for the establish-
ment of a new church in the Town of Cedarburg, under Mission
status. |

We feel that the location of the new church should
be immediately northwest of the City of Cedarburg, in the
Town of Cedarburg, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin.

Ozaukee County and the Town of Cedarburg ére complet-
iﬁg.a decade of great growth and appérently are on the
threshold of another decade of even greater growth. We
are already seeing industrial employment, in the City of
Cedarburg and environsg, expanding more rapidly than popu-
lation, thus generating the growth in housing that typically
parallels such expansion.

It 1s an established fact that perhaps as much as
80% of the national population growth 1is taking place in
urban regions, and the great bulk of that amount is taking
place in the rural-urban fringe areas such as that of
Ozaukee County. Modern transportation, rising income
levels, government-supported mortgage credit, and a common
desire to live in an open country or rural village setting
while enjoying the economic, social and cultural opportuni-

ties of the metropolis have all combined to overcome the



barriers of time and distance that once kept large citles:
compact. |

Ozaukee County is in a good posltion to benefit
from the increased migration to the country. Firstly,
many of the choilce outlying Milwaukee suburbs are nearly
or completely filled to capacity, which has helped to
create premium prices for existing lots. Secondly, rela-
tively lower tax rates, in the short run, seem to entice
the prospective suburban dweller beyond the Milwaukee
County border. Thirdly, the exiétence of State Trunk
Highway 57 and State Highway 141 substantially reduces
travel time between Milwaukee and Ozaukee Counties, making
Oéaukee County a more desirable residential area. Also,
a, proposed new extension of the Zoo Freeway to the north
will run through Ozaukee County approximately along the
present route of Highway 181 (76th St.).

The accompanying Exhibit I on the following page
shows historical population figures and projections to
1980, for the eleven counties comprising the southeastern
portion of Wisconsin.

It can be seen that Ozaukee County is expected to
far outstrip the average growth rate and also that of the
next fastest growing county, Waukesha,,regardless of
whether we consider the periods from 1960-1970, from 1960~

1980, or 1970-1980. The Ozaukee county population in
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1980 1s projected to be 331% of that in 1960, as opposed
to 240% for Waukesha5 the next fastest growlng county,
and 149% for the total eleven county area. 'It 1s also
interesting to note that the Southeastern Wisconsin Re-
gional Planning Commission has estimated that the Town of
' Cedarburg will be the fastest growing township within
Ozaukee County in the decade 1970-1980.

We have discussed the unusual growth prospects for
Ozaukee County and for the Town of Cedarburg, as they re-
flect the anticipated inflow of new residents to the area.
Tt mugt also be emphasized that, with a new mission church,
we would anticipate welcoming a great number of membérs
from among existing residents of the City of Cedarburg
and the Town of Cedarburg. The combined population of the
City and the Town of Cedarburg is currently approximately
11,000, Although there are other Lutheran churches within
the City of Cedarburg (there are none 1in the Town of Cedar-
burg), we have an accute awareness that there 1s much dis-
pleasure in our area at the continuing dilution of doc-
trine and erosion of basic religious foundations, among
many members of these churches, which are Missourl Synod;
ICA, and ALC. The Cedarburg area has a heritage of pri-
marlly German conservatism, and what many church members
now see ag a slgnificant abandonment of basic religlous
doctrine has disturbed what we estimate to be a large

number of people. Some of these people have Joined the



Wisconsin Synod churches elther in Grafton, Kirchayn, or .
Mequon. We feel, however, that it is ilmportant that one's
church be located in one's own communitye‘ We consequently
feel the distinct need for a new Wisconsin Synod chufch
within the Town of Cedarburg, near the city limits of
Cedarburg.

Since our initial appearance before the District
Mission Board in November of 1969, our group has been
conducting exploratory services (beginning on December»l&)
on a regular basls at the Cedarburg Town Hall. We have
taken the name Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church. Dr.
Siegbert W. Becker, Professor at the Wisconsin Synod
Semlnary in Mequon, has been actlng as our interim Pastor
and has supervised our programs. Mr. John Mittelstaedt,

a senior student at the Seminary, 1s serving us as Dr.
Becker's assistant, administering our Christian education
programs, making some prospect calls and preaching on those
occasions when Dr. Becker has other commitments (generally
once a month ). |

Realizing fully that Dr. Becker's primary commitment
i to his work at the Seminary, we are reluctant to im-
pose upon hig time to too great a degree between Sundays,
although he has graciously consented to make some calls
for us, in addition to his conducting a recently completed

weekly adult instruction course for our group and inter-



ested acquaintances.

Our group has organized 1ts evangelism efforts so
that all visitors who attend our church services, plus
new residents to the community, plus all other approﬁriw
ate prospects for membership, are now being visited
promptly on a regular basis. In addition to the lay
callers within our group, four Seminary students have
agreed to assist in this effort on a continuing basis.

Exhibit III attached provides a condensed summary
of our progress during the first three full months of
operation, relative to our finances and our church at-
tendance. At our services on Easter Sunday, seven
families were accepted into membership at Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church, as a result of their having
been granted membership 1In the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod through the cooperation of various nelghbor-
ing congregations. Since that time, eight additional
families have indicated that they are now also ready for
membership. In addiﬁion four more families of Seminary
students have indicated that they are now interested in
membership. at Redeemer. Numerous other families have
indicated that they also will be ready to join at such
time as we achleve Mission status. The,healthy growth
trend in our church attendance would certainly seem to
attest to the exlistence of conslderably more interest

within the community.



EXHIBIT TIT

REDEEMER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Condenged Summary of Progress

First Three Full Months of Operation

January, February, March, 1970

January
Recelpts
(primarily
Sunday
Of ferings ) $ 378.17
Disbursements

Salaries (Pastor,
assistant, organist) 155.00

Bullding Rental 10,00

Synod Of fering -

Other expenses 106.54
TOTAL
DISBURSEMENTS % 39;,54
Church
Attendance 171

e

%March figures include an additional service on Good Friday

February

$ 475.31

174,21
40.00
35.00

_37.27

286.48

248

-8
3 months
March# Cumulative¥®
$ 894.79  $ 1,748.27
273.35 602.56
60.00 140.00
45,00 80.00
391. 3L 535,15
769.69 1,357.17
374 793

Note: These attendance figures include seminary students, who

generally total from 5 to 12 individuals at any given

service.



We currently are serving twelve youngsters in our regu-
lar Sunday School, and we antlcipate that this number
will be increasing greatly. Twenty-two persons partook
of the Lord's Supper on Easter Sunday, the first timé

it has been offered in our church. Subject to the wishes
of the entire congregation, we tentatively plan to ad-
minister Holy Communion on a once a month basis.

Redeemef Evangelical ILutheran Church is currently
remunerating Dr. Becker at the rate of $30.00 per church
service, plus 10¢ per mile and out-of-pocket expenses.
Mr. Mittelstaedt, his assistant, receives $70.00 per month,
which covers his time with occasional preaching, calling,
pfeparation and administration of the Sunday School pro=-
gram and continuing education of the lay Sunday School
teachers. The four seminary students, who assist with
the evangelism calling, are beiﬁg reimbursed for mileage
costs at the rate of 10¢ per mile.

If the Missilon Board détermines that our church 1s
worthy of Milssion status at thils time, we would respect-
fully request that we be permitted to continue with this
same adminigtrative structure for another year. We have
approached Dr. Becker with the proposal, and he has
graclously consented to serve us on this basis until June
of 1971, subject, of course, to the approval of the Synod.

We feel that this "team pastorate" approach will
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provide considerable beneflits. It will allow our church
to contlnue an active assoclation with a man whom we
feel is a truly extraordinary Christian, Dr. Becker. It
wlll permit us to operate on a more modest budget fof
this period of time, so that when the time eventually
comes that we must pay for a full-time pastor's salary,
housing, etc., in addition to principal and interest
payments on a mortgage, plus the many other operating
expenses, we wlll hopefully be much closer to financial
self-sufficiency with our total budget. This "team
rvpasﬁorate” arrangement would also obviously postpone,
for its duration, the need for us to call a full time
pastor, thus freeing up, for the moment, one man to be
avallable to serve another congregationav

We feel that we have a healthy variety of back-
grounds, ages and characteristics within our group.
Although the majority of the original small nucleus of
organizers were indlviduals who had recently left the L.C.A.
for doctrinal reasons, our group has now swelled to the
polnt where we are drawing from our entire Protestant
religious community, in addition to the un-churched.

We feel that, even in its early infancy, Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church is showing very healthy signs
of growth. We are a group totally committed to the con-

fessional position of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
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Synod and eager to put forth our God-glven wherewithal,
tangible and intangible, in order to make our church grow
and prosper the ws, He would want 1t to. We are con- _
fident thi~ - u be accomplished. We hope that the Mission
Board .11 deem our church worthy of Mission status at
this time, so that we may proceed and grow in our ability

to extend the True Word of the Lord to those in this grow-
ing area, so many of whom are now essentilally withogt it.:

We appreciate your kind consideration of our peti-

tion and pray that your decision will be favorable to

our request.

'Respectfully submitted
This thirteenth day of April, 1970

Edward C. Wolf, President,
and on behalf of, Committee of laymen in charge of provid-
ing Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran services through the
Congregation Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cedarburg,

Wisconsin.
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