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a2lso be there and he could handle wore than milk, so I tried to

give him a couple

In San Juan on Sunday evening,

sermonic

mea

the group was wniddle-class,

aducated, family-oriented and some were bi-lingual. This group
could probably be designated as "youth" in the faith. Trey

had a cerbtaln amount of strength and
who could hsndle "red meat" sermon
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The San Juan expsreince was espacially good, because in 2ddition
to presching to such a small group of veople (20-25) with the
intimacy thet ons can feel with such a small group, we worshipved
in the living vrooms of the members, It's an exraqy@'ce 5o
prsach to a handful of people gathered around you and seated on
cugbﬁécfaﬁ or dining room chalrs on & hot Puerto Rican evening.
Tt's also an experience to sit there on your chair, facing the
people with nothing to hilde behind--no robe and no lectern--
feelling more than a 1ittle nsked, with your Bible 1in your

lap and your ssrmon in your head, just talking about CGod's

grace bo them., Tt's a scary sxperience bubt alsc a tremendous
one, one that most vicars don't have,

The Saturday sevening group

Guay x%Aas again small (avproximetely ten) and the Sunday mor-
ning one in Guayama wes larger (25-30) The group in Guasyama
was agaln middle class and wes probably the moszt mature group

nave on

than

more

And in Barrancas, salso on Sunday morning, the group was
different. There were a couvle familiesg, new to the falith, with
a couple high school/college-age girls s
toward the American vicar. Thers were a who
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love run to the bsasbhroom by the
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couple men who were again capable of handling red meat from
the Word.,
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But in all the places the group was snall ard that

necessitated a somewhates intimate styvle. You have no robe to
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rs from the ma ny
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Pentecostal churches who are used to chiming in now and then

with @ spirit-filled exclamation. Butbt, by and lerge, you ars

preaching to peovle who are thsre to hear God's grace and guldance
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that you understand what you were preaching to then In

Spanish., A misteke would bring a smile r~ow and then, but the

S0 the LA vicar in PR does not produce & huge file of
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gsermons. I only 4Ad ~ine sermons in PR. But the LA vicar is
not to be pltied for lack of experisnce. He presches plenty
and as I've already tried to gel across, where he preaches and
to _whom 1s an expeng@nce all by i1tselfl.
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gregation splits up Into these three grouvs and they study God's
ford uslng the Bible and a study sheet, prepared bv the

migsioners. I study and in Hu

macao and San

Juan there 1s 100% attendance in Bible study. Those who go to
worship stay to study.

The point of all this is that tre vicar has a chance to
teach each age group. Most of the time, when T'd have Bible
study, I'd have the adults. jb w1 we had the tsenagers
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God's Word more. So we stud rristian
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stewardship

ZrouD,

red to study

princinles

in a five-week course, followed by a study of Hphesians. We
did this on Friday nights in thelr home and =lwsost always
svery member of the family was there, which was remarkable
because the teenagers had just as many things to do there as
teenagers have to do here. And Triday night in Sen Juen for
a teenager means the same thing Fr*ﬁ;v night means to a Mequon
teenager., And vet thev wire khere studying Cod's Word,
YOUTH
o wor e

A normal vicarage normal involves we¥ak with the youth,
And the TA vicar in PR 1s rno excention. The Sundsy evening
class in San Juan was mentioned slreadv. In addltlon there
was a catecdhism class. It involved only one student butl was
catechism nonethsless, Once a week I'd make ip T
Humacao to the southern suburb of San Juan {ab
trip) to have class with him. Tesching s brig
cruths from the catec ism was an experisnce in
especlally in situations like that one can
of establishing a good rapport with a student

the trivp from

out a 35 minute
"t studsnt Codls



an talk about anything. Yet the vicar has to walk the fine
line and not overstep the bounds into being s buddy.,

The LA vicar traditionally helps out with Vacation RBible
School, During my year there in Humscao we
éléven consecutive Saturdays, again with three dif
of students and the vicar had the oldest group, comprissd of

a half-dozen teen=-age It can be a tremendous challenge
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teaching the glrl who can barely read and has hardly sven heard
of Jesus' dl sciples.
We also tried to start a youth group among the kids of

o

Sen Juan and Humacao., Whereas the Wisgonsin youth groups might

k.

go to a lake, have a study, and enjoy fellowship, we went to
the ocean and tried to do the same., Puerto Rican youth are no
different than Ame ican youth in some respects so thils ares

o, vet rewarding when done with patisence
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there onbazcts with what herse wmlght be called

shut-ins. There ere young married couples and well-establlished

femillies, There are divorcees #nd single psrents. There are

well=adiusted kids and onyoblem children. There are well-behavad
erg and snotty misfits. And there are bables. And
3 tal -

all these different kindas of people need to hear what God has

- ' . ] - » 4 e
to say to them and need to be taught "all things whatsoever I

nave commanded you." The tesching and education experience 1s
a good ore for the LA vicar In PR-

The vicar sghould see that the Lord's work involves more
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be free to canvas areas. Of course he does this in consyvlta-
tion with and under the dirsction of the missioner. One has to
feel that the evangelism training under Pastor Valleskey at the
Seminary can only hele in these endeavors and will help espec-

1ally In Puerto Rico where the are some glnilaritiss with

‘3

the American lifestyle.
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A1l in 811, the evangelism experience in PR taughb:t

vicar that no matter where you are, svangelism requires courage,
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commnont g=nse, patbtience, and above all, the Tord's blesslng.
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zet bthrown back alt vou because you're LArnerlcan.

entering his vicar vesr wants to lesesrn svery-

thing that he can for use in his future vocation. Whet we

under the "etc."headirg, He learns from expserience, he learns

bowad

about relationships with peobple, and he learns abo t himssifl.
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he LA vicar in PR again 1s no exception.
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one in whomn the Semninary has entrusted his education for a whole

points

that the Ssminary simply doesn't heve time to do., The vicar
will learn about vriorities and wheve the family fits iInto the

Lord's work, how Important it 1s to keep a good reputatlon, ss-

pecially among outsiders. The LA vicar will learn

is no smell votatoes., Think for a moment: These mlssloners have



worksed long yesrs to bulld up the body of
in comes a vicar for a year, full of hot
And the missionsrs try to use the vicar [
oeople in the mission., It's an awesome U
ezsy lor the vicar to lose sight of,

Probably ar

nimself, He'll see some arsas where he's
where he's weak., He gsecs that he nseds
puild up ths body of Christ and above all

is & sinner who by God's grace 1ig
the good news of Jesus Christ who died to
N 'D

oss PFPuerto R

cans.

DIFFERENCES AND EXTRAS
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ring

instance, there are not many hospital cal
although T had a couple chances to have or

pucd

Christ and then

and ams .

bilg drs

or the good of the

will is to know

strong and obthers

o work with others to
; he'll =see that ae
alp spr-ad
save sinners, Including

Nirsan vicarvracos
nlecan vicarags
.
vicarships. For
1lg or shut-~in calls,

ivate devotbions with

the Lord's Supper for a member who could not attend on Sundays
becsuse of his work schedule. The vicar does not get experience
in partaking in a Synod program, such as a stewardship drive.

He won't have to sit in on ﬁh} meetings and won't get the ex-
perience of handling an irate psrishioner who blows uo at such

a meeting, but there are a=e meetings and the vicar will get

& chance to observe a vropsrls rur and organized meeting. He
won't get a teste-of congregetional 1ife in 2 six-hundred hember
church, nor will he have old ladiss doting over him, sending

with him after
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~» He has a chance to immerse himeslf in a whole differsnt cul-

ture than the one he's bsen used to. Of courss a huge part of
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that immersion and dirsctly related to the desgree of his Im-

mersion is his new language, Spanish. What a blessing 1t is
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g conversatlon wi
have an appointment. He '11 see that for many people on the
ezarth that type of punctuality is rude, zso he'll carry that

conversabtion to its natural end, then show up a 1ittle "latell

say he's sorry (mayoe), and be accepted--no questlions asked.

He '11 see that the American work sthic can be a [ine thing, but

wayhe : - :
et mybsbs sometimes work In Amsrica is as much a ververtesd

idol as an Asherah vole was., Maybe he'll galn & nsw apprecla-

tion for thosesvics" who leave home and fanily behind and come
to the States to Tind work, or who

here., Mavbe he won't condemn them
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when they're here, becauss he'll sse that 1t can be an Insur-

mountable task for some adults

the vicar will think about the a5ings

. , : . e e N
he snjoys ag an American, when he never thought twice about

vy S ey e it amr e Ty I e r e wi
veing sn Anerican before. And maybs wny

we Americans are so blessed.
The LA vicar in PR will work with a small group, wheresas

his classmstes work on the wholg in big churches. Maybe

rehn work that
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the secretary doeg, or the janltor, or the treasurer, or b
crganist, or ths sltar commitlee.

He '11 lsaryn how to maks roinbed applications of
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surrounding, such as a member's living room, somsthing he may

The PR vicar will get the bonus of a taste of
military base 1ife. He'll visit a few of our families there an
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gain an insight and new apprecletion for American servicemnen

speasking Christlans cen be just as lgnorant about

and doesg
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Che VvVicar

up with many meel
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not have a long 1list of shut=-ins, he'll see that he has guites

a bit of tims on his own. T <hép whoe did not force me

to keep a certain schedule, gso the vicar haes a2 chance to try

his own wings and set hiy own schedule to a certain extent,

He "1l learn some more tscipline in a hurry or he'll find
that he can spend hours plddling away the time in whatl scems

to be & worthwhile cause.,



Although he "11 work mainly with one pastor, the LA vicar

Fy

has the unique blessing of working to some extent wi th three

Temilies., He gets to sse three

chilosophies and three different ways of attacking the =amns

proslem. He'll sse that indsed there is room for a wide range
of talents in today's ministry and thast 211 the talents can

be used for God's glory. Hs'll see different wives and
femilics and see how they fit into the ministry in differing

degrees,
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get = chance to travel and rub
elbows with a different type of person in his travels, sven 1f

B

the travels to and g}om the fisld. He'll sss

only on

he looks.

World Misslions is really Jjust human beings sent cut by other
human belngs under God to do God's will in the best way they
know how at a certain point Iin time. He'”l see that 1t might
cgasy b 1 s atb past mistakes, but that 1t wight
sltuatin,.
imnortant thing that the

LA vicar from '84-785 learned 1s that veople
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of God's grace over and over agein. He lesrned that
sonetimes we give our weople too much crzdit and think that
they need to heer somethlng new 21l the time, when in reality,
they could stand to hear a sermon on John 3:16 probably
a month, Due to & number of r-szsons our group In Puerto Rico

1s small, and they hear the sinvle Gospel maéssage. Butbt they

know wher

they hear the story of God's



every week in a way that they understand.

an application here for our stateside mi-

X

ninistry. Maybe we shouldn't be afraid to bypass a diffi

s

text 1f our people can't handls it,. Maybe shortening the ser-

vice to forty-five minutes and then having a forty-{ive minute
study Immediataly after so that 1004 of our members stay

Tor 1t 1s not a bad idea

An experience that the LA vicar certainly won't is
his time in Guadalajara, Jallsco, Mexico, studyving Svanish.
He'11 be on his own, with no supervision, and with onlvy one
assignment: bto learn to comnunicete., He'!'ll learn what a
tremendous gift of God co munication really 1s and be renindsd

g
of how often we sbuse thet gift when we talk about the price

of beans in China, rather than getting to wnow our friends and
loved ones better and communicating God's love to them. The
msslf dally, almost by the minute,
if he's out there sticking

his neck out %to learn the language.

F

He '11 learn to out himselfl back into kindergesrten and follow

peonle around, naking hims=1{ a nuisancse 1ike a bs by dows with

i

i1ts mother, asking what this or that is. Maybe he!ll thank God
for the tremendous gift of the Lord's Supper that can be baken
because It's the first time he's been reninded of

o £ . Z K - " . 3y e e g ey oD P SN o 1 - oy 9 - .
88 of gins In a way he understands, simply because

9

mderstand the pastor well znougn when he wvwreasched

el ° - / Ea. RN 2 ™ b . -2 . PR . . - iy e i e Ay e B

The vicar/student in Guadalajara will learn a new apprecis-
tion for Mexicans and for some of ths "wetbacks" who cross the
border 1llegally to make wmonsy simply so tb

fried tortillas., He'll also lesarn that



Amsrican influsnce is

9 -

President Reagan'

Seed

62

ials jare than Migusl

He '11 see that not all WMexicans are poor and thers are
want to be cosmopolitan and lear~ English, Ttalian, or
nese. He'll learn bto love the warmth and openness of t

lcan Tamily that can be misunderstcood by the Amsrican as
Fe'1l see that the "Mi casa es su casa” (My house 1s your

chilosophy

your

wWho

house )

houss

18 my house--s scary proposition for most Americans.

'11 meet a lot of interesting, 1f misguided, 4w ricans,
who are also studying Spanish for a myriad of reasons., FHe'll
meet migsionaries who vprobably won't undérstand WELS

and ¥

conie si?naligmy onaries who ‘want to sovres
good news of Jesus Christ.

Abowe all, in Wexico and Puerto Ricc hhe vicar will be
reduced to a child, in order to lsarn the langusge, so he'll
he Torced to re-think many things that 2 pers n who doss not
experisence 1t takes for granted., He'll be forced to question
himself, "Is it worth 1t? Do I really have sometring for these

3 o‘i?

that they really need

The resounding enswver is, "Yes, by the grece of

, . . ship e

Yeg, the Latin-American vlca%41m Puerto Rico ig a
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experisnce, a good one. Anqume that prepares the vic
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