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For many years people have wondered what happens to the 1ife of a man
when his body dies. What Plato and the American Indian were inclined to

-2believe about immortality, Darwin and other evolutionists sttempted to

" 'discount’ through science, ‘It was science versus philosophy!on this issue and

- never the two woild meet. Or wouldn't the&?
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" osal 1 1ibrary before I found even one of the books on the shelf) The typi-
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i In récent years the bBattle in favor oflafterlife has’beenTremoredifrom

the closet of the philosopher and brought fo the home—court laboratory of

the: scientist. People like Ralph Moody and’ Elizabeth Kuhler-Roes, both M.D.'s,
have ‘Béen researching and writing about what petients'who‘are'near“deeth or
have been clinically dead say about death, The general puhlic“end.people in
our congregatlons are showing great interest in these "scientifically
documented" books (They are so interested, it took me three triee at the
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:tcal death experience, as compiled by Ralph hoody. seems very convincing.
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’ A nan is dying and as he reaches the pcint of greatest o
1: ~physical distress, he hears himself pronounced dead by'his ifnoi
doctor,s.(he) feels himself moving very rapidly through a
svo o dong:tunnel, He suddenly finds himself outside of his own: . 1w
physical body, but still in the immediate physical environ— '
~ment, and he-sees his- own body.from a: distance, .as: though

he is a spectator...

- He notices that.he still has a: "body", but one of a very .
different reture and with very different powers from the -

-+ ¢.-physical body he has left behind... He glimpses.the spirits:

. of relatives and friends who have already dled, and a 1oving,
warm spirit of -a kind he has never encountered before: - a' fu
being of light - appears before him, .. At some point he
“£inds himself approaching some sort of barrier or border, -
apparently representing the 1limit between earthly life and
~-the next: 1ife, Yet,. he finds that he must gojback to the:earth,
thab the time for his dee.th has not yet conme. '
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a It is refreshing in a way to see scientists who dare to challenge the

solid gold theories of the evolutionist. On the other hand I don t im—

o mediately hreak out in goosebumps over this new evidence. Though seeing

Lmay be believing, you cannot elways be sure of your eyesight.
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Certainty about whether man has a soul which survlves independent of

the body and how that immortal soul is related to. the body is.neither a

philosophical norgayscientific question at all, It 1s a theological ques-

tion to which God alone can provide the answers, For this. reason, most of

our time will be spent in God's Word to see how God distinguishes between

”body and,soul between the material and the immaterial part of ‘man., This
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2Hwill be the first pert of the Bper. - .. :uﬁwwne“‘9~='ﬁ%'t4
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[ —— .i;metea:ialg;pae of nan 13 once noze divided_into o

- Sitstences, soul and spirit, or whother it is but one substance. . ...
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There is little question about what the body is. It}is a complex physical
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”organism which occupies space Just like the world around. us., Since it can be
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measured touched seen, and observed since it is composed of the common
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1t which canfbe demonsirated in the 1ab and observed in other«living crea-
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tures as well At seems>to occupy a" nice place—in the logical scheme of

things, Being entirely composed of matter, it needs only to Consume matter

to remain intact Given the right input of complex chemicals along with

U

!"v# E-P'WW{.J ,7,,:4<v\ ‘7 N
some simple elements 1ikeeoxygen, you have a funotioning body. S
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What science now observes about the complexity and composition of the
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body, . God long ago explained Very simply.i"The Lord God‘formed man from the
dust of the ground " Gn 2 7. And as to what the body needed for survival,
that God also determined "Everything that lives and moves will be food for
you. Just as I gave you thegreen plants, I now give you everything " Gn 9 3
The body is subJect to death and decey. To the scientist this aspect of

the body is purely physical After all, death is viewed as the natural state
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of every 1iving thing, mother nature '8 way of maintaining a balance. When
the proper chemical reactions cease to take place, then ths organism is
upeet to the point that it quits functioning altogether. But in doing 80
it leaves behind the building blocks of future organisms.

This may all sound very logical and convincing, but it does not tell the

whole trhth about death. It ﬂails to tell of the very important relation-
ehip of love between thg created man and the Creature, which when broken
by sin led to the creature s demise. Therefore death is never a purely
[ REAC

physical matter, not even in the rest of creation which euffere along becauee
'}Sf the fall ‘I‘he ceasing of bodily functions isa ‘moral jpdgment of God for
Dis f_' A ]

man' 8 disobedience. It is a Judgment of mortality and decay which have been
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the lot of the human and ‘animal. body ever sinpe. "For dust you are, . and to
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duet you wil]. re'éum.f' (Gn 3,19) "As for man, his days{ are 1tko grass..,
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He flourishes like a flower of the field; the wind bloEs over it andpit\is
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gone, and its place remembezs it no more." (Pg 103,15 16) oAb
anaoit iy duads SIED Inglis ood i fanon sy o L oinfun

Very quickly it beoomee clear that there is much more-to the creature
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than meets the eye. Though the body appears to be purely physical and mea~
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. surable, there is something strangely abstraot and immeasurable about it.

Ep e \‘\.

A dead\body greatly resembles a living body physioally. But when aﬁbody no

,1..-Lu sl
longer fﬂnctiéns ae a’living, breathiné qrganism,fthough nothing has appar-
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ently changed, everything'has dhangedJ The “life" has gon “out of it. So

strange and unnatural 1% 1s in that' condition, that'a corpse ‘was to be con-
- gidered ! clean" in ‘the 01d -Testameht' times s 7 = ‘"'r Lo ,
i Go8's Hord hak o great’ dsal to ‘tell! us Absut that TAfs" i eVery ‘creature,
~% Thotigh: you' cannot” see' 1% ok put your finger on it there 1s ‘a"very real,
God-given life-principle in every livingathing;*When that 1ife is removed
~foreclbly thiough injury or naturel ‘means, death occurs. “It 1 in this sense

-that evexry: creature, both’ human” and- animal. is’ spoken of as having somethlng
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besides a body, namely breath or spirit.a"How many are your works, 0 Loxdl
In wisdom you made them’ all the earth is full of your creatures.... when
you take’ away their breath thej die and return to the dust When you send
your Spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the earth."(PsiO4
" 2l, 29, 30) h B P

“But’ to this’ point ‘there have been no distinguishing characteristics“pre-
sented which would show that human 1ife is any different from animal life.
Yet God took special care 1n creatlng the crown of his creation,'"The Lord

God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into hls nostrils

the breath of life, and man became a livn.nb being," (Gn 2 7) Could it be

that man has no more than simple animal life‘P The unbelieving evolutionist

£ o o omaans sttt o

is content to stop here. To quote from Herman Preus, Theologx to Live Qx,

o e e fyey
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"Stopping here would indeed seem to explain the bestial behavior of-QOth—
TR PRt NEST H
century man, leading the wcrld into chaos by way of hate, murder, and
;‘.-' g (’ )fl'” TG

suicide, For sa&sﬁhﬁthery“i% you consrder the animal life about which Moses
1s speaking here, there is no difference between)mantand the donkey ‘"2

. ; at "
Luther considered it bestial behavicr to stop with such a view of man.

Ve e Ah, good God, what do we poor human beings mean by strutting about

. ¥while we.de not know what our soul -or ouxr.body isl Holy Seriptures -
impugns the view of Aristotle, "who denies an immortal soul and says
that soul and body are of. the_.same substance. Christ clearly states,
""Fear not them which ki1l the’ body but are not able to kill the
soul.” , The soul is of a substance different from.that of -the body;

“and yet there is an intimate union and connection, for the soul 3
-loves the body very much, They part from each other: reluctantly.” -

BEEIE L
A

There 1s 1ittle doubt that man has a great deal in common with the animals,

. v.dn the early stages of growth the human embryo is very similar to other em-

bryos, In the same way man's,body is alive by the same. principles of breath-
ing, blood flow, and brain activity. g
- - But when all thetgbservation 1s complete, and all the physical similar-
ities between the life of the animal and the 1ife of man have been covered,

there remains a large difference between the two which defles explanation on

- -
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the ba.sis of a.ll that ca.n be observed oxr understood.f No other aninal even

comes nea.r the reasoning ability of a person. No other a.nimal ever made a

conscious effort to a.ttend a worship service for the purpose of pra.ising

747 God, No- other animal has the ability to take abstract ideas and turn them

into the reality of air travel oxr computer technology. No. othe}\ animal 1is

able to’ ‘bommunicate so many ideas and expa.nd vocahzlary as, necessary., Perhaps

2o
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nost important and a.mazing of all, a.bout no other a.nimal did God ever say,
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*‘"In “tho image ‘of God he created him " (Gn 1 27) And +,o no animai a1d God

L Lt

promise %o ‘Tostire that Anage and. gra.n‘c immor’ca.lity. Let Luther

o monent on ma.n 's special place in 'l'he‘world of the Greator. S

wal BN geiud am Yo Inan aes H
e s The difference which God made in the original crea.tion °f man
e "and”of "éattle Yikewise ‘shows manlsc immortality.:And though all .
‘the other works of God fill us with wonder and are truly magnifi-

O 3 opnt OFetoihAt nARLR thé most exoellent creature is yevident_from

the fact that in creating him God had recourse to his deep coiisel

et g

N N 1907 adndl BRodesdad 1hvasnew makner.: -For;God-does not;leave it,1o the earth .

to bring forth man as it brought forth the beasts and’ the  trees.

Antdl ol BagiGod hindelf formsoman in Hisrown image to.be, asparticipator.

.0f God and one designed to enjoy God's rest. Hence Adam, “before
Hriod e 9:ht Foriied: by the: Tord; {18, a nexe ‘lifeless lump of.earth, lying
. - on.the ground; God takes that lump of earth into His hand and out
o BRI TmE &”moeﬂ” beautiful creature; = a, creatur,e p.rte.king ofr
imnortality. _

(*.f Fatan : .
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The q_uestion now arisee," "Where is the cutoff point between what is

] i1 F.
GBS i 5 CILIE) w R epd riin Roe oy e peroft

stric’g.ly ca.lled the anima.l life o:f' ma.n a.nd what is called his immorta.l

L3 - "E‘x-ri: : .
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soul?"‘ How easy the whole matter would bevcome if God had used 3 different

wonrt o st e

- word when speaking of the inunortal soul of man the.n when speaking purely

. of the animal life which ma.n ha.s in common with every beas’c. In fact there

g B
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.are those who feel 'hha'b God did ma.ke a distinction in vocabulary G. T,

» Shedd in his Dogmatic Theolog:yr says tha.t God described man with tbree

Y . ih

terms body, soul ‘neﬁhesh in Hebrew, p_§z in Greek), a.nd spirit (zua
in Hebrew, pne in Greek), but tha'b God describei the anima.l in only two

ways, as ha.ving only pez (soul) and body. Shedd rea.ches this conclusion.

[ ,.;;‘ P
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" Man-is ‘compesed of a rational soul, and. animal soul, and a
.. body. Tho brute 1s composed of an animal soul and & body, An
v animal soul has’intelligence in its lower forms, -but not. reason, .
... or the power of intuitive perception in mathematics, morals, and
~ religion, " . = SomL oL e i

N

"He finds :eup‘po‘rt' £6+ this view in the difference between. the animal, creation

H a.nd God's "'"si)ecial' cree,’oic‘n‘ of ‘man., T

st yon 2T 14 ing  BHAA 48 ‘attributed’ to Adan,:tut 4t is inbreathed by .

God. A living soul is attributed to the lower animals, but it 1a
VIR W ddly created Hot inbreathed by God. Tha death.of an. -animel 48
g ..the death of both the body and the incomplex animal soul; not the
09 Biigardeation of the latter from the former,. and the continued 1ife of
o ‘the latter. The death of a man is the separation of the complex
10F 75 o v Snan aninal Tsoul “from the body,: or-the departure.of the ;. ...

pneuma. p_§xche from the soma..
w3 | "1 " e *.' _.-~ o~
His conclusion about the soul of ma.n being different by virtue ‘of God's

phee e kgD Yl Sl ecar g ,_,-,-5';,\ By et

but heg; ca.me by, it in the

-y absblutely correct,“_

LA S DTS L o yorddie mr LLET DoO o asProy crocddal o

I‘;i’ ong way Fo:c the Bible ‘does-nob have the eub’ale differenceLin terms which
(230N gl ) . QA5 -T- rl c o) st gt f..\, PO ’.l, REAgN JL'J.F'} isle/

iu A)\tm;limpiies' (T —.‘A 3dm" }wmr'Paper,ﬂoﬂd bﬁ eaﬁy) R&ther( wimls’ too’ are

B ‘ bt d”“'m uL‘""; (Xt P’f (r' i
, s?jékén‘;‘cf' ad re,ving~ bodiee, Sduls, ‘and sometimes aschay,

% }g.'“,,zw SOt ,J‘:r;«;_; 2V Bon votno of ho i.,,_[., Ty e “‘11;,»75 ft)
Bf the? passag & f¥oh Peaimt 104»*again WHobt: many: are; your;werks, )0 Lordl

AEita RS JJ“J' old rries o \p”’lf.fi Y‘ii’ agnd :n "'f .
atures...

Ce AUGUTSY l)

T b you mide Jc',hem gl thes -saxth: s fulls o; f«ryeur e;‘e

when ycu ta.ke awa.y their 'brea.th (spirit - :r: ch). they die a.nd return to

[ERAEN et BSOG S .
SR sk and R o TON 'J.‘

i

the dust. \Ihen Jyou send your Spirit (ruach). y are cree.ted. Genesis

W30 A
LI

6,11? gy 8y ,"I an going to bring floodwatere on the 'ea.rtn tc“deetroy a.ll

- o
- sddosr o Do o
r 1ife under the heavene, every crea.ture 'bhat has the brreath ( ch) “of 1ife

AR TR I Ya e W Aiais IERReTS ».J SIRTL il e
An it.'f The worde are used too many wa.ys to £ind in’ them g nea.t division.

ot
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- If -hhe difference is not to be found in the words 'themselves (a.nd 14

& ;
' ‘l":" gt 0y r?"‘ ks
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is not), then it muet be found in their usage a.nd tﬁe extent'of what ‘they
o b

. describe An each instance. When soul (nephesh o:r:'"'

or pne ) is used. in reference to a human 'being you just ha.ve to know
’chough

"che:: or spirit (ruach

tknt it is describing much more tl'an when used for an a.nima.l For,

simila.rities exlist between mn a.nd beast, grea-b differences also exist
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and they cannot be overlooked, Man's soul is capable of greater emotion,
greater knowledge, reason, and -will, is redeemable and ‘perhaps best of all
is tmmortal, . . .. .
- In nany expressions regarding man's emotlons,. the particular emotion is
-ascribed to the soul.. We spesk of a ‘Person falling in love,” The Word of God
...8peaks of a person's soul loving, “"His heart . (nephesh) was drawn to Dinah .
-v-Jaughter of Jacob,"(Gn-34,3) We say,"I'm happy-in the Lord" Psalm 35,9
488¥8, ."Then my. soul will rejoice in the Lord and -delight inhis salvation,”
,n.‘,,s.-.::.-fl??!%*.‘--him%?}f‘SP@@ISS:: of -his:seul as.the centexr:af fooling, "My woul is.
overwhelmed with sorrow to the:point.of deathi" -l " woh #nor ecr -
yo.lhe special intellect of ;men is-a part. of his- special kindiof soul,-
Provgarbs 2;10-says, ./For.wisdon will enter your hea.rt, and.. knowledge will
'be plea.sa.nt Yo Youl‘ soul,. i wEvow Teal Tawaelh L Dies oadd %o '._',\J‘.;.J_J’T.J.L.’IeL".LL
525t The §QHI-JQf men 1s the:object of :God s -saving works::"Come unto ,1is; ~all
¥ou, who.arg Jweary-and burdsned, ;and I.will- give you rest: Takemy:yoke: Tupon
you and learn fromme, for;I.am gentle -and;hunble in:hesrt;-and:you.will £ind
reat fox-your souls.!(Matt.11,28). Because the soul of -man:is redeemed, it can
+Pe.Anvolved in :praise; "Praise.the;Loxd, Q:my. soul; »81l my inmost being,
pralse.his holy.name ! . (Ps,:103,1)r ot %o oo dF G et sieee
n¥es, men's soul is his inmost being",-and so much-is-this xreally the
| ~vo,@88ence of man's,whole 11fg tiat in 159.instances in the Old-and New Testaments
“the, words. nephosh and psyche ‘are translated Nife,' And 4n -several .other in-
-Stances it standg for the whole. bemraon, ag in Deut 27,25, for eicample,‘*
Curecd is the man who acoepts a hribe to kill an innosent pezson."(ngphosh)
n% i=In both the 01d and New Testaments, then, men is spoken of not only as
having a soul, but !being" a. souls In this material garthly existence the
soul ;gssertal,.its pregence by, meana of tho body. Here on.earth we are a soul

NIV Rt e
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in a body. But when death, the wages of ‘sin," 'comés,"""thé body "'s’uchmbé‘,""
-yt the soul continues to exist, not as’aninidentifiable phantom or
apparition, but as the person he always was, only withoutithe.body.t
This is the final identifying mark of mea's souly-Tt i& immortal; It
-, .can exist without the body, ‘though the reverse is not true, This immortal-
4ty of the-soul is presented again and agait in'the ﬁéw”Téétaheht;TFdf“éx-
amplp,gwﬁen ﬁésus_told grieving Martha that Her'brother Lazaris would Iive
- again; Martbé.,:thbughtmﬁ that Jesus’ was talking aboiit’ the Tdsurrection
or the,last day.:She. réplied; "I khow holwlll #1sb again in’ +the’ resiiftection
at the last day." Jesus corrected’ hekisaying; "I am’the résurrectich and
the: 1lifeiHe wholbelieves dn me will "1ive; éven fhoﬁéh""ﬁé d1és, and whoever
.ij1iyes:;.é.nd'.~:beiieveseinﬁme' will mever dié; " Without ‘the.dértainty of ‘the™d
immortality of the soul, Jesus' last words there bééoiis a 1iel The Boay- is
[fiortal, :the soumﬁisﬂimmqrtéITSayé5Jésﬁé inoMEtthew 10,287 "Dolhnot b afratd
mor;of;-zﬁmsesiwhdsﬁillrzthe;:bcsdy*fbut.iaaﬁn&‘kﬂl%ﬁé'-‘-‘féb‘iﬁl»‘.ﬂna%ﬁéf’-"bé'féffé{'i’d*»"8&‘1 |
bit 'El‘ie‘«:"one\,who‘yrtcan'zc_les'tmy--sﬁdtha'i,thé-‘i-soﬁl“i"é‘.‘tid»f“?ﬁo&y'i:[’fi heXl,n -1 owsal fra o oY
nos Sk i%henuthe sﬁulidoés Live oﬁfafﬁérﬁtﬁe(ﬁ@miéeféfﬂ%ﬂéﬂﬁddy,Yfﬁ“dEéé Pl s
change or become oxily:Half a pérson.-The ‘pafdble of -tHé ¥icéh man -‘aﬁdff{pés'r
Lazarus sﬁeaks of the souls of these méx .48 the 'dame Person who-éxisted
previously. They -arefully dware of ‘their ‘préserde! in eternity dnd ‘even
“i inirecall thelr pést: 1ife, When Jesus promisedeternal ke ppiness’ to' the Béiov-
- ing thief on the.cross, he prontsed it immediatsly. That s inpossible to
understand outsids #he Franovork of the imbrtality ‘of the SGul. Yot Tesus ;
{72434 gt rsay, - "Your-soul will‘be with me",” bt "Today,’ you will be #ith he
in paradise," In eternity the soul is a whole person,’ only without flesh for
a time, I Peter 3;18,19 exhibits the'same truth, Tesus, after being made- |
i +alive "went and preached to the spirits ‘in prison y_}_i_g_*'ﬁd‘isabby‘e‘df long ago

when God walted patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built."
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It is interesting to note in this passage ohce sgaln, that the spirits of
the desd are'eqﬁatedvwi@hiﬁhg'?ptirg individdél who had li?ed'béfore the
flood, though ﬁést céfﬁa;nly %he:bgdy h§d 1ong:sin6é‘bé9n decomposed, For
their previo&g unbeliéf they;déétipuédf%é!exiéjiiqfheil;honly without bodies,

Some claim that the doétrinéibf imﬁoftéiiii“éfAthéjsoui‘i; p;ésented in

" the New Testameht as & new tfﬁth;"ﬁhiéh in the tijfie before Christ no one

* knew or believed: They aldo clainm thit the O1d Testament word of the fbrd

" had nothing fo say on the subject. This ‘claim 1s sinply not true. When Elijahs"

- prayed for ‘the widow's son, ‘Bie rayed; "0 Lodd my Cod, 16t This wys 1128 7

" (daphshah) roturd’to Knl" (T Kirgs 17;21b) Knd in Boolosiastes, pirkaps the

Miaclearéét'of'éil”ﬁésséée§xdééliﬁé:;{tﬁ iﬁﬁgffdiitixofﬁthé:gbhigiﬁLéﬁe@Sid

* “spbrdt réturid Yo God o ave TE (Bel 1z7) "

Testament, God writes, "The dust returns’ﬁgﬁiﬁgyéféaﬁg i@hégﬁéiféoﬁfﬁénd the

I g obon R -
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et ovi e PELr e g T v an Sdtwes v g gt s e e Ty T By D ko]
: hmmlmmdm1mmmmmmﬁmﬂwwﬁﬁmm1tmmmmm1

gy s oy O boari o mp e D el el e g pie e teny [ s Rl g o e
“"to view thé soul as Jﬁst‘a‘manifesﬁafion and function of the physical body,

vk mmep )

e ‘sl e B Separats oréatad’ 58 Tod; Witoh Suring ety THASEs Lntinately
P eenarge [T o et R v Sanowoeel sn eddd s vl d sn g e
© ‘éonnected to the body, The bod& cannot exist without the soul, yet the soul

“Gaii ad does drlet withoit the Tody ha'Lt avtts ths sostone o ot fesure

S0y LR ED e

‘rectiod.

" 7o swinaride What had been Grescibed thus Far, 168 R quots Tan sur

‘beloved ‘professos H. Vogel < 7 ©'

We belleve that man has an immortal soul which is not matérial,
not subject to growth and development, not subject to physical in-
Jury or disease, will not deteriorate and cannot die, It has no
welght or extension, 4s ngt limited by time and space in the same

- manner as the body, but durlng the lifetime of the individual on
o earth is intimately connected with the Body, In fact, 1t-is the soul
which glves life to the body, When the soul is separated from the
body, the body dies, that is, 1t ceases to furictlon as it-should and
begins to disintegrate, It is by virtue of the indwelling of the soul

©c - that man is not only a 1iving being, but al€d a ratidnal creature.

The soul enables man to premeditate his actions and then to carry
then out, to plan a course of action wnd 0 follow 1t 4hroveh to 1ts

[T
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successful conclusion, The soul enables man to communicate his
~thoughts to 6ther human beings by the spoken or written word,
It enables him to experience a great number of different emo~
" “tions and to react to any of these. The soul in man makes of man
not only the crown of creation, God's most.complex creature, but
“enables him to occupy that position in this world which God had
Antended for man, “to subdue the earth and.have dominion over the
Tiifish of the sea, and” over the fowl of tge alr, and over every 1iv-
ing thing that moveth “upon the earth,"” ~

P AT

To Rnow for certain that God created us with both body and soul has some

S ”r-xery practical applications to daily life. For one -thing, this knowledge

- will lead us totview the "experiences of the dying with an_open mind, We

l\.

. ought not immediately discount these experiences as. imposeible, imagined

S N iy

. or purely physical It is not beyond the realm of possibility, that at death

,,,,,

We will be aware of the separation taking place in Just such a way. I find

E "‘O ,., ,. |£ o
o such a. prospect very exciting : R
. LT DS e YT i ol . il AT [ SN A . R L . 20L
- - . On the other hand, 1£ these experiences are purely physical and haye a

logical medical explanation, that s fine. My

......

Teobldiann ab Ii o b aE

over with God will not be shattered. For, by telling me, that I have a soul,

ﬁ;j) 1 o0 {'4}((‘ ST

i» ,* my Creator and Savior God assures me, that I am special over, all the animals,
V. plamidnt of onLl wLadTen !

with_an inner being that can know and serve him now,‘and will always do s0

i 9 IS B

e .«\‘

e )(

even when this flesh deserts me.“"For I am conv1nced that nelther death

IO T S0 Gl v ¥

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nox the’future, nor

,,,,,

G

.. be able to separate us from the love of God that isaig>0hristiJesus;our

- o ' Mo :":L ‘ .; II ) ’
s ;.—é.l?, R SOUL AND SPIlIT

Qé?%iigﬁo*8i3§’32)f* Poom

‘ The’time has come for the second question covered in this paper. Is the
4r r,

immaterial part of man, the soul, once more divided resulting in a Three~""7"

part man, a trichotomy or are soul and spirit essentially synonyms, pre-

senting the human being in two parts a dichotomx?



R
~There are different opinions on the matter among theologians. Luther
. felt strongly both ways, i e, he folt there was a difference, but not
really, He calls the spirit, "the highest, deepest, and noblest pert of
- man, By it he is enabled to lay hold on things incomprehensible, invisible,
-.and eternal, It is, in- brief the dwelling place of faith and the Uord of
"God," AbBut the soul,” he’ says;'"The second part, the soul, is the same,
- 8pirit, so far as its nature is concerned but viewed as performing a dif—
ferent funétion, namely, giving life to the body and working through the

gy

i body u? Tl orlsoa : o

« Luther's viéw is’ really that man is a dichotomy, and that position was

. followed by the other Lutheran dogmeticians, beginning with Johann Gerhard,

.....

~who -said, “"thére ate but two parts of man... The term spirit is sometimes

eopubs exeﬂetically“for HE" soul itself, since the soul is a spirit "
sac mniio €08 R T
s But there is a” strictly three-part view of man, too. Here is how it would

{1 1J\r

rbedfapplied to “the “worid 6F living things. ﬁWhen a plant dies its materi?l

(

organization 48" dissolved and the principle of vegetable life which;it*con—
tained disappears, When a brute dies its body returns to dust and the pgx___,
“or' prineiple of animal life by which it wss,animated,vpasses away.,When A
men dies’ his'hxry ‘returns to the earth, his IEI___ ceases to exist, his -
pgg___ "alond remains until reunited with the body at the resurrection. To
ths- psxghg which we have in common with the brutes, belcng understanding,
feeling, and’ sensibility, or the power of sense—perceptions. To the Ppneums,
which is;peculiar to man, belong reason, will‘and conscience. To the soma
belongs what 1s purely material“7 Though this description was quoted from
Hodge, Systematic eologx it is not his nersonal view. You will notice.p
however, that this position comes very close to that of G T Shedd (pre~ »
sented earlier in this peper), though he believes man's pgxg__ too will live

on,

ho¢ 44
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“God's Word contains some passages, which at first glance might seen to
lend support to a three-part view of the human being There ig I Thess «5,23,
for{example:'"May God himself the God of beace, sanctify you through and
ithrough May your whole spirit, soul and body be,kept blameless at.the com-
"‘ing of our Lord Jesus Christ " There 1s ‘the opening line of Mary's Magnifi-
My soul praises the Lord and my spirit‘reaoices in, God-my Savior,"
:’Hebrews 4 12 asserts!‘"The word of God is living and. active, Sharper than
“any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul-and: spirit,
ﬂjoints and marrow- it Judges the thoughtsand attitudes of the hedxt,"- Fin-
ally, in I Corinthians 15 44 Paul compares the natural body (§gma_p§yghiggn)

V8 this Tife with the spiritual body (§gma Dneumatikon)of the. coming Iife,

4 o Ioew el wnxise L3 - !
spirit.’ ﬁemaining are 869 othey occurences of the Words in God's.Hord, where

7 e
“r P"v ;;.;. YYE .L 7 ‘J 3[" (LI l.w

they ire 1 translated soul and spirit, It 1s in considering all these .other

Foslo o aed¥Y wnneled e
anih o

?'sages that the evidence in favor of soul and Sgiriﬂ.p?in€y§§§en§i§lly
’rré,tn o \.U ‘_‘(u_4 i SERAELD AL T ' 7 i

"(interchangeahle hegins to mount ‘ e

. . e ey s ’v‘ ;*:,',; s
T R S e Bvd o oon ;
A et -

240 l'-‘E“LIf it is man s spirit alone which lives on into eternity and if therefore
1t is that spirit which distinguishes him from the animal, then. the first
step in proving a trichotomy.oi'nan should be to prove that the. term spirit

o e

is used for man alone. Yet we already noted one passage in which animals

..‘4

have spirits, 'When you send your Spirit, they are created and you renew

,,,,,

R Face ‘of the earth K (Ps 104 30) Another is Ecclesiastes 3,21, "dho -
knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward and the spirit of the beast .
that goeth downward to the earth?" (By the.wayﬂl did not guote the NIV in:
this instance, and it might be interesting to discuss their .translation at

this point 'Hho knows 1f the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit

g e
(ARSI !
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of the animal goes down into the earth?") Regardless of the translation,
however, the conclusion that spirit is applied to animals too is valid
| It is not surprising that this is so, for the essential similarity of
the terms stems way back to the root meaning\of each. Both Koehler~
Baumgartner and Ernst Meier point out in their respective lexicons that

a3

nephsshr(soul) is derived from the verb naphash which means to exhale,
’ to breathe out, a.nd m the niphal "to catch 8 breath".The root meaq;ing for

30

ruach (spirit) is practically the same. Its first sense is "breath" or "wind"

- from there it comes to mean the "breath of life" which man has in common

¥ 4
-::}"iv S o;_, SEOXAN [HEENY SR R

with all tha animals, and finally it can mean "man's rational soul, the

s N mo : R
iy STy oy ol s R e TEOL T S0y ol

spiritual part of man", which no animal shares with man.,Note that if there

: ;';i:’:}[’ aL gLxk S TSI PRI RN
_1sa difference, it lies in the fact that nephesh always refers to Jind
';:;»;"31.)”.)‘ 2 s L]
passing in and out through the nostrils, therefore always being connected
aluoa ot wodis ool o wna Lo loen S0 udd benot
to life, whereas ruach can mean wind in a m?re general sense, a§v§bﬁ§95§mple

",T_L}(i',;" "h‘LJ Faar oo e rJ JEAE Grid B onnoaoad FERUNGRIN
the "four winds" of the earth L e e e
i S H I ol whoEvas mraoel el P63 5 TR ST AR R A =
*J.AQ(J A H ot Lga ', 2

With this root meaning in mind it ismeasy to find passages where the

t T
"7 fo oyt Lt BTl i

two are translated similarly. "His breath»sets"coals ablaze. and flames q

W ‘_;..:\..
ﬁ :z.,':' A . ,,_ % 3R ..,.'?,i. W \, @ RN
dart from his mouth" (Job 41 21) is a translation of nephes . But in
S7its B

2 Samuel 22 16 "The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of

the earth 1aid bare at the rebuke of the Lord at}the blast of breath from

4 , o J(y

xS nmond . s PRI RGT

his nostrils“, breath is a translation of ruach.‘ . o i sk

Geate A AN

But is it as easy to find passages in which the characteristics of ths

. P
S TOEE SR

soul of‘man -its immortality, emotions,»intelleot wi]l, atc. are equally
: applied to man s spirit? The answer is yes. A person 8 soul can be grieved,

"My soul is in anguish" (Ps 6 3), or a person s spirit can be saddened.

"Why is your spirit 8o sad?", Jezebel -says - to Ahab in I Kings 21 5. In one

place we aro told "Jesus was trouhled in spirit" and in another that "his

h7¢ 43
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o
*scuIHWES’eitremely sorrowful‘"
Ibe seperation of the material body from the immaterial inner bcing\of
‘man at déath can be described with either word. PSalm 1 31,5 says,'"Into your
hands I commit ny spirit" (also Jesus dying words on the cross), but in

Genesis 35 18 Rachel's death occurred "as her soul was in departing."

The battle which is going on inside the Christian between the Old.Adam

0% nd the Now Tan I Peter 2 11 describes as fOllOWS- "Dear friends, I urge |

yoxi as aIiens and strangers in thc world to abstain from sinful dEsires,

RS i

which W agaihst &our soul." But the Apostlemfaul describes this samo battle

. ~ ol
LM ‘z') )

as “a war between the flesh and the sPirit and Jesus says to hls disciples

R ~{»

"y b

i AR rim deodgsn ) soi Dok LnopoenTriD o5 ood
inéli&, both soul aﬁd”spirit ‘are spoken of as being immortal In Rev 6,9
k‘i’ ’["" 20 Lk ii‘,’i ekt i Drin "E 1" LA

begs hﬂ”ﬁrites, ihon he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls

i;.hin Gethsemane,g"Thé'spiéit is willing but the flesh is weak."

SR es -<; e

R R T 1A DI PN

L lbf those who had been slain because of the word of God"and the testimony they

Wy f‘, Tmbeiivy o a7 o

dad

had maintained " Likewise, Jesus says to the disciples in Matthew 10 28,

1

AL

B nok be af};id oF those who kill the bddf‘tut cannot kill the ‘soul,"

e e S , LS ".;:.-,

On’ the other hand Ecclesiastes 12 ? proclaims;'"The spirit returns to God

cd N ol ettt X

who gave it." And the souls tc whom Jesus“proclaimed hlS victory at his

o descent into hell were called "the spirits in prison.
¥ ‘AX

s nssentially soul and spirit are the same substance, andd}et that there are

S
£l

7ot

two different words here cennot be denied And I suppose'it is safe to say

',u'),

:that two different words never mean exactly the same thing, otherwise there

f L 1 .‘"»'" : R } LT f
" would have been no need for the two words. Concerning the possible distinction

1, R : £ Vil
\ NI . . EERN L\~\X,~“

1et me begin by reading the conclus1ons of Prof. H Vogel.

Hh?t then is the distinction between these terms? It is difficult
~, - to define this difference between soul and spirit exactly. It would
appear that "spirit" refers to the spiritual "substance" as such, as
+ sopposed. to.-matter, When the emphasis is-on the immaterlality of some-
thing, we would expect it to be called spirit rather than soul,

. \'.f
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"Soul" on the other hand seems to imply that this spiritual "substance"
1s, or ought to be, Joined to some other substance, such as a mater-
lal body. Consider that the angels are called spirits, but never souls,
+ Persons, however, are often referred to as "souls", but never as
- 8pirits, '

" "Prof, Vogel continués:
S Jn a genoral way one could say that the term "spilrit" seems to
2 fame s indicate an activity .of the "soul" whereas "soul" seems:to point -
T g receptivity of some actlon, The difference is one largely of
-+ .. ... chphasls or point of view, but not an essentlal distinction, We'
"~ 77" conclude therefors thet man consists of two parts, the one is the 8
- r+body, +the other 1s sometimes called "soul" and sometimes "spirit."

~Ferhaps. Tuther says: 1t most succinctly of all.. R A AR aR Y L
spirit is) the highest, deepest,: and rioblest part of man;

"By 1t he is enabled to lay hold on things incomprehensible, invisible,
10 @nd ebarnal, Tt ds, in brief,. the dwelling place of faith and the .

ayte kA E‘(-Th9

E3NS:

T Word oF God,
The second part, the soul, is the same spirit, so far as its o

nature 1s concerned, but viewed as performing a different funs@ion,
wobbne o P20ely, glving 1ife to the body and working through the body, 9"

QWH;§g§gﬂ§§hg§gpﬁw§q%;ﬁpuxgpassageg_in which;thevWOrdszQcﬁurisideabyféide?

iﬁﬁ; T one. sees, that, the major portion of Scriptu;éaessentiallyfinterchahges

= 89Uk and spirit,. I believe, these passages fall into ‘Place’"too,’ Theopening
 thﬂ}ig§n9fLMQFy'giyggnifiégy;ig,easy,to explain, when you:Know soul and-spirit
B%S, Bynonymous. and when_you: know. that Hebrew poetry .(and: Mary's prayer’was
_jygﬁ.thgt)apfjeq;émployedsznonymoﬁs parallelism, If we were' to aSsume that
ﬁﬁg@gy@megq@itwqjgispinctisﬁpsfances when she spoke of spirit aﬁd soul, “then
) @4ght;al§9:§9gclude,thatiﬂthe,Lord" her soul p:aisedfand the "God my
iSaviqrﬁhhqr;spifit_praiggdgﬁere two different Gods. Not.so, The many names
-0 God simply point out different chéracteristics of but one God. So -spirit
.1 ;-and.soul simply point out differenf aspects of the same immortalépart of
oAk, Do
o r-Likewise,, we_ﬁughtqnot immediately»accuse the Apostle Paul “of teaching
t;ighptomyAjust‘becauseuhe.wrofe, "May your whole spirit,soul and body be
z;wwkkept;hlameless.?;vPaul loved to repeét things for emphasis, especially when

R L P e
2 i
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:rhe was speaking of the magnificent mercy of de or its benefits in life,
'JFor example, Paul greets the Thessalonian christians with a prayer. "We
always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We contin—

‘ ually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, ete."

(R T S O S SRR PR DI

Paul did only one thing for- them ='ne pra.yed £ them. But e emphasized his

SO SR

point by describing the prayer in three ways.(In tﬂe same way{“ff:

i \,, e r

"May your whole spirit, soul and body 'Be blaiiéléss "= THere {5 nd new doc-

trine here of mankind's composition. Man s m&keup was elearly'established

- .l e
cald PoE i LI TR : i S VA

:m the Beginning when God took the dust, ‘the matertdl, ‘and

eathed 1life

.o B
U O S FAOTS I BRI B

; 1 fvr 'J"”‘»Jll

into man,: theé immaterial.
Jaobtonu® doeernTRLL

The same -argument: of Paul's use of emphasis cah be dpplied*tﬂ“fhe writer

75i08 Hobrews: 4,124 "The word of God :is Living and active, Bharﬁ"“%ﬁén any

3 -:r;;;_(louble-edgeﬁr; swordy: 1t penetratos eveit %6, AIVAAing soul ‘and shirlt, "™ The

_« emphasis is not-on a distinetion of ‘souland spirid;’ but ofiiths -¥rémehdous

+ - power. of God"s Werd,. which searches the:inney' belhg:- of ‘b, That 1hner" being

~«happens; tc' go- by the terms;soul and’ splrit,’ Tt also"happens to b& called

s ~rid'heartt as-the Test of the:verse says, ‘it judgss the thoughts and atti-

-situdes of the heart."™ If yow were to be totallf 1iteral]’ you might ¢oElude
. that man has four parts hére —:body,: soul; spilrit, and heartiiBut no, the

5.0point of the passage is summed up in the folloﬁiﬁéf%er%eﬁf@No%hiné7iﬁ"ail

i tvcreation®is hidden from God's sight. Everything’ is“uncovered dhd 1aid bare
before the’eyes. of him to whom we must give dccoimnt." ' Oub’conclusion should
be that just as a real sword can tear up the visible body and show you its
-gecrets, ‘so.thé Wérd of God can tear up the immaterial part of “fian ‘= “call
At soul, call it spirit, or call it heart -"and reveal 81l its secréts,’

.. .« Parhaps the.most difficult to explain of the four passagés is I Cot.15,44,

"It is sown a natural (soul-ish) body and is raised a spiritual body,"
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* Ohe might get the impression thet in this 1ife the soul exists with the
body, but will not be present in the hereafter, and that the spirit which is
- now suppressed will be releascd to -joixi a glorified body in eternity, This
might be a plausible explanation, “except that it contradicts everything else
already $tated in Scripture, including those statenents of Paul which con-

FofsTide’ that ‘the Christian is evehxhbw'é!"épiii%ﬁél"”béingpfiﬁ that he' is led

R S Rt . ST e

by o Sptztty
'““Chéii%sTHbdgEJpiéséﬁ%é?afﬁery'gdBd*réééiﬁ%ian%f fhéfdbparéhf.proﬁieﬁ:

The general medning of the Apostle is plain; We have now gross,
perishable, and dishonorable, or unsightly bodies, Hereafter we are to
have glorious bodies, adapted to a higher state of existence, The only
question is, why does he call the one psychical, and the other
pneumatic? Because the word psyche, although often used for the soul
as rational and immortal, is also used for the lower form of life
which belongs to irrational animals, Our future bodies are not to be

- adapted to those principles of our nature which we have in common with
the brutes, but to those which are peculiar to us as men, created in
the image of God, The same individual human soul has certain suscepti-
bilities and powers which adapt 1t to the present state of existence,
and to the earthly house in which it now dwells., It has animal appe-
tites and necessities, It can hunger and thirst, It needs sleep and
rest, But the same soul has higher powers. The sarthly body is suited
to 1ts earthly state, the heavenly body to its heavenly state, There
are not two substances, soul and spirit; there is but18ne and the same
substance with different susceptibilities and POWers.,

Something else should be added here, The word spirit is not always used

to mean the soul of man, but rather the activity of the Holy Spirit in

the regenerate person. So a spiritual body is not a body in which the spirit

has replaced the soul, but a body which the Holy Spirit has recreated in
perfect hvliness to serve God forever, Geoxrge Stoeckhardtmakes the same
point in his comments on this passage. "The adjective "spiritual" derived

from Spirit, is not used here in the sense of any human part of man, but

rather as something that is created in man immediately by the Spirit of God."11

When all is said and done, one might wonder what value there is in con-

sidering a subject like this., Does it really make any difference whether

h9¢ 4
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we are composed of two parts ox three parts? The answer is "yes" { It has much
to do with your hope of salvation, There are Vf.yh_o_se_. who feel that when. you are
 dead you ‘;?6. dead, and only & vague, indefined spirit of yours lives on, a
spirit that will jnever undergo punishment ox blias. But that, is not your
‘\Vpe. You know that God . redeemed you a lost and condemned creaturs,. ,God

yiooya

redeemed.you for heaven, to llx! You will not be only two-thirds or onerhalf

Jhank

or one-third of yourself in heaven with God, You will be youl.May the God

of hope £111 you with g1l joy and peace as,you, tust, in him, so. fhat: you

" may ove;flow with hopa{by.the power of the poly Spirit,"

f,u_’
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