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Complimentary remarks congerning the early mlgselon work
of @he Wigconsin Synod are few and far between. Perhaps
there lg some Justification fur thls. There were, to ba
sure, no rancy, flashy migsion hapreninge within the % ynod
in its early yearg. The Apache Mlesloneg in L8Y) mark the
peginning of self~supported, self“undertaKen misgion work
on a forelign scale. (Even this undertaking hardly fell
into the "tancy, tlashy" mission category.) Perhaps 1t is
because our eyes search for the sensational that we fail to
gsee what really was present. There definitely was real
miggion work and mission awarenssg present in the adolea-
cent Wisconsin Synod. It didn't make it blg in the history
books, but it was very much a2 part of the Siynod's hietory,
nevertheless. The misgion story of the early Wilsconsin
Synod 1s an interesting story. It tells us that although
our forefathers in faith may not have been rancy or flashy,
they reaLL& did teel and live the Lord‘'s command to gpread
the Gospel in all the world.

Before beginning a dilscussion of the Wisconsin 3ynod's
mission work from its beginnling in L850 until the Apache
Misgion in 1893, one tact should be established. The Wis-
consin Synod was ltself a misgion at 1its start. Ite pastors
came from German missionary socletles, notably those at
Langenberg and Barmen. The majority of any rinancial support

came from Germany. It 1e understandable then that the over-



riding concern in the eaprly Wigconsin bynod was the training
vi" 1ts own pastore and teachers. That wase a costly, 1ims~
conguming, manpower -consuming agpiration, but all knew from
the start that only 1f this was accomplished could the Wlag-
congin Synod ever really prosper and succesd in the work nf
spreading the Gospel. (If we keep in mind the Synod's early
gtatug as a mlésion9 we will not bs go QUick to point out itg
every fault and lack wlth regard to its own misslon WOrk. )

Even though this degire to egtablish a gynodical inde-~
pendence syphoned off a great deal of the already meager
resourcesg, mission work wasgs donse bofh at home and abroad from
the very start. Although the Various evidences of mission
concern will be dealt'wlthrin greater length, they are sum-
marized in the following manitestation of mission work: the
work of the "Reiselpredigt'} the support of the Immigrant
Misgion in Castle Gakden, Neﬁ York and others like it largs
oontributiéns gent to Theodore Harms in Hefmannsburg; concern
shouwn for work among the Jews; aid and contribution for the
Migsourl Synod's wqu among the Negroeg of the South; the
reporte of many miséidn estlvale among the home congregat long;
and the abundance of mission related articles found in the
"Gemelindeblatt .

Pastor G. Fachtmann is an excellent example of a mlscionary.
He arrived from Germany in the summep of L857 and was asseigned

1
the Richmond and Town Polk congregations in Washington County.



He was not content to Just serve these congregations, however .
Keehler mentlons 1t was characteristic in the early develop-
ment of" the 3ynod, "that the congregations 2t new locations

were not gathered by ministers but that the people themselves
o)

banded tegether In order to procure vreachere and teagrers."
Fachtmann became aware of these pastorless groups. In Cctober
ot Ly57 he hlxedvfrom Milwaukee to Sheboygan vila Port Washington.
He continued on to Calumet, Chilton, and Formidu Lac. From Fond
du Lac he proceeded up the Wolf and Rat Rivers to Menasha, Neenah,
Hortonville, and Berlin. The following year, in 1R5#, he
concentrated in the Beaver Dam, Horlcon, Columbus area but con-
tinued also to visit hils former circuit of conzregations. In
1859 he was called by the vacant La Crosse congregation. Using
this as a home bage, he proceeded to establich an'extgnéive
preaching circuif both on the Minnesota and Wisconsin sidesg.
His ambitlon and drive eventually carrled him to 3t. Paul and to
the presidénoy of the Minnesota Synod.

Fachtmann was an independent missionary going wherever he
gaw an opening to preach. Hls work had not been initiated by
the Synod, although they did endorse it and authorize ite con-
tinuance 1in L¥5¢. Pastor Fachtmann proved without any doubt
that he was wonderfully suited %o be our Synod'e traveling
miesionary, and he was adopted as such. It was at this same
tlme that Streissguth was planning a trip to Germany to solicit

further help from thse mission societies for this work of
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”Reisepredigt“o‘ Not all members within the Synod, however,

were satisfled with this arrangement. Koehlor wrole Trom |

Manltowac on July 24, L¥59, "I do not belleve that 1 misginn~-

ary employed by a unlonistic gsoclety can work 1n agresment

with a Lutheran synod. And then T nhold that the mlsglionary -

at ~large certainly must be in the employ of our Synod. Other- )

wlge harm to our Lutheran Synod might easily grow out of 1taam“+
Segelon 7 of the SynodicaL Proceedings of 1860 marks

the inception of our own ”Reisepredigtfa It was regolved that

the pregldent and the senior of the Synod set the matter of the

"Reisepredigt" into motion«u1Althoughtthe;?Reisebredigt".waa>now

officially our own worky, the miésion socletles of Langenberg

and Berlin each promised $EOOWUO a yeayr support for thig work.

In addition, they supplied our first "Reiseprediger'. He was

Pastor Mohldehnke, a man already ordained and ready for the

work. In 1863 he set up home base in the town of Germany

near Bt Aﬁkinsona From there he gervad Whitewater, waupun

(both the clty and the brison)P Almond, Stevenspoint, Wausau,

Stettin, Berlin, Green Bay, Kewaunse, Carlton, Forestville,

sandy Bay, Algoma, Portaage City, Lewlstown, Caledonia, and the

vacant Synod congregations of Theresa, Lomira, Fond "du’ Lag,

Forrest, and Eldorado. (3Sea b in appended materilal.). In

that year, 14 new congregations were founded and a total of

22 gerved by the "Relseprediger”. In 1864 there were 23 atations

gerved. JSunday schools and resding services were set up where-



aver pogsible. SJeventy children were baptized. Seventy-nine
adultes were communed.

In 1865 President AReim atated that the work of our

“Reigeprediger” had to be temporarily curtailed. "Reiseprediger’

Mohldehnke became Frofessor Mohldehnke at our seminary at
Watertown. It was more pressing that he serve there. The
work was really not plcked up agaln in earnest for L5 years.
Muring those 15 years the refraln ringe out time and again in
the FProceedings that we had no man we could epare from our
already overworked pastorais. There was some shuffling done
to try and cover the work. Presldent Strelssguth in 1967
rellsved Pastor Thiele of his duties in Ripon to function ag
our."Reiseprediger”. 1In President Strelssguth's words, "
don't know of another field within our activity in which the
work 1s so pressing, the fruilts so rewarding, and the =uccess
so obvious as this of the "Reisepredigt". The more an organ-
lzatlon puféuee and professeg to have pure teaching, the more
zealously she should strive to keep her companions in the faith
in the correct falth, and the more inexcusable and incompre-

hensible 1lg her neglecting of such a lofty demand of love and

5

Samaritan service to her companions in the faith.' Pasgtor

Thiele's service lasted Jjust a short while, and he was called

to fill a vacancy in Racine. There Jjust were no men. Students

were already pegged before they graduatsd. Ih 1872 studente

Bergnolz, Althof, and Hodtwalker were eyed up by the authorities



to 11l the gap in the Peshtigo area~--1f they pagssed thsirp
examese It 1s understandable why the "Reisepredigt” had to
walt. We were not able to BUDPLy pasgtore to churches we already
had. fiiowsver regrettable it may have been, it would have baen
rolly to search out yet more pastorless groupe of Christiane.
During this period of relative lnactivity in the
“Relsepredigt" tnere was an interesting interlude. A Pastoyp
CG. Dreves from Hannover offered his services to our Synnd ag
"Reiseprediger". We were interssted in Indian work already
at thie tlme. That interest had been aroused in part by a
Pagtor Matter from the Iowa Synod who relateﬁ nis Bynod's
experience with the Indians. That work had been forced to a
stop by the bitter feelings the Indlans had toward all whife
people because of the exploitation and avarice of a few. Dreveg'
agsgignment was to traverse the gpan of the‘Paoific Railreoad and
learn as wuch zbout Indians as he could to help us later in our
hopeful endeavor. As a sideline he would offer his services as=
pagtor to ény German Lutherane he found along the way. BRad news
ollowed the next year. President Bading's terse statement was,
“The Indian mission and 'Reisepredigt ' was shortwLiv@d.”é

Dreves had gone west to California. He concentrated on the

Geérmans thare. He reported war condlitionsg and a hopaless situation

Tor misgion work among the Indians. (Wounded Knee was not until
189G, this was LE775}  The work among the Californians was not

gupported. The feeling was that work 1in California at this time



would he spreading our resources too thin. We weren't onming
cloge to meating all of our obligations at home.

In 1P79 Pagtor Mayarhoff wag put in charea of the
”Baieepreuigt”¢ Under hls able laadersghin the etfort Laeaan
once uwore Lo prosper. A Paator diltlemann wag saked to sn to
the Dakotas, but the effort was Zlven up becauge of nrohib-
1tive traveling costs. Watertown, S5.D. was momentarily turne
over to our counterparts in the Minnesota Synod. This policy
of our Synod to stay close to home and establish a firm bace
le expressed clearly by Fresident Bading in L8832,  He main-
tainad, "The pregsing opportunity the Lord hnags given ue ig
knowne kvery year thousands upbn thousands of our people and
brothers in faith gpread out over the parte of this Land in a
mighty stream. Most cettle down rar 1rom Lutheran congregatio
Fivrited with their preoccupation for physical advancement , they
neglect thelir gpiritual needs. 'We have a holy and important
miselion and work to fulfill among these people which we will
not be able fo Tinish 1n our whole lives. The more zealously
we gtrive to fulfiLL tThis migsion, tne more we Will be working
in the spirit 0 Luther and the more we wlll he following the
admonition or the Apogtle, ‘'As we have therefore opportunity,
Llet us do gooa to all Ben, egpeclally unto them which are of
the household of faith.'¥

The wérk of "Reisepradigt” cont inued to éfow during the

#0's.  In lare LBY3 Pastor Monhardt took up the post ot

A
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"Reisepredigt”. In the 1884 Synodical Proceadinge he was able
to record that in about six months time, he had served oach une
ol hig L7 gtations in the upgper peninsula of Micnigan  zt

teaagt once a month, goms twlcs. He had travelsd 3012 miles

by train, 508 milea by coach and wagon, ;75 mil2a on ronot,

102 mites on boat. He had baptizea 24 ohiédren, confirmad

LU, married 7 couptes, and had one burilal. In his L1885
raport, Pastor Monhardt gave his opinion of the Synod's
traveling misgion work. "It 1is veyry sprsad out, but 1t we

nad the etrenzth to do thse work, new areas courd be taken on.
We chould exert ourselves gso that ths gects and tne Talse
brethern do not beat us t&?&orKL“ He adds, "Thig expansion

or our work must happen wiithout neglecting our present obli-
gationm"g By L8&9 the Syuod's work of "Reisepredigt’ was
carried on in the areas shown on the map. (3ee ¢ in apnended:
waterial.} Strictly speaking the "Relsepredigt” was not
Irorelan miéélon work. (This fact was recognized by the Synod
in L8Y7 wnen the wotion to take the funds Tor the "Reisepredigt'
t'rom ”Heldenmlssion” was voted down. The peonle were not to
be misled when they gave wmoney they thought wag gZolng fto a
forelgn rield.) Yet in the 1860's, a trip to Minnesota or
Michigan offered wore terrors than any foreign mission field
teday with the exception perhaps vl places in Soutn America.

Virgin trorest gtill covered the land. The best roads were

corauroy, and there were few of them. Huge swarms of mosquitoes



had never geen a whilte man before and nappily welcomed the
ghanga ol provender. FPresident Bading recalled one of his
traipa. e tolls of wading acrong glrsame dhast deapn To rind
4owWay to gét hig horse acrosgs gafely. Az late asg 18HL In tne
Zgocanaby arew ol upper Milehigan, our “Rolseprediger”  mat
with conditions whilch svund 1ike Mark Twaln's degcrintion
of gold-rugh Callfornia. There was a potpourril of races
present --~Swadeg, Danes, Norweglang, lLlrieh, English, Indians
(equipped with bows and aryrouwsg)}, Indilan-French halfbresds.
The report in the Synodlcal Proceedings algo mentionsg the
"Bier" and "Schnapshallen" and the wind of L1fe revolving
S arovund guch places in mining cémps, These areas in which
we worked az an garly Synod were not forelgn in our sense
or the word, but they were just ag challenging and hard to
reach and serve asg our torelgn fleids today.

The work of "Relsepredigt" was strenuous, taxing work.
It was miséion Wwork. The men who carried it out were misglon-
arieg who faced monumental hardship to preach the Gospel.
They lert ug some modest reporte of their activities.
Pagtor Monhardt teLls how eagy 1t was to Logse the way in
Micnigan torestg and have to proceed for mllegs over a
tangled mass o frallen trees. In summer, travel was of'ten
undertagen on foot wilth uvnly a blazing sun and a backpack
for company. In winter, travel was by horse and sleigzh.

On the trip frow Escanaba to Fayette it was coummon for



'standabLee It wag @44 de@rees;o o &ascor Johannes ZL@b@LL
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travelers to have to be carried 1hto‘the halfway housge
because they were so cold. The 60U milles to Manestique

ware often covered in temperatures of =40 degrees. The

roads ware wildsrness roads through uninhabited country
punctuated only occa8lona]ly by lone Indlan wlgwams. The
slelgn drxvers wer : Lways qmed becauae oi the wolvasah~Af :

woodg hOppSE wag: reduaed to sowttered bones just a quarteﬁ

ot a mile frouw hls oamp, and a pnrﬁshloner speni th@ nignai,z -5

in a tree surrounded bJ 20 wolvasu‘-ﬁailraad travelnwasw*ﬁ““ i

hard too. Tra¢n9 deralled. baoauue of the 8N0w - Dna time
everyone was forgeed to GLLmb on Lhe engins and complet@‘
the  journey on 1to Everyun@ made jt to the qtatlon sa;eLyT
with the exceptlon of eome who had been iorced to th a
the cowcatcnerq They had iwo7@nlgaray.mut that was undeyﬁrrxu
1n LHHS wrute ﬁne halr ralsvnﬁ repmrt of hisf rip on the 1v@x§i'“
to Fayette o v1sit a qying man. Th@ joe on Lake Miohigan i
was 5" tthK and becausa 1t was 80 much cLoser he went th%t
way as travexers did in w1nt@ro ‘The ice was cLearo"He
could see the watef under the, noraea hoofaa  He came io
aracks in the 1ce over whieh he woujd make hls ‘horse Jumpa
Az the sleigh passed over, the ice wouLd crack and crash lnto’ﬁv
the water behind hiwm. {(He m@nﬁloned tha»pr gence of googe
bumps. We undegstando) ‘Dn his return trip the next morhin@$

he got lost and had tofretufn the L4 miles back to Payette.



ﬁy:iw&g the ‘support of the Imwlgyant Mlggion in Gdﬂtl@ Gardan‘

"“ 'me1g£ant Niﬂslon upon nn@ hearns of tnose jn attendanee"

A snowstorm came that nlght and covered up the cracks and
congequently made any nopeﬁ ‘of a gsafe return on 1he ice
put of the question. In order to get back to Raecanaba to.
preach, he had to make an 8L mile trip over enowy terrain.
He Lot at 9 A.M. in the morning and arrived in Eacanaba
at &LS%S P°Ma fA? 7?A‘Mo tﬁé”nevt.mOPnlna he was on hlg
way in a blinding- smowatofm to preaoh at Ford: Rﬁvera ;IV'

4. el Sl ,
was 8 miles ﬁh@ye and 8- miiaa back again. .'nuUOh wag the

lif'e of our “Raisepxedigar' “Who - wouLd dare %o throw stgn@ﬁ ff

at their mlssionarj zeal?“~

WA second expreaalon of mlaslon awarenese 1n our~gynod

 N@w York« Inltially th@ra were manj 1mmigrant misslonsni;

Cin the very firqt year oi the ”Gamelnd@bLstt” (Qcta Ly 186;)ﬂ
‘ fmentlDﬂ1lS mada of ) oontxiburlon io the Immngrant Misslgn

“in New Yarke ln L8b7 Paatar Toert Lald ﬁhe mattar Of the *

lgat zna m1981on qutlval of Snebmygan,‘Mosels and CeﬂtervlLLeo;

In this same yaar Pres;d@nt treleagutn appeal@d to the

“Synod to support tne Tmmigrant MlﬂSlmn of Pennsylvania and

2-New York.

It was in the earLy L870's that the %ynodlcal Cunfarence’
took over the work of the Immigrant Migsion. Our funds th@m
‘supported this venture, In April L5, 1872 the ”GemeindaoLact,

ran the following article, '"Unsere Emlgranten Mission."



The article stregsed the“immi@fant Misglon to be oupr migslon,
not only badause i{‘worked for ug but because it worked
agocording to our splrit. The work of the Immigrant Mlsgssion
wag to alid the poor, the‘defenseLéssg'thé ignorant, and the
ndlve who qutlcced at the hands of frauds and quacks on the
docxa of Naw Xork J5Tne Tﬁmagrant Mlﬂeion he!oed the lmmiw
grantg pnyﬂicaLlys qu lt &Lso pointed io thelr more pressa

~Aing needs theirp serituaL Ga”@a' lt heipad reestabilish

conzessionaL Luthefans from ih@ old country with Gonlessiana1=

'¢ ‘Lutheran oongragatxona ln the pewe The names of SOle .

(e ohurcnasak Many oi our eayLy pasiors eame by %his rouLea

~ Lutheran pastors and congragaulone were gjvan @o the depart“ ,

flng ;emlgrants;. The Immigrant Missiom w&s aiso a- valuabl@ F R

otin

f(.o‘

T

. aid in dire

It wes a- sopnlstlcqced operatism hav1n€ conneotions 1n poin{"

Jf'Df deparuure $n Gapmanyo. Q man by tha pame of éiegevg wha  1

“.had njmself ”one through the Immlgrant M15810n in Castle

'Garden, was sent back to Bﬂ@men to orov;d@ both ‘physical

and spiritual guldance for the departh 144 Russiane frgﬁﬂ
Odessa ware hapoy to be dLrected by him to gervices in

12 SR
Bremen. The Immigrant Miselon was also a strong miﬂﬂ;pn;xﬁv

arm. In L8885, at about the time the flow of immigrantskwas
alowing down, the report was that during'the yoar 2600 Synod
Calendars had been distributed, 5000 tragts, about 6000

ot the'Lutheran Kinderhlatt’, plus a large number of Canadian

“gvpa +g ra fwom G@r gnv to eir new wild@rn@sﬁ; ;




Lutheran magazinesgV”Luthéran‘V01ksblatt” and "Lutheran
13
Anzeiger".
Real foreign mission work in the striot sense of the

word was carried uvn by others whom we supported. There is

an acknowledg&men& in the May 1, L1466 “Gemeindebiatt’ of a

smaAL gLt Lo H@rmannﬂburge - AL thié‘saﬁe time we were ¢closely

tied to the mlssianyﬂocietles of Lang@nberg and Berlin. That

‘reLationghiog howeverp was dissolved by unionism in LH68.

‘Qur hope Tor future pastors and for a foreilgn wigsiuvn operatlon

To support l&y in Theodore Harms at Hefmannsburga We promlised

him our foreigp m1391on monng he promlsed us pastor ., In
1869 he reported hav ing racelved $3C0.00 trom our 5ynod, in

Lb?O it was ﬁﬂbbsUQgsand-lnfL872 #564.00. In~tnls way our

- wission money was ahanneled into the work in India, Australia,

South Africa.  He r6061Védfour mission money’every year from

l869ml87§o’ In 1876 thls ountrlbutlon was cut ofi to supoort

our own man Dreves on nis LnQ1an m;ssion vanfureg As was sald

batfore, thils eziurt never mahemlaLluede Afcar the mﬂs&ion

project of Dreves was given ups thia part af ?he Synod‘s coan:if

Tributiong wag Kept within the @ynodo A commiutee was ﬂef up ’

tuv luok for some forelign mission work we.couLd guppop@a} ThGgﬂ=f”«

foreign migsion fund was borrowed from to help support our -

aducational Tacillties. During the lLast part of the 1880 g some

of thig woney also wenL ror the support of students Plocher and

Adagcheck and later Mayerhoff who were studying to be miseicnw



aries at Northwestern.

There was yet a third way in which a feeling for migslong

a1

was manitested. In March 15, L1873 in the "Gemeindeblatt
Pagtor JGFQVO'WoLf in Jagkson City, Michigan poante up a

migglon goneern of early Lutherans whilch we geem to have

neg lGOLGd toddyai}‘:}.k

‘Jewish Mlssion,, t:‘aod th@ naad for work among the.

Jows of the world as uoll aa among thc G@nti en. In thisv ’

»articl@ he r@iated u&S@d ur daws wbo had been convezt@d to .o

a

"”fartﬂdl ,A“A Nmrd Comoerning the»fﬁaf'”

Cords tianltycv He alao maintain@d Joug had to be approach@d jf]

lexerently wl*n tha Guspel than oihar prospeotsa Tha

approaoh had %0 be Qne that qtrove to get behind the barri“r.

they had erected againSu Cnristianiiy from their childhood

The “GemeindebLatt“ revaals an interest 1n the Jews by now

‘and then 1ncLudlng an artche wnlch reLated comething about

the Jewish 51Luat10n in the world. Eyvidentally tha wrjtaf

and readers of the “bemeindeblatt were 1nterested in knowlng

something about the Jews. The following information, for rf,

instance, is given in the March 1, 1868 "Gemeindeblatt'.

There were supposedly 20,000 converted Jews on the European

mainland, more than BUQO in England. oOf those 1n England,

100 were ofrficials in the church. Mention was also made of

28 converted Jewish professors on the Ffaculty vf the

Universlty of Berlin. The May 15, 1885 edition has a short

report on the Lutheran Jewlsh Mission in New York. The




August L5, 1886 1ssue contains an estimate of Jawish popu La-
tion in various countrieg throughout the world. The total
nuuber of Jews in the world was estimated at 6,300,000,
There wasg more than just a casual interest in the Jews.
The "Juden" Mission became an object of Synod support rrom
L&?B on thréugh Ene'L89§idatéa‘ Acknowtedgement of contribu-
tions can be’seen'in both thé “Gemeindeblatt“ and the Synodical
Proceedings. ‘ | | |

Tt wes in L1878 the Synod;dalyconférenca met in Fort
Wayne and decidedjtoibeg1ﬁ wo§k ambng the Negrpes‘in the South.
The work aetuaLLy'began by the Misééuri Synod in that same yéaro
Our Synodlcal Prudeedingsvreéofd &voontribution invtnat first
year ufy%lOQ;OOo ,In‘1886,thé sﬁm came to $229.05. We oontyim
buted regularly through the L893 date. By L88b there were |
three established congregations in the Negyo migsglons=-=--New
Orlieans, Littie Rook, and Meherring Va. In 1B8BS the fepprt;ﬁo 7
the Synoéigal Conference; which was indludedyin our Eroeéedingégu
was that it the‘churcn5iﬁ New Qxleans had access tb the same

funds that the secte d1d, they could drive the sectarian churches =

trom New Orleans in short order. Success wae especially gfég%&&“
among the youth. Hchools had more applications than fhey oould |
handle. There were ELS souls in the Negro missions, 112 o
communicants, 350 had been baptized that year. Thers wéreain
addition 363 children in the parochial schools and 305 in the

14
sunday schoolsg.




P@rﬁaps_the véry begt indication that midgslion work wag
P a real interest and concern of our forefathers is brought
out in the migslon festival. The custom of mlgslon featlvals
wag brougnt over £rom Garmanyn "B" in his artioLé in the
”GemeindebLatt” “Our Mission FaqtlvaL S says; "Miszion
festlval& are c@lebrated among ua non beaausa de ommmahds
them but baoaus@ we ara dr¢ven tu_in by our love to the
heathen and our. thankfulneﬂm to Godm %5 h&en in the vary
earLy history of our uvngd,»a number of mlaslon fastivals

1”.Were oeLebrated,' Ma;b@ this lsn’t stranve in view of the factf

%hat a numbew oi our earLJ pastors had Dean misaionarles in:'”

ioraign eounafles befgfa comlng h@f@m‘ Pastoy Ungroih in

Jefrerson spenm ld years in 5outh Africa. ‘Thé mjsqion'work.f

there wasg dear to hls haaria +He wgs.a favorite speaker at
'- ’m1ssion 1est1vaLs even axier his heaith made it HGGSSQQEV
 '10£ him to g1V@ up the mlnlstrya« Paqtor Llefeid had 3Lso
jcome her@ from ouﬁh Afrlca in 1866 . :The town‘of ‘Morrison

i;ealLed a Eastar C. Roeck from India. In 1885 at the mission

Testival of 3t. Paul's in Forrest, Wisconsin, Pastor Martin

Denniger preached on hie personal mission experiences. Fastor

Denniger had been a migsionary'in Borneo uhtil the work there
was wiped out by a blood bath. From there he had gone to
Nizg on the coast of Sumatrao%é It was natural for thesge

men to have Informed thelr people of the worﬁ being carriled

on in other parts of the world.
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Mlaﬂlon fe tﬂvals were blg occasions in these early
rural congregatliong. A good example of ons of thesge occupf-
 rences would be the gathering in Oshkosh on the Pth Sunday
after Trinity, L874. The congregatlong from Fond du Lac,
Nikime, Ripon, and Neenah, along with Trinity of the Mla -
aouri Synod y oelebruted th@ir mlmsion 1est1va1 in fhe woodyg
ot an American farmer b; tne name of Smlth@ Pagtor Strassen
rrom Watertoun preacshsd on Acts #431-20, - He pointed out that.

the'statemantg ”WG cannot but speak the thingé'wbloh we have

>»“~Aseen and heeard," holds true today. After tbe oxlerlnq and

“the singing of some hymns by the oongregailon, Pastor Neumanﬁ
praached on ihe whithered fip treawawMark 11 LB»Z;; Dlnner
followed, and when it was over9 the people sang again befor@,,
“ the next sermons Pastor G@n51ck@ preach@d on the goodraamazé' 
itan. His thoughts ware Lhaz Ghristians must have an- opan i.y
eye for Lh@ splrliual nﬁed° of the heathen and the backslidem
Chrl%ﬁlang ChrisﬁLane must nave a sympﬂthatio heart which Qdﬂvh
bear to pass up the need; and Christilang must have an open ‘
hand to gilve tbat God“g Kﬂngdom may be built. Pastor Hoops_ﬁ
from Nikime closed the day on Matt. 9335-38"s desorlpflon of
the ripe field of mlasxona@ He quoted the qtatLSLqu that at
that time there were 600 mi]llon h@ahhen and only 200 mﬂlllon
Christians in the world. How necessary ng"US'to'speaKE‘ Tha
total collection for the day waslﬁaliQAOe&( This is not the

only instande of a wmigslon festival; The yellowed pagsea of




the "Gemeindeblatt" contain many, many such reporta.. (The
October 1, 1B8O6 number of the "Gemeindeblatt" alone recopds
14 mission festivalaﬁ)

The‘basio reason for mission fostivals in our early
history wae the same as our reason for migsion feastlvals today.
It 1s true that ﬁh@n thaxe waa ihe addad soa¢a1 attraction of
a pet»toaethew wh*eh hae Lost |9me OL 1iq attracﬁiOﬂ todayy
but the b391c appeal and mesaage was nhe aame° The germon -
themeo and partm'eaund aurprlslngiy confcmpofary@‘ At‘th@’1857
dheboygans Moael, and Genterville mission Tﬂstivajy ;aéfor'ﬁlug@

showed from Rome 19 1L*?? Lh@ oorzeoﬁ way to cﬂrry on miﬂaion

work, the meansy and the goaleﬁ ?aSLor Uﬂgroih” oloeing r@marksgiﬁ 

basged on Isaﬁéh 555=poﬂnted Loward heathen mission workgj
g especaally among tb@ Namaqua% and Bushmen of Afflcaa' on theiﬁ“"
9th Sunday aftar Trinityg_lﬁ?Og dt Parmington, Paqtor Ungrothf
| preaohed on the South: Afrﬁean miss;onubwhere he had been.
Pagtor Gen81cke preaehed on AOhS 4312, His iheme¥m—”There 19 
salvation in none ofhéro” }The”parts wefe L) Do you believe__;
that?, ~2) What doesg ydur faith aodomblish for mission? Th@‘? 
August 1, L&7z “Gemeindeblatt" recordsiﬁastor Sohneider's
appeal foyr the éufferin& needy Blacks in Africa (”soWeit
dieselber bekannt sind”), especially in Light of their recent
glavery. |

The report of the misgslon festival-uguaily contain@dvthe

amouﬁt of the contripbution givene' The following quotes from
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Koehler prDVide ué with gome 1dea of the gstting in which
thege contributions were given. ”Tha firpet Germans faced

hard work in egtablishing theilr howmesteads and clearing thew
ot the encumbrances, punysical and tinancial. Cash money was

a rare articlesee. During the whole time of the ilmmigration
tide from uermamy, up ta the 9O's9 ?he Germam farmerv in
Americea. woxe mortga @d to che ni durlne the arduous years

of clsaring their Landg,and after ahat th@y SLaVGd agiln ag’
long to clear the qoquivod propeyty of the mbft*agae- ¢ With‘
that in mind some of the m%ssﬂon 1est*val GOﬂthbUhQDnﬁ tmke

on added gignificance. Tne DlLGWiﬂE are qnme of Lh@ oontr1~i3‘

“butiong listed in the GemelndebL%fh"“ o@ta L, 1865@ Fort

Madison, Lee County Iowa: Mlmslon Festival~°”$6b UO totals
Aug. 1, LBTO, oongreg%tionﬂ of gbeboygap, G@nLeiVllL65 Town

Hermann, and Mosel at hebuyganmww@7? l? totals Auta 15, 18?O;i

Jeftrergon, PeiienVLILe,apﬂ Barmlncton at FarmingfonhﬁmﬁjL5 O?
totals Qot' 159 LE%bg' J@bn g R;dgev¢llca~= 158 .00 Eotalggf
Septo L, LB86, 5% Paut's, Forfest”mw$35360 total (Pastor B,
MaZyerhorf writes that the @55;60 wés ﬁlbauo Less than the
previous year due to exténsive nall and drought 1nvthe area;);
Sept. 15, 1886, Cedarburg, Granville at Kirchhayn---$122.00 |
total. |

I'rom the vepry first the “GemeLndebLatt“‘éérried artlcles
of misglion interest. There Qere.of cour.ge the reports on

misegion work affiliated in some way. to our Synod. There were




aLsoj howaever, feports and articieé on mission work carried

on by vthere. Thegds artioLes gpanned a wide range of Iintersat
in the fleld of migsiong..  In all Llikelihood our fTorefathers
were better informed on the genaral progress and hilstory of
Christian mission work in the worl] than we are. A ﬂketohy
llst1nﬁ of smm@ uﬁ ahe artiojsa wiLL perhaps mgke the pointe
In the Jane L5, l867 “&@ma%nd@bL&u%” the work of the London
‘Misgion 3Boglety ambng th@gfapuas of AustraLia was deserlbedm

bR

Jan; L, L8oYH brought an aftiole; 1ghtcen Y@arq in® astorn
India." It was the storj of a m1591onary who had worhed thar@o
May 15, L868 ‘ran an ar%ch@ desorlblng Aby@ayn;a and mlqslon

attempts thereu Tne yearLJ m18910n reports of HermannSbUE

CLeipzig, and oiher mﬂssaon socleties were reﬁuLarLy printed
 The Dea. 1, }869 lsque tellq of nopeo in the Hermannsburg.l‘
Misslon5to>do work‘among the Gnlnese 1n.OaL110rn1aa, Augw;lj;‘!
“L869‘desCribes'waK among the Cherokees, anctaws, Dakotas;T  '
Umanasg'and CreeKs in thisg oéuntrya Nov, L, L&72 béings the 
story of Franz Heinrlch Klaihsahmidt, a missiohary in South
.Afrloa; Four issues in 1873 were devoted to the Lutheran
mission in India. In the i880’s,”Hé1den und Heidenchﬁisten”
became a regular teature of the “GemeindebLatt”: A whole

host of mission fields were reported én,at Length in this
gserliesg of artlcleg~--Madagascar, New‘aeaLand, India, Green;and;
the Sandwion lslands, Tahiti,and Cnina to name some.

The chance to speak wlith the fathers of the Wisconsin




Synod abéutbmission work has passed. Thelr volces have ceésed
torever, bnut gome of th@ir words and thoughte stilLl remain.
They dld not leave usg extengive witness to thelr feelingg

ner complete answerg to our questionsa Ware our pagtors con-
cernaed about missilon work? OertainLy soma of the evidence

given so,faﬁ pfov9ﬁ?inev'w@re9 at L@ast Gome or them.' Pro=.

3

ressor Erhqtfpre&dhmd @m,  ? ﬁ '49 at a miasion festival in

Burljngton in Q?La’ Hia ahsuﬁh%s on that dav were that. even
if we are not mina onavias or preamhersﬂ wa hdve tne obligation
to oaxry out mlqajgn,woyka We do imat by suppor?ing those

wno can go with God 8 Word in our pLacesa -”rofesaor ‘BErnst

admonltion was to givaej lee thai these peop'@ have no: jus”ir*vﬂ3f

IlaDLe grounas to accuse ue ot balnﬂ sﬁingy in our - support g,f"”

 .the great work of th@ Lorda Perhaps thig fneLnng uf Pyotegu
" Ernst is prerlected in his happy reoort on Japa ,Lﬁ(d in tha

“Gemejndablat*“e! A student at Northwemtern, a Norwegians

‘who has alyready compLened geveral years of: %heologlcal traznﬁng9
wants to dedicate himseltf to be a mlag lonarv to the heathen
world, probabLy to the 1sLand of Madagascar." ,_Were'puf forem:j
fathers concerned about mission‘work?, In July 1, L884 ”B* 1n‘
“Unsere Missionsfeste' elaims that the}many instances of miséibn
teativals were prool tﬁat mlagion avarenesg had not diéd out .

He proceeded with words which sound so tamiliar even to‘an

attender of mission testivals today: '"The one who has found

the true God is happy even 1n'the greatest migfortune, but




thare are 8o many‘miLlidﬁs ofvp@opie who don't know God.
Are we going fo calmly look on ag these people all comse to
eternal grief whlle we have the means to gava them Lald 1ntov
pur nands by God and the command we sghould bring 1t to‘th@m?
Ara we golng to excuge ourseLveé and gay. we can't take part
in oneign mission wor& becaus@ w@ hava oo muoh to do 1n our’i
oWl oountry? Isa tth excuse gomng ﬁo bold wat@r bafore od?
Pray God tnat H@ 1n0wease Qur ialth qnd Love and %180 thut

He open doors for us througn whlch e Gan penetrate 1nta.

the broad dark uorLd of ‘the neaﬁhen wlth our mLssnon WOpka..i,ff

Our ior@facneyﬂ were noi:”fraid to ask themselvea and

thelr conqtiruants peteLpatings‘sgafohing quesnlons eoncerningV
their mlssion effortso They were not unawaxe ot failjngs nof
were they above S@Lf”@fl@lCisma’fqWSLDr T. Genﬂicho Talyed
gome very poinmed and maybe painful questiﬂnae: In Novn l5
1871 he WHot@,an arﬁlcle entitxedg'”Why 18 there so ngtle.
.1nterest for the axpanslon of God 8 I%f.;np‘ciiom"’.1 Hig question‘
isa, Why does” 1t’ happen that in our: Lutheran congregations
g0 much ungoncern prevaiL for mlsslon work?” He puts his~

iinger on the eternal reason for nonchalance in thig matter

when he gays that peopla aren't concerned about mission‘work 
bescause they really na&en"t tasted and seen for themseives

how wonderful the Lord is. In the following year, Jan. Lb, L8729  
this same man wrote, "Why should we help expand God's Kingdom?"

He answered hie own question in three bhasic wayéi one, there



ig the oryimg n@eq both to save people from the sects and
enthusiasts in thig country and to save the heathen from the
oringe of darkness in other aountries; ‘Cwoy we help apread
Goa'e Kingdom bacaune we are thankful ror what He did tor us
and our forerathers who wera heathen of the prankest sort; and

‘:%hreeg wa he%p praad @ud i ELnPdDm h@eaua@ ﬁhe Lord Hlmsalf

conmanded s to d:c.a;,}.iﬂm, in(S@ptg 15, 1814 an the article
lnaefa Mission ﬁh@ suatemmnt 15 madej‘“lf you aren't 1nv0Lved
in missions a9 you Bhouid b@a thﬁn you: don [ iully appreoiafeg.
“ 4Lhe happineﬂa and blesaedneqs you yourseif possasq in the Word
‘i»and Saowamento You hav n m; th@refoyeg gean the need of YDUN
brother and Glster and tahen iﬁ to heazta >uather eternalcriehea7

in the formg of menfs'aoul%“”‘ Eastor Gen81ehe asks the ques lon

biﬁuf iba readers of:tne ‘G@m@zndebLa%f” - HGan we then ever ba ylij:,?ﬁi

allowed to say, ‘What responQibiLﬂty do we have to those unhnmwnﬁ~"r"

R

‘people .who. Live ﬂo far away”““ Whls game sort of quedflomgng,b

ils oarfled on in JuLy lBQ LB%? by the ariche entitLed ”IQFth

dbmmand of our Lord, 'GD into alL the world and Dreach th@

Gospel %o every L1ving creature,’ also given to us, or isfﬁh

command completely fulfilled and thus negéted?”' The author -
refutes the saying that wag evidentaLLy floatling around at:
that time, “What would result only in drops in a'foreign counfby,
produces bpbucketsful at home." God wants eaoh one of ue to do
Hla work until every soul in tho whole world has heard: cbe

Gospel. That was this_Wfitaﬁzg'nonvictiono

[



g2’

‘These few quo*ces'dispel»any feeling that all our early pas-
toryg wore Gonient and‘satisfied wlth our misglion work ag =z
Synod. They reallized that not enough was belng done. They
yearned to be doing more. Their words certainly show that.
That bfingq ué once wmore to the question, "Why was there so
,11ttLe mlssion work done in the earlJ Wjaoonsln ynod?”~ it o
has been the Dbjeaa D& tni& paoer ts ‘ghow that there wag |
misslon . work don@ 1n those early yaarﬂa lt has also been‘
attampted to iind»VaLid, juatifiab?e PG&SOH% why dedioated
‘mlsulonwminded men did ngc aecompLish more . |

Az stacod a% the beglnn1n89 tha establlmnmant of pas?or:Mﬁx
and teacher crainxnﬂ faciLLtles was of overmrlding concern and
- imporfance to tne early Wls onsin gynoda‘ Who can say what kind
o mlsaion pr@@“am would have been in existenee it there had ﬂff'
,: not been tbis‘;ezgible drain on}the synodloal sys?ema ,iheflﬂp
fédt remaihs ﬁhéf'hé@ever'much‘fhe éérly pastors.wiéhed’tobﬁﬁ
miséion’wofk and however‘mudh we would‘ﬁave liked to =ee théﬁx
do mission work, they were working under gevere limitationse!fi
Some of the limitations have been dlscussed already. Iniolosing,
the followlng information is given to the as yet unconvinced
critic. In the 1880 Synodical Proceedings on page 70, this’
little bilt of informatilon is written3 “In putgstanding debis
and notes on our institutions we owe a total of $18,825.00,
In addition we have borrowed $837.91 from the missioﬁ treagury.

The total debt is $19, 662.91."




The salary of a "Relseprediger” in 1886 was $%00.00 &
year. The ratlo of $300.00 to $20,000.00 compar@d to a
comparable pastorfs>saLary today wouLd giVe a gum of about
half a milllon dollars as the debt owed in terms of money

todaye. In order for this to be a Lruly comparable figure,

the half a mﬂiLion dollaﬁ"¢' 
of times Largey bn w1gcmnsin ﬁynod is ?odaJ than it was inﬂ |
LEBE0. If theae I%guras wiLl b@ a11@wed to standg~?ban the

leconsin Synod of 3880 waq laboriﬂg und@r a load of mlL]ionﬁ“

of dollars in our moneym” Tn vxew of 3uaihnhat faat a1one

e

who would dare or oar@ to ask why there was noﬁ_more fl&sh‘

mlqslon endeavor .
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