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INTRODUCTION

The history of Lutheranism in Canada, like the country of Canada, is unique, Many Americans
fail to see this., Some fail to see any difference at all between the United States and Canada,
Soﬁe portray Canade as a weak gister who needs the guidance, help and protection of a big
brother like the U.S. Others picture Canada as a vagb, frozen wildernegs. What they fail to
see, however, are the historical, cultural, political and geographical differences that dig-
tinguish Canada from the U.S, It ig true that Canada is dependent, to a degree, on the U.S.
But Canada is exercising its independence more and more, Norman J. Threinen states in his

boole entitled In Search of Tdentity: "Canada is a country seeking to find its identity. It is

divided into geographical regions that are not conducive to political or cultural unity. It
wag settled by a host of immigrant peoples with a wide variety of cultures, language and
rejigions. It 1s officially committed to a bi-lingualism of Trench and fnglish. It is torn by
regionalism." ! In spite of these difficulties Canada is emerging as its own nation, With the
TQQQQQ Patriation of the Congtitution, Canada has officially severed itself from the apron~
'sﬁrings of Mother Ingland, And if you are observant you will notice an ever-widening gap de-

veloping between Canada and the U.S, Canada is indeed a country seeking to find its identity.

What does this have to do with the higtory of Lutheranism in Canada? There are certain simile
arities, Canadian Lutheranism, to a greater degree, has been dependent on Lutheranism in the
U.S. But it, too, is exercising its independence more and more these days. Lutheranism in
Canada is seeking to establish its own identity. And to do thig, it draws back on its own

history,

I shall attempt to sketch this history for you. I hope to capture the distinctive nature of
Lutheranism in Canada. I will depict its struggles, its triumphs and defeats, and, hopefully,

illugtrate what mekeg Tutheraniem in Canada ag unique as the country it dwells in.
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v . TH IITISTORY O LUTHURANISM IN CANADA

OFfF TO A BAD START

The firgt Lutherans to set foot on Canadian soil are the Danish Lutherans. They arrived
aktoard the frigate Unicorn and the sloop Lamprey. Both ships had a combined crew of 65 men,

The majority of them were Lutherans. A Lutheran pastor, the Rev. Rasmus Jensen of Aarhus,

Denmark, served as chaplain for the crew. The expedition was commissioned by King Chistian v

of Denmark under the leadership of Jens Munck., The purpose of the expedition was to discover

the Northwest Passage, which was believed in those days to be the shortest route to India.

The expedition léft Denmark in May, 1619. They entered Hudson's Bay and experienced con-
siderable difficﬁlty with ice flows. Unable to turn ‘back because of drifting ice, they looked
for a safe hafbor to it oub the winter. They salled across to the western shore of Hudson's
Bay and landed at the mouth of what is now called the Churchill River. They stepped ashore on
Sept. 7, 1619, one year before the Hayflower landed in America, Jens Munck claimed the land
for Denmark and called it Nova Dania (Mew Denmark). Rev. Rasmus Jensen has the distinction of
being the first Lutheran (and Protestant) pastor known to have set foot on the North American
continent. He arrived 19 years before the Swedigh pastor Thorkillus (first Luﬁhéran pasgtor in

America)»came to Delaware.

Jens Munck kept a diary in which he recorded the grim details of that ill-fated migsion.
Christmas Day turned out to be the last real service Rev. Jensen conducted. After that, a
Violéht sickness spread among the crew increasing daily. Rev, Jensen was among those who were
bed-ridden, He preached his last sermon to the crew from his bunk on Jan. 23, and died -quietly
on T'eb,20, Munck was_onevof only three survivors from the expedition, Munck's diary records
the heroic courage and Christian faith of the first Lutherans to set foot on Canadian soil.

cherpts from hig diary Can be read in Carl Cronmiller's, A History of the Lutheran Church 'in

Canada, Vol. T pp.13=19. 2 The story of the Danes! tragic eypedltlon describes how the history.

of Lutheranism in Canada got off to a bad start.

5

TH: FIRST LUTHSRAN CHURCH - HALIFAZ, H.S.

The hisgtory of the first Lutheran church in Canada actually begins in “ngland during the
late 1600's and early 1700's. Hany Germen immigrants were flecing from the battle~gtricken
region of the Palatinate (that part of Germany east of the Rhine R. to the border of France).
“ngland offered them refuge., They were readily welcomed and treated rather well in Ingland,
primarily because the Nueen's husband was a Lutheran. 8o many immigrants fled -to ingland that
_ conditions soon became overcrowded. It was also around this time that the Trench & Indian Yar
came to an end (1748). Under the terms of peace, Hova Scotia came under British and Protest-
ant influence., .ngland quickly saw a way here to kill two birds with one stone; settle Nova

Scotia, and relieve the overcrowded conditiong in “Ingland.
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King George II started a campaign to settle Nova Scotia. He promised each immigrant uhe
settled there 50 acres of land free of taxes for ten years, 10 more acres for each membe} of
the family and more privileges in proportion to the number of acres cleared and cultivated.
The British govermment also promised to maintain settlers for the first twelve months after
. their arrival, provide them with arms and ammuniticn for defense againgt Indians and supply
~ the necessary tools for cultivation. In June of 1749, 2576 immigrants landed in Halifax. A~

mong them were many German Lutherans, famers and winedressers from Hurttemberg and Saxony.

These early settlers organized a congregation, perhaps as early as the year of their arriv-
al. The first documented proof of the congregation is dated Oct. 12, 1752, in which some land
was deeded over bto the Ivangelical Lutheran Church.3 Tn 1761 they erected St. George Church,
the first Lutheran church built on Canadian soil. They didn't obtain a minister, however, until
1783, over 30 years later, Ministers wvere far and few between in those days on thig continent.
The fsy available were not too anxious to move to the wilderness of Nova Scotia and risk beihg

scalped at the hands of the Indians.

Finally, RQV. Bernard Michael Hauseal (Hausihl) left his pastorate in New York City and
came to Halifax. He was a Lutheran pastor and a devoted Loyalist. His loyalty to Britain
wvouldn't permit him to remain in America after the Revolutionary Var. He spent one year in
Halifax and then left for ngland. He was ordained there at the hands of the Bighop of London
~(Anglican). He roturned to Halifax and served for another 14 years. But whether he served as
a Lutheran or an Anglican isn't clear. His successor, the Rev. George Hright, wés without a
doubt Anglican, a Church of Ingland pastor. In his first year the Lutheran congregation pass-
ed quietly out of existance. The property was acquired by the Anglican Church and the Luther-
an congregation in Halifax ceased to exist. It wasn't until 1915, 115 years later, that the

Tutheran Church reentered thisg field,

TH: LONG ST CONTINUING LUTHIRAN CHURCH - LUNINBIRG, N.S.

The history of the Lutheran church at Tunenberg is similar to that of Halifax in many wvays.
The town of Lunenberg was founded on June 7, 1753 when 1450 immigrants arrived. A large num-
ber of them were German Lutherans. From the beginning their existence was fraught yith danger.
A vast majority of these immigrants met with a tragic fate. Indians mﬁrdered everyone on whom
they could lay their hands. Added to that were the dangers of exposure, small pox and other
fatal diseases. Seven months after the date of their arrival 1089 of the settlers were dead

and buried, That left some 360 survivors.

The Lutherans who survived were anxious for a pastor, but, like Halifax, were forced to
wait., Twelve years after the founding of their settlement, Rev. Paul Brysellius was sent to
them as a German ~ snglish missionary to the colony. He was originally ordained Lutheran,
then reordained by the Bishop of London in 1767 (again like Halifax). Uithin a year he start-

ed ingtructing the children in the Anglican doctrine. A rupture occured in the congregation
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when this was discovered. He had masqueraded as a Lutheran, but was really an Anglican.
They wrote twice to Rev. H. M. Muhlenberg of Philadelphia for a pastor, but received no

roply. During this time they built a church, completing it in 1770. About this time a man

named Kolback made a trip to Wew York., He wasn't a member of the congregation. He vas German

Reformed, but proved to be a friend to the Lutherans. He vas authorized by the congregation to

secure a pastor for them. e went to a Rev. J.S. Gerock in New York City. After many lengthy
negotiationg, correspondence and consideration of candidates, Rev. Frederick Schultz agreed
to come to Lunenberg. lle arrived on Oct. 7, 1772. According to the church record of 1775
there were 185 families connected with the congrgation, This church, named Zion, would later
serve as the birthplace for the ’vangelical Lutheran Synod of Nova Scotia (July 10, 1903).

Zion hag the longest continuous history of any Lutheran congregation in Canada.
LUTHTRAN LOYALISTS

The next major wave of Lutherans entering Canada came after the Revolutionary War. These
~were Lutherans who remained loyal to the British crown during and after the American Revolu-
tion. Their roots go back to the Palatine Germans who fled thelr war-torn country for Gngland
during the late 1600's and early 1700's. Their staunch loyalty to the British croun stems
from the fact that they were well cared for in “ngland as Norman J. Threinen writes:

The Lutheran churches in London interested themselves in the physical
and gpiritual well-being of these immigrants. The German Lutheran clergy,
vho had considerable influence at the inglish court due to the fact that

“ the husband of the Nueen was a Lutheran, arranged for army tents to be
supplied and vacant warehouses to be opened to take care of the Palatines.
Tn addition money was provided for their daily needs and collections were <
taken up in the churches for their benefit. Thus a ztrong loyalty to the
Tnglish Throne was established among the Palatines. :

Many of these Palatines emigrated to Canada and the United States. Around 3000 of them
were granted passage to Wew York by the Quees in 1710. The majority of them settled along
both sides of the Hudson R, in up~state New York. Many of these immigrants refused to take up
arms against “ngland during the outbreak of the American Revolution., Lutherans in general
vere divided as %o their loyslties. For example, Heury Muhlenberg was, at first, against the
war and sided with the “nglish. Later he took a more nsutral stand, while his sons were avid

o
supporterg of the Revolution.”

Most Lutherans remqined politically uninvolved during the American Revblution, Some were
persuaded to side with the Tories and fight for Tngland. Oﬁe of their leaders was a Palatine
German named Sir John Johngon. When he was forced to flee into Canada after the revolution,
many Germen loyalists followed him, They settled around Montreal and along the border of New
York State in the present day province of Nuebec., Although some of these German Loyalists
‘vere Lutherans, there was no Lutheran clergyman in/the area, As a result, they drifted into

I . . . . o]
membership in the Methodigt and Anglican churches.
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Other Lutheran Loyalists also set out for Canada and settled along the north shore of Lake
Ontario. They established 3 Lutheran churches and 4 preaching stations there., The first Luther-
an pastor to serve them vas Rev, John Viegant. The Tutheran pastors who followed him gradually
left the Tutheran Church and joined either the Methodists or Anglicans. Tventually these cong-

regations disappeared altogether.

& small group of Lutheran loyelists settled along the St. Lawrence River in the Province
of Ontario., These loyalists, hovever, wvere debermined not to lose their Lutheran identity.
They held regular ley reading sorvices in the German language. Later they built a church and
called Rev. Samuel Schvwerdfeger of Albany, M.Y., to serve them. He, along with Rev. Hauseal
(Holifax), were devoted loyaligts., Schwerdfeger, however, was also a devoted Lutheran. He
served thig church and helped organized other Lutheran congregations in the area until his

death in 1803,

The two Lutheran pastors vho followed him joined the Anglican Church. It seemed For a vhile
as if these congregations would also be swallowed up by the Anglicans and Methodists. However,
a Rev. Herman Hayunga left hig post as a professor at Hartwick College in 1826 and came to
serve thig arsa. Tt ig largely due to his influence that there are still four Lutheran cong-

regations in that area.

Vhat made so many Lutheran loyalists defect to the ranks of the hnglicans and Methodists?
There are many factors involved., There vas a lack of adequately trained Lutheran clergymen
available in the U.S. as well as in Canada, There were a number of vagabond preachers who had
no theological training preying on the scattered Lutheran congregations. Not only did these
Tutherans have to contend with pseudo or quasi-Lutheran preachers, but they also had compe-
tition from the government for those Lutheran pastors who were authentic, The government ex-
erted tremendous pressure on these Lutherans to join the state church (Anglican). They offer—
ed a galary of 200 pounds sterling per year to every Lutheran clergyman who joined the Church
of “mgland. Since these Lutheran immigrants were, by and large, too poor to support their pas-

tors adequatcly, meny of their pastors did join the Church of “nglend taking most of their

members with them., This vag a major defeat for Lutheranism in Canada.

VORMAN LUTHTRANS M OAR TOROUTO 3

A group of some 60 German Lutheran families moved from Genesee Valley in Wew York and
settled about 20 miles north of Toronto in 1793, They organized to small congregations in
separate toims the next year. Their first pastor was a Rev. George Liebig, vho served them
for a gréat meny years. The reson I mention this is in connection with a story about these.
Lutherans.,

After a vacancy of 16 years, the congregation appointed Adam Keffer to obtain a pastor for
them., In the spring of 1849 the sixty year old Keffer travelled gseveral hundred miles, mogtly

on foot, to Kleckerville, Pa., to plead with the Pittsburgh Synod for a pastor, It was noticed
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_that Keffer arrvived at the meeting barefoot. He was barefoot because his feet hurt from walk-
ing. Keffer's earnest plea, augmented by his appearancs and obvious gelf-gacrifice, moved the
Pittsburgh Synod to gend its president, Gottlieb Bassgler, to survey the area in September of
that year. v

Unfortunately, the 8ynod just didn't have enough pastors to help their Canadian brothers
out. iveryone was amazed, however, vhen Keffer shoyed up again at a Synodical meeting the.
next year. Keffer's dedicated zeal, along with his congregation's pressing need, spurred the
Pittsburgh Synod into action. They sent Charles I'. Diehl, a graduate of Gettyeburg Seminary

; - ‘

in 1850, to £ill the congregation's vaoancy,7 Thig is but one example of the patient faith
and dedicated zeal that helped many Canadian Lutherans to persevere in the face of the sever—

egt of trialsg,
MISSOURT BNTERS CANADA
The Missouri Synod was very instrumental in the development of Lutheranism in Canada.

They came to the Canadian field relatively late, but still grev to become the second largest

Lutheran Church body in Canada.

ONTARIO DISTRICT

Lutherans living in Ontario during the latter part of the 18th century came

mainly from New York and Pennsylvania, ITmmigrants with different Lutheran backgrounds also
1S T

came from Zurope. Many of these either joined other church bodies or fell away from the church

altogether., There were few Lutheran services at this time. Many fell prey to unscrupulous
characters posing as Lutheran pastors, One writer described them as, "conspicuous for their
false doctrines, their vices and irreligious life." Befare 1850 the only pastors serving
Lutherans in this area were sent.out by the New York and Pennsylvania Ministeriums. There was
desgparate nged for real Lutheran pastors in Canada.}

The first Missouri Synod pastor to sgerve in Canada was Rev. Adam irnst. He has been galled
"The Mather of Migsouri ILutheranism in Canada." He trained under pastbr'LoeheAin ?urope. 
irnst came to America wh re he became a charter member of ths Missouri Synod. He helped org-
ige: a number of congregation in Ontario, When the Ontario District was formed in 1879, pastor
“rost became its first president, The district wag originally called "The Ganada District."
It changed its name in 1922 to the Ontario District because by then it wasn't'the'bnly di s-

trict of the Missouri Synod in Canada.

srnst typifies the kind of sound Lutheran pastor that was'sorely needed in Canada.ﬁOne,ex~
isting church that Srnst helped bring into the LOMS was formerly under the charge of a Rev,
7. W. Bindemann. Although the majority of the people he served were Lutheran, Bindemann never
hid the fact that he was reformed in name and liberal in doctrine, He'was an aggressive and

. - - g 9 e
independent missionary, whose church was often referred to as "Bindemann's Church."” After

Bindemann's death in 1865, the members of his church in Berlin (present day Kitchener) approach

ed pastor irngt to serve them. From the start jrnst pulled no punches with the congregation.

&N\ o T
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In a congregational meeting he first told them what kind of pastor they would get in him,
He was a Lutheran pastor who would remain faithful to Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confes-
siong. Then he laid doun what recquirements the congregation would have to meet if he were to

. 10 o . N
become its pastor. = He set an example for the other pastors who followed him into Canada.

The Ontario Digtrict experisnced its greatest growth during post-war immigration. Today 1t
ig the largest Canadian district in the LOMS, Tt recently opened a Seminary in St. Catherines,

Ontario.

MANTTOBA & SASKATCHMVAN DISTRICT

The firgh work in this district dates back to 1879. A group
of Lutherans from Ontario moved to Manitoba and settled around Portage La Prairie (about 50
miles west of Uinnipeg). These people were served from time to time by pastors from Minhesota.
Rev. H. Buegel was the firgt resident pactor in Manitoba (1891-93).

1ith the completion of the first trans-Canada railroad in 1885, Western Canada received

its first real vave of immigrants. Many of them came from ZJastern Canada and the U. 5. Most

of them came from “urope. The govermment in Canada encouraged immigrants from the poorer parte
of uropc to settle in the Vest, They sought the sturdy, hard working folk from Germany and
the Ukranian villages in Austria, from Galacia, Poland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania, parts--

o N 11
of Russia, and also from Norway and Sweden,

A continuoug list of Missouri Synod pastors served the scabtered congregations and preach-
ing stations of Manitoba and 3askatchewan faithfully. The better known among them were Rev. .5
Stark (Vinnipeg) and P. Uiegner, vho later became the disgtrict's first president, This district,
vhich organized in 1922, was not without its problems. Many orgarized congregations were later
ebandoned bocause its members moved away to more prosperous regions. The depression years with
its crop fallures and destructive winds had a devastating effect on the members of this dis-
trict. Tt took time for the district to recover from those losses. Rural parishes suffered
from the trend to urbanize as more and more people moved into towms and cities. In spite of

L

all this the Hanitoba & Saskatchewan Disbrict survived and continued to grow.
&

ALBHR BWITI SH GOLUMBIA DISTRICT

The roots of thig district go back to 1890 when a group
of Germang from Austria (Swabiang) arrived in Dunmore, Alta. They were made up of both Luth-
erans and Reformed. Because of crop failures there, they moved to better land around the Ad-
monton Area, The Lutheran group separated and settled around Sbony Plain, In 1893 a rift in
the congregation occured end 20 families were unjustly expelled. They eventually appealled to

the LCMS for heWP. In 1994 Rev. F. fggers of Great Falls, Mt. was appointed to vigit the

group. Hc investigated the situation and sided with the 20 families who were unjustly expelled
His report was favorable and candidate “mil “berherdt vas called to gerve the 20 families in
the Stony Plain area, This faithful missionary served for 48 years enduring, at times, the

st primitive conditions. His missionary activity covered much of Alberta and even extended
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ag far west as Vancouver, B.C.

Many other faithful pastors served this vast area, which was organized into a district in
1921, One pastor, Rev. J. Sillick, could preach in 17 different 1anguages..0ne of the best
known pastors is Dr. A. H. Schwermann. He too served his entire ministry in Albérta. He and
Dr. A Rehvinkel helped esbablish Concordia College in Tdmonton., Dr, Schwermann served his
Lord in a number of capacilties, most notable of these being: principal of Concordia College
1921-54, and as the first president of the Lutheran Church - Canada (Canadian couhterpart to
LCH3)

i This district experienced congiderable growth during the depression years, becausge go many
Lutherans moved here from the prairies. Immigration and the oil boom are two primary reagons
for the rapid growth of this district. John 7, Herzer, in his history of the Alberta & Brit-
ish Columbia Digtriet, writes:

One of the striking features of a homestead country is the rapid
development vhich a whole countryside often registers ~ one might
say, over night. Last year's raw lands, as by magic, developed into

a settled community, vhere at 12 months before there had been
limitless stretches of virgin landscape, there mushroomed in weeks
or months established farmlands, villages, towms, and cities, with
the disbinctive elevators along their railroad siding; and what ten
years ago was range or the stamping ground of Buffalo, moose and
wolves, is now turned into a peacefulwghough bustling community of
stores, homes, schools, and churches.

As the growth rate for Canada,and Alberta in particular, exploded, so did the growth of
the Canadian Digtricts of the LCMS.
TARLY LIVING CONDITIONS IN W.ISTIRN CANADA

hat was life like for those early Lutheran pioneers? Vhat living conditiong did they en-
counter as they cndeavered to spread the gospel in the Canadian wilderness? I'11l let those
pioneers describe it to you in their own words. Dr. Rehwinkel describes the journey of those

first Lutherans to Stony Plain, Alberta:

The railroad at this time was built only as far as Red Deer and there
they unloaded and began their trek northuard, Few of the settlers had horses,
most of them drove oxen. Because of the poor roads the progress of the
journey vas extremely slow., There was difficulty finding vater suitable
for drinking. Then there many forest fires burning along the trail, but
under the Lord's protection no harm came to them. In one of the wagons
even a child was born without in any way interrupting the progress of
the journay. The men drove the teams and in such families, vhere there
vas only one man bubt two wagons, the women drove the second one. The
boyg and girls drove the cattle, In the evening bents were pitched,
some slept in tents while others slept in wagons.

Wear Vetasgkivin they had to lay corduroy to cross the swamp. Lfter

B

S

working hard all day and driving back and forth between various sloughs

they were only a few hundred yards from the place where they sbarted

in the morning. Perfectly good stoves and heaters were sometimes

thrown off the wagon and left in,the swamps in order to lighten the

load vhen the wagon mired dovm. 8
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Pagtor 1. D. Uehmeyer served the Migsouri Synod for many years in the Canadian Tield, He

Fal)
1

desribes his first call into the ministry to Pincher Creek, Alta. (S5, Alberta) this ways:
llhen I wrote to Pres. Pfotenhauer for installation at Pincher Oreek,
he angvered: The next pastor is too far away, install yourself. 5o,
on %ept.4, 1904, I introduced myself to my people and had my first
gervice in a small school house. Living conditions were primitive

of course in those times, no telephone, no steam heat, no autos, etc.
T d@id mogt of my travelling on horse-back and by train, when T went
alone, Vhen I staye@d over night with people I sometimes had to sleep
in one room with husband and wife, but not in one bed, ve didn't
mind thaﬁ. But boy, how I dreaded the bed-bugs ancd how they went

for mel

Rev. 0. H. Schmidt relates the living conditions he and his wife had to put up with vhile
he gerved in Canada:

Living conditions: pretty rugged! The first home we lived in in
etaskivin Looked real nice, but was terribly cold, with water,
 bread and jam freezing right next to the stove. The next house,
into which we moved in the dead of winter at 40 below, was a bit
better, but had other deficiencies, Our last house again was ter-
rilbly cold, Io running water or inside toilebs proved quite a
hardship.

The roads were largely mere trails, and you had to battle with the
cold and snov in the winter, and the terrific mud in the summer.
Many of the trails led through the farms, so that you had to open
and close gate as you wenb,...Some of the most swampy roads were
corduroyed, vhich made for a bad crossing, the horses often jump-
ing and jerking the buggy in fits and starts. In one such crogsing
my wife was thrown against the dashboard, this broke and she fell
foruard under the horses and the vheels passed over her, I was hold-
ing our Louise, sleeping on my lap; she had been driving and when
she fell the reins dropped down and I could reach only one of them;
the liordes became frightened, but by means of that one rein I was
able to pull them agide into a thick brush where they had to stop;
my wife suffered a miscarriage as a result of this.

Hardships for my wife? There you would really have a chapter, al-
thouzh she bore them all with excellent spirit. Bubt the lack of
facilities, the ruggedness of the climate, ths severity of the
purden of the work she had to do about the house, together with
the altitude, bothered her more and mors.

Yince we have heard about living conditions from theee different men, it is only fair that
we hear it from a woman's point of view. Mrs. Mjaa, a pastorts wife, describes her firgt
vinter in Prince Albert, Sas.:

"Pregtehaugen” they called it, that hill on which we built our first
home in Saskatchewan, The houge was a frame house 16 x 18 in size

but with a large room upstairs. Downstairs there was also just one

big room with the kitchen, study and living room all in one. A cook
stove and a good heater were the most essential bits of equipment

for it was bitterly cold. Ve never saw coal except in railroad stations,
but green wood kept a good fire if we were successful in having a

good one going...There vas another hardship in those days that has

been taken care of by D.D.T. Fleas, and fliesg and bedbugs were an
absolute nuisance, Bedbugs vere the worst for they were in the lumber
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and everyone had them. 'here people had given up the struggle
againgt then they literally took over the house, and ve often

;. . Lo e 16
gtayed in homes vhere we could spend the night picking them oxf,1

One of the most common complaints of those ecarly pioneers was bedbugs. I assure you that
ve have the problem well under control these days, This gives you an idea of what 1life was
- like for those early pioneers who paved the way for the spread of the gospel and Lutheranism

in Vegtern Canada.
RIASONS TOR SLOY GROWTH OF LUTHIZRANISM TN CAMADA

In gpite of sacrificial labors and exemplary service by some pastors in all synods, the
r

growth of the Lutheran churches in Canada was slow.17 The progress of Lutheranism in Canada

vas retarded from earliest times by a lack of both men and means,

For many years there were no locally trained pastors in Canada. Lutheran churches in Can-
ada had to rely on ministers from the U.3. or “urope. It was very difficult to induce minist-
ers from the States to come to Canada -~ and even more difficult to make a sufficient number
of them stay for any length of time. There are many reasons for this. For a great many years
the average Canadian pastor had to gerve three stations - twice as many as fellow pastors in
the U.S. In the prairie provinces (Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta) circuit riders served
between 6~10 stations. Living conditions in some places were extremely primitive. Travelling
in the rigors of the infamous Canadian winter was not much of an inducement to serve in Can-
ada, especially when compared to the U.S., which had a more moderate climate, shorter dig-

tances bebween parishes and better roads.

then candidate Imil “herhardt was called to the first pastor of the Missouri Synod in
Aberta, "many well meaning friends tried to dissuade the young man from going to the
"Country of the frozen North." ‘hen he made preparation to send his books, the freight agent
vas unable to find “dmonton ligbted among the freight agéncies and sald to the young pastor,

. . - . . 18
"Man, you are going out of the world." Bub still ‘horhardt went,”

A similer story is told of the Rev. 0.H. Schmidt, who was one of eight candidates called
to serve in Canada.

Mong with other men he resolved to take the call and "stick" in
the area. He states that up to that time it had been difficult to
get and keep men in Western Canada. When one of his classmates
heard about his call to Canada he said: "Hard luck! But, then,
you can sit off your year," meaning by this that after his year
of "exilg" in Canada, he could accept a call back to the United
States.

This reveals the attitude many pastors had towards a call to Canada. They regarded it as a

temporary call and seldom declined a call back to the States,
Another barrier to the growth of Lutheranism in Canada was the language problem. The mix-
ture of Lutherans from Juropean and Scandinavian countries, with their various language bar-

riers and scattered locations, made it impogsible to present a united front. At the turn of

el

3
I

g
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the century Lutheran services were conducted in ot least 12 different languages; -nglish,
Danish, TFinnigh, German, Hungarian, Rusgian, Latvian, ITcelandic, Lettish, Norwegien, Slovak
and Swvedish, Some congregations (and pastors) held tenaciously to their native tongue. This

tended to igolate them from inglish speaking people and hinder growth.

Intersynodical rivalry and hostility, competition from missionaries of other denominations,
and a lack of enthusiasm by parent synods in the U,3. are other factors which contributed to
the glow growth of Lutheranism in Canada,

THS SHAP S OF LUTHIRANTSM IN CANADA TODAY

At the turn of the century there were more than a dogzen different Lutheran chuch bodies
operating in Canada., Today the vast majority of Lutheran churches belong to one of three
church bodies (see below). A small handful of Lutheran churches in Canada belong to such
church bodies as the Denish Church Abroad, the Association of T“vangelical Lutheran Churches,

tho Church of the Lutheran Brethren and our Yiscongin Synod,

TH® BIG THRZ:

TVANGBLICAL LUTHIRAI CHURCH OF CAWADA (3LCC) _
' The ILCC is the third largest Lutheran body in
Cenada today, Like its Americen counterpart, the ALC, the TLCC was formed when a number of
synods merged together. At first it was a district of the ALC. The ZLCC became the first in-
diginous Lutheran Church body in Canada in Jan. 1967, vwhen it was granted a charter by Parli-
ment and incorporated. Its theology is liberal, basically identical to that of the ALGC. It
operates a joint Seminary with the LCA-CS in Saskatoon, Sask. (The LC-C pulled out of that

Seminary in 1980). It also operates 3 colleges and one high school.

LUTHZRAN CHURCH IN AMZRICA - CAADA S3CTION (LCA~CS)

The LCA-CS was organized in 1963, the

result of a merger between four different church bodies in the U.S. It ig divided into three
synodg: the Hastern Canada Synod (Ont., Quebec aﬁd the Maritimes), the Central Canadian Synod
(Manitoba and Sasgkatchevan), and the Wesgtern Carada Synod (Alberta, British Columbia and the
Yukon). It is the largest Lutheran body in Canada. It operates a joint Seminary with the TLCGC

in Oagkatoon and its owm Seminary in Yaterloo, Ont. Its theology, like the LCA, is liberal.

LUTH JRAI CHURCH - CAADA (LC-C)

The LO~C is a federation of the three synodical districts of
the LOHS in Canada, The LO-C was organigzed in Vinnipeg in Sept. 1958 and granted a Dominion
Charter by Parliment in June 1959, It has been working slowly ever since toward becoming its
own autonomous church body. However, vhen it does reach that stage of independence, it will

remain affiliabed with the-L0MS, Tt is the second largest Lutheran body in Canada, It has its

own Seminary in 0t. Catherines, Ont. and operates Concordia College in ndmonton,



HOKTNG TO'IARD MRGTER
In 1972 the NLCC extended an invitation to the LC-C and the LCA-CS "to

enter into official negotiations to bring about a merger® 2Obetween the three largest Lutheran
church bodies in Canada. A1l three church bodies agreed to gbtudy the possibility of merger.

There were some problems, however., The LC-C was in fellowship with the TLCC, but not with the
LOA-CH, The LC-U insisted that in the merger talks "Primary attentlon should be given to the
achieverent of doctrinal consensus sufficient for altar and pulpit fellowship betuesn the

LO-C and the LOA-CS,n2!

So far, all merger talks have failed, because the LC-C and the LOA-CS cannot reach an a-
greement in doctrine. Major differences lie between them in the doctrine of the Holy Script-
ures and the Ordination of Vomen., It remains to be seen whabt will happen here in Canada now
that the LCMS has broken off fellowship with the ALC. 1/ill the LC-C follow suit and sever
its fellowship with the SLCC? It seems likely, but I'm sure it will be met with resistance.
Since Canadian Tutheran church bodies are smaller than those in the U.S. they have tended to
work closer together. One good example of this is an LC-C pastor who serves a congregation
that merged with an LCC congregation in “dmonton, This very briefly sums up the shape of

Lutheraniem in Canada today and the direction it's teking,
A BRIOW HISTORY OF THD WELS IN CANADA

Past involvement of the WILS in Canada has not always been as bright and positive as it is
nov, We have had our fingers burned a couple times trying to be helpful in the past. You'll
see what T mean as I detail each specific time our synod was involved with mission work in
Canadgs, 1 will gketch the past. I will present a picturé of mission work presently being

done. And I will look at what the future may have in store for the VTLS in Canada.

UAS HZ WORKING FOR US OR MWASN'T H.5?

T know this sounds like a strange title, but let me ex-
plain. There are conflicting reports on Pastor F. Bredlou's work in the Alberta region during
the late 1890!'s, The golden anniversary book of our Dakota - Montana District states:

Tt is interesting to know that our Synod had done work in Canada in the partic—
ular area in which we are now active as long ago as the 1890's,
At that time the Wisconsin Syond had sent a certain Pagtor .
Bredlov into Alberta to do mission work. He was a graduate of
our college at Yatertown, Visconsin and of our Seminary. Prob-
ably his work then was not too successful, because the Synod
ordered him to discontinue the work there, Instead he joined
the Manitoba Synod, which is now a member of the Lutheran
Church of America. He gonuinupﬂ to work there until ill health

7
]
/

forced him to retlr@‘V \%
Pastor 7. Bredlow did graduate from Northwestern College and our Seminary. He did serve as A
a pastor in our Synod at Town Theresa, Logansville and Tlroy, Yis. However, the 1895 WiLS gg

proceedings (p.17) report: "Pastor F. Bredlow, vho has withdrawn from our body, is now doing

mission work under the General Council in Manitoba," The 1897 General Council Proceedings



-
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(p.56) im a "Report of the Board of German Home Miggiong" states: "Rev, F. Bredlow has

charge of gix churches and preaching stations. They are Vetaskivin, Leduc, Red Deer Lake,
Bare Hillg, Lacombe and Duhamel. The migsionary serves 450 bapbized persons; the number of
the confirmed members is about half as large. The labors of Rev. Bredlow are seriously inter-
ferred with by tuo Horvavian missionaries, vho also claim that they are Lutheran," The 1895
General Council Procesdings (p.39) in the same report of the Board of German Home lMissions
sbates: "Rev. Bredlou labors with great selfedenial and serves the church at Wetaskiwin, as
well-as a number of settlements which are far scattered, His former colleagues in the His-
congin Synod spealk highly of his fidelity, and before calling him he assured the Board, that
he had examined and accepted the principles of the General Council.," Our Wisconsin Synod has
never been in fellowship vith the General Council or the Wew York Ministerium. It eppears
highly unlikely from the statements ahove that our Synod sent Pasgtor Bredlow to do mission
vork in Alberta. However, Pastor Bredlow!s grandson, who is & member of our church in Yetask-
ivin, claims that the 1M sconsin Synod did send hisg greandfather to Alberta, Yas he working for

ug or wasn!t he?

CRACT - REGINA, SASK.

The next time we hear of the Yiscongin Synod in Canada 1s through the
vork of Rev. wald Herrmann, He left the state church of Hannover, Germany in 189/ and came
to Saskatchewan as a member of the General Council, He was colloquized by Rev. T Pfotenhauer
in 1903 and became a member of the Migsouri aynod, In 1905 he accepted a call to Lake Mills,
Uig, and joined the Wisconsin Synod, Then he accepted a call extended by a small group of
Tebragka Digtrict of our Synod. Our

L: €

families in Regine, Sask., While in Regina he joined the
Synod subsidized his work in Canada. He remained pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Regina,
111 1924 when he resigned because of advancing age,23 Rev. Herrmann actually ownad the small
church in Regina, By the time he was ready to mwtire the group had dvindled down to just two
families. So he sold the church to the Manitoba-Sagkatchevan District of the Miggouri Synod
for a little over 1600 in 1924,24 Today Grace 1s one of the largest Lutheran churches.in

Canada,

OUR SAVIOR - SAULT STH, MARIH, ONT. (discontinued)

The next phage of LS activity in Canada

was conducted in Saullt Ste. Marie, Ont. Vork started in the Canadian "Soo! in 1954 when Rev,
Ivle Koenig was pasbor on the American side. The first vear Vicar Glenway Backus canvassed
o k .

the area for a mission, Services started then with one LS family and avound 25 poeple, He
was followed by Vicar Schlicht, then the mission was organized Rev, Paul iickert becamne its
first pastor. He was followed by Rev. Richard Lauersdorf, The chapel and parsonage was built
during his pastorate, He vas followed by a Rev, Gartman, who developed into a charismatic.
e was the cause of a gplit in the small congiggation. He took one group and started up some

. i ( fov. [loberT b/imer) _ o.
sort of Bible church. One more pastor was called, Bt it wasn't very long after Gartman left

that the misgion disbanded and the property was sold, The Taithful m%gperiw;ho vere lefl "
Ly EA . @ N - Y
yaoa Wa\;{ﬂ{;’, Schufz alse wieowred in Sanlt Sl Marie | ey, Hock,sevrved 70 cong rLg e diih

= n Ty
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joined Tmmanuel Lutheran in the fmerican "Soo."

ST, MATTIZY. - ZDHONTON, ALTA. (discontinued)
Tn 1963 a group of people left St. Paul Church (LCHMS) under

protest and founded St. Matthew Tutheran Church under the leadership of student Diecter

Mueller. He was a student at our Seminary. The congregation wag accepted into membership by

our Synod in its 1963 convention, Mogt of the work at Sb, Hatthew was conducted in the German
language. Rev, Yaldemar Loescher was called ag ite first pastor, These.pegple left the LCUS
church because they had a clash of personalitieg with the pastor. It didn't take theﬁmﬁéf§'"
long before they étarted giving Pastor Loescher a difficult timé, especldlly concerning our
Synod's stance on the doctrine of fellowship. The sgbiuation got worse until Pastor Loescher
accepted a call out. Pastor RNichard Stroebel from Wetagkiwin served as vacancy pastor. Things
deteriorated_in the congregation to the point vhere Pagbtor Stroebel and Pastor Deutschlander,

from St. Albert, would no longer serve them. That!s vhen our Synod cloged the mission down,

ﬁE.JmﬁJ~!fﬂAHGMIN9ﬁLTL

St, John's was started vhen another group of Germans from the
Missouri Synod approached our Synod for a pastor who would conduct German services. They left
the Migsouri Synod Church when it stopped conducting services in German. Pastor Loescher from
idmonton served ﬂhem until Pastor Richard Strobel accepted the call and was ingtalled in 1967.
The congregabion. bought a parsonage and built a church in 1969, After the church -wvas completed
they started conducting servicesg in both German énd English and still do today. After Pastor
Strobel left, the congregation vas served by Pastor‘Paul»Schliesser, vho 1s retired nov in

Arigzona., Pastor John Sulliven is presently serving St. John'!s.

_E)_q_:l _P_iT_:Ih el E’:‘I’io [\;LBBRTy J/LT_ITAQ

This congregation originated when a group of people started

queStionihg the Misgouri.Synod!s doctrine. They left and approached our Synod in April, 1905.
Pagtor irnst Klaszus was called to serve them in June and conducted his first service in July
1965 vith a total of 12 communicents. They bought a fine chunk of land in St, Albert for
222,000 and built akﬂarsonage in 1966. Pastor Klaszus resigned from the ministry and left
our Synod in 1968, Pastors Strobel and Loescher served as vacancy pastor., Many people left
during this period, Pres, Kell and Pastor Vayne Schulsz came‘up'and assesged the situation.
‘They decided to keep the migsion going because Rev, Daniel Deutschlander accepted the call
here and arrived in June 1970, In the £all of 1970 they built one of the mogt unique chapels
in our Synod. Up until this time the congregation had been known as Pilgrim Tutheran, They

of ficially organized and incorporated in 1971 under the name St. Peter Lutheran and was accep-

ted into the VIL%, The congregation ig presently being ssrved by Pastor Roy Beyer, 11
. B
TRIIITY ~ BASHAU, ALTA, 25

Thig 1s another one of thoge German groups vho approached the WILS foré;

a pastor. They left the LCA and approached the !ILS through S5t, Matthew's in “dmonton. They



14

vere served ab first by Pastor Klaszus from St. Albert and later by Pastor Strobel from Vet-
askivin, Thoy vere organized in 1965, Vhen they cloged down in 1972 only a small group vas

left. One lady from this congregation is presently a member of St. John'sg, Wetagkiwin,

SHPLORATORY — BARRHIAD, ALTA, (discontinued)

Miggion wvorl was begun in Barrhead wvhen a group of Germans
from either the LCA or ALC approached Pastor Loescher in Jdmonton. Thig explorabory mission
vas served on a rotating basis by pastors Deutschlander, Loegcher and Strobel, They served
this group until it became obvious they wouldn't accept our doctrinal posotion, especially

on fellowghip.

CLOVEA, B.GC. (discontinued)

Vhen the Missouri Synod dropped German serviceg in Kelowna, they
came to ug. Ve told them we would take them only for doctrinal reasons. They went along with
that, but only to get their Germen services as it later turned out, Digtrict Missionary Uar-
ren idman wvent up there in 1968 and served them until Rev. G. Zimmerman accepted a call ’
there in 1970, They started out with 39 communicants. Pastor Zimmerman ran into a series of
problems. First he had trouble with government red tape getting into Canada. Then he had a

heart attack. Last, but not least, wvas his problem with the Germans at Kelowna. They made

life miserable for Pagtor Zimmerman, They wouldn't accept our sbance on Tellovship. They

wouldn't help open the doors for ‘nglish outreach. Then gome of the Germans returned to the

tlo, Synod vhen they started conducting German gervices again. Those vho remained asked our

Synod for more money, Pastor Baur, chaiman of bthe DMB for the Pacific Worthwest District,

vent up there in 1972 and recommended that the mission be closed down.

ST,

lqj

AUL - OTTAA, OINT,

A vhole paper could be devoted just to thig one congregation (and has

been by a Seminary student). This congregdtion came over to us from the LCOMS in 1970 for doc-—
trinal reasons, The members of this church are to be highly commended, because they sat down,
anc on the bagls of Scripture, they examined the teachings of the Missouri Synod. They came
to the conclusion that Missourl was in errvor for joining in altar and pulpit fellowuship with
the ALC, HMuch of the credit belongs to their pastor, Rev, Thomas Pfotenhauer. He patiently
educated them on the dahgerous liberal path Missouri was taking., He helped them remain faith-
ful to true orthodox Lutheran teaching.

This large congregation (over 1000 soulg) is also to be commended for their mission-mind-
edness. They helped esbablish two daughter congregations in Nepean and Orleans, two preaching
gbations in Pembroke and Toronto, and conducted exploratory work in Montreal. Again, Pagtor
Pfotenhaver deserves a great deal of credit here. Much could be said about thig fine cong-
regation, which has a rich and long history, but time does not permit. One thing should be

said, however. St. Paulls serves as a shining example for our congregations to imitate,
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oUR SHUPHIRD - POLTIMOR &, U7, !
Thig congregation was organized when a small group of people

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Poltimore, left the Mo. Synod for doctrinal reasons at the same
time St., Paul's in Ottawa. left., This small group of 39 people called Pastor Pfotenhauer to

serve them. Today Pagtor Pfotenhauer and his vicar serve them from Otbava.

ABIDING UORD - ORLZANG, ONT, ~

Abiding tord ig one of the daughter congregations St. Paul!s,
Ottava established. S8t, Paul's purchased & 1/2 acres of lénd in Orleans, am easgtern suburb
£ Ottawva, in 1972, In 1974, the 100th anniversary of 3t. Paul's, Pastor David Prieche began
vork in the Orleans area. In Jan. 1979 Abiding Hord dedicated its church building. Afbnr
pastor Priebe accepted a call to Junéau, Vige, Cadidate‘id'Spfeeman became the second resi-
dent - pastor at‘ﬂbiding Hord,
DIVIN UORD - N3P AL, OHT.

Yhen Abiding ‘Yord, Orleans built ite church building on 4 of the

g 1/2 acres, the other half was sold for a sizable profit and wvork was bopun to organize a
migsion on the vest end of Ottawa. AL Lindke came up hore in 1978 as Lhe [1rst regident pas—
tor. Divine Yord purchased land in Hepean with a grant from St. Paul, Ottawva. They yill ded~

ik

icate A UOF building on June 6, 1962,

RiDZ ilJu ~ P MBROK.S, ONT. .
- ’ . St. Paul, Ottava establisked a precaching station vhen some of its

members moved ©o Pembrohe, a city about 100 miles wegt of Ottawa, Redeemer is supported by
St. Paul of Ottava, It has its owm church building. A retired pastor, Rev., Fred Zarling,
served the congregation for a couple years, but has since moved back to 'iscongin., This small

group of bten communioants will receive a summer vicar in 1982 to work the area,

’LmPLO ATOW[ ~ EDMONTOLT, ALTA, (discontinued) . ,
' : Misdion work started in this large Canadian city

when digtrict missionary John “ngel was sent up h@ro in 1975, He worked the arca hard for
well ‘'over a year, canvassing over 5000 homes. The response vas discouraging for all the work
that was done. 'hen Pastor “ngel.accepted a call to Great Falls, Mb., in 1977, the explora-

tory work here ccaged,

TEPLORATORY — VANCOUVIR, B.C. (discontinued)
e ' Vork in Vancouver began in 1976 when a summer

vicar worked the area., He conducted a V.B.3., wvhich drew 28 children and 30 people for the
cloging service. WYe had one LS family (Schvwertfeger) living in this large city of Vancou-
ver. Yle sbarted working in North Vancouver. For two years we tried to fill the vacant posi-
tion of district missionary vithout success. Finally in 1978, Vancouver mcelved a candidate
from the Seminary by the name of Steve Korth, He gtarted work with a nucleus of two families.
hen Korth accepted a call to Bay City, Mi, in 1980, he left a nucleus of 6 families. fome
of them left, go the Mission Board decided to close the mission down for the time being. A

SAPLORATORY - TORONTO, ONT.
- Txploratory vork is being done in the Mississauga area, a suburb
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oronto, For many years this had been a preaching station served by the pastor and vicars

=5
=3

O U

of St. Paul, Ottava. In 1979, Roy Heftl was assigned oulb of the Séﬁihdﬁj to worlk the area.
Progress has been slow for this small exploratory group. It seems like every time they gain s
Tew members, they lose a few to transfers. Things have been leveling out for them lately and
hopefully they will reach mission status in the near future.

ST PAUL — CALGARY, ALTA, L , ,
Mission got started in this fast-growing city vhen a VLS family

noved here from our church in St, Albert. They wanted a church that teaches the pure Vord of
God, g0 they approéched Pasbor Roy Beyer. He got permission from the Migssion Board to do some
preliminary survey work in Calgary in 1979, Services deTL“d in 1979 and the group, which had
grown to three families by then, vas granted 3oth oﬂploratory status and manpower in May of
1980, Pagtors Beyer and Sullivan took turns maklng the long journey to Calgary each week for
services. Candidate Villiam Heiges was installed in Oct, 1920 and Sthted vorle with a nucleus
of 11 communicants and 19 souls. 3t. Paul vas granted mission status recentiy (Feb, 1982) by
the GBHM and presently has 21 communicants and 42 souls.

CEPLORATORY ~ RID DZR, ALTA,

The situation in Red Deer &tarted the same way;Céigéry did, with
a YILS Tamily moving lere. Pastor Sullivan has been spearheading the work héreﬁ‘Preliminary
survey wvork began in the fall of 19@1« Serviceg vere started in December. Two families now
make‘up the nucleus, The group wes granbted exploratory status in Feb., 1982, Hopefully, they
will receive manpover in the May meeting of the GBHM,

VIIAT DOSS THE FUTURDT HOLD TOR TH.I WILS IN CANADA? o . ~
The GBHM has set a tentative goal of gtart-

i

ing /4 nev missions in Canada in the next gix years. They have no hard and fast priorities.
They look aﬁ Ganada as g whole, eyeing the larger cities, like Vancouver, Winnipeg, Regina,
MHontreal and others, asg possible targets for missgion vork. Right now T know of WiLS families
living in Lethbridge, Alta., Saskatoon, Sapgl,, Winnipeg, Man. end lalifax, W.S5. For years we
let the Missouri Synod have this mission field to themselves, They are now_the second largest

.

Lutheran Ghurch body in Cenada, le are just beginning to work Canada. Yhat doeg the Future

]

hold for the WiLS in Canada? Vho knows? Tho possibilites are endlessa The taglk that lies

ahead of us ig to turn those possibilities into realitieg. And with Cod7 bTOSSlng we can

do it.




ANDNOTES

TNorman J. Threinen, In Search of Identity, p. 21

2Carl Cronmiller, A History of the Lutheran Church in Canada, Vol.I, pp.13-19
3

Vladimar Dylands, Lutherans In Canada, p. 25

4I‘Iorman J. Threinen, "Focus on the Loyalists," Congensms, Vol. 3 Number 1, p. 22

55, clifford Nelson, (ed.), The Lutherans in North America, p. 76

6Threinen, Op., Cit., p.24
7Cronmiller, Op._Cit., pp. 131~135
8

Rev. Frank Malingky, Grace and Blessing, pp. 7-12
9Eylands, Op. Cit., p.65
Oa1insky, Op. Git., pp. 19-21 S
11Rev. Paul #. liegner, The origin and Development of the Manitoba-Saskatchewan District, p. 11
12 ' |
13Herzer, Ibid. p. 8F
14
15
16
17

18

John B, Herzer, Homesteading for God, p. 23

Paul A. Phillips, "The Missouri Synod on the Canadian Frontier," p. 19
Tbid. pp. 21~22.

George 0. ivenson, Adventuring.For Christ, pp. 39-40
Nelson, Op. Cite, p. 364 ’

Albert H. Schwermann, "The Life and Times of Imil 7. 7“berhardt,," Concordia Historical
Ingtitute Quarterly, XTIV, p. 104

9pni11ips, Op. Cite, p. 20

2ONorman_J. Threinen, Toward Union, p. 11
“Tpia, p. 12
22

Prof., Karl G. Sievert, "A Higtory of the Dakota ~ Montana District," p. 13

2
2Jrrwin L. Lueker (ed.), Lutheran Cyclopedia, p. 129

24wiengner, Op. Git., p. 61



BIBLTOGRAPHY

Cronmiller, Carl R. A Higtory of the Lutheran Church in Canada, Canada: The Evangelical
Lutheran Synod »f Canada, 1961,

svenson, George O, Advenburing TFor Chrigt. Calgary, Albarta: Foothills Lutheran Press, 1974.

Tylands, Vliadimar J. Lutherang in Canada. llinnipeg, Manitoba: Columbia Press Ltd., 1945.

Herzer, John 3, Homesteading For God. (No publisher given), 1946.

Lueker, “rwin L. (ed,). Lutheran Cyclopedia. Saint Louils, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House,
1975,

Malingky, Rev, Frank. Grace and Blegsing -~ A History of the Ontario Nigtrict of the Lutheran
Vs i oL peron
Church - Missouri fynod. (Mo publisher given), 1954.

-

Nelgon, 4. Clifford, (ed.). The Lutherans in North America. Philadelphia, Pa.: Fortress Press,

1975,

Phillips, Paul A, "The Missouri Synod on the Canadian Trontier." Term Paper, 1963.

Schwermann, Alberta H, "THe Life and Times of “mil 5. Tberhardt, Pioneer iMissionary of Alberta
Lt

and British Columbia." Concordia Hisgtorical Ingbitute Quarterly, XXXIV (Jan., 1962).

fievert, Prof, Karl G, "A History of the Dakota -~ Montana District of the dsconsin Gvangelical
Lutheran Synod." (o publisgher givemn) , 1970,

Threinen, Norman J, "Tocus on the Loyalists," Consengug, Winnipeg, Manitoba: Lutheran Council
in Canada, Vol, 3 Number 1, Jan., 1977,

Threinen, Hormen J. In Search of Ididntiy. Winnipeg, Manitoba: Concorde Press, 1977.

Threinen, Norman J. Toward Union. Yinnipeg, Hanitoba: Lutheran Council in Canada, 1979.

Wiegner, Rev. Paul 7. The Origin and Development of the Manitoba-Sagkatchewan District of the
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. (Ho publisher given 1957
1 o H

7

—

2

!
J/
7

S0



’5; »I  THE LUTHERAN “FAMILY TREE” IN CANADA ]«
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod........... ... oo In 1958 its Canadian districts federated as Lutheran Church-Canada
Genaral Councll (in western Canada, In 1918 merged with two
Manitoba Synod = Synod of Western Canada) other groups as Unlted
Lutheran Church in America :

Augustana Evangellcal Lutheran Church............ ... oo oo in 1963 its Canadian

1%2, Merged to form in synods associated as
fealandic Synod m e e L., 2 1862 the Lutheran Lutheran Church in

- . - Church in America Amanca-Canada
Suomi Synod (FINRIBR). ..o e . Section

L .
Amsrican Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish)............. ... oo

United (Danish) Evangeilcal Lutheran Church.....................

Hauge's Synod..........c.ovevinnn In 1917 merged to form

the Norwegian Lutheran |- . 1967: The Canada District of
United Norwegian Lutheran Church. ., Church of America = Merged to form The American Lutheran Church

Evangelical Lutheran In 1960 The became the autonomous
Norwegian Synod.................. Church of America..... American Lutheran Evangelical Lutheran Church

- Church . '\ of.Canada
Chioe Synod.... In 1930 merged with B
Buffalo Synod to form

fowa Synod.... American Lutheran Church.................
Lutheran Free Church. . ... . ..o iivee oo In 1963 joined
Note: Names are “popular” rather than legal. ' Others: Lutheran Brethren
Readers interested in a continent-wide summary : Danish Church Abroad (DKU)
are referred to the chart "Lutheran Family in ' ; )
North America” on inside cover of Lutheranism Wisconsin Syned
in North America 1914— 1870, by E. C. Nelson. ’i‘ + + ' ’

Lutheran Congregations and Membership — 1981

BY REGIONS

Upper Figure—Congregations
Lower Figure—Baptized Membership

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church
of Canada 12,257 21,920

50
11,520

C340
S 4,229

_ W
TOTAL 114 . 1,036 —
28,419 58,562 55,814 31,890 116,594 4,463 7,077 302,319 >‘\
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