Senior Church History
Prof. Brenner
Brian Ccens
A HISTORICAL SKXETCH OF

St. Peten’s Lv. Luthoran Church

Goodwin, South Dakota
Wisconsin Synod

“Established in 1898

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m. Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

“Preaching a changeless Chuiet to o changing world[”
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geveral men in the Missouri Synod as well as Wisconsin and Ohio.
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Franz Luebbert, Pastoer R. Volkert, Pastor G.

Lahme Pastor GM. Sheoemperlen, Pasior Henry
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Albrecht and Pastor 8§, Mlotkow
these men served newly established congregations
that spread acrogs the country side as well as serving preaching

stations. The missicnaries conducted services on whatever day

abzent voung laj
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the children and conducted Bible studies and se:
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thing all of these men had in common was the lack of comfort in
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their work. Hoads were non-exisient except for a few dirt roads
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that lead from town fto town. Indian paths were usged for the most

Members furnished the churches with such
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rough planks

skyward could he seen for miles on the open plains. One such
COng gation was 8%1. Peler's Evangelical Lutheran Church of
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Dakota which made a hub. People came 1o the 1tTown

"3

from fifty miles away fo sell their grain and pick up their

the Tirst thirty years the ftown saw six irains a day
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A new railrocad town also brought business =

it

Goodwin had over twenty thriving business places at the turn of the

century. Three hotels generally remained ful

« S A % I . By 3 F A - el
travelers. The town had the makings of a big city. At the end of

the 19th century Goodwin had about the same number of people as

has about 100 and Watertown has about

Watertown.

: ¥ 5 - .- 3 - vl . . 1 s T oa L P
18,000. Better ftransportation, better locality for Clear Lake and

Watertown, and especially the closing down of the railrecad made

Goodwin the small town it is today. At the fturn of the cenitury,
when 5f. Peter's was built, it had all the makings of a thriving
city. Today Goodwin has Kliegle's Garage, Toll's Care, Sher's Ship
Shape Shop (s hair salon), Green's Bar, the Post Office and §t.
Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, By God's grace that

congregation was founded and hy God's grace that congregat
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remains almost a century later.



1E BEGINNINGS AND EARLY YEARS

Most of the records of the early years of &
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this very little can be said about how the congregaiion got |

T 2 o
Ceginnings.
Several traveling missionaries served side of whal

hese groups grew several decided to build
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is now Scuth Dakota. A

a church building. In 1898 +the TfTirset three Wizcons Synod

congregations in Deuel county dedicated a building for the worship

of God. §8t. Peier's was the sscond. The first pastor who served
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the Lord called him to Chicago, Illincis in the of 1899.
Pastor 0. Just served as vacancy pastor. He was a member of the

by the sweat of the members hands.

The congregation was siarted by farmers and businessmen in the

5?@311“3 ] {thear Do lmoer ) ar ri {3y Jwin areo: S0 ~f i v wWeTro meambnere ot
Demis inen vaimer} and LUOOOWin area. aome ol Them were memoers o1

Hidewood, but distance was a factor. The farmers who founded the
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1 tower almost seventy-five feet in the air. Now they had
a church to worship in. The services were conducted in German.
The last German service ftook place in 1937, The people who were

moest dinstrumenial in the founding of St. Peter's are: Fred Behnke,



August Browotzke, E.¥F. Dumwmann, Louig Gerberding,
Gerberding, Emil Giziewski, Mike Giziewski, Emil Heyn, Ot
Herman Kleveter, W. Elippstein, Emil Lassig, H. Pobanz,
Rashke, Robert Rashke, Mrs. R. Rohweder, August Tesch,
Tesch., {75ith Anniversary Booklet) A gopy of the
signatures of the congregation is included. Most of the 1
are 3111l wvery familiar fto me, and many of their descen

William

to

0y
X

Frg
H

k)

or=tel

Mrsa.

relatives are members of the congregation teday.

The first baptism of the congregation was on October 16, 1888,
when both August Henry Anton Gerberding and Albert Michael
Giziewski received the sacrament of baptism.

The first marriage happened on March 8, 1888, when Herman
Eleveter and Emilia Probaniz were united in holy matrimony.

After the departure of Pastor Miotkowski S5t. Peter's called

{The other three congregations were served
E. Jchn.) Pastor 0. Weolf served 5t. Peter's

from 190i-1802. Pastor Wolf had the joy of welcoming the first
cenfirmation class into the congregation in 1902. Music entered
the worship service as during his ministry there the first organ
was dedicated in 1901, It wsas purchased from an Ohio Synod
congregation and much of the money raised by the children. An
interesting, noete I ran  across  was that the
congregation the Ohice Synod from early on. 1 found
this fact published in Tthe CGetober, 19838 edition of the Lutheran
Mezgenger, but did not uncover document ito this fact.
The congregation rejoined the Wisconsin Synod in 1810.
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1o this young congregation. Some turbulence must have arisen,
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though, because several members left the congre;

was brought against 5t. Peter's. The annual meeling notes from
January 3, 1910 tel s this. "Several members had left the
congregation and threatened to sug the congregation, s8¢ the eliders

|

were asked to defend the congregation and protect its property.

Th resolution was made thai the congregaltion would pay for all

{7

costs arising from a possgsible lawsuit.” 1In February of that same

year it was reported, "It was suggested that the cost of the

lawsuit would be paid for by the congregation and that the fhree

congregations together would repair work.” 1 found no

C T 5 » o Y w7 = y ey § 4y e 4+ [
In 19210 Pastor F. Ehlert received a call to serve 5t. Peter's.

Often mentioned is the fact that Pastor Ehlert could be easily

3 3 ] -4 Ty N o PR NP e S - v g o 3 gy e
recognized by his team of stately bilack horses in a time where most

pastoers drove nags. He had opportunity to drive them often because

the congregation again became part of the previous four point

[

parish that it started with. He had the joy of handliing the
mysterious lawsuit.

It seems that after the lawsuit the congregation Ty
smoothly. Mozt of the annual reports talk only of elections.
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Money must have been a problem at this time.
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on the basis of salary of each member. (1911 annual
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At that same meeting the motion was made and seconded that "Pastor
Fo BEhlert gshould see Edwin Dumann about

Stricter feliowship lines must have

because Pastor Ehlert says he would not



next meeting the minules were changed 1o basically say that it is
up to the pastoer to decide if he will serve non-members or not.
The church building had a new look as in 1918 a new altar was
purchased. {One source says 1919) The old altar was donated to
the student worship center at Socuth Dakota State University in
Breookings. The last confirmation class to be instructed in
erman language was in 1917. In that same year worship services in
German were held only once a month.

took place. Fmil Rodwedser had =z
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power plant he used, so the church could have eslect

3efore this oil lamps were used,
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Pastor E. XKolander accepted a3 o0&

its own pastor. It seems the three congregations must have done
some zguabbling over salary. A compitiee of €. Xopplsmann, W.

ein, and L. Gerberding was arranged to discuss salary wit

they Tailed to discuss the

P 5 . . . . s N L
rent {The pastor lived in Goodwin)} because in the following yea:
they repori, "Concerning the house rent the congreagation made no
contract with Havana or Hidewood heping that {hese two

$40 a year including 1919. 11 was decide

congregations would pasj

F
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to pay the pastor's salary in advance from now on. {(annual
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The parsonage was damaged by fire sometime in 1820. The old
racks some distance

from the church, o it was decided to build the new parscnage near
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the church bhuilding. Pagstor Kolander lived with Fred



until the new parscnage was built. The congregation had to borrow

21700 for three years to pay {for the parszonage. The money was

N

. 1t is imnteresting to note tha

borrowed at 8% for three
money can be borrowed for less today.
An organization that starizsd while Pastor ¥elander was at S5t1.

sns ‘helping hands” and
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Peter's was the Tabesa Soc

the organization lives up to its name,

W G
in 1920 the Dakota-Montans District is formed and St. Peter's

/ﬂ(‘Cf.‘zwtt’ . L ,
becomes a member of the district.

The Sunday School was organized in 1923, with Martin Schmidt

as superintendent, whe along with Mrs. Alma Dummann, Mrs. Louis

Gerherding, and Mrs. Gerhard Shmidt, were the first teachers. (75th
Anniversary Booklet) Alma Dummann wa my Tirst Sunday School
teacher. She also served several yearsz as the church organist.
She continues to serve her Lord by taping and delivering the
services to nursing homes wit the help of her son, They had
Sunday Schooel classes before this, but they must have been
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sporadically as the need came up, or perhaps this was the ay
gtaff te teach SBunday School.

Pastor Keolander saw many changes in his four years at S1.
Peter's. In 1924 Psstor H. Lau came to St. Peter's and yet a
different multiple parish was set up. Pastor Lau was already =a
pastor at Gary, South Dakota in 1923. In 1824 he came to 51,
Peter's in Goodwin and at this time the Altamont congregation

cined them again. He remained unitil 1921.

tor Lau was urged fo stay on here in 1926 when he received



50 in 1826 1t was den*é@ﬂé@ that St. Peter's would celebrate

-,

s

its own misgsion festival instead of a joint mission

ey

o

estival wit

<

he other twoe congregations. Many of the mission festival services

were held cutside in the groves of Hermann Kleveter asnd William
Boermer or at Twin Lakes Park.
£ L,

Electricity comes to the congregaition in 1e27 when
Horthwestern Public Service was installed. Also in 1827 apple
trees were planted on the church property. Quite often bhoxes of
apples, canned sauce, jelly, and even pies were sent to the academy
at Mobridege. {(75th Anniversary Bookiet)

In 1928 the stock market crash marked the beginning of the
great depressgion. That along with severe drought made life in

South Dakota as well as St.






THIRTIES

When Pastor Lau left in 1931 the Lord blessed the congregation
with Pastoer D. Rossin. Pastor Ressin also served the tri-pe sh of
Goodwin, Altamont and Gary at first. In 1932 Gary called its own
Pastor, Pasior Reuter, and Pastor Ressin went to the new
congregation started at Clear Lake. Pastor Reuter was replaced by
Pastor RButz in thati same year. To add to the confusion in 1933
Pastor Rutz went fo Clear Lake. If T have this werked out right,
Pastor Rossin then served a dual parish of Goodwin and Altamont.

Pastor Rossin served for most of the depression years He
must have hesn a of extreme patience and frust in the Lord,
because in most all of the annual reports the congregations were
behind in his szalary. Pastor Rossin seemed to realize that the
congregation leed was giving as the Lord gave to them in these

4 o

tough times. very good records, and along with Pastor Rutz
published The Lutheran BMessenger for many years. in this
publication they wr devotional material as well ags the business
agendas for the our congregations. An excerpt from an annual
report will help give the reader a feel for this man.

Another year of our church has d.  In many ways 1t was =z
vear of hard times. Mosi of cur mem e farmers or d Gpon
farmer“ F@r thelf iéviﬂga The scant harvest last the

in many cases ihe luwa t that any of us have

cases the lowest price in history--~-for

»d crop, the general depression over the

wa?ﬂé ' N things have made it

es, Eeaaus& cf the

east cut down their

to have our repular

imes past. This we

le willing to give

5 ho the envelope system

an opportunity to give whatever he could

encouragement given through the parizsh
{Annual report 19223




Throughout the entire depression Pastor Rossin's words

remained encouraging. God did continue to bless the congregation
through one of the hleakest periods of our nation’'s history. 1t
was alsc in 1833 that the synod sent a letter to every congregation
encouraging offerings ito meet ongoing eypenses. A copy of that

jo
h g

letter is included at the end of

-

We who live in the rich, materialistic socciety of the 90's
cannot even begin to fathom just how difficult times hecame in the

i

epression. Al one point in S5t. Peter's history the members could

5

not offer money, so they gave goods. I do not know 1if it was to

Pastor Lau or Pagtor RBogsin, but sometime during the depression the

salary was paid as follows.

During the depression many could not pay salary in cash, but
gave instead: set one hen and gell the hen and chickens ({she
hatched itwelve chicks), set a setting of duck eggs, p! ]

gs, plant a bushel
of potatoes and sell what they produce, one hog weighing 108 pounds
or more, one~half dozen roosters, Plant one acre of corn and =sell
it, roosters raised from five settings of h@ns? one month's sale of
cream, two bushels of carrots, and cns week's wages. A cash bazaar
fellowship was held at the parsonage. In 1934 he received only $10
salary for December (his salary was $@O/m01ti}h He received $335

I .

‘( i
from Goodwin far the year. (H
Vol I p81)

In the 1830's the Young Pecple's Society was Tormed. They
along with the Sunday School played a major part the Christmas Eve

service as well as other services during the year.

R : 3 €2 - . 1 Fel -
I also found records of the choir's activities for the first

time in the 30's, but whenever the choir is referred to I gei the
impressicon that it had served the congregation already for a numher

of wvears. In the 1930's under the of Mrs., Irene Rossin

faal

the choir performed an Easter cantata that found air time on
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adioc. God's praise was heard over the zair by the



Peter's members.

s in

Pastor Rossgin left 7.

by Pastor Meirs in a vacancy.
Pastor F. Ehiert, came to the ar

The congregaiion wasg then served
Gerhard Ehlert, the =zon of former
ea to work before his final yvear at

the seminary. He helped ease the lcoad of the vacancy pastor by
donating his time. Pastor W.F. Dorn accepted the c¢all to St.
Peter's, Goodwin and S¢{. Paul's Havana Township. S we see St.
Peter's ebbing toward the end of the depression decade in still

snother dual parish situation late in the year 1938.

Pastor Dorn centinued fto be a member of the The
Lutheran Messenger., In arly after his arrival we ses
some he got right to his duty. He held a Sunday morning Bible

2
class., He also had the voters agree fo hold mid-week Lenten
services. He tried itoc get right at his every member visgits, but
the winter weather held him up as he arrived in late January.

By the Lord’ s abundant grace 5t. Peter's made 11 through the
depression and was carrying the cross of Christ onward inte the

next decade. Often mentioned

[

are the efforts and fir

e
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Tabea Society was to be
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30 years of God's grace,
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1t was Pastor A.A. Hellmann that led Ged's flock at St.
reter's through the last hall of the 40's. The congregaltion
this period of history focuses

tention on the alifar. The center of ltar holds a
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knocking on the doer of the femple.

tor Found who lived at South Shore

Tabea Society bought the pertrait from him and

placed it int the altar. His art work decorates several altars in
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The Reverend E. H., Seme¢nske led the congregation of §1,
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In his first year the congregation dug a new well at the cost

of $177. Once again the Tsbea Society pic

ch appearance was
made. The bell tower was in need of repair, and in 1952 the

decigion was made 1o tesar it down. The bell was

stand on the ground and is atiil used. The landmark o
steeple that became the mark of the country church was gone.

St. Paul's was left vacant and
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numbers in the congregaticn remained about the same giving wen

gl
o
s

This especially shows up in the money sent to s

Pastor Thierfelder came to 8t. Peter's, Goodwin and 85t. John's

Altamont in 1837, He again esnjoyed seeing the fruits of his

th

¢ membership went

!
bl

In the three years he serve

from 132 to 146, In that same time general offerings increased

Ey]

from $2255 toc $5740. Money sent to syned went from $3872 to

&/
[N
i
(93]
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God's grace obvicusly showed itself in God's people.

The most interesting story of this period of history involves

the desire to build a parish hall. In short the ceongregation
decided to buy one of the abandoned public school houses when the



at the end of

point in

dump the sche

-

he project i

finally compl

the moving

chapter.

The notez on how this came about

are

T

I heard from a member that at one

of building the contractor threatened to
o1l house where 1t wasgs and leave 1t there, Noe doubt

ock months of

B

ted.

The first Ladies'

hard effort, but the parish hall was

[

Aide meeting was hel there

on 12, 1838, At the same time the cengregation buili a
new furnace room and installed two new furnaces. Moest of the labor
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with the

embers.

end of the 30's
s growing. G
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the congregation again had a new look.

od's word continued to bear fruit.

from bulletin inserts that the pasiors tock special
sure the membership was kept up to date on the talks

LCME.



Goodwin, South Dakota
Novemhar 25, 158

Sear Frionds in Chriat:

In our ropularly acheduled Ootobor quarterly meoting, the voting momborship

? 8t. Potor'c went on record to expand our building facilitiese The suggesti n
11g made that porhaps we could purchase a vacated sghool building that would sait
.ur needas About two weeka ago an ad appeared in the Glear lLake paper offerin: the

:scaptance of sealed bids on a number of such school buildings in the Astoria arcae

‘our council (the pastor and three of ths five council members) investigatod nnd
zound one of the buildings to be, in their estimation, the very thing we wero loolk=
ing fore It 1p a very solid building, about 28 x 30, kept in excellent repair, and
one that does not appear to offor any spacial dificulties for moving,.

In a brief ngating after churclr on Bundmy, November 16th, the council reported
thoir findinghe ~Another meeting to discugsithe matter furgher vas scheduled for -
the following evenings Because of ‘a snaw-storm the attendance at that meeting was
very poor, and because of the urgency of tha matter (tho bids were scheduled for
opening three days later) those present dissussed the matter and arrived at the
idoa of submitting a 3600400 bide Bince thére were so few at the meeting, however,
it was felt that we should got the opinion of more of the memhera, both regarding
the bid, and whether or not they were willing to support the venture financially.

A spot=check of our membership was made. (Had there been more time wa would have
contacted all the memberss) 8ince everyone seemed to be very much in favor of the
idea, the pastor and council went ahead and submitted the 600400 bid,

It turned out that we would not have had to bid that high, (The next highest
bid was 2303,00)s Thero were a few who had’ eome misgivings about the whole venture
whan they heard this, However, those of us who saw. the building would like to voint
out that another building whioh, although it was six feet larger in one dimension,
vae not nearly in as good a condition and would have required a lot more oexnense %o
move and set into a usable condition == that building went for J606,00, and, as we
heye sald, in our estimation was not nearly as goad 2 buye Therefors we feel that
wo were justified in going as high as we did, and are still confident that we havo
gotten a barpgain.

" The most reasonable bid for moving the building has, thus fay been for 9575 00,
If this bid is accepted, and figuring perhaps $200.0C0 for a foundation and §125.,00
for REA and Telephone wire crews during the moving, we should have a bullding for
around 31500400, Then, roughly figuring around 3500,00 for paint, a furnace, and
remodeling the halle and cloak roome into a ktchen, and the like, the whole project
completed should run around J2000,00, (The estimate on materials alone for a new
building four feet narrower than ours, without inside finishing, wiring, or kitchen
ran around $2500,00, Sinoe the building we have purchased ig = rafters, walls,
windew frames, floor and all == as solid as:the day it was built, and since it was
constructed of materials far better than any we would put into a new building today,
We of)the council are confident that we rea&ly have a building that will last for
agesas S .
Now we muet consider the matter of financing the projects There are ahbout 35
families on our membership liet ( including widowa, retired, and semi-retirad fam=
iliea)a We feel that if anywhere from 2/5thse to one-=half of our membership will,
over the next two yeare, contribute a total of as hipgh as 3100,00, and the resat.of’
the families will do what they can, we will have fairly well talen care of the. pro-
ject in that perioed of time. Of course, any funds which are not on hand at the time
they are needed, will have to be borrowed. -To save as much interest as poesible, we
hope that we can and will do everything we van right now to ret our building fund -
poundly on its feets (Almost immediately, we will need the géOO 00 to pay for. the
building). Therefore we are proposing a building fund drive, a special colleoction,
for which your family's envelope is enclosed in this lettor. 'We ask that you return
your envelope as ‘soon as.possible with: a.geperous gontribution .= a santribution,
incidentally, which will be expanding the facilities for, among younp and old, more
effactively growing in the knowledge of: our beloved Saviore

Yours in'Chriet Jeaus,

", {{) & }::L%mﬁl—iﬂf“

Your pastor.



THE DECADE OF THE 80'8
Pastor Tierfelder felt that the time was right for a Christian

Day School to be started. Since he had been there he baptized 5

in Goodwin

abandoned, but a car pool was organized to take six children from

Goodwin and one from Altamont, to the day school in Watertown. The

families and the pastor continued this car pool driving
approximaiely 0 miles each day for seven ¥ears until

recrganization and regular busing changed the situation. {75th
Anniversary Boceklet)., The love for religious education must have
been strong to keep up such an endeaver.

For my own personal history Qeoto
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Harlan Goens made application for membership in 8t. Peter's

e S I | : R T R - D S SO e e e Ty LS P
congregation, and having been found in decirinal agreement with us,

varterly meeting. In

meantime, we extend them ocur welcome, the hand of fellowship, and
pray that God will make us a blessing to one another.” (Bulletin

e
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accepted the call to Si. Peter’'s. One of

(“”‘

educate the congregation on the split with the Lutheran Church

his concern in a bulletin announcement

'~\a
s

Mis Synod. He showed

"
o
-
—

on August 27,1381,

By now most of you know that our Synod has decided

: te s
feilgwuhgﬁ W'th the Missouri Synod. It is well that we

sions on this matter in mind. We
.ith the Lutheran Church Misgscouri

stand ready {
Synod with the




I

re~establishing unity of doctirine and practice and of

fellowship relations. We are not passing judegment on the

faith of any individual member of the Lutheran Church Méﬂa@ur'
Synod. We are ready to continue our support of the joint projects
carried on by the Synocdical ConfTerence and by groups within the
Synodical Conference until we can adjust to the new conditions. We
call upon all our members fto manifest the uﬂd~r”?5ndingﬁ
consideration, and patience of love during this period of change
and adjusiment. These are all points that all of us should not

forget. More detailed information concerning this matter 5
as all other »tion at the convention will be found in  the

B4
fortheoming issues of the Northwestern Lutheran.

In the £0's many new donated fizxtures decorated St. Peter's,
ont werse donated in 1962. L& new

A mnew lectern and baptizmal

pulpit in 1962. The old pulpit was given to the Student Cen

jon

Brookings. In 1962 a brick bhell sta wasz made. Other gifts too

4

numerous to mention were given in this decads.

The church again saw erate growth and 1in 1383 the
membership was up to 157. Pastor Schneider continued to serve the
dual parish until 19265. When he left Pastor Werner, who was
serving a congregation at South Shore, South Dakota accepted the
call to Goodwin. After a year's vacancy the congr in

Altamont decided to dissolve and its members were encouraged to
join Gooedwin or Clear Lake.
With the arrival of Pastor Werner $t. Peter’'s became involved

in wvet another dual parish. This dual parish continues to this

of this dual parish the congregation sold iis
parsonage in 1966,

The sixties saw many changes for our synod as well as foer St.
Peter's, but God's mercy kept the congregation going and growing

into the T0's.



THE 70'S 75 + YEARS IN GOD'S GRACE

e church building again received numercus "face 1ifts” in
the 70's. In 1870 +the Tabea Society celebrated its 50th
anniversary. Red carpeting and a new organ decorated the building
in that wyear salso.

In 1871 a new awning was built over the church entrance.

In 1872 new Plastiglass windows were put in the church and new
kitchen cupboards were installed.

kitchen were repainted.

@]

In 1873, the parish hall and

The congregation continued te increase in its labors and gift

of love during this periocd of its history.
God also blessed the congregation with continued growth. Many
o

members came to the congregation from Altamont. These plus other

D

new members put S5t. Peter's membership at 120 communicsntis. (411
cther membership numbers are total members.) No doubt the big

event ipn this decade was the celebration of St. Peter's 7T5th
anniversary. 4 copy of the two servigces as well as a picture of
the congregation at that {ftime can be found at the end of this

chapter.

As closely as could be calculated the total number of baptisms

-
]

o=

in St. Peter's at time of their 753th anniversary was 247,

Confirmation Rites 298, Weddings 100, Buri 87. I did not
figure the numbers after this, so this will be the last accurats
counting in my paper.

The decade of the 70's was in general & prosperous time for

farmers. Again the congregation responded to God' s blessings with

3

constant improvement on the building dedicated to worship him.
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INTO THE 8058
The 80's saw the same type of wvisible improvements of the

structure, but this decade also marks the beginning of the decline

in membership numbers. With fewer families farming larger farms,
together with the smallier size of families, St.Peter’'s numbers
began to decline.

As the numbers decijneﬂ the improvements tce God's house

s
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he

[
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ceﬁtinugﬁa The members continued to show their trus in

In 1980 St. Peter's Was taken in & whirlwind of modernization,

A new kitchen was built. Far more importfant than this fwo

bathroons were ingtalled and S51. Peter’'s outhouses were put out of
commission for zood

the look of ocur
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worship area. The narthex wall was knocked out to add additiona
worship space. Te compensate for the loss the exterior sidewallk

jas walled In and turned into the entryway.

ot

grew several feet, and a spiral staircase lead up to it
/L/z_,\..
to provide more room on the main floor. Pastor Werner decorated

the front of the church with beasutiful woodwork arcund the altar.

The chancel aresa was shortened to add two more pewsto the front of

s,

the church. New carpeting was installed wall-~to-wall. {Don't tell
Prof., Tiefel.) The remodeling allows for much more seating room in
the congregation which has been a resl blessing especially for
weddings. The members did most of the work and the entire project

was done Tor about $15,000.

'he congregation continued to add to the beauty and comfiort of



their worship facility with ceiling fans in 1984 and 1085, In 1987
oak plant stands for the Tlowers were donated. An eternal flame
also decorates the front of the church.

The decade of the 80's alsoc brought an excit ting development

fer the congregation's growth

st
-
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with the synod’s worker
training system. Because Pastor Werner served as The Dakots-

Montana's district president the dusl

Goodwin received a vicar

241 (R e

,.

The first vicar God blessed St. Peter's with Was

He arrived in August of 1986. Andrew Baur followed in the fall of

1987. Vicar Philip Malchow Tilled his shoes in September of 1088.
The last vicar St. Peter's had was Howard Molke who came in the

fall of "198% and took us intoe the 1300°

The blessings of the vicar program gave the congregation wer

¢
{1

appreciated. The benefit of actually be ing a part of the training

W

of future pastors cannot b

[

overemphasized. The training these men
received in St. Peter's and Cur Savior's helped train them fTor work

around the world as thres of them are foreign missionaries

a



THE 90'S AND BEYOND:; GOD'S GRACE CONTINUES
The esarly part of the decade brought still more
as & storage shed was added to the building. The budgst,
gm
which always seems to be a sore spot on some congregations, has
been in good shape. The synod wmission offering continues 1o grow
and in addition the congregation set a goal of 00 for Lift High
The Cross. 3405 has already been raised. Bconomic tTimes are
tough in rural aress, yet God continues to bless his pecpie with
the ability to support his worl That is amazing grace in action,
All topoften God's grace shows forth the brightest during hard
times., Hard times Te11 on Saint Peter’'s wl Pastor Werner had to
resign from the ministry for legal reasonsg in June of 189280, The
hard burden of holding a congregation confused and divided was

handled admirably by Vicar Howard Molke and Pastor Carter, whe
served the vacancy.

God did not let his s in Goodwin and South Shore without
a Shepherd for long The Holy Spirit called Pastor Dennis Lemke to
fill the vacancy and he was installed in August of that same year.
He has served as the pastor since. {I did not get o plcture of him
to include. The read this know what he locks like, and
Prof. Brenner can look at his class compesite in the hallways.)
Continued comfort and encouragement from God's woerd by this man ha
held the congregation together and helped the healing.

Pastor Lemke has started efforts to reach out to straying
members., With help from members a complete list of membership has
been drawn up and efforts te reach those who seem to be strayving
have started. We pray that the Holy Spirit will bless these



o

Pl

effort

Continued outresch in the community is alsoc necessary for the
congregation to grow. There are unchurched even in =such small
towns as Goodwin. Pastor Lemke keeps the goals of a Christian in
front of the congregation in his nawsletters. Iin January of 1802
he summed them up like this:
~Never forget who saved you from sin, death and hell, and reflesc

on all that Jesus did for you.

~Commit yourself and your family to faithfully hearing God's holy

Word in his house every Sunday.

-Eagerly come to the Lord's Supper to receive the very body and
blood of your Savior which He gave into death to save veu for an
eternity.

~Continually ask your Ssvior what you can do for Him.

~S5et time aside each day for reading His Word in order to grow in
your faith.

~Tell others about who saved you and the He saved them too.

IT the members of Saint Pater follow those simple directives God

will bless the congregation far inte the future.



vmmﬁ 0. Wolff o Rev. E. Werner

1901 — 1909 1965 —
= S
Rev. F. Ehlert Rev. J. Schneider
dewclwwwm s 1961 — 1965
Rev. E. Kolander The Lord called the men pictured on this page to serve the families of the Rev. V. Thierfelder
1919 — 1924 congregation as their resident pastors. 1957 — 1961

Pastor L. Mlotkowskl served in 1893 and 1899

Rev. H. Lau
1924 — 1931

Rev. R. Reimers
1954 — 1957

Rev. D. Rossin
1931 — 1937

Rev. E. H. Semenske
1950 — 1954

Rev. W. F. Dorn Rev. A, A. Hellmann
: ; 1938 — 1944 1944 — 1949 ’




CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
Ged's blessings on 5t. Peter's congregation have been

marvelously great over the years. Several of the congregations

C

that started at the same time have been forced 1o close their

doors, but God's has kept 5t. Peter's open for %5 wywears. B

God's grace the congregation will have the privil
1060 years in His service and
The congregation has returned at least five people to the full

or teachine ministry. Miss Clara Schmidt served as

a nurse in our Apache mission. Miss Ethel Giziewski taughi in our

schools in neighboring states., Pastor Ehlerts son became a pastor,

Susan Riediger {Goens) taught for several years in Milwsukee. If
God blesses me with a call {and if I get all my papers done) 1 will
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enter the full ftime ministry soon. Other than thes

number of our young people have attended cur synod’'s scheools at New

Ulm and Northwestern Lutheran Academy at Mobridge.” {75th

I did not find exact numbers of how many

oy
)
by
<
{
=3
6]
fonl
e
<
o
@)
2
ES
=
o4
o
s

The pecple in the history of the coengregation continue to
e done most of it was done by

impress me. Whenever work needsd tso

members. Trusting in God's promise they have always been able to

support the work of the congregation even in the toughest times.
The number of memorisalszs and gifis are a joy to read about.




synonymous, and you find

their history.)

With diminishing population the future

at different times in

may seem shaky for this

congregation. But if the members follow God's directives in his

Word and share that word with

o
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oth

ers 1 am convinced that

) A )
the congregation zan not only survive, but by God's grace grow in
the 1980's and beyond. St. Peter's motto says it all, "Preaching
a changeless Christ to a world." The besginning.
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ctions of Deuel County

Volumes I and 11
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rs of God's cggings In The Dakota~Montana Disgtrict

Seventy~Fifth Anniversary St. Peter's Fvancelical Lutheran Church

Numerocus annual reports, bulletins, lstters, and the like.
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