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Jiwinona‘Memorables: St. Martin's, von Rohr, and Sauerf”‘f;“

| bMany thlngs become of 1ntereet as one studies Ameflcan
Lutheranlsm._ Especially 1nterest1ng to me is the foundlng,‘:ilf
':~growth, and development of some of the first churches in the
.'%fUnlted States, especially in the Upper Midwest. One such church

: “_1s St Martln s Iutheran Church of Wlnonaq Minnesota, my Wlfe s ]e“'"‘

hometown - So come along as we journey through the details of the;
“»beglnnlng and subsequent growth of St. Martin's Lutheran Chﬁfchik
‘ As one looks at a congregatlon, he can "t really appreeiate
flwhat the foundlng people had to go through. It was not alwaysve o
‘”“Qea bed of roses. Such is the case with St. Martin's early hlstory{evl
“1‘lhey endured a palnfully dlfflcult beglnnlng. ‘The first decade =

';,of=uh1s congregatlon was a struggle for survival, not of the f

"k1;fa1th of the small band of people who gathered to hear the‘ff[aeﬁa.‘
e;,VWord but of the congregatlon 1tself  "‘
As 18 frequently the case, llttle is known of the beglnnlng

‘,'years of the congregatlon. We do know that the congregatlon },3-yf:~f.

uiiwas f ounded 1n the year 1856 by the three pioneer members:f5fefl'*”‘:u
UﬁvLi?Toblas Leeb Nlcolaus, and John Bartels.l After about six famllles‘e 
Ho”had‘301ned the new organizatlon, the Rev. L. F Krause, one of b g
n"the founders of the Buffalo Synod, became its first pastor.'e"’
bThe members purchased property on Fifth Street, between” leerty
:,'ﬂ;and Chestnut, and erected an 18 by 30 foot structure at a coet‘
- f’f} of $130.00.2 They named their congregation St. Martin's in. |
"eehonor of Maftln Luther.3 This structure was dedlcated shortly‘»

‘T ;before Christmas in thls same year (1856).




-0

‘Ikd Pastor Krause served the infant congregstion for on]y a- ’

nyear’v Where he went and what he did is not clear. We do
‘;fanW that while he was gone .Pastor A. Brandt from Hart and other
/ pastors of the Buffalo Synod Served the congregation. Pastor
‘Kfeﬁee was absent from‘1857~6l. He returned in 1861 only to

‘“f'lleave again in 1864.4

Again the congregation was Wlthout a paster,
'-¢€a bad situation to be in when first starting out. ‘ |
| Durlng this two year vacancy, Tobias Leeb, dean of the‘p‘
'dchurch, carried his small organ to church every Sunday morning '
'd;eﬁdfpreached and lead the hymn singing.5 The Rev. Philip‘von
: ":‘yn'gRohr, who became pastor years later, said of these early days, ,_l:'
‘T"We must mention Mr Tobias Leeb to whose untiring fldellty

~‘1t is due that the congregatlon remalned in ex1stence., bven

RJf{lf no mlnlster was here he would 80 to church w1th his famlly

1f?]and read a sermon to them and a few others who also remalned

Q»The few facts just mentioned are all that is really known of
j,the flrst ten years of S8t. Martin's hlstory. g

In 1886 Philip von Kohr, about whom more will be sald later;ii;¥5

”;Q;of Toledo, Ohlo, was called to f111 the vacancy. Under hlS
dildlrectlon the congregatlon qulckly grew, Durlng his first‘f:
:iﬁfweek as pastor, he establlehed a parochial school and a branch
d7fcongregat10n in Wllson 7 Six students started out in thls‘fdQ{V'

:”ffdfschool beveral monthe later over eighty were enrolled

'ﬂé;FIOm thls tlme on, not only did &t Martin's abound in fdlth

inbut in.numbers and material growth,

By June 1867 it was obv1ous that more Toom Was needed, and

ﬁflt was de01ded to purchase property at Broadway and leertyp
g -

zp;,Street for $275.00.

The flrst church was moved to this sitei{:tdixff




~3-

iiha an 18 or 20 foot addition was added. Rapid growth mede it
‘?:a7necessary to expand again, and 1n 1870 a new church, 36 by 80;
”f'}‘feet was erected at a cost of $5000. OO.9 At this time the';ﬁqv

'fcongregatlon numbered about 60 famllles. 5even years later ln-f

:l877 St. Martln s 301ned the Evangelical Lutheran joint Synod,'

.bf¥Wisc. and other sta‘t:es.:LO

'q“?f: The attendance in the school ‘was so large that the

vcongregatlon was compelled to erect a new school bulldlng 1h
:r”188o. ‘Two lots on the corner of Fifth and Chestnut Streetvwere‘
;’lbeﬁghtkfor $800 00 and =z building was erected‘for the sumlof -
' EbBQOO OO.ll Before the school building was constructed, the
, " students mef in the old church u51ng the pews as. benches on whlch‘~'iﬁ
k "fa:to=study. In 1883 St. liartin‘s was filled with more and better

'_:mu51c when a pipe organ, Valued at $1300.00, was secured by

- Teacher Walz.
: By 1885 the growing congregation needed more room. 'Their
,r}aold church was sold for $75.00 and moved away, but during the
;eeonstructlon of the basic building in which they still worshlp»'
i‘gtbdaj,'loeated at Broadway and Liberty, services were hel@jie‘
 eeFthe old structure. Plans for this were drawn by C.G. Nayﬁurj
ave;and bon, and in early 18e6 the contract was let to Munck and S R
7 eaLohse’for 314 600 OO. The total cost was somewhat above $19 OOO 12>~v
’a?It was dedicated December 12, 1886, with Professor Ernst of
*i;fWatertown, Wisc., preaching the sermon in the morning, Rev.:u>N
’"fBabenroth in the afternoon, and frof. Grabner of M1lwaukee 1n
'?°:_the evening in English. 13 ) | | e ;
jef; The church and school seemed to just keep on growiﬁg,?ixe'

 _Imprevements cpntinued. " To accomodate the needs of the families‘aa
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e‘efon'the West End, a branch school was established on the corner .

”_{ée?of Klng and Minnesota Streets in 1890. This school operated

' ”untll 1921 when it was closed. The lot that they bought nost

7&800 00 and the building $1200.00.7% The classes at this school

'm"-were conducted by the assistant pastor. It wasn T long: after thlS‘

and a second story had to be added to the school at S5th and

{’7;:geChestnut Streets.

| The 40th anniversary of the congregation was guite a
3 dcelebratlon, because along with it, they celebrated the lﬁth

‘ryear‘of the dedication of the building, and the 30th anniversary

 f:of the mlnlstry of Pastor von kohr. The pastor could report,

| ‘d-~"Thus we see that the blessing of the Lord has been with us

‘ﬂ_all these years. The congregatlon now (1896) numbers at 1east

!SOO famllles and nearly 1, 400 communlcants. We may well glmeﬁjﬂlf

"ff[ thanks to the Lord...".?

d~ vcapac1ty about l 200.

The church contlnued to grow for the next ten years. Just gf9:f”7

T‘before the Golden Jubilee, a new altar and pulpit were 1nsta1

'idjln the church, and side galleries were added to make the seating ﬁffﬁ

16

’lf Great preparatlons were made for the 50th annlversary,

Je; 1nclud1ng those mentloned above. Many were the soeakers they

had ‘on thls festive day; Pastors Koch, Ziegler, Gausew1tz, and

'"devothers.‘

The church was indeed healthy, but its beloved pastor was
\fnot; In the summer of 1905 he had vacationed in the West ;gifk' |
because of his health, and not long after the 50th annlversary,e'b
lthad salled to Europe to consult specialists. 17 He came back

almost 1mmed1ately.‘ A few weeks after his return, Dr. “lllxi H.:"
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Mayo operated on him on the table in the parsonage in an

*“7emergency situation. This orolonged the old pastor's life for

fff,three years. He died Dec. 22, 1908 of cancer at the age of 65

H fﬂv He had served the congregation for 42 years There was nocg"”

Tdoubt that his loss would be felt for he "had become a natlcnalmf
18 ‘

"fcharacter in the work of the Lutheran church." He had been

?f,pres1dent of the “isconsin Synod for nearly 20 years, and hlS '

*1fa‘preeence tmere would indeed be missed. ke would also be missed

k”eaby hie own'congregation whom he had served so faithfully fof 80

'i’mmany years; the congregation which he had built from almost
;7'fnoth1ng with the help of the Holy Spirit.

Though the congregation lost an excellent pastor, they

 ‘a'had few worries for they had called an able assistant threeje

v:years earller. In 1905 Pastor Alfred Sauer was called from'm ;‘

‘z'feWauaatosa to assist President and Pastor von Rohr who waem}a:afii~**

c‘already at thls time quite ill. Pastor Sauer was 23 when he‘rea
iajcelved hlS call, and one year later was left by hlmself to tend
3githe congregatlon while Pastor von ﬂohr was in HEurope. Not |
Qf‘ilong before: Bastor von Rohr dled astor Sauer marrled Elfrleda,:i_
"faPastnr von fHohr's dauvhter, at the encouragement of the old nastor.fi
| A month later, on Jan. 17, 1909, Pastor bauer was 1mstalled

‘fas ?astcr of St. HMartin's. It‘was a tremendous opportumity *«"':‘”

 fj:for the young pastor for the fields were ripe and the harvest

"ffgi"was waltlng. - There was at this tlme a large influx of German fe

flmmlgrants 1nto the Winona area. Pastor Sauer often remarked

ﬁgfe”The pastor didn' have to look for members in those days. }eThe,‘k

f1]51mm1grants, comlng from pious backgrounds, came to town and

:“looked for the minister. "3
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pastor Sauer had a great interest in the educational

I needs of his members, and did all he could to see that tkose

'i need° were fulfilled. In 1911 a 20- by 50~ foot addition WaS“

e bulit to the ¥West End school at a cost of $1800. 00.20

"VQ On the lOth enniversary of hlS installation in 1915: the

congregatlon numbered nearly 900 families. The last debt of =

Vl”ffe the congregatlon had been pald in 1912, and g fund had been

:l“;started for a new organ.

‘ Pastor Sauer was not only kept busy with this large church
"_but also served at Mlnnesota City, and once said that it 1s not o
ijadv1sable to take over a large congregatlon alone. At thlsio o

“vtlme St Martln s congregation was descrlbed as the city's

| llelargest Protestant congregation and Pastor Sauer as "dean of

'the Protestant clergy " Incidently, at this time he was earn;ngf

o ,F:}',i,ssloo 00 a month.

On the 6uth anniversary of the congregatlon, a new Austln‘

eVQuorgan was dedicgted. Thls organ, still the musical 1nstrument

ﬁlf;”keyboards.

.“"of the church, has 1,757 plpes, 30 stops and a console of three :fil o

21

7; Growth of a congregation is indeed great, but it has 1ts

'f'»‘advantages and dlsadvantabes. For example, as early as 1014

v-there was mentlon of the need for a new congre ation at the_ljﬁ"
iﬂWest £nd and for thls reason a fund was started. It was- some :ﬂ‘f‘
fg'years before the movement culminated. Peaceful release of .

| 1fabout 165 famllles to the new congregatlon of St. Matthew s f&liﬁ'b

ilfﬁﬁfelwas given in 1920.22 1p June l92l St Matthew s was permltted o

’ﬁ,rto collect for its new church as soon as St. Martin's had pald ll

1ts debt on its new parsonage. St. Matthew's church bulldlng

was. flnally completed in 1925, and it is still used today and is
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-=_;1—:;a=‘membe‘r of our Synod to this day. <>

- On the congregation's 75th anniversary, June 1931, the

k'e present St Martin's school structure, which had been erected‘

‘Hat a cost of $75,000.00, was dedicated. 24 1p addition to .
‘;eclassrooms for children, it contains a kitchen, au.cit11:0:'11;11{1.—--j
‘eegymnasnum, and four bowling alleys. _ _
. St. Matthew s is not the only child of ®t. Martin' s%,?iﬁ
1936 a group of Lutheran families at Pickwick, some of whomv
belonged to St. Martin's, were organlzed and formed a new
' congregat1on. 5They, along with Minnesota “Yity's congregatloﬁ,‘
:called a pastor. |

In 1943 Pastor Sauer finally got some help,. hls flTDt 1n

 ”~-‘35 years. It was his son, the Rev. Alfred von Kohr Sauer,‘a~e ;ff¥f:

;rgrandson of Pastor von nohr Alfred's son got this neame because“
he&was chrlstened with it by his grandrather when he baptlzed
‘vhlm, and thls event not too long before he died. It was alsov
‘about thle time when Pastor Sauer s wife, hlfrleda, dled

Alfred s .son served w1th his father for about flve years,

k'} ‘from 1843~ 1948, when he accepted a Professorship in 0.T.

’”;Theology at L'oncordla Seminary in St. Louis where he still: 1s‘

atoday, if memory serves me correctly.26

Rev. Wilmer Hoffmann became assistant when Alfred's son left.-

‘ ::'These were the autumn years of Bastor Sauer. He was in exoeelent S

ﬂ,health untll shortly before his death. he was always an act1ve~jf,vﬂf

v;man, 1n uhe church as well as in the community.

| In 1943 a memorlal fund was made-fo start a remodellﬁg
 *fund It was not until five years later that, under theif*j
leadershlp of Pastor Sauer, a plan was made to raise $30 OOJ OO;

*fIn 1951 the congregation began its renovatlon plans. There was_




'eethree phases to this plan. 1. heagting and providing a ohﬁrcﬁ
lbasement 2. redecorating and renoveting the interior ofEthe

E chur}ch, 3. renovating the exterior.°! On March 21, 1954, Al

'erededicatipﬁ was held following the completion of the fifst]

28

Our‘own'Professor

' two phases at a cost of about $83,000.00. |
29

fiﬂabeck who was Vice Pre51dent of the Synod, was the sneaker.
“_ Tt was not long after this rededication that ﬁastor bauer
dled He died gy 17, 1955, at the age of 73, not long before: the‘i"

BOth annlversary of his installation as assistant pastor. 30

As
'Was mentloned before, Pastor Hoffmann served with Pastor Sauer;

 St Martin's also had three vicars: lir. George ILuecke, Mr,;.

 “*j:j}Donald Sellnow \now Prof. at NWC), and lr. Robert Carter.

The Rev. Harold Backer was called to fill Pastor Sauer‘s

g pos1t10n. Rev. Gelstfeld became associate pastor in 1958 to f[e' =
ffflll the vacancy left by Hoffmann. In 1959 Paetor Backer dlea of _f:’
‘ a heart attack, and Pastor Korn a551stea Pastor Gelstfeld

| ~In 1961 St. Martin's withdrew from the Wisconsin Synod  ieie

fréapd.joined the ILutheran Church-llissouri Synod with whom 1tfretaine ,ev

3ff ite fellowship today. Would have it been different if Rohr or

:fSauer had etill been arocund? Would St. Martin's still be afff"

s member of our Synod? Who can tell? Vhat we do krow is that we

4’5  lost a big, influential congregation when they split. Thdugh it

'eﬂuk_haeesplit,'it has left its mark in our Synod. This congregatiOhe‘

'ffwésfserved'by Swo very great men, men who also left thelr mark

:“v This qongregation also started a couple of congregatlons that

'mefill are members of the WLLS, namely, St. Matthew s of Wlnona,: =

k’:iand St. Iukes of Plechk.

In 1961 the Rev. A.U. Deye became associate pastor and served

‘",‘fuhtilr;967. Geistfeld left in 1963 and the Rev. Merlen Wagner
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V;became assistant pastor and served until 1966. Also in 1963 e

?gSt.vMartln s established the Sauer Memorial Home which stlll

| 5}funct10ns to this day. In 1967 the Rev. Ronald Jansen became
 assistant pastor end left in 1970 when he took a call to Albert
.- Lea, Minn. The Rev. Louis Bittner then served as assistant

2L pestor} In 1971 Pastor Kenneth Krueger accepted the call and . -

' ﬁe,eser#ed'as assistant pastor until 1976. Pastor Richard Krenske'
"'took over in 1978 and is presently serving.
‘ These last facts and dates were taken from a plctorlal :
\dlreotory that was borrowed from St. Martin's. As one may 5
' ;;not1ce not much information is glven concerning the last 20
’*years.' And it seems to me that this is usually the case When

‘1:f deallng with the history of a congregation. Much attentlon is f“'ﬁ

Hglven to the early years because it is in the early years where
i:x',  most of the groundwork is establlshed concerning the congregatlonee‘f e
'e’JIt is in the early years which tells whether a congregatlon wzll ei
l'make it or fold It is also true that St. Martin's has not kad  e;'
Q‘a magor anniversary for some years so new information is not
*;avallable. But if my calculations are correct, they should be
B observ1ng their 125th this year sometime When more 1nformat10n &
‘w1ll be available. |
e ~One cannot look at St. Martin's congregation without‘lqeking .
at two of its best known and best loved pastors. These}tWo;vef' |
ve'icourse, Would be Pastors von Rohr and Sauer, bo%h of whom we. have‘
- brlefly looked at. Between the two they served approx1mately |
' 93 years. It was these two men wliio served at the vital tlmes
-f of the congregatlon, when it was beglnnlng and getting its footholds.'
‘It is only proper when talking of St Martin's to also talk  5

Lk7'ef*f,_of‘thsse two men. And in order to do this, it is necesserye:
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 ?to.g1ve a brief life's history of each of these men.
‘When you hear the name von Rohr, whom does it bring to m1nd°
B DOes it bring to mind Heinrich, Phlllp s father, or does it
  br1ng to mind one of Phlllp'Q daughters who became very Dromlnent
01tlzens of Winona? Or does it bring to mind Phlllp s brother,v
'Jéhn,‘who was a pharmacist? Or does it bring to mind Philip
‘_hlmself the man with whom we are concerned, the man who was
pre51dent of our Synod for 19 years, the man about whom little
is known, the man who was pastor -t St. Martin's for 42 years?

: ’ When we talk of Philip von Rohr, many people ask, “Who,is

he?“"Not much is known about this man, but it is worthwhile to

‘ f'loo£ brlefly at his life and lgbors.

Phlllp was the son of Helnrlch von ftohr about whom more 1s
known. It was Heinrich and uraubau who founded the Buffalo
Synod in 1845. It was not long before this that Heinrich
‘ established the congregation out in Freistadt. Because of these
early trademarks Heinrich left behind, more is written'and  ‘ “.
: coﬁSéquently known about him. |
i‘ While more is known of Heinrich von Rohr, one should.ﬁot .

'také_the accomplishments and activities of Philip von %okr iightly,

" Philip was born Feb. 13, 1843, in New York.-© He was educated in

‘. ‘thé Buffalo Synod, but under the influence of Walther joinéd‘theb
Synodical Confereﬁce. Before’he joined, however, he had'alféady
'Vtaken a call to Wisconsin Synod parish. |
It is while he is at Windna, his only parish, that‘it b§§amé
very cleér that this man was committed.to Christian educatién,
» Thisvbecqﬁes very evident when we learn that in the firgt §r 

SECond:wegk Philip started a parochial school. In a couple of
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"fmonths'this school swelled to around 100 students. Because the

- young congregation could not afford a teacher, Philip taught

'theastudents for close to four years.32

Mk While he was concerned with Christian education in his oWn_‘

Vparish, it did not stop here. He was in the Synod for only a

short time before he was elected to the board of control to the

tWo colleges. Northwestern College was the apple of von Rohij j;

eye; He was eonstantly supporting it by sending it Staaeﬁts_

and‘by helning-to raise money for its different needs. Of course,

most of his money raising eIIorts took place while he was nres1dent
e of the Synod. During his time as president, we hear that DMLC ‘]
fﬁl?ﬁfrefhbecame a teacher school. He was committed to Christian Lducatlon;:‘
lllvhhthere is no doubt about that. His commltment was espe01ally -

'r ev1dent during his pres1dency, but was also evident during hlS

Jﬂiwhole llfetlme and in his own household.
, It has already been mentioned that von Rohr was a Synod ; -
i pres1dent. A suitable title for this man would be "the |
'Jfl Forgotten President." The only people, professors excluded%?i*‘il“
hfhat’probably remember von ﬁohr as a president are the ﬁeoplefh:
s | of'Winona and the surrounding areas. But president he was froil:h
1889 1908. 73 a

Phlllp von Rohr was a natural leader. In 1886 he becamef g

o Vlce Presldent and served at that post until he became Pre51dent"”
*7l0ne only had to loo& at him to recognize him as a leader because
‘he Was a glant of a man. It is sald of him that he stood abovevr;lsiﬁ?
;h“oithe ‘erowd wherever he went in Winona, qulte a feat when one ‘
"hcon31ders that it was a 01ty of loggers.

‘j;;If someone ever doubts whether von Rohr was a leader or not, =
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‘;_all that person has to do is to loox at his congregation. VWhen 55 “”
;i he got there it was in its beginnings. After he had been there‘ f_
‘f;for only a short time, this congregation sprung up and gre

‘f qu1ckly. St. Martin's became the largest congregation in the'
34 g

L*k;state on Minnesota. is school also grew. Things grew so
ik“fiqulckly at St. Martin's that it seems that they were consbantly‘
*7,v ré5diiding. FIndeed, an enviable position to be in.
» 'A.natural leader, not only of his congregation, bﬁ% a1$o i
of hlS adopted Synod. As ieader of the Synod, he was faced J  
.‘Wlth nUmerous dlfIlcultles. Mdst of them centered around'NWC;;i
and fun@s that were needed for new dorms, for the rebuilding
’i§f fhe édministration building, and for the general upkeep_cf‘
'? thékéchool. If the school needed funds, more often than nOt;Q:":;

-he'wouldvgo and make the coilection himself. A man Who Was ;€ﬂ"

; ,dedicated’to education and a man'who was a natural leader is

‘1ndeed found in the person of von Rohr

Whlle it is clear that Philip von Rohr was a natural leader;’
 'sbme mey argue as to how good of a leader he was. I mentlon B
. thls, ‘not because I think that he was not a good leader, but
t ‘vbecause of an event that took place during his pre51dency.- '
_: 1 am referrlng to the date of 1892 when lMinnesota énd.MiChigéﬁf  f  5?i
_-,-‘Jolned with Wisconsin to form the Joint Synod. The 1nterest1ng

f‘fthlng, or should I say puzzllng,_ls that President von Rohr Was_ 

  ”; not preqent ‘though for a few years he was the man v1s1t1ng the%?fi;iﬁ 
_f M1nnesota Synod. Why he was not there no one can say. - “hat We;;‘ f h;
?  can say is that things may have gone more SmOOthly if he had |

'; ~ been there. There may not hgve been the problems over maklng

“‘ the Semlnary in Michigan a preparatory school, and d01ng the

‘3L~  Same w1th “the school in New Ulm Why was he gone? Was he 1n Gl
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 Winona shepherding his flock as a good pastor? Did he feel
*‘éﬁéréIWas ﬁo need for him to afteno? These are questione:nogfejk
ﬁgoﬁekcen'énewer but in spite of this one episode, T don't”think"‘ e:
iffwe caﬂ call him any less of a great leader, though of ten forgotten.;ﬁe
i VWhile Philip von Rohr was president, and even before, 1t.-f“ﬁ b

'71;ﬁas~clear that he was an effectlve administrator. Durlng the‘
““r:? years von Rohr was president, the Synod operated on a medger »

 :%budget, yet with von Rohr at the helm they made it year dfter |

*  year.' It was during his tlme that the procedure for nomlnatlng
"fprofessors, publlshlng the nominee's name, and agllowing tlme fork
5{support or protests was adopted. i

= "Philip von fohr, a great leader, a great admlnlstrator,ie‘e
:eman concerned about bhrlstlan education, and a man who is notk
'  :g1ven enough credit. Behind all of these lay Philip's maln

ﬂ'concern' "Preach the uospel." Preach to the young and The old,,"

‘fto people near gnd far, to all. people. Philip was mles1on mlndedH"
'i!Q~Thls becomes immediately clear when we see the number of | |
‘f econgregat1ons that he started around the Winona area. Thereawgéfefe*
QeeW1lson gust to name one. While he was president, he Went foe;% 

' el'dlfferent areas to see if it would be feasible to start a
'“vcongregatlon there. It was aloo durlng his pre51dercy that the-a*em‘
T Apacheland mission got its start. o _” ‘”> e
| Yet Whlle Philip was kept busy with all of these oiher thlnge,;
 vf"he dld not neglect his famlly.’ Philip's wife was hmma nee Schaal “ff
VH':e- who bore “him three boys and five nglS. Along with everythlng?ff;t?°'
’fsiifthat fhlllp was good at, he was also a good father. Tolerance e'“
m'eleand reasonableness and powerful personality made Philip a goodoff

- f~father.§5 Philip's family was famous for its Gemuetllcbkelt.v

ji_They always had company, especially after he became pre51dent:pf>oe
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i}ftﬁéﬂJbint Synod. Such notables as “rnst, Notz, Woenecke,'ﬁhéi

f; Bad1ngs and others often visited their home and graced the 01tJ
;Qfof ﬂlnona with their presence. |

( Philip von Rohr, a man filled with energy to preach the Word

'"*éﬁman dedicated to serving the German immigrants' in the town |

- of Winona, a man who was a natural leader and administrator.

A~} vPh1l1p von Rohr, a man remembered, yet forgotten. This great

e  man, ‘the "Forgotten President," died Dec. 22, 1908, inhWinona.36'

" fiWhen he died there were 2000 souls at St. Martin's chureh.

‘2000 people attended his funeral and heard Gausewitz preach the L
; 'Engllsh sermon, and Bergemann the German. v A
‘ H Vhen he died, the Winona Republican Herald rlghtly sald
‘“The almighty prince of Israel has fallen. This can truthfully ~;~ 
‘befsald of the death of the Rev. von fohr. A man zealous 1n>7

’gObd'Works and a mighty leader in the cause of righteousneqsgg

‘> ’whose demise w1ll be mourned not only in Winona, but throughmut f‘&

"fua‘the entlre Northwest and indeed throughout the nation, for lir

'kvon Rohr had become a national character in the Work of the .
 : German TImtheran Church, n37
~ Though he died, yet he left behind traces of himself.

"Phillp baptized 4089, confirmed 2032, married 991, and burlggii

: 950,38  He also left behind a part of in the children, gréhd¥ i‘ 

o children, neices, nephews, and other relatives he left behiﬂd;;‘.

"*;;To ‘this day there are remnants of this great man in the Winoha*“

 area.f The Helse clan, the senlor Helse having married Adele,

'”€jiione of von Rohr S daughters, is still guite prominent in Wlnona.'l

: The helse boys are known for their doctoring. They stlll belong ji

' :fi td,St; Matthéw‘s,kat least the ones who attend church. They dld‘;l;f;i

yf 'notiéféy with St. Martin's in the split. On beptember 13, 1950,f: Qfd”
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~ 4da, another daughter, celebrated her 100th birthday in Winona.
$5 .Indeed ‘the "Forgotten President" is not totally forgotten.‘: '

Follow1ng in the footsteps of Philip von KHohr is a man L

f fposs1b1y known even less. The man I'm referring to is Alfred,f” r "

‘V”;Sauer.‘ He came to St. Martin's three years befofe Philiyp vaﬁ'

; 7:,Rohr died, and served as his assistant. It was not long after he"

"ylfarrlved that the senlor Pastor left for Europe to seek treatment

“ ‘ Pastor Sauer was born in Bloomfield, Wisc., August 18 1881
. He went through NWC and the Seminary at Wauwatosa and graduated‘}l'
;'aﬁQWa§ prdained in 1905. He came to St. Martin's in August of
  fbé7same yéar. It was a year later that Pastor Sauer hadSto‘take“ 

over Whlle Pastop von Hohr was gone. It was also at thicvﬁime_'

V_ﬁ:that he fell in love with von Rohr's daughter nlfrleda. They

',were marrled by the senior Pastor when he got back from.Eurgpe.; “

"fi:The special date was July 18, 1906 Pastor von Rohr chrlstened

ﬁ‘;there flrst child Philip von ﬁohr Sauer and baptized hlm.,_» 

‘_‘After Philip von Rohr died, Alfred Sauer got the call to be ’

, ‘,»the churcheS regular full time pastor. His distinguished career"b" |

‘f jinc1uded:the"introduction of English services in 1910. One year ‘

[ before that he had 1ntroduced Pre51dent Wllllam Taft, who

dellvered the well-known Winona speech on the tariff questlon._)

'TIn 1911 an addltlon was added to the West End parochial school

‘ tzthe,flrst in g serles of notable building additions Pastor;Sauerfﬂ’i3

fostered additions mentionediearlier. i
k In 1912 the last debt of the church was paid and four years:x
;_later the congregatlon procured a new Austln organ o
H In 1930 a new $75,000.00 parlsh school was erected and in
1951 a flve year church renovagtion program was begun Wlth the

' rededlcatlon ceremony belng held in 1954.
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v?aétor Sauer also created many new functions in the ohufeh |
:f eoch as the Sewing Guild, the Men's Club, and others. He'aleo
Aiorganlzed the Pickwick Lutheran Church. Along with activities
ﬁl‘fln the church, he kept himself busy by also being active in the e'
k:ﬁicommunlty. _
One of the highlights of his career had to be when his son, .
'%f]:;Aifred‘von Hohr Sauer, was appointed as assistent pastor in 1943,394 .
e Eis son is now instructor at the Concordia Lutheran Seéinery;

- Pastor Alfred Sauer, a man who continued the work that

ePaetor von Rohr had started. More has been written aboutkvbnr¢5 8

'o Rohi because he was president of the Synod for 19 years. Pastor

‘1iséoer‘never attained that position, but served his congregaﬁion o
~ very faithfully until his death. He died May 17, 1955, just

eweeks before he would have observed his 50th anniversary at}fy“

:eStleMaftin's.4O He was 73 when he died. His ministry was‘aﬁezf

ji‘L,aotlve one, end this can be seen by the figures of the

71& "accomplishments" of his mlnlstry. Alfred Sauer baotlzed 3316

';about 750 less than von.“ohr he conflrmed 2282, 250 more than

vfhls predessor, he married 2463, 1472 more than Pastor von dohr ,fo
x‘»;,and he buried an-even 2000, 1050 more than his elder. As these;*”ﬂ*"l

‘flgures 1ndlcate, the congregatlon experienced 1ts youth and ;
‘j~eﬁ;ear1y adulthood under its flrst pastor, its full maturlty under e

41 The congregatlon was blessed with these two men LR

”1'e“the second.
vj“ for a total of 93 years. Because these two men were so very
’o;eLlnfluentlal in the growth and development of the congregatlon,'
ﬂ'oI felt it was a must to say a little more about these two.*;i@ﬁ"

Phlllp von ftohr, that great man, the "Forgotten Man," the

1 'man who gserved falthfully as pre51dent for 19 years. Pasto;-;

fﬁﬂii# gf Alfred Sauer, a man dedicated to his congregation and its 5;f
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[f:growth Praise the Lgrd for such men who were indeed needed | 1n'
' fthe early years of the Synod and in the early years of St Martln s m‘ 

vi$congregat10n.

vSt Martln s, an. interesting story about a large congregatlan,__
fe?a church which is still one of the great landmarks of Winona, a ‘ |
e gchurch which is the mother church of St. Matthew's of Winona and"
oﬁher comgregations. It still is a large, beautiful chur*h

'Sf;-Martin's; one of the earlier churches in the “ynod,ea church

‘iwhiéh Wes blessed with two great and inspiring pastors in thei'
" pefsons of von Rohr and Sauer. Though St. Martin'’s is now a; 

vmember of the Missouri Synod, it still was end is a very

~imterestinﬂ congregation to study.: It was an influence in'fhe~
Wlscon51n Synod, and prov1ded men who also were very 1mportant
o to the beglnnlng years of the Wlscon51n Svnod.

St‘ Martin's, von Rohr, ‘and Sauer, memorables of W:Lnona, men:}f:g:

iwho Wlll be remembered, a congregatlon which 1s stlll a blg
3j 1nfluenee in the city teday. In 01081ng, I recommend a v181t1
| to thls beautlful church if you ever get to the Winona area,gwlt,p“

xlfwould indeed” be tlme well spent as was studying the congregatlon

‘ffand 1ts two great Dastors.
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