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Directives Drawn Fiom
T & IT Timothy & Fltus .
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A graduation cersmony beld at Dr. Hartin Luther Collegn,
New Ulm, Minnssota sarly in the last decads prebably provided the | <
first impulse for this paper. ' Prof. B. B, Xowvalks vas the cpeaksz.
In looking back over his ministzy he sald that he would havs liked
to have given moze attention to Beriptural exzampleos and directives
for mathods in our work. This paper is an attampd axplore I and.
I Timothy and Titus for such dirsctives and exarples in regard to -
the establishment of a national ministry in misslon flelda.

The reason for choosing these beoks is guite obvicus.
Thae resporsibility placed upon | hy and T4i¢ %@gﬁ mugh ¢the

same as ours, namely the establ. né al mindetry in our
respactive misalon fields., To Timothy Paul writas, "Now thereforae,

my son, take strangth from the grase of God which is ouzg in Christ
Jesus., You heard my teaching in ¢the presence of many witnoesses; §u@
that teaching into the charge of man you can £2ust, such man as willd
be compatant to taach othezs,” and to 2itus, "y inteaddaen In. . -
leaving you bahind in Czratse was that you should fat in ozder what
was left over, and in particular should instituls eldexs in each 3
town." (II Pim, 211,27 Titus 1:5. All zaferances ia this paperx aze
from the Naew Znglish Bibla,) S : ’

Ceztainly all of us have studled thaze bogks before, bub
I don't think that any of uz has evazr studlad 2 in ¢his kind of a
situation, that is togother with a group of man charged with this -
same responsibility, a group made up of mes serving sevaral
different countriss at & groat distancs fzom sagh other and under
an extrema variety of ocultural, soclal, .and @ e conditieons;
but nsvertheless all serving for ¢he same purpess, the'establish-
ment and continuation of a natienmal ministzy. 3% 42 my hope that
the pressure of raaponsibility pleced upoh U3 DAy causa us &o
search more deaply into thesa books %@gQﬂi%%@%&@@g for our work.

Let us procsed somewhat like a persem czosaing a pool
in a Japanesa gardan by means of stappingatones. %he steppingstonas
are selected passages which 7 fesl deal most dizectly with our wozk.
va shall pause at each ona in an attempt to approciate tha view from
that particular point. A% the end of the f@p@x I intond to offer
some general conclusions plus soma suggestions for discusslon. I
~uggest that you open youz Dibles to I Timothy 80 you can follow
tne references.

I Tizmothy

1:1,2 paul immediately smphasizes his call. Let's not lose
vight of our call and commissloning. Isn‘t it tIve that each one

(¢ us cin say, "God our Savior has commanded ma t0 bring His Gospal

to ... (Contral Africa, or Latin Amezrica ox whatever asxea it may be,})?
0o we think, live, work, spesak as men who are aware that tha Lord

nas placed us where we axe wmrking now? Dy the way, Paul dossn’t
sound like a "Friandly Counsalozx. ~
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“8on in the faith,” spotlights a freguant aﬁvaﬁ%&g&
and joy in miassion work, tha joy of working with people whom the
Lord has brought to faith through you.

The misgionary pastor needs: “Cracs,® for hils sin,
"Marcy,” in his ¢ribulations, ®*Psace,” in his troublns and doubts.

1:13,4 There wara serious dostrinal troubles in thasa young
churches. B8Boma of thesgae people were in teaching-positions, No
wondar that Jaul urges such great cara in the selactlion of man for
a national ministzy

L25=7 Paul eontrasts hia alm and objact of love with the
falsa teachers® "Wildernsss of woerds,.® - an ald in the datection
of falss tsaching.

1:8~11 Mission churches need to learn to uze God®e lav for what
it is - something that condemms, scmathing dirsctad at people who
are gquiley.,

1:12=14 Do we stop to thank God for providing ws with the qua-
lifications for our work? We must sel an exzample ap Paul did and

then encourage cuz seminary studsnts and natiomal pasiors to thank
God for cheosing them to be bearers of the message. He has chosen
them and us in spita of cur sin and froguent lack of appraciation

for the wonders of the Cospal ministry

1:18«17 The cors of the Gospal, "Christ Jesus came in%o ¢tha
world to save sinmpers.® We need ¥o usa such words as a touchsione
for all things. Laet us like Paul, before tha ayaes of our pacple

and espocially our students be obviscus, living szamplas of tha tzuch
of thase worlls. Tiey naed to know that we too are men, ainful wen,
who live, who can hopa to live only by the grace of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord,

Li11l§-29 We dare not forgat that wa are in @ spiritual battle.
We mast fight to hold to our commlszsion and €o fulfill it. The
social, uconomic, and legal structures in which wa must Live and
work are trequantly corrupit, bud that is no excuss. Timothy lived
and «=oibnd in a corrupt world ¢oo. As foreigners we are axposad to
temptal iung that seem new. Therafore we must be all the moxa alert

an we 4o hattla, We must remember to arm ourselvas with faith &n%
a gourl congclence, It ia more ¢han pozsible For a missionary to lose

both Dontt lat the State Slide "Herxoes of the Paith,® ettitude
tovard miveionaries fool your. The danger is real. 7The battle must

we real 1 f 7@ are to suzrvive in faleh.

2e-7 We are sharzl; limdted in our work, but we are 1.0’ limited
in our _avers. We can pray ror the millions whom we can never hopw
SR ety o v ' Ve dazxe not foxget to

R vikh the Gospel masgsage ourselvau. ® e ge

cTav o Uhe nation in whieh wa live and work, Recently a Japangso
A wer - lte gurprised when ( told him that we includn the Japanese

govers et [0 our prayoers,
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238-15 The living Church oomps DN »
a diffarance. Each sex has lts ocwn place in the life of the
Wowan ara not €o asgums positicns of asuthozrlity over menm, The
tuzal climate of the coumtzy will certalnly have a stromg effeat
upon woman'’s work in the church. B8pacific nseds may also make a
differance. Priscilla, no doubt, gave Apcllos scme of his seminary
training, ‘Acts 18324-28,)

3117 At ths head of Paul’s list of qualifications for teachers
in tha churzh he places the expression "dal oun,® which I beliove
should Le taken %o mean simpls nacessity. The uvrgant need for nat-
ional pastors, our eegezness to £111 this need, our joy over finding
somgone who wishes to be a pustoxr wmay tempt us &0 skip over somn of
these qualifications. Paul’s “dai oun,® talls us that we dare not

do 80,

The qualifications that Paul requiz fall into
three groupa. The mozal qualifications are ver Thay aven
include such things as an even temparment which allbws for sound,
#ell-balancad thinking. In addition %o this a man must be aph to
teach. In this area of intallectual glfts do we poasibly tend to
sat lLigher standards than Paul? %he third qualification is ¢that a
man shall not he a recent conve®®. Christi vezpon sanse will hava
to determine when a man 1m no longs?s a recent eonvard. 2 think that
i our Japan mission most of ug feel that he must have sharsd inm the
+ 1ife of our church for at leas® cn ysmar aftor his baptlsm, Thera
18 another qualification which Paul scams to faks for granted. he
asplrant for such a taaching positicn in the church whieh inoludas
leadcryhip must be of the mals sax. If vou aliminaty the ghaptar
divigron hers, you ses that Paul isn®e taking this for gzantad, He
hag already mada it abundantly cleaz. 1In fact you might evan say
‘that Peul introduces the matter of the Christian ministry with a
disgcusslon of tha propur place for men and woman reapevtivaly in the
llife ot the Church.

The fact that the aspirant must be above raproash »za-
cludes that he is wall-known to tha paocple of the congragation. BHe
ausgt 2lsn have a good raputation with the non-Christlan publia,
Herma 1 believe soma careful distinctions must be mads, The paople
Paul speaks of in I Corinthlans 1:123-3) weze possibly daspised by
the non~Christian publie, but not for reascns of immorality. Om
the othar hand, people whn hava & bad reputaticn bacause of thairx
immorality ertainly are most welcoms in the church, bud not asz
laaders, arn least not until their new 1ife as a child of Cod has
arased Lhe formar evil raputation., Pezheps at this point 14 might
be well o mantion that people who are despised by thelr own community
mey gravitate to the relatively foraign co%muni&g of the Christian
C’huxch 1 Helieve tl.ly can be good, bad, or indifferaent depanding
on the sueciflce clrcumstances,

G--13 In our mission fields we oeom to find it quita necessary
and natural to have mon £111 teaching positions and serviny positicns
of lesser rasponsibility before entaring the full pastoral ministry,
Tha qualifications are essentially the sams &4 those for positicaz of
highei rasponaibility. Wa sesm to shy away {rom subjacting tha wives
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<0 the same acxu&igzm The buusiness world d@@@aﬁéﬁamm ad Lo
doing so. We certainly should do 80, The lagf gentoicn; :;&mmﬁ%
paragraph regarding dsacons seemg %@:ﬁi% TaEY - @@tmma&%y‘%ﬁxﬁm@ ’ b3
church workars in our aisslon £laldsi"H Por deacons with 'a': ;:
racord of sazvlice may ¢laim a high standing and the Kﬁﬁh?“%@ '
spaak openly ¢m matters of the Chriation, f@i&%@ | ’@*1_ ,&,‘

14,23 The Church i3 %ﬁ@,iFW%%ﬂ@E@ of tho 1&@&%@ God,

is the pillar and the foundatlon of the twuth for all the W@glﬁ@ﬂ
We nesd to kesp this in mind a3 we acsent maﬁiim&l@ for work in -
the Church. IZ you or I ware working in the paracial ﬁﬁyﬁxmm@m%”.
of a federal mint and wazeo chargad with the ﬁ%@@@@@i@&lﬁﬁy of
accapting applicants for jobs inm the mint, I am gura. that b@@&@ﬁ@
of the nature of the work, wo would fesl @@m@@iﬁm@% %@ﬁmﬂ o ba
axtremaly careful as to whom wa accapk, How mucl 710

iz a matter of serving in the housshold of the ! %&@% ﬁm@@ii %2;' }f

it may seam that holdiag ¢o these @%&ﬁ@&gﬁﬂiumﬁmﬁﬁﬁ o ]
expacting the impossible. I do not ballsve that this'ds the casa,
Paul was not living in a dream world. " Heo and Timoihy @W@@pt@ﬁ raal
men on the basis of these gualifigaticns. 3 belleve W are azvaris
‘neing the sama thing in our missicn €ields today, . The Lord i v
providing His Church with man who @%@@ th@@@ @maii§%@%% @@J@, I kﬁ@w

He is dolny 8o in Japan 3,

T

: T ot
I would like ¢o sum Ep @hwa @%@ﬁi%ﬁ by rafezzing b&@ﬁ @g
verss nina of chaptez thres. Thiz seams to sum up the %@iﬁigﬁéﬁ =y
life we are to expect nf the asplzrant for tho minlstey, .16’ @i&@i%&@éﬁ
academlio orthodoxy as well as vague x%iﬁgi@gﬁ @mﬁﬂi@nawi@a@ They .
musl be mon who ¢ombine.a clear conscispnce with a ﬁi%m ﬁ@l@ oo the
deap truths of ouxr faith,®

Paul immediataly reminds ugm in vezsa L9 ﬁh@% %h@%@ ﬁﬁ@@p
truths,” are wystaries. The mc@m&m@m tha rasuzzeadlcn, the
angels’ interest in Jesus and in our galvation, all are mysteries,

A man comay to Africa and emlits certaln wibrations into ¢he alr from
his throat. Ancther man raceivaes these vibraticns through his aar.
That's the bigger part of the tachnical procass, but as a result the
haarec 18 fresd from the powsx of death and shall 1ive etdrnally with
his Creator in glory and splendor toowondezful for us o imagine.

|7in roed men in the ministry who a@m-p@ and balleve thede my@&@ri@%

‘a8 rystories.

111 Thara ara toiny to be herd-on attacks on @mﬁ falth and
frendom In Christ. To withstand such attacks these young chuzchas
nand men in the minlstry who combine a clesar c@nm@i@nﬁ@ with 2 £izm
hold on thae deep truths of our felth,.

416-10 Hare as in many o lacas Paul w&x@%@@§ inﬁﬁgwiv@g
lgorous pacsonal gpiritual 1 f@ Lor Tiww&hg Wa noe va nuch
'imu, thought, sffort to personal study, moditallion, and prayer.

4:11~14 Varse eleven gives us another facet of Timothy's aall
and comnission. Pauls choice of verba and usse of two varbs gives
it an intensive tona., Timothy was young. We too frequantly have
young men serving on mission flelda. Thassa nan do not have -
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exparianca, but thase men do have'agall frem
Chuxch, They also have God-given” abllitles.
pe slightad. Thase men themsalwas, thalsy o

ale e oz Sty XN Brig!
of the church must ba led to zespentiibelr calliand appre ,%ﬁ%?%%%ﬂg
and uze their abilities. We musd bo'garsful thag these young man

do not fall into a frame of mind whore thay in deferency-to.thelr. .
eldars hold back from cazzying oud thalzr call o ﬁﬁﬁiﬁgﬁﬁﬁiggga@f.
B T, i

of thelr Cod-given abilities. g L R
S Co a0
4:15,16 Ona can't help but admirs the realistic, fagbual way '

that Paul treats the matter of tha youthful missicnary., fa dces

not tell Timothy to act like an expezienced oldewm;many¥;Ihis would:

be false. Rather Panl urgss Timnthy,-$hrough’ specch "and -bahavior, .
by love, f{idellity, and purliy, €0 1 %@'@@x%@ﬁalfﬁyixﬁﬁu@i4g:@@x@%ag
Such spizitual progress will bs manifest to all and will:giys him' -
the respect of his pesople and co-workerg. Timothy ls to keep watch
on his own spiritual 1ife however, not just for the purpose of win=
ning the ragpact of others. RathaTr he la abow >@ concarned
about his own salvatlion. What sound advica fozr all of us of any age.
Don't try to ba semuthlng that you are not. Give attention to your™"
own salvation, your own spiritual progress, and your call. Raspach
from your fallow Christians willd follew quite naturalliye DR Ak

c (:" »,\‘

5:17,18 paul speaks rather seftly in regazd ¢o titles for men:: "X
in the ministry but he spasaks vory strongly about genulne honox which
I believe hars includes giving them money oF goods. We aze not to A
lot our young churches think thad 4uat giving a pastoz. an %@m@rifi@Aa§
titls takes care of the matter. %hosa who laboz in the word arae toO. 4
be honored not just with words and phrases bm%i@Eaﬁw%yﬁ@@aﬁ%;aifﬁ§%§§§

‘ ﬂ:.,.,‘yy"»_. VoL ,':‘,'\)‘"'*73:" . - . \‘

5. K N .'
(3 EIRE A

3:19-22 ¥ational pastors are ¢o be honored as servants of tha i 0,5
Word. These pastozs havs been ¢alled as public teachezs. Doth-of
these considesations will serve o detarmine what you do when chargas
are brought againet tham. (Note again that Paul i3 not dreaming -
about some religious utopea. He is assuming that such charges will
probably be brought and he iz not zullng out the posalbility that

tha person chargad may ba guilty. The question is, what do you do?)
You never accept gossip. If tha chazga is substantiated, it must be
dealt with publically. This will be a help ¢to tha peopla and to tha
ccher pastors in thelr own battls against temptation. This la an
oxtremely grave mattaz. Paul uwaes an oath in chazging Timothy to
follow his directives. He ends with a preventive measure. Thse way
to avoid defrocking px@e@@diniﬁ 12 quits obwious., Don’é ba b
about ordaining peoplg. He gives this matier a fZinal rathew painful

= r .
ERrust whan he says that if you have bsen hasty in accapting somacna
For the ministry, and them he 18 defrocked, you share the guiit,

5:23 This comes as an intarjeotion., I think that the fact
that it is an interlection is also significant., Paul ia daeaply,

~arsonally concernad about his friend Timothy's woll-haing. Paul
‘ust has ko inject this item which might be of help to his friend.
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Our relitionship to our fellow-workers of any zace oz natlon must
be far richer, far deeper, far more parsonal thad professicnal
propristy! By tha way, a poscible logical zeazem for ¢thls dtem
coming wharae it does, is the fant that thers 18 nothing guite likes
thu abova-mentioned troubles in the church which will give tha |
dedicated, peaca-loving missionazy neuro-physlcal health problaers.

5:24,25 When people apply to ba workerxrs in the church, give the
mattor time to jell. Certainly Paul wanted thils church to get on

its feeot, equiped with its own pastors as scon 4s posslible. Strange
that there is no feeling of hurry hers - rathay the opposite. Paul
is saying that you can't go wrong oy taking it slow in there matters.

6:11,12 We dara never forget that we are 8tlll ln ths race our~
selves. We could defact. We dapze nevey speak ©L act Zrom the
position that all foreign micsionaries auvtomatically recgsive eternal
life. This awareness sats the tone for our relationshlp to nur
fellow national pastors and students, Wa are fellow-runners with
them, as much in nead of eternal 1ifa as they ars.

I1 Timothy

1:12-14 If Paul is saying, "What He has put into my charge.”
then I think Paul is speaking of the Gospal and he iz expressing
his confidenca that God shall continue to provide peopla to pro-
claim the Gospel until Christ zeturna. The ascanded Lord had been
doing that for the Christlans at Ephesus. (Epheszians 4:11,12.) We
cara experiencing this on our mission £islda. Wa must think of our
seminary students as precicus gifts of our Loxd ¢o His brida, the
Church. This is what thay are. e muat treat them accordingly.

Note how Paul insists upon orthodoxy, but he leaves no
room for ahstract orthodoxy. Here it is coupled with falth and
love, centerad in Christ, all the work of the Holy S8pirit. Oux
teaching and our life must ba ona.

4:1,2 This is8 our work in a nutshell

"Take strength from the grace of God which is ours in
hrcist Jesus.” Paul begins with this. Don't take this for granted.
wa need to be practical about it, The graca of God in Christ Jesus
-omes to us through tie muans of grace. This maans permonally
studying and hearing God's word as it is written Iin Scripture and
preached Ly others. It means remembaring our baptism. It means
receiving the body and blood of che Savior frequently oursalvas.
This is the way, tha only way, to take strength from the gracae of
God which is ours in Christ Jesup. If we do, avary facet of our
werk, our teaching, our life will radiata with the love of God in

Thiaet,

You and I havae a lot of thaughts and ldeas as to what
. gootd Too the mission churchas. Some are good. Cfome, no doubt,
are bhad. e mugt ramenbar that the main thing, the first thing wae
ve to transmit to our students is the Apostles' teaching.

P BUARM
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We are to put this teaching into thelr hands. "Don'% think
that only a Caucasian can preserve it - presarve it alivo. .

CPut 4t into the charge of man you can trugt. - UWs
ara to be selactive about thess men as Pand hbd outlinaed.in his
first lettsz to Timothy. ” s’

Theazs men must be compatant to teach others. OCur
atudants ars not only to racelve the torch but they are %o pasa
it on to tha next generation. In eagh of our flelds wa are
beginning a chain remaction teaching process which is to contlinue
until Jesus returns. This is ouz hops. This must be our intentlon.

33:1-9 EBvan abusiva, radieal opposition to wholgsowms teaching
can be expactad. o

4:1-5 Note how Paul strasses intensive teachling activity.
This is when tha rsal things are happening. 7This i3 when tha Hely
Splrit i3 working., This is when p@@il@ ara bagin reborn and
strengthanad in thelr hold on eternal 1ifs. I¢ i3 in tha momant
whan the Word is being taught. We must keep teaching intensively.
This is not to bas a wildly enthusiaztic erratic outpouring, but
sane, calm, intansive teaching. {(V.3)

4:9,10 Look at the impostance that Paul places upon personal
contact with these workers in the church. Think of bow often his
letters contain similar notes. Paul had much €o give €o the Church
and to his fellow workexs. Apparantly he £8lt the best way to do

go was through personal contack. Whaen you think of the fraquency
of thesa personal consultatioms, the time, distance, effoxk, expansa,
and danger involved, you can't help but conclude thak Paul gave
personal consultations with follow wexkara a-very high priority.

He apparently felt it was a necagsity. Obvicusly no single one of

us is a Paul, but the Loxd has andowad each ons of us with partioular
spiritual gifts. We need to shaze thase gifts with one ancther in’
ordar to further this woxk to which He has callad us. This con-
ference itsel? indicates that we shars Paul's opinion that the best
way to share such blessings is through perscnal contact. If we wish
to follow Paul's lead ifi this matter, I think that conferences of
this will be held froquently in the futurae. '

\
¢ Titua

One can't help wondaring how old thage congragatlions
on the island of Crate wers. Apparsntly Paul wanted to b@%iﬂ the
astablishment of some sort of national ministry very shoxtly after
misslion work began.

1: % Part of Titus' call and commission was essentlally the
same as ours, namely the establishmant of a national ministry.
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1:6 I beolieve tha word Panl us , ’

is quita definice and atrong. - Thovo tasts 8dmply should ba. !
obgarved, Paul requires meral standards of tha sage lovel 'as

in Bphasus. 7This is not a reglemald i Shage o '&cﬁﬁ\ﬁt¢ww
I e L, N g e Y
T

SRR L. iz A ad
139 The Chuzrch always has te battls her w@ylimﬂﬁhﬁéggﬁﬁgg
wozld, no mattor whora she may bo.. ¥ Fhesa natis al. pashtors: Wit

bs men who both preclaim wholaseme teaching and also coniuka. the
objactoxs. Thess pastors dazo not be.ocpe-alded goinz. They. et

taach and rafuts. '5

2:15 Agaln Paul stresses intensive teaching @ﬁ%ﬁ%i%ﬁ“ﬁ@m@léﬁ
with respect for Titus' call ¢o tmach. ' ‘

3312 Ona gets the impresalen that ¢thers was a conptand
coming and going of men betwsen Paul and ths miszsion gtatlions.

Paul had so much ¢o give to thexo men and theso young chuzches.

He wants to use the tims the Lozd grants him in this 1ife to bestow
these blessings as effectively a3 possibla. hppazaently . he

this called for personal gonsuliatics whersver poasibla. Wa den's
have to ba defensive about confarences of this nature. We are
following a good pragadant. '

General Congluslons

1. Paul’s directives for tho acceptance oz selactien of natlenal
pastors apply at all times and everywhers., They aze based mok upon
reglonal ox passing sircumstances, bud vpon the naturs of tha
Church - The hougehold of the 31%1@@ God ~ and upen the nature of
the ministry - man called by the Lord ¢o proclnlm 2he grace 0f God
in Chidist Jesus. :

2. The keynote of tha missienary®s activity 48 2o be intansive
teaching, intensive teaching, intennive teaching.

3. We missionariss dara never torget that wa too are renning
the race for eternal life. Oug personal spiritval 1ife must be
vigorous so that wa do not lose the falth ourselvas.

4. One of the apparent purposes of thess lulters was to give
Timothy and Titus a type of backing or support in thelr work.
From these letters the peopls of the congregation could sea for
themselves the directives that thesa men had zrecsiimed from Paul.
I believe we should use these latters the same way. We should
not only try ¢o follow thelr dizectives. We @h@mi@ alao strive
to make cur pacple familiar with and keep tham famillars with tha

content of these latteras. We shonld cﬁ§? these letters ag we with
our people make degisions, detexming poliocy, stzive to soive prc=

blema in the church. Than our g@@@l@ will realisse that thase
directivas do not come from us but from Paul and the Lord. Thus
we will also bas leading them to consciously follow thesa sams

directives.
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5. Paul apparently consldured personal contact k@%%@@ﬁ?ﬁ-@@i@mﬁ.
workera from various fields to be wvery: pportant. - Gueh pargonal:
consultation was carriad on guits fregque é&y]@m_%yiﬁ%ﬁ@@ﬂ&h@ieﬁa%
in tine and momey. Ha %év@ﬁ suoh PArago @@@K&ﬁ%;hig%é@%ﬁ@xiéyg
Wae would do well to fbllow his example TR (LN s Lo
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1. What aort of zagponaibllity. amd authority do cur call and .
comulssion placs upon us? A o IO IR

]

. y o ‘:-7 [\
N .

2, There are variocus levels of zesponsibility in the church:
deacon, bishop, pastor, parigh worker, Bvanyelist, intaorprater, -
etc. Should thers be any varlaticn in the qualifications for
these various positions? ' oo

3. Cu.s you think of any axceptlonal situatiocns 4n which the
qualifications for ths ministry prescribed by Panl nead not be
ragquirad? R 1 T R PR S

o AR el e
4. It appeira that Paul’s misslon congrogations providad the
financial support for thelr pastors.: Was this the .resul: of an
"Indigenous Church® policy or was it mervly & mattar of clroum-
stances. In Paul’s day the financial situaticn was ths reverss
of ours. The "Mother Church” was peor and the “Daughtap Churches®
saem to have baen more affluant.

[

Permit me to conclude wilth a sketchy comparisecn of
Paul's time and cuzxs, We speak of Ged pz@@mgi@g the world to:.
d has done far

roceive the message of fils 8on. I feel thad
more in cur time oxr rather for our time.

The far-zeaching Roman government Rads
one country to anocther easy £oz Paul, I w that thers aze a
number of excepticons, but isn'e it trus that we, especlaliy as
American citizens, are able to trxavel quite fxeely through many
parts of the world? Transportation was good in Paul’s day. It
is true, but stop and compare the way Paul moved tis men around
the Mediterranean on foot and horsshack alony Roman zoads and in
3ailing vessels, compars that with today’s Jel aly travel and
instantaneous telephona communication., There was relutive safety
in travel in Paul's day, but this dossn’t begin to comprra with
the safety you and I enjoy. Paul had the advantage of Lhe widely-
spoken Greek language, but consider what God had donu ir our tima.
Take our two most distant missicn fields, Zambia and Japan, for
example. If a national in either cne has a second language 1% will
mogtly likely be BEnglish, English whigh ig your mother tongne and
mine. In our day the Loxd has through the @ggiﬁﬁ ©f tha Znglish
languaga reduced the curse of Babal £or the benefit of His Gogpel.
We ara in a sense @x%@xi@nain@ 8 sacond Pantacost, Do we thank
Him for it? In Paul's day the ©13 heathen relliglons arxround the

)



National Ministxy Pago 10

Madlterransan wera ?oing bankzupt. In our day tha native and
national religions in many parts of the world aze on the wane.

. I think that you can take most any advantage thav
Paul enjoved at his time in the Haeditsrranean Basin aad you
will find tha%t the Lord has provided ug with the sann OF &
similar advantage only on a world-wide scale. Im these lstters
we see Paul zesalously and with detormination exploltimg thaase
opportunities for Gospel preaching. The Lord has givea us
opportunities and advantages that go far beyond Paul'’'s wildest
dreams. Will wa exvliot them for Jssus and for Hig Gospel? I
hope that our study of these letters may snabls ns to share in
some greater measurae Paul's zeal and determination to proclaim
to men everywhere the wondrous mysteries of God's grace in
Christ Jesus, Who came into this wozld to save sinners.

H. Johnsa



