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I, Introduction

When one consliders major historical events of the
Wisconsin Ev, Lutheran Synod during its first fifty years
he encounters the names of many prominent theologlans, pastors,
and teachers, Itg ls safe to say, however, that the names of
Julius F. Voss and hls son Jullius P. Voss would not be among
those mentioned., These two men and their families hold a
relatively obscure place in the annals of the Wisconsin Synod,
and yet this writer chose their lives and ministries as the
subject of his fesearch. The reason for dolng so was qulte

personeal - thess men are the writer's ancestors.

Specific information concerning the lives and minis-
tries of these two men 1s minimal and scattered. Both men
served Wisconsin Synod congregations for a relatively short
period of time, and a variety of geographical locatlons must
be considered in attempting to complete a sketch of their
lives, Thls wrlter has attempted to gather whatever infor-
mation 1s avallable from a variety of sources and to assemble

a biographical sketch of these two generations of Vosses,

The writer's sincere appreclation is extended to Mrs,
Adele Lietz and Mrs, Lillian Voss who are respectively the
daughter and daughter-in-law of Rev, Jullus P, Voss, Thelr
personal recollections and insights provided invaluable assist-
ance, The wrlter also acknowledges the cooperation of Pastors:
Walter L. Strohschein, St. John's Lutheran Church, Princeton,
Wisconsin; Henry E. Paustian, St. Mark's Lutheran Church,
Watertown, Wlsconsin; and Delton J. Tills, Zion Lutheran

Qhurch, Peshtigo, Wisconsin., These three congregations were



intricately woven into the lives of Julius F, and Jullus P,
Voss, Only wlth the assistance of the above mentloned pastors
could this biographical sketch be attempted, Finally, a
special "thank you" is extended to Prof. Heinrich Vogel of
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary for his work of transcribing a
document written In German script, and to Prof. Victor Weyland

of Northwestern Lutheran Academy for his work of translation,

In order to facllitate both the writing and reading

of this paper the author will at times refer to the father,

Julius F. Voss, as "Julius, Sr.," and to the son, Julius

P. Voss, as "Julius, Jr."
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II. Early Years In Germany

Julius F. Voss was born in 1835 in Reddis Kreils
Rummelsburg, Germany. Thls clty 1s located in the province
of Pomeranla not too many miles distant from the shores of
the Ealtic Sea, In addition to spending some of his early
vears 1in the clity of Hamburg, Julius, Sr. attended institu-
tions of higher learning in the clitles of Bublltz and Koeslin,
The nature of hils formal education was specifically designed
to ﬁrepare‘him for a 1ife of teaching., Not only did he excel
in the fleld of forelgn languages, but he also became an

accomplished pilanlst and organist.

Around the year 1858 Julius, Sr. married Marie, nee
Loff (Lohff). Marle's father, Frederick Loff, who was an
arlstocrat and member of the German Senate, resided in the
city of Pennekow, Pomerania, Marle grew up together with
her two sisters, Antonla and Loulse, and also with her two
cousins, Mathllde and Bertha Loff. These two cousins came
from Petershagen, Pomerénia, to live with the Frederick Loff
famlly after thelr father Ernst Loff dled at an early age.
It 1s interesting to note that cousin Bertha Loff was later

to become Mrs, Bertha Pleper,

The Christlan congregations in the area around the
clty of Pennekow had separated themselves from the Prussian
State Union Church and had jolned a strictly Lutheran group
(The Pomeranian Separation). Frederick Loff was a fervent
supporter of the congregation at Pennekow and reared his

three daughters and his two orphan nleces in the historic
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Lutheran faith, Thus all five girls became confessional

Lutherans,

God blessed the marriage of Jullus and Marie Voss
with two sons., Theodore was born in 1860, and Julius, Jr.
followed two years later, March 15, 1862, The family, now
numbering four, did not remaln near their beloved Baltic
Sea for long. Like so many other Lutheran Christlians they
declded to make the long Journey to America which held out
the promise of greater religious and economiec freedom.
ILittle is known about their passage to America other than
that 1t took place in 1864, when Theodore was four years

old and Julius, Jr, was two.
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IIT. Princeton Years

After surviving the long Atlantic voyage to America
which usually took weeks to complete, Jullus, Marie, and
thelr two young boys set out for Wisconsin. Thelr destin-
ation was the little town of Princeton which 1s located
about forty miles west of Fond du lac. Thls year, 1864,
was only slxteen years after the State of Wisconsin was
constituted and six years after Green Lake County was organ-
1zed. 1In addlition, 1t was seven years before the town of
Princeton had its first railroad, Consequently, the trip

surely must have been arduous.

Having been fully trained in the field of education
it was only natural that Jullius, Sr. become involved in
teaching. The opportunity presented 1tself in connection
with the fledgling St. John's Lutheran Church of Princeton.
The Lutheran Christians of Princeton had been served by the
Wisconsin Synod's "Reiseprediger" in that area for several
years prior to 1864. It was early in 1864, however, that
sixteen families assembled to incorporate as St. John's
Lutheran Church, Pastor J.J. Kern served the small group

until 1865, and Pastor J.P. Lucas served until 1869,

From 1ts earllest beglnnlngs, the members of St.
thn's Church were concerned about the spiritual growth
and well-being of thelr children., Although an actual school
room was not set aside until 1872, the congregation provided
Christian education for its children practically from its
very beglnning, Between the years 1864 and 1868 the priv-

lledge of training these children was carried out by Julius
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F. Voss, the congregation's first teacher. The classes were
held primarily for the purpose of lustructing the children
In the German language, and school was held right in the
pastor's home. Because St, John's School was in its infant
stages durlng these years, it 1s doubtful that this was the

only means of living that Julius Voss had.

Noteworthy 1s the fact that the town of Princeton
and St, John's Congregation became a sort of home for the
Jullius Voss family. It was durlng the years 1880-1883 and
agaln 1890-1904 that Theodore Voss, the elder son, returned
to St. John's Congregation to teach in their Christian Day
School. It was here, also, that he married his wife Alice
and reared his three children. Pastor Strohschein, the
present'pastor of St. John's, reports that the home in which

Theodore Voss and his family lived is still standing.,

In additlon to this, Jullus and Marie Voss also

":;returned to Princeton; this was in 1893, But this information

‘3”#enw111vinsért‘1n its correct chronological sequence.,

St. John's Congregation, which began
in 1864_withﬂsixteen families, presently has

well over one thousand souls., The humble

beginnings of its Christian Day School have

grown to ineclude over one hundred students JUmﬁSV@E
and four full time faculty members. These

‘plctures of Teacher Julius F. Voss and his i f\xﬂf

‘soﬁ Theodore Voss are found in St. John's

Centennlal Yearbook of 1964, PHEODORE VOSS
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The centenniel yearbock of St. Merk's Congregzstlion
has thies to say regarding 1ts school 2t this time:

‘With the coming of Teacher J. Voss (1869-1875)
g new and better era dawned for our school., Now teachers
began to arrive who had the full training of Prusslan,
Hesslan, or Saxon teacher seminaries and who were inter-
ested in finding permanent teaching positions. Thus our
congregation was blessed with many teachers the equal
of whom the public school could not boast of for a long
time, They did not command the English language, but
that was considered no great drawback at a time when
both congregetion and community were predominantly
German. These men were also trained to play the pilpe
orgen, The singing of our congregation was thus gilven
a so0lid foundation. ‘

As was stated earlier, Julius, Sr. had been well
trained in muslc while attending a Prussian Teacher's College
in Europe, and was very accomplished at the keyboard. During
his six years of service for St. Mark's he played the pipe
organ for services. The organ was located 1n the gallery,
and during services was usually surrounded by students who
watched with delight as the organist played. Of interest
1s the frequent difficulty experienced by the congregation
In finding and keeping someone to pump the pipe organ. The
Job had to be done by hand. In the earlier days the duty
was performed by members of the church councll, but later
1t was transferred to an offical "Windmacher." Earliest
records indicate that he was paid $4 per year. This amount
was soon increased to.$6, and then to $10, Later, when no
one could be found to take the Job, the salary was ralsed
to $25 per year, provided that he would "make the wind for

every public service,"?

When Julius, Sr, came to St. Mark's in 1865 the

school was & two-room school. Julius taught the upper grades,
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The other teacher on the faculty at that time was Mr, August
Gamm who served from 1869 to 1872, 1In 1871, however, the
enrollment of the school increased to such an extent that a
third class, made up of the youngeet children, had to be
added, This third class was taught ty Julius' wife Marle,.
Because the tullding had only two classrooms, Merie conducted
her classes in one of the rooms of thelr living quarters in
the front of the tullding., When Mr., Gemm left in 1872 the
middle grade classroom was takeniover by 5.J. Rlchter who

stayed at St, Mark's until 1880,

In 1874 the congregation decided to bulld an addition
to the rear of the school bullding which would provide )
classroom space for Marie's lower grade children. A school
constitution which was adopted at this time states that the
school's twofold purpose was to train the children in such
a way that:

(1) they not only are taught the way of salvation, but
are also led to walk on that path and thus fitted for
thelr heavenly calling, and

(2) that they are provided with such knowledge and skills
as wlll enable them to fulfill_thelr earthly calling in
a decent and honorable manner.3

Between the years 1869 and 1875, Theodore and Julius,
Jr, were instructed by thelr parents in the classrooms of
St, Mark's School., In addition to this, Julius, Sr. instruct-
ed both boys in keyboard technique,with the result that both

became accomplished musicians,

It was quite often the case during the 1800's that

when someone declded to lmmigrate to America from Furope thev
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would try to maxe contact with a close friend or relative
who would then help them to make & start in the new and
unfamilier land. Julius and Marle Voss had the opportunity
to offer thls type of assistance during the time they were
serving on St. Mark's faculty. Shortly after arriving in
Watertown in 1869, Julius and Marie had the privilege of
welcoming 1nto thelr home Reinhold Pleper, the son of
Bertha Plieper, nee Loff. And abtout two years later, fol-
lowing the death of her husband, EBertha Pleper and her four
youngest boys also came to America, They too found welcome
smiles and encouraging words in the Jullus Voss home in
Watertown. In his autoblographical notes, Professor August
Pieper relates theilr trip from Germany in this way:

In 1870 my mother decided to immigraﬁe to America
with her four younger sons: Franz, Carl, August and Anton.
They secured passage on the ocean liner, the Qcean Queen,
a slde-wheeler, very large, carrying 800 passengers.

Bullt in America, the QOcean Queen at first salled inland
waters, To make more money, the owners equipped it for

ocean travel, We boarded this liner at Stettin; at Wollin
- and Usedom we took on board about 400 Danes, mostly steer-

age passengers, Dally bickerings and fights took place
between the Danish and German steerage passengers. These
were frequently so serious that the ship's officers came
wlth loaded revolvers and drawn swords to prevent blood-
shed and to restore order. On the ocean we ran into a
storm so severe that one of the sldewheels was put out

of commission, causlng the blg ship to spin around contin-

ually. It took us four whole weeks before we finally
arrived in New York Hartor,

Now what? Fortunately for us, the Mlssouri Synod
at this time had an immigration mission at Castle Garden,
managed by a Pastor Keyl. He took us under hls wing, saw
to it that we had something to eat and got us on our way
via the Pennsylvsnla and Milwaukee-St. Paul Rallroads.
In a few days we arrlived 1n Watertown, Wisconsin, where

wve had the good fortune to meet the depot agent, Mr. August

Gamm, He was kind enough to bring us to the teacher of
St. Mark's, Julius Voss, & relative, whoAtwo years pre-
vious had recelved our brother Reinhold.
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Cousin Berthe Pleper 4id find a place for her femlly
to settle, Between the years 1871 and 1874 the widowed Mrs.
Pleper served as housemother at the then six year o0ld North-
western College. She and her four boys lived on campus, and
the toys, Franz, Relnhold, August and Anton, all attended
classes at the college. (Carl did not care for formal educa-
tion and struck out on his own.) It appears that a close
asgoclation continued to exist between the two Voss boys,
Theodore and Julius, Jr., and the Pleper boys during those
Watertown years. Anton Pleper, the youngest of the Pieper'

boys, wezg in the class right between Theodore and Julius, Jr;~

The year 1875 proved to be another.traumatic year
in the lives of Jullus and Marie Voss. It was durlng thiéﬁ
vear that both of them resigned from thelr positions on»St;f  
Mark's faculty. No reason 1is recorded as to why they fol- .
lowed this course of action, but i1t is perhaps more than |
Just coincidental that during that year St. Markfs‘céngrééx‘ 
gation felt constralned to relleve Pastof H.E;JHeinriéhé,;f'
of his'offiée as pastor of the congregation, ?Pastor’Héiﬁ;f B
richs had served Sf‘ Mark's for only one year when the |
ma jority of the congregation found his behavior to be unfit-
ting for the holy office of the minlstry. When Pastor
Heinrichs left St, Mark's a portion of the congregation
went with him, and under his guidance formed Immanuel Luth-
eran Church. This congregation then joined the Iowaksfnod‘wb

which after 1930 became part of the Amerlcan Lutheran‘Church;
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Although Julius and Marie severed thelr connections
with St., Mark's Lutheran School, the faculty of St, Mark's
School was once again to be served by a member of the Voss
family. In 1883, after having taught at St. John's in Prince-
ton for three years, Theodore Voss returned to Watertown to
teach In the classrooms where he once had sat as a student,.

He served on St. Merk's faculty from 1883 until 1889,

When Julius and Marle resigned from teaching at St,
Mark's they did ndt leave Watertown. Their toys were now
both enrolled at Northwestern, and the parents had a strong
desire to see the boys continue with thelr Christian educa-
tion and eventually enter upon the work of the public min-
istry. Thelr dilemma was resolved in that an alternate form
of employment presented itself, Cousin Bertha Pleper resigned
from her Jobbas housemother at Northwestern in 1874, and
the position was now open. In 1875 Marie Voss took over

the responsibilities of that position,

The Voss family now moved across town and took up
resldence on the c¢ampus of the college. The bullding in
which they llved was the original bullding of 1865. The
sﬁructure was tall and square, and 1t was topped by a small
| cupola, The over-all impression one got when viewing the
ertlire bullding was that 6f a square, wooden coffeé grinder,
topped by a receptacle for the coffee beans., For this rea-
son the building was affectionately nicknamed the "Kaffee-

muehle,"
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The "Kaffeemuehle" was a three story brick structure
with a full basement., More than hzlf of the basement was
above ground level which meant that 1t was dry and comfor-
table, It was in this lowest level that Jullus. Marie. and
thelr two boys lived. 1In addition to providing the living
quarters for thelr family, the basement also housed the

kitchen and dining room facilities for the collep;e.5

The plcture below.is found in Prof. Kowalke's

Centennial Story - Northwestern College, 1865-1965.

The college campus, with the 1875 dorm and

the Kaffeemuehle, as seen from Western
Avenue in the late 1870’s
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Although only the name of {arie Voss 1s found in the
records of Northwestern College as holding a position on the
staff between 1875 and 188G, 1t 1s most likely that her hus-
band Julius was also involved with the same position., The

' and "manzgers" seem to te

terms "houseparents," "stewards,'
used Interchangeably, and, more often than not, the position
was filled by a married couple., Some of the responsibilities
that fell to the couple holding the position were: purchasing
all the food and supplies, preparing all the meals, managing
funds, cleaning, mailntaining the bulldings and grounds, and

in some respects serving as "parents" for the students away

from home,

Mrs, Lillian Voss, a grandaughter-in-law of Julius
and Marle, rememters hearing Marie during these years being
described as "a tall, stately woman who always had a chain

about her waist which held a large ring filled with keys,

Every day she would scrub the white floors until they were

spotless,"

Some famlly members recall Julius, Sr. being mentioned
as serving in a teaching capacity at the college during these
years, especlally iIn the areas of muslec and Iatin. Although
he was well qualified to do this, his name is not mentloned
in the lists of faculty members, tutors, instructors, or
assistants, BSurely the posslibility does exlst, however,
that he may have served in a limited capaclty of whlch no

officlal record was kept.
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Except for the two years between 1880 and 1882,
Julius, Sr., and Marie carried out the responsibilities
of houseparents at Northwestern from 1875 until 18E&9,
During this time their sons Theodore and Julius, Jr. com-
prleted thelr high school and college education. After
leaving Northwestern, Theodore immedlately began serving
a8 & Christian Day School teacﬁer. Julius, Jr,, on the
other hand, after btelng graduated from Northwestern in
1881, enrolled at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. He com-
pieted the Semlnary course of study and was graduated in
1883, Julius, Jr, was then assigned to serve as the pastor
of Zion Lutheran Church of Peshtigo, Wisconsin. Eefore
plcking up the Peshtigo years, however, let us close the

ook on the Watertown years.

During these early years of Northwestern College
the sphere of responsibility of the various offices was
not always clearly defined and understood. There were times
when strong differences of opinlon arose between the members
of the faculty, the board members, the president, the
inspector (dean), and the houseparents or stewards., Just
such an incident arose in 1889 which finally led to the
reslgnation of Marlie Voss as stewardess, It seems that
Marie, as stewardess, was to be directly responsible to the
inspector or dean, who, ag of 1888, was Prof. John P. Koehler,
Accounts seem to indicate that they were working in harmony
and accomplishing those ﬁhings necegsary for the betterment

of the school. There was, however, a local bgdrd member who
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wag dlssatisfied not only with Prof. XKoehler's activities

tut also wlith the actions of Marie Voss,

In his History of the Wisconsin Synod, Prof. Koehler
relates an incident involving the installatlion of a toilet.
Apparently Marle Voss on the tasls of propriety had request-
ed that toilet facilities be installed in the kitchen,

Prof. Koehler, as Inspector, had okayed the lnstallation,

When the local board meeting was held, however, the board
member mentioned atove took issue and accused Prof. Koehler
of high-handedness, Thls same board member apparently tried
to make life miserable for Marie Voss., Working in this atmos-
phere finally led Marie to hand in her resignation. Prof.
Koehler puts 1t this way:

During vacatlon, July 1889, Mrs. Voss, the stew-
ardess, resigned her job, no longer willing to be bossed
and bawled out by the ill-mannered board man, and was
replaced by two single women, protegeés of his. He had
complained about Mre., Voss at the June board meeting dur-
ing synod, with the result that the board ordered that he
be chairman of the local board and do the buying, that
the inspector under the director have the supervision
and together with Prof. Ernst and Dr., Notz draw up rules
and regulations for the teachers, board members, and
stewardess, and Prof. Ernst work out a general plan of
administration (all to receive printed form).

Thus, the Watertown years ended in 1889 with Marie's
resignation, We will not be able to proceed forward in
time, however, untll we have filled in the activities of

Pagtor Julius Voss, Jr. in Peshtigo.
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It was in the spring of 1883 thet Julius Voss, Jr.
was graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran Semlnary. At that
time the Seminary was located in Eimermann's Pérk on 135th
and Vine Streets 1in the city of Milwaukee. He was assligned
to serve Zion Iutheran Church of Peshtigo, Wisconsin. Eefore
making the 175 mile trip north to Peshtigo, however, Jullus
got married, Hls tride was Caroline, nee Schroeter, of
Wateftown, Wisconsin, Undoubtedly Julius, Jr., and Caroline
had known each other for & number of years, having grown up
together in Watertown., Caroline's parents, the Otto L.
Schroeters, were very well known members of St., Mark's
Church in Watertown, They had been living there since 1870,
having moved from Chicago, Illinois., Caroline's birthdate,
Nov. 10, 1863, shows that she was only a year and & half
younger than Jullius; therefore, it 1s most likely that they
even attended Christian Day School together at St., Mark's,
The wedding took place on June 15, 1883, and after a few

months tlme-the young couple set out for Peshtigo.

In order to'understand more fully the pastorate of
Julius Voss, Jr. at Zion Lutheran in Peshtigo, some back-
ground 18 necessary on the turblent beginnings of that con-
gregation. The unique history of Zion lLutheran goes;back
to 1868 when Pastor Carl Huebner, the Wisconsin Synod
‘"Relseprediger" in that area, was periodically bringing
the Gospel to the Christians around Peshtigo., In 1870 the
people called Pastor Huebner to serve them permanently, and

he accepted the call. The congregation immediately began
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to erect & parsonage about five miles from the town, but it
weg destroyed by fire before completion. After this, the
residents of Peshtigo requested Pastor Huebner to conduct

services right in the vlillage of Peshtigo, and this he did.

On the evening of October 8, 1871, the voung congre-
gation met for an evenlng communion service which was follow-
ed by a meeting for the purpose of reorganization, In the
meeting the congregation decided to join the then twenty
yeer old Wisconsin Synod., On that very night the terrible
"Peshtigo Fire" broke out., Although this date coincldes
with the date of the great Chicago fire which received more.
notoriety, the Peshtigo Fire was in fact many times more
deadly. It is estimated that on the night of QOctober 8th,
1200 lives were taken by the fire, This figure 1s perhaps
close to half of the total population of Peshtigo and the
surrounding area in that year. According to the records of
Zlon Congregation, Pastor Huebner was not seen again after

that night and probably lost his 1life in the fire.

A plaque attached to the present church building

summarizes this early history.




Many pathetic and almost untelievable stories are
told about the events of that night - storles atout charred
human flesh, "well broiled" cercasses of animals, suicides,
drownings, heroic rescues, and broken famllles. The events
of that night were to be remembered, retold, and dreamed
about for decades to come. Perhaps most noteworthy is the
fact that after the news of the disaster finally trickled
out to the outside world, the young Wisconsin Synod ralsed
over $2200 and gave 1t as a gift to the surviving members
of Zion Conéregation to help them build a new parsonage
and church, This building project was completed in 1872
when the congregatlon was under the care of Pastor Paul
Lange who left in 1874, Two other pastors éame and went
in the next nine years, Pastor Adolph Toepél (1874-1880)

and Pastor C. Hillerman (1881-1883),

Thus, Just twelve years after the terrible Peshtigo

Fire, 21 year o0ld Pastor Julius Voss, Jr,, with his new

bride, arrived in Peshtigo to begin serving ZionlCongreggtion;'k =

According to the 1903 Seminary Catalog he was ordained and
installed by a Pastor H, Hillimann in 1883, From May of |
1883 until Julius, Jr. and Caroline arrived in autumn,

the congregatlon was served by seminary professors who came

by train each weekend,

The plcture on the top of the next page was taken
from the centennial yearbook of Zion Lutheran Church., Even

though 1t 1s not a photograph, it serves to glve some idea

of what the immediate surroundings were like in 1883,



The parsonage
shown on the picture
right next to the church
bullding was completely
furnished by Caroline's
mother and father who
were gqulte wealthy. Mrs.
111llan Voss recalls her

mother-in-law Caroline

) . ,

saylng, "When we arrived , Our First Church and Parsonage
From an old steel engraving

everyone was extremely of 1881

gracious, The members
had the parsonage in perfect order, even to the point of fll-
ling the cookstove with wood and paper. All I had to do was

touch & mateh to it."

The atmosphere, however, was not always fllled with
Yoy and merriment. Mrs., Lilllian Voss alsoc remembers Caroline
saying that much of the country slde was still charred, and
the burnt tfee stumps stood up like cemetery monuments,
Everywhere you tufned there were graves and markers, The
people of the town were often very gloomy, and spoke only
of the horrors of the fire, ©5She recalls one incldent about
which Caroline was told that involved a man from the church
who had placed his family in thelr spring wagon and was rac-
ing to the safety of the river, Flames were leaping out at
the wagon all the way, but he didn't dare turn around to
look, Finally, when he arrived at the river's bank he turn-

ed to find in horror that the tack half of the wagon had
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burned away. The only other person alive was hls son on

the seat beside him.

Julius, Jr. served Zlion Lutheran for seven years,
from 1883 umtil 1890, They were & busy seven years as the
records of the congregation bear out. Pastor Tills of Zion
Lutheran states: "According to Volume IT of our offical
church records, Pastor Jullus Voss conducted 148 buriels,
38 weddings, 96 confirmations, and 177 baptisms. Four of
the 177 taptisms were of his own children." He also adds,
"It seems to be that there may have been a diphtheria epidemic
during his pastorate - therefore the great number of burilals

in comparison to the large number of baptisms.”

The Lord did bless Julius and Caroline with four
children during thelr years at Peshtigo, O0Ott0Julius Theodore
was born Nov, 18, 1885, Walther Friedrich was born Oct. 27,
1887, Margarethe Marie Caroline Jda (this writer's paternal
grandmother) was born Feb, 20, 1889, and Julla Gertrud Mathilde
was born March 8, 1890, just months before her parents left

Peshtigo.

Conversation with Mrs. Lillian Voss confirmed the
outbreak of diphtherle in Peshtigo durlng the years her
parents-in-law were there., She spoke of a time when her
great-grandmother Marlie traveled from Watertown to Peshtigo
in order to help out. Marie's medical advice to Caroline was
to tle a cloth rtag fllled with certain leaves arocund the

necks of the children. Thls was supposed to ward off the
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posaibllity of thelr getting the disease,

For the most part Julius, Jr., enjoved his ministry
in Peshtigo. Hgfgecame gulte friendly wlth the Indians in
the surrounding area. At times he would supply them with
tobacco, and they 1In turn would meke certain that Pastor
Voss always knew where the best hunting and fishing spots
were to be found., Mrs, Lilllian Voss recalls her father-in-

law saying that the Indlians taught him how to row a boat

in such a way that it took absolutely no effort,

His minlstry, however, was also marked by difficulty
and extreme pressure, Apparently the congregation was made.
up largely of Germans, many of whom had a tendency to be
qulte stubborn. Often arguments would arise over the sim-
plest matters, and stubborn pride on the part of many (per-
haps including the pastor) would only fan the fires of dis-
contentment. Gradually well defined divisions among the
members began to take shape. All of this unrest took a
heavy mental and emotional toll upon young Pastor Voss,
Apparently one of the "final straws that broke the Pastor's
back," according to his daughter-in-law, was a full-scale
disagreement over the altar and pulpit paraments., It seems
that a group within the congregatlon vehemently protested
that the figure of the lamb on the paraments was actually
that of a ram, No doubt this Incldent was only one of many;
nevertheless, shortly following it, Jullus Voss, Jr. had a
nervous breakdown which early in 1890 necessitated his ask-

ing to be released from his call to serve Zion Congregation.
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President V. Rohr later reported to Synod that Rev. J. Voss

had resigned for reasons of health,

Thus ended the Peshtigo years. Jullus, Jr., Caroline,
and thelr four chlldren returned to Watertown., It is impor-
tant to note that Zlion Congregation did not foster feelings
of animosity over-agalnst thelr former pastor. This fact
was clearly shown when the congregation invited Julius and
Caroline to attend the celebrations connected with thelr

fiftieth annlversary.

The plcture at the right of
young Pastor Voss was also
taken from Zion's Centennial

Yeartook.

Rev. Julius Voss
1883-1890



24

VI. Washington Years

late 1889 and early 1890 was perhaps the most trau-
matlc time of all for the Voss family as & unlt. Perharps
it would serve a purpose to recount some of the occurances
during this time perlod. It was durlng this time that
Marie Voss felt constrained to resign as stewardess at
Northwestern, "no longer willing to be bossed and tawled
out by the ill-mannered board member," During this same
time period Theodore left the faculty of St. Mark's at
Watertown and returned to Princeton, once again to teach
on the faculty of St. John's Christian Dav School. And
finally, it was during these months that Julius, Jr. had
his nervous breakdown, and he and Caroline left Peshtigo
with thelr four children, one of whom was only a few months

old,

¥What was to happen npw? Caroline hed had a difficult
time delivering her last child, She needed the chance to'~
reét and regain her strength, Travel for'her’ﬁas out of the
question, Julius, Jr, was experliencing deep periods of
severe depression over all that had transpired in Peshtigo.
He needed to "get away from it all" so that he might be able
to put the pleces bhack together. Jullus, Sr, and Marile
really had no outslde obligations any longer. Their only

desire was to do the best thing for thelr children,

The up-shot of all this was that in 1890 Caroline
took the four younchildren, ages 5,3,1, and a few months,

and went to 1live with her perents. the Otto Schroeter's in .
)
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Watertown., Julius, Sr. and Marie decided to take Jullus, Jr.
on a long rehabllitation trip to the state of Washlngton,

No doubt they could remember the enjoyatle days of thelr
youth spent on the shores of the baltic Sea. Ferhaps they
even thought that 1f they could get thelr son to the ocean,

thls relaxing atmosphere would have a therapeutlc effect,

In any event, the three of them set out on a 2000
mile trip to Washington, They finally arrived at the town
of Snohomish, which is located on Puget Sound, about 25
miles north of Seattle. Here they remained for the next
three years, Some family members remember snatches of con-
versation which might be construed to mean that they intend-
ed to start a brewery while in Washington. If this was the
case, no written record 1s avallable to substantiate 1it.
Actually, no other particulars are known about the years
spent in Snohomish, While there, however, Julius, Jr.
began to show signs of being addicted to alcohol. It is
quite probable that this dependence on alcohol was caused
in great paft by the heavy feelings of gullt which he bore
in connection witﬁ the problems in the Peshtigo congregation
and hls resignation. Both the feelings of gullt and the
dependence on alcohol were problems he carried with him for

the remainder of his life.

In 1893 Julius, Sr., Marie, and Julius, Jr, left
Snohomish and made the long return trip to Wisconsin. Agaln,
the reason for thils course of action at this partlicular time

1s unknown., Perhaps Julius, Jr. had progressed sufflciently
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in matters of health to warrant thelr return., Perhaps

their original plans to stert a tusiness had falled, and
they felt that they might as well return. Perhaps 1t became
clear that Caroline and the children would never be able to
join them in Washington, Perhaps the health of Julius, Sr.
wag already beginning to fail, and it was his desire to re-
turn, Whatever the reason was, they returned, and the Wash-

ington years were over,

&
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VII. Final Years In Wisconsin & Illinols

Upon their return to Wisconsin in 1893, Julius, Sr.,
Marie, and Julius, Jr. went to Princeton, where Theodore was
living with his famlly and teaching at St, John's Christlan
Dav School, Once again the entire famlly was together, with
the exception of Caroline and the four chlldren who remained
with her parents in Watertown. According to Mrs. Lilllian
~Voss, the Otto Schroeters were seriously concerned about the
alcoholic tendencies of thelr son-in-law, In addlition, they"
felt personally responsible for the welfare of their daugh-

ter Caroline and thelr grandchildren.

Mrs, Adele Lietz, daughter of Julius, Jr. and Caroline,
recalls that_it was at this time that her féther'sought'help'
for his alcohol dependency from the Kllacure organization
(comparable to Alcoholics Anonymous). She also feels thét
i1t was at thié time that Julius, Jr. resigned himself to the
fact that he would never agaln be able to serve as a pastor

of a congregatlion.

Just one yéér after the return trip from Washington,
Julius Voss, Sr. dled. The date recorded in.the record
books of St. John's Congregation in Princeton 1s January 22,
1864, After a perlod of about two years, his widow, Marle,
mérried a wealthy gentleman from Princeton by the name of
Mueller., They lived in Princeton until Mr. Mueller also
passed away, It was after the year 1900 that Marie Voss
spent some of the closing years of her llfe with her son,

Julius, Jr. and his famlly in Illinois. Eoth Julius, Sr.
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and ¥Marie were burled iIn Priceton, Wisconsin.

According to Mrs. Lillian Voss and Mrs, Adele Lletz,

~ dJulius Voss, Jr. turned much of his energy in the direction

of hils love for muslc after resligning from the ministry.

As mentlioned earller, he waes an accomplished planist due

to his father's careful and patient instruction, After his

father's death and perhaps even during the Washington years,
Julius, Jf. took part in numerous concert tours, His enjoy-
ment of this phase of his 1i1fe was evidenced by the fact

that he often spoke of these travels with his children.

It was around the year 18S5 that Julius, Jr. became
the manager of a muslic store in Ripon, Wisconsin. This
‘was accomplished‘with the financlal asslstance of his |
father-in-law, Otto Schroeter, Ripon 1s located about 15
miles east of Princeton and about 50 miles north ofiWatern
towﬁ. where Caroline and hles four children were still liv-
ing. It appears that Julius traveled back and forth between
Ripon and Watertown, perhaps only spending limlted amounts
of time at home with his family. Sometime later additlional
music stores opened even closer to Watertown.‘ The Lord
blessed Julius and Caroline Voss with two more children,
both of whom were born in Watertown. Adele was born on

Sept. 12, 1897, and Helen was born on August 5, 1899,

In the year 1900 Jullus, Caroline, and their six-
chlldren left Watertown, Wisconsin, and moved to Illinoils.

Over the years the famlly lived in various homes located
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in Chicago, Forest Park, Cicero, Eerwyn, and Villa Park,
Julius supported his family bty working for the Sefton Sezsls
Paper Box Company. Even after the chlldren were grown and
married, the family remalned closely knit, Often there
were two or even three marrled children living Iln the same

home with the parents.

Pagstor Ernat Lams of Christ Lutheran Church in
Cicero, Illinoils, was more instrumental than any other
person in helping Julius Voss, Jr. come to grips with his
protlems, Ever since those Peshtigo years Julius' emotions
ranged from deep—seated gullt to bitter resentment. At the
time of his death on April 5, 1937, however, the precious
Gospel message df forglveness had calmed his troubléd heart
and soul. He was at peace with his"God. The Lord allowéd
hls wife Caroline to live to the fuil,age of 96 vears. This
wrlter 1s privilédged to have many foﬁd memories of his

great grandmother. Caroline Voss died on November 12, 1959,
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VIII. Conclusion

The objective of this writer was to gather as much
information as possible on the Voss family and then to try
to assimllate that information into a flowlng blographical
sketch, We have a sketch, but in many respects 1t is too
- s8ketchy. Surely there 1s much more information out there
to be gathered., Perhaps the material contalned in these
pages will be of help to someone else in gatherling more

speclfics in the future,

It is difficult to malntain a completely objective
point of View in preparing a paper of this nature. For
any unwérranted assumptions or conclusions that were made

in the text, the writer apologizes,

Finally, it wés extrémely heart-warming'énd reag-
suring to note hoﬁ the Lord of thé Chﬁrch’used the subjécts
of thls paper to strengthen and extend His Kingdom, If it
had not been for the Vosses in Watertown, the Lutheran

-

Church most probably would never have heard the name Pleper.
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Sermonette; On the occaslon of the installatlon of new
Church Counclil - Zion, Peshtigo, Wils,

Written by: Pastor Julius P, Voss
Translated by: Prof. V.J. Weyland

For purposes of comparison, the translation 1s almost verbatim.
(God) grant! Amen!
Dear EBrethren:

You have been elected 1n a regular meeting of thils congregation
- a8 meanbers of the Church Council., Since you (now) have the
confldence of your fellow brethren, that you each in accord-
ance with his assisned duties, will falthfully perform accord-
ing to God's good pleasure, and (you) also acknowledge the
same and ought to seek God's help, therefore, you might well
recall how the holy Apostles have, among other deacons, elect-
ed 5t. Stephen and commlitted to them the list of dutles and
the chdrch property, in order that they mlght better assume
-the holy office of the congregation and (its) teachings,

And between the flrst deacons and the Apostles in the Church
of our Lord Jesus Christ and (the) care of the church property
and 1ts ordinances there has been such brotherly unity of love
and fellowship, tec the end that also 5t. Stephen, the first
elder, was stoned tecause of his faithfulness, B - '

- But experience has also sufficlently taught how Satan has
played with the elders and still tries to persuade those who
are (willing) to act treacherously in their church duties and
agalnst their Pastors, Therefore, I admonish you in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ that you be falthful in your office
to the glory of Hls holy name, to live in unity with your
Pastor, that you as Elders strive to be hls assistant in all
external matters which pertain to church property, houses,
(church cemetery), continuance of good order, fulfilling your
prescribed duties according to the Constlitution of the Church
and to that end would pray God that He not permlit Satan to
come tetween you, that no great strife and danger develop,
nor (such) (come) to the entire church, specifically great
shame and harm, If you are prepared to do that, then answer:
Yee, (wlth the help of God). ‘ :

let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You that You have
established Your church on earth and hitherto preserved it
against the gates of hell, in all persecutions and storms,
and spread (Thy Kingdom), We also thank You that through the
washing of Regeneratlion through Baptism (hast) caused us to
be born into this church and (hast) through the preaching of
Your precious Gospel called us into the blessed fellowship
with You, (that we) stand in the enjoyment of the Means of
Grace and are kept, by the Holy Ghost, in the true falth and
sanctified., We also thank You todey in partlicular that You
8tl1ll grant servants, helpers, and rulers who through the
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power and grace of Your Holy Spirit in all temporal and
spirlitual affairs falthfully say: Now, dear Lord, 1t is

Your Church, which You heve purchased with Your blood,

We pray that You would continue to preserve it, (that) Your
Word may richly dwell among us 1in all wisdom, and that Your
Word may prosper in our souls, O Chief Elshop and Bishop of
our souls, in grace look after these our brethren who heve
been elected as Klders and officers 1n a Christian manner

in the congregation and who now stand before You to under-
take thelr important office. Fill them with Your Holy Spirit,
that they may know Your mind and do Your will, and that their
service in this congregation may be blest. Fill their hearts
with love to You, tc Your Word, to thelir Pastor, and to all
thelr brethren, and enable them to carry out with falthful
attention to You and in confidence in Your belng with them

in their service and to do it with joyful hearts. Lord, be
graclous to us, and do as we pray, for the sake of Your great
love, Who with the Father and the Holy Ghost lives and relgns
in (2l1l) eternity.

(The Pastor now hands them his right hand and says):

I wish you God's blessings in the carrylng out of you office,
May Almighty God grant you grace and peace, lead you by His
Holy Spirit, and strengthen you so that you with your Pastor
unflinchingly be concerned about the welfare of thls congre-
gation and falthfully fulfill your duty. Also be now assured
that the falthful, omniscient, risghteous God Who leaves noth-
ing unrewarded will bless your effort in time and eternity.

(To those who are going out of office):

To you, however, who are now leaving your office T say:

Thank you for your effort in the adminlstration of your office
and for your thereln known falthfulness, The heavenly Father

bless and reward you gracliously for 1t; through Jesus Christ,

His dear Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen,
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