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A candid look at the ALC today is not very pledwapﬁo Hatters
have zone From bad to worse, spesking from a conservative Luiljeran
standpoint, on almoest every issue, Especially is this true in the
area oi un 1§HL . A brief glance at viritually any issue of the
"scandel sheet'™ (Christian Hews) of the past few years will reveal
the blatant view of the ALC toward "agrecments to disagree.

Although the ecumenical meovement of the 20th century is certainly

a close relative to this paper's topic, the real issue is unicnisn
amonys, Lutherans, so 1'11 stick to that,.
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e present state of

-

t's my contention that affairs in the
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ALC is not at all surprising. In fact, with a look bac

fen

¢ into the.

past, I hope to show Lhat today's unionism in the ALC is to be

expected. Although the new ALC is not equivalent to the ALC of this

i

aper, the conclusions and proofs do apply. For the bulwarA
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the ALC today 18 the old ALC, and as far as confessional Lutheraniss

is concerned, the bulwark of ALC was the Ohio synod. OF
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the three synods which in 1930 merped to form

')

Onio, Ohio hzs to be considersed the strongest

oL

corfessional influence of the three.
The way & member of WELS could look at the current situation
in the ALC dis this: "The doctrinal influences of the two major

bodies in the oripginal ALC, Towa and Ohlo, have parently done o
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1007 turn. 1t secmed as though the theology of the




tihe dominant iunfluence in the ALO., Today it as
the more Liberal old Towa influence is on top.' Certainly
that werashrase of curreat thinking in our circles 1s accurate, but

T believe such a statement is really too superficial, for it fails

to acknowledpe what T believe to be the real reason for the curraent
state of affairs in the ALC. T really don't think it is a case of

good vs. evil, Ohio vsazi@waa with first one s8ide ahead in the

Ly

battle for doctrinal supremace, and then the other. I believe

K
L

Ohio sold its birthright of Morthodoxy' from the very begilnninge

1 believe that by consciously trying to be the "uniting, midile-of-

the-road! force in Lutheranism, Ohio nhad to bend its biblical stand

on Ffellowship. And when unilonism and false fellowship practices

are adopted, a whole Pandora's box of false doctrine is unleashed

on such a churchs

To demonstratve ﬁhat the fateful seed had been already planted
in the Ohio Synod by the days of the 1930 merger, I will use
primary source materials of the Chio Synod at the time which are
availiable in our library, namely the official Chio Synod-ALC publi-

‘astor's Font ly.b

[

cations: "The Lutheran Staundard" and "The
Although I found Fred Heuser's boofl, '"The Formation of the American

Lutheran Church' guite reliable and comprehensive, ['ve decided thal

per would militate apainst using a historian’s,

the ecarly

however good he might be, compilations and

1

AT,0's Tormation. Ifve decided to stick to what

th

stor would have been exposed to in official publications o

the day and divide this resource material into four sections:

Synodical spokesmen and the like, C.C. Hein, ¥

laymen. With such a division of the material, 1 would nope to gzive




thot the germ of unionism wos o out the synoed,

and not confined to and known of just o few. The average

tor of the day will ve read much in quoted dn

and/or

depending on how diligently he read hig synod's publica=-

LS Bomewil

President C.C. Hein at of an enigme. ¥is Christianity

cannot be questioned. IHe seemed to stand up for what we would want
cor as doctrine was concerned. BHut hig blind spots,

his posgiion of leadership, have had disastrous resulis.

in his first New Year's message to

good when he writes:

But our Church needs more than prayer: she needs also . that

faithful, wholehearted cooperation of all her members in every

field of church activity, witWZout which genuine progress

“d ucg 53 is utterly impossible. The indications as

thuo far at the various assemblies and mee

that *his ocoperation will not be lacks &

ch may now jovfully begin her wori and look conf
81
Wl
i

naw
into he future. BShe stands firm and secure on the e
vock of the Divine Word. #he marches forward with uni
front under the banner of the Lutheran Confessions. Hay God
keep her Ffaithful to the Truth and grant her at all times
pastors and congregations who are wmoved and guided by the
of Christ., Then our Uh@wch will prosper. The Lord will

5 e

her and she will be a blessing to MELy o )

bless.

e is also the same pergon who expressed ”misgivings“ over attending

He is the man

D

the Tutheran World Convention in Copenhagen in 1929.%.

C.C.

wio penaned '"The Distinctive Contribution of Lutherenism

to Christendom' in which sre found guotes like these:

to the Church of Rome an
Calvin, in contrast to the spirit of clsm
which on mﬁr» than one occasion has plu fast . Jloose with
divine truth: where true to her princi Lutheran Church
distinguishes herself from all others by taking her stand
squarely T

£

L

on tre Tormal orinciple of the Reformation—--the Word
L. . . . - \ . P 7
whole word of God, and nothing but the Word of God.'">?

o




Luthnra" Church
-nearted
»'OF“lu[ of

n reason the

nrent
n judpgment upon

Fed.

R
istinguish between e
nine what Shall Le

im

reas Heaso
for

sclence nor the
5 255 agtﬁcai grouD

chemselves up as tribunals gua
) ‘@ Tega?d to

aunthority of

so-called WGMLQHOHS experien

[}

O

=
9
P
lo]

o]

o

P
oo

conscilousness evjer dare set ©
to ppss judgment upon the teachings of Boriptuxe
their credibility and truth. Mo, faith in T

1

9
Scripture is the postulate of Lutheran Chrmuz ﬂa*yc‘

But why this atititude toward the Scriptures?  Because to the
Lut jieran Church the Bible as a whole as well as in all its

T“VLG is the pure and infallible VWord of God, for ti

that the Holy Spirit has inspired it. The uliioyﬁﬂ Church

does not distinguish between Seripture and the Word of Gode

She knows the Holy Spirit as the author of the Bible., The
prophets, evangelists, les were orgens taken into
service by the Holy Spirit in the formulation of the Scripiures,.
What they wrote hss the ¥ rit for muthor in point of both
form and conient. Althou node of inspliration is not
revealed in Scripture and heﬁc myatery beyond the range

of reason and the@1ogﬁca1 019 1ce, the Lutheran Chguch, '
nevertheless, accepis the piration on the streungth
of the testimony of oCTiULU“e f‘; £ eund regnrds whatever

R
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Scriptu says as the infallible Word of God, whether it refers
to t pertaining to salvation or to matters of other import.
nﬁt the pOﬁj%ion of Luther, and also of the fathers who

ormulated the
devoted to

stheran Confessions. That no specilal article
doctrine of the inspiration and inerren
1 lained by the !
@ere not coumrovCrted quA""Jcnsg The Confessions
bion and inerrancy of the Scriptures

inder of Tthe
listinctive feature
L L higeh of Rome, from
vin and LIOW all cects and fanaticg of

every s T lie Church sthoin tﬂe midet of
the Christian world the only cf s securely to
the material princl of the Rei -3 ‘“=‘;Caﬁion

by th alone.®

1

Doesna't that all sound great! something like that in

]

and nobody would bat an eye. C.0. lein's personal

o




Christianity, hur

is beyond guention. Yel where

this paper first delivered? The footnote in Pastor's ifonthly
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was (@dlivered at the Cox

onvention. ois very presence lthere, despl

W Ao o Y
betrays his

"Lutheran'y to Hein ssemed to mean as much

Tere @wag a devaﬁi Christian leader wno let himsalf be duped, who
led his chureh body‘éﬁd affiliates into more unionism, seemingly
unable, or betbafg unwilling, %o admit that the middle-of-therroad
stance in Lutheranism was not upholding Biblical doctrine.

L

Speaking of footnotes, this is the same man who allowed the .
Ohio Synod position on the afor nenﬁléquea Word of God, "inspired and
inerrant,” be footnoted into the original ALC constitution. Compromisin
to unite, playing the conscious middle position in Amexican
Titheranism, he, however unwittingly, more than any other person in
authority in the ALC, by nis words and actions allowed the seed of
unienism to germinate in the new ALC. Nowhere is this more evident
than in his final speech to the separate Ohio Synod, in 1930:

The Lutheran LQUWCl

hrleasing to God o

oo

s a different conception of a union
1 A neficial to the Church., In this Jubllee

Tear of the Augsburg Confession Lutherans throughout the world
hould remember that in this penetic confession around which
those rallied who accepted the faith of Luther, our fathers

laid down those principles which forever should gulde
all true IDvangelicals in wmatters of fellowship aud union. Article
VIT of the Augsburg Confespion says: "To the true unity of the
wreh it is enough to agree concerning th of the Gosnpel

1 the adwinistratinn of the Sacraments.' ‘
apreement is found there unity and the
for uwonion. ¢ho requisite for external union
' el and thn

t e Sacranents,e==n0 morse and nc less.’
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ty as to Ythe doctrine of the Go




Tutheran Church,? without Turther
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Fotice llelin's

of tre Augsburg Confession without

scope of the words "the doctrine

doctrine and practice. His is &

.le,

for unity. Unity not of all church bodies, but, in

Just as bady unwhv of all chureh bodies that have the name
1 iont

"Lutheran” affiﬁed to their ‘organizatl

people @ave unceasingly nfaved for peace
and many, among them our own Synobd, have
labored for unit at ars the results? in nmy estimation
two things di Tutherans of America, separatism on the
one hand, and unionism on the other. 4 long &S some s3ynods
refuse to recognisze certain other synods as Tutheran, unless
these Q%h@rS'ﬂﬁcept bhei? method of presenting Biblical truth
1issible in the Lutheran Church, and as
’Lis spirit so far that they will not
others; and 28 10ﬁp as other synods
its for Lutheran

Hany of our @U,he?ﬁﬂ
in the Lutheran

long as ﬁhev cari
even pray with thes
to apply the Gal %Arg Fule, "Lutheran
communicants only and continuve to tolerste pastors who. arve
affiliated with “asonlc lodges and }ornj astors and congre-
gations to engage in unScriptural practices, a union of the
uath@“an foreces cannot be brought ebout. ne
mpnanion is right when it says: "IL the nroadbqt o of
theranism in our country wounld ceamse its unionism with other
creeds, discipline its clergy es to secr retis m9 and stand for
a genuine Lutheranism, it would hx sten unity Beparatism and
unionism divide the Lutheran Church and to remove both must

f
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be the ende-vor of every Lutheran Christian and Lutheran synod.

Y

for a unity under his brand of

In eszencs, Heln is

utheranism, strictly middle-of-the-road Lutheranism. Dut his is a’

-

narrow-ninded view, not only Ffailing to see that the Synodical

Conference position is Biblical, but slso falling to sec

SLC was just one small step in the right direction from the

Wostern Lutherans. Lf every Lutheran would have the same kind of

nersonal faith as

Tein, Ya genuine Lutheranism™ might be a possibil

imerican Lutheranism. But with rationalism and humanism having

o



such a footrnold in other Lutheran bodies, To want to beceone ohlivious

to all but tue magilc name Ylutheran® has become a black

will be
no Cernan Lutheran church, nor Norwegian, noy Bwedish, nor Danish;‘
and the like, buil an Anerican i vtheran Church.'9
The stence taken by Hein is more or less the same nosition as

that of the other "official spokesmen for the Ohio Synod. Under

o

chis category T lump Sewinary professors, staff writers for the

Tutheran Standard and the Pastor's Monthly, and anyone else who

seemed To have a call other than

rwuch the same story line for thes for theleader Hein:

WWhen speaking about the "Word" or our "Coufessions' things generally

sound great. But the moment Lutheran union is the topic, the

d ahead toward achleving

blinders are on and it's full spesf

juds
pes

tutheran unity.

Fueh of what is said sounds so good, as for example this

Church®™:

excerpt from an article entitled "The

The reader should note that
decisive factor is the Word of God, Iiot what I e f
myself, nor vhat wy wife or husband may thinl, ﬂOT whau the
p“GaC”Q" may say, but what the Word of Cod teaches. OUne se
adily how people, who no longer believe the Hible
ingpired and infallible Word, can become broad=

d can acceplt or allow any view or teaching that
comwezds itself to their sson or way of thinking,

0
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others wnlch point

toward a coasciousness of Lutheran unity. This is evident in the

efiorts to achieve the

Yastor's Honthly:




merger ths
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' canc nas
> world without.

Church in
paninations.
i practice
its constituent col
rrvices, we cann

his mind
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sith reference to t
very differences among
case. .burely, we C%Q il

n words, to such a dongers

‘_)d'-z

oxpose the non-

" proundwork for the Ohlo, Towa, and

tor's Monthly:

fhe first section of this Confession, as adopted and recopmmended
¥ tue Joint Merger Commission, reads: Synod accepts all

)
[
o)

O
©
=
jo

nd inerrant Word! of God, and ‘the only source, ' norm, and

1ife.!! The change is not great. The
L sugrested by the Towa = is not unacceptable.

rether you will or not, the guestion inmmediately arises,

s Change?'™ Up to the close of the convention no

25 cinl statement of its reasons for reguiring this chang

been received from the Lowa Synod, although it had, in response

to a request on our part, sent an oificial representative

to our convenktion in the merson of the Rev. Mr. Smil Rauscho

Mo one will be surnrised to learn that the feelin

our circles was nothing short of consternation at the turn

events had been given. What the result will be remains to

be seen. =

kN

up to be the footnote incident

ssults Yto be seen'’ end
The door wes opened a little and the crack

a compromising, undermining

cause for unity h-d conquored

- P
nearss

roach to the great

tihie fraternal

ground nhad b cleared and tohe a
; had
nf the two synods, as also

«ian Church ond

nical hooks of the 01d and Hew Testaments as *the insplred




facultysfﬁévo H;CQ LUh D.Day ¥

The Dif fefini Branches 0F The Rvghevan Church Of This Country
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nesting on Fri evaning. There was
to do but to the yeas and the na
there T'uLW, Turther digcussion vwhen

ilon came Po
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that there
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e 1
rogent meetily
I
ke

point. 3 ad
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A man wnou bx h“a fitle ‘I presume to be a member of the Columbus

g an-.essay in the September 1929

of the.Pasiowﬂh Nonihly,ﬁith a very sugge stive title

Can Be Done To Bring About More Fraternal Relations Anong

it
®

Not only is that a mouthful t‘:gay in one breath, it is also a

“expedient. " The ren@faﬁ drift of
more oOf a,naﬁural bond betmee Ise sparat

between a Lutheran Synod and another Protestant sect. 50 instead of

Tutherans
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that such''relations' are zcceptable and :
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this: HThere's

1 Tubheran church bodies tb

(D

bling about minor matters among ourselves, why don't we

=

form & united front to the rest Christianity. Welll

el

nore effective if we pool our resources and energies.’ Home of

Lldeals es

o
"L'ﬂ
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in this article are sound, but there is always

contaminating influence of ”%leV?ng for Lutheran unity"
5

hovering in the background. EKvery chance is to he glven, or more

accurstely, talien, when pursuing this

Let us be honest 1 ] ive even the Devil his

due : ) eypreSﬂly re »Ud ates,

You think that ce which 1 ses nec
ens imply cexrta s, bl

repudintes
and thanl God

nt that he is so0 incons
iR at blb word and let him spe for lilvel e knawa
hetter than wou what he belies Put the bOSL,9 not the worst
construction on everything, is the rule which Luther lays down
in the catechism.lh




construction on such reasoning and concludi

ipnore the

once again lay as:

o

ES

ne context of this esasay, however, I can only put the worst

a conscious efTort

ain foets of doctrine,

A3 nentioned before, one of the key events during these Vears

the Lutheran World Convention. in Copenhagen., Although Hein

not gurg-ho on the ides of attendin he was in the minerity
3 & . J

o
o9

convention and com”%*tees endorsed his attendance along with

O

Synod revresentatives. The over-sll favorable nttitude
rd this Copenhagen gathering in the Ohio Synod, as shown by the

lowing guotes, was surelv a blg factor in influencing Hein to

e matter. DRBefore

|..h

de his personal feel

the Convention, this zcerpt from a longer staff article in the

1

Lutheran Standard set the all too favorable tone toward such efforts:

In its labor of love, the members of the Ixecutive Committiee
have ever recognized tie fact that the Lutheran World Convention
movement is essentially spiritual in chara cter. It loocks to

the discovery of existing inner unity, to its development, to
the alignment o7 those who are truly one in the faith. It
stands frankly for conservative Lutheranism, for positive
Christianity. WYhether one thinks of Stockholm or Lausanne,

it becomes increa ingly clear that our most ho opeful cntlcoP ;
Tor malking an essential contribution to ultimate Christia nounity
lies along the of the mobilization of the forces oxhtﬂe
ciiureh through Lutheran World Convention movement , 19

ter the convention, the editor of "Lutherische Kirchengze: uuag,

b3

who was o

nber of dits Secretariat,

to the conventiion and a m

these glowing words to zay:

aow, except in the case of those who for sore reason op
other claim the n Lutheran and with nental ov vapuely worded
weﬁervations subscrive to the Luthersn Confessions althougzh

d ‘ Hationalists, there is nmore
an in any other denomine
atione CTnde hqs been shown

time and Lt is the nztural result of su ‘ccrtﬁulon and
adherence to tﬂf two principles of +the Lutheran Reford




But we are nw ngoious of this unlity

we do not
world as
greater
Yo do not L C B
full adherence 1o th@ tmﬂgwﬁﬁgs of
to the Luhnﬁﬁ@u Confessions in wor

i made &

before our own
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nvention mevenent L

sinning,
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and press press for "Lutheran unity"” even before

Cne of the cleverest stratagems of those

the Imtheran Standard wi

of ariticles, -0f all the reading I did, not once did

any sharp re]

There were lota‘of‘unaQEWered guestions raised

few arvticles walch uwbod C%ub“Oﬂa but the {
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ferms did the leaders of the Ohio
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more ‘thin a'uf

S da

consti

was fed a solid diet'of the sane b:aﬂd of Lutheran units moulasnn
. - &)

-One pgroup of articles e

with the July 6, 1929 issue ano continuing for

weoks, the léad, front-page article dealt with

scially caught my atte

of Svires in 1529, © It was quite coavenient also

yas the Diet's LOOth fnniverserys Now, a few

i

the

o 1 L5

nhion.

the

the

lead

Beginning

Diet

article continued from one week to The next, but for seven weeks

in a row Ohio relived the glorious days of the unity

\ L Lo A
Lutheran princes against the papal decrees ap

wlorious Lutheran unity as was to be had then

was

the tou

of the early ALO's consciously J@ddle of-the-roader

Worns.
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The nastors of the Ghio 3ynod also seeuwed to be

generally behind the 1930 ALC merpger, as well o5 the new ALCTs

vosition dn American Lutherasnism.

~

standard and Monthly do not alwals

if he is a "locel boy," I had to go by what secmed to be Tthe usual
way of designating articles submitted for publication by parish

o4 o

astors. At any rate, even if there is some overlapping with the

53

previous section, the cause remains the

jeg}
o1

apme s "Lutheran unity™.

r"‘t‘
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with the ALC leading the way.
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As stated before, clearly C.C. Hein was not 2 man who setl

0

off on his own to blaze new paths through Lutheranism. Te svidently

tots
19

had the support of the great majority of those who had voted him

[N

nto ofiice:

We: Tuthersns of the Joint Synod have need to examine ourselves
with reference to what nao%U~& been set forth. It is always

a step in the ripght direction when we see the beam that is in
our own eye before we lock for the mote in the eyes of others.
it is cer%a"nTy in conformity with the spirit of Luther when
the president of our Synod (and he deserves ncot only our
comnendation but our SUDUOTL) makes bold to say:

The outstanding sin of the Luthe faW# f America, a sin
crying to heaven and a crime ag st the Gh*r"” is the lack
of unity among the Lutheran forces of this countfya What is
the remedy? Surely not to stand before God, sayiung: 'God,
I thank Thee that my synod is not agbxaef synods are,’ but
rather %o ask oneself in the presence of God: 'Is there
something in my synod's doctrine, 1ts iectice, its life,
its spirid its seminaries, its publications, its polemilcs,
its attity toward other religious bodies, etc., that
disrupnts Lutheran unity and prevents union with otier Lutheran
hodies on the basis of the dcristures and the Fessions??
Unity among Lutheran forces is necessary if the Lutheran
Church is to exert the influence to which she is entluled@l/

£
I

The stress on Luthsran unity to - the exclusion of "petty™ doctrinal
issues, especially as concerns the Synodical Conference, is gquite

evident,
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the a
grote:  Munity
wreh is to exwert the influence to which she is entitled.

oger

el atbtraocted it to

crobably the ey feature ol this

vorase pastor wes referred to in thoe ool wopds

among Lutheran forces io necessary 1f

words, "unity=

th and influence.” Ur in other Qﬁruﬁg

1

the doctrid

of Luther to overcone and be a recognized power

in America there must be unity." Or in still other words, 'we'wve

T

determined that the most efflcient way the Hoky Ghost wants to

use the Lutheran Church in spreading the gospel is through Lutheran

unity." Sound a bit ecrassly put? Well, let's hear from the horses

mouths

Tone coming union of our Synod with the Towa and the B

Synods is one of the most important “vents in the his
our church., MNone of us is able to realil at this tin

far-reaching effect of this
to the life and activity of :
gradually unfold the nurnose of God as it is being ac
through this event.
r 2t tdkg of setiing our house in ordex, hefore

must claim our attention now. A&11 our enc
be directed to this t:u:sk in order a
union possible in 1930, Unless we plan well and coopera
whole~heartedly in a united effort we cannol zuccesd,
pust be unity of spirit sand pu S 2t stand sin
to shoulder to win the wvictory. and hznd gives
tremendous strength. That is sstolic Chureh so
strong in withstanding the pere ime., 1t is
recorded in the book of icts 55 than ei
were of one accord, oi one hea and winde That made T
conguerors over overy foes The"n cenitude of the task demands
we do the
unity of wur hen be accompli
2hle L heration. ndividual i
acco tash we must pull iOretJeLc A multitud
L Goes Jinning a npoeven though all are agrecd
on tuo isnine g izmed into r”*'*lr and

i Ul then they

i -

1
and can win glorious
for our church to be orga:'
{ sufficient strength to
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33030 will be HGVWQLQgeons in
case some (toig human, and often si
to trust too bt im net what T means
mean that there is a g?eat comfort and encovragement din t
fact thot have many hwlgbmﬁﬂ people near you who
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et peet

Py 4
e

for the s use . and belong to the zane mrp'lizationa‘ Et is

5.id that pigeons will gather in places whepe i
a flock of pigeons. Someéetimes we wish thet ouw Lutneran pi@eona
would flock together more than they do, 1t wight do us good to
see how many we really are. In rany parts of the couatry. it -
will not be possible to form couferences like this, vhere™
formerly there were not enough peorle of one synod Zor that
puryosecﬁ' :

ct, uvnity wis laid

uency:

We have the duty of becoming one. We have hesrd
cifference in the walters of the ¥
rivers. The water of the latter
comparatively clear, The two stre:
for miles and m.les you can :
side. Finally when
you recng
in the American Luthers
synods will still exist
theuselves; we shall
gregations withort
were. That is natur
waters wust not flow Forever as streans. The Jt.
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dithout being redu: 58, even the

Synod section of the old ALC from top to bottom was inherently

Lutheran unity. To be surprised at post=1930 devalopments in

4LC is disregarding its previous track record.
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