THE ROLE OF WOMEN
IN THE CHURCH -~ WISCONSIN SYROD

A PEOPLE PREPARED?

Senior Church History

~Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Library |
11831 K. Semninary Drive.  65W |
. Mequos, Wisconsin s et




In the historical development of the Christian Church,
the church has had to face numerous doctrinal controversies.

ch century or period of church history presents a new and

different challenge to Christ's disciples whe want to continue
in the truth. Already in St. Paul's time, false teachers were
challenging the teachings of salvation by grace alone (Galatia),

the resurrection of the dead (Corinmth), and the second coming of
Christ (Thessalonica). In thP early past aposL011 church, the

scriptural teaching of the Trlnlty and the person of Christ were

v1gor0usly challenged tn tlme oL?tne'\eformaulcﬁ,‘the

visible GhrlstLan Ghulch haé succumbe  tG>the £a£se Leachlmg of




the greatest challenge to the truth
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has been in the area of the authority of Scripture.
book called the Bible the Word of God? - Does it.provide us with

God's clearly revealed will? Are ite teachings or doctrines

unchanging ove: time? O, does the DBible just contain the
word and will of God? Axe its teachings subject to change as
mankind and society develop? This doctrine is central to all

biblical doctrines. Unfortunately, the vast majority of modern
Clyvdard s 3 (21so Lutherans) h e denied ither
Christiagn denominatiors (alsc lutherans) have demied, elther

explicitly or implicitly, the unchanging authority of Scripture.

For wmany, the teachings of the Savicr have been replaced by &he
doctrines of men. As we contend for the Truth, we do well to
remember the words of the Savior, "If you hold to my teaching,

you are really,my’disciples. Then you will koow the truth, and
the truth will éét yéﬁ £reec“ Jn. 8:31-32. |
One of tne pa?tlculakkonallepges that face cur own Synod
- today is the‘ 01@ f'tmaﬁ and Wbman~e bothkln the church and in

gsoc1ety 1n5genelal

| :epzesfe;na tive:
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in the church -
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first two areas set

Lutheran has addressed

(%)

the scriptural teaching concerning the role of women iuo the
church?" The primary emphasis will be on the role of women

in soclety in general. The point of

1ok
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the Northwestern Lutheran as an educating tool

As the official English voice of the Synod,

has {for 70 years}56m%£

wust continue to serve ag an educatinmg force in the synod.
Ihree major aveas that will be considered are:
1). The late developwment of this issue in the Wisconsin
Sinod;
2). Historical issues and answers in the Synod; and
3). The Northwestern Lutheran's historical educating

role in this ares.

the foundation upon which the £final

“section evaluates how thoroughly historiecally the Northwestern

the issues surrounding women's role in

the Lutheran Church - Wiscomsin Synod.

WOMEN' S QQLE IN THE QHURCH - A LATE DEVEL@PING CONTRGVEQSY

To a~ce£ualn degree, LL is a. mlsmomef to. speak of Lhis con-
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or organists were addressed. However, the situations were for

the most part of lesser significancey; they were address
J
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tion was adopted, and the resulting iwpact on Synod 1life
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was no more than a minor 'bump in the road'.

)

Other Lutheran denominations in Awerica faced the question o©
woman suffrage in the church much earlier and allowed varying
degrees of woman suffrage. The model constitution for the
Genmeral Synod (forerummer of the present LCA) at the turn of
the century granted women the vight to vote but not to hod office.
The more conservative Augustana Synod granted women the right
to vote in 1907 and in 1930 allowed them to be delegates to
conferences and synéd meetings. Congregations in other Synods
often granted women the right to vote or hold office in the
church without consuiﬁin&vtheir respective Synods, and without
any synod dlsblpllnary actlon. kHoWéver, German bodies as a

whole applied, espec1a11y I Cor. l4: 34, 33, 11tera11y and denied

women  the right;tgga7k :uestlons at LhUKCh meetlngs 2

'In,genéraf ~,, ore Amerlcanlzed'iubheran Cburch bodies

fhe‘soglofpclluical

;our W1¢c0151n Synod ﬂ'”" ' i o ‘ L

i



The Missouri Synod position on Woman's role in the church

began to show clear signsof drifting as early as 1938. In the

=

formal essay presented at synod convention by Dr. John T. Meulle

5
he inciluded an observation that women were not allowed to vote.
One delegate objected to the statement and eventually the
Synod resolved to restudy the matter. Fifteen years later (1953),

.

a committee was finally appointed to do a thorough exegetical

study of the applicable texts including I Corinthians 14 and

I Timothy 2. One of the veasons for the restudy cited in the
maar i1t o P A L5 h - £ [, 4o AL 2L m s e g £~ e
resolution was; "There is a gincere difference of opinion

among many clergy and laity concerning the full and correct

Ga»

application of these texts to the question of woman suffrage in

the church. . ."4 This sincere difference of opinion eventually
allowed women in Missouri Synod the right to vote in congregations
that locally accepted the practice. The present position of
Missouri Synod on the role of women in the church features the
foll@wing pointé:, .

1. ‘Scrlpture ‘does not pronlblt women Erom voting in
~ fvctcr s aﬁsemblles,, o

]fScertur
.~ office;

n1y~excludes women5 r@m the pastoral

*hold an offlceylm Lhe church whose

2 ’~;lﬂ L[lﬁ GAGBLC.lbL
£ ';‘hhe K@,,zs, |
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the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. At each s

troversy, the scope of the application of the pertineni passages
was rarrowed., Most mnotably, the I Cor.14:33-38 passages wege
limited in epplia tion to "the congregation at worship.” Thus,

by the split with their congregations which formed the AELC,

T +h LA . LS B, ol g o A - PR <IN . e 1 q 4
POow Tnese Hoderates not Ul.:__y Sﬁ;ppOl Ced woman suirrage uc

also women pastors.
It is for this reason, that we can speak about the contro-

a7

versy concerning Women's Role in the Church as a late develop-
ment for the Wisconsin Synod. We presently stand as the only
major Lutheran church body in America that officially does not
permit woman suffrage in the church. We together with the
Missouri Synod are part of a minority of denominations in America
that do not permit women pastors to serve in our conéregations‘
The danger is very real, that we, too, might ignore clear words
of scripture and desire "a King like all the other nations.”
But as a Synod we ‘have Dassed the ea .y'Stage of develop-

ment when we could simply resolve the,quesﬁion by saying, ''we

;don{t do thinos‘thatHWay,” The questionfliQSJOpen'before us.

It ois 1nterest1ng tc ﬂote the source Of ths 1ate develop~

ment. In April, ”19781 the Comm1381on of chhex Education (CHE)
adopted a study entltled "The Role of Man amd Woman Accord1n° to
Ho&yy&crlpture prepared by Profesqor CarT Lawrenz of Wisconsin

Lutheran Seminary, ‘This attempt by the CHE to resolve the matter



of woman's role in the church, more than likely appeared as
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attempt to answer questions related to scriptural limitations

associated with women teachers at various levels of education.

resident
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The CHE, with the approval of the Conference of

3
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submitted the paper to the 1979 Synod fomvention. At that time,

the 8ynod officially recogpized the importance of the matter at

hand:
Whereas: 1) the theses listed im ""The Role of Man and
Woman According to Holy Scripture” addregses
a subject of great concern in our times;>

The congregations, conferences, and districts were directed by

Synod to study the matter. The districts were divected o sub
reports to the CHE. ‘he CHE was directed by Synod to rep

the findings 1F the 1981 comvention.

bAoain in the 1981 Synod Convevtion tée S noﬁ Ld ﬂOt
& YT .

adopt the,Lawrenz paper as the offfc1al DOSLﬁlOn paper fGl the

role of man and wowan. Instead a commlttee Gf ten pastoru

éudy the matter and




that follows will treat of sowme of the

solved and their historical answers.

TT. HISTORICAL ISSUES AND ANSWERS
issues at hand?

swers before we

primary sources:

1. Professor William Henkel's essay,

2.

3, Prcfessor Ca”l Lawrenz s Essay,

issues

Woman in the Public Life of the Congregation;
$

\.J
that mnust be re-
We must now examine

attempt to evaluate

provided by the Northwestern

Lutheran. To examine the historical issues surrounding woman's
role in the church, it is helpful to examine writings from Lfour

"The Btatus of

(1920's)

Prcfessor Wilbert Gawrisch's essays -
"The Place of Women in the Life and Work of

a.
the Church. (1966)
ﬂb; "wcmen in the Leachlng Minlstry "(19/5)

The %ole of Man and
Wbmanfﬁccordlng te chlptu?ee” (T&?S}, and

S r’srq

J 818

ConqentLon -

it

e historical

0 to



decline, the Americanizing influence of other lutheran bodies
began to be felt. As noted aghbove, woman Sffﬁrage.waﬁ generally

accepted by the General Synod congregations and even the more
conservative Augustana Syncd congregations more than 20 years
prior to the time Professor Henké&l's essay originally appeare
in the German forerummer to the present Wisconsin Lutheran

Thus even inm the 1920%s it 1s not surprising that

there was pressure from cutside the Synod and possibly within
the Synod to revise its historical position. It is appropriate
that at that time the Hemkel essay should appear to set the
record straight for the pastoral readership of the Quartalschrif
The issues and answers are summarized by Henkel as follows:

There is therefore no doubt that Scripture assigns

a different status to woman
congregation than to man.

in the Qﬂbllu 1ife of the
That her rﬂlatanShlp to

man is not omne of equailty but one of subordination

should find ehple551on also

in the ccngregat;onal life.

Therefore she is not to rule, nor to join in ruling
the church, nor is she to teach publicly unless urgent
necessity demands it so that the principle established
in I Corinthians 14:34 is not violated according to

its sense and splrlt

The DeraPy scrlp ural suppoft he developa is drawn from

14 34 36 and

God has‘aaSLgmed to man a d1££erenu position in the

public life of

the congregatlon than to woman because
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their gifts differ, and both should be good stewards
of their gifts./

L3t oy

Henkel presents a two=fold difference in gifts, namely, that
women lack sound judgment (are more easily deceived gnd they are

too subject to influence from their emotiong. As we will note

later, the later essays.which will be considered do not attempt
to explain the 'why" of God's will - only what his will is and

£3

gignificant applications.

!r

Most significantly, Henkel identifies the principle that
the passages under consideration may only be applied to the role
of woman in the church today if they are part of God's Moral Law,
ie. his unchanging will., He identifies these passages as part
of the Moral Law kéépecially by making use of St. Paul's refer-

ence to the oraer of"“réétiOQVand the fall.

The 1ssues w,lch he con51ders are summarlzed beTGW.

Gemeral ongregat10n~Affa1rs"“

p t'cn in Congregatlonal Méetlng,
1scu3810n) e .

e
icacning

kfiﬁ}éll"6f7ﬁheée;a

,prLHCLples of uUbJGCflOn and s1lence app]

indicates that th




in those cases where only women and children are imvolved or

where the men who are there are unwilling or Lzable to serve the

4

congregation as the need ar

f.—-‘n

es
In the area of teaching, Henkel limits the sphere of women
teachers to the grade school level (preferably the lower grades)
because women lack the ability to teach the upper levels (high
school and college). In addition, he voices a concern over joint

"\

teachers conferences {men and women day school teachers). He

cites the possible negative influence of women teachers in such
joint conferences, because women are identified as lacking both
the ability and emotional stability for the important decisions

0
that must be made,O

In presenting the ''classical'' Lutheran view concerning the

ol

role of women in the church, Henkel is careful to examine and
expound upon the relevant biblical texts. However, his argumenta-

s often lacking because he relies heavily upon the major

e

fion
premise that me@n are lacking the ability and emoLlona1 stability

necessary for 1eaders 1n the church. Unfortunately, he never

blearly estab“ ;hes the premlse flOm scrlpture. It should be

omenrln”the ChUlCh Sane 1L only attempts

~de two loles fathe than 1what“;the

EHE=GAWRTSFH PAPERS”

 uPTofésé6 sawy s¢hﬁhaﬂ plov1dea the qynod thh two major

’eqsays Lﬂ Lhe area;of the role of woman in- the churcn,~ The'rocus

of the two papers defegﬁ However, both aea] with the genelal
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topic of Women in the church. The first to be examined will be

Fh

the more general of the two. The second deals with the rcle of

women in the teaching ministry.

> 5 e, ) = S 3 Ea armd Werl of Fhe Chieel '

Paper #1 ="The Place of Women in the Life and Work of the Church
(10665
oL R

o P

This essay was originally read to two differvent WELS district

conventions and later appeared in the Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly.

The paper deals with the subject of the role of women in the

s

by stressing the positive and then by presenting

church, firs

ef

the God-given restrictions on the activities of women in the

e

church. The outline identifies this pattern:

Part I - The High Calling God Has Given to Women;

I
Part II - The Restrictions God Has Placed on the Actiwvity
of Women in the Church.

Part I might well be summallzed with these words:

As far as 11;6 in this world is comcermed, however,
it is just in the sphere of the family and the home
that a woman most fully comes into her own, fulfilling
her God-given role, accomplishiﬂg truly great things
in caring for her husband and bringing up her children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and in this
way achvevlng genulne happlﬁess and saﬁlsfactlon for
herself. , :

"}Hskpointsfﬁc he: ssed “ole as w1xefaud moLheﬂ.;iEﬁ addiﬁi0m,

'h@~noiﬂ?% to #hpwpnuéijrv OL msm nnd WQ an in, Lhe Oraef Of re=

"7ﬂdempﬁ30n.;fﬁf

T the se so Gawrisch presents a thorough

31@}3§¥35 $ﬁde;Tim; 23
 }11 13) Lolicwe’ ;Lﬁ@;tdi@fépréﬁén‘im

TimOthY*téXt, it is
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Ehe cnurchq Eﬁi

notable that PrGféSSQf Gawriscn llke HEnke] uses the fact that



Eve was deceived to support the idea that wowen ave im some way

to men in the area o¢f understanding. Although

naturally inferior
the Gawrisch essay does not as forcefully pursue this linme of
argument, nevertheless, the fact that he guoctes the Henkel essay

-

with approval indicates an agreement in line of argument in this

area. A portion of the Henkel essay quoted in €
essay follows.

It is thevefore clear that the Apostle does not
forbid woman to teach publicly and to rule because
she has committed a greater sin in Eve than man in
Adam, but becau"e from the beglnnimg gshe showed her-
self to be '"the weaker vessel', because in the area
of undexstanding she is not equal to man, because she
is more easily deceived ané themfore not qualified
for ruling and authoritative teaching. 10

2

1

This argument together with the oxder of creation is presented
in support of the silence of women in the church.

The issues or applicatioms of the passage presented in this
essay are for the most part identical to those presented in the

previous essay. Since some of the explanations (answers) pro-

vided herein are more complete, the following summary of issues

_and answers i

a&i LLL.LB WUL!..LU k.«.LE’d..L_L')’

1qlate Lhe subord1nat101

level and allow

usgrplngwof;anthorltya

 *¥3} create difficult
ituations

a Which women undér‘pand better. o Men should seek such advice
(e.g. needs in the kitchen) " in other ways



7. Pastor HO - Self-evident

8. Leading in public prayer NGO - provided there is a

9. Teaching an Adult Imstructio: mixture of men and women.

Class

(0. Teaching an Adult Bible Class é

11. Organists YES - unless she begins
o dictate to the Pasutx.

12. Teachers YES - for Sunday School
and Day School.
NO=- (vexy cautiously) for
Synodical High Schools an
Colleges.

0f all of the above mentioned areas, probably one of the most

a

controversial areas examined is the area of women teachers in
our high schools and colleges. Henkel centered much of his
argumentation aga instfwcmen,teachers in our high schools and
colleges around tnelr }ack O‘ abilicy. However, Professor

1A

Gawrisch rather def uasutﬁexbasic issue as subjugatior . e s

L.ma ¥

for the basi"fiSSUepthai‘theﬂwoman is not to usurp authority

~over the man willﬂbejaur<guiﬁe;“1l The question remaiﬁs5 "At




school level and beyond where they would be teaching
both boys and girls is wise. In this area we will
want above all else to be conscious of the will of
God. While we will not, therefore, on the omne hand,
arbitrarily prescribe limits or impose restrictions
in a mechanical, legalistic way where none have been
set down by the Word of God, we will also, on the
other hand, ever bear in wind the basic principle

that the woman i1s ncot to exercise authority over

the man.
Because of the difficulty and sensitivity of the vole of women
£ 2T m e S T N R v KEFT - natural that Professor
LTy Cne veacning ministr . LU L8 Ooniy nacuira Lina LrCcresson

Gawrisch should address this subject in detall in a second
paper and that later the CHE should reguest the study that

produced the Lawrenz Paper.

[

Paper #2 - "Women in the Teaching Ministryv' (1975)

After again covering the scriptural considerations in de~-
tail, Professor Gawrisch presents a number of new issues that
are unique to woman's role in the teaching profession. They

are presented below together with the proposed solutions (answers).

tssue Answer
1. VWomen teachers as voting NO - for the sawe reason
members of Synod.. , - they may not be voting

'

members in congregation.

2. Play the orga

~ YES - If dome in a sub-
Choir. ‘

'fmiSSivefspirit;~~i

;"ig/fee"tjn e — VS~ rn&.;gJu;. o8 aué irfer
Teacher s ,;:matiwn ar@ nccessavy

w8 l“li.ahbi.“.& .L‘L“ci.‘»..«&ﬂtfi
- or Sunday Sch
~ Meetings.

Board Meetings. = YES - Upon request to
e glve information or advice
- directly felated to their
f‘work.

'&;‘ AEéendiSéﬁoQ

.

Attend Teacher's Conferences © YES - If properly sub-
ot : mlss_x_ve9 the same need
arises as in #3 above.
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Most notably absent from the issues presented was the quesiic

of whether or not a woman could be a member of the school board.

The Lawrenz Paper (1978}

The essav @ntitled "The Role of Man and Woman According to
v

1y Scripture" was prepared by former Professor Carl Lawrenz

£
Q

the request of the Commission on Higher Education (CHE) of

o
-

a

the Wisconsin Synod. In April, 1978, it was adopted by the CHE

P.—.—-\

and submitted to the 1979 Synod Convention for approval.

The approach is sowmewhat different than that of the
previous works. ~The text studies and related arguments begin
¢ by establishing the Order of Creation as part of the
immutable will of God (Gen.2:18-25) and then demonstrating
that St. Paul's inspired statements in I Cor, 11:1-9, I Cor.l4:
33b-35; and I Tim. 2:11-15 appeal to that Order of Creatiom.
Three aspects of the essay are espeéially worth noting:

1. There is no longer an appeal to woman as the '‘weaker
vessel' to expléim WHY she is not to hold a leadership role.
Concerning woman’sysﬁﬁordinate,role, thevwriter of the essay
declares: “The force of the argument aoco not depend on ths

Ebat we are ab]e Lo Larry out 1n spec1f1b deLall what it 15 in

E R Al D TUSApE R

i .
ll(:-’L"CS."iE:LLJ.ULI LUE e Llﬁ.l.j_JEﬂ_L Lu.u:, Lllah;bdusmu A LS s A .ubucls;w.‘

 while Adam was not dccewved i3 The pxlmavg con51defatlom is

givéﬁ to the Order of ﬁreatlon,

2. The ﬂfde“ of @leaLlou has applicatlon in the realms
of marriage, serv1ce in rhe church, and 31tuat10ns in publlc
life. COﬂcernlng this matter, the essaylst writes, ",*; ‘the

applications to the marriage bond do not support the contenulon



17
that the creation order is restricted to the marriage bond.l4
3. Although some time is spent developing a limited number
of applications of the Order of Creation within the marriage
relationship and public life, @gﬁggggﬁéﬁg!appﬁhgatlons (Issues
and Answers) are presented for the areas of application to woman's
role in the church.

t is difficult to understand the purpose of the essay as
envisioned by the CHE which is vesponsible for education par-
ticularly in the Synod's high schools and colleges. lost
here is no mention of the application of order of
creation to the pastoral or teaching offices. The biblical

principles were examined, but mno specific issues and answers

were preﬁéﬁ%d,in the essay.

jThe Report of Lhe ﬁommlttee of Ten (1982}

Thls report was prepared by a ten man commltuee prior to

ghe 1982 dlstrlct convenLlons and presentev:at the district

5conveﬂt10ns far conslderatlon prlof to the 198J Syuoa convention.




Three areas of the vole of man and woman weve examined,
nawmely, in warviage, in the church, and in society. The report,

es, is presented in a narrative style to

E«J o

including text stud
leave the impressioon of new study and to present a more read-
able and appealing paper. Although little is presented by

oo T,

and answers), it would appear that

U!

way of application (isuue
the previous application of the principles related to the
silence and submission of women in the church have been some-

e el - e e

what altered. The "headship" of manm ip the ¢hurch appears to

e AT ERSATN D i et e s St

h
(r"

be restricted to the public exercise of the office of the Keys

=
)
[x]
)
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The second area in which the New Testament speci-
fically applies the principle of the headship of the
man is in the church, particularly in the public
exercise of the Office of the Keys.l0

And again:

In I Timothy 2, Paul again emphasizes the headship
of the man in the Dubllc ministry of the church.l/

And in conclusion it reports:

Paul does: exclude women from exercising the office of
the Key publlcly when such service would cause them
to exercise authority over men. And yet, the apostle
is just as quick to extol thier works of faith in
- other areas and to e&horu Lhem to contlﬂue 1n 31ch
“works.

Ir-ig not clear from the report whether the writers imtended

such

_However,

answers in term

- the issues would :3aln unchaﬁﬁed ﬂsuéh:aﬁiiﬁtendedfinterpfetam

(e

‘zlon would uoand ve;y HUCE llie parc of uhe plesenL Pnssou ri

Synod position adopted 1nf1969, Which 1imits the silence and
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subjugation of women in the church to the area of the public
egxercise of the winistyy of the Keys. In any event, |

port presents no new issues for our discussion in this

PapPEeT .
It is now time to consider the role that the HNorthwestern
Lutheran has played in preparing our laymen Lor the challenges

that lie ahead as our synod considers the role of women in th

churech.

ITT. THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN'S HISTORICAL EDUCATING ROLE

Historically the Northwestem Lutheran has .served as a

uniform educating tool in the Wisconmsin Symod. Importamt issu

i’i

s
such as unionism, fellowship, revivalism, lodges, and scouting
have been again andfagain addressed. As the official English~

voice of the synod LO cur 1aymeﬂ,“+1e Navthwesteln Lutneran

has played analnaortanL rale in edu;aﬁlﬁg ou? 1aymen to face

the day-to~day spi &,ﬁal aﬂailemge of;tne«SLnful world in
which we 1ive,7

Lanu 101@ 1ﬁf?f

has Lhe Northwestern'iutheran addlessed
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rhe issue of the women's movement within and cutside of the

Wisconsin Synod?

The major issues that might have been addreseed can be
summarized as follows from the previous section:

1. Women pastors?

2 Women voters?

3. Women Officers or Committee Members?; and

4. Wowmen Teachers - at what level?

After @Aaml 1ing the 70 year record of the Northwestern

Tutheran (1914-1984), it seems that the complete scope of the

ssues surrounding woman's role in the church hag not been

s

thorcughly presented., Of the five major issues noted above -

only one '"Women Pastors?

has been repeatedly and clearly
presented as contrary to Scripture.

Women Dasrors7

It is 1n the area of women pastors that the Noxrthwestern

Lutheran (NWL} provvdes the most ccverage,; ,In its first two

years (1914 andZ1915) of publlcan,,].cn:'i.i the NWL brleily addressed

Lhe quesLlons sur 0&nd1ng wWomen 7ast0rs 1n euch artlcles as:




when the ordination of women became much wmore common place -
especially among other Lutheran bodies.

From an educational standpoint, the numerous articles

served the purpose of identifying for our lay readers this un-

scriptural practice. These articles also sexv the purpose of

4N
[N

demonstrating the fact that this unscrgptural practice was
striking closer and closer to home. However, most of the articles

did little more than identify the problem. Unly a very swall

sunber of authors attempted to explain the scriptural 'why' of
the matter. The spiritual food presented was primarily negative -
not positive.

However, there were a few notable exceptions to this pattern.
In 1940, the article entitled, 'Women in the Church', addressed

the matter of woman's role in the church, especially the matter
J T

H

of women pastors. The article presents a brief but concise
interpretation and application of I Cox. 13:34, I Tim. 2:12=14,
and I Cor. 11:8, 9. The majority of the rewaining afticles
related to the ordination of women simply appealed to the key
passages or Pieger aﬁd Fritz and did not attempt to educate

our laymen conce1n1ng thla 1mporuant maLLer, While time and

space considerations no,douba have llmlted the compTeLeness of

zany SCLLPtural plesenuat1on, certalnly thls is an area worthy of

'“more print as: part of our attempt toeaucane our laymen,

It is 1ﬁterest1ng LO note Lhat according to a survey of

U‘Wlscon51n Synod Lutherans, Lhe great majo ~ity of our laymen.

scrongly oppose the ordlnatlon of women 20 At 1east most of our
people know what»the ccrrect answer is - hopefully they also

know the scriptural Why'of this matter.



Women Voters?

P

The Northwestern Lutheran has not covered this issue per-

@aini@gto woman's role in the church nearly as frequently as it
has the prior subject. In fact, actual specific references to
the scriptural principles pertaining to acce pting women voters
or woman's suffrage are infrequent.

The first thorough presentation of the scriptural approach
to woman suffrage im the church appears in 1931. As noted in
Part L of this paper, the essay appeared in reép@mse to a &on-
troversy that had arisen in the Pacific Northwest District in
the summer preceding. After covering the texts and the topic,
the writer presehts;these conclusions:

1. Women shall bQ subJect to men.

2. There is no spec&flc passage in the Blble wblch denies
women a. vcue lﬁ Lhe COngregatlon.

3. When™ ever” he votlng of women is a stepping out of her
subordlnate p051t10n, it 15 cantfary to Scrlpture 21

Anotﬂer flne'ffas n at;on;a?peared_;n;the-NWLiln:ISSQ.

 tional me

- and by he

~ that of ma d > ises

-~ women keep ,1ence in the’ churches,, o
where thelr speaklng would ‘usurp authOthy over the man . 22
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This article was timely, given the steps that were being

ake

-

en in the Misscuri Synod at that time to change their his-
quﬁ%wo wgs
t possible that- since¥ " i1l im

E’""

torical position. Is

fellowship with LCMS at that time, our people were also feeling

°

or change? It is also noteworthy that since that

=
L

the pressure
,

time (1959) to the present, no articles have been published in

the Northwestern Lutheran that would be thovough enough to

vide for a positive education of ocur laymen.

i
=

However, there have been a nuwmber of brief references to
unscriptural womén suffrage. In 1969, the unscriptural suffrage
position taken by the Missouri Synod in convention was briefly
condemmed.(NWL, Vol. 56, p. 314). Again in 1979, woman suffrage
was less djrertly,condemned in the article 'Prevailing Winds"

i - (MWL Vol. 66, p. 179} : cher references to this topic in the

NWL have beenylimited'aﬁd presented little in the way of educa-

ting our laymen in a positive way to meet the doctrinal challenge.

;kwcmen @fflcers or bdmmxttee MEmbers7

‘slpastors, ~However,

'”’women pastor

*varlous

he symodlcalgand,lowef;levels=k Such
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I Cor. 14:34 and T Tim. 2:12 passages to the public use of the
Ministry of the Keys. This limitation possible cdupled with
their misunderstanding of the Office of the Ministry produces
the seeming incongruous result.

us the question that might strike closer to home wmay

o

‘or

[

be, '"May women sexrve as mewbers of ocur school boards or on
building committees?” DNeedless to say, almoglnothing has been
directly spoken of in the NWL to educate our laymen in either

a positive or negative way. Although this area mey not seem as
significant as the other three, preveikative education (before

problems arise) is much easier than trying to address the matter

after numerous conflicts have been identified.

Women Teachers - At What Level?

This issue of all those surrounding woman's role in the
church is probably one of the most sensitive. The secondary
historical exegetical argument, namely that women "lack the
necessary understanding to teach higher levels' has at times
made it almost an,emotional issue. Because of that it is

unders;andabTe that 1 was unable to. £1na any spe01£1c 1"°e’fes’e*1ce

to the mattexr 1n the 70 years of the NWL ~And“yetfas a synoq,

Pl .

- . 1.3 .;:'.,n.n I
wema st E,utn.,z.uu%:,;,e,.u auu.f.hx‘.aa u.u:.‘ L_[UE:.&L.LKJL.; \‘Dyhh&d.ﬁ-.k.j TGEEVETE £l

'plominent role women;'eaehero play in OLr educat10na1 1nStLtU“

tlons (espe01allv grade schools and hlgh Schools) and 1n a more

limited Way 1n our colleges,
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CONCLUSION:

The Wiscomsin Synod as a church body is a relative late-

comer to the field of church bodies whese historical doctrinal
position on women's role in the church has been challenged. How

well have our laumen been educated to meet this challenge?
Certainly the first responsibility for the Christian education

0f ocur laymen lies with the local pastor. However, we have

E...Ee

ancther tool that is available to help educate laymen in t

Scriptural truths pertaining to woman's role in the Church,

P

pomely, our ocfficial synod publication - The Northwestenn

[¢]

Lutheran. It is unfortunate that as a Synod we have used this
means only 1n a very limited way to help educate our laymen

in this important matter. Perhaps, now is the time to use the
NWL to help educate laymen as we as a Synod join together,
with God's help, tO retain the Scriptural principles and appli-

cations related to woman's role in the church.




Im.i

. Sydow, A., "Woman Suffrage in the Church®, Nort Chwe s Cern
Lutheran, Vol. 18 {1931), p. 279

et e R et e et St Ve

2. E. C. Nelson{ed.), The Lutherans in North AmeV*Lag
Fortress Press, Philadhmnﬂiag Penn. p.41/
3. Ibid., p. 302

4, Report of the Commission on Theclogy and Church Rebations -
The Lutheran Church = Missouri Synod, "Woman Suffrage in the
Church,' 1969, p.4

5. CQCarl Lawrenz "The Bole of Man and Woman According to Holy

' Scripture', Uhpublished Essay, p. 12 '

6. William Henkel, “The Status of Women in the Public Life of
the Congregation', Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly, 59:1, p. 30

7. Ibid., p. 35

-

8. William Henkel, "The Status of Women in the Public Life o
the Congregation', Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly, 58:3,p.%

. 9. W. R.,GaWriSCh "The Place of Women in the Life amd Work of
g ' , the Church, Reprlnr Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly, 66:1
g and 66:3, p. 9, :

10. 1Ibid., p;k3ij

11. Ibid., p°k27

12, Ide., .;L7

sin Euther'" 1, 'Rep@rt on the

e Role of ?hm and Wbman'AccardLng to Holy

glﬁcL}, poL.

Esch "What We Believe', Northwester:
1 1982), p. 151




ASAV]

21. Sydow, op. cit., p. 230

22. A. Schuetze, "Why Don't We Have Woman Suffrage in Our
Church?", Northwestern Lutheran, Vol. 46 (1859), p. 150

23. I. €., You, '"Just Check Jere Checking',
The Historical End, 1:

u
J, P.200LLE,

Pesspiethuc




