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Worship is a key activity of the Christian. Worship is the lifestyle of the congregation. It is where
congregants are fed with the means of grace. It is where honor and glory to the one true God and Lord is
offered corporately. It is where encouragement and mutual building up takes place. Worship is often a
confessional statement. Worship has also been one of the most debated topics of the Lutheran church
since the Reformation. This is no less true of Lutheranism in America. From the time of the Formula
Missae Lutheran liturgical worship has had its defenders and from the time of the radical reformers it
has had its opponents. The Wisconsin Synod'’s liturgical practices have changed over time. Just how
liturgical they are has depended on time, place, and influence. The Missouri Synod was one of those
influences. The Missouri Synod influence on Wisconsin Synod worship was one that leant a more

standard and higher liturgical worship.

The liturgical worship of the Lutheran church in America finds its roots in the work of the “father
of American Lutheranism,” Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. Despite the influences of Pietism which
Muhlenberg picked up from the University of Halle, he felt it was important to the life of the Lutheran
church in America to develop an appropriate agenda for waorship. Even while he undertook the task of
organizing the first American synod he worked with pastors Brunnholz and Handschuh to produce the
first American Lutheran liturgy. Just six years after his arrival in the colony of Pennsylvania Muhlenberg’s
agenda was adopted at the first convention of the Pennsylvania Ministerium on August 15, 1748.
Though it was never printed, it was circulated in manuscript‘ form and was the only officially authorized

agenda of the Pennsylvania Ministerium for 40 years.

Muhlenberg developed his agenda from very few sources. He informed authorities in Halle of his
use of an adaptation of the Antwerp Agenda produced by the Lutherans in Holland in the second half of

the 16" century. This was the only agenda readily available to Muhlenberg in Pennsylvania and thus it
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served as a major source document for the development of his groundbreaking American liturgy. The
adaptation was originally developed for the Savoy Church in London. Besides this Savoy agenda the only
significant sources for the development of the first American Lutheran agenda were the memories of
Muhlenberg and Brunnholz. They reconstructed portions of European agendas from memory in order to

adapt them to the agenda.

The Pennsylvania Ministerium required a uniform adherence to an agenda. Therefore they
determined that its member clergy would pledge to use Muhlenberg’s agenda. They would use the
agenda without introducing any new rites for the sake of good order. All new candidates for ordination
also made this pledge as a condition of their ordination in the Ministerium. These conditions were an
important starting point for liturgical worship in the Lutheran church bodies of America. Luther Reed
wrote, “Thus the first synod in America at its first meeting pledged its pastors and congregations to a
form of the historic Lutheran liturgy, as its first constitution thirty years later accepted the church’s

historic Confessions.”*

Muhlenberg’s agenda was a very comprehensive agenda. It followed this order for a normal
Sunday service:

Hymn

Confession of Sins — this included the Exhortation, Confession, and Kyrie
Gloria in Excelsis — in a metrical form
Collect

Epistle

Hymn

Gospel

Nicene Creed

Hymn

Sermon

General Prayer

! Luther D. Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy: a study of the Common Service of the Lutheran church in America
(Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1947), 166.
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Announcements

Votum

Hymn

Salutation, responses, and closing collect

Aaronic benediction and invocation?

Muhlenberg’s contributions to liturgical worship continued throughout his life. In addition to the
agenda adopted in 1748 he played a part in developing a more comprehensive hymnal of 1786. in

addition to selecting hymns he wrote the preface for that hymnal. Muhlenberg’s views on liturgical

importance continued to provide a positive beginning to Lutheran worship in America.

Muhlenberg’s agenda was also an important influence on the Wisconsin Synod. It was a
Pennsylvania agenda that was used in many congregations of the Wisconsin Synod in the early years of
its existence. The agenda included with this hymnal was an agenda which was a revision of
Muhlenberg’s agenda. Despite his influential contributions to American liturgical worship, however,
Muhlenberg’s work would not remain unchallenged. Revivalism, pietism, and liberalism sought to erode

the strong start Muhlenberg gave to the Pennsylvania Ministerium.

The arrival of Samuel Simon Schmucker on the Lutheran scene in the United States was
beneficial neither for confessionalism nor for liturgical worship. S.S. Schmucker was an “American
Lutheran.” He sought to make Lutheranism more appealing to the American people by introducing a
theology of compromise and weakness. His work on the Definite Synodical Platform was proof that he
did not appreciate confessionalism or faithfulness to sound doctrine and practice. His views, also held by

his chief associates Benjamin Kurtz and Samuel Sprecher, extended also to the liturgy.

% Ibid. 167
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Schmucker and his cohorts subscribed to the methods of the revivalism? that were practiced by
Methodists and other Protestant church bodies in America in the middle of the nineteen century. He
saw the historical liturgical worship that Muhlenberg had retained as a detriment to American
Lutheranism. He saw it as an obstacle to realizing his desire to make Lutheranism more appealing to
Americans. The liberal theological views Schmucker advocated were the root of his desires to undo
liturgical worship in America. He sought this because of the strong doctrinal teaching and proclamation

inherent in an historical liturgical rite which he found unappealing.

Although the majority of the North American Lutheran church bodies rejected the measures of
The Definite Synodical Platform Schmucker’s views on liturgical worship continued to proliferate in
America. Lutheran churches with weaker confessional stances and with liberal proclivities tended to
adopt a liturgical view similar to Schmucker's. It was for that reason that such a view survived, and

continues, to be an influential presence in the field of Lutheranism and worship in North America.

The influence of Muhlenberg was already present in the America with the arrival of both the
Wisconsin Synod founders and the Missouri Synod settlers. Schmucker’s influence had begun to spread
in the early years of their existence. Both synods would have had to deal with those influences as they
were encountered. Would liturgical worship be important for their church body? Should they
incorporate revivalist practices? Should there be a common agenda used throughout the church body?
These questions and others would be important to the worship practices of their respective synods

whether they addressed them head on or not.
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The Wisconsin Synod, however, also brought its own liturgical views, too. These liturgical views
are rooted in the origins of the Synod’s membership and leaders. The effect of outside influences is only

apparent when we know the characteristics derived from the roots of the Wisconsin Synod.

One important factor to consider in looking at the liturgical roots of the Wisconsin Synod is the
characteristics and principles introduced by the leaders in the synod. The Wisconsin Synod began as a
collection of churches with varying babckgrounds. It was a collection of German immigrants in need of
pastoral care and spiritual nourishment. This was different from settlements like that which comprised
the infant Missouri Synod. Missouri was almost entirely one group of settlers who came over as one
comprehensive group. Wisconsin Synod churches, however, were comprised of immigrants with a

variety of origins and with a variety of church roots.

John Muehlhaeuser was the first president of the Wisconsin Synod. influences from this training
and ministry contribute to the early liturgical views of the Wisconsin Synod. Muehlhaeuser was a
Swabian German by origin. He was born in Wuerttemburg and was originally a baker by profession. But
in 1829 he sought to become a pilgrim missionary in Basel. His training by the mission society there was
not the classical pastoral training of the pastors of his time. Rather his training was an accelerated
program meant to prepare him to be a simple missionary with the purpose of reaching as many souls as
possible. This was the great passion of Muehlhaeuser’s efforts throughout his life. He was a man who

cared greatly for souls in need of hearing the word.

Muehlhaeuser was a “New Lutheran.” He was not strongly confessional and in fact opposed the
insistence on a subscription to the confessions. This was another product of his regional origins and his

training. He saw the need to care for souls of greater importance than the need to be confessional or to
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quibble about denominational lines. The training he received and the liturgical influences of his
upbringing were unionistic. It was something that would have been acceptable to both German
Lutherans and German Reformed. The Basel Christentumsgesellschaft was strongly connected to the
pietistic practices which were prevalent in Southern Germany. This led to the unionistic tendencies
expressed and adhered to by Muehlhaeuser. J.P. Koehler in his book The History of the Wisconsin Synod
commented on Muehlhaeuser’s background:
“The Old-Lutheran demand of adherence to all the Lutheran symbols, which were quite
unknown in the Lutheran church here, appeared to Muehlhaeuser, with his ideas of mission
work among the unchurched Germans as unevangelical and legalistic, especially when coupled
with the introduction of liturgical forms that were strange to his Suabian upbringing and to
which as a South German he was adverse to begin with.”*
Muehlhaeuser’s adversity to the Old Lutherans was further cemented as he carried out work in the New
York Ministerium. Like many in the New York and Pennsylvania Ministerium, as even Muhlenberg felt,
he thought of the Old Lutherans as a papisitic sect. This was a view commonly held by those who had

been influence by pietism to some extent. He took his views with him as he moved on to work in

Wisconsin.

Old Lutheran agendas more closely resembled the historic Lutheran liturgical rites. Many of
those rites included the singing or chanting of collects. Some included the chanting of responses and the
traditional songs of the liturgy. These services would have more commonly resembled the Formula
Missae rather that the Deutsche Messe. Mueh!hae.user’s animosity for Old Lutﬁerans led him to dislike
the “high church” worship forms that he saw as papisitic. This was so true, in fact, that his original
constitution for Grace congregation in downtown Milwaukee included a phrase disallowing the use of
the Old Lutheran rites at Grace. He brought this attitude and spirit to the founding of the Wisconsin

Synod.

* John P. Koehler, History of the Wisconsin Synod (Mosinee: Protes’tant Conference, 1981), 72
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Yet despite his adversity to the Old Lutheran agendas, he led a liturgical form of worship. The
agendas that Muehlhaeuser used were less ornamented. In fact it was reported that Muehlhaeuser used
a “United Lutheran and Reformed Hymnal.” The content of this hymnal was not doctrinally sound. In
fact a teacher who had once sought to join the Wisconsin Synod Ministerium withdrew his intention
when he found out that Muehlhaeuser used that hymnal. He withdrew his interest because of the
questionable content and the mutilation of traditional Lutheran church music.* So while Muehlhaeuser
followed an agenda, it was not identifiable as a production of strict adherence to the historical Lutheran

forms of worship.

It appears that in addition to the use of doctrinally suspect liturgical materials, the early clergy of
the Wisconsin Synod cared little about the church music at all. Moreover, Arnold O. Lehmann remarked,
“There is no report that any of them even showed signs of musical abilities. They were simply satisfied
with what they had, and what most had was a mixture of Lutheran and Reformed doctrines and

“> It was clear that the liturgical practices of the early Wisconsin

practices in the same congregations.
Synod reflected the doctrinal position of its founders and members, a mixture of German Lutheranism

and German Reformed doctrine.

Wisconsin Synod congregations used a number of different liturgies and agendas in the early
years of the Synod. The agendas used were developed by the Pennsylvania Ministerium, the New York
Ministerium, European churches, the Missouri Synod, and others. Among those used were the Bollhagen
hymnal, the Wollenweber hymnal, the Unirte, the Kirchengesangbuch of the Missouri Synod (though

this seems to have been a more rarely used agenda), and others. Yet it remains important to remember

* Letter Julius Fredrich to John Muehlhaeuser
* Arnold O. Lehmann, Wisconsin Synod Hymnals and Agendas 1850-1950, WELS Historical Institute Journal 16:2,
(1998): 5
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that it was common to use these agendas without the inclusion of music even where it may have been

provided.t

Many pastors with varying degrees of confessionalism expressed concerns and opinions
regarding the various agendas being used. Already at this time there were those who desired a greater
uniformity among congregations in the use of an agenda. Some expressed concern over false and weak
doctrinal statements contained in hymns, noting Calvinistic, chiliastic, rationalistic, and pietistic
teachings. The Synodical Convention of 1865 saw the issue of a German hymnal as a notable topic of
discussion. Lehmann comments:

In 1865 the subject of a German hymnal was taken up in earnest. Just who was behind the

movement is not clear, but it seems that Pastor Wm. Streissguth of Milwaukee, the elected vice

president of the synod who was elevated to the presidency in June 1865 because of the
resignation of G. Reim, was one of the promoters as can be seen from his activities in
connection with the hymnal matter during the short period of his presidency.7

When the General Council, of which Wisconsin was initially a member, announced their
intention to produce an agenda and hymnal the Wisconsin Synod voiced support. Work was
discontinued on the hymnal project initially discussed in 1865 and the Wisconsin Synod started the wait
for the General Council production. Pastor John Bading was selected to work with the General Council in
developing the hymnal and agenda. The Wisconsin Synod would also abandon this project, however,

due to the slow development of the hymnal and the changing status of fellowship in 1868 and the

events in the years following.

® Note: lack of suitable instrumentation to lead the congregation in singing must also be considered. However, it
seems that even after the turn of the twentieth century, when instrumentation was more available, that the
exclusion of much music in the service was still fairly common,

" Arnold O. Lehmann “Hymnals and Agendas” : 7
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The Missouri Synod’s liturgical roots were much less tumultuous than those in the Wisconsin
Synod. The Saxon origins of the Missouri Synod contribute to the liturgical spirit of the Missouri Synod.
Saxony was a region of the German states where the historical forms of the Lutheran liturgy where more
strongly prevalent. That region was still considered to be far more conservative and confessional than

other areas such as the southern states of Germany.

The Missouri Synod’s liturgical development also owes much to the manner in which its
membership came to America. Unlike the clergy and congregational members of the Wisconsin Synod,
the majority of the Missouri Synod immigrated to America together. They brought the whole settlement
along with them. They brought their teachers and pastors. They brought musicians. They brought both
the learned and the common. For this reason the Missouri Synod was more able to produce their own
agenda. They had the church musicians, C.F.W. Walther had even studied music for a time. They had
classically trained pastors. And they also had a strong desire to retain the historical liturgical rite. From
the very beginning of their synod their liturgical worship could only be classified as Old Lutheran. This

Old Lutheran liturgical awareness naturally flows from their confessional stance.

The Missouri Synod brought an agenda with them to the United States. This agenda was the
union aggndﬁi&_l%_pﬁwaork of the Prussiag Union. The Missouri Synod Saxons had fled
the Union and as they brought the agenda with them the I'eaders of the Missouri Synod recognized the
need to produce a doctrinally acceptable agenda soon after their emigration from Saxony. Therefore,
C.F.W. Walther began work on producing an agenda for use in the Missouri Synod. The Missouri Synod
published the Kirchengesangbuch in 1847 which solved the problem of the questionable doctrine of the

hymns. This left the matter of replacing the agenda. A committee, under Walther’s direction, undertook

the development of an agenda in 1854. The Kirchen-Agende, the first official agenda of the Missouri
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Synod, was published in 1856. Fred Precht described it, “Derived from the old true Saxon agendas —
evidently the Herzog Heinrich {1539) and Kursachen (1580) — as was also for that matter, the Saxon
Agenda (1812) — it eschewed the pietistic and rationalistic elements of the latter and was broader in its

overall contents, “®

As evidenced by the directions given in the Kirchen-Agende, the Missouri Synod placed more

emphasis and importance on the musical participation of the congregation. The orde[gle chief service,

o

called the Hauptgottesdienst, follows:

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis
Salutation and Response
Antiphon

Collect of the Day
Epistle

Hymn

Gospel

Creed

Sermon

Confession

Absolution

General prayers and intercessions
Announcements

Lord’s Prayer

Votum

Offertory

Preface and Proper
Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution
Agnus Dei

Distribution
Post-Communion Antiphon and Collect
Benediction

Hymn

Silent Lord’s Prayer’

® Fred Precht, Lutheran Worship: History and Practice {St. Louis: CPH, 1993): 92.
9 .
Ibid, 93-95
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A larger portion of the service was sung, including the traditional songs of the Western Rite (Kyrie,
Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei}. The service also contained a larger amount of chanting, including the
Lord’s Prayer and the Words of Institution. The amount of music included in the Missouri Synod agenda

was entirely unheard of in the Wisconsin Synod.

The entrance of those men associated with Wilhelm Loehe who entered into the Missouri Synod
also has importance in the area of liturgical worship. When Loehe sent out his missionaries he provided
them with a strong liturgical form to use in their ministry. He provided them with the Agende fuer
Christliche Gemeinden of 1844. This was a service he prepared at length leaning on the historical

agendas of the Lutheran church.

The Missouri Synod, from the very beginning, had a grasp on the historical liturgy of the
Lutheran church and strongly valued it. Between the influence of Walther and Loehe, Missouri was
placed on the path of a strong love for the confessional and historic liturgies of the Lutheran church.

One can also see that they held a greater love for “high church” elements of the liturgy.

Il
The second half of the 1860’s began a time of change in the relationships the Wisconsin Synod
had with other church bodies. Throughout the early decades of the synod leaders such as John Bading,
Philipp Koehler, Adolf Hoenecke and others brought a greater confessional awareness and desire to the
doctrine of the Wisconsin Synod. The Missouri Synod had spoken and written against the Wisconsin
Synod because of its unionistic and pietistic doctrine and practice even up to 1868. Though often‘j{’the
accusations leveled against Wisconsin Synod were falsely made there was some accuracy to early |

criticisms. One point that the Missouri Synod often brought against Wisconsin was its partnership with
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heterodox organizations like the General Synod and later with the General Council (in which Wisconsin

even participated in beginning the production of a hymnal).

This changed, however, in 1868 with the Racine Convention of the Wisconsin Synod. There the
decision was made to dissolve fellowship with the erring General Council and the unionistic mission
societies of Germany. Around that time talks between the Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin Synod
produced the realization that there was doctrinal basis for the establishment of fellowship between the
Synods. Finally, in 1872, the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America (Synodical

Conference) was formed.

The establishment of fellowship served to encourage the confessional developments of the
Wisconsin Synod. The close fellowship of another confessional synod fostered voices of encouragement
and appropriate testing of doctrine. As the doctrinal position of the Wisconsin Synod became more
confessional one might expect the worship practices of the synod to come to resemble those of other
confessional synods. However, the liturgical traditions of the Wisconsin Synod were slower to change if

any change was present..

Some changes were undertaken by the Wisconsin Synod. This included an effort to purge the
false doctrinal content from the hymn selections. It produced a hymnal called the Gesangbuch in 1870.
This hyrhnal had been edited to exclude some of the hymns with doctrinal error. It seems, however, that
some hymns had escaped such doctrinal scrutiny. There is a report that Pastor Hoenecke identified an
additional 100 hymns that ought to have been removed. Though this 1870 Gesangbuch was produced by

the synod, and even printed by member George Brumder, the sale of this hymnal was minimal at best. It
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got to the point that Mr. Brumder, “offered to exchange without extra cost a Wisconsin Synod hymnal

for a Missouri hymnal in good condition that was one year old or less.”*

The confessional awareness of the Wisconsin Synod, especially with the encouragement of the
Missouri Synod, alsc led them to take a closer look at the church agendas. The desire was expressed in
the mid-1870’s to produce a more fitting agenda. The task of producing an agenda was given to a
committee but on multiple occasions the committees returned to following conventions without any
work accomplished. Finally, the task was reassigned to a committee with Professor A.F. Ernst as
chairman. The committee did their work for the 1876 convention. Lehmann described the results:

The order of service read as follows:

1. Congregation hymn in place of Introit.

2. “Our help is in the name of the Lord” or “Or beginning is in the name of God the Father, the

Son and the Holy Spirit” as an introduction to:

3. The lesser doxology: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was

in the beginning, is now, and evermore form eternity to eternity.”

4. Confession of sins and Absolution.™
The worship traditions of the Wisconsin Synod were clearly still present. The agenda was very Spartan in
comparison to the productions of its sister synod. However, there were those present in the Wisconsin
Synod who desired to change the musical condition of the synod. This was borne out in a letter to the
Gemeindeblatt in which the opinion was expressed that musical participation would improve if more
member families had a hymnal in the home. This seems to have been a minority view, however, as little
more seems to have been written expressing an agreement with this opinion. Overall, it appears that
the remaining decades of the 19" century, even while holding fellowship with the Missouri Synod, was a

time when individual congregations continued to use whatever agenda pleased them, with little real

uniformity.

YArnold 0. Lehmann “Hymnals and Agendas”: 21
" Ibid, 20
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Meanwhile, the Missouri Synod continued to look at its agendas and periodically update them.
The produced a number of editions which used the 1856 Kirchen-Agende. In fact six more editions were
produced in 1865, 1876, 1880, 1890, and 1902. The last two appear with some of the annotated

liturgical music.

The turn of the twentieth century brought about a change in the Wisconsin Synod. Leaders were
coming into the foreground who held a greater concern for the music of the church. Foremost of these
was Professor Qggng.P. Koehler. In 1905, Koehler presented a paper at the synodical convention held
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin about the importance of music in the church. However, rather th.an speaking
about the liturgical rite, his paper dealt solely with the singing of hymns. This is not surprising in view of
this personal impression of Victor Prange, “Koehler appreciated hymnody; | find little evidence that he

“12 ps the years went on it

cared much for the liturgy. The liturgy was catholic; hymnody is protestant.
became evident that this was not necessarily a unique position.'Rather there were many who felt that
rather than an emphasis on liturgy the emphasis for worship was an emphasis on preaching and
hymnody. Koehler furthered his love for hymnody by establishing a chorus at the Wisconsin Synod
Seminary in Thiensville, Wisconsin. He also established a mixed choir in the city of Milwaukee. Whether
the Missouri Synod influenced Koehler’s love of hymnody or not is hard to determine if at all possible.

However, the fellowship shared between Wisconsin and Missouri clearly brought a greater awareness of

good Lutheran hymnody both through their writings and in their worship services.

The turn of the twentieth century also brought the awareness of the need for English materials
both in worship and in doctrinal instruction. The awareness of the need to achieve a greater use of the

English language is also indentified in the Synodical Reports of the Convention of 1805, the same year as

2 Victor Prange, “Review of J.P. Koehler’s ‘The History of the Wisconsin Synod’,” WELS Historical Institute Journal,
1:1, (1983): 40.
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Koehler's essay on hymnody. It would continue to be a topic of discussion into the 1920’s. By 1917 the
Missouri Synod had produced an acceptable English agenda. This was produced in three editions
published in 1917, 1921 (see appendix B), and 1936 for use in Missouri’s English speaking congregations.
The Missouri Synod also undertook an examination of the Common Service produced by a Joint
Committee from the General Synod, the General Synod South, and the General Council. This service
would be included in the Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book (1912) and The Lutheran Hymnal (1941). The
Wisconsin Synod also began official work in English in 1910. It began by seeking out an acceptable
hymnal already produced in English. Which hymnal, if any, was identified is unclear. Northwestern
Publishing House published a short song book in 1911 which included music for 81 melodies. This came

in response to the growing concern to improve the musical condition of the Wisconsin Synod.

In the November 1915 edition of the Northwestern Lutheran a short article announced that
work on another hymnal was in progress. This article also indicated that suggestions for inclusion in the
hymnal were welcome. The hymnal was finally produced in 1917 and was titled the Book of Hymns. This
hymnal was publicized as a hymnal for use by all of the Joint Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Michigan and other States. Pastor John Brenner is reported to have commented that the
hymnal was a book that contained just as much as was needed that js it contained no embellishments or
needless ornamentation. Dr. John Braun wrote concerning Brenner’s cqmments, “Brenner considered it
an advantage that it did not include psalms, collects, and other elements ‘rarely, if ever, used in our

13 The comments included in Brenner’s article in The Northwestern Lutheran also indicate that

services.
the condition of singing and participation in the liturgy was still in a poor state. However, the Book of

Hymns also contained an agenda with printed music (see appendix C). One change that the publishing of

this book brought about was what appears to be a lesser amount of variance in the agendas and hymnal

B pr. Mark Braun. “The Black Geneva Piety of the Wisconsin Synod: An Analysis of the Changing View of the
Relationship of Doctrine and Liturgy with the WELS,” Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly, 79:3, (2006): 185.
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used. Although usage was still far from uniform 1918 reports indicated that a total of 8,500 copies of the
Book of Hymns had been purchased for use. These were purchased in addition to a far larger number of
German hymnals and a number of Church Hymnals.* These appear to have remained the commonly

used hymnals into the middle of the 1920’s.

V.

The Wisconsin Synod Convention of 1925 marked the beginning of efforts at a joint Synodical
Conference hymnal. Inadequacies had been identified in the Book of Hymns. There were several options
suggested in order to try and deal with the inadequacies. One suggestion was to seek a Synodical
Conference hymnal. At that convention the option was not adopted. However, the idea had been
presented and when the Norwegian Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church asked for a
joint hymnal produced in English in 1927, the Wisconsin Synod joined the effort. In the meantime, the
Publishing House Committee of the Wisconsin Synod worked to produce supplemental materials to

cover for the inadequacies of the Book of Hymns.

Earnest work on a joint Synodical Conference hymnal began in 1930. The initial committee had
its first meeting in January of 1930 in Milwaukee. Professor J. Meyer and Pastor O. Hagedorn were the
representative of the Wisconsin Synod. The chairman of the committee was Missouri Synod Professor
W.G. Polack. The final Wisconsin Synod representatives to the joint hymnal committee were pastors

Arthur Voss and William J. Schaefer.

The work of compilation started by taking hymns both from the Wisconsin Synod’s Book of
Hymns and the Missouri Synod'’s Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book though they would also take hymns

from the Norwegian Hymnary as well. They sought to maintain the existing wording and content of the

¥ Arnold O. Lehmann, “Hymnals and Agendas,": 25.
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hymns wherever possible yet they also worked under a set of principles. These principles included that
they’hymns had to be Christian and valuable. Translations had to be faithful to the original text and must
be in fluent, idiomatic English. And the tunes had to be suited to the texts and good church music. This
required the editing of some hymns. Initially where great change was needed for in a hymn the leaders
of the Wisconsin Synod would publish the text of the hymn with explanations for changes. This they

discontinued, choosing instead to send that information only to the pastors.

It was during the period of compilation between 1930 and 1939 that Herbert Sitz delivered an
essay which expressed a view not widely expressed in the Wisconsin Synod. in June of 1936, Sitz
delivered his essay entitled, “The Use and Abuse of Music in the Lutheran Service,” to Minnesota District
in convention. Previously, as noted, many in the Wisconsin Synod had downplayed or ignored the
importance of music in the worship service. Often this was excused as being something unchangeable
due to the lack of ability in local congregations. Perhaps it was due to lack of interest as well. But the
lack of music also went hand in hand with the substituting of poorer music in the place of well-versed
and doctrinally sound music, especially Lutheran hymnody. In fact Sitz wrote, “A consistent substitution
of less important and less valuable music for these chorals, which are the acknowledged height of
church music, is, in my estimation, the chief abuse of music in our Lutheran service today."15 But
whatever the reasons, the deficiency and absence of quality music in the congregations were a problem
in the eyes of some. One may remember the efforts of Professor Koehler to make great changes in that

deficiency. However, the writing of the article shows that these were not necessarily common changes.

Sitz’s article expounded the blessings of Lutheran hymnody even back to the Reformation Era.

He quoted a Jesuit who had spoken of Luther’s music as causing more condemnation that his preaching

 Herbert Sitz, “The Use and Abuse of Music in the Lutheran Service,” The Northwestern Lutheran 23 (August 30,
1936): 276.
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or writing.’® What that Jesuit meant was that the music of Luther was a tool that taught the life giving
gospel, a great compliment for Lutherans. He connected Lutheran church music to the use of music in
the Old and New Testaments. He lauded the use of hymns as a confessional statement while
simultaneously functioning as an outlet of both repentance and praise, the sorrow over sin and ecstasy

of gospel joy.

Sitz’s essay expresses a view of hymnody that Koehler certainly had shared. However, the
second half of his essay included something that Koehler would not have shared. Sitz expressed a
greater appreciation for the liturgy. The earnestness of his feelings on the liturgy may best be seen in his
lament over its apathetic, if not antipathetic, treatment by members of the Wisconsin Synod. He wote:
In our emphasis on the importance of the spoken Word, upon the sermon, it would appear that
we have tended to under-emphasize the importance of the liturgy; for in most of our churches
the congregation is listless and apathetic in its responses and in the liturgy in general. It would
seem as though many of our people look upon the liturgy simply as a form to be gone through,
and they seem conscious of but little else g:ﬁalaf’l‘that it is rather a long time to be kept standing
upon their feet; too often the marks of complete boredom are present.”’
He went on to expound the great opportunities the liturgy holds for the congregant and clergy. He
advocated that if pastors taught the value of the liturgy then love for it and greater participation would
result. His article contained practical advice for musical selection and for the function of a choir in the
worship service. This article shows that at that time, though it may not have been the majority or even a
common view, there were those who held a greater appreciation for the liturgy and music of the
Lutheran congregation that the Wisconsin Synod seemed to be lacking. Whether Herbert Sitz's view can
be directly attributed to Missouri Synod influences or not, is not able to be determined in any definite

way. However, the views he expressed were clearly found in Missouri Synod writing and practice of the

time.

' 1bid, 275
7 1bid, 289
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There also was another sentiment that existed at the time. Throughout its history the Wisconsin
Synod has recognized the Missouri Synod as displaying a great deal of ostentation at times. There had
been a tendency to let the musical aspects of Missouri Synod worship get out of hand. The ritual
practices of worship in the Missouri Synod were also overdone at times. These faults of the Missouri
Synod existed without a doubt. The opinion held by many was that the Wisconsin Synod should
maintain a “low church” form of wo}ship over and against the Missouri Synod “high church” tendencies.
Some also maintained a view like Professor Koehler’s regarding the liturgy, that it was exceedingly

Catholic and less beneficial for worship.

The juxtaposition of the two general views in the Wisconsin Synod came in the joint hymnal
project of the Synodical Conference. Both of these views were not mutually exclusive but it seems that
they tended to be somewhat polarizing. Yet #he there was a positive anticipation of the joint hymnal.
This project had the blessing of the Wisconsin Synod and her leaders. However, Dr. Braun records:

By the appearance of The Lutheran Hymnal in 1941, more Wisconsin leaders sensed the need

for a new hymnal, yet there were still reservations. Brenner, now synod president, specifically

told one of Wisconsin’s representatives on the Synodical Conference hymnal committee that he

wanted someone there “who had both feet in the congregation so that we don’t get a

monument to the musicians of the Missouri Synod.”*®
Finally, in 1941 the hymnal was finished and copyrighted by the Missouri Synod. A request had been
made that the rights to produce the hymnal for the Wisconsin Synod be given to Northwestern

Publishing House. This never happened, instead Concordia Publishing House retained the rights to

produce it for any church bodies of the Synodical Conference that desired to use it.

¥ pr. Mark Braun, “Black Geneva Piety”: 186.
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Reception of The Lutheran Hymnal was mixed. There were those who accepted and began using
it right away. However, there was opposition. Despite the joint nature of the hymnal project, many stil
regarded this as a production of the Missouri Synod. It contained much more of the liturgical and
hymnological styling of their previous works. The Common Service (see appendix D), which had been
adapted from the 1888 Common Service and had been adopted as the chief service, was much more
expansive than the liturgical rites of the Book of Hymns. It included Psalms and collects. It allowed for a
greater use of chanting. These elements, sometimes considered unneeded or too “Missouri” or even too
papistic, led to some difficulties in its implementation, even into the 1960’s. The Synod Convention
Proceedings of 1941 even include a memorial regarding the liturgy and agenda. This memorial resolved
to appoint a committee to study the agenda “since some of the forms traditional in our Synod... are in
some parts different from those found in the ‘Liturgy and Agenda’ of the honorable Missouri Synod, and
[are] possibly equally as good.”*® Despite the difficulties in implementation the liturgies of The Lutheran
Hymnal, and especially the “page five/fifteen” form, became not only common, but the norm of Sunday

worship services in the Wisconsin Synod for its time.

Overall, the Missouri Synod influence on Wisconsin Synod worship is an interesting but
somewhat subjective topic. There is no real way to definitively gauge just how much influence was
passed back and forth. Based on the history presented here, trends can be seen. One can see changes
and growth from early American roots. However, it is unclear just how much can be attributed to
fellowship influences in the Synodical Conference. There were other factors at work, a growing
confessionalism, a broader liturgical movement, a greater awareness of historical information
concerning worship. One must be aware of those factors when considering the question of worship

influences.

¥ synod Proceedings (Milwaukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 1941) p. 82
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But finally, there are some patterns that suggest that a certain amount of influence was felt. The
introduction of The Lutheran Hymnal led to greater teaching and awareness of the church year and
more varied Scripture selections. A richer music tradition became an important part in areas of the
Wisconsin Synod. Though traditional methods were maintained in carrying out the liturgical rites, fuller
liturgical forms became more readily available. The liturgical forms of the Wisconsin Synod were more
standardized than ever before. A greater appreciation of traditional Lutheran hymns became more
common. An appreciation of worship practices was so deeply ingrained that the Wisconsin Synod
established a standing committee which would become the Commission on Worship after the
Intersynodical Controversy. All of these developments continue to be important in the Wisconsin Synod
to this day. One can argue that without the Missouri Synod’s influence, especially in The Lutheran

Hymnal, Wisconsin Synod liturgical worship would be markedly different today.

When a close relationship between church bodies exists like it did between the Missouri Synod
and the Wisconsin Synod one must expect influence to be shared. Influence is hard to gauge and define.
Although the Wisconsin Synod practices of worship still hold to strongly “Wisconsin” views in many
cases, the Missouri Synod did have an influence. This influence is a gift of God that should not be
forgotten or ignored. The Wisconsin Synod is distinctly Wisconsin, but it has learned valuable lessons

from a church body once called a sister.

Soli Deo Glorial
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Appedix A

This is a Wisconsin Synod agenda. The book was simply titled Agende and published by
Northwestern Publishing House in 1899. This is an example of the many German language agendas used
in the Wisconsin Synod prior to the turn of the twentieth century. The agenda is less expansive and
elaborate than the Kirchen-Agende of the Missouri Synod. One note is that Missouri agendas include
congregational singing directions.
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) Lr' Seifles.

e

/1

4 Botiesdienfl-Oronung,

I8 aemer findiger Menfdhy bclenne div, allmidtiger
Gott, mein Sddvfer unk Eelbfer, vufs i) wit alfein gefiine
biged Dby mit Gedanten Woricn wnd Werlen, Toudern o
in Giludar empfangon und aeberen bin, alfo, baj affe
wiette Ratur wed Wefen ver deiner Gleredtipeit firaflidy und
pechammlid) i, Darum fliche id) a0 beiner genudlefen
Barmbergiglelt, fude und bitte um Gnabe,  HEW ful wmiv
Gilnber guiivig!

w enn s Ehriite bu. Lomm Golted 30,

Paflor (ur Gene. ganenbet): Huf fold) euer Delennts
nif vediindige i eud allen, bie v (uve Silnben Gerglidh
bereuet, en JEfum Chriffum glaudt, unh ven guien ernits
. liden Borfap Gabt, durd Deiftend Goited be3 Heilipen
Weifled euer filnblides Leben fortair g beffern, Iraft meines
Umfed al# ein berufener und berordreter Diever bes Worls
bie Snade Holtes, b vergebe cud) an Etatt wid auf Befeh!
meimd HCEvm JEM el alle cuve Sinde im Namen
Gulled bes Baters und des Sofpled und ded Heiligen
4 (Cvery: Dee alimddtige bormbersige Goft ot
fid unfee exbarmt, und feinen cingeborenent Sohu FiFfum
Ehriftun fiir unfer offer Eiinden in ven Tod-bahingegeben,
auf Saf Wile, die on ifn glauben, nidt verlovar werben,
fouderst bas civige Seben Juben,

i Sem s Winen,

g Paftor: Ehre fit Fott in ber Hishe.

Gen: Allein Gott i dee Hap fel Ehr w. [ .
{1 obec 4 Borfe, Ddev av Holen Feiteny:

id Friebe auf Eeden und den Menfdjen ¢in Woht.
gefallen,  WMmen,  Wnmer. Anan,

Ehor: Wic loben bid), wiv denedeien iy, wir beten
did) an, oy fagen biv Dani, um deiner grofien Herelidloet

[ Gotteddienft-Ordnung.

DErr, erhalte und dein Worl; denn dein Wort it
unfers Herzens Freude b Txoft.  Hallelujal.

Gem.: Dallelujoly!  Halelwjoh!
Paffiondgeit: Hmen! Awen! Amen!)

Paftor Tieft (dex Wen, jugemendet) das Evangelinm,
{(Nad) Edluf beffelben)s

Paftor: Vad fei dir, o Ehriffel

Gem.: Ehee fet bir, HEx!

Pafor {pridt (ber Bem, jugewendet) bad apoftolijde
Glaubengbelenninify: Caffet wng wit der gangen Ehriften-
Beit auf Geden belenmen unfeen allexheiligiten Glauben:

Jdy glanbe an Gott, den Bater allmidiigen, Sdbpfer
Himneld uud ber Erven.  Und an YEun Ghriftum, feinen
cingeborenent @olt, unfern HEren, der empfangen it vou
dewm Heiligen Seift, geboren aus Marin, dev Jungfray,
gefiffen unter Pontio Pifato, gelrensipt, qeftorben unb
begraben, nicbergefubeen jur Hille, am britten Lage toieder
auferftanben bon dben Todtew, aufpefobren gen Himmel,
figend gur Medhten Goftes, bes allmadfigen Vaters, box
Danunen er fotmmen witd, ju vidien bie Cebenbigen und bie
Tobten.  Jd) glaube an den Heiligen Geift, Gine Heilige
driftfide Rirde, die Goneine ber Heiligen, Vergebuny vec
©finven, Uuferflehung des Fleijdes, und cin cwiges Qeben,

Genes Mmen. Uwen. Wmen, v

Hauptlied, )

77- Prebdigt.
IR { Ulgericines SFivdengebets
¥ Paficr: Lafit ung beten:

Allmidtiger, eriger @oll und BVaker unfers HEern
JC€fu Bhrifti, HEre Himmels und der Erden, toir bitlen

Hallelujahl (Ju bex

.

’ a,’)(‘rr, tu cingebocerer Sohn, YEius Eheiftus,

Botiesdienfl-Orbnung, &

wilfer, HEev Wotl, Himmlifher Fonig! WUmidtiger Valer!
D& Goit,
bu Qemn @olled, Soln bed Baters, ber bu bl’ Siindz ber
Welt {riglt, exbarme dich unfer! Dev i die Siinde ber
etk traglt, niwme an wnfer Gebet! Tev dit fihaft yur Nedye
{en bet Buaters, exdbarme bilh wnfer] Demn du elein bift
beilly, du alleln Bift dex HEre, du allein bill ver Hilers
hodite, J&Ens Chviffus, mit bem Heiliyen Getfle, n der
Derelidiieit Golles, tes Baters,  Mmen. Hwen, Umen,
Jn Ermangelung bed Ghord Tam ber Danor bad Paubamus
lefenr, und |uuvlmcu[|§[leuen wotauf bie eateinbe einjepts e
oft it ber Hah” .
¥ Dajtor (e Gem, qerventet): Ter PHrr Jel vait endy? 2 5
< Bent.: Wnd mit deinenr Geifte.
Wajior: }ch der Belegenteit ongemeflene Antiphone,
(ennas
v Daftor (uum Witar gavewvet): Loffet uns beloys “Y Y
fioigt bie augeneifene Collecte,
e, Ymen, ot 4,3 Yo i e
Baitor Gur Genn. gewendet) Tieft nle Gpiftel. J % LARARAS

A dirfe [dlidit fih eine Sequeny mit Halelujuh, Dr ber
Pafitonegeit wmit Wuen, 3. By

Paftors Hriliger Vater, Geilige uns in deiner Wakes
feit; dein Bort ift die "Bul)rl)vll. Hallelujah,

Selig finb, bie @uites ‘anrt foven und betalren.
Haliefujal.

&, dev b snd Yeifielt auf vein Worl Yofjen, gled,
baf unfeve Seele aug beineir Worle lebe wnd bidy preife
immer unb ewiglid.  Halielujol,

SotteadbienfleTronung. 7

bid Benalich, bu wolleft beine Hrifilidhe Rivde mit allen
ibren Sehrern und Dienern burdy deinen Heiligen Gleift
tegieren, daf fie bei der redhifdhaffenen unverfalidien Yehre
beined veinen Worted hier und allenthalben erhulten merben
mige, daburd) deln Reidh) unfer und vermehret, der wabre
Glavbe in un3 ervedet und geflarlet werbe, and) vie Llede
gegen alle Menfden in uns errvadgle und junchme,

Ferner bitten wir bidh, HErr aller Herren, dut wolleft
auf bdlefes unfer neues BWalerland mit Gnade Herabiehen,
¢3 bei Jeiner Rreeileit unvertiivyt erhalten, und jeine leibliche
und geifilidge Woblfahet fumerdar fordern,  Laf div in
beinen glifiden Shup und Sdient befolhlen fein alle
Beamten 2es Landed,  Sepe fie jimmilid) 3u veinem Seqen
unb fedne fie.mit Gnade und Wohlthat fitr und filr, vemit
wir unler ifrev Regievung ein qeruliges und fliffes Leben
filleen mdgen in alfer ®ottfeligleit und Ehrbarkeit.

Sufonbevfeit billen tir bid), Yof beine ugen Tag und
Radt offen fiehen fiber diefer gangen Stadt (Hegend) und
allen ihren Eintwohnern, unbd gedente aud) in Gnaden an
tnjere @emeinde.  Sel du, allmidtiger Shulberr deiner
firde, aud) feener wanter ung mit deiner Gnade und Pilfe,
jiche deine Hand nicdht vor und ab, unb gied ju allen Untees
nehmungen {lir unfere jeitlidle und civige Bahifabrt dein
gBHlidyes Gebeilen. DBerleile und Yeiligen Vruth, quten
Refh und redyte Werke.

Deiner guidigen OOhut und Fiirforge befehlen tvir
audh unfere audtirtigen @laubensgenoffers,  Gel ihnen
frennblidy, HErr unjer Gott, und fbrvere vag Werk ihrer
Dduve.  Defdhilpe fie mihtig v allen Gefahren, bie ifuen
broflen, und erfalte fic el dbem Ginigen, dah Tic deinen
Namen filedten,
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8 (Botlesbienft: Ordbuung, ‘I* Gottesdienfl=Ordnung., Y
Segue It Guaden die Aofeegithing und Mntertoeifung . Dater Unfer: » £
wnferer Yugend, dafh fie abfwadie in deiner Furdt qum Baler Unfer, dee bu Wit tin Hinunel i
Preife defnes MNamens,  Infonverheit fegne die vediglanbi- . Beleiliget werde dein Name.
gent Qefranftalten juv Audriiftung treuer Arbeiter in deinewm . Dein RNeidy lomme.
Telitherge and) tn biefen Randen. b Dcin Wille gefdebhe, wie im Pimmel, allo audy auf

Foroeve alle Griffliden Handblungen, Nahrungen und
Hanticrungen, und fah dabei eineir Yeben wit allem guien
®eriffen vor biv wanbeln nnd fid) redlid) nifhren.

Nimm bidhy i Gnaven an afler Franten, Armen,
Wittwen und Waifen, behile ale Sdivangeren, SLinder

Erben,

Unfer tiglidy Brod gich ung Geute.

Und bergich uns unfere Sduld, als wiv bergeben
unferen Echuldigern.

Und fiihre und midt in Verfudpung.

und Stugerinnen, geleite alle Meifenden auf de Wegen \ éonbcn\_ "W"‘ uné D.D" bert m'.bd'
4 8 i) f ¢ae i Denu bein ift bad MNeid), und die Kraft, nnd vie Herea

\

5.

.
{hres Berufed ju Wafler und au Lande; erbarme bid) aller * D vy s S
Angefodyienet und derer, die um deines RNamens willen : / lisgleit in @uwigleil.  Wmen.
Berfolgung Tetden,  Trofte fe, v Eolt, wit beiner Giile und - : i R

ev{fe fie endlich nad) beinem vaderliden Wohlgefalien. t ;o Dotunt:

Gied gum Wadysthum der Triigte best-Bandes dein [ Der Fricde Gollés, weldee Hoher ift, demn alle Verw
gbtfhd)tﬁ Gedeihen, wene ab jdadlidyes ll'ugcnnllvr,'mu[s= i nunft, beroahre eure Hergen und Sinne in Ehrifio JEfu.
wads, Theueeuug, Krieg, Fenerd= und Wafjersnolh wnd t Ywmen. .
enbere Plagen.  Bleibe fo bei uns, o lveuer Baler, bis \ — .

an wifer Ende, und fof deinen Geilt nimmermelhr von uns
weidien, bawit toiv in beiner Furdt leben, in beiner Gnabe
flexben unbd juleyt dad-Enbe unfecd Glaubens dabonbringen,
weldhed ba ifl ber Seelen Seligleit.

Dad alled thue win deined lieben Sohnesd, IEiu hrifii,
und feines theurenm Bluted wiflen, ber mit dbir und dem
Deiligen Geifte Tebet und Yercfdet, -in gleider Majefidt und
Ghre, walhrer Gott und ‘Menfd), Hodgelobet in Ewigkeit.

Wien, S e,
Fitebitten wnd Dandfagungen, Gy 5y f
Bermelbungen. /R

- B ST
Y o L Fpimeta

10 Goltesbienft-Crdonung,

allmddtiger Bater, eroiger Goif, allegeil wnd {berall dante
fagen, durd) Chvifum, unfeven HEvrn, durd) welden deine
Majeftdt Loben bie Engel, anbeten bie Perridhaften, filrdten
vic Wadyte, die Himmel und allee: Himmel Frdfle fammt
bent fefigen Servaphint mit etubhelligen Jubel preifen. Mit
ihren faf audy unfere Stimunten und bereinen und cunbetend
3t biv {predhen:

Gem.: Deilig, Bheilig, THeilig ijt ber HErr Jebaolfh!
Nile Lande find feiner Ehre volls Hofianna, Hefianna in
ber Hih’,  Gclobt et vev da fommt hin Ranten bed HETR,
Holianna, Hofianua, Hofiarma in der HIY'.

Abendbmahisoermafunng, wo.cine folge einlvelen {oil,

Paftor Guer Wltar): Laft uns beten: Vater Unfer, ber
bu bift im Himmel.  Geheiliget twerde bein Mame,  Lein
Reich fonnme.  Dein Wille gefchehe, wie im Hinmel, aljo
audy anf Erden,  Unfer danlidh) Brod gich und heute, Und
vergied wns unfere Sduid, als twiv vergeben unferen
Sguldigern.  Und flthre ung nidt in Verfudung. Sous
pern erldfe unsd vom Lebel. —

®em.: Denn dein it dad Reid, und die Lraff, und die
Derelidleit, in Eivigleit.  Wmen.

Baftor: Unfer HErr JEfus Chriftus, in der Nadt, da
et bervatfen tward, nafhm er bos Vrod, danfete und bradys,
b gabs feinen Jitngexn und fpvad: Rehmet Gin nnd effet,
bag ift f metn Leib, der filv eud) gegeben wird. Soldjes
1l au weinem SedbHtnif,

Deffelbigen gleidhen nafhm e aud) den Reld) nad dem
Abendmafl, banfeie unb gab thnen den und fprad: Nefuet
Din und frinfet alfe daraus, DViefer Keld) ift bad Neue

Abendinahidliturgic s

Gem,: Sdoffe v miv Soft w,

Paftor (sur Gew, getebrt): Ter HErr fei mit cud!

Gem.: Und mit deivem Geilie!

Paftor: Die Herjen in die Hohel

Slem.: Wiv exheben fie gum HErn.

Pafior: Laffet ung danutfagen dem HErren, unferem
Gollet

®ent.: Dag ift wiichig und redpt

Paflor Gum HWltar gewendety:  Wahrhaft whrdig und
redyt, Dillig und Beilfam iff, daf wir dir, Reiliger HCrr

Gjuﬂeﬁbimit:@rbmxng. 11

Teftament in § meinem Blut, bag fitr eud) vergoffen witd
auc Bevgebung der Silnben; folches thut, fo oft ihx's trinlt,
3w meinen Gevidtnib.

e = Ehrifte, du Lamm Golled x.

Baftor (gur Gent gavender): Dex Frieve bes HEron fei
mif eudy alfen,

Bem.: Ymen,

Wheubmahl3iied uud wafreud beffelbeu bie Austheiluug mit
beir Worlen's

Tefmet Hin und effet, das {jt ver wofre Leib unfered
HEren wnd Heilanded YEu Shrifti, file cure Sitnden in den
Foo dabhingegebent, Do fldrfe und erhalte eudh im wafren
Glauben gun erwigen Leben.  Amen,

Yeehret Hin und frintet, das ift vas toalhre Blut unfered
H&ren und Hellonbes FETu EGeift, vergofjon jur Vevgebuug
euver Siinden, Das flacte und erfalle cudy im wahren
Glauben gum ewigen Seben,  Amen.

Nady gejdeheuer Austheibong

Paftor (bem Attar gugewenbery: Donlel bew HEren, deun
ev ift freundlid,  Dallelnjah.

Gem,: Und jeine Giite wilret etviglich, Halelujal.

Ober in her Wboentd: b ber Pajfiondgeit:

PBaftor (e Altar gewende): So oft ihr von diefems Brod
effet und ton diefem Felde trintet, -

Fent,: Gollt hr ded HErrn Tod vertiludigen, big daf
er fommt.

Pafloe: Wic banten bir, allmidliger HE1re Fott, bak
bit und burch dicfe Yeilfame Gabe Yalt exquidet, und biften
beine Barmberziglelt, bafy dbu uns foides qedeifen lafjelt
aum flafen Glauben gegen dir wnd au briinfliger Liebe
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12 Gottesdienft-DOrbnttng.

unter wng allen, durd) unfern PSroi YCfum Eh i,
belnen Solbn, der mit bir in («metmt bed Delligen Gleiftes,
mabrer Gott, lebet und Geveldet tnmer und nmqhd)

Gem.: lem.

Paftor (ur Gem, gewendet): Dev Hrr fegne didh und
bebilte big! Der HEre exleudyle feln Nngelicht fiber bid) und

- fei bir gniidig! Ter HErr extebe fein Angeficht auf bid) unb

-

i

gebe div 4 Frichen.
Gem: Wmen, Unten. Amen'!
Sihlufivers: Gott fei gelobet und gebenebelet 2.
Wnbet Eeine Ubenbimahisicier flatt, o vollzieh fidy ber Golled:
bienft nadh ber Prebigt i biefer Weife:.

Gemeluvegefang (vor deffer Shiuh bder Paflor an ben
Ultar tritt )

7¢ Paltor (yum Attar geweabel) infonirt eine pajende

UntipGane.
~ Ban.: Relponfortun,
Baftor: Lafjet uns beten.
Gem.: Wen,
/ ¢ Palter Toricht (pur Gem, geroenbet): Der HEre fegne bid
u1b beblile bich! Ter Hidrr exlendhte fein Ungeficht tiber b
und fei div gnadig! Der HErr erfebe fein Angefidyt auf bid
und gebe bir § Frieber.
Bent.: Wmen,
Edlufbers.

Eollecte,

Amen,  Wmen.

11,
Radumittagd- und Wodpengotfesdienft.
Der @otledbient begiunt mit Gemeinbegefang, Wakrend bed
Teplen Berjed triit ber Pajlor au. ben Aftar und nady G;D[uﬁ bes

@efanged fpricd! ex, ber Gemeinbe jugewendets
Der HErr feb mit eud.

s e e R i

.

Golteddienit-Ordbnung, 18

Gem.: Wnb wit beinew Geiffe.

gsf:}m }‘Jh\iib[)om

Qaftor (qum Aliar gewoenbety: Laffef ung Ecim. Eollecte, ‘{:

Gem, : Amen, ’

Poftor Tiell, jur Semeinbe grwenbet, einen Sriftabidnitt,
Darauf fulgt wicber Gemeinbegefang. Gegen bet Edluf bejlelbant
Betrlit ber Paftor die Kangel unb ek folgh:

PMiedigt,

Rirdjengebet,

Bater iler,

Botum,

Sobann Gemeinbegefang; nad) bemielben:

ggl[]rlor} tiliphone.

Paftor: Collecte,

Gemn.: Mnen,

Pafter: Dev HErr fegne did) ac.

Sent.: Wmen,  Winen,  men,

- Wenpeinbegefang jum Sk,

it Gohriftentehre, o fallen Sie Verridnugen auj der Kanyel
weg, unb an Stelle beefelben tyite:

Ynflagen cined Hauptiiiides dez Kleinen Katedpimusd
burd) bie Rinber.

Seatedefe,

Pajtor: Bater Mufer, ~

Segen. ¥

@evr.: WUmen,  Wmen.  Wmen.

Gemeindegefang um Sdhlug,
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Appendix B

In 1917 the Missouri Synod produced an English agenda for use in its English District. This is the
same year that the Book of Hymns was produced by the Wisconsin Synod. In 1921 and 1936 the
Missouri Synod agenda was published as second and third editions. This is the second edition of the
main English worship service. This serves to show a difference between the Missouri Synod English
liturgy and the Wisconsin Synod English liturgy in the Book of Hymns (appendix C). One may note the
fullness of this liturgical service along with the invitations for the congregation to sing responses and the
officiant to chant portions of the service

| v(ﬁ;ﬁhhrﬁqf mnrtting’%rrnm, m’mé Conunniot,

vy m/mn of Imaca“on o{ ﬂsc Halv Gho.n? muy he .mng :
reguh’on s)xall rlxe, and ‘the }Hntxlcr, uund(ny at thc Auar, ahau aay:

Ir ‘the nare of ‘the Fatt 101, and of the: Son, and of .the
oly Ghost : : ;

. ?hen, nll Lueelfny ‘or nand{ng, a!mlt be c)lanted or sa(d
nwlcr.f Our hclp fs: 111 ‘Lhe name of the Loxd

I smd I mll confcs&, my tmnmossxous unto

ng hfe, thmngh Josus C‘lmst our: Lord, Amon. i
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8 ONDER OF MORNING BERVION, O THE COMMUNION,

Tha Sermoy ended, the Cnuﬂrct:ulrun‘«hnuunﬂ wp, tha Mintater shall raye
The peaco of God, which passeth all understanding, keep
your hearls and minds fhrough Chrisl Jesus.
The Grrearony shall then be chunted, al (he close of which tha Congreyciion
ahall he Roaled. .

One ¢f the Ovvepromss ders [following, oF ohl oracr suligble Oryesaonr,
may bo nped,

Tuk Qergnvony,
L
CGrepts in me n olean haart, O God: snd renow 4 right
spirit within me,
Cust e not away from Thy presenca: and iake not Thy
Holy Spirit from ma. .
Resare wnto me fhe joy of Thy sulvation: and uphold me
with Thy free Spirit.
15.
The swerifices of God aro o broken spirit: a broken and
a contrite hears, O God, Thou will not despise.
Do good i 'Why good plwstre uate Zion: buitd Thou ihe
walls of Jerusnlem,
Phen shalt Theu be pleased with the sacrifices of righteous-
uess: with bumt-clfering and whole burnt-offeriug.
The Ofetinge adall bo gatherod and browght fto the Minlater, who ahcdl place
them op the AMer.

Then shall the Mindster mako meiiton of gy apeoial Letilivs, Intercexsiong,
or Thanksglyings snhich may hove heen veqaented.  Jie tnay alyo maky menifon
of the death of any mesder of the Gongreyalion,

Fhen ahuil qollew fhe QrsrndL PRavER,  The Proped fere {ollowing may hr
waed; ov, it there he so Qommunlor, the LITANT, o & aelecting from the Cot-
LECTH AND TlavERd, s¢ akg sther suilable prayer.

Tan (zverat Poaven

Almighiy mad most meraiful God, the Father of our Tord
Jesus Christ: we give Thos thawks for sl Thy goodness und
tendler mercies, vspecially for the gift of Thy dear Son, sud for
the revelution of Thy will aud grace; and we beseach Thee so
to implant Thy Word in us {but in gool and honest hearts we
may keep it, and bLring forth fruit Dby patient continuance in
well-doing,

Mosl heartily we besoach Ther so to yule and govern Thy
Church universal, with all its pastors and ministers, that 1t may

OF NOENING SHRyiZE, O 3

aid 15e Conpropation seith
ST Lorn's Paavs s -

Sk we forgive sy who Craspess agiiust s AR d w8 nob
e’ tempiation d Bul - delives s Trond wilys Ko Thine fs° the
Cidoglon, awd the potery and the. gloty; forever ki ey
L Y‘M:ny !tl(l" by shid 1y E B

LN be vo Can
Cat e A X hall,

i & fselogy wisy by axngy and the Whaliler, sbinding
HatASE T TS EISCTINN, T G TEE 0NN T Gungrega iy
SNl afee wlleat ieny B ;

- M Begemorioy,

e, ands keep: thise,

ake Tlig. face dhing. np

Np Minc counteranga’ vpon.. Lhee;: and g

.'I'Iu/‘k lﬁv»‘chn{zlhn dhad) by 'lvr A s ¢ &
. Ao, :

SEWRI Ao W e by Ay the Mindefee oDl oo (o7 the? W HAw, eeake réadi the
CtetRIRR DR EeR by, i prepuce for tg giaip st uf (he TULE COXMUR TN,
: Lk g el the froniraim dinn ghalE ¢lse aid etunel - {u the emd af: the
! b RGN TN SR

Shaw Pereseni
The Minwted dhipth Set:
The Tord e with you,
CPAd i pivgn o Mvrnﬁ CALE e Xa w0
o i Ama with iy epivins o b
S indslor. Lilt Wp yoie v
Congregelion, Woilift thani i finta thiv: Vord:

Miniaters Tt \‘m’p,i\"} (hanks info the Tioed, our fod..
Cargregelion. 1€ meok and right 50 106, :

Mgl T e frnly et vighl and siutary e should

Toly Talher, Almighty, Exerlnsting (ol

reve shatl ollan he Paoere PRErscE, aecsrding (o, the thne, i there Ly iy

_u-nv‘ulu appointed B o Ele linienideedp aball fuliare; RHEREIURE W O
o A Al CEUASGRLAG Fbe : el i

O Fathior, wh frt iy Tiewven: - Hallowed b1 Thy namb;
Thy Kinpdont come: Thy will ba done on arthing it 5 i Nieavon:
Gl “this day olir dnily breads " And forgive us vue Lospmsses,

Anen s

At all fimog and s ailplaees” pive: hanss il Thos -0 Lindy ‘

ONDEN OF MOUNTNU SERVIOR, OR FHE COMMUNION, £l

Be presorved jn the pure doctrine of Thy saving Word, wherchy
faith toward Thee may be strengthened, snd ebarity inereased in
w toward all mankind.

Grint wlso hoalih and prosperivy to all tht are in anthority,
gapecinlly fn the Prosident Jand Cougress] of the United Sintes,
tho Governor [and Tegislatnre] of this Cenmonwealth, and to
1l our Jadges end Magistrates; and endue thew with grace to
rule after Thy good pleasrs, to the maintenancs of righteousness
and io the hindrance and panishment of wickedness, that we yay
lead o quict wad peaveable life in all godliness and honesty.

May it pleaze Thew ulso o barn the hearts of our enouies
end adversarios, that they may vease thelr « wity, and be in-
Celined to walk with ve in meekness and i pence

All who are in trouble, wank, sickness, angaish of Subor,
seril of Geath, or any other adversily, capecindly those who are in
suifering for Thy name sod for Thy frath’s sake, comlont, O God,
with Thy IToly Spirit, that they may > coiva anid acknowladge
heir afilietions a8 the manifestulion of Thy fatherly will
S And although we have deserved Thy righteous wrath and
' menifold puoishments, yet, we enbreal Thee, O wmosh mereilul

Tather, remember nob the mine of our yonth nov awr many trans-
. bub out of Thine unuspeaknble gordnoss, grece, anid
defond us from all harm nnd danger of bedy and soul.
Proserve ug trom false and pernicions docirine from wnr and
Woadsied, from plague and pestilenee, Srean al} calarcily by fire
and waler, fron: hail amil fempest, from faijvre of lavvest and
from famine, fram anguish of beart and despaic of Thy mevcy,
Bland from an evil i And i every timp of tremble show
Thysotl u vers present Halp, the Savior of all mon, and especially
of {hem thal believe

Conse mlso the needful fruiis of the earll ta prospor, thet
we may enjoy Lhem in due season. Giive sutvess to the Christian
iraining of the yonng, o ull tawfil oczupetions on land end sen,
and to all pure arts and usoful ¥nowledge; and crawn than
‘wille Thy blessing.

Jiere apecfal BuppHeotivea, Intareensions, nad Prapare sap be muda.

. Thess, and. whaiseeser athor things Thou wouldast have vs
ask nf Thea, O God, vouchsafe wato ws for the sake of the bitter
¢ sulferings und death of TJesus Christ, Thine culy Son, our Lerd

and Savior, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Qhost, ever, one Gotl, warld witheut end. .

RG; ALRYIOR; OB THI COM M LSO, :

S Propse Trikagns, -
L von enmEnib :
or T Wi tystory ol e Wenk inedu flesh, Thou hast given
& now rovelabion of “Thiy glory, thik sielng Thee in the Pperson
Ty Bor, e ay bo dinwn to the 15ve ol thoxe thingstwhich’
ot soen, - Fherefove vith angels, otes : i

e Ol LI PASSION” SEASON, :
~Whooan Ui tree o the crosy Gidst mive selvetion: wnto man-
ind, that, whenc -avose, thenes Tifo also might rise spuins
£ heiwho by d-treu Dice ¢verend might Uxewise by ntree
: velst, o, Dord 3 thicughc whomn' wills

TEIL ARAEONT

“ehielly nresve: b s s e e Ui plivious
Tesurrevhion cbohy Son; Jeats Chelsly onr Lerd ;- for/ Ile' s e

Faselml Doy wliels waws offored: for sy and halh taken: -
the sin ofr the worldy Dwhe by Mg destls hatih deslvo
th, and by Flis Feing fo Mie agoin halle restored {0 s it
v Tife, - Therefaro wilh angels; el '

. . FOR ASDENSION DAY, .

Thiough - Jesus Christ, o Laxd;: who after T8 Resurtee-
on apyieared, openly, to w1l 100 diselples, and In thelr sight WY
Yenup: indo heiven; thas e might make s pavinkers of Mis
ving:padore, - Therefore with angels, ete. S

; - § SUFOR WHITSUNDAY. g B

Ahrosigh Jases (hrink Thy dear. Son, ont, Tord and Siviar,

aboended abova tha heavens, and, sitting, ol Iy vight band;

ol aution ihis‘ day. 1o Lol Spirit, a6 Tl had promisad; -
plasg sehereats tha whele earth rojoicok w

otgbﬁrm; PRRTIVAL 08 PIC RNV, i
W Ihing. only-kogotten Son: and. il Traly: Qliest et
G, one Lord, - And: futhe confesalon: ol ths ‘only fros o
rehip the Prinily in; Poraon, and: the Unily, in: Subslance,.
Majesty coequnl: 'Pherafors with angeleele.:
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Theyefore with angely and aw’\angelb, nnﬂ with all the u’mr
pany” ol henven, vy Inodand mognify ’l‘ln’ gloviotis wama, “avos
nibre pry ;mn; Thice ang El\\'nl"‘ B

1‘4(‘; . hb a7m oF, mnutul l.\c
. M.\\o'fl'

L OUTATION,

Lo thin Haly
iulul [ur 1 specint mm(m’z and:

'n"uty : lmtli bcup .
i ]mmhl,

i mui.dvxll«h,, t'n,m
toer Phiorefars our Lorl ) .
u]mn ws, and hath, faken upon 'J'Nm‘ac
mwhl fulhl forne: “Ik‘

r)_!, that s s
ol ap ug
uﬂ‘r'r munth umi nll thnt we by
b it t{\xxt We
i nd’ o slx‘\n'\iv!lw by

bk n.n murc«
fmth o
ol the
5. il

Guath, thnt VR o
’ ngmu for ou1 J.x stifitafioi; mu} rondet
thinks rur( T wmu, Loles wpoong erony. aud
. ewmsr‘in, s ehmmandnicok; Tove ong. (muum ewn na Ifc
= Lath | {
e are aly

14 URDER OF MOKNING FERVICE, O8 THE QOMMINION.

In diembalng 1he Comminsiiconte, the Winds fer may sey
Digpart i pence,
I e consecrased fread or Wine be rpent Usfore il Aace coivmuned, 1hé

Yinlaler ehall canscirate wore, xakicy olond ro much of the words of {natfau.
Hon en prefatneth tu the dnurnt (o e cuRsecrolad.

Whaa olf have cammtned, the Misfifer ahll TRrerendly corer whal yemaineih
Bf A2 firtid and Wiae,

Then, all atanding, mip be chanicd or aodd the
Nuse Thrers.
Lord, now lettest Thon Thy ervant depaet in peses sccord-
ing to Thy Word:

Por mine eyes have scen Thy salvation: which Thow hast
propared biforg the face of all pcoplu'

A light to lighien the Gendiles: and the glory of Thy
people Tarael. '

Glory I to the Father, and fo the Son: aud fo (he Holy
Chost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world,
without end. Amen.
Ther shali bé sald:

Tue THaxksarviNe,

Mintater,
O give thanks wnio the Lord, for e {s gool.

Tha Cangrépation shall chant er say;

And His anerey endureth forever,

Mintater,

We give thanks to Thee, Abmighty God, thal Thou hast ri-
freshed ws theoagh (his enfutary gitt; and we bescech Theo that
of Thy mercy Thow wouldst »um\mhs'n us through the samae in
faith (owurds Ther und in fervent lovo toward one another,
through Josus Christ, Thy denr Son, owr Toid, who liveth and
reigneth with Thee and the Haly Ghosi, ever, one God, world
withoub end,

The Congrepuison aAall chent or wp:
Amen,

Tl CUAIMADY HIDDANDY

albior,: who artiin )
hy Lingdon: eome; Thy will b done on Mr!h as Qs
ve g this: duy pie-dgily bre
forive’ thote: wha 't
i Bt del ’
"l'm-n mun )m Lununvuu’m Cheny ar, antip : b
oy ard: the x,lmv

L) e he sttt
fake NG " Mata’.
Ap R g Beead
o M bendy
ind i Take, eats this 1\[',' bo(l),’ .
. This do in te Fance of Me,

314
N lu) whm Uh Imd aum‘ul, gn\o th
vink e nll ol it
for you: for {he
K xt’ m rcuwmbrm 0

Thep aketf this Minster s .
The pesce of the Lok be with you alway
uulnl or ealdd (bo AGRTE D and. the uwmamm.u mn !mmv'
: Aokvs Do 5o
& Thou Lanb: of Ged, Lot takest nyay (hc sm of

nerey llll()ﬂ n
mn\x of Ood Hmt fal z,b AWLL l 3 5l c-f,

th the Immﬂ he zlmll ity
2 truae body of oue Terd Jostis Oh

¢ THE ORUER OF MORNING SEHVICE. 15
Then ey bo cranted o salil The
Byeseoicayues,
Minister. The Lord be with you.
Congregation, And with thy epirit.
Minteter, Bloss we the Lord,
4 Congregalion, Thavks b o God,
Shen vhall ihe Minttler oy the BER¥DIOTION, 43 here followeth, or Ae mapy aoy
‘the seords @ Cok. 13, 14,
Tae BENEMCTION.
Pho T.ord bless thee, nnd keep thee.
‘'hn Lord make Ty face shine upon thee, and % gracious
At thes. .
The Leord lift up iz countennnee wpon thoes, and give
theo peace.
i The Conprevation shall chasf or sopt
G Amen,
After the Bewcdicrien Tke Gosprepatéen akosTd <ffer #Hient proyee
; The Ochor of Morning FHervice,
f (Secoxn Foru.)

ﬁe srrvice st vpened with the winging of a Hymx of prace and merey (Kynz).
60 Conprepation thall rise, umd the Ainfader, atending of Ehy ditan, sAall
Tehant or suyi

(ilory be to God on hight
The Congregatian khall isapond by dnping:
Al glory b to God on high, efe.
Tae Minieter, apuin facing $he Congregatien af fhe cloce of the Hymn, shall
chant or ray’
The Lord be with you.

The Cosgrepalion shedi seepind.
And with thy apirit.
Then the Miniatcr, faeing ihe 4ftar, wholl chast i@ ay soms avliuble yevelele,
. or antighen, fwa on feiblvl dapy, €0, on Advent:
Ministor, Prepore yo the way of the Lord. Halllujah!
Congrogation, Make 10 paths sbraight. Hallehyjuh!
Minister, Flosauna o Ow Son of David, Tlallelujah?
Congregation, Jlosama in the highest. Hallelujah?!
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Appendix C

The Wisconsin Synod produced the Book of Hymns in 1917. It was an English hymnal which
sought to provide better worship materials for the English speaking congregations of the synod. It also
was intended to serve as the shift to English in general was taking place. It included an agenda. One may
note that the service follows typical Wisconsin Synod practice of the time. The agenda was a shorter
agenda including less of the liturgical elements than the Missouri Synod. However, due to the growing
concern about music in the Wisconsin Synod, the Book of Hymns included musical notation for the
agenda and hymns. The following is the main worship service.
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Appendix D

In 1941, the Synodical Conference published the joint hymnal called The Lutheran Hymnal. This
hymnal would deeply shape worship in the Wisconsin Synod. It would introduce the use of a fuller
liturgical service. It included the singing and chanting commonly in use in the Missouri Synod. One may
note all of those elements in the following main service.
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