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As a person drives through tle countryside north of Milwaukee,
he may chance upon the small spot in the road called Kirchhayn.

Up on the hill overlooking the town aldng with miles of woods and
farmland stands an &ld church which has withsood the weatheyr for
almost 125 years now. Those who approach the David's Star church
can hardly forget the peacefulness that pervides tle whole scene.
Having grown up in the teacherage which lies béhinﬂ the church, the
writer of this paper has always been impressed with the unity and
the peacefulness that not only was characteristic of the mnatural
surroundings but also of the congregation which filled those
surroundings. with all its activities. Not once as a child had
this author even imagined possible the struggles and strifes that
existed in the first fifty years of David's Star's existance -
struggles which é@nt@r@d around pastors and synods.

The congregation was in fact born out of the struggles that
the confessing Lutherans of Prussia were experiencing in the early
1800's., These pecople had originally been members of the Lutheran
Terrvitorial Church in the Kingdom of Prussia, King Frederick
William I1I, the ruler of Prussia, decided in 1835 to unite into one
unicnistic state church body the Lutheran and Refomed groups which
were separated becamse of the vast differences in doctrine., The
idea of King Frederick William I11I was to @Vérl@@k or ignore those
differences in teaching and practice of the various denominations
in his sphere of influence. Those who were falthful Luvtherans
experienced persecution and imprisonment. 1In 1839 a Pastor

Johann A, A. Grabau, the members of his congregation in Saxony,
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as well as many other Lutherans in Pomerania fled to America to

find religious freedom.

Ohe of %h@ pastors near Stettin, Pomerania who also was
directly affected ﬁy these religious struggles and persecutions
was Pastor Gustav Adolph Kindermann. Kindermann rebelled against
the idea of having one uniomnistic church and for that reason was
often sought by police who were ordered to enforce that decree of
King Frederick William IIX. But even after the King died and a
partial freedom of W@rship was allowed to Lutherans in the land,
Kindermann still had meny struggles facing him, He didn’t agree

with the officials of the Breslau Synod on some issuvaes and thus

began to rebel against the synodical authority. Some of tle matters
in which Kindermann clashed with the Synod were:

1) The symod claimed that resolutions passed by pastors
and delegates were, acchrding to Scripture, in force
and could not be discarded. Kindermann disagreed.

23 The Synod classified sins as major and minoy
depending on the degree of offense given., Kindermann
disagreed

3) The Synod believed it to be separatistic if one refused
ro take communion from a pastor who teaches false
doctrine. Kindermann disagreed.

4% Kindermani objected to the use of "evengelical church”
in statements dealing with the United Church.

5) Kindermann felt that the United Church should not even
be designated a church by the Synod .

6) Kindermann did npt agree with the Synod that Lutheran

3

schools should be given over to tl United Church

In 1843 Kindermann, who four years earlier had objected to the
emigration of Grabau and Von Rohr, now saw emigration as the only
hope for freedom of conscience and religion, At the end of June,
1843, Kindermann joined Dy nearly 1,000 others began the emigration
to Amerieca. Part of tle group settled in Buffale, New York waiting

for their Pastor Ehrenstrim to be released from his officisal
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detainment in St@ttiﬁﬁ The rest of tk group moved to Wisconsin
where they divided into smaller groups to settle in the rural aresas
of what is now Cedarburg, Lebannon, and Kirchhayn. The largest
group sattled in Kirchhayn. 1t was among that group that Kinder-
mann spent his ministry in America,
A great sprit, of Christian brotherhood seemed to prevail at

the outset as everyone pitched in to help build the settlements
and establish the churches in the area. As the streams of- immi-
graents increased and more congregatims began to appear, the need
for some form of organization was apparent. Durimg June, 1845,
Pastors j@hamn A. A, Grabau. (of Buffalo, NY), Heinrich C. G.
von Rohr (of Humberstone, Canada), Lieberecht F., E. Krause (of
Friestadt and Milwaukee), and Gustav A, Kindermsnn met to organize
a synod. Kindermann himself is believed to have been the principa}
force in bringing about this meeting. He and Teacher Stiemke of
Kirchhayn traveled sometime im 1844 to visit Pastors Brohm and
Grabau in order to make plans to call a meeting at Kirchhayn to
which orthodox Lutheran p&storé would be invited to begin a gynaﬁwg
The meeting finally took place in Freistadt and Milwaukee (Kreause's
churches). Here Grabau, von Rohr, Krause, and_Kindermann organized
what later became kn@wm as the Buffalo Synod.

They declared their adhevence to all th symbolical

books (creeds) of tlk Lutheran Church aml adopted

as the basis of church govermment the Church

Regulations of tle sixteenth century, making them

binding upon all pastors, teachers, councile, and

congregations,

With this joint formation of the Buffalo Syncd, the pastors

could hardly have imagined all the strife, harsh words and splitting

S
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that was to occur in tle immediate future. The struggles were not

)

over just because they had left Rurepe, but rather took on a dif-

horll 6

ferent form. Writin

&

in this subject, E. H. Marth says, "Kinder-

oa

mann's Kirchhayn ministry during the first six years (e.g. 18L4.
L850) was not a calm and peaceful one but instead was often
devoted to’ the resolution of disputes, most of which were precip=-
itated by hi@ clergyman neighbor L, F, B, Krau&e@% As Marth says,
it does seem that most of tle problems centered around Kr&ué@@
Krause became very tyrannical in his dealing with his congregations.
At his Freistadf congregation, Krause had raghly excommunicated
a Martin Krueger, accusing him of accepting errors of Pastor
Ehrenstrm. The trouble started when Krause read from the pulpit.
a report from Grabau which said that Ehrenstrfim had fallen from th
faith. Krueger @Xpreﬁsed‘amazement and unbeliz £ at the news ard
began discussing the matter in the teacherage. When Krause found
that out, he soon excommunicated Krueger without giving him a
chance to defend himself or discuss the matter. The Kirchhayn
congregation refused to acknowledge the excommunication without
further proof, (which incidentally never seems to have been given).
While this dispute between Freistadt and Kirchhayn was taking
place, Krause stirred up more hard feelings in his Milwaukee church,
When they voted down his suggestion that they give him a certain
amount of wmoney te buy a horse and buggy, Krause refused to give
the offenders Communion. When the elders approasched him askin

him to meet with them to discuss the matter, he refused. Kindermann

2]

was drawn into the matters for his opinion and soon Grabau himself

came down to help settle matters, Grabau told the congregation o
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Btay with Krause avéﬁ though they wanted nothing more to do with

hiw. |
When Grabau left, the dissatisfied group appealed to Kinder-

mann to serve them with the Word and Sacraments instead of Krause.
Kindermenn told them that that would be impossible as he was part
of the Synod's governing body which backed Krause., But he did

ez ggeet they might try to gel an opinion from Lutheran pastors of
another synod, And that is what they did. They appealed to the
Saxon Lutheran pastors in Missouri, Angered and bitter ﬁ@ward
Krause, the group ho longer recognized Krause as their pastor. The
separated greup thenm was placed under church discipline by the

Synodical @ffici&ls which included Kindermann. The group then

brought the matter of Krause's error before the pastors in Missouri

who consequently accepted them into membership.

But while Kindermann was busy as a mediator in this struggle,

‘problems began developing at home in Kirchhayn. Many at David's

Star became sympathetic with those groups who had opposed Krause
and had broken away from the Buffalo Synod. Later in the spring

of 1847 Kindermann delivered a sermon in which he described Krause
as blameless and suffering a cross for the cause o tlk ministry.
He in effect also said the dissident group in his own congregation
was denying the office of the ministry and so also denied Chfist,
Dissatisfied at the manner in which Kindermann dealt with this sore
spot, this group also declared themselves free from the Buffalo
synod so that they could join a syned in which true doctrines could
be found. They broke off from David's Star and started Emmanuel

Lutheran Church which lies about two and one half miles norih of
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Davidts Star. Pastor E.G.W. Keyl of the Missouri Synod was called
to serve these three dissident groups of Milwavkee, Freistadt,
and Kirchhayn.

Because of tle breai, Kindermann became somewhat bitter with

Missouri and in the Buffalo Synod s publication, Kirchlichen

informatorium, placed the blame of the break totally on Fmanuel

@@ngrggatianee Needless to say, Buffalo Synod in July 1848,
excommunicated all tle members of Emasnuel Church who had previously
belonged to David's Star.

‘No doubt the whole affailr caused hard feelings in ﬁhe'cgngEEw
gation, but it wasn't the only struggle Kindermann had to face.
Other pr@bl@ms arcse especially with Ferdinand Benz who opposed
Kindermann's view of tle church. Kindermann asserted that the
church was a visible organization and that those who had left his
parish were fanatics served by a sectarian priest, Benz was
excommunicated to the ast@gishment of the parishoners, but none
of them déred to opp@sglits

Kindermann and his congregation had survived the split
and the problems that had faced them., In spite of the human faults
that caused the problems, God richly blessed David's Star congrega-
tion during the very peaceful years that followed. The congregation
outgrew its limited log cabin church and in 1855 began construction
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of the present building. Pastor Kindermann who had been 1o
over the years, died of a stroke on Efster Sunday, March 27, 1856,
Although he was unable to see the completion of the church build-
ing, the fruit of those 1 ahors continued many years into the present

time.,




‘¢; ‘ During the vacancy of the pastorate, which lasted a year,
several pastow of other synods came to preach at Davidls Star.
vmong  them are mentioned a Pastor Doerfler of the Iowa Synod and
Dr. Runger of the Eﬁdian@pmlig Synod, Finally after ameeting, the

°

congregation called Ludwig Habel of guffalo as pastor.

N

Pastor Habel himself was a very interesting person, His early

assopiations and actions plaved a large part in his dealings while

a pastor at David's Star. Born in prussia in 1825, Habel came to

America and studied at Fort Wayne from 1847-49, He then became
pastor of a Missouri Synod Cngregatien at Pomeroy, Ohlo. He soon
became secretary of the Missouri Synod in 1850, At that time.

relations between the Missouri Synod and the Buffalo Synod were

quite gtrained. Buffalo Synod was angry with Missouri because

Missouri had accepted into membership those "Rottenpredigern and

Rottengemeinden' who had b@en‘eﬁ@@mmuniﬁat%d by Buffalo (e.g. Eman-
vel Church - Kivchhayn). In 1952 Habel went on record as requesting
that Missouri Synod negotiate peace with Buffalo. Habel soon
however, left the Missouri Synod because he felt they had not always

done right in all tle cases where a Missouri man took over the

congregations which had either been excommunicated by Buffalo or
which had declared themselves free from that synod.

By the fall of 185%4, Tudwig Habel was in Madison as a free

&

in Columbia, Sauvk,

lance missionary ministering to the Lutheran ;
and Dane counties.which were uniable to get a Missouri man Lo serve
them. All the work which Habel had started was rurned over Lo il

Towa Synod in the Mid-50's when Habel joined the Buffalo Synod and




‘was enlisted by Grabau to work in Buffalo, New York,

T+ was from Buffalo that Habel was called to be pastor of
David's Star, Kirchhayn. During the fivst years at David's S%av9
the church grew and was strengthened in the unity of faith, 1In
1859, however, the congregatim became dissatisfied with the "mite
box' collection which was demanded by Grabau for his supp@ft as
"Senior Ministerius.” Questions began to arise also concerning the
relation of the individual congregations to Syno&w .On Nov, 1861,
Habel wrote to C.F.W. Walther that he had a falling out with Grabau.
He asked Walther for addresses ¢ some German theologians whom he
wanted to ask for opinions onm the case, He lad no intentions of
returning to Missouri synod but did want some weapons and ammuni-
tion fr@m the arsenals of the fathers so he would be able to
offer Grabau some opposition. Habg% then took a stand against
the Buffalo Symod stating that synod is only a human institution
while Buffalo held that synod was founded upon a divine command.
This issue also involved the procedure of excommunication. Habzl
placed the right in the hands of the local congregation according
to the Word of God, while Buffalo placed the power in the Ministerium.

Because of these unresolved clashes, Habel, by unanimous
resolution OfAth@ congregation, changed a- part of the original
constitution which had been drawn up under Kindermann., The area
that was greatly changed was the part which stated, "that all
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property of David's Star Church remain with the Buffalo
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long as only ten members wish to remain with that Synod, DBuffalo

suspended Habel from office on July 3, 1862, The Buffalo publica-
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tion, Kirchliches Informatorium began to smear Habel's name

with articles such as "Separatistich-Politische Schelmerei des
Herrn Habel." (Aug. '68, p6), The great mg}wity of the congre-
gation would not recognize the suspension of Habel and stayed
loyal to him. Only a few did not want to adopt that new constitu-

o ( o o .
tion m@{btﬁey want to brealk reletions with Buffalo Synod. Among
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these people were the wife of Rev. G.A, Kindermann (who had been

n the founding of tle Buffalo Synod), and Teacher

=o

so influential
Carl Stiemke. The group split from David's Star and called itself
"St, John Church.”” This church which is about one mile west o
Devid's Star, is at the present time a member ef the American

Lutheran Church.,

Since they had been expelled from Buffalo Synod; Pastor Habel
and the David's Star congrégation were without any synodieal
affiliation. Habel tried to organize a synod of his own and
even started a seminary to train students for the Holy Ministry.
As far as is known, three men nga_graduat@d and served in the
lowa Synod, He started a church alliance called the "Bruderbund "

(Brotherhood). The Lutheran Almanac shows that in 1873, 12

pastors belonged to the Bruderbund (v. P. Habel's Praesidium).
The Bruderbund often met at David's Star although the congregation
did not officially join the group .,

Pastor Habel also was very active in Immanuel congregation in
during his years at David's Star. When in 1864 the newly called

Pastro Lincks arrived at Immanuel, the congregation found hilm to
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be totally unsatisfactory for their éongr@g&tianal needs

despite the fact that the ecredentials which had been previously
relayed to the congrgation made the people believe he was the

right man. After three months, the angrégation begged him and even

pald him seventy-five dollars extra just to leave. Habel again

was asked to serve the congregation. .The Kirchliches Informatorium
pi@k@d;ﬂpk@ﬁig S@éyy £rom P@Stof Lincks point of view and used it
to carry out the Buffalo Synod's persconal vendetta against Habel,
The article, "Habelgchen Rinke und Schwanke - eine lehrreiche
Ceschichte aus neuester Zeit' (April 1865, wvol 13; 541) is a
prime example of the backbiting and slandering which was very
characteristic of the people of that time. The Buffalo Synod itself,
however, experienced a three-way split in the nexy year., 1In 1870
when they were again lacking a pastor, Immanuel congregation called
Habel to be their full-time shépherdw He accepted but continued to
ser§@ David's Star until they received a new pastor at the end of
that yvear.

| Habel 's health began to decline quickly after a fall from his
buggy. He realized that he was no longer able to fulfill all the
pastoral duties at Immanuel. For this reason he aitended the
meeting of Iowa Synod in June 1873 to express the wiéh that Iowa
might supply pastors for the congregations of the Bruderbund.
Iowa agreed and sent Pastor Strassbuvrg to assist Habel in his
pastoral duties, Habel hoped that this would pave the way to
elosger xelations between Brudersbund and Iowa Synod, but appar-
ently nothing came of it. Later in 1873 Habel died - obviocusly

highly respected by David's Star, tne majority of whom had stayed
2



s with him in the break with Buffalo, and very highly honored

by Immanuel where he served his last years.

The pastor who followed Habzl at David's Star was Pastor
Friedrich Eppling. Eppling was the first of a number of Detroit

pastors who could not f£ind a lasting and satisfying synodical

affiliation. Born in Alsace, he was trained in N@ﬂdette&gaug and
came to America to finish his training at Ft. Wayne.seminary. In
1853 he was accepted into the Missourt Synod but didn't stay Llong.
He also (like Habel) left the Missouri Synod in the Missouri-Buffalo
controversy because he asserted that Buffale had been wronged. He
was the guccessor of Sigmynd Fritschel of Iowa Synod at the

St. Matthew congregation in Detroit. Later he took charge of a

Buffalo Synod congregation in Humberstone, Cahada (whose first
pastor, von Rohr, and a layman were present in the meeting in
which the Buffalo Synod was organized in 1845),

In 1866, the Missouri-Buffaleo discussions left him in a
dilemna since he tried to be neutral when there was no neutral
ground.,  Four years later he took over the vacancy at David's
Star which we will remember has at that time no synodical affili-
ation. With the permission of the congregation, Eppling himself
joined the Ohio Synod. Through Eppling, David's Star came into
close contact with the Evangelical ILutheran Synodical Conference
of North America since Ohio was at that time affiliated with the
Synodical Conference. The Missouri and Wisconsin synods were of

use of this,

&
£

the major bodies in the Synodical Conference. Bec
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a consultation between David's Star émith@ neighboring Missouri
Synod pastors revealed a distinct unity in doctrine and practice
and a step toward closer fellowship was taken,

But while there was peace during Pastor Eppling's time at
David's Star, strife broke out in the neighboring Missouri church
which a Pastor H. Meyer was serving. It was not so much a marter

k@f'd@at?in@ but of life, mostly externalg, Tkg@@ngr@gation soon
split and Pastor Meyer took his followers two miles away and built
a rew church which he called Zion. The other group stayed at
the original property and kept the name and property of the original
ﬁ%lmmamuel Church which is located about two miles northweet of
David's Star. This group was condemned by the Missouri Synod
and were for a while served by a pastor who had no synodical affili-
ation. The congregation lLater asked Pastor Eppling to serve them.

After many negotiations he consented if they would apologize to

their brethren in the Zion Church, and also confess that they had
deeply wronged their former Pastor Meyer., Until his departure in
1885, Eppling regularly served the Immanuel Church,

Since Pastor Eppling himself was a member o the Ohio Synod,

congregational efforts were being made to affiliate also with that
synod and with Wisconsin Synod. When the daatfimal differences
arose between those synods during the "Elecfion conltroversy "
Eppling thought that he agreed with Ohic which tavght "intuitu
fidei" - God calls people in view of their faith. The CORgrega-

tion then sent Eppling to the Chio Synod conwention to abply for mem-

_

bership. At the meeting, Eppling realized that the Ohic wiew o

o

* The Immanuel /< not o be Confused Wweth e Immasius | /n
Cedarburg Twhien /Habel seyved .
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election did not conform to God’s Word, Instead of turning in
the congregaions application for membership, he himself severed
relations with the Ohio Synod and joined the Wisconsin Synod)

Shortly after this, Eppling accépted a call to Van Dyne, Wis,
Still with out synodical affiliation, David’s Star, together with
Immanuel church on Mill road which Eppling served, called a Pastor
Zacharias Stiemke, a graduate from the Wiscasin Synod's seminary in
Milwaukee, (Stiemke by the way, was the son of the first teacher
at David's Star). Pastor Stiemke’'s efforts in the church were
richly blessed. Since the dissension between David’s Star and the
Immanuel Church on the one hand and the honorable Missouri Synod
and Zion Church on the other hand was peacefully settled, Pastor
Stiemke and the congregation applied for membership in the Wig-
consin Synod. In ameeting in 1892 in Winona, Minnescta, David's
Star congregation was accepted as a member of the Wisconsin Synod.

So this David's Star congregation, after fifty years of strifes,
struggles, and splits and after a lapse o thirty years in which they
had been standing alone with no synodical affiliation, became a loyal
member of tle Wisconsin Synod and has remained such ever since.

In spite of teh problems David's Star experienced during its first
half century of existance, God polished them into a congregation

that up to the present time continues to enjey doctrinal unity

and a peace that come from the teaching of the pure Word of CGod,

1t has only been through the rich grace of God that this con
tion has been safely led through those years of turmoil. It is
through. the grace of God that it is so richly blessed today,

May that grace of God always be our lasting memory!
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