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INTRODUCTION

When a seminarian returnge to Wisconsin Lutheran Semina ary fTor

his senior year, his most vivid and concrete views of minisley have

been ghaped by his vicar year. In many cases 1t’s the only taste

of representative ministry he’s had up to that point. Therefore,

it’s a given that the Seminary senior’s questions and answers are

i

filtered through his vicar year experience., Because of the impact
RY . A

-~
5
-
gt
i
85
—
==}
[
-
-
?..J
Ul
o
o
=
3
\;
Tt

experience, it is only natural that many times

,k,

when a senior opens his mouth in class something similar to "When

I was vicaring... is golng to come out. Such words usually draw

chuckles from one’s classmates and a smile from the rofessor

What doesg this have to do with the colloquy of Missionary Thomas

Frei? I met Tom "When I was vicaring..." and when I returned +o
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary to ultter words like "When T was
vicaring...", Tom was sitting Jjust two desks away from me,

It was on Sunday, A

ugust Z6th, 1990, that I met Tom. It was

toward the end of what had been a very exciting

had been installed as vicar at St. Paul Lutheran in Tomalh,

Wisconsin, during the 10:30am service, Following the service

ngredation held a potluck fellowship dinner to welcome several

new beachers and my family. By the time 1:30pm rolled around I was

]
&

understandably tired. My mind had been racing in an attempt to

remember the names and Taces of the many people to whom I had been

introduced. It was at that point when Tom and his wife Melanie
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troduced themselves to me
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months. significantly, however,

former missionary to Hong Kong from the
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non~Lutheran pastor since at least the turn
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hey became members of a

family moved to Henosha, Wisconsin, where
Lutheran church and Tom attended Sunday school for a short time
until his family left the Lutheran church,

When Tom was aboul twelve years old, a pastor of one of the

Independent Fundamentalist Churches of America contacted his

[

parents. They joined this church. Tom was rebapltized and began to
attend Sunday school at this church. This was to be Tom’s church
home until he began college.

As he began college, his home church went through a split. As

a result of his home congregation’ aplit, Tom was open ito the
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invitation of some good friends. They invited him to t
and so Tom ended up going to another denomination, the Evangelical

Tundamentali
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, "What is the differ@noe between

would say that I couldn’t tell
vou any difference. S0, this was no btraumati
change, It % t that after Lthe split,
had some friends over at the other church and
the ones I felt closest to at the original

churech left and went elsewhere. S‘o, that was
my Tirest conbtact with the Evangelical Free
Church.

During Tom’s last year of college, his interest in missionary

[

bobd

work began. e had the opportunity to 2o te Indonesia as a short

term missionary. Before returning to complete his college
education, he spent three months teaching English and helping the
missiconaries bulld friendships with the nationals

After graduating from the
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Tom Joined the Navy,

his Navy requirements, e
enrolled at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, the Evangelical
Free Church’s seminary in Deerfield, Illincis. With his eye on

.
b

world misgions, here he filled his sched
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At the end of hisg time at Trinity TEvangelical Divinity School,

Tom was accephted as a candidate in the Free Church Mission. This

meant spending time at a three week orientation school.

tha

future wife, Melanie.
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In the Bvangelical Free Church the person accepted as a

P

missionary candidate 1s the same one who goes out and gathers

gupport for the mission he will serve. They do not have Synod

Mission Subscriptions. Rather, each individual congregation has

the opportunity to directly supporlt a world missionary

T .
Originally as nmissiocnary candidates for Malavsia, Tom and
Melanie received bthe names of individuals and congregations which

were inlterested in supporting a mission. Then they visited these
contacts to explain what they hoped to do in Malaysia and to gain

financial, as well as @piritual, support for their future

While waiting for a mission opportunity, Tom served a small

congregation in Nebraska for a year. OFf this he comments It was

-

good pastoral experience. All I had before that was the

i1

training. This experience would be similar to our vicar program,
because Tom was not actually ordained until after he had served

thig congregation and Jjust before he left for Hong Kong.



HOMNG HONG

After Tom had been in Nebraska a vyear, the
7

wgelical Free

Church’s Mission, which is similar to our Board of World Missions,
decided it was time for Tom to finish the support raising process
fTor a mission to Malaysia. This final portion of the support
raising process lasted about another year and a half.

The first year of that time was sgpent gaining pport for
miss work in Malaysia, but the plans for = mission in
Malaysia ran into a brick wall. being an Islanmic
republic, is not that open to westerners, esgpecial Christian
missionaries. Malaysia never did grant visas to the Freis. Tom
says, I don’t think the visa application ever got off the first
desk it was placed on.”

With work among the Chinese pecople of Malaysia looking
impossible, 1t was decided that §o$ a help could be used among
another group of Chinese people, the people of Hong Keng., The last
six months of State-side support raising Was done with eves focused
on Hong Kong, and 1t is there that the Freis then went,

Tom was missionary to Hong Xong for four years (1988-18%80)
Upon entering Hong Kong the first two years were spent primarily in
study of the Cantonese language The following itwo years atill
included some language study, but most of Tom's energies were

(o]



devoted to the Cantonese

using anguage mission work and obtherx
church duties. One of his specific areas of res Lulbjb ity was
wching at the Free Church’s theological seminary in Hong Xong,
Here he taught in English the course on theological HEnglish.
DOCTRINAL CHANGEES

trace the

doctrinal changes which Tom went through we have
to Jump back a bit to when Tom was in the Navy. While Tom was in
the Navy, a good friend of hig had been attending Trinity Divinity
Achool. But prior to Tom’s esnvolling at Trinity, this good friend
became a Lutheran and had enrolled at Cencordia, Fori Wayne.

Tom and his friend talked about this dramatic change from
Reformed to theran, especially to the Lutheran view of
the Sacraments. Tom now states "It didn’t make a whole lot of
e Ay g g 1. e b3 9 A T i T S | 1,02 . " 1. . - D . e L o e L -
sense to me, but I 1ly respected him and had a trust that he
was honestly searching the Scriptures and so I also wanted to look
into the Scriptures and find out what it savs about Baptism and the
Lovrd’s Supper.'

One of his friend’s questions in particular motivated Tom to
search the Scriptures regarding the Lord’s Supper. Tom recalls
that penetrating question.

My friend Dave 3shm% me , Now Tom, 7vou
believe in the pre-millennial second coming of
ist, interpreting ! }oasand years'’ in
Revelation 20 liierallv?“ And T said, "Yes. I
7

do."” "Yet you realize that the book of
Revelation is full of SvmquM Why do wvou
take a thousand veax literally, when all
these other numbers you as having



symbolic meaning?” I said, "Well, that’'s a
good guestion.”

But then he went on to say, Yet in the
Gospel narratives, the last week of Christ’s
1ife, including the Last Supper, there is
nothing symbolic there, It’s straight forward
narrative and vel you insist that 'This 1s my
body'has-to-beinterpreted-in a -symbolic way.
Can Vou’ account for Lhis
incons i ency?” And that was troubling to me,
and that was really the beginning.

At this point Tom resolved to find oult what exactly the
Lutheran understanding of +fthe Lord’s Supper was and more
importantly from what Scripture Lutherans drew their understanding.
To aid him in understanding the doctrine of the Real Presence, Tom
used J.T. Mueller’s Christian Dogmatics. (It is interesting to
note that Mueller’s dogmatics was actually one of the text books at

During this

my own hermeneutics
interpret the Bible literally whenever possible.” While serving in
Mebraska and later gaining mission support, his study led him to
this conclusion, "When I found out that it was basically
rationalistic kinds of arguments that were used to displace the
literal interpretation of those words ‘This is my body”, finally T
said ‘1 have no. real reason to reject this literal interpretation
anvmore.’ '

This doctrinal change on the Lord’ Supper came about even
before Tom was ordained. Prior to being sent to Hong Kong, Tom was
to be ordained into the ministry of the Evangelical Free Church,
For ordination in the Free Church the candidate is reguired Lo
write an ordination thesis on the twelve doctrinal statements of




the church body. Then the candidate appears before an ordination
council to answer guestions based on the ordination paper and the
twelve points.

When Tom wrote his ordination paper, he was totally honest

about his understanding of the Lord’s Supper at that time. At that

time he was not distinguishing between the terminology of
Consubstantiation and Real Presence, 50 he used the term
Consubstantiation. He referred to the presence of Christ’s body

3 11 i

and blood by using Luther’s familiar phrase "in, with, and under

the bread and wine. But, at this time he had not yet come Lo the
understanding that the Lord’s Supper was a means of grace and
following his statements about the true body and blood of Christ in

the Sacrament he held to the Free Church position: They are not to

[oR

be regarded as means of salvation.

Having made such bold and clear statements about the
Sacramental Unilon, Tom was sure he would be thoroughly gquestioned
on the matter by the ordination council and came prepared to defend
his position. "Nobody asked me a guestion on it," Tom still

recalls with a bit of surprise in his voice. He surmises thatl the

i

wtion council wmust have Just been looking

ordir
his paper and must have not been concerned what a candidate thought
about the BSacramental Union as long as the candidate still
o s e o e 3 i3] Moy @ore r R Lo e S A 1 Jd o e £ T £ 1_ oA S 1y
confessed, They are not to be regarded as means of salvation.

Several years later, Just before leaving Hong Hong, Tom was

~ed by the president of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and

also the head of the committee on ministerial standing Tom



remempbers their conversations concerning his change in doctrinal
position,

It was kind of a shock to me, He said that no
one on @he committee, no one at the ordination
counci not president of the
denomination, I was nolq1nﬂ th

}..J

Lutheran view, v had noticed,
would not ave been ordained, because Lh
consider Lthat a red flag, a Sign that ©Lhi
person is sitting on the fence. He doesn
know 1T he's Reformed or if he’s uttu ran and

before - he’s ordsined, he better figure out

: k o~ £

which side of the fence he’s on.

Tom 1is stilled surprised that an ordination committee of

fifteen to twenty men, including Free Church professors and members
of their doctrinal committee, did not see this "red flag” when they

were supposed to be especially looking for just such a thing in an
ordination paper.

Tom was ordained in the Evangelical Free Church and sent to
Hong Xong. Tt is then, while teaching at the Free Church’s

seminary in Hong Kong that hisg doctrinal change on the Means of

Tom describes what his real problem had been when looking at
the Sscramenits as Means of Grace. "I believed in eternal security
{Once saved, always saved). Now, if I also said that Baptism is

I suppose to see Adolf Hitler in heaven? It Jjust doesn’t make any
sense.,

~

Prior to this time, Tom on the basis of Scripture had already

come to the very strong conviction that five point Calvinism was
wrong. He had concluded that the third point, "Limited Atonement”



The

clearly

Was Wrong.

Scripltures

teach universal

Now Tom had only one question standing in his way of
Means of Grace. He still had the same rational
guestion in his mind that has been a stumbling block to more than
one theologian: Why are some saved and not others? Martin Luth
gave him the answer to this perplexing guestion in his Bondage of
the Will,

Luther ends Lhe treatise by discussing the light of nature,
the light of grace, the light of glory {(LW 33:289~-292). Luther
spoke to Tom and helped him realize,

There are sonme ﬁijnos ander  the
nature that you can’t answer. Under t
of grace, there’s an answer. And thi
some and nob others? E lS a gquesltion
light of grace you can’t answer. 3
does not Lel you and if yvou try to
answer that EaLiufiQ humaﬁ reason,
going to end up
Scripture or the
by grace alone
Christian thing
thege doctrines
glory Lo give an
With reason’s stumbling block removed, Tom could look at the
Scriptures in a new light. What God said reigned supreme. Reason
was now captive Lo God’s Word. Tom locked at everything Scriptbure
had to say about Calvinism’s "Irresistible Grace” and "Perseveranc
of the Saints". He saw that Scripture taught neither and says, "I
became much more open to what the Scriptures say about one losing
his salvation and then 1 realigzed, 'My number one objection against
Baptism as a means of salvation has withered away.’
The catalyst for Tom regarding himself as a Lutheran came

10
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about as a result of a seminary student’s guestion. Tha

class Tom was teaching the English words "Transubstantiation”,

T

"Real Presence"”, and symbolic” and the concepls behind each Lerm,

He put "Transubstantiation” on the far left of the blackboard,

"Real Presence” in the middle, and "Symbolic” on the far right.
While expiaining how each position understands the nature of
Christ’s presence in the Sacramen®t and purpose of the Sacrament, a

student asked him, "Is the Lutheran view leaning toward the one

- . P s Rl T

side or the other side? Or is 1t right in between? Tom explains

I felt that I should say that it was leaning
2

toward the vmbolic view, because here I am
every month having communion with people that
held the gsymbolic view. That's the answer
that humanly speaking I wanted to give. But,
I remmmbﬂf d that Luther said, "I would rather
drink blood with the Pope than drink mere wine
with Zwingli.” S0 that’s what I told the
student

Yet after the class I thought, "What does
Luuu in this that I don’t see, because I

don’ at all an inconsigstency in my
pr%riLG . And yelt Luther finds his position
much closer %o the Pope.” S0, I had to go
back mﬂd redo my  wWork, hecause there’s

something T misgssed here,

About that time I 2lso realized thalt in one
of the books which the former president of the
Free Church had written he made this
statement, "Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are
not to be regarded as means for salvation...
came as a result of the rejection of the
teaching of the Lutheran church.” Now to me
that was as plain as can be thalt you can’t be
Luthevan and be 1n the Evangelical Free
Church.

Anbw ring these guestions in Scripture, 1t
,

wasn’'t a V@i' long time when I began to think
of the Lutheran view as notlt Jjust the Lutheran

oy



view, but as the Biblical view and as my view.
+9a  wh T realized 1 was i1 trouble
ihat’'s Tnen . realized i was 1in trouniec
Because, "1f whatlt this former president of the
free Church said is  true, the I ¢an not
ntinue signing the doctrinal staiement and
remain in the Free Church MESSiOﬁo“

).«

Until this time these questions concerning

Baptism had been Tom’g private thoughts. Upon reali

was 2 good possibility he could not remain

migsion, 1t was time to share his conclusions first with his wife,

Melanie, and then with hig mission field supervisor.

What lay ahead for Tom and Melanie were many hours of
liscussion regarding the Sacraments. Melanie was at Lhe

isadvantage of never really having had cause to do deep study on

these things before. She says, "It took me three months to even
learn the terminclogy." Tom had thought about the Sacraments in

depth, There was much ground to cover to bring her Lo the point

where Tom was. Even later, when Tom had already decided to resign,
bhere was still much ground to cover., In order to do ~deplth
study on the subject, Tom and Melanie got their children a baby-

sitter and then wenlt on a weekend retreat. It was Jjust the two of

them, their Bibles, and J.T. Mueller’s Christian Dogmatics for

reference, At the end of the retreat weekend,

convinced Melanie to have their boys, Jonathan and Eric, baptized.

While Tom and Melanie were privately discussing Tom’s change

in doctrine, Tom was also communicating this change to his

superiors in the Free Church., He told his mission field supervisor

of the change. He still wondered i1if the phrase "Baplbism and the
Lord’s Supper are nolt to be regarded as means of szalvation” was

12
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ng nome, ye returning to the mission in Hong
Kong.

Tom also wrote an eight page ordination thesis supplement
concerning the Sacraments and sent it to the Free hurch
committees on ministerial standing In this paper Tom made it clear
that this had Lo be resolved or he would not be staving in the
mission., But, the committee never wrote back., Tom was balfled and
upsgelt that they would not respond to his paper. He says,

I was asking some important questions about
whether I stay or leave and nobody responded.
Melanie was wallbting Lo hear Lthe other side
because she for the longest time didn’t want
to take my view seriously, because, "Obviocusly
s0 many scholars in the Free Church couldn’t
be  wrong. There are ANSWETrS to VOUuL
guestions. Just wait.”

No response. 1 could not believe thalt these
people would be dqinﬁ their Job and not
wanting to discuss these points,

The only reply Tom was given from any officials in the Free
Church was that he should come Lo Trinity Evangelicel Divinity
School and study under some professors for a while. To this Tom
replied that before he would do that, they would have Lo give him
some Scriplture passages the Free Church’s position on the
P I - S B RV PR .- 33 4 i — 3~ S -1 -

Sacramenhs., What ponse did Tom gelt Lo this?

You may laugh at this, but this never-ithe-

legs is +true. The only Scriptur that 1 was

(V]



ever given was 1 Co 1:17 where Paul says, "For
Christ did not send me Lo baptize, but to
preach the gospel.."

My response was, ”fﬂf“ a minuteq That is
suppose to prove that is nobt a means

4j 1t

n
of salvation® I Saldj ”Ii that’s all the
better wvou can do, then I'm resigning with a
very good consclence.,'" And it [that one
passage] really was all they had '

Ironically the Free Church’s motto is "Wherve stands iﬁ
written?"

Tom was fto the point of resigning his call and was
experiencing new insight on the church. At this time the key
phrase for Tom was "the church is ‘the pillar and foundation of
truth’"{(1TL 3:15). This brought about some radical changes in how

he viewed doctrinal unity in the Free Church as well as significant

¢

events in church history.

The church has to be speaking Tort the
truth, Tthe whole truth and nothing h *, the
truth,

In the Free Church, for example, ilt’s Jjust
notorious. Theyv’'ve got Calvinist and they’ve
got Arminians. I expected the ordination
council to have a lot of qted‘i>ns about nmy
position. I gol only one question. "Can you
as a Calvinist coope ate with the rest of us
who are Arminians?’ I said, "Yes." They
dropped that subject and never came back to
it

There is Just no unity in the church, Some
say this and some say Jjust 2 opposilte, and

it doesn’t seem to bother anvbody.

Yet I was beginning to realize...l had
alwayvs bhaen ta uwh that at the Marburg

Colloguy that Zwingli was the open-minded
d uea,tv and

person. He was sengitive
barmonv among Christians
virtues. And, Luther wz
narrow-minded, a traditi




traditions ahead of the Word of God. This is

the way it was presented to me. S0, his
{Lpthewfgj’refusai to shake handsg and practice
fellowship with Zwingli was Jjust one of the
wotrst things that a church leader could have

ealize that Lhe 28,

because the church is
the pillar o cruth &nd you can’t have ©Lwc
contrary doctrines both c¢laiming to be the
truth in ih@ church of God, because the s 1y
Spirit doesn’t contradict Himself. So, =it
both of these people r ingpired by
devil, or one of them i the
speaking the truth ff
have both of them in

e this insight began, I befaﬂ to
~hat the whole doctrinal foundatic
'ch [the Free Church] is rotten and as
somebody like the 1little boy in th
The Emperor’s New Clothes savs, I
is naked!", there’s going toc be =a
lot of embarrvassment. But, we are

in the Free Church never to bring up
guestions. So, the Calvinists just keep
themselves. The Arminians keep it to
VES ., The resull is- - just a big vacuun,

What happened in this whale thing,
i1

Melanie often sayvs

e
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confidence in the %gr'pﬁzres as th@ truth
God was energirzed. In a lot of these thir
Just think we were Just trained to stay
from the guestion, because there is no ar

.

and we Just have to walt again until Chri

comes agalin to gelt any answer, But,
that time let’s all Just keep harmony in
Church. But I realized that thig was not =

Scriptural doctrine of the church and if I was
n Hong Xong planting Churches, this was not
.
I

1
the kind of Church I wanted to be planting.

Before he resigned, Tom did one more thing. He read T,
Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics from cover to cover, He already knew
at his pre-millennialisti ideas were nolt held in the Lutheran
wirch and he wanted to see "if there were some other wmajor



doctrines that would cause problems.” In approaching this study

oot

Tom’ s tude was thal he was going to be open to what Scripture
said., Without his millennium guestions fully resoclved, two months
before he was to leave Hong Kong on furlough, Tom decided that they
would not be returning. He notified his superiors and his

supporting congregations Tthal he was resigning his call |

-
L
by
.
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If Tom was going to make the switch from Reformed to

it would seem only natural that he would return to

States and get some advise from his good friend who had been in the

oot

Free Church and had attended

0]

lical Divinity Schoo
but then went to Concordia, Fort Wayne and hecame 2z Lu

pastor, That would have

been Tom’s plan, but a few months before

4

Tom decided to leave Hong Kong the Lord called
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o
ot e
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Lo resign, his Free Church mission [

o)

SUPETrVIsor A he knew anyone in the Lutheran Church. At

1

"t know anyone in the Lutheran Church. His

this point Tom
field supervisor sgsuggested, "Why don’t I introduce vyou to my

o 11

Synod’

neighbor, who is a Lutheran missionary with
That neighbor was Missionary Gary Schroeder.

I asked Tom 1f this wasg the first time he had ever heard of
the Wisconsin BEvangelical Lutheran Synod. "No. Actually I had one

other context, and that was while 1 was studyving at Trinity. T



b T,

found out that the Wisconsin Synod had broke with Misgsouri over

s
o2
~
o

inerrancy guestion. 8o, my opinion of the Wisconsin Synod was high
Just from that 1ittle bit Lthat 1 knew,

The first time the Free Church fi

®

=1d supervisor mentioned to
Gary Schroeder that he had a Free Church missionary "who secemed to

be leaning toward the Lutheran view of things and wondering if he

¥

needed Lo resign., Gary Schroeder spoke very sharply and said, 'You
tell that guy to stay put.’ He thought, 'Here’s scome guy who can’t

get along with his people. He’s looking for greener pastures, What

he needs is a strong rebuke.’’
Later when Tom spoke with UGary Schroeder and Missionary
Schroeder found out that Tom had been reading J.T. Muell and ¥

Pieper’s Dogmatics as well as Sasse’s This is My Body and heard Tom

]
o

articulate the Scriptural view, Missionary Schroeder realize

m

om was not Just looking for "greener pastures’.
Once Missionary Schroeder realized Tom’s position was sincere,

he asked 1f Melanie would like to meet with hinm for instructions.

Melanie recalls that he said to hes "I know vou're never going to
read the books that Tom has read, or catch up with where he's at,

but T will bhe willing to meet with you.”

Melanie was impressed with missionary Schroeder’s concern.
He was really concerned that I understand

the truth question. What really 1is tLrue?

What does the Scripture say? And, 1t was my
experience that wmlfe people were praying thatl

Tom and I would bhe single-minded in this whole

thing, .i;‘"{l'cﬂ izing 'i:.hcx t Tom had shifted and I
dzdnf‘ really realize what was going on, not
one single person gu our circle of friends
asked me, "Well, Melanie, what do vyou rveally

think is true?’ Not yne person that recall



asked the trubth question. "We have two views
here. Which one EOjS ?kA sz e really %av””
Yet, here is this g =der, who doesn’

know me at all, who volun@eer; to sit down and
say, "Let’s study.

sechroeder

uﬁ

It was following some ingtruction from Missionary

and Tom and Melanie’s private weekend retreat that Missionary

ybized Jonathan and Eric. Shortly after this, i1t was

a 5

time to return to the States and when they returned they carried

with them a letter of introduction which Gary Scroeder had written.

]

I asks Tom 1f because of his contact with Missionary

féxl
I

Schroeder, he knew that he was going to join the WELS upon arriving

back in the States. He replied,

I nad Jjust gotten to the point of resigning
a ind i g

rom the Free Church,
While I was in Hong ¥

extensive debate with & missionary iza
I probably realized that I waon’t going to Oi;
in there, so it limits my cholices to Missouri

P
Synod or Wigconsin Synod. That was basical
what 1 was thinking when I came back to

d

c
5 bt
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When they arrived back in the U.5., Tom and Melanie decided to

-
C
®

stay with Tom’s parents until they knew exactly what they would

«

doing. This brought them to Tomah, Wisconsin in August of 1990,
Soen after arrviving, they were driving down the main streelt in

Tomah, when they saw St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church and

Fa g

School. They noticed it was WELS. They shared sonme of their




impressions of St. Paul Lutheran.

We stopped by Jjust to get information about
Vacation Bible School, Nobody was there, but
we happened to see the Bible that was used i
the Church. Now we heard that the Wisconsir

Seda
=
St
.

-l

Syﬁod was conservative and in my mind I was
thinki LLLQ , "Ahh they use the King James
7 ¥ a

3ible. And, there was the New [h”ﬁfﬁatiﬁﬁu]
iblec We were Just delting first inmpressions
and this was a good one.

Eventually they did get in contact with someone and enrolled

)_._J

s VBB, Because 8t. Paul
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Jonathan in 8t. Pa

adults, Tom and Melanie were able +to meet and get to kn

r
o
w
o
@

other couples about their age.
This also gave them the opportunity to meet Pastor John Kuske,
Tom gave Pastor Kuske the letter of introduction from Missionary

Schroeder and also filled him in on their bz wchkground. Pastor Kuske

[
vt

offered to meet with Tom and Melanie for adult instructions,

The Freis also were interested in enrolling Jonathan in &§t.
s Christian elementary school. They were very encouraged by
their meeting with Principal David Fehlauer., His friendliness and

willingness to help made a lasting impression on Tom and Melanie.

Jex
o

Soon after their meeting with David Fehlauver, thev enrolle

t. Paul’ first grade,

Jonathan in 8

1 o

step toward Jjoining 8t. Paul and the WELS, In

=
-
ju
0
o
e
0
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a letter to friends and former supporting congregations Tom and

Melanie explained,

In the States we attended & Wisconsin
Evangelical church and liked it. Should we
Join? This became a matter of seriocus praver

wught. Since Jonathan had attended
yvears of Chinese kindergarten, we wanted
Lo start first grade. The public school

and th
~thre
him
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declared him tco voung, bult the WELS Christian
school accepted him. It seemed that God had
led us to the very door of the Wisconsin Synod
and then through Jonathan'’s schooling needs
gave a push so that we stepped inside (cf.
Addendunm 2.

Ag Jonathan started school, so did Tom and Melanie in a sense.,

They started their instructions with Pastor Xuske. They went
through the Bible information course New Life in Christ, Tom
degscribes these classes as sometimes "difficult Melanie says,
"Every week there came up some new thing that I didn’t know was
part of +this whole package. I kept getting theologically
surpriged.” Pastor Kuske offered whatever help he could and would

4

often give them more to read on any subject which caused sone
difficulty.

One area of difficulty and a large obstacle for them to

overcome yelt was pre-millennialism. Thisg was especially difficult

- [ - ”I . 2t 41

for Tom. "When I came back Lo Lhe States," Tom says,

o < .

a pre-millennialist and was not able to be accepted intc the

Wiscongin Synod. Melanie described the situation Tom was facing.
"For a period of time he was Lutheran in his theology of Baptism

and the Lord’s Supper, but certainly very non-Wisconsin Synod by

being pre-millennial, That put him as basically a man without a

Melanie stated that her departure from pre-millennialism was

1

no where near as difficult as was her change Lo the Luthe

o]

rar

B
«
o)
o
n

on Baptism, Lord’s Supper, and Fellowship.

That was an issue thal was extremely easy

20
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Tom

millennialil

for me to shift on when we were going throug
our Bible information class, The only
eschatology I had ever had was pre-
millennialisnm, I went to Moody and that’s a
had

very strong pre-millennialism school.
never even S BT the word mililennium un

L—-—J e bl
l""“
[.._4,.1
bt O

went to of course amillennia 1%ib
waere Jjust in carvefree terms and then
Just bfuu.;f »E L S0, that was all the
education I had «¢ that {amillennialismi.
But, I never felt comfortable with
millennialism. T Jjust never had been taught
anything else. It had a lot of ga ie
questions. I had gone Lo one day s on
prewmillenn’ iam, and when the spe avys
it out, it 31 sounds so Logether, 1’4
go home and say, "Now if I had to ex at
to somebody else, could 1 even be it

Just seemed so complicated.

S0 when we went Lo the Bible information
class and amillennialism was explained there,

it was really very simple for me Lo Shift and
I felt muoh more comfortable with the whole

position, Now for Tom it was a very emoitional
shift,

explaing the difficulty of his ahift
iam,

The pastor who discipled me at this
Independent Fundamentalist Church was pre-
milliennialist, 1 WA S getting DI -
millemnéalism right along with Lthe ARC’s of
Christian doctrine and Christian 1ife. Et WHS
right along side the Lord’s Praver, Ten
Commandments, and the Creed. So, in my mind
it had about the same authority as all of

shook me up when

these others. So, it really

¥
The way that I had > Laauﬁhi to inte

the Bible is like the ul . Take & 11

here and a little there, iW?Rt that and twist

this. I Just had be wvery strong in

opposing 1t. It was an emotbi i

T use *igson with
question. t's sort of like
crab ra te at  one

21
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the lawn, until finally
ng from up here, )
it up over here

The whole vard becomes

It Just seemed like there were so many Bible
verses from all over the Bible that had heen
drawn into the millennial doctrine in order to

Right now the main text, Revelation 20, I
see & different way of interpreting it and I'm
satisfied with that inte rOfuidL1on But, I
know Lthat

intellectually and emotionally I've
got to go around through the whole Bible and
g rt uprooting the millennial

Just start

inceszeiwtioﬂ_ or perversion of Lhe
interpretation of the verses.

began adult instructions Tom didn’t know what

He recalls,

I didn’t know if I would ever be accepted
a pastor or missionary again. So, I act
went to the University of LaCrosse Lo
out their teacher training program as
choice., But, I finally just had to )
it’s at all possible to be accepited into the
Lutheran Church and become a pastor, that's

what I°’d like to do." That’s what =all my
training has been leading up to and I know
that the world needs more pastors and
missionaries. And, it would be terrible to bhe
like that lazy servant (Mt 25:18), who took

his one talent and buried 1it.

I was still a pre-millennialist,... but I had
come to Lhe point of like with these
other matters iBapﬁiSﬁa and Lord’s Supperl],
"Tm Ien to the Scriptures teach, é?ve
found ti h ran Church right on these olLher
things, Sog I will give them the benefit oi
doubt and see 1if their teaching on this is
also Scriptural.’” T did a lot of sgtudying
that fall.,

was

esides the adult information classes Tom was studying

[0} ¢}
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Tom did indeed do a lot of studying that fall. St. Paul
Church had a rather extensive Church library. I would guite often
run into Tom down in the library or as he came up the stairs with
a stack of books Lo take hone. He was basically reading every
sound piece of Lutheran literature he could get his hands on.

COLLOGQUY

Pastor Kuske contacted Pastor Karl Gurgel, president of the
Western Wigconsin Digtrict of the Wisconsin Synod. Arrangements
were made for Tom to meet Pastor Gurgel in Lake Mills, Wisconsin.

Upon meeting Tom and Melanie, Pastor Gurgel ts for
them to go to Mequon, Wisconsin, to speak with Dean Richard RBalge
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and also to go to HMilwaukee,
Wisconsin, to meet with Pastor Daniel Koelpin, the chairman of the
Executive Commiltlee for Southeast Aslian Missions of the ¥ 5, All
the meetings went well.

In accordance with the 1 interview Process For Those
Seeking A Colloguy, which was adeopted by the Conference of

Presidents on 4/18/90, Tom was asked to supply references which the
Western Wisconsin Praesidium could contact (cof. Addendum 3).

A formal meelting was set with the Praesidium in September of
1990, Melanie was also included in this meeting. At this meeting
the Praesidium to get to know Tom and Melanie, where they
Were comiz from, and why Tom was seeking a colloguy into our

{ef.

feilowship

Addendum
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They also discussed the responses they had received from Tom’s

references Tom recalls one of the regponses the Praesidium
raeceived and his reaction to it.
One of my friends wrote a letter which was
expregsing dreat doubts about my stability and
readiness to Jump into another Church

situation. And, basically what he was
on was when I wenlt to indon@siay when 1 wa
8till in college [eighteen vears ago
back from Indonesia and became an agn

was that for a few years. But now he says,
"Look at the parallel. He goes to Hong XHong
and he comes back a Lutheran.”

arl Gurgel asked, "What do vou say
this letter?” ALl I could say was that
firet occasion I came back an agnostic,
faith was shattered. There was no faith left.
{(This by the way is one thing +that made it
more possible for me to believe that a person
cou1a lose his salvation, because now I
seeing that that’s exactly what happened.)

1

my faith is stronger than ever.,
Scripbture ig inerrant also in
t Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Ho I just s ompar Lhese
q@ivataopb 'he first ime I felt great
freedom when nou , 1'm not going
to be a pastor. I%n going to be a
misgsionary.’ Now I'm te continue on

being a pastor if poss

This formal meeting went well and the Praesidium

recommended Tom for a colloquy.

The next few months Tom and Melanie went through the adult
instruction course and Tom really worked through the Scriptures o1
the question of the millennium. Pastor Gurgel had given Tom the

Revelation commentary by Dr. Siegbert Becker which Tom says helped

to answer a lot of questions he had,



They describe the period as one in which they were sponges
tryving to scak up as much as they could. This is the period in
ch Tom was constantly in the Church library. Melanie says bthat
Tom was reading from the time he got up until the time he went Lo

bed. Tom was envisioning,

There’s like a hugh c¢hasn between tLhe
Church and the Lutheran Church. I
wasn’ t sure 1f I could, by Just one giant
5, leap across., I just imagined that I was
ing to leap half way and then plummel fLc
e bottom. This 1s Just too much of a golden

i ly and possibly be ready for

Tom and Melanie completed adult
instructions with Pastor Kuske and were going to be accepted into

membersghip at 5L,.Paul in Tomah, Tom’s request

been published the required two times in the Northwestern Lutheran
{of Addendum 4).
President Mischke appointed the Colloguium Committee, which is

always comprised of the district president of tThe man seeking

colloguy, a profesgor from Wisceonsin Lutheran Seminary, and one of

L3

ents of L ?

the vice-pres he synod,; who serves ag the committee’s
chairman (Addendum 4). The menmbers of this particular Colloguiun

Committee were District President Gurgel, Profegsor Balge, and Vice

President Lauversdorf.

0
=

The colloguy took place at | John Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Jefferson, Wisconsin, on November 15th. The colloguy as
Tom describesg 1L lasted about four hours and could be broken into
£

two parts. The

much of which comprises this paper. The remaining two hours werve



gpent on guestions of doctrine and practice (cf. Addendum 5). Tor

conglidered the questions pertinent and important ones, and also
volunteered other insights that he wasn’t asked about.

he Colloguium Committee conferrved for

ot

After dismissing Tom,

about twenty minutes and then called Tom back into the meeting.

They told him that he had passed colloguy and then explained what

they would 1ike him to do before being eligibhle for a call.

In keeping with the Conference of Presidenis decision of

October 13, 1987, Tom was regulired to spend three gquarters atl
Wisconsgsin Lutheran Seminary. This time at the Seminary was both
for the benefit of Tom and the WELS. It gave Tom a chance to
become more comfortable with his new Church and to ask any
guestions he might have, Tt also gave the Synod the cpportunity to
get to know Tom better and help him make a smooth transition into
our Churc

. 5 N .

In keeping with the Conference of Presidents’ decision of

('D

some  vicar

4, 1990, Tom would be required to recei

'

N

in the Milwaukee arc«

r‘L,

sa {(ef . Addendum 6.

weeks 1

ater when the second quarter started at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, Tom was present. He staved in the dorm durin

the week and commuted home to Tomah on the weekends to see Melani

o

was able Lo

,.\_<
j»
M

Tom seems tLo have thoroughly enjoved the time

spend at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. He compared his education at

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School to that of curriculum at WLS.

The fthing about Trinity was that they’ ve
got such a wide program. There are some



Tom had

On

rot din

w
ot

™

It

ever led worship in a robe or given common cup

getting a nmnasters of arts of religior

people are there getliing asle: ;

area and then going on for their P.H.D. Aﬁdp

then wou have these people in the middle who
i i ter of divinity and

It’'s sort of like sometimes thevire [the
courses and professgors] aiming too 1

Sometimes they’ re aiming too high. ; once
in a whiie they get Just right, so that

7

they’re focused in on a parish pastor
educational neesds.

At Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary they have the
single focus. I never got that even in all
this training Dbefore. For = sle in
Christian education, careful idinstruction in
Christian education....l had one sort of
terminal course on Christian education and

that was Jjust like a shot-gun approach, it

was so broad it was bound to hit evervhody,
ful. iher , this one was

but not very hclp" .
remely helpful and I wish I could hav
sorbed more of it.

A
[0

T jJust thought that this was very, very good
study for the work I was ing to be doing. I

didn’t feel like I was doing =a lot of
repetition. Like in Dogmatics, the first two

semesters, They faoUUn% that this was sc close
to what I had received already that 1t would

be repetition and they didn’t require that.
But, }e Christology, the Means of Grace, the
Order of Salvation, the ﬂgohatoTodv all that
I went through again and had to ~think a lot

of areas.

ebruary 10, 1981, at 87T. Paul in Tomah Tom con

liturgy. Tt was the festival of Epiphany and the

i~y

-

April 21st, 1991, Tom gave me a Sunday off by

he preaching rotation. It was hisg firslt time

from & pulpit in a Lutheran congregation.

The

Freis moved to Waukesgha, Wisconsin, in June of

ducted

first

Ommun

takin

time

001,

12 my

preaching

hat

vear



and  Tom pent that sunmmer

1i
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=Re) al Lutheran Church in Wat

Bvan
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experience Tom considered

end of the summer, he returned

schooling.

It wt my

to have

to have a walking, talking source on

it was quite evident

doin
kesgh:
rewarding

to

ol

vicarsh

g his ship at Trinity

Wisconsin,

2,

and most beneficial. £

WLS for one more

gquarter

as and I

smates

a5 i}fli&ﬂ,"eS’til’i%

Reformed theology

that Tom was well-read in the

Lutheran ConfTessions as well as other major Lutheran works. It was
a blessing for us to share that time with him.

On November 20, the Lord

third child, a daughter, whom they

we returned for

(f“

econd qua

d Tom and Melanlie with =

gy

named Kelly.

arter Tom wasg no longer with us.

He was waiting to see what would happen next. On December 3rd, Tom
received a call to fill the vacancy in our synod’s Hong Kong field.

Lord had taken Tom and decided

to allow Tom to

had earlier developed in Hong Kong.

al Lutheran

commission

Church ir

ed on January 19,

}}

Addendum 7). Pastor Daniel Koelpin preached the sermon. The text
was Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16., The theme was "The Quest for Something
Better,"” In the sermon Pastor Xoelpin applied the text to Tom’s
Journey {rom the HEvangelical Free Church to his installation as a
WELS missionary to Hong Kong.

When Tom and Melanie arrived in Hong Kong in February, they

«
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jere returning Just s

the Free Church and returned to the States Lo rest a
suppoert!  Our God had guided the Freis through this

search for the truth of guickly

missionary to a people who so desprately need to
Saviocy. Such a2 unique blessing to the Freis, the W

ng Kong certainly leads us to praise

extraordil
returned

here

our gracious

ey e by ey e
gather

nary

o

of

4
God.
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