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WISCONSIN LUTHERAN-=SIOVAK LUTH RAN RELATIONS

IN CUDAHY IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY
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of the subjects in the Tield of Chureh Histery which has

that of the Slevak Luthe arans The reason fer

ny inberest in this subiect is simplew-—T rried a Slevak last sum-
J

While her family's ties with Slevak Lutheraniem are in the

Detroit area, a study of oup Wiscensin Syned's ties with the Slevaks

in Cudahy has preved just as inte resting, TFor Cudahy is sne of the

ke

laces in whieh our Syned had the mest contact with the Slevaks,

Uﬂf@rtum&tﬁlyﬂ there is net as much infermati available en this

subject as T had heped, However, there are seversl ens of interest

worth shariang,
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when the Cudahy brothers

The city of Cudaby was

decided teo build s meat-packing plant there, They beught, enough
C//} land around the plant se that they ceuld surreuad it with eity,

In this very year St. Paul's Lutheran Church was begun there by eur

o,
S
3
Q
65
o
g
.A
o

Sy

18 wWas begun eon land donated ¢ Cudahy Bres
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Y received their fipst pastor, Rev, John Breaner, whe im-

mediately started g scheel, At this same time there were some Sle-

settled in Cudahy, They desired te be servad 8pir-

itually, but they were net, always careful ahout whe served them,

For they did net have deep cenfess sienal reots, There was a real shop-

@

{tag@ of Slovak pasters in America at that time, The Slevaks could

net, fer the most rart, understand our Gern Se feor o

while they met in their hemes and were served by g

ant preacher named Jelinek, This dig ROt satisfy them, se they sent

a2 plea te Chicage to Rev, Ladislav Beor, te ask if he would assist

thenm with eces sional visits, He censented,
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N the spiritual needs of the

1

\being, attempted te £ill seme

It was at this time that we hear of the first knewn centach

between St, Paul's and the Slevaks, Rev, Beer came up from Chicage

en Aug. 11, 1902, and held 2 commun on service for the Slevaks at

Ste Paul's Church, since the Sle

had ne meeting place as svitable,
Rev, Brenmsr and his congregatien seemed morse than willing te help
them in this way, They centinued to make their facilities available
te them for three dellars annually until the Slavaks had their swm
church in 1908

Hewever, Rev, Bremner's help to the Slevaks went much farther

tham that, Occasienal visits by Rev. Bser ceuld not begin te f£ill

raks, especially emergency situstiens,

Se Rev, Bremner, meved by a sincere desire fer their spiritusl well-
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aese needs., Net that he had a let
?

of tims en his hands, for he was beth paster and teacher at St.
Paul's, But he managed te take the time to help these fellew Chris-
tisns, It was net an easy task, Tor there was a definite language
barrier, Altheugh Rev, Bremner ceuld epeak very fluent in
very few Slevaks speke much Inglish, Se Rev, Bremner was ferced te
learn Slevak as well as he could. He get a Slevak Bible, hymnal,

and agenda, and graduslly learned emough Slevak se that he ceuld of-
D 3 o oh )

’ (ficiatﬁ at weddings, baptisums, and funerale, The early church rec—

/érds of 5t, Paul's show many Slevak names among these baptized. Rev,

Brenner even tried preaching seme sermens im Slevak, He endearead
himself to the Slevaks te a legrae that was nobt soon fergetten,
However, evervene iavslved knew that at best this was a temperary

selutien. A Slevsk congragzatien had te be Pormed., Seo with enceur—
(e i

agement from Rev, Breaner, the Slevaks mel at Bt Paul's Chureh on



Octs 7, 1906fer the purpese of founding a cengregation., The meeting
had efficially been erdered by the lecal branch ef the Slevak By,
Unilon, of which mest of these present were members. An earlier at-

templ te form a had failed for lack of members, This

time they succeeded and formed S%t, John's By, Lutheran Church of

yj ‘ Cudahy, fHighteen members were listed as { unders, They centinued

to meet at St, Paul's Church fer the next yeer and a half., One of
their first prierities was getling a church of their ewWn. By Japy-
ary ef 1908 their new chureh was completed, and was formally dedica~

ted on Feb, 2. 7o g show thelr clese ties with the German Lutherans

of St, Paul's, they far: the members of St, Payl's te jein

them en this happy eccasien,
However, the Slevaks still had no paster ef their 2Wn, Rev,
( enner contiaued te ssrve Lhem faithfully until he accepted a eall
to St. Jekn's in Milwaukee later im 1908, This accentuated their
fﬁﬂeo for a paster ef their own, and they began ca .11ling pasters, Fi-

nally im the spriag ef 1910 they received the services of a Cencerdis

gravate, Rev, Stefan Osusky. He served them uatil September

of 1911, It

o

© happened that the Slevak congregatien in Racine was

I

e time alse, Se the twe churches decided %o issue

vacant at Lk
Jedint call for a paster. This turned eut ts be very significant,

For in Octeber of 1911 St. Paul's raster, Rev, I'ped Zarling, accepted

a eall te Minneseta, 5t, Paul's was uﬁd@roog;x firancial stress gt

the time, and tried to reunite with St, Jehn's of New Coeln (neow O
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Creek) as a dual parish, which they had originally been. When that

prepesal was turmed dewn, St, Paul's turned to St. Jehn's Slevak
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Chureh, and tried te unite with them. But the Slevaks had te turn

them dewn, fer they had just issued s a Joint call with Racine, St,

e

Pz 1's became desperate, On Nov. 28, 1911 they resolved te clese the

school and remt the parsenace te the Slevaks. Seen, hewever, the
1) 5 3
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‘ got seme leans with the assist

e of Rev. Bremner, as well as
pastor im the follewing year, and the crisis passed., Gone, tes, was

the unique epportunity te have a Slevak-Cer:

2 Lutheran Church,

Ceeperation between the twe churches continued for MANY Years,

cened te have constant preblems with finances , despite

h.a
;
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% ) The Slev
AN
the fact that they had ue expenditures fer s scheol. For they sent

their children te St, Paul's

Meanwhile St. Paul's rebeunded
i 50 well from their 1911-1912 erisis, that in January ef 1917 they

_ J reselved te have an emvelspe collection feor the Slevak Church, On

March 12 of that year St, Jehn's received 47 dellars from the zener-
2us pesnle of St, Payl's,
This gift, hewever, still didm't put much of a dent in the deficit

was nesded. With the help of Rev.

ovaks froem eur Wi

192L,  We

May 17, 1918, 1t was completely repaid by
X 5 i 5 I Y

might think ef this as being rether unusual for eur Syned te de,

Hewever, we must remember thal we were je

LY

s

ined te St. Jehn's by mere

than just preximity and friendship, They were

fellewship with us,

-L

s in the Synedical Cenference, St, Jehn's was

a member of the Slevak Ev, Lutheran Church, which jeined the Synedi-
cal Conference in 1908, We may think that their ewn Slo aval Syned

should have come to their aid, However, the Slevak Synod was having
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financial difficulties of their 2wn
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unable te come to their r aid,
they needed to pull themselv

Further evidence of co@p@rat Len between

1 Oetober of 1927 When JT

ence again

to

Paul's requested Rev,

P

paster,

He willingly responded,

Februsry of 1928, Fer this he rece

Fal

both congregatiens new could speak Hnglish,

However, by this time there were alse se

the twe cengregatiens, The stress centersd a

0o

St. Jehn's had haen sending children there

any kind of financisl suppert., Meanwhile St,

swelled to the peint that they needed larger

inte their new building in February »f 1927,

large debt

15 E

&
help suppert their school, but they gat ne

ly in April ef 1929 st Paults

John's could ne longer send their children te

1

third teacher (the

B3

less they weuld support o

Jehn's

its

about 130), St,

)
e}

speonded with

July of 1929 3t, Paul's was ferced tn pass

@

a 13 1
tuition fees for all non-members, Tey years
amended to read that it was left te the scy

\ beard as te whether St. Jehn's ceuld even Barg

2atly aided at this time by the fa

reund St, Paul's se

of this building, They ke;

t this

the twe churches came
became vacant, St

serve as their vacancy

and served them until the VACAACY was

ived 425, This COBDET -

et that many peeple in
signs ef stress between
hasl,
r years witheut previding

E

Paul's enrellment had

facilities, They moved
Naturally they faced a
Ste Jehn's to

ot asking

sitive respense, Fir 18]~
utien S5t .

St

enrellment had reache

resolutien setting up

later the reselubien was
etien of the schesl

wl children to St, Faulis
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It's sad that 5t. Jobn's had se little interest in providing

L

Christian educatien that would net even suppsrt a schoel they had

used for many years. I think that a general observatienm is im place

here, that the Slevaks never had as streng a desire fer Christian

on

aducati

on as our Synsd has, This is berne eut by the fact that St,
John's does net have a Christian Ysy Scheel to this day, in spite ef
the fact that seme ef its pasters have favered onme., I tthk hat

monetary stewardship ef St. Jehn's, and ef

They seemed te have an especially diffi-
eult time breaking away frem the peer stewardship habits ef the Veld

g

country', perhaps evenm mere se than sur

unally changed threugh the years,

St Jehn's and S5t, Paul's centinued te coeper

for many years, In 1963 eur Syned breke off ties with the

”3

Synedical

Cenference, and by this time ceeperatien had dwindled, partially be-

s
t?‘{cause of the growing liberal tendencies of the Slevak paster. How-
)
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ever; the clese ties between the twe churches have net been forgot-
ten, nor has the werk ef Rev. Brenner been fergetten by St, Jehn's,

Twe ax

(B

will illustrate the elese T

2elings that remained betwe

1 held

Rev, Brenner and the Slevaks., In Jume »f 1937 the Slevak 3y
Syaedical cenventieon at St., Jehn's, using St, Paul's facilities

3 s e . . )
fer seme of the activities. 5t, Jeka's wanted Rev. Premner te ceme

down and address a few werds te the assembly, Se they sent some peo-
ple up to Milwaukee te get him, He sladly cemsented te come and 88y
1

a few words, He addressed the assembly with a Tew words of Slevak

which he had remembered from nearly thirty years before. The place



hey Lleved him, That he alse leved then was evident
semething that happened seversl years later. In 1944 the I

e

as Tirst published, the first Unglish publicatien ef

<, )the Slevak Syned. Rev, Brenner, then President of our Syned, wrete

letter of welceme te the editer., This was especially fitting,

since ey, Breaner had been mast interested in

serving his peeple in Hnglish,

™ -
bermans ans Slevaks have meny cultural differences, as I can

well attest te., TFor those twe coengreg ceoperate so well

Fer so many years is a real frullt ef the Spirit. I think it shews

that eur Syned was net as culturally narrow-minded in these days as

i

many weuld have us believe, I think Rev., Brenner!s exs alse shews

]

how impertant it is fer us te learn te speak the language of the peo-

)

ple we serve, It's tee bad that the Slevaks have deterierated con—
fessionally., Hewever, we can still re

used our Symed te help bring the Gespel to these Slevaks

We Can

5o

rejelice that they still have the Gespel teday. TFeor this, praise

’

belongs first and feremest te our gracious Lerd!
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Wiscensin Bv, Lutheran Syned's fimaneial recerds,



