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i Profile of S5t. John, Wood Lake, MN.
The purpese of this paper is fto give an historical pressntation of

God' s guiding hand in  the congregation of §

Yo Jobhn. This paper

last  thing that %t. John's congregation ever

UNnecaes

as well as provides monotonous

reading. What T trised to do was hit the highlights of ithe ysars. I

helieve | amccomplished this

the re

how God's ora worked in the 111 vear history of my homs church, If

A

are lopking for, thay can he found in the

Syned at Meguon WI.



HIGTORICAL BEGINNINGS

The beginnings of 5t. John Evang Chureh of Wood Lake
Minnesota , a membar of ths Wisconsin Synod, dete hack to 1880. It was

his vyear that August Schulz, his wifs Henrieite, sons Samu

a  homssiesd in Wood L . That

original farm place is aboul tuwo miles north of Wood Lake on MN state

highway 274, on the west side of ithe road. August Schul:z s great

grandson, Harold Schulz is living there. August

family had immigraied to Mirnnssota from Posen, Germany.

virail  that  many o

before. These sarly immigrants settlsd down in southwestern Minnesoia
in a place they called Posen Tounship. Wood Lake Township was Posen
i.
i

Township s neighbor to  the north. This area that August Schulz and

advantages. The farm land wa

At}

vary good for growing crops  such as corn and wheat. There also was a

cad which ran  betuween the two fownships which could

their harvests to the bigger cities of New Ulm and Mankato. There was

small village nearby  which would Lake in
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ware others from ! 5 Land of

Hat

1884, Considering t

now living in  the area snd becausse of the po or great

it was  an  obvious choloe othaers 1o

ttle in this area.

o
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The religious b ground of many of the families that wmoved to the

a

Wood Lakes, as well as that of the August Schulz family,

was Lutheran., The Township had formed their own

Lion which was  callad 5t. Luke. This congreg ig now a

Le

theran  Church - Missourdi Synod. Howesver, this church

I
o
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i
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was just a litile too far away from Aupust Schuls's farm, about six



miles to  the south, and consequeantly he and some other Lutheran
families were without a chureh. This condition benan to change in

November of 1884 with the beginnings of 51. John Lutheran Church.

Martin and Louisa Schulsz was

naw daugh The baby s name was

paran ts ware vear Yooanocarna d tha

their child be hapt arid they sent word to the pastor of 5.

him to come and administer the sacramant. Fastor Scheitel, who

himself was installed as the pastor of &5t. on Ogtober 12, 1884,

and on Novewmbher 30, 1884, Ida was

God s family. But  that was not the only thing that was

that dav. At this occasion of the baptism many Luthsran

families had gathered. Thsere were aboul sighteen souls prasent tha

without a church and vet were very interested in

oot
]

[11. These families spoke 1o Fastor Schsitel about their desires to

o

form a congregation, and with a loving and caring hsart he offsred 1

that the Lutheran families of Wood | would

Bchulz s home with Pastor Scheitel leading worship on the t

were held at the

two yea

Sehulz home  every  third Suriday under the pastoral care of Pastor

Lo
{

Soon after the services began 1o be held in the Shulz homs, 11 was

decided that the Lutheran families would pursue the organization of

4
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thair own church. Already on month and half

after they first for Ida Schulz’'s baptism, the decision was

a new congrepation. AL this

for their naw church. The official




riame  of  thes congragation at  its  founding was: The

Evangelical Lutheran ©

ation, Unaltered Augshurg Con

o

the town of Wood Le

Yellow Medicine Co., Minnesota [

the naew

alectad church officsrs  from  among the group io

church. The first elesclted officers of St. John were: Bustav Schulsz,

i

irman and  treasurers William

“William Stuebner, and Gottlieb

angd Julius Li:

i

Samuel Just,

One month after this wmeeting the church constitultion, which w

gigrnaed by ths following men who hegan

bustav Sohulz
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Martin Schulz, Samusl

Gottliebh Just, Herman Just, LBustav Just

Harman

Schulz, Samusl Just

v ]

William Frase,

Herman Gisse, Fred Lange, Christophsar

Lange , Herman Hempel and bot 1. Soon after ihis

init , the mambership began  fo grow stsadily. It grsw so

hig that it hecame ohvious that the congregation would have to

of building a

==

construct its own church building. Bu

new church was 100 for rew immigrants the decision was reached

an Oetober 11, 1885 to  conduct the churc

school ho

m
e

Sochaitel conducted Communion

avambear

At a mesting on N

of  their own. But in January of 18891 the members of

St. John decided 1o seratech  the idea of

!
s PR, 2 5 . - o o AN T, S U e dAT Y L -
order to  bulld their O church. At & meeting in Jan® it was

d that sach member would contribu

Tor svary eighty acres of

o2
CL
e
s
.
~

In March of 1281 it was further ¢



construct & bulldi

as both church and schoel., The

1891, and the church

This

5

that
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A

i

church building.

guiding hand  is

Luthaeran familiss

the

short

Lo e e o o
Lime pas

af

pastor of  5t. Luke served

changsd. While on

angd Gustav

=
5]

Lrons

to

their

who @l

i

the

suppli

J
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5.

Sohaital.

of Fosen

in starting

his death by drowning in .

18

Arndt .

cornarsione

Was

aarl

— T RS T S
of  St. John

August Arndt.

Towns

congr

. This huilding would serve

of the church was laid on

finishsd and dedicat

churoh bullding we ted lamd

an

stood  a sho north of the
vary heginning of 54. John's

After being in Amarica

new church building and a part

would considerably alter ihs

ly beginnings until 1§

[y s gm g o by wm i b
Fosear. G951 01 heitel )

But on May Z@, 18

also 1. John.

orm a wadding

With the resuliing

e

would prudent to call

it

from & and joined the

of John in

04
D VY

first reside

John' s Pastors

hip. As IVE e

was vaery

e

Sarved

t. Johr. Ut il

Fastor Arndt

4



Yoo - s
He was &1,

to fFill the vacancy left upon Pastor

John's first resident pastor. It was stated that he

from sach of

ary. He also received three

[61. In i

decidad to huild a pars

the congrs

rrndt was glven permission to conduct sarvicss

o
o
o
i

sunday. It was

in the nearby town of

also during his pastorate that Bt. Jobn built & new schoolhouss. T

247 by 487 ones  room  school building was completer

twalve vears and resigned

o I Lo i e b O R S
hip grew to eighty voting

frndt

3. Pastor Justus Naumann. 19904 - 1813, Aftar

resigned, 5t. John's congregation called 5 Naumann. In

1805, under his  leadership 51, John joinsd the synod federation

F

called the Evangslical Lutheran Joint Svncd of Wisconsin, Minnescia,

Michigan, and other Statesn, In 1906 he was qgi to

conduct English services on an . John had

ane Sunday svening German  and English avary month. In 1912 he

L

servad 51, John only

was alected president of the Minmesota Synod.

ona vear afi alection to president before he accepted a call to

a congrenation near Goadhusa, MNulﬁ'PastQP Justus Naumann had a son,

zoeoma a Wisconsin

viiod P idant from

fileso  both Justus and his wife are huried in St.

John's cems just north of Wood

4. Fastor J. H. Hinck. 1314 - 1826,

Maumann  took a call to Goodhus MN.

serverd  during  what  can be called a transition inte ths

modern ara.  In his first vear as pastor,

al



installed to replace the kerosens lantsrns in beth the church and the

sonage. In 1919 he began conducting twe English services a

being used by the childran. In

as more and more English

new organ was purchased  for ths church. And three

afferiy

highlight of Pastor Hinck's tfernuwre came in his year as pastor of

St. Jobhn. In 15 ha saw the building of a new brick church. More

this church is found wunder ithe heading: The Churoh, In the

summer of 1996, before the new church was fully erescted, Pastor Hinck

~epted a call do tor in Por

5. Pastor Carl B. 19268 - 18936 stor Sohmidt served in

the hard times of Times waers tough on

eavervone including how 5t. John manansd

through the Depression vears present members responded: Harold Schulsz

(great grandson of August Schulz), dedicated

e

supportad i1 L5t

could with

o

o

fearts and they made it.

were small - perhaps ed more

Goltz, "Evervone s

vaaras,  And Ervin Munsc “God showed his

love so we could keap it going. It was herd but we made it." [71]

oL
o

midt s pastorate a psrmanent Chri

John cele

g. I May of 1%

anniversary on Penleco Sunday.  The membership continued to grow.

i

F.o E. Traub,. r Traub, a

o

at  Mobridogs 5.0, was

s Lutharan

R
torate

During Pastor Traub's pe eral improvements were

made to the church. In 1940 arnd hsar

this ins f o hearing. Also in 1848 {the



present day outside bulletin set up annourcing the times of

"The Lutharan

servica. In 1941, Pastor Traub successfully introducec

Hymnal® as the First Erglish by i ysed in 8t. John's GB

history. At this time, in October, 1941, Pastor

nificant effort to redu the $515.08 debi thet remainsd from the
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of ths new church., The following words t

ara artributed to

Pastor Traub, "Thankfulness for the undeserved security and abundance

af food and other material sings ouoht to sncourags

maintain an institution, the church, which alen

-

that try men’'s hearts."[81. So

o
-

Lt

debt was era and a parmanent bullding

monsy would he available when the nesd arose.

3 Pastor Boitho
/. Fastor Gotthol

o F.o Zimmerman.

were done during  Zimmerman’ s short

In

calabrat

through a combination of wmany private gifis. 50 during Zimmarman s

1_.

which was just west of the

church. In 1948 a new parsonage was built, the present day parsonags,

cost of %16 .,860. The old parsonage was sold to

at

]
s
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8. Pastor John W. Stehr. 1948 - 1954, Pastor Stehr was ithe

pastor to mnove inte the sonage. 1he most

signifi development for St. John during Pastor Stehr’'s stay was

davy

o

the building of the naw brick school. Mors about this presan

found  under the fitle: The Christian Day School. Fastor

School drive in 13950 and that

e A

or Stehr’s

under Pa

institution remains 1o this day . In

direction, John hosts the Pastoral Confaerence.



8, Pastor Lloyvd Husbner., 1854 - 1958, One of the mors

St. John  was Pastor Huebner. Though what

pastors

made him moest  notabls  in the WELS is that he would serve as

perhag

president  of  DHLC, Pastor Huebnar WaEE  vVary popular with the

CoOngrE recognizad that thefe wers only a few

merbers remaining who desired the Garman services and in 1958 the only

el and fourih

sarvice, on the

e Mmornth.

. Fastor Norval W. saw the congragaltion reach

sad in June to

ar 1962 will also

[TJ

seventy-five vears of God's grace. The v

for ancther important event. In

WS

thesse remarks, "There havse

Cantennial booklel

in the church as well as changes in

n langu

first and

This language was ussd  and weltten until 1932, From that tims on the

sre writiten in English  with a svnopsis given in Garman. And

Mminut

IEx:

o it owas v there ware more English

were held each month at the pastor’'s discretion.

In Aug was praachead

by Pastor Kock."[891 In 1986 ths now thirtv-five vear old church was

in need of minor 5. The churah tired, new lioht fistures

were hung. The stainec ocws were releaded. A new organ

console

i

Ware  ins st Ffor the organ. I

windows of tha srooms Wware removed and

tha lar

o
i)
-

replaced with small glass block sauares -~ the

thirough.

l



11, Pastor Norbert Gieschen, 1357~ 1974, Sieschen was the

L ol

John  for  the first four

—ty
3
i

1 do

& siater

under Pastor Gieschen s

not remember him. In

congregation was started in anite Falls, Minnesoita. The nams of

Lutheran. In July of 14974 some

this

o}
]

discussion began concerning  the construction of an addiltior

coverad front entrance to the chureh.  In April of 1975 a church

sl

It would rnet be until 1999 that this

antrance fund w

wWan

entrance would finally become reality. Whils

0=
P
o

the compunion wa was replated and a Studant f

ished in 18966, And in 1974 the church was

thse center aisle, the narthex, and the chanceal.

12, Pastor David Mever. 1975 - 1485, Meyer did many things

To further the work of God's kingdom, but he was

of 51. John to resign for cause. tor Me interested in
Christian education and demonsirated this by sending his own son,

Mark , to MLPS  in 4. While , many Day Scheol

and DMLC., { 1 to NWC aftar Fastor

arn to HLA, MLPS

E

During his pastorate the cutside brick work

he roof was reshingled, and the church received a

glift after 59 vears of uses. In

guarded

the chay

arch wers repainted in Mil

the ground breaking for hany  Chapel in Sranite

=
I
bt

irn that same year individual cup communion

church. In 1977 the r school building was raeplaced. In

[ A P PR N
O asslsT

1978 a Communion rail was  install on the

compunica

1hs in attending the Lord's  Supper. In 1984 the church pews

And in 1985 5t. John csl tad its 100th annive

ary .

Fastor Zulegsr cams to

e Zuleger. 1985 -

0



S1. John from Lake City, MN. He was called after David Mever resigned

camas to S5t. John he had to prepare for
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tor  Zuleger was installed on Juns 16,

and the Cantennial

the foll

turday , June

ntinued  inte  bHund

continuing pasterate the only major change to the church building, =

new antry,  took place. The majority of the money for this proj

i€ same fime an

came from the estats  of Herry and Bladys Just. At

. ALl this was done

in 188G, In 19495 Z o halp of the Elders

BT
[

clear the membership rolls. Af

-3 S Y A WA}
of ferad them nol

dropped from membership. Fastor Zuleger is the pastor

and his gifis are centerad upon praaching perhaps

7
P

Fastor Zuleger will hs re

e

The Present Day Church Huilding

1926, 5t. John exparienced a

. By that time the original church building which was

in 1891 was becoming too small as well as too unsafs. So

dacided to srect a new

i the spring of 1925

following Mers were elected to serve on the church

building commities: Emil  Stibb, Lawrence Schrupp, 6.E. Warnkse, John

Nelson, and Fastor J. H. Hinck. This nsw building would bhe built just

v G

south of the old church and can be located on the west

of N. 3rd

irn Woed Lake. In order to accommodate the perceived growth it
was decided to build a church that was 4@ by 98", 1% would have a

also decided to go with a flat




roofed bell towsr, rather than the pointed 11 ftower of the old

church. The contract to huild the nsw church was granted to Berd

lson

Construction of Forest City, Towa. The bid price for the siructure
Was 3,B83.00. The architect of the church was also from For GCity

by the name of  Thorwald Tho elson Construction tore down

old church and ussd  soms the woon to build & tool shed

3

the new church

the

7

held in the public scheool ogymnasium which was across the strset. All

=mernt . tile, eto. ware

the for the churchy the brick, sand,

tin and Frad Ahrend.

il and than

The lumber that was used was purchased locally from 5. H. Bouman

The bell from thes

rell  tower. The janitor would ring this

was the Lord s

ey

i
Lit
o
i

was  apparently too much of a
H ¥

“ior of

to do.L1@1. The ints

the church was furnished mostly L

the donations of members. The cornsrstons of church was laid on

July 11 ,1¢

ONCE Sgain

et ombed

Items included: coins, newspaper

R i P S
the nsw CSOFTSrstons.

list of t constitution, and thes church by-laws. Work was

3

ort the church and dedicated on Fehruaary 27

completer 18927,

style churches., It

The urch is not  unlike many

on &ll four sides.

has a single hell towsr with louvres

can hs gained off ths balcony. The narthe:
and gets crowdsd very easily. To the left of the narthsx, facing ths

the stairs

i
o=
-

B

right,

: i 5 T hn o e o - i3 - 4oL N Fs)
which wind up  to the balcany., T bmmgnay ltself can accommodate

]

about | peor The mnave of the church is narrow but long wiith two



[here
another 300, Tmedr are stained o

sides of pews which can

N . £z i
nt oand the b

and on both the

on either wall,

church. Facing the chancel, the woeod le

pulpit on the right.

sfore

&

the right of the pulpit.

out with his left hand and touch it. By about 73 it was removed and

Was placed on the halcony Tacing the pastor. No longer

the wmembers tims the nastor s sermons so Iy, Ti11. Ths

s wood  and is adorned with the statue of Christ which

altar is mads

¢

_— R, - - i A
was given as  a oifr

organ is placed on the laft front of ths nave and the pipss are hidden

just off the chancel on ths

Jay Sohool
School dates all the way back
8. John's members had

Fhea

to their children.

abharth. In

actually done in the home of Adelph

forth to build a school but it was later

congregation set

dacided to build a church instead. In this first churaoh t

ol part time. In 190 sohoal Hot was buil

was a one room schoel which new school was

)

students ware

5th and Bth

and  Hymnology together,

graders were taught other subj

»ts apart from the 7ih and 8ih graders.



ALl of the instruction before 14 was done primarily by the pastor

L

taachars would nut o

alona. Sometimes part tima

permanant teacher was callad. In the decision was finally

to call &

Lo to cont inue

the pastors work load too

call  for A taachsr was & ad to

=0l ard was installed on the first Sunday in Saptember, 1927, Mr.

|\/

Miss

axtendead to

served only two  veaars and a second

mvard as

By the early 1952 s it became ohvious that the old ane room school

big ancugh for all the It was &
a new school . eight

fhe first plans uwers

onstruction were turvned down becauss they wers

weres accepted. The new

call

i
1}

building was 58  fast  long and 47 feet wide. 11 butlk up against

GImancs [

church giving it the appe continueous building. The

school contains two classrooms upsiailers with a seating capacity of 40
per room. The bassment contains  boys and girls bathrooms, hooks

4

hang coats, and a small  open gym. Rescently a kindergarten room was

built

ups which can bes wsed for office use and

N e D

= Fhe grounds around the school are

day with a haskethall court and playvoround equipment.

| 954

new  two OO school  was built in L, the school

enrollmaent included 1st  through Bth grade. From that time a second

acher was called to teach the lowsr grades while the principal

gy vangiacal
5.  This medhed trniiﬂuea

taught the uppsr gra



The Future
The future of St. John's Lutheran Church and School is a bit

cloudy. Dropping atltendance and decrsassd offerings are sions that

churches to ma

the ohur to Join  with

a1 ing feasible.,  The drop  in offarings also caused concern

P/?o ‘r ; 5 ‘ﬂ/.’"{ﬂk
g %‘ﬁfﬁfwdﬁltha 1993

about the grade school. vaar St. John :

school has started charging tuition. More and mors support for the

school will have to from the parents. A sad case indeed.

to have a hopeful outlook. In the preceding

+
-

sar Ly a%eniaP?Gm St. John s

papas ol

guiding hand is

how Bod s hand has

to  the modsern

been visible in the congregation member Ervin Munsch responded, "We ' ve

sl devoted pastors in our church,” T121., Harold Jeseritz

Lo [OOSR AU 5 YN s SO PR
T SURPDGrT A Dmy OO0l .

=ponded, "By besing

i

time having had dedicated, hard working pas

Clearly one of the great resources 5t. John has

k4

They have tha of souls togsiher Tor
o do so inte the fulture. Surely God has

angalical Luthsran Church. Surely God will continue 4o do so in the

Ao
WTura .
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End Motes.

"Golden Armmiverss

935, p.il

. The numhsr 18

a publication

2

the church appears this way only once in "Bolden
the

. This name of

4
b
iversary Homscoming', p.11. In subsaguent hi

ference to the Augsburg Confession is dropped.

. For one reason or another 5t Schulz is not a an officer
¥

. The location and history of fthis school is not known.

of in "Centennial fAnniversary”

. This %10 per

Arndt s pavment is refarred to in "Centennial Anniversary"

. Thesa are responses to qusstion number

are in Acddendum A.

. Thess words of Traub ars found in "Centennial Anniversary

ol

. This information German servive are wreitten

i

in "Camntsnnial

B, This conclusion was based on in
.

to guaestion number 2 of the questionnairs.

. This reflects the thoughts of Fraddie fis responss to

number 15 o

FE R 1

12, Both are responses to guestion number 23 of aquestionnaire.
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Addendurm A

Responses to & Questiomaire sent by Paul Bunderson



\/;\9527’1)’ oF Mool Sido lis

Marmek 51 1HGE
Please resnond to my address at the seminary before April &)

I am i the mic=H ol writing ner for one of my
clazsas, Thae tapic oF  my  papar i3 . Tohn's Lutheran
of Woed iabs To Felo = in my re I haa z,rsclud;,d MEy
nuestion in ooampglati j curaiz history of our
naloyverd please take a few minuitzs to anzwer as
; area abls i f I5eY

¥

= any question

Si. John'=.

shara ahout

like 1o

1. In 1884 ths first =ervice was held in the home of Augusi Schulsz
Servicas were conductaed in his  home for two vears. Where wers Hf:
services hs 18917 59

i = held af’%er 1286, beftore the church was huilt in
, o p . g ) s D g S ;o

gur NS L7 N S At el Wl o 4////@' /fw/’z_s e

U/’(' ‘/\574//\/ 7 ST ad Ve ey ;/Z” 7// jlﬁ//'fb LamE #¢ [(//’7[//5“}& Y. C[Wﬂ"/////:-/?ﬂ

r’ ~— f L H] .
ff// /46/ //1 Zj/} +/ ”//.—/»ﬁlfcwm e Ju/zc)‘/éx//t/r"{:fiecl to ring bell at 6 o' cleck on
Saturda venings bacause of an old traditicon. What was the tradition
and why it stoppsd? 7 i L
e . i 774w 3fYJM/”J/F'/Aﬁf’f%gyﬁw”//ﬂu

[)é?}/‘/fy/,’ % /Z/Z/( (////’Z/ m/\g;//( /Z Zpd Fr L7, 1 £ ()J z’/{;/ 2,
THend [ WS SIS G5 e Tonirers | persed on 7020 .

3. In 1943 {he men and womsen attended communion togethar? What was

the ctice hefors 19497 2§ Ly
the practice before 13487 Q0 a0, 03 T foy s un o £rpum O fd T

')/,-,/ ') PR T . :
Clder Thon e ey B/i8 y 8 ort ender 70020 o

4. At ons *-rﬂh the man and women sat on diffearaent sides of the church
it whe hey start sitting together? 2
fibo wher did thev stari sitting together o M//;df .Z/ /’)/4/" 7//}/

1’1/5/”/ Jfﬁm/' FT5 S her S7768 The /cf/’// Vs

5. How many rooms were in the old school?

ONE Foem with prades 520

E. Which classes were held together?

ra/i/i'ym Som ¢ f&/%/a/f il WiIA gt
5 91 ”/7////1/ % 1o h f} y one service aach Sunday.

7. In 187 id Was termine

Was +hpre dluqu tuo services each )lmdq‘f before tha t?/éf 7/45 F/N.ff
Slrvice was jn Gepwmon

2. How often were Mission Festivals held?
TWice a0 year gtper )94,
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5. Whars were bhay held?

pedors 1927 They word bold sturside in 27Fp SEhnsz
vF o TFiep Tuly Groie.
10, Wharn did 5t.  John's stop having special mission fastival services

nutszida?

) 929

11, When T was  in grade schaol T went on =zeveral class trips. When

vou were in school did you also go on class irips? If _;, whers? es
MOSEIY  Fp The C7F788 PO PlIcss A€ 1p FEré57.

12. Did St. John's hsoin using the 1941 The Lutheran Hymnal right
away?

fA;f Was betore K2y 7ime 45 T was born /7 /i3

?
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13. Do vou recall much controversy

over its us

Z wes 7p Yoang 70 recoll

14, §t. John's was started by Lutheran families who had moved to UWood
i al D you  know anything of whare they came from and how they

0

utheran?
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FRUFLT This With Thew +r2m Geriasy

5. lWhan was the clock in the church moved from near the pulpit to the

VO L don'¥
17. Do you racall any struogle or opposition to the dropping of German
B 45 The péey) e /“ﬂ%zmr';%’
11 Gepman Pos5ed 20 There was pot ENDLy h Pl
V7124055 TH's  Servive to pote [ F FEusidre. 3 Jdonlf
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in the services until it was finally eliminated?



13, In your lifetime, what are the biggast changes that you racall

that happened to St. John's7
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19. What are the saddest changes you have seen?
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20. If you could restore some old traditions, which ones would vyou
bring bhack?
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21. Do vou recall how the church survived the Graat Deprezzion years?
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22, When yvou usra in Grade school, what was vour avsrags day like?

Plasss include any storiss you remambar about being in szhosl.
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73. In the vears that vyou have bsen a member of Si. John's, how have

vou sean Bod’ s lave for mankind shown to our church?
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24, What do vyou ghimk the future will bring for St. John's.
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March 31 ,1949R
Pleasa respnond to my address at the seminary before April 20.

of writing a Church History paper for ons of iy

classes. The tapic of my paper is the history of St. John' s Lutheran

of Wood Lake. To help me in my research I have included many

questions that would help me in completing an accurate hist ory of our

beloved church. ¢ you could please take a few minutas to answer as

many questicns as best you are able, it would be most appreciated,

Remember you don't have to answer any guestion vou do rniot know.

One the backsides of the sheets, please feel Frpf to write down any

amOFlPD that vou would like to shar about St. 5. B
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n"14884° the first ice was. held in thﬂ Home nF Aunw—+ Schul
Where were 4

ices were conducted in his home for twoc years. the .
lces held after 1886, before the church was built in 18917 /ﬁaéz;z;géy/

T nis
/Lé/fbizzij% _
2. In 1928 the janitor éc7

was instructed t{o ring beil at 6 o'cleck on //7
Saturday evenings because of an old tradition. What was the frad‘tion /éfﬂi@t/&3<izégz
and why was 1+ =toppeﬁ7

. In 1949 the men and women atitended communion together? What was

I am in  the midst

L'D m
< <

the practice before 19497 Ziéégéj#

4. At one time the men and women sat on different sidas of +he church.

About when did they start sitting togethear?

P vobien) THe e cfeih Jetias Gy

5. How many rooms were in the old school?

. Which classes were held together?

- il .

7. In 1971 it was determined to have only one service each Sunday .
Was there always tuwo se ervices each QUnday before that?

B. How often were Mission Festivals hald?

Qrece” G- y‘t// ep ffrepe



9. Whara uers thay held?
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P, When T was  1n grade school [ went on s=zveral class trips. When
vyou werea in 5chocl did you also go on class tripgs? If 20, wharae?

The Lutheran Hymnal right

12. Did 5t. John's begin using the 1941

13, Do vou recall 11Ph controversy over its use 7
s

d by Lutheran families who had moved ito Wood
Le. Do you  know no of where they came from and how they

Eg‘camg Lutheran? = /M
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15. When was the clock in the church moved from near the pulpit to the

balconay?

Z

16, Do you recall what happened to the old clock?

17. Do you recall any struggle or opposition to the dropping of German
“in the services until it was finally eliminated?
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15, In your lifebine, what are the biggest changes that you recall
that haopeansd io %4, John's7
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20, If vou could restore some old traditions, which ones would you
bring back?
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21. Do vou recall how the church survivaed the

school, what was vour av

.
pul
u remember about being in

S % 4/%

have been a member of S$t{. John's, how have

that vyou
our church?

love for mankind shown to

St oo Blovasts <25 ppsgprias

What do you think the future will bring for 5t. John's.
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the 13941 The Lutheran Hymnal right
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18, In your lifetime, what are the biggzst changes that you recall
that happensd to 5. John's7
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19. What are the saddest changes you have s=an?
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20. If you could restore some old traditions, which ones would you
bring back?
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21. On vyou recall how the church survived the Great Denre=zsina vears?
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22, When you uwersa in Grade school, what was your average day like?
Pleases include any siories you remember about bzing in school.
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23. In the years that vyou have been a member of Gt. John s, how have

you seen God's love for mankind shown to our nger?
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24, what do you thlnl the future will bring For St. John's.
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the home of August Schul
ra in his home for two years. Where we t
ld after 1886, before the church was built in 18917

[S2 N

- In 1828 the janitor . was instructed to ring bell at B o
¥ evenings bscause of an old tradition. What was the
st 7
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Saturda
nd why was it
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3. In 1949 the men and women attended communion togethar? What was

n
the practice bafore 19497

4. At one time the men and women sat on different sida
About when did they start sitt ing togethar?

P

v

5. How many rooms were in the old school?

/ ﬂ&‘f/"‘ﬁq
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6. Which classes were held together? ;VZanwbkf e /ﬁﬂ ! ¢,<zi‘

7. In 1971 it was determined to have only one service each Sunday.
Was there aluays two services each Sunday before that?

8. How often were Missian Festivals held?
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4. JInhn' s stop having special mission festival servicas

class trips. When

11, When T was in grade school T uwent on s
you were in school did you also go on class tri If 0, where?

12, Did 5it. John's begin using the 1941 The Lutheran Hymnal right
away? p

7/

13.. Do you recall much controversy over 5¢

=

14. St. John's was started by Lutheran families who had moved to Wood
anything of where they came from and how they

Lake. Do you know , ;
Lutheran?
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in the church moved from near the pulpit to the

15. When was the clock
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16. Do you recall what happened to the old clock?

17. Do you recall any struggle or opposition to the dropping of German
it was finally eliminated?

6”"’71 /4%'/ &h«lvf&w«dz/t @L/w'w‘“»é/

/, \4/“’”‘1«'— [// Y AN /Lféctxz!?ﬁ‘

in the services until
LY 4.

;E;;*_A4/¢k¢:A§L{4L44¢ax%%%
e J) M,WLé/ ALt it £ u oz le



13, In your lifetimae, what are the biggast changes that you recall

that heppensd to St. John's? ) )
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20. If you could restore some old traditions, which ones would you

bring back?
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21. Do you recall hew the church survived the Great Depression years?
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23. In the years that you have been a member of §t. John's, how have
yvou sean God's love for mankind shown to our Ckurch?
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24. What do you think the future will bring for St. John's.
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Please resnand tno my address at the seminary before April 20.

am in {he mid=t of writing a Church History paper for sne nf Yy
classzs. The tapic of ¥ peper 15 tha history of S4. John's Lutheran
of Wood lake. To help s in my ressarch I have includad MaEry
questions that would h=lp me in completing am accurate hist rvoof our
belovad church. If you could please take & few minutas to arswer as
many quastions as bast you are able, it would bhe most appreciatad,
Hzmembzr you don't have to ansuer any question you do rot krouw.
One the backsides of the shests, please fael fres tg write down any
memories that you would like to shara ahout St John's
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home for tuwe vears. Where we
the church was built in 18917
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2. In 1322 the janitor was instructed t ring bell at 6 o'cleock on
Saturday evenings because of an old +r dition. What was the tradition
7

and why was it stoppad? //Q/—Q aat Oé‘«/ o au %&J/"
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. In 1949 +the men and women attended commurnion taogether? What was
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4. At one tihP the men and women sat on diffarsent sid
fibout when did they start sitting togethar T fg

5. How many rooms were in the old school?[

6. Which classes were held together? 4 . ¥
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7. In 1971 it was determined to have only one service each Sunday.
Was there always {wo services each Sunday before thut?“ﬁbﬁ gwp%xhnv

8. How often were Mission Festivals held? & ¢ 71p co gZ@Q/l
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9. Where were thay held? %[M MJ%@%’

V2, Whea did St. John's stop having special mis
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Pl When T was  in nrade school T wen When
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school did you also go on
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John's hegin using the 18341 The Lutheran Hymnal right
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3. Do voeu recall much controversy over

14, St. John's was started by Lutheran families who had moved io Wood

Lake. Bo  vou knouw anything of where they came from and how they
- - e : e 2

became Lutheran? dﬂggja JE%ﬁwxngﬁ e

15, When was the clock in the church moved from near the pulpit to the

balconey? 1455 7 7é ¥y o9 19 b g

8. Do you recall what happasned to the old clock?
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17. Do you recall any strugele or opposition to the dropping of German
in the services until it was finally eliminated?
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12, In your lifatime, what are the biggsst changes that you recall
4

that haopened 1o St. John 27 4&}6 -2#
frpble o> mov awey s gl Aunt

st enalin. g gtivn; By, Banodléze,

19. What are the saddest changes you have ssen?
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20. If vou could restore some old traditiorns, which ones would you
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21. 0o you recall how the church survived the Sraeat Depression years?
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2. When vou wers in Grade s 1
Please include any stories you ramamb

that vyou have been a member of St. John's, how have

23. In the years
vou seen God's love for mankind shown to our church? /23L441f/ ~!g

24, What do you ithink the future will bring for St. John's.
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Flease rasnond tn my addrass at the seminary before April 20.

sr for one of my

I am in the midst of writing a Church History nag
classes. The tamic of My paper i the history of St Jokn'g Lutheran
of Wond Latka, To helpn me In my ressarch [ have included many
qQuestions that would help me in completing am sccurasta Fistory of ocur
beloved chureh. IFf you  could please take a fou minutss 16 answer as
many questions as hast you o are able, it would be most appreciated.
Remembsr you don't have to answer any gquestion 70U do not know.

One the backsides of the =heets, pleasa feel free g writae down any
memories that you would liks to shars ahout 9t John's

884 tha first service Was held in the home o

f August Sehulz.
are

conducted in his home for twe vears. Where were the

d after 1886, before the church was built in 189197

Q%a DA VA gl O At g s /Z/‘/ gttt g L

a or was instructed to ring bell at F o'clock on
becausz of an old tradition. Whati was the tradition
o] 7
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3. In 1949 the men and women attended communmion together? What was

the practice befors 19497 .

L ’ C A T Cwmon P
7/7/40 Py =’ 5 bt 4:‘/&’/!—1/ .‘Q/L/A’ _/&11/ /é'6~ Lty

4. At one tine the men and women sat on different sidag of the church.

fAbout when did they start sitting togethar?
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5. How many rooms were in the old school?

/‘ /é/ﬂTywy» »Ciﬁaié { 6Q£ftﬁkﬁﬁau
E. Which classes were held toget ‘
5 =%

7. In 1971 it was determined to have onl
Was there aluays {wo services each Suriday before that?

.

Yy one service each Sunday.

B. How often were Mission Festivals held?
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9. Where uvere thay hald?

19, When did St.  Jahn'= stop haviag special
cutsida?

trips. When

1. When I was in
wher=?

vou were in school did

~ >

12. Did St. John's hegin wusing the 1941 The Lutheran Hymnal right
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13. Do you recall much controversy over

s who had moved to Wood

14, St. John's was started by Lutheran famili
hey came from and how they

Lake. Do vou know anything of where they
became Lutheran?

YL

15, When was the clock in the church moved from near the pulpit to the

balconey?

16, Do you recall what happened to the old clock?
17. Do you recall any struggle or opposition to the dropping of German
in the services until it was finally eliminfted?
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3., In your lifebime, what  are the bt

i
that happnered tn St Iokn's7

bt

19. What are the saddzst changes vou have

gg2st 2hanges that you recall

pong, Conlice it

4

CiAs— Gppgd lans -

20, If you could restore some old traditions, which ones would vou

bring back?
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fiz sou recall hew the church survived the Grsat Depression years?
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22, When you uwere in Grede school, what was your average dav like?
Flease include any storiss you remsmber about being in school
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23. In the years that vyou have been a member of St. John's, how have
vou seen Bod' s love for mankind shown to our church?

24, What do you think the futvre will bring for 5t. John's,
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Addendum 8.
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Pastors

Pastor William Schictel Pastor August Arndt Pastor Justus H. Naumann
1885—1892 First Resident Pastor 1904—1913
: 1892—1904

Pastor J. H. Hinck Pastor Carl G. Schmidt - Pastor . L. Traub
1914—1926 , ) 1926—1936 1937—1944

Pastor G. F. Zimmermann Pastor John \\"./Stehr Pastor {__/?yd H_uebner
19441948 1948—1954 1954-—1958

, 4



Pastor N. W. Kock
1958 - 1966

Pastor Gieschen
1967 - 1974

Teachers

Pastor David Meyer
1975 - j4 g3

Teacher George Kiccker
1927--1929

Teacher Miss Alma Sievert
1929—1936



