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¥ orewond

At the outset of Lthis papern, I wondered how I wab going
to proceed. I had my Adeas. I wanted +to wriite about the
Wisconsin Syned ihvolvement in the military chaplinacy and why
we do noit have pastorns who are actually offlcerns in the arwmed
Senvicesd, Then I wanted £o¢ write about the historny of Lhe
Chuwrneh Historny Papen. Who started it and why was it assigned?
Rut, I came wp with the idea to wriite my Church History Paper
durning viear yearn in Appleton, WL., as I was Learning undesn
Paston Denndis Belilen.

pasiton Belten had explained briefly to me about Rivervdiew
Luthenan'’s rnecent pasbt, That intiigued me and got me Lo
ashing other membens about Riverview’s historny An which
evernyone in the congregation was interested because thein 50th
anniversarny wad fast approaching.

Ab I began Lo inquire about Rivervdiew’s history, I began
4o Ahink abowt my home church, SE. Mark, and ouwr 25%th
anniversany. In my reminiscing abouwt S$L£. Mark, I put two and
two togethern., "Hey,” I said to mysely, -yes, I actually said,
"Hey,”- "I could do +the church history of St. Mark forn my
senlon Chuneh Historny Papern, since everyone 4rom 4irst year on
at the Seminary hnows that there 44 a Church History Papern
assigned Ain Sendon yeor.

I had my *topic. I knew I would do my paper on S$t. Mark.
But now I asked myseld, "How am I going to proceed?” "How I
am going to proceed?” ib the purpose of this forewornd. I khnow
I could have spent time and pages on the in depth tracing o4
the historny of all the meetings and comnittees and
onganizations and school functions and the ways and reabons
born oun worship, but I have deeided +to do differently,
although I nealize evenylhing L4 Amporntant.

This papen 44 intended to give a comprehensive hisitory o4
the Eaw Cladire, Wisconsin, Wisconsin  Luwtheran  Synod
congregation which has named itself Saint Mark Lutheran. This
paper will explore the eanly beginnings of St. Mark, our
minisitens and how St. Mark hat grown durning thein minisiries,
and also how the Lord has blessed SL. Mark with its school,
plus a few Last wornds concenning ab Little of this and Litile
of that.

Enfoy neadding this papern. I had fun rescarnching and
waditing it So, I hope you have just asb much fun Learning
abowt yourn St. Marh Congregation.

Dedicated Lo Tohn W. Hansen, my fathen.

Dad was on the veny gfinst building committee which gave
the approvald Lo build the finst worship, education, and
bellowship complex fon St. Mark, and he aflso alwaysd wanted Lo
Aee me become a paston. This one's forn yow, Dad.
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Chapter 1
I The Beoglnning

" T
LLsE G- T LS )

1967 was quite a veay . The Green Bay Packers won thely
second straight champlonship, their first Super Bowl and lived
wp Lo "Titletown U.S.68." as Green Bay’'s nickname, by defeating
the Kansas Clty ChiefTs by the score of 35-10 on January 15,
Yince Lombardi vesigned as the Head Coach of ths Packers soon
afterwards and took the Head Coaching Jjob at Washington to
coach the Redskins,

But to a few Tamilies in the Eau Claire vicinity, 1987
will be move than a merve memory of football. Yes, 1967 will
stand out in their memories as the year when St. Mark
Evangelical Lubthevran Church bscame incorporated and a Tull-
Tledged church.

1992  is the 25Bth anniversary of the incorporation of
that little church. In commemoration of Lthe 25 vears of
amazing grace that God, the Father, Son, and Holy $pirit, has
showared upon his children in the sSt. Mark congregation, this
is Lhe history of 3t. Mark.

Like Lhe reason for many beginnings, there has Lo be a
need.  And need there was!  Three families, alwin and Thelma
sk, Ken and Cavol Trehey, and LaVevrne and Lovrvalne Velblter
gach had a common need. They all wanted a church that would

ministey to them in the Lyubh and purensss of Lhe gospel .



Eventhough theve were obhey Evangelical Lubtheran Synod
churches in Fau Claire, churches with which the Wisconsin
Synod is in Tellowship, sach family wanted to keep with the
same liturgy and heritage of the WELS., Independently, without
knowledge of what the other families were doing, in Januavy of
1966, each Tamily contacted Pastor H. Marcus Schwartz of
Menomonie, WL, Lo ses If there would bs a possibility of
starting a Wisconsin Lutheran Synod Church in Eau Claire.

Their pravers and requests were answered and granted. On
March &, 1966, Pastor Schwartz held the Tirst service for the
tiny group of belisevers. The Tirst service was held at 10:30
A.M., in the Youth Center Room of the YMCa, located at 700
Graham Ave. in Eau Clairve. After an attendance of 14, this
lLittle flock continued to worship on a "Sundayv-only" basis at
the YMCA as Pastor Schwartz and Vicar Robert Berg of Bever
Settlement ministered to them.

Being excited about worshipping, the little flock wanted
obthaers to worship with them, so they entered a listing in the
Fau Claive Church Divectory in the local Eau Clairve Dailly
Telegram. It read:

"WISCONSIN SYMOD  Services 10530 am.

YHCH Youth Center. Robert Berg, pastor.'
~March 25,1966,

The room in which the three Tamilies worshipped at the
YMCA was aquibte the place Tor a service. The Youth Cenber Room
at. the "' owas in the basement. Fach Sunday, the fTamillies

had Lo clean up, then selt up the yoom for services and also
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take down the materials which consisted of two candles, a
waod@iicrogag and some paraments which covered a table that
was used as the altar, and then pack them away in an old army
trunk that was stored in a side room in the "Y."

The cost to use the rvoom was $10.00 sach Sunday. A
letter written to Mrs, L. A. Vetter confirms the price. It is
interesting that the rveservabtlions Ffor Lhe voom were made in
the name of $t. Paul Lutheran Church of Menomonie, Wisconszin.
That would be natural since Pastor Schwartz, from St. Paul’s,
was the worship leadery and since St. Mark was not on its own
two Teet velt. The lstter resads:

Apyil 20, 1966
Dear Mrs. Velter:

This is tao confirm our conversation on the
telechone that the Youth Center Room will be
available to the St. Paul Lutheran Church each
Sunday morning, until we are informed differently.

The charge will be $10 per Sunday.
Sincerely yours,
Vie Johnson{ signed)
Asst ., General Secoretary
On Lthe 19th of Apvil, 1966, there was an organizational
meeting held in Menomonie to make a request to the Wisconsin Synod
that a mission church be stavited in Fau Claire. The synod honored
the request and declared the little group of believers a mission
church.
Soon after the little church received its mission status, ths

church engaged itsel? in one of what is now an annual occurrance

and fun way to spend a Sunday afternoon in June. In June of 1966,

Wisconsin Lul
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the about to be St. Mark held its fivst congregational plenic.
This is an event that has been eagevly awalted by the whole
congregation and Lhe collegians ever since.,

Still, the members knew what took top pricority in their lives.
They knew that worshioping and serving theiy Lord and Savior Jesu
Christ, first and foremost, was the most important. They showed
that by carrying on the sacvament that the Lord Jesus instituted on
the same night on which he was betrayed. Oon July 24, 1966, the

rabt worship service With the celebration of the Lord’s Supper was
held at the YMC& with a total of eight souls communing.

In the late summey of 1966, Pastor Schwarhz vealized thalt this
little congregation needad thelr own pastor to care for them, so he
wrobe Lo retived Pastor Kurt Timmel of Wausauw, Wisconzin, asking
Fim 1T he would conduct the services which he had started. Pastor
Timmel gladly and enthusiastically accepted the opportunity and
wrote to Mr. L. A. Vetter on September 7, 1966, inTorming him that

he would be leading the services:

Deay Mr. Vetlsr,

I Just received a letter From Pa
informing me that I am to conduct the &
Claire beginning this coming Qunam/

I will be there in ample time to make any particular
arrangenents necesnary.

Numbers for the servicei-

340
451
400

54

Tt will be a pleasure to meelt you and to work with
YOU

stor Schiwartz
ervice

to
rvice at Fau

Sincarely,
Kurt A, Timmell{ sig

,\{},



So, Pastor Kurt Timmel came oub of rvebtivement Lo hold ths
services fTor the tiny congregation but only on a "Sunday—only"
basis.,

After Autumn and two-thirds of Winter had passed with Pastor
Timmel leading the services, the Lime had come for the congregation
to come up with a name Tor itself.

At the same time as the First officers of the congregation
were chosen, the name St. Mark, selected because St. Mark’s
Writings represent what the charter members wanted to stand for,
officially was the choice for the congregation at an organizational
meeting Iin Menomonie, Wi., at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, an
February &, 1967. The officers were as Tollows: President, Mr.
Laverne Vebtter; Vice President, Mr. alwin Keck:; and Secretarvy-
Treasurer , Mr. Ken Trehev,

One day sarlier on the 4th, at the annual meeting, the members
were officially accepted into membership. All regular attenders,
the new members were: MrR. ALWIN aNp Mrs . THELMa Kook

Mrsses ALDEHMEID , GERTRUDE , & MaRIE ZUEHLKE
MR, LA Ao Mrs ., Lorracng VeTter ( Gary ,Marik ,SuE )
Miz . KeEN anb Mrs . Carol Tredey (Terrr: ano Marec ),

Although on the oubtside the little church was moving vight
along, things did not seem to be going well at all in February.
Mr. Vetter wrote Lo Lhe Mission Board of Lthe Western Wisconsin
District informing them that if some other, more substantial

o

measUures wers nobt taken ab St Mark, the growth of the church was
not going to happen. Knowing that the shortage of pastors was even
evident In the 60’s, Mr. Vebtter suggested Lhat mavbe a vicar or

J

upper-classmnan Trom the Seminary could stay for the summer and do
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some evangelism canvassing wovrk until a perymanent man could be
called, Otherwise he asked iT it would be better Tor the members
Lo attend churceh in Menomonie oy in Bever Setilement.

There was a very bright spot in the haze of uncertainty. On
February 7, Pastoy Schwartz vecelved a letter from Gracs Lutheran

Sunday School in Eau Clailre, Michigan. The letter was:

Dear Pastor:

Ouy Sunday Schoal, Grace Lutheran of Fau Claire,
Michigan, have decided to send the monthly collections to
different missions and therefore the month of January was
chosern For the Fau Claire, Wisconsin Mission and we would
like for vou to see that it is received by them

e thank you wvery much and hope that this will help &
tittle.
Sincerely In Christ,
Grace Lutheran Sunday Scohool
In éapril of the same vear ., President of the Western Wisconsin
Distyict, Rev., Car)l Mischke and Rev. Henry Paustian, District
Mission Beard Chairman, came up to Fau Claire to see the growth

LTl would be Teasible to

@
~
<
&

potential of the mission and also Lo

make St. Mark part of a dual parish with St. Peter in Elmwood, Wi..

The two men decided to make the two a dual parish and to give

€

the call for these two churches to the Assignment Committee, the

the synod, They could then assign a

District Presidents of
candidate from the Seminary as the pastor.

Soon after the Téﬁogntwanoe tyip te the EFau Claire arsa and
the submission of the call to the assignment Committes, Candidate

Foa, Kogley was assigned, Iin May of 67, to the Jjoint call of st

o



Marvk, Fau Claive, and $t. Peter, Elmwood, WI.
The Rev. Henry Paustian, District Mission Board Chailrman, in

a newsletber writben in April of 1967, states the reason Tor the

o3

Fusing of the two calls:

"To this time, our new Eau Claive mission has been
served out of Wausau with Sunday services only., but
currently an atbemplt is being made to amalgamabte this
mission with a small congregation in Elmwood, 3% miles
distant, which is losing its pastor and probably wol
not be able to continue on its own."

Meanwhile during the month of May, after synod gave Lheir
approval to select a church site, St. Mark looked to purchases thely
oWn proparty For their own worship Facility. They found fTor sale
a cholce plece of property, the same plot on which the church
stands today, on Lthe south side of Eau Claire. an "OfTer Lo
Purchase" was drawn up on May 15th with the figure of $27,000 the
offer. Mr. Roy Langdon owned the land.

There were many bulldings on the property. On the southsast
corner of State and Hamilton, therve was a house which today still
stands but was moved and is being used as the parsonags. Bahind
the house, along Hamilhon, stood a garvage and also a barn.

In June of "67, Pastor Harvold Eckert, Sescretary of the Board
of Trustees of the WELS, approved the Langdon propervity for the site
of the Tuture St. Mark church.

The once small group of three families now had a chureh, a
called pastor on the way, and a potential plot of land on which
they would build their worship Tacility. In the pericd of a vear

and a half, the Lord certainly showed his amazing grace.
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Our First Colled Pastor
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T July of 1967, the Roman Calbholic Church was at Lhe
center of the rveligious world. Pope Paul VI planned a two day
visit to Istanbul, Turkey, to discuss unibty with the scumenical
patriarch of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Athenagovas 1,

When Pope Paul and athenagoras met, Lhey sxchanged kisses of
peace in Istanbul ’s church of $t. George. This was the first time
that a pope had entered and praved in an Fastern Orthodox churceh.

Eventhough it sssmed like the world was Tocused Bm on this
historical visit, St. Mark was focussed @m on Fredevrick A. Kogler
thelr new pastor who arriv@d:;ﬁa$ installed on July 24. Pastor
Kogley was ovdained and installed at $t. Peter July 17.

Pastor Kogler was from MNorth St. Paul, MN. He was from the
graduating class of 1967 and was assigned to $t, Petey, Elmwood and
St. Mark, Eau Claire, WI. He served his vicarship under Pastor
Marw Doelger in Winner and Witten, S0,

First on the priovrity list for Pastor Kogler was Lo get to
know the people and the prospects in the Eau Claive wvicinity.
Living in Elmwood though posed a problem of being immediately
avallable. But Pastor Kogler managed Lo get avound and meet the
members of St, Peter and S$t. Mark. God blessed this effort at st,
Pater by increasing thely average attendance and also the same way

at St. Mark.
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Pastor Kogler also wanted to get both churches standing on
their own two Teebt. For Fau Claire, that meant incorporation., It

had been on Lhe minds of the council in the past and now it b

come to a reality. However , there was still a mattey of finalizing
the purchase of the Langdon property staving Pastor Kogler and Lhe
Council in the face.

$t. Mark needed to obtain the desd and obher necessary papers
from the American Mational Bank. american Mational Bank had besen
given the papers after Mr. Rovy Langdon’s representatives had done
a survey of the land and drawn up the legal papers for the land.

replied
When $t.Mark asked the bank aboubt the papers, the bank had e )

y)

that St. Mark they needed to come up with the payment and then they
would release the papers Lo Sh, Mark.

on August 30, Paul Unke, the Fiscal Executive of the Board of
Trustess of the WELS sent off a check amounting Lo $24,300 written
out Lo american National Bank to close out the deal for the Langdon
propeybty . In turn, ameryican National Bank sent the synod coples of
the necessary papers after all the details had been Tinallized. StL.
Mar k now had thely propeviy on which they could bulld theivy chuvrch,
Thanks be to God!

Naturally, worship of the gracious, Savior God, the sams one
we wWorship, continued at the "Y', Opevation of the St. Mark

mission g

&2

of October 17, consisted of setting up the room at the

LU

v'oTor sevvice., Those who pilicked up students from the Universiit:

were exempt that Sunday from the setting up, but that was also part

of the operation.



In a telephone conversabtion, Pastor Kogler told me how bthat

began. It began with a Tew collegians coming to the sserwvi %38

sunday . The collegians who attended the service would then go back
Lo campus and spread the word around about St. Mark. Posters wers
pul up as o when the services were held and bthat St. Mark would

provide vides Tor them to and from church. In the beginning of the

" "o,

"campus pilok-up, the Vebttery Tamily was the sole "pilicker—-upper

However , the response thalt Pastor Kogler recelved from the
colleglians was so great thalt the attendance each Sunday was usually
comprised of half members, half collegians. St. Mark needed more
than the Lthree or four cars Lo plek up students, bub that did
matter. The students found ways Lo get to church. Pastor Kogler
really got the whole UWEC Campus Ministyy going and thriving.

Aanothey interesting comment I veceived involving the students
was during a conversation with Pastor Prahl. He told me that Lhe
aynod was not quite sure 1T the congregation would fly vyelving only
on the ryegular members, bub that the church would flourish with the
student attendance enhanced by the pilck-up.

Other operations included an ushsying system. The duties of

the mission usher were to collect and distribute bulletins,

a weekly record of attendance, to distribute hymnals and to make
sure that they are plicked up and put into boxes for storage.
Last in the list of operations, but hardly the least, was fthe

organist, Mra, Vetter was the rvegular organist but both pastor and
she welcomed any substitubes,

The worship of St. Mark went along smoothly, but the official

10



needs were lacking. There was no constitution as of veb. That was
next on the agenda. At a speclial congregational meeting on
Movembey 11, one more glant step for St., Mark was pevmitted by the
Lord. St. Mark adopted their constitution. Also at the mesting,

the officials were again elected for thely termzs. Mr. H. Welss

W&

4]
&

aelected as President for 3 vears: Mr. D. Schutte was elected as

Secretary  Tor 2 vearss; and Mr. L. Helinemann was elected as

Ay

Treasurey fTor 1 vear. No one esired to be elscted Tor ths
Financial Secretary.

It did not take long after the adoption of the constitution
that $t. Mark became Incorporated. It happenesd on Novembery 30,
1967, the day that the charvter three fTamilies of $t. Mark will
most likely rvemembey, rather than the Packer’s champilonship team,
On the Tollowing page is a copy of the incorporation form.

Since its incorporvation $t. Mark grew guickly. The attendance
aquickly rvose and the need for a permanent church bullding was
churning in the minds of the members. The ildea was brought up in
meeting and was approved,

In Marveh of 1968, synod approved a bullding program fTor the
mission. With the expansion of the Synod’s Oubreach and the rapid
growth, St, Mark was selected as the piloh project Tor bthe newly
developsed architectural department of the General Board Tor Homs
Missions.

With such a great responsibility in front of them, and such a
great stepn Iin the history of a church body, building the worship

facility could not be left up to Jjust anvons. So, the congregation

11



CERTIPICATE OF INCORPCRATION

8T, MAUK EVANGELICAT LUTHERAN CHURCH

KNCW ALL MEW BY THSST PRESTNTS:

That ths un;i;rsizncd Harocld Yelaz, Donald Schuste,
and Leslia Helnsmann and those who ars 3r 29y become assacintad
Wlth Shem for L2 purpnoses bersin apecifiad hava organized
thamselves Int. a religlous soclety of the Yisconsis :‘T.rm:agalzcal
Latheran Syned, locstad in the City of Zau Claire, in tué apunty
of Zau Clairs, and shtate of h‘i‘.-;\conam, for religtous, shagitabls ',

and edueatlional purpaaes, which socisaty 3nall oa Xnewn.and

Ineorgorated by the name »f 3¢, Mark Evangellcal Tutheran Chudeh.

Dated at Zau Claire, Wiscoasin this 20t day

of November, 1967.
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in a meeting on april 146, 1968, chose a bullding committ The

members of that very first buillding commitites were Mr. John Hanszen,
My . Donald Schutte, and Mr. L.a. Vetter., HMr. Schutte was wobted in
as chailrman on May 18.

The duties of the bullding committes entalled looking into all
the various aspects of remodeling the present facility. There was
a strong Teeling though, against selling of T any of the propeviy.
The preliminary thought was to gut the house and use that as =a
chapal .

In one of the initial meetings of the Building Committese, it

had to be decided wheather it would be wisey Lo builld

chapel" for $30,000 or to wait until the spring of
Lo get $50,000 to bulld a first phase chapel bullding on the corner

of Hamilton and State.

after Pastor Kogler had sxplained thalt the
would increase  and that ‘membership would increase because of
transfers inkto St.Mark, there was a motion thabt the Joint Chuvch
Council and Building Committes recommend te the voters that the

propesed "pastovate-chapel” be built. Pastor Kogler scon athar

131

*

called Pastor Paustian for a $30,000 loan,

The "pastorate-chapel" was Lo serve a two-Told purpose. Firsh
of all, it would serve as a temporary worship facility and then it
would be a home Tor the pastor.

The high emotions were stunned in a mesting on Cotobser &,

Pastor Kogler infTormed the Bullding Committes that svnod had

changed the course of 8t. Mark’s building program. However , synod

13



thought that because bthere was so much interest in the bullding
program, it would be best 1T Sbt. Mark would builld a chapel bullding

on the west end of the property. In the Tubture, syvnod thought, it
could be used as a school and a new larger church could be bullt iIn
conjunction with the existing building. The sxisting house on the
property would not be sold, but used as the parsonage.

The motion was made, secondsd and approved, The Bullding
Committee recommended to the wvoters that St. Mark ask Tor the
$50,000 for the buillding. The recommendation was Jjovously pasmsed,

St. Mark now planned to build the church. The contact man for
St . Mark conceyning the styucture was Duane andeyson, the Synodical
Architect. Mr. anderson drew up the blueprints which became the
pilot project Tor the architectural Development Department of the
Board for MHome Missions.

The Eaw Claire Dailly Telegram printed an article entitled "Naw

Building Planned by Church Here" about the planning of the church

in the Sunday paper on September 7, 1969:

"The new building will seat 200, It will include the
fellowship hall, a combination study and office, a kitchem anl
a mother’s room. It will be a one story structure with cocoa brown
brick facing.

It is a Tivst unit of a planned three unit complex, according
to Rev. Kogler. The ultimate use of the first unit will be for a
gymnasium while the others will house a church and day school.

It is interesting Lo note that Pastor Kogler helped out with

cdesigning some of the interior Ffurniture for worship. Pastor

Kogley designed the present cross, altar, communion rall,

and pulpit. He helped with the design of the altar cloths and also

1

with the light fixtures that presently hang in the nave, the placs

14



of wovship., There used to be the same Llighting in the fellowship

hall, but that Fform of lighting was changed when the school began.

The original bullding measuved 109°x 477, and was ¢
with a little bit of MNoah’s ark influence in mind. The total cost
for the bullding with all of its Turnishings van Lthe congregabtion

about $95,000. September 7., 1969 was the groundbreaking davy Tor

the blessing God so gracilously had granted. 116 peopls wer:
attendance Tor the ceremony.

It seemed like no time had passed until the church itselT had
been built. From the groundbreaking on September 7, 1969, to the
dedication on Mavch 8, 1970, there was a bLime span of only 5
months

Dedication was a very special day. It was anothser ona of the
manifestations of God’s amazing grace. Once again, 3L, Mark pub a
notice into the newspaper. The article from the March &, 1970
imsue mentioned that there would be a dedication of St. Mark
Lutheran Church and that there were going to be two services, one
at 10:30am and one at 3pm,

The guest speaker Tor the early service was Pastor MNorman
Berg, the Execulive Secretary for the Board of Home Missions of Lhe

WELS. The guest speaker Tor the afterncon service was Pastor 0.7,

Maumann, President of the WELS., The two liturgists were Pashbor
ogler in the early service and guest liturgist Pastor Schwartz
from Menomonie in the late.

210 people worshipesd and rejoiced together in the early

service. In the afterncon service therve was a crowd of 430 pesople



who gathered Lo thank the Lord Tor the gift that he gave Lo Lhe St
Mark congregation., AL the time of the dedication, 112 souls called

aach Sunday .

<

Lhemsslves members of St. Mark with an average of 11
The dedication even made 1t into the pages of the May 10, 1970,
issue of Lhe "MNorthwestern Luthevan,” Lhe officlal peviodical
publication of the WELS.

That wasn’t all the happenings Tor the vear. In apvil of
1970, Pastor Kogler accepted the call from St. Mark to be its full-
time pastor. Vacabtion Bible School was held for the first time in
June. and in October, Pastor Kogler moved into the parsonage at its
newly rvelocated pogition, Lhe very same place it 1z in now.

1971 held a fTew changes for sSt. Mark also. In May., LThe

sidewalk, curb and gubter was pub in on the Hemilton side of
property.  In the summer, our present bell was bought from Luther
Hospital and the Tlag pole was installed.

During the few years Paator Kogler was at St. Mark, the church
bul lding was not the only highlight. Pastor Kogler, who, from Lhe
word go, had alwavs been 1In favor of Christian education, wanbted
to start a Chyistian Day School as well.

He planned this out very carefully. Pastor got the wheels in

motion and, as the Lovd willed, he founded the S, Mark Christian

Day School. More details come in chaplter 4, Since St. Mark

- auite ready vebt for a CDS, he instigated a Saturday School

—

o
LY OGY am. The children would come to school on Saturday morning
Trom 9:00 - 11:00 Tor Bible History lessons and activities. Theve

Wwas a short break too. The purpose was not to have a substitutes
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Ffor sSunday School -~ sunday School starvbted in Sephember of 1967

)

but to give the members a taste of Christian Education and to us
this as a shtepping stone to a day school.

The idea was a success. The members favorably welcomed the
Saturday School program. There was only one obther parvochial
school , Epiphany Lutheran School, in the Eau Claire area at the
time and that was Missouri Synod.

fs the Saturday School program  grew  in number andl
acceptability, the thought of having a full time day school drew
ever so much closer.

The time had come Lo decide whether or nobt Lo open the doors
to a school. The congregation had given itfsupport to the Saturday
School ., would they do the same toward a day school? According to
Pastor Kogler, there was noe problem in the wanting. but the
support, since the church was a lLittle toesmall, was the concern.

Three Tamilies took the challenge and stepped forward to get
the school going. as Pastor Kogler called ik, "It was a venture of

Taith." George Shakev, Mr. and Mrs. L.A. Vetter, and Mr. and Mrs.
Ken Trehey made thab venture Lo start Lhe school. In a matter of
three short vears, the one time dream that Pastor Kogler had of a
school was bscoming a vesalllby.

January 1972 proved Lo be the month that the Lord granted
anokther praver. In a January Voter’s Mesting., the congragabtion
gave its approval for the Christian Day School.

after spending 1972 preparing Tor the new academics alb St.

Mark, the Roard of Fducation, in a January ‘73 Council Meeting,
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raceived the green light Tor calling a Christian Day School
teacher . What a true blessing from the all-gracious God!

With a new building, a school about to start for Lthe 73-74

0

school vear and so much else going on, what would make a pastor

want Lo change his place of service? A divine call would do Jjust

that .
Yery early in the month of January 1973, Pastor Kogler
recaelived a call to Columbia, Missouri. With much praver, advice,

and consideration, Pastor Kogler Telt it was in the best interest
of the Kingdom of God to accept the call, For some parsonal
reasons, tLhough, he nseded to decline the call to Missouri however
tLhe Minnesota Distyict bthen issued him another call in February to
Emmanuel , West $t., Paul, Minnesota, That call he accepted and
baegan serving.

That left the almost 6 vear old, incorporated congregation
without a lesader. In a call meeting on January 15, 1973, the
church voted to call Pastor Ronald Waterstradt to be its new pastor
aftey vecelving an unanimous vobte. Also during the same meebting,
there was a motion to call Pastor John Zickuhr, of Bevers
Settlement, as the vacancy pastor. That passed too.

In a meeting on January 28, Pastor Zickuhr happily accepted
the call to be the wvacancy pastor and would nob try Lo change
around the schedules of st. Mark too much.

Aftery abtemphting to call 4 pastors from the Tield, Pastors
Waterstradt, Edward Schaews, Carl Pagel, and Charles Tessmer, all

of whom declined the call Lo St.Mark, the congregation decided to
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go Lo the Assignment Committes Tor a Candidate as its pasbtor.

St. Mark knew what "Call Davy" was all about alrveady. S$t. Mark
received its fivst pastor through "Call Davy" and Just a few davs
before the 1973 "Call Day" at the Seminary, the Doctor Martin
Luthery College “"Call Day" affected St. Mark when Miss Charlotte
Fitschen (the future Mrs H.H. Prahl) received her assignment to St.
Mark as its first parochial school teacher.

On May 27, 1973, the aAssignment Committee assigned Candidate
Herbert H. Prahl to be the pastor of $t. Mark, Eau Claire and St.
John, Hay Creek. The MHay Creek church was added to the call at the

vyacommendation of the voteys in the January meebing earliev in the

YEAarT Pastor Kogler had been serving $t. John, Hay Creek since
1968,

During the time of the wvacancy the parsonage was cleaned up
and sharpenaed up by the Ladies Guild and plavoround seguipment was
positioned on the south side of the church.

Praise God for all he did during the ministyy of Frederick

Kogler . Me truly brought about His will. Mis word alwavs was
proclaimed, He did greatr things for St. Mark. Praise his holy
name !
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Migss Charlotte Filtschen was a native of Lake City, MM, Shes
was assigned to Fau Clairve and graduated from Dr. Martin Luther
College in May of 73, The beginning of her teaching career began
as a student teacher at Peace Luthevan in Hartford, WI.

Miss Fitschen’s Tull-Lime teaching began at St. Mark on August
24, the date that also marked the opening of St. Mark Lutheran
Christian Day School. There was only a half day of school on the
24. The Tollowing Monday, aAugust 27, was the first full day of
classes,

With school now going, Pastor Prahl Jumped rvight into the
saddle and got Lo work, He thraew himsel? right into ths WELS
Campus Ministry and ministered to the students as well as his
mambers.

Campus Ministry has always been a strong part of the St. Mark
history. Ever since Pastor Kogler initiated the ministyy in the
late 607w, Campus Ministry has been readily accepted and has besen
a blessing Lo St., Mark.

Pastor Kogler had done a wonderful job with the students, but
Pastor Prahl came into his own and made the Campus Ministvyy a vital
part of the church.

fs was mentioned before, it has been sald that $t. Mark
mission would not Flourish on its own but needed the support from
the college.

I asked Pastor Prahl Just what 1z so 1lmportant about the

H

Campus Ministyy, Me answered in a couple of ways, Fivst of

all," he said, "it gives the students a way to get to church and



worship when othevwise they might not." Pastor also sald, "Campus
Ministry makes them Teel loved and important."

Pastoy enphasized that Campus Minlstry does as well as it does
due to the ‘campus pick-up.’ The ‘campus pick-up’® intensifles the
effectiveness of Lthe program grealbly.

Campus Ministry has the purpose of Jjust what the name implies.
Campus Ministry serves the students as the WELS CAMPUS MINISTRY
MISSION STATEMENT savs, "The WELS Campus Ministry exists to make
disciples For Jesus Christ on secular campuses. This work shall he

acoomplished by nurturing, training, training and equipping WELS

congregations, students and Iinterested individuals to witness and
veach out tow those campuses.” 1t brings church to them and them
to church. During meetings, there is a Rible study and discussion
on a whole variety of topics remembering that all is discussed from
a Biblical Trame of mind.

The students ssem to enjoy the organization. They have made it
Lheiy own and have planned retreats, oubings, and have made phone
calls for their mailing list. Just rvecently, in 1991, the
collegilans and menbers of SL. Mark have Joined forces Lo begin a
‘Host Family’ program in which a family from $t. Mark has a
collegian over Tor supper, to wabtch a game on T.V., ov Just to
visit,

Pastor Prahl has definitely done a wonderful Job with
this wvery vital part of ths ministry while in his vyeavs at $t.
Mark. The Lord has blesses his efTorts in such a way that the synod

has vecognized his work for the Lovd in calling him to be the
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Chalyman of the Campus Ministry Commithtes. The Lovrd has definitely
blessed his efforts and we give thanks to God.

4

Campus Ministyy is wvitally important, but Pastor Prahl’s call
Just isn’t to the students at UW-Fau Claire. He is the shepherd of
Sk, Mark and he has guided 86, Mark through quite a Journey in his
19 vears,

1974 proved to be a quiet vear Tor Pastor as if being a pastor
fresh out of the Seminary was not anough. Therse werse a Tew
prominent events that happened in 1974,

The first thing that happened was the completion of the firsh
vear of operation for $t. Mark CDS. That in itself was tremendous,
& mission church of only 6 vears of existence supported, as best it
could, along with help from synod, its school with no problems.
Miss Fitschen stood fivm and was nobt driven out of the Leaching
ministry by the energetic, little group of pupils. Then on the
final day of classes, Pastor Prahl led the closing service which
was Tollowed by a pilcenic featuring a grill-out. In August, as the
Lovd willed, the second vear of classes beagan.

fs the Tirst semester of the second school vear came to an
and, the students could nobt wailt a minute longer for vacation. Miss
Fitschen nor Pastor Prahl could wait either ~ for a diffsrent
reason obhey Lhan Jjust wvacabtion. on December 28, 1973, Pashor

Herbert Prahl and Miss Charlotte Fitschen became one in the Lord as

Lhey made theiy promises to sach othery beafore the Lord and guests
on thelr wedding dav. They were married at St. John Lutheran

Church in Lake City, MM.
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So, when the students veburned from vacabion, btheir bLeachey
still looked the same but hery name had changed. Did that cause a
stir! as one of those students, T, a Little third grader, remember
being a little confTused at times as to what to call her. 1 heard
guite a Tew "Mrs., Prells’  from my fellow students whoe could not
get out the "Prahl.’” In a short time, though, everything was back
Lo normal. 20 was the business of the chuvrch.,

However , Mras. Char Prahl’s beginning a married life msant an
end Lo her Lteaching at St. Mark, but only for a while. On January
9, 1975, The Board of Education reluctantly acceplted the
raesignation of Chay Prahl . In the same mesbing, 1t was decided thatl
a new teacher should start on August 1.

1975 proved to be a vear of bLyansition. Mot only did st
Mark say ‘good-bye’ to their teacher and ‘welcome?® to the new one,
but st. Mark also started saving their ‘Tarewells’ to the King
James Version of the Bible.

The MNew International Version of the Bible had come onto the
scene. Yes, there were thoss who opposed the translation, but the
MIV was and is much esasier Lo understand because it was translabted
in to the language of today.

To convinee a congregation who had so styongly held to the KIV

for so long, changing the version of the Rible that is used must be

e

handled carefully, very carefully. and that was how it was handled,

At a mesting on December 15, 1975, there was a motion to print

the New Testament Scripture rveadings on a bullebin inseri - the 0ld
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Testamsnt was not avallable vebt, That motion passed and the
practice of printing the Scripture rveadings on & bulletin insert
continued.

1975 also saw the birth of the ‘Let’s Get aAcquainted’ picture
bhoard, the consent to pave bthe parking lot, a project thalt was
supported solely by Ken Trehey, another new teacher Bonnie Zastrow,
and Kindergartan, which Char Prahl taught,

That brings us to 1976, the 10#énniver$ary of the start of St.
May k. What a cause to celebrate and gilve thanks to the Lovd! &
service was planned on March 14 with the synodical president Pastor
Carl Mischkse preaching In the 9:30am service. Pastor M. Marcus
Schwartz preached in the 7:30pm service. The concert choir Tvom
Dy . Martin Luther College also Joinsd 8t. Mark in the Testivities
by praising the Lord with song.

In ten vears sSt. Mark obssrved a church bullding, a school,
two new pastors, two new teachers and many more members. The
influx of members along with the larger numbey of college students
attending caused a shortness of chalr space. There needed to be a
change; Lhere had to be anothery sevvice added so there would be
enough voom Lo sit. On July 25, 1976, the motion carried to have
Lwo serwvices each Sunday movning., September through May, at 8:30am
and 10330am.

Come November of 1976, $t. Mark still had some rveservations

about the Mew Testament NIV, Those people who had any guestions

ware Lo direct them to pastor. Gradually, $t. Mark accepted the

translation and it has been used sver since.
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The Lord gracliously blessed 3t. Mark with the increase of

menbers and colleglians attending church. But he also blessed the
school in enrolment causing anotbher shoriness of space. That led
the church to go ahead and build on an education wing.

A Bullding Committes was selected including Michael Benrud,
John Brandt, Murray Knecht, Michael Koehlevr, Pastor Prahl, George
Shakery , Jay Stuedemann, and Ted Zenda {(Chaivman).

The men went to work acquiring estimates on construction and
obtaining the proper legal papers, on  August 7, 1977, Lhe
official groundbreaking for the educational wing of St. Mark
commenced the beaginming of the nesw school rooms.

The construction was completed by the start of the second
semaster of school. Miss aAndrea Dunsmoory, who veplaced Bonnie
Zastvrow, and her students moved from thelir one room school to their
new educational wing soon afterwards.,

The addition had six rooms just as it does now. Pastor had a
new office which is now Lthe departmental classvoom Tor CDS and Tor
sunday School, a custodial room, two bathrooms, and twoe classrooms.
The Tormer classyoom became the present Fellowship Hall,

Dedication of the additional wing occurrved on March 6, 1978,
at 4:00pm. Only the great amount of voluntesy work on the addition
accelerated the completion so the dedication could take place so

soon after the groundbreaking.

]

The Lord in his limitless love, showsred his blessings upon
the $t. Mark congregation From its beglivming in 1964 Lo 1978 and on

from there. God especially showed that his ever protecting hand
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was over the church bullding and school in the summer of 1980,

IF vou vemember how I started out this chapter, July’s seemed
Lo be momentous months for St. Mark. The 1980 July proved the
game, On July 15, in the evening., it seemed as if the whole sky
let loose with hey Tury. The clouds, without much warning at all,
twisted and turned and howled and conjured up a storm as filerce as
anyone had ssen In Eau Claire in the recent genevation.

The storm left its mark evervwhere the eyve could seer trees
waere down, roofs were vipped of f of houses, carvs were Lhrown around
like tovs. St. Mark was not spared the damage. The voof was ripped
open From altar Lo entry, hymnals were soaked, and the carpeting
was drenched.

However , God meant this for the good of St. Mark. Members

voluntesred theiv time out of Christian love Lo clean up. The roof
was vepaired being better than it was in the first place and the
only cost to the congregation was for the added insulation in the
roof ., The rvest, including carpet and hymnals, was paid for by
insurance, One of the blessings from this was that the gas bill
cdropped in half Tor the winter.

God surely showed his grace and in 1981, St. Mark once agaln
worshipped the Lord in an anniversary service, 1981 marked the
15th anmiversary of the beginning of the congregation.

The celebration occurved with guest speaker Pastor Fred Kogler
preaching In both services on March 15, Pastor Prahl mentioned in
the bulletin for the day that if st. Mark had kept all its members

up to that point there would have been an guestimated membership of
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aboult 500 communicants,

Since St. Mark had grown greatly in number and membervships,
the congregation decided to pub together a pictorial directory.
Midwest Studics of Rockford, Il. put the dirvectory together.

St Mark was growing. Its FTamilies were growing and the Prahl
family was no exception. With the pastor’s family enlarging, the
parsonage needed axbtya 1oom. May of 1982 marked the
groundbreaking for the parsonage addition. It was completed and
was dedicated In August. This was Just one more way the Lord had
shown his love,

1983 ushered in the beginning of the Family Bible School.
This took the place of the VBS program and was intended Lo get the
entirve Tamily, parents and children, into Hible study. FBS was a
smash hit. Envollment was wvery sncouraging and FBS is still a part
of the summer education in God’s Word at St. Mark.

St. Mark had grown, grown Lo the point of being to” large for
its 1986 Tacility. So the plans were set into motion for ancther
addition. This time 1t was going to be an addition to Lhe wovrship
area. The plans were Lo add an extra thirty feet to the west end
of the church so more people could worship. The addition was
ratified in the spring of 1984, The groundbreaking ceremony was
Meld on August 10, Previous Lo the groundbreaking, Bob Brown and
Fred Klingbeil drew up the architectural blueprints for the
addition in the summey .

Construction went on without a hitch except for one delavy.

The delay had to do with some NSP cables. The cables needed to bhe



moved before Lhe work could commencs.

Once  again, after much hard, volunteer labor from the
congregabion, S$t. Mark had ancther blessing From God. On Mavch 1,
1987, the new addition was dedicated. Don Bitter addressed the
congregaltion,

The stained glass windows in the front of church were designed
by one of St. Mark’s members, John Beck, a Tormer professor at
UWEC. They were assenbled by Jean Schroeedey , another gifted member
of Sk, Mark.

The Sampler made itself known to $t., Mark in 1987, Reaction
Lo the alternate and move modern liturgical Tormabt was wvery
receptive. Actually, it was so well liked that St. Mark has not
gone back Lo page 5 or 15 of Lhe ved, "The LuLhevan Hymnal . &
pell was taken to find out the reaction and from that poll comes a
bit of trivia. It has to do with the Tavorite hymnzs of Lhe

Sampler . St. Mark’s Tavorite hymns at the time were 715, 713, and

o

708.

1987 also marked another anniversary for $t. Mark. This time

it was Lthe 20th anniversary. President Mischke wWas the guest
preacher at the 2:00pm service on November 8, Pastor H. Marcus
Schwarty spoke to the congregation Ltoo,

The 20th anniversary sparked a flow of activities. @& 20tn
anniversary commitiee sprang wp to provide an approach fTor the
celebration, to Tocus evervone’s Taith on the Trinity and the
blessings God has glven, and Lo divect the enevgles Tor the future

in wavs that serve and glorify God.



Thaere was a wonderful program after the special service., It
started off with an anniversary dinner, fTollowed by a wvideo
presentation, displavs, and a confivmation reunion. The church was
decorated with banners. The old members wore a certain color name
tag while the neswer members wore a difTerent color. Plus St. Mark
put & note about the anniversary in the Morvthwestern Lutheran. Ths
annivaersary wWas wonderful and brought about glory to God for his
grace,

But the greatest highlight of 1987 came when St. Mark went off

mimsion stabus 1t had been on since its begimming in 1966, St
Mark was now a full self-supporting church. This was quite the

armiversary gift Tor St. Mark! God’s grace showsd again.

1990 saw the absolute completion of the entrvway. The old
wall and deoor through which vouw went into the Fellowship Hall was
torn out to open the entryway a bit more. Linoleum was laid down
in front of the counter-top Tor sase of cleaning. This was all
completed in August.

What about now? 1992 has brought something completely Toreign

to St. Mark., 1992 has intyoduced the vicar program to $St. Mark.
The program was vatifiled on February 2. IT the Lord permits St.

Mark to have a wvicar, the wicavship will definitely bless the
congregation in more ways than meet the eve. Mot only will the
congregation be able te help a Seminary student grow up in Lhe
church, but he will be able to bring the Word of God to St Mark.

From a one voom school and a new church to a larvge Christlan

education complex, the Lord has certainly blessed the congregation
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called st. Mark of Fau Claire. He has used his servant Herbert
Prahl to continue to bulld up the church with the gospel. May the
Lord always peyvmit the prezaching of Hiz word be done in tyubh and
purity at St. Mark. May His grace always shine forth as it has

Lhrough prospery ity and misfTortune.,



Chapter
Whm Lion Roars
“St. Mark Lutheran Christian Day School," as Pastor Kogler
once sald, "was a total venture of Talth." %o why would anvone try

Lo do something that has no guarantee to be permanent and

e

beneficial . Cartainly the ‘'beneficial" was theyve, bult Lthe
"marmanent” was not alwavs  a glven. Whan the initial BRBeoard of

FEducation made thely Firvst infantile steps, they were being cavryied
along by the Lord, the same Lovrd who said, "Let the little children
coma unto me, FTor the kingdom of God belongs to such as bhese, Me
is also the same God whoe sald through Solomon in the book of
Proverbs, "Teach a child how he should live and he will vemembey it
all of his life."

Granted, $t. Mark Lubheran Christian Day School was never a
guarantesed thing, bub with the Lord on Lthe side of his church, he
would "make all things work out for good to those who lowve him."
That was all that was neaded.

Pastor Kogler, as was mentioned earlier, was totally for

Christian Education. Intvoducing the school mandated smoms wvery
cautious walking. Pastor bsgan introducing the school by starting

a Saturday School program and intended to use this as a stepping
stone Tor the CDS. St. Mark was not vet large enough nor ready Lo
accept the C0S idea unanimously. Howsver , Sabturday School was
raeadily accepted by the congregation.

The CDS izsue caused styife among the congregation. St. Mark
was split 50/50 as to supporting of the school . %o, Pastor Kogler



chose three men Lto be on Lhe Board of Education Lo gulde the
promotion and procedure of the school and to hopefully be able to
calm the waters with those who did not accept the idsa of the
school .

The three men ware specially chosen by Pastor Kogler. The

First of the three men was My . John Brandt, a man who had children
who would most likely go to school at St. Mark. The second man

was LaMoine Steinke who had children who would not be going to

school at 8t. Mark, but he still supported the project. The third
man was Mr. Geovrge Shaker. Mr. Shaker did not have any children

nor was he marrvied, vet he supported the school with his wholse
heart .
Pastor Kogler’s wisdom showed itself in the selection of thesse

men: one of these three men could identify with any of Lhe obher

men in the congregation whoe did not support the school and they in

\’b

turn could defend and atbempt to convince the others to change
their minds. This calmed the waters and the school took form.
All of the preparation took place in the last couple vears of
Pastor Kogler’s service at St. Mark. In two years so much was
accomplished, including the buving of the desks for the school.
Mr . Shaker vemembered that. He told me that Pastor Kogler
found an advertisement about a school in Madison, WI, selling off
its old school desks. Pastor contacted My . Shaker and the two of
them traveled to Madizon in a pilck-up with bthe mission of buving
some desks., When they arvived the two bargain shoppers found desks

Lhat were in grealb condition for St. Mark. The beat-up desks weres

&3
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bheing sold for a %1, the good desks for $4.50, Pastor and My.

Shaker returned with 15-20 good desks which St. Mark is still

&

using .

The time sorrowfully came when Pastor Kogler left St. Mark and

accepted the call to Emmanuel in West St. Paul, MM, Wowld the
school program now go down the tubes? No, it did not. The RBoard

of Education pul in their call te the aAssignment Committes Tor a

teacher and in May of 1973, Miss Charlotte Fitschen acceplted the
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assigned call.

St. Mark rveceived its new pastor, Herbert Prahl also in May
thvough the Assignment Commithes. When he arvived, one of Pashtor
Prahl’s firet official acts as pastor was to install Miss Fitschen.
She was Installsd on august 5, 1973,

The Lovrd granted St. Mark Lutheran CDS an enrollment of 10
little souls to learn that First year in the lrst Lo 5th grade.
They were Carla abbate, Kim and Kristi Brandt, Caryn and lLeanne
Brown, Tony Hansen, Jeanie HMelnemann, Tervy Pesterson, and Jacouie
and Mark Schwartz. 6éth grade was added in the 74-75 school vear
Tor Caryn Brown, the Tirst graduate from st. Mark Luthevan CDS. 7th
grade was added in 1981 and 8th grade was added in 1982, 7th and
Bth were temporarily dropped Tor room in 1983-1985,

St Mark Lutheran Christian Day School has seen many change

%

in its teachers and it can be a little confusing keeping them in
order. Mere is the list of teachers in the chronological orvder in
which they came.

1973-1974 Charlotte Fitschen {grades 1-5)
1974-1975 Chavlotte Fitschen-Prahl (1-6)
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19751976 Bonnie Zastyow (1-6) Charlobtte Prahl (Kdgn)

19761978 Andrea Dunsmoor (1-6) Charlotte Prahl (Kdgn)

1978-1979 Andresa Dunsmoor (K=-2) Nancy Heup (3-6) Charlotts
Prahl (Preschool )

1979-1980 Andrea Dunsmoory (K-2) Jay Storm (3-6) Charlotte
Prahl (Preschool)

1980~1981 Andraa Dunsmoor (K23 Jay Storm (3-7) No Preaschool

1981-1982 Andrea Dunsmoor (1-3) Jay Storm (4-8) Charlotte
Prahl (Preschool) Casey Bandelin (Kdgn & Pre

19821983 andrea Dunsmoor {1-3) Jay Storm (4~8) Casey Bandelin
{Kdgn & Pre) Preschool Helper Brenda Demulling

19831984 Karen Schinske (1-3) Jay Storm (4-6) Casey
Bandelin (Kdgn & Pre) Brenda Demulling (Pre)
19841985 Karen Schinske (1-3) John Kanter (4-6) EBEey

Randelin (Kdgn & Pra)

19851986 Karen Schinske (1-3) John Kanter (4~7) Casey
Bandslin {(Kdgn & Pre)

1986~1987 Karen Schinske (1-3) Paul Kelm (4-8) Casey Bandellin
(Kdon) Linda Kruesger (Pre)

1987~-1988 Karen Hong (1-3 David Moack (4-8) Casey Bandelin
{Kdgn) Linda Krueger (Pre)

19881990 Cherie Wehausen (1-3) David Noack (4-~8) Cassay
Bandelin (Kdgn) Linda Krueger (Pre)

1990~1991 Cherie Wehausen (1-3) David MNMoack (4-8) Casey
Bandelin (Kdgn) Charlotte Prahl (Pre)

1991-1992 Cherie Wehausen (1-3) David MNoack (4-8) Casey
Bandelin (Kdgn) Charlotte Prahl (Pre)

Paul Kelm had the unique opportunity to serve as teacher to
the missionary children in Japan for a veay after teaching in Eau
Claire,

St. Mark has also bsen blessed with being able to help train
teachers for the Teaching Ministyy by pavbticipating with DMLC in
the student teacher program. These are the students who have spent
time lsavning abt St Mark:

1979 -~ Denise Fenske

1981 — Davcil Martin

- Cindy Schultz
1982 - DawWwn Fuerstenaud
- Marie CQechler

1983 « Kristen érynold
1985 Mark Ohr

H

Through out the vears the Lord has also blassed



with its pupils. The Tivst vear of school brought about 10
students Tor Miss Fitschen to teach. The number progressively
increased from 10 bto 58 as the peak in the 1983-1984 school vear.
Currently St. Mark has 44 students enrolled, all according to the
plotures on the school hallway.

The Lord also blessed the school through the steady increase
of envoellment with a 2 classyoom additicon., In 1977, August 7 was
groundbreaking day for the school addition. Room in the Tellowship
hall Tor classvoom space was cramped. So, the church gave the “go-
ahead’” to bulld a two classroom addition. It was completed soon
after Lhe new vear and the students vushed into their new classroom
like "Sooners.® Dedication of the addition was held on March &,
1978,

The following page has a graph depicting the rise and fall of
the envollment at $t. Mark. although the mumbers are nobt alwavs
constant , the Lord’s amazing grace remains the same toward st .Mark.

athletics in schools have becoms a greater and grealter
part of education. Since 1974, Mrs. Yicki Petermann has been
devoting time to the school by bteaching physical education to the
students. Vickl has a BS Degree in Physical Education from UW-Eau
Claire.

Just in the recent past though, the athletics have heated up,
Az of 1988, St. Mark has participabted in an athlebtic program
featuring Tlag Tootball., wvollevball, and basketball in a wery

compebitive mannaer .

36



From 1873-74 school vear to 1881-92 school vear

Number of Studenls
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This "wventure of Tailth" started so long ago has blossomed by

the Lord’s grace and will into an effective and useful tool of the
minds and

chureh. Its purpose conbindes not only to educate Lhe

souls of St., Mark’s voung lambs, but proves effective in buillding

up the physical welfare of the students as well .



Chapter 5
st Mark Potpowrel

Aafter recounting the history of the beginning, the building of
the church and school, and what has happened during the ministries
of Pastors Kogler and Prahl, it is now time to look at what really
makes up the St. Mark congregation, its people. This chaplLer is
devoted to the uniqueness of what could only happen at St. Mark
Lhrough its members

One of the distinguishing characteristics of St. Mark is how
it interacts within itself, Tellowship. The arnndal church picnic
ig evidence of that. For as long as I can remember, the church
picnic has always been held at Carson Park at the Oak Pavilion.
There has always been the home-cooked, delicious, fattening foods
on the menu of Lthe pot-luck dinner. after dinner gamss for bobth Lhe
acdults and children give ample opportunity to burn off all the
extra calories Trom the feast. The initial picnic came aboult in
June of 1966 and has been a vegular tradition since then.

The picnic is not the only type of fellowship St. Mark has.
There arve different activities for the men, women, and children.

For the men Ltheve 1ls softball and men’s Bible class Lo name a

couple. For the women there is the ‘Women of St. Mark,® and the
International Dinney and other organizations. The children have
vouth group and boy and giv]l pioneers. Plus, the whole family can

gelt involved with Family Bible Class, co-ed softhall, and bowling.
Oh, I can not forget the VYariety/Talent Show that started in 1989,
snothey chavacteristic that sticks oubt is worship. The
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‘outdoor Service.’ i a

anjoved.,

rain the

1990, at <9:00am St. Mark

158,
bandshell in Owen Park.

fellowship again with light

service was very well liked and
this each vear now.

But most unique to St.

whom the Lord has called Lo carvy out different tasks.

comes to mind immediately.

commissionsed Lo our WELS

Afvica Tor a minimum

Havttord WI, did the actual

the service leader .

Tor service in 1984 She

in Toronto, Canada,

culitural adaptations.

Detx returned from Africa

speaches around the area

2%

recruit other nurses to commit time to go.

the 161+ F

-

St. Mark on of October

to Lthe assembly after

ntation

&

0

sarlier she gave a pres:

anjoved a pot-luck there too.

Dab has not been the

definite
St. Mark instigated the
service was poshponed unt

nad

Mar k

On June 15, 1985,

MU s ing

of 2 yvears,

rite of

spant. £

studying tropical disesases,

Lo what

a Tellows

tool that the congregation has

service in July of 1989, due to

3

1l the following vear On July

its ‘Outdoor Service’ at the

Following the service $t. Mark enjoved its

breakfast foods and coffee. The
the congregation looks forward to
are its gifted members, =ome of

Deb

Kyamey

Debra Kramer was

Station in Lilongwse, Malawi,
Pastor Daniel Westendorft of

commissioning and Pastor Prahl

Previous to June of 1985, Deb was chomen

months of time alt Seneca College

obastetrics, and

in 1988, She gave many little
Malawi was like and tried to

Deb’s arrvived back at

and gave one of her presentations

hip pot-luck dinney. Three davs

Lo Lhe campus students  and also

only one who has used her talents for Lhe
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Lord’s work, Three voung ladies of our congregation have gone
through the teacher training college of our synod, Dr. Martin
Luther College, and have veceived calls into the Tield.

The first of these ladies was Susan VYetter, daughter of
LaVerne and Lorvalns Velter. S$She veceived her call and graduated
in May of 1981, Hevy call took her to Morfolk, ME. Since then she
has marvried and is teaching at $t. Paul in East Troy, WI. Farlier
in 1981, in January, Sue was the first to receive a scholarship
gitt from the sSt. Mark Scholarship Fund. The fund still grants a
gift to those sons and daughters of the congregation who are
studying at  synodical schools.

Terri Hall was the second daughter of the congregation to
vecelve a call into the Leaching ministry. Terri is the daughter
of Bob and Donna Hall. She also graduated from DMLC and was
assigned in 1984 Lo teach at West Koshkonong Lutheran School, an
Evangelical Lutheran Synod school, in Cottage Grove, WI. Since
then Terri has marrvied and now lives in Minnesota,

Our third daughter of the congregation who iz in the teaching
ministyy is Amy Zenda. $She is the daughter of Ted and Carol Zenda.
Amy graduated from DMLC in 1991. Her call has taken her to Trinity
at Belle Plaine, MN, Lo teach lyst and 2nd grade plus be involved
in athletics.

Ten’t this what being a Christian is all about? Tsn’t wanting
to sevwve our Lovd with all our heart, soul, and mind othe
ingredient? We have been freed from the death grip of Satan, sin

. o

and the sinful flesh to be slaves of God. We believe that our good
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Wworks get us nowhere when 1t comes Lo sarning salvation: Jesus

Lived perfectly Tor yvou and me.

This history of St. Mark’s 25 vear sexistence has only
scratched the surface as to how the Lovrd has blessed vou. e has

blessed vou in more ways than I could ever pub down on paper.

My St. Mark family, God has showered his grace on vou
abundantly, more Lhan you could ever dream of . It is truly amazing
that God loves us, vyou and me, and he does. Me has loved us so much
that he gave his cherished, one and only Son so vou and I could be
rescued form the chains of hell. Alwavs vemember how the Lord has
blessed you in Lhe past 25 vears. No one else could have done such
a thing. The Lord will continue to bless you. You have his
promise.  MHe will watech ower Zion, his church, the Holy Christian
Church., You are a part of that church. Give thanks to God, for his
amazing grace endurss FTorever!

I rely on the hymnwriter for my closing statement:

Oh, that T had a thousand voices
To praise my God with thousand tongues!
fy hearit, which in the Lord rejoices,
Would then proclaim in grateful sonos
To all, wherever I might be,
What great things Bod has done for me.
(TLH 30:1)
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I would like to thank all the people who have helped me with
my research of this ‘book.’ U know that I sald this would be a
comprehensive historvy but when I got going T did not know when to
stop.

T would like to thank:
Pastor Frederick Kogler who talked to me on the phone and was

watching the clock for me as I talked and in Christian
love told me “to get off the phone.’

Pastory Herberl Prahl who has given me ansuwers like "I can’t raeal ly
tell vou. I don’t know,” to the most difficult questions.

Jan Zimmerman whom I caught completely off guard when I called her
and wanted everything she could get her hands on for thie
papay .

Lynn. Phillips who was so auick to open the files for the 1990-1992
Council Minutes yet I used hardly any of them.

George Shakey whom spilled his heart out telling me about buying
the desks For Lthe school.

Mildred Hansen who got many phone calls from me as 1 asked about
very dimportant topics of the paper but who always
insisted on turning the questions on me to how my day
went at school and work.,

and to

Clngdy. my wife who endured some of the long nights with me and what
seened like Torever to get this ‘thing’ dons so our life
at home could get somewhere back to normal or at least
close to it before our baby comes,




