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In contrast to the Pastoral Eplestles where Panl gives dirsctives for the
estadlishuent of a young ohurch, the book of Aste $ells us how ths Holy Spiris

brought the message 6f the 1iving Christ from Jerusalem as far as Rome, I feel

that the ook offers an example of how the Ohufoh lives and grews,

his living, growing, conquering activity of the Obmroh kas meny facetbs.

One of them is the selecting, training, and use of servanis of the Word, %Thae

although lake's purpose obviously is not to show how %o establish a native
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ninlstry, ve can nevertheless gain some important imsights imto thls phase of
our work from the book of Acts. In this paper we shall ceater our atteatioa
upon several areas of the book which seem parsicularly fruitful for $his

purpose.

A Baplacemant for Judas
The early chapters of Acts take us back to somg of the-.-basios imvelved

iz the selecting and training of servants of the Word, Whea the Clarch was
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selecting a replacement for Judas, Peter not only states the qualificatiems,
(Ee must be an eye—witness of the things Jesus did,) but Peder also apells oud '
the purpose for which the man is to bs selected, EHs does so in these words,

"Hs should become a witness with us of Hia resurrection.” Ve semimary lustructors
are called to equip men not Just to teach religion to others, buy to tonl}f} te

a S8avior, the Buvior, Jssus, Who rose from the dead ard 1s alive and with us nov,
Poter's words show us secondly that we are %o think of these spminary studeats

not Just as futurs pastors, but as men vho-;hall.togothar with us bring this
testimony, These truths are obvious, but I think that we nsed to work at

kesping them before our mind's eys constantly, for they shall determime mo% oanly

the type of training we give thess men, but they shall also dsderaime our

personal rolaticaship $to them,.
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I do not bellove that this matter of witnessing Sogether changes whes a
natlonal eharch dody becomes indigewdouws, It aight app@ar as if cur geul shenld
be to tralam men to witnsss, "Ia place of we,” rather thda. Y48k s, Tesea~
tlally I don't belleve that this is true., Bven if, or wheam weo leave our ree
spoactive misslon f1lslds, we contlsne %o witnsss togethor with these matienal
pastors to the resurrected Savior, Dietamce can not deogdrey that relationship,
We cease to witness together, only 1f we cease %o witzess all $egether, omly Af
someone defects, or when the Lord calls us out pf ths work of the alaletry,

This relatlionship of witnessing together can not be dostroyed by dlstanis or

cultural differences, dbut I Yelieve it can be dameged 1f we fall %0 rospect end

appreciate it,

The Sevem Dassona

When the twelve asked the comgregation at Jerusalea %o solect sevea deacons,
the apustles stated euccinetly what thoy considered the essontiale of the mindssry
to be. . "e will devote ourselvee %o prayer nndlto the amlalstry of the word,® De
you and I who are traiming others, make Praysr guch am impsriant pars of our
Birletry? Are we teaching our studemts %o glve prayer the same 1lmporiamce ia
their work as the Apostles did im theirs! These words also serve $o reamind us
that the Holy Bpiris works only through the msans of grace. I% 1s ouly through
these means that the Charch lives, grows, amd conquers. Through shese means oanly,
the essential work 1o dome. There are many other things that spparsatly must
be dons in the work of a asemimary instructor or pastor, but we mngb by example
and by word to;ch our students to always give first prioridy to prayer and the

ministry of tho word, as the Apostlen 414,

Ihe Gomvarsion of Panl

The conversion of Panl gives us a sharp ploture of hov Ged mekes & man
into a witness to the rssurrasted, living Savier. You pight say that mot every-

one can be a Paul, but it s equally true that essentlally everyome of ws and
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everyone of our astudesnts muast bde a Paunl, !veriono mist bo a man vho has mef,
and lives with Jesme peraomally, Brveryone mist resogaise Jeasus a9 his eboelute
Lord, Hveryone must live dally, comatently by this grece of Ged ia Jesus elome,
Bveryons mast be willing to let himself be a vesssl which the Lord uses seserdliag
to Hig will, willing to go where the Lord wants him %0 go, 4 what $he Lef wamte
him to 4o, suffer what the lord wante him to suffer., ¥e fall daily ia regard
"to these sdssntlal qualities of a witness, gevertholonn the lerd {a &is in-
oonprohonniblo grace continues to forgive, and somehow comtinmuse $o0 uwe ws ia
thia minlatry,

The oonvarlion‘of Paul shows us tha} only‘God can make a man iute a
witness to Jesus., All of the essentials that we havo memtiomed are things
that vo as humans ocan ot give to our students. Do we perhape begia 8o

underetand more clearly why the Apostles placed such impertanss upea prayez?

| SUMMARIES OF SERNOES

The booﬁ of Acta provides us with tulnnrigu of a number of germoms,
Pater's sermon in the home of Oornelius strikes me as classic., Ia the maln
bedy of his sermoa Potor progresses from Jesus the Person, %o Hig resurreciics,
the Judgement, and fimally to forgivenses of sims through Him, %hat & pattera
to follew! Certa ‘ly we should study this and other sermoms im Aghs ee az %o
learn hov %o brimg the Word to others. Paul's aermom at Athens gives us am
exaxple of his approach to ths completely unimitiated. This is ome that we
on the misslen flelds should scrutinize metloulously, I strongly helieve
that such sermon summaries, think of it, inspired sermom summaries, should dYe

given mpecial attention elther in our homiletics or exegesis ocursss.

The Death of the Apoatla Jamas '
The death of the Apoastle James at the hamds of Hered Aprippa 1 1 a mosh
upsetting thing., Hs was one of the twelve, one of the inner ecirole of Shres

apostles, Think of how much Jamee could have done for the Church, but the lerd
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permitted him to bo.takon out of the work very early and that at the handg of
a proud undeliever, How could the lord allow such a thing to tappem? I don'$
think we can over underatand His wisdom in this life, dbut the Holy Bpiris ocam
tesch us to respect that wisdom which is so much higher than ours,

At the sams time I feel that this upsetting incident can servs to dring
our thinking in regard to the individual servant of the Word into focus, If
certainly stamps out the thought that the Lord can't build His Church without
me or without these students whom I am teaching., When we recrult gtudents for
the minlstry, we tend to emphasize the need, The Lord Himaslf tells us that

there is a need for laborers in the harvast, but it does not follew that the

tndividual can be certain that the Lord shall use him for a long tima in the
pinlstry, You or I or anyone of our students might be another James, whom the
Lord in His wisdom takes out of the work at an early date. One thtdkis of the
recent death of Professor lautz, which to our thinking certainly was untimsly,
¥hen one of us or one of our students appears sbout to be taken out of the -
work elther through death or through physical or “ental collapase, it is than
that we pray or rather plead, "Lord spare me and use @e in Your servioce," or
"Lord spare him and use him in Your gervice,® Buch praysr, I belleve, sxpresses
the only attitude toward our own ministry which agreés with the facta,
I believe that the death of Jemes can eerve to give us such & sober,

realistic attitude toward ourselves and others in the work. Then we and our

students shall not think that we are doing the Lord a favor by serving, mor
shall we become olodding work-horses, but rather we shall be ever so grateful
to our Lord for each new day that He permits us to serve,

1 think it is significant that sheortly after reporting the death of James,
Luke writes, "But the word of the Lord cogtinuad to grow mnd to be multiplied.”

This untimely death could not stop the spread of the Word,

Timothy.
™Mmothy is a classic example of a msn whom Pavul selected and tralned for

the ministry. Paul chose Timothy on his second missionary journey through Asle
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Minor, Apparently Paul had converted Timothy on she firet journey., Whea Paul
came to Lystra sgain several years later, ho wvas able to see the progress this
young man had mede in the faith, lLuks tells us $oo that Timothy was well spoken
of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconlusm,

The kind of training that Timothy reseived is of special importance %o
us, I belleve. 1 don't think any formal training or teaching is mentioned,
although I feel sure that Paul did this from time to time as clrcumatancaes
pormitted, Timothy traveled with Paul, lived with Panl, Timothy mo only
heard Paul's message again and again, he aleo observed Paul's proparatlon for
his work, Paul's prayer 1ife, Paul's reaction to success or fallure, Panl's
way of coping with problems -~ all excellent training which is ocutside hs
clasaroonm,

Do we give our men emough of this kind of tralming? Are we perhaps too
mch afraid to let them get close to us and ghare in our personal spiritual
11fel I realise that in Mequom this is quite impossibdle to do im any measure,
The Btate-side vicar program, however, provides opportunity for this sort of
sharing of personal 1lifs, work, experiences with the pastor im charge., On %he
nisaion fleld wve seminary instructore are able to do thie sort of thing ourselves,
if we are willing, If we shield our lives and work from our studrats too sBuch,
¥e rob ourselves of great Joy and satlsfaction in working companionshlp, she
giving or sharing of personal approaches to spiritual problems, observing, fseling
the young map grow spiritually,

As Flmothy learns from Paul, us he gnina»oxperienoo with Paul, ss he matures,
we 808 Paul giving him more and mors responaibility until finally as Paul writes
his second letter to hlm, we find Timothy apparently in charge of the church or

churches in the large metropolitan center of Ephesus,

The Miasion Seminary at Ephesus
The 1ittle miseion seminary at Bphesus that luke deseribes for uns in

chapter eighteen had one student, Apolloas, and two teachers, one of them a
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woman, When God provided the student, Aquila end Priscilla began. the seminary
programn., They found Apeollos preaching a truncated Gogpel, 8o thay toek him ia
and explained the way of God to him more mcourately. That was thelr ocurrlsulum
- explaining the way of God more mccurately, The Holy Spirit worked im %hise
san's heart glving him the deeire to go t0 Achala. 3By this time hp mueb have
besn wall enough prepared for the work, for his fellow-bellevers not ocaly ea-
couraged him but also recommsnded him to the believera in Orsece. %The Holy
Spirit slso bleseed Apollos' work for Luke tcl}l us that h§ helped greatdy
those who had belleved through grace., Apollos methed? It was the only mathod,
Luke says that Apollos taught Jesus from the Beriptures,

I feel that all the ezsentials of any seminary progras are present im
this 1ittle eplsode, DBecause it was o misslon fleld, bacaeunse it was very small,
this little seminary could be, it hsd to be flexidle, flexidle enagh &wen to
have a woman lnstructor, I bYelleve that our seminary prograss should be as
Tlexible as posaibla 80 as to mest the needs of the individual situstion, dut ws
dare not omit any of the ssssntials that we have im this example, such as
careful selection of atudents and faculty, thorough trainlag im God's word,
recommendation of tﬁe candidate to the church upon graduation, The scope of our

flexibility must remain withim God's word and the epirit of the Gospel,

Ppul's Tarewall to the Elders a% Milatus

If you stop to ponder Paul's farewell to the olders at Hilgdus for a
while, it becomes hard to imsgine that anyone of us could, or po-sibl; should
actually talk about himself the way that Paul does hera., Paul epeake of his
exemplary way of 1life among them, of how he served the lord im all hamility,
preaching the full Gospel, La tella of how he coveted no man's ailver or gold
or clothes and of how with his own hands he sarmed his dally bread. How can hes
talk about himself in such a wayl! One feele a bit uncomfortable Just suggesting

that we should perhaps speak in a similar way at times,
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Let'a try to‘lnnlyzo Paul's way of speakinpg about himeelf. I shimk 1%
helpes to think of several growps or types of peeple, First of all $here are
people who are proud, Just plain proud. TFhenr there are people who are proud
of their humility. They are concernad about you notiocing thelr humilitw,
There is a third group which is actually lmsble. It is often impossidle %o
distingulsh them from the first group, the proud, Ths genlunsly humdle speak
freely of themselves dacause they don't care whethsr you think shey are bumble
or not, Abwolute pride and absolute humility speak the same lamgusge. Such
abaolute humility, however, will not do for a Christiua. Parhaps I don't care
whetLer other peopbe think I am prond or not, but I must care, Hapeclally ia
regard to my students, I must care. If they think I am proud, I will be an
offanse to then,

Paul had a gift which I believe unly the Holy Spirit can bestow, Ka wae
able to speak frassly of his own good works without appsariag $o be proud,
Through it all you know the man is genuilnely hmsbdle., I do belleve that you and
I need to ask the Holy Spirit for thie same gift, the gift of being adls to
speak of our own Christian lives freely without appearing proud. I think we
need to be abls to do that so that some of the things the Holy Spirit has
accomplished in us may rudb off on those whom We teach., If we are unadle to

speak of ourselves, a doorway to instructlion, a doorway that Paul used guite

frequently, remains closed to ua.

How the Holy Spirit ¥Yorks
In tracing the Goepel message as it resached from Jerusalem to Rome,
the book of Acts also shows us how the Holy Spirit worka, I feel that an
cugatanding characteristic of the Spirit's manner of work, 1s a cortaln divine
freedom which He uses. He does the same thing in many different ways.
Take Paul and Apollos and Timothy as examples. Conslder the viry different
ways in vhich the Holy Spirit brought each of them imto the serviss of ths Qhurah.

¥ith Paul it was the spectacular confrontation on the way to Damascus, Aquila
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and Priscilla took Apollos, the eloquent speaker, in hand and taught hiam %o
proclalm Jesus, the enly BSavior, A few years after converiing !ino@hy. Panl
came through Lystri again, took Timothy alomg, and in time he becams ome of
the leaders of the Ohurch. The Holy Hpirit certalsly worked in differen’d waye
to bring these men into the ministry,.

Consider also the training of the same three., Paul learmed %o knov $ha
014 Testament in minute detall as a pharisee and at the feet of Gumeliel., Jesus
sad the Xoly Spirit taught Paul to put the Old Teotamsat imto foous and realise
that it all pointed to God's Son, Jesus, the Bavior, Apolles got his trainisg
in thet llttle two—toemcher seminary im Ephesus., Tlmothy begaa by travaiing witk,
and running errands for,‘Paul. the master misslonary. He got his seminary
training through travel and trouble., But again see how differeatly the Holy
Spirit worked in the tralning of these three men,

Yo tend to atrive for systematlo organization aand uniformity im the werk
of the Chorch and rightly so, Bacause the Olmroch ie ia this world, we meed
syoten and uniformity %o keep things orderly, bdut let ue mot lose eight of,
and sbove all respect for, the divine freedom of the Hely Bpirit, Lotz not
try to force Him to work in the same mannser in every place and at svery tims,

¥o are working im different countries where conditioms are very differeat.
The sttitudes of the artlonals toward the Caugssien or the American sad hie
religion are differsnt., The dally 1life of the individual believer, the 1life
of the Church are different, Dare we insist that the work be carried om ia
the save manner ln these various countries? I believe that im these conferences
we should strive, strive very hard to maintain, and deepen the unity of spirit
among our far-flung seminaries, but I think that we should work no% quite so
hard for unified organiratior and identical cutward forms, Lst's mot force
-uéb uniformity upon the Church. Let's leave room for this divine freedom of
the Spirit, I think it was J, P. Xoshler who said that the Gospal sesks new

forms from time to time, I would like to add that the Holy Bplrit mey wse
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different formas at the same time, ‘
Anothor fact that I feel the book of Acts brings home Yo us very siroagly
s this that the Xoly Spirit 1s the one ¥ho does the real work. He is the éae
Who doss the real work in establishing a matiomal mimlstry. He provides all
the osgsntimls. He prepares the hearts of the men, works in them the faith 1u

the Savirr, enanbles them to live for the Savlior, glves thelr preaching eneccess

£o that they may be sble to win others, 411 of these things the Holy Bpirit doas.
Yo éan't do any of them., W¥e can only thank Him that Hs has chosen o work ia
us, and through us, to continue to work ian others,

That 18 the utory of the Ohurch's 1ife, growth, conquest, be it from
Jerusalsm to Rome or from the U,85,A, to Lusaka, It 1s the same story, the
wopdroung story of the Holy Spirit's work from begiraing to eund, Eqv can wo

over thank Kim snough for having chosen us %o have a share in 1¢!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. This puper didn't cows close to exhansting all the inaightes for workerw
training that we cun gut from the book of Scts., Are there any that I mssed

which you would liks to pout out &t this tims?

2. The vermon summarles in the book of Acts are part of God's imepired ward, E
Doss this meen that we rust #1dxe them according to content, foram, hoailetlcal
principles, etc,?
3, Tho book of Acta ohows that the Apostles lanod very heavily upon the 04
T-stamwsat in thelr preaching and teaching, Does this tell ue anything about
the lmportance we should give to Old Teatament gtudies? Bhould we perhaps im~
troduce a Hebrew courve at an early dakel
L, Please compare the following ms to importance, valus, eto.

A, Training by ueuns of classroom type tsachlng.

B, T-salning by letting our spiritual 1ife, work, attitudes "Rub oft," om

our sin’snte through close personal contact,

Tinelly, I wish to urge that we continue %o use the Soriptures to seek from God

not only the doctrins t.aat we should teach, but also the methods we should follow

aa we atrive Yo aestmblish a national ministyy in our respective flelds,




