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A& @ﬂrly an th@ fifti@a ﬁf thg%ag% eaﬁtury, G@lnaﬂ @mlgr&ntﬂ bﬁgﬂn.
o %@tT1@ 1m Hortford and in the naig%bgrlng area, Tﬁ@J vane from different
E@ligiﬁua ba@kﬁr@umdg. The pay seale at thﬁﬁ tﬁn@ Was very lew and o
s @@qQ%d@red hin&&lf very feortunate i€ he hnd esrned as much as a dellar
for a day's werk, Many of these m@@pl@ could find work enly during the
Bumney m@ﬁths° Thelr @bj@”tiVb fDL wofkﬁng was te buy their hemes,

;:Bﬁt h@mr O§®> were not enly f@@us@ﬁ @m 8ﬂTViVMl in &hiﬂ W@rlda'y.
.ﬁhéy;ala@'agpi redl to gmn@ﬂav @nmef ﬁhc h@ﬂveﬂly naﬂwieng which were Pre-
i*afad f@? thoﬂ and ?o“ all mankind %h«ouﬁh the suffering and death @f ib@iw
Savier, Jesus Gh?iaa. Many of thcﬁ@ peeple had few earthly possess ions,

' By;auw stendards, they were very poor. " And yet in a sense they were riéhg
5%@@@3@ the é@@d of the gespel was Tirmly r@@t@d in their hearis, Thié?i
is the greatest iT easure of all, Y@soith@é@ p@épla pessessed thls gespel
nessage by Ged's grace, aml they arvived in Hartferd with faith in Christ
_amdia deep leove for His church, |

It is énly mafural that such a people weuld seek a church ef their
cenfesslion, H@W@V@r, at the time there was ne suchﬂgpurch in Haxtferd,
Therefore the idea of starting thelr ewn congregation éras@. They hoped
to semeday build their ewn church apd have their ewn paster, A meeting
was scheduled for all those who were interested in establising such a church
at the Newrth Side school in Hartferd en May 23,1864, There was a very
faverable response, Twenty-six men attended but they were frem different
parts of Germany and alsoe from diffevent religious backgreunds. Seme were
Lutheran, seme Reformed. They decided to go ahead and form a congregatioen.
They were still without a paster. They adepted the follewing name, *“Die
Lutherisch und Reformierte Friedens Kirchen Gemelnde zu Hartferd, Washingten
Ceunty, WiscensinM The mixture ef confessiens of falth weuld enly spell

treouble afterwhlile,
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There were ether Lutheran churches which were net that Far auay,
but in a farming community the pesple don’t care to travel tee far frem
heme when there arve cheres to he dene. Fer instance, there was a church

established about 5 miles cagt of Hartférd in Sliﬁg@r, Wiscensin, apd
anether church about 5 mlles west of Hartferd in the Town Herman, Wis-

Q@ﬂ&&iﬂo sl AN

At this first meeting, it waé decided té/pureﬁése a lot en whiéhl
a church could be bullt., Two lots wore effered then and they bmughﬂvégé
for $180. They asked for subscriptiens at this firét neeting and xé%&ivedi;
pledges from 810 to $60, a total was pledged of $635, This was quite “
an amount at thls time and it shewed the sincere desire of these people
to erect a church,

At the very next meeting of the congregation, plams went inte full
swing te bulld a church, They decided ﬁp@m & church 45 feet leng, 28 feet
wide and 17 feet high, including a balceny and a tower. A conmlttee was
appointed to go to Fend du Lac to pick up the necessary lumber. Fend
du L&é.was abeut fifty miles away, se this was net an easy chere te haul
this lead by herse and wagon At a later meeting, the contract te build
the church was given te John Buckreus, Sr. feor $575. This was enly pre-
vided that the congregation weuld furnish all the necessary materials.

The frame werk ef the church was te be finished by July, 1865. A plasterer
vas hlred for 9 cents per square yerd. A janitor was alse hired to heat
and clean the church at the very reasenable salary of $1.50 for six menths.
Just imagine that, if he did a good Job, they ne deubt gave him a nickel
Tralse, per six menths, of course. A neighbering pastor, Rev. Opitz, was

asked te draw designs fer the altar and the pulplt, The cengregatien




accepted his desligns, The altar,'pulpit, agd &11'th@’p@W% were bullt by
local peeple, While the church was u@dér e@matrucﬁi@n, ﬁ@rviceg were
held 1n the Univer#list Seciety bullding, On September 16, 1866, the
church was dedlcated, |

After the church was é@di@aﬁédg hhere still were seme very impertant
mattera remalning., The @ﬁur@h 2till had no paster of iis ewn, The first
paster to sexve the @@mégaé&ti@a vas Pa%é@%yﬁiﬁﬁéyéf Town’ Herman,
Wiscensin. He Eélgﬁd out enly o short time and was éﬁc@e@ﬁ@d by Pastor
Opita @f‘Sliﬂé@x; There was &lbig haggle about the C@mﬁﬁitutlan.@f the
c@ngrégat%@n which had been Filed witheut the censent of the congregatien,
Later it had te be wilthdvawn., Paster Opitz of Slinger gave this 1itile
congregatien tho advice to join the Ewangellecal Lutheran Syned ef VWis-
consin, It was voted that they weuld ‘send a delegate te the next meetlng
of the Wisconsin Symed, Albert Hacker was the delegate te attend thls
cenventien. ﬁr; Hacker was a very fine member of the young eéngf@gati@n.
He ﬁ&% a man Tirm in his cenvictiens and steadfast in the cenfesslen of
the truths of the Hely Scriptures, and in® the cenfessions of the Lutheran
Church based solely en the Werd of Ged. Mr, Hagker was alse the s@cr@taiy
of the congregatien. The Centeanlal Anniversary Beeklet states, "Mv,

Hacker was secretary of the ceongregatien and we still have the beek centaln-

ing the minutes of all the meetings during these flvst years in which th@»
congregation went through many trials."” This beek weuld have been exX-
tremely helpful te me in completing this asslgnment, hewever, ne @n@{ 
knows where thls beek disappeared since the Centennial Anniverg&ryngkl;
have asked all the autherities of the cengregatien and have ceme up empty

handed,

At a later meeting in 1866, the situatien came te a head when the

ma jerity ef the young cengregatien veted te Jeln the Wisceonsin Syned,




These wh@'vgtéd net to Join the Wisconsin SYn@d Yete &0 eppesed teo this
actien, that they left the ehurch and @rganiz@d a Refermed church, These
whe had veted te jein the Wiscensin S&n@d, then changed the name of the
church te Peace Evengolical Lutheran, the name it bears te this date,

A cemment was taken from lMr. Hacker's beek fer the Centennlal Beoklet
absut a C@nfiraa%i@n gorvice taking place after the dlvislen, which read,
new fer th@yéiféﬁ‘%iﬁﬁ é eruglfix waﬁ plac@é @ﬁ the altar and the paster
could mgké‘th@ sign of ths cress.” New at Last, there was unity of faith
and practice in the @@Qgregaﬁi@n, In spite ef the many trials and tribu-
lations, a fine Lutheran congregatlon emerged.

& Paster A. Opltz served the congregatlen alse enly fer a shert itlinme,
then Paster A. Denniger &ag called frem Trinity, Huilsburg, COne would
think that there would be many hard feelings taking g pasteor from a congre-
gati@n se clese, but I have feund ne such evidence. Paster Dennigner
served the congregatien frem 1867 - 1874, He was the first resident
paster ef Peace Evengelical Lutheran Chuxch.

When Paster Denniger left, Paster Opltz was called ence again. He
served until 1881 when Pastor Christian Prebst was called, At the time,
he was serving as paster in Beaver Dam, Wlscensin. He accepted the call
and weuld serve the coengregatien fer the next 29 years, 1881 - 1910,

During ‘his pasterate a terﬁiblﬂ tragedy eccurred, A fire destreyed
tha‘entire church, with all its centents, which included a new plpe
ergan which was enly about a menth 0ld, en January 25, 1897, The church
and its centents were nearly a tetal less, since the church was enly cevered
by insurance up te $3,000, The cengregatlen's spirit, although terribly
depressed, was net put eut aleng with the fire,

The Sunday after the fire, anether meetlng was held at the Nerth

Side Scheel, the same place as the first cengregatien meeting, te decide



on bh@ fubvrw of ah% e@mfragatio TE@ c@ngr@gatiéﬂ voted to proceed. ﬁith
bﬂllﬂib* é new @hm&ﬁh gﬂd a Luildiﬁ? comnltiee Wes elécﬁ@d;i Am ar@hitémt
yi?@m Mllwauk@@ drow mp mh@ bi@n& a d g Bugkr@uay Jr., sen of the man whe
buil% the. i%TbE church, wa giV@myﬁh@ @@ntra¢% to Euild the church fex
$4938@. Anether pipe @rgmﬁ Was ?ﬁﬁ@h@ﬁ@d for the new church alse and the
total comt fer the entlve project came to $7,478. On May 23,,‘189‘7ﬁ exactly

33 years b@LOvet%h%a da%é’%h@ e@m&feﬁati@ﬂ was feundad, ihnwa was & O@rnefw

o, By Sepm%@v; 189‘?9 the ohurch

s'@b@ﬁ@ L'“ﬁnp SGE?&%! QQ” %‘ﬁ E@w e

“fwmg éediﬂ&ﬁad fhzm Lhw304P§ W@Hl& BELVE ﬁh@ c@ﬁgrsgation for more than 62

‘;V@agﬁ. P&aigr Ja ekéT @f C%a@@ Chure h, Milwaukae, Ewstar T@wpsl of Zum

Kziplein thiﬁ%ig Town H@gwﬂng and f@rm@r Paster Opltz assisted Pastor
Pru%at at t%@ dcagc@iﬂoﬂgA

Th@r@ were everal o@hor 1mp@rt1mt dates in the histery of this church

building.‘ Qa AWﬁaJt 8, 1916 the Ghﬁf@h was redecerated and tW@ bells
were im&tgll@d in %h@ 6@wex,‘ In 1929, the basement of the church was

- Gé@pl@ﬁ@iy r@m@i@l@d for use by the Sunrday Scheel and ether @rgaaizaﬁiém&,
Oé Avgust 2; 1941, the thixd pipe ergen in the c@&gr@gati@gﬁé histery
Was d@dicét@d, In Nevember, 1949, the ehuréh basement was @ni&rg@d and
& new furnace was inatalled,» A new carpet was lald in the churah in
Janﬁary, 1951,

In 1910, Pastor Adolph ven Rehr began a ministry that was te last

57 yvears, Over the years, the congregatlen ﬁ%?%ﬁiﬂﬁ to the peint where
it was imperative te build a new church, A building fund was established
for this specific purpese, In 1958, they declded te preceed with the
bullding of a new church, A plece eof 1ﬁnd was purchased of mere than
nine acres, It was l@@&ueﬂ on the g@tthkwe st part of tewn, a beautiful
setting Tor the new church. A firm of architects was engaged from Milwaukee,

A plan by these archlitects was accepted and the general centract with
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D.M.'agQ(G,M, Frey, Inc. eof Hartfevrd was chesen The Greund Breaking .
Géf@m@nyyt@@k place en August 24, 1958. The Cerner Stene Service was held
May 24, 1959 ard the new church was dedicated on April 3, 1960,

Fer the Enmtrance Dedicatlen en April 3, 1960, Paster Adalph vpn
Rohr perfermed the dedicatlon act of the church and the necessary appoint-
rents,  Fer the Formal D@di@ati&m en June 12, 196091Pas%@r Oscar Naumann,
Pregident éf oury Wigé@ﬁéim é&néda preached in tﬁéhﬁ@xiiﬂg 3@rviggﬁ; “
In an afterneen s&r#&aég Pastor Avthur Halbath, Pr@éia@mt of tha S@uthm
eastern Wia@@m%im District was the sp@@kéi.a.Th@gliﬁ an @V@niég &@rvia%
Rev, A, Schewe eof 8t. John'’s Lutheran Ghﬁr@h, Milwaukee, delivered the
sermon,

On‘May 2, May 31, and June 7, 1964, three ap@eiali@@rvice% were
held in heneor of the Centennial Anniversary ef f@ace Lutheran Church,
Presideat Naumann was the guest pr@acheé f@rvthis special eccassion en
Yay 24,

The eld church property was seold and the bullding tern dewn in 196% to
make reem for a parking lot fer the Washingten Scheel lecated next deeox.

Paster D. H. Kuehl was instelled as Asseciate Paster in 1965. Paster
von Rehr gradually reduced his duties until he retired in 1967, Follewing
Paster ven Rehr’s retirement the congregation was assisted by several
part-time and full-time vicars.

In 1968, Peace congregation veted te epen a Christian Day Scheel
in the educational wing ef the new church, Miss Jane Pankow became the
filrst teacher and taught Grades 1-3 wlth an enrellment of 23 pupils,

The fellewing year, the mlddle grades were added and Mr. Alan Treder
was called te be the first principal., Enrellment reached 51  The classes

were stlill held in the church, but planning was alse te begin fer a new



schoel building en o separate slte, te be ?@ady fer £h% 1970 - 71 scheel -

. . Desetmoudpe; |
year, HRichard Scheife of B, SRS F%l@@t@d as cﬂb architect. The

general @@ﬂtﬁa@t went %Q‘D.M an@ Q i, Fr@ygzlnc 5 @f Hartford.
Groundbrealking Qeremaﬂjes Ware hald on November 9, 1969 and actual
constructlen began eon Ngvcmb@ ?9 Tn@ c@rm@rﬁxan@ was laid July 19, 1970p

as the u@pgr@g&tﬁ@ﬁ al@@ @bh@vved ﬂts lﬁth amniver&ary of the new ehmfch

bud] ding%‘ﬂ@v, Adcﬂph C bL@@yevﬂ ?f;'id@ﬂ% @f ﬁh@ b@uthﬁ&su@rn Ulﬁgomﬁln

| Distriet, v euie ¢ en October 18, 1970. Threo

mere feaehara were added 1o ih@ fa@ul%y when th@ sch@@l @Qened At the

present time, th@re ere soven xaeuity memb@rs amd the enrellment is nearing
200, e

’ﬂJun@ 5; lgfz was éﬁ@%her blg day in thé hist@ry ?f the e@mgr@gati@%
wh@a i% iﬁ;%all@d Papter James Castllle as Aas@ciaﬁ@ Paster. ‘He was enly
th@ sixth pmﬁuor to serve this church in its 114 year histery.

The writer of this paper served as Visar at P@ac%sEvagg@lieai Lutheran

Chureh fr@m Avgust 15, 1976 te August 15, 1977, During thet time I witnessed
G@d”g rich blessings upen this church fer this ene year as He had alse

se rlchly blessed Pesce Evangelical Lutheran Church in the past.




