





It would be an understatement to say that relations with the
Lutheran Church -~ Missouri Synod have plaved a part in  the
history of the Wisconsin Svnod. Anvone who has done any readling
at all aboubt the history of the WELS knovs what the era of the
1950's and early 1960's and even our present Time mean Iin the
relation between the WELS and the LC-MS on a synodical level.
But not everyone is fully aware of how this relationship and the
troubles involved in it have filtered down to even the formation
of new districts in the WELS. The South Central Distxrict of the
WELE was formed less than ten years ago in 1983; but the roots
that led to its formaticn go back to some of the disharmony in
WEL3/LC-MS5 relations over 25 vears ago. We might do well to
entitle this study of the beginnings and history of the South

Central District of the WELS The Cryv From the Mid-Scuth.

There was a brief period of WELS activity in The greatex
Dallas, Texas area around 1953-54 under a Missionary Dorn.
There are rumorous reporlts that they aquired land and 3 building
(quonset hut) for $4,000. This group, however, disorganized

1
after only a short time.

To begin the heart and core of our study, we might best
focus in on two families who weve members of the LC-MS
congregation, Zion Lutheran, in Dallas, Texas. These are the Ted
Burgdorf and Carl Doepel families. Through the 50's and early
072  these two famlilies became wmore and more avare of the false
doctrine that was allowed to go unchecked in thelr congregation.

Concerned over this, Mr. Doepel wrote letter after lettexr to the
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ofticialz of the LC-MS8 and polinted out the problems. After this

fad

had gone on for a while, the Burgdorfs and Doepels "fellt isolated
in Dallas from those who still preached and taught from Scripture
2
a3 ve had learned from childhood"
At this point, we see how, as always, the Lord works for the

good of hils people. The Burgdorfs had been recelving The

Northvestern Lutheran as a gift from Mrs. Burgdorf's parents in

Minnesota. In August of 1962, instead of receiving just thelx
single copy of the magazine, the Burgdorfs recelved a bundle of 3
copies with the names of two cother families in the area who were
receiving the magazine (Ms. Ruth Hanson and the Joseph Lakus
family). Mrs. Burgdorf contacted the two other families and

found that they had sent correspondence to President Oscar

Naumann of the WELS. The lady who had been the contacht person
with the WELS was Ms.Ruth Hanson. After Ms. Hanson's initial

letter, President Naumann put her in contact with Pastor Waltexr

Diehl, chairman of the Mission Board of the Arizona - California
District of the WELS. After several letters between Ms. Hanson

and Pastor Diehl, Pastor Diehl and Pastor Immanuel Frey, both of
the WBLS Arizona - California District Mission Board, came to
Dallas on October 9th and 10th to survey the area and meet with
several of the interested people. After several more letters
between Pastor Diehl and Mrxs. Hanson and a discussion by the WELS
praesidium, a meelting was arranged between the Dallas nucleus and
Pastors Diehl and Frey.

Mr. Ted Burgdorf describes the inital meeting this way: "On

the evening of November 5, 1962, Carl Dospel, myself and spouses,
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loaded inte our little airplane alt Garland Alrport and flew
across the city to Redbird Alrport, where we were met by Joseph
Lakus and driven to a meeting at his home with Pastors W. Diehl

and Imm. Frey of the Arizona-Californla D.M.B. of the Wisconsin

Synod, They had come to meeb with what turned out te be the
original nucleus of Calvary - the Joseph Lakus, Ray Swenson, Carl

Doepel, and Ted Burgdori families and two single ladles: Loulse
3

Strekfuss and Ruth Hanson.® After the meeting with the Dallas
nucleus, Pastors Diehl and Frey carried a report to the WELS
General Board for Home Missions which was meeting Lthe same week.
On November 11, +the GBHM granted permission to establish a
mission in Dallas. The first call to begin work was extended to
Rev. Professor Lloyd Hahnke, then Dean at Doctor Martin Luthex
College in New Ulm. After Professor Hahnke returned the initial
call, a second call was issued to Pastor Herbert Koehler who also
returned the call. During 1962 and 1963, subseqguent calls were
issued toeo Pastor Arnold Mennicke, Pastor Harry Shiley, Professor
Carl Leyrer, Pastor Armin Kelbel, Pastor W.A. Wietzke, and Pastor
Roy Hoenecke. In December of 1963 our gracious God provided this
Dallas group with a shepherd in the person of Pastor Robert
Neumann. Agalin the theme of WELE/LC-MS8 disharmony comes up as
Pastor Neumann could no longer remain in agreement with the LC~MS
and came to Dallas from a LC~-MS5 congregatlon in Inglis, Manitoba,
Canada .

Pastor MNeumann and hils family arvived In Dallas on Januany
16, 1964 a few days after a recoxrd 17" gnowfall. The Joyful

first service that had been so long avalted was held on February



2, 1964 in the chapel of the Crane Funeral Home in Dallas with an
attendance of 32. The following Wednesday, February 5, Pastor
Neumann was Installed Iin a sexrvice at the Cox Chapel on tThe
campus  of Southern Methodlist University. In the first voltexr's
meeting held on February 16, 1964, the group known as the Dallas
nucleus chose the name Calvary Lutheran Church -~ Wisconsin Synod
as the name of thelilr church. You see how even the name of theilr
church, with the inclusion of "Wisconsin Synod" demonstrated
thelr strong belief In the truth of God's Word. Calvary Lutheran
Church continued to meet as a mission of the Arizona - California
District and in July of 1964 took two major steps forward under
God's grace. On July 22, Calvary purchased a parcel of land at
the Southwest corner of Trammel and Fisher Roads for theilr filrst
proposed church site. This eager group of Christians was also

guick to share thelr Joy of the CGospel with others as 1
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witnessed by the fact that Vicar Myrl Wagenknecht did survey work
in the Duncanville area and on July 26th conducted the first
service with an attendance of 31.

Also about this same time, shortly after Pastor Neumann
arrived in Dallas, he began work in the Hillsboro, Texas area.
Shortly after his arvival, "Pastor Neumann was contacted by a
group of former Missourl Synod Lutherans from Malone and

4
Hillsboro®™. This was the beginning of Zion congregation.

While the Lord's Word continued to be falthfully proclainmed
in North Texas, there was a discontentment with Tthe LC-MS,
similar to the one in the Dallas area, by & group in the Edna,

£

Texas area. In February or March of 1965 a group of menmbers of
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St. Paul's (LCME) in Edna stopped attending thelr church

in a formal "state of protest" at the urging of their pastor,
5

G.B. Beager. This came about because they could no longer
tolerate the false teaching of thelr synod. Through business

visits to the Dallas area, a member of the Edna group, Mr. Nolan

Kesley, found out about the WELS and thelr work in the Dallas

area. The Bdna group then started carpooling to WELS services
being held by Pastor Neumann 1iIn Hillsboro. On May 9, 1965,
Pastor Neumann conducted services for the group in Edna. The

group numbering 93 met in the parish hall of Trinity Episcopal

Church. Pastor Neumann encouraged this group te contact the
Arvizona -~ California District Mission Board. Pastors Diehl and
Sitz of the board met with the group and as a result of the

meelting, Redeemer Lutheran Church of Edna was formed and
requested to be served by a WELS pastor. Until a resident pastor
wvas called, Pasbtor Neumann drove 300 miles every Bunday to bring
the Word of the Loxd to this eager group. The group agreed o
accept the assignment of & sewminary graduate and Seminary
graduate Vilas Glaeske was assigned to serve then.

Pastor Glaeske also began to explore the areas of BSan
Antonio and Houston. Following the directive of the Arizona -
Callfornia DMB, Pastor (Glaeske and some ladies from the Edna
group conducted a canvass of the Houston areas of Westbury,
Bdgebrook, and Tanglewood In the summer of 1965. This canvass

drew some favorable response as did articles in The Northwestern

Lutheran.

At  the same time work was begun in the San Antonio area.
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The first efforts In this area were directed at serving WELS
members in the military In the area. Because of the overvhelming
numbers, it was declded to set a date for a filrst service.
Pastor Glaeske conducted the first worshlp service in  the

Vaviarer's Motel In San Antonlio In June of 1966. Later thalt sane
Y

year, the group officially organized and becanse known as Ouxr
Savior Lutheran Church. Pastoxr James Netfendoxrf followed Pastox
Glaeske and seryved Our Savior in 1967 and 1968. Pasgtor
Neffendoxf wvas followed by the now-gainted Pastor William
Krueger. Under Pastor Krueger the congregation errected a
wvorship facility in 1971. Pastor Donald Stuppy followed Pastor

Krueger in 197% and in 1984 Our Savior established a Christian
Day ESchool. In 1986 undexr thelir presenlt pastor, James Tauscherx,
the <c¢ongregation praised God for their 20 yéarﬁ of being able to
share His grace.

had done in the

Bullding on the work that Vicar Wagenknecht
Duncanville area and continued services by Pastor Neunann, 8t.

Mark congregation of Duncanville was officially organized in the
4

summer of 1965, With the organlization of this congregation,
Calvary in Dallas transferred one third of their membership to
5t. Mark. Anong those who btransferred from Calvary to St. Mark

vere the Swvensons and Loulse Streckfuss, members of the Calvary

founding nucleus. Pastor Roberlt Hartmann was installed as the
First resident pastor on January 9, 1966, Pastor Hartmann also

served the group in Hillsboro. 1968 marked a year of much growth
for 8t. Mark congregation. In January they dedicated a parsonage

and on December 15 they dedicated theilr first worship bullding.
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% after their first service, St.

st

On July 26, 1984, exactly 20 vea
Mark celebrated their 20th anniversary and dedicated thler school
building.

Meanwhile, back at Calvary, the Lord's work grew and the
congregation took several more major steps forward. On September
3, 1965 the original church site was sold back to its original
owners and on September 14th the present church property was
purchased. With property in hand, plans wvere made for a bullding
and on August 16, 1966 construction besgan. The finished church
building was dedicated to the Loxd's work on January 8, 1967 with
WELS President 0.J. WNaumann preaching the sermon. I'm 1967,
Calvary bade farewell to Pastor Neumann and welcomed Pastor
Walter Diehl in 1968.

The gracicus Lord of the church also continued to prosper
Pastor CGlaeske's work in Houston. With all the contacts that he
had been put in touch with, he put out advertisements Ifor a first
wotship service to be held in the summer of 1966. Pastor Glaeske
describes the Initial worship service this way: "With the Lord's
blessing on the advertisement and with the help from the pastor's
Houston contacts, the filrst service of what was to become Christ
the Lord was held on July 24, 1966 at the Ramada Inn on the Gultf
Freeway. BExpecting nine souls, Pastor Glaeske was overwhelmed by

the 29 in attendance. Not until he saw the Platzers did he

oy

believe that he waszs 1In the rlght meeting room.” Paztor
Gilaeske'’s work continued with twice monthly services in Houston
until Decemnber. On Christmas Day 1966 the Houston group took

thelr filrst major step as they organlzed and Incorporated as
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Christ the Lord EBvangelical Lutheran Church with 11 c¢harter
members. Christ the Lord also grew under the Lord's grace and
in November of 1967 puxchaaﬁd theilr present church properlty on
Kirkwood Road. This was followed by 1968 approval to bulld and
March 1969 groundbreaking, The 21a§$ke3 moved Into the parsonage
in April of 1969, The ftirst service in the new chapel was held
on August 17th with dedication on September 7th.

Within weeks after dedication of the new chapel, *Tthe flrst

new growth sprouted from Christ the Loxd. Pastor Glaeske had a

o

nunber of contacts on the north zlde of Houston and was gilven
pernission by the Misslon Board to hold to hold exploratory
services. On September 16th the fiyst service was held at
Christ the Lord's north side sister congregation, Ablding Wozxrd.
Calvary in Dallas not only grew itself, Dbut it alsoc spread
its growth to others. Beginning in 1967 Pastor Diehl and several
other pastors from the Dallas - Port ¥Worth area began holding
services 1In Tyler, out in east Texas. For the next thirteen
years services continued to be held by many different pastors.
Finally, in 1980, ﬁxploratdry status was granted in this area
wvhere the WBLS had persisted for so long. February 21, 1984 sawv
mission status granted to Lone Star Lutheran Church of Tyler and
on June 11, 198% they wvere priviledged to dedicate thelr WEF
7

unit.

With Pastor Glaeske as the resldent pastor at Christ the

Loxrd, Redeemer congregation in Edna received Pastor James
Neffendorfas their shepherd in 1967, Under his gulidance tTthe

congregation worked toward theilr church bullding which was



n June of

fosin
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dedicated on April 13, 1969, A parsonage followed
1972 and Redeensr's éhtigtian Day School was opened in 1983,

In November of 1969 Pastor Diehl began holding services in
the Fort Worth area. His work continued until August of 1970
when Myrl Wagenknecht was installed as thﬁlfirgt and  until now
only vresident pastor of ITmmanuel congregation. Tmmanuel also
grew and in 1974 added a Christian Day School.

At this time, work was also being carried on out in Witchita
Falls. Pastors from Dallas, Duncanville, and Fort Worth served
the group for many vyears. The congregatlion members came malnly
from Shepard Alr Force Base. This group was granted exploratory
status and even nmission status in 1978, but membership soon
declined and the congregation was later dissolved.

Pastor William Krueger of San Antonio began work in the
Austin area in 1969. In 1970 mission status was granted to the

york and Holy Word congregation began to function. 1971 saw Holy

Word have its first worship facility, a portable strzucture. In
1974 the present church bullding was constructed. Holy Word

added their school bullding in 1981

Tn 1971 work was begun in the Desoto area, later to becone
Glory Lultheran Church.

Calvary in Dallas continued to grow under God's blessing.
1971 brought the addition of and educational wing/fellowship
hall. This addition proved well planned as Calvary began thelr

o ey

Christian Day School in 197Z2. Due to growth In the Ch

1
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School and the addition of 9th grade, an addition to the school

was bulllt in 1980. The year 1989 was one for many memories and



nuch  thanks as the wmembers of Calvary observed 25 years of thelr
priviledge of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The LC-MS8 theme also showed up In f£ar south

A couple
in the Weslaco area that was concerned about the laxity of thelr

church's (LC-MS58) teaching reguested to be served by the WELS.

3

"Pastors flew or drove from San Antonio, Bdna, Houston, Austin

and even from Dallas. Services were held once a month in 1970
and 1971, twice a month in late 1971 and 1972, and
3 weekly in late 1972 and 18973.7 The group was given wmlssion
status in November of 1973, Abiding Savicr congregatlion
continued to grow and purchased land and built a parsonage in
1974. FPor many years Ablding Savior was served by the now -

£

sainted Pastor Walter Diehl. As Pastor Diehl himself sald of

"

Abiding Savior, "It is likely the wost unusual misbalance of any
9

congregation In the WELS®™. What Pastor Diehl was referring to
was the large fluxuation in attendance at Weslaco. It is a
congregation of only 60 oy so for the majority of the year. But

from January through March the attendance Increases to over 300

P

itor

jte
!

with a large number of winter v
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Pastor Glaeske's work in south Texas also continued to
prosper under the Lord's blessings. On August 12, 1969 he began
services for a group in Angleton Texas. Angleton became the home
of  Christ Our Saviour which continued as a mission congregation

until 1981, In 1981, the congregation lost its synodical wnission

subsldy and has been without a resident pastor since. The
congregation has continued to worship being served Dby wvarlous

area pastors and part-time pastors.

s
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O September 13, 1970 Pastor Glaeske started vyet another
mission in south Tewas. This marked the beginning of services In
Friendswood. Lord of Life congregation grew and in 1979 was
priviledged to begin a Christian Day School.

As the Lord's Word spread and fed the souls of his children

south of the Red River, the WELS/LC-MS theme was agaln poppling

up, this time in Oklahoma. In the mid 1960's the members of
Missouri Synod congregations in Oklahowma City began asking the
same guestions that had been asked in Dallas and Edna. "They had
many questions to ask and thelir own pastors would never answver
10
them. " While these people were asking guestions, a Wisconsin
Synod  family in the arvea was planting the seed for a WELS
congregation. The Bob Hahn family had wmoved to the area and they
along with two servicemen were being served by taped WELS
services. Pastors from WELS congregations in Kansas and Nebraska
then began taking turns on weekly trips to serve the group. On
August 10, 1967 the Nebraska District Mission Board gave the
group mission status and perwission to call a pastor. Atter
numerous calls were sent and returned, prayers vere ansvered as
Pastor Paul Knickelbein from Milwaukee accepted the call to
sServe. He was installed on December 8, 1968, To begin with,
Gethsemane, as the congregation would later be called, met in the

Sooner Elementary School. In January of 1969, thelr meeling

place was changed te the Guaranty HNational Bank Fabrus

Z2nd, Cethsemane was offically organized. ‘he Lord showered his
blessings upon this group and it grew so that on September 28,

1969 Gethsemane broke ground for thelr new education/worship

11



facllty.

The same evenling, there was evidence of the growth of the
Lord's Church as the flyslt service was held in Tulsa, Oklahona.
This was brought about by ads that Pastor Knickelbein had placed
in the Tulsa newspaper. Exploratory services continued to he
held at wvarlous sites until March of 1970 when the WELS GBHM
granted the group mission status. The group formally organized
on June 18, 1970 under the name Mount Olive Lutheran Church. In

the same year, permission was also granted to call a

o
hay

November
reslident pastor. The calling process continued for well over a
vear until the congregation regquested a Pastoral Candidate fronm
the 1972 graduating class al Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

and wvas

andidat Gerhard Schapekahn was assigned to Tuls

tal

fodd

fot
.
3
o
[ws

ed in & special worship service on June 25.

1

Gethsemane continued to prosper in its spread of the Gospel.

June 21, 1970 was an extremely speclial day. A special morning
service honored Pastor Knickelbein's 25 years in the wministry.
In the aftex@oon a speclal service was held to dedicate
Gethsemane’s nev sducation/fellowship wing. This new addition
was soon  put  to use as Gethsemane opened thelr Christian Day

Schoeol in Septenmber.

As  evidence that the Lord was showering his Dblessing upon
the work of the WELS in Oklahoma, another congregation was begun
in Oklahoma City. November 20, 1973 wmarked the beginning of Holy
Cross congregation. The congregatlon was glven a boost with the
transfer of 21 souls from Gethsemane. In July 1975 Andrew Domson

became Holy Cross's first resldent pastor. The congregation went
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off of synodical operating subsldy in 1981 and began a. Christain

Day School in 1982. Due to decling enrollment, the school was
closed in June of 1987. Holy Cross observed a joyful milestone

on  Febhruary 19, 1989 with the dedication of an Allen Digital
Computer organ.

While all the Jjoys of the Gospel were going on in 0Oklahonma,
the WELS was also being called into northern Loulsiana. In early
1971 Pastor Douglas Welser who was serving Crown of Life

congregation 1In  New Orleans recelved a letter from a family in

o

Columbia, $.C., who was planning to move to Alexandria, LA. This
family became the contact for that area and in September of 1971
Pastor Welser conducted the first sexrvice in a local home. In
December of Tthe same year, Nebraska District misslionary Sam
Rugler began conducting monthly services. When Pastor ZKuglex
accepted a call to serve elsevhere, Misslion Board Member Pastor
Paul Soukup held services for several months. In MNovember of
1972 Pastor A.L. SBchmeling accepted the call as Nebraska District
Missionary and was assigned to the Alexandria area to begin
exploratory work. The first service was held December 3, 1972 at
the Rapides Bank and Trust Company. The work continued in the

area with contacts to the large number of servicemen in the area

and also 2500 canvass calls made by Pastor Schmeling, members of

the exploratory group, amd Vicar Tlmothy Meier. Mizsion status
wvaz granted in November 1972 and King of Kings congregatlion was

fl k] 1 -

organized on March 3, 1974. Average atltendance at services wq

31
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between 30-40, but the congregation sawv a large turnover due to

the large number of servicemen. In January 197% land was

fort
{ad



purchased with a parsonage builllt in

in 1978. {ing of Kings has continu

in Alexandria with various evangelis
In the midst of this flurry of

Antonlo sowed Lthe =eed for what
congregation. In June of 1971 Ou

Krueger, began holding services

Fredericksburg group organized

congregation, FProm 1975 -~ Februa
Radloff, Donald Stuppy, Williawm B

Floyd Mattek lead services for B
February of 1986, Shepherd of Tthe H

ot
1

WAl

1976 and a worshlp facllity

ed to reach out to lost souls

m efforts.

activity, Our Savior In San

s Lo become thelr daughter

v Savior's past Willianm

or,

in Fredericksburg. This
as Shepherd of the Hills

ry of 1986, Pastors James
raszsovw, James Tauscher and
hepherd -of the Hills. In
ills received permission fron

the District Mission Board to call their first resident pastor.
>D?;tox Plovd Mattek was installed on September 28, 198¢6.

The early 1970's brought other new congregations to Texas.
Im early 1974 Pastor James Radloff of Holy Word in Austin began
work In the Temple area as a nission of the Arvizona - California
District. After initial calls and contacts, a series of seven
Bible classes entitled "What's happening in the Lutheran Church
today?"™ were held, After these Bible classes, t worship
service for the Tenmple group was held on March 21, 1974. In May
of Tthe same year the group was granted misslon status and on
Sunday May 12th organized as Trinity Lutheran Church. On August
4th, Pastor Mark Krueger was Iinstalled as Trinity': First
resident pastox. The congregation comnpleted thelr parsonage in
January of 19783 and dedlcated thelr worship facllity 1in 1980.
Menbers and friends of Trinlty gathered on Novemb 12, 1989 to




thank the Lord for 1% years of his blessings in Tenple. The
celebration included a tree planting.

There was an effort to begin an offshoot of Trinity
congregation for Fort Hood and in the Killeen area. Because of
the varilable number of people, Cthis mission effort was closed and
reunited with Trinity.

Alexandria was not the only Loulsiana area wheve WELS woxk

was being started at this time. 1973 marked the beginning ot

=
D

work out of a preaching station in t Shreveport area. The work
in this area has never progressed past the stage of a preaching
station. Many area pastors have traveled to serve this group.
Most recenbtly the work has been done by the pastors serving the
congregation in Tylevr, Texas. Presently Pastor David Lau serves

8 WELS members with services on the second Sunday of the month

hile all of this growth was being experienced oulside of

ate. In

Texas, the WELS continued to grow inside the Lone Sktar

=

May of 1873 Iglesia rana Geltsemani congregaltion began In  the
Corpus Christi area. The work had actually begun a ysar earliex
when Carl Leyrer, who was at the time a 4th year Seminary

student, flew down once a month to serve a group of Hispanic

Lutherans who had left thelr former church for doctrinal reasons.

Tglesia Luterana Gebtsemanl began as an all Spanish mission  when

= AN
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to bhe the fir:

1970'=  English services were begun and the name was changed to
Gethsenane Lutheran Church to better reflect the population of
the chuxrch. 1277-78 brought the purchase of land and the

bullding of a parsonage. Im 1982 plans were Dbegun for



a  permanent worship facility. After a serlies of unfortunate

mizshaps, CGethsewmane was priviledged to dedicate a house of God on

ad

Novenber 30, 1986.

In 1974-75 a preaching station was opened in the Abilene
area. This continued foxr over 10 years. Pastor Jeffrey Londgren
took over the duties in 1983 and in 1985 Holy Scripture's =aven
received nisslion status. Due to financial difficulties, Holy
Scripture’s was closed in 1986. Work was reopened in the area In
1989 with an EBaster service attended by 150. Beploratory work
continues out of Living Hope in Abilene.

1975 brought the beglinning of what was to become the western

most congregation of the South Central District. This marked
the beginning of SZhepherd of the Plains in Lubbock. Business and
military pexrsonnel have already been mentioned as factors which

helped srovide groups to starlt congregatlons. Shepherd of  the
k = &}

LN

Plains was fed by these two groups and also Texas Tech University
where they today have a Canmpus Ministry group.

With all the success that the Lord gave to hls Word and work
in the mid-South, talk of forming anothex digtfict began in 1972
- T3. Tt is self-evident from the previcus accounts that to

£

't districts (Arizona-California and

iy
.

travel to their prese
Nebraska) was a long and unnecessary trip for the pastors and

delegates In Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma. The Texas-

U]

New Mexico Pastoral Conference of the Arizona-California District

sent two memorials to the 1973 WELS Synod Convention The [lrst

memorial included 10 whereas's and then stated "that we oppose

any redistricting of present wission boards Into reglional

16



boards . " The second memorial was the flzst formal proposal of a

~ "that whenever future growth warrants the
formation of a Southern District, it should include Texas and
Oklahoma from the New Mexico border on the west to the eastern
border of Oklatoma and Texas on the east.” Exactly ten years
before the South Central district was approved by a Synod
Convention, the seeds were being sown.

But Sam Kugler, Paul Soukup, Arlyn Bochmeling, and Gerhard
Schapekam were not only serving thelr Lord in the areas mentioned

above. As Nebraska District missionaryv, Pastor Kugler also began
¥ i

-0 start work in the central Arkansas area in 1969. "By
1971 most of the nucleus had left central Arkansas and the
kel

11

mission was closed.™ In 1972 another attempt was made to begin

W

work in thiz area. At first, Pastor Soukup made monthly trips
from Overland Park, Xansas. When Pastor Schmeling arrived, he
then began serving Little Rock with wmonthly trips from

Alewandria, LA, When Pastor Schmeling was called to Ecotts

Bluff, HNebraska, Pastor Schapekam came from Tulsa. Weekly

B‘

rvices began iIn July of 1976. In July of 1977 Pastor Schmeling

-
e

F

raturned to take up residence in Little Rock and in November the
group was granted mission status as King of Kings Lutheran
Church. With this turn, the Lord began to abundantly pour out
blessings. 1978 53w the aquisition of land and The

1oy o e £ gemd gme 1T e , e e e 1. JURUI R N -
stlonts flret resldent pastor, Pastor John Gavwriscoh. In

1981, the congregation dedicated thelry WEF building
1977 brought the next big push to organize the now growing

congregations of Texas, Arkansas, Loulslana, and Oklahoma Into a

17



o ey

o)

1977
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vict. In the Novenber uwe o

3.
AT

publication of Confer

Pastor an

s

congregatlons to seriously considey and

the matter of a new district. His plea
matter WAS discussed at thelr Jan

Conference. Many of the congregations

menorials and proposals to solve the d
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At this time Pastor Sawall was makl

round trips from Lubbock to serve a grou

am e

1978 Pastor Robert Neumann was instal

pastor of Good Shepherd congregation

. ],‘
S5TRATUS

[

in 1981.

granted mission

a mobile chapel fxom Trinity congregatilo
they celebrated the srrection of thely ¥
The Lord has also blessed the wor
ancther way. Pastor David Krenke curr
statl in Ban Angelo. The group has
Redeemer and have comnitted themselves
of the Gospel with the purchase of a b
funds. Confident of the Lord's blessi

seeking their own pastor.

Plcecking up on the push for district
1977, wmore action followed in 1978,

PR SR SR N 1. ansas ~ PR ] SR - £ 1. ,.1_1
Louisiana, Arkansas, & Oklahoma of both
and Nebraska Districts sent mewmoria
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thelr area. In November of the same vear, the

Study Group drew up a memorlial encouraging

conference to make "formal application to the 1979 convention of

the WELS for district status". All ot
being brought to the 1979 WELS Synod Convention. The
committee charged with the discussion of the matter brought a

L

negative report to the floor of the conventlion. Before the

report was voted on, Pastor Glaeske, as chalrman of the Te

1,_;.

Misslon Distyict Misslon Beard, nmade a presentation to the
cenvention. Using an overhead projector presentation, he showed

F . e
the convent

=

on the reasons why & new district should be formed.
Factors pointed oul were: distance culture variastion, and more
involvement and vrepresentation in the synod. As a result of
Pastor Glaeske's presentabtion, & motlon wvas passed to send the
floor committee Dback for further study. The committee  then

brought back & favorable resoclution. This favorable resolution

jis
T

was defeated by a minority report. Az a result of tThis,
were Iurther memorials and studies. Two memoryials encouraging
the continuved push for district status were passed at the 1979
and 1980 Texas Mission District District Pastor -~ Delegate
conferences. Nothing however was brought to the 1281 Synod

convention.

While further study and push for district status was Dbelng

carried on, the Lord continued to pros the growth of hils Word,

Again, the daughle

congre

1379, the work of the membsrs of Holy Cross of Oklahoma Clty lad

to exploratory work in Midwest City. The flrst service was held



on  Beptember 16, 1979 at the Country Bastates Blementary School
The group vas granted mission status on FPebruary 20, 1980 and

Divine Word congregation was on 1lts way.

el

In January of 1981 King of Kings in Little Rock began what

ftn

would bhe the first of its daughter congregations. At that time

Pasbtor Gawrisch began holding services in the Russelville

1

In May of the same vear this work was granted exploratory status.

o

Pastor Douglas Lange was installed as the first resident pastor

L(

of Falth cengx@gaiion in June of 1982, The wmembers of the
congregation constructed thely own WEF unit which was dedlicated
on May 17, 1987. One week later Tthe congregatlion bid farewell to
Pastor Lange. Present Pastor, Philip Pitt was Iinstalled 1in

August of the same year

This was also a time for other growth in Texas. November
22, 1981 marked the first worship service of Ablding
congregation of Pinehurst. This congregatlion which has up to
thizs time been served only by Pastor Gordon Waterman Dbecame an
officlal mwmember of the WELS in August of 1983, The unigue
feﬁtuxﬁ of Abiding Palth is thalt they have never been supported

by WELS misslon dollars, lncluding the bullding of their worship

facility in 1985,

Sparked by a college students at A & M desiring to be
fed by the word, work was begun in College Station in 18%82.

Peautiful Savior congregation was officially organized in April

edication miles
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worship facility in 1986 and a parsonage in 1989.

Also at this time, Pastor Thomas Valleskey began work in the

20



nozth Dallas suburb of RPlano. The filrst services in April

of 1982, Pastor Timothy Peterson followed Pastor Valleskes in

July of 1983, Atonement congregabtion has met In
different locatlions and struggled because of location and land
coslts. Under God's grace and the leadershlip of their nevw pastor,

John Liebenow, they loocok forward to scon starting construction of
their first worship facllity. Atonement also shares the good
news of the Gospel with the people of neighboring Sherman through

thelr pastor's work at the preaching station - Abiding Shepherd.
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also a time for sx¥pansion in the Austin area.
Pastor David Clark began work for Risen Savior congregation. The

first sexrvice

m
63}

were held In Januvary of 1983. The congregation

has been pursuing land for over five vears. In January of 1989
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they observed & milestone with the dedication of a parsonage.

Also at this time, the Gosg was belng rooted in the
Levisville/Flover Mound area of Texas. Prince of Peace
congregation was officially organlzed on Octobesr 31, 1882, With

an 1deal location for outreach, the congregation contlinued to

grow under Pastor Thomas Valleskey. 1986 marked the bulilding
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facility.
Working on the recommendations of the Dallaz - Fort Worth
lanted at this

aztors, twe other exploratory seeds vere

e

time. On April 18, 1982 Pastor Myrl Wagenknecht of Immanusl Iin
Fort Worth conducted services in south Foxrt Worth for what was
later to become Abiding Faith congregatlon, Pastor Edwlin
Lehmann was installed as the fizst reslident pastor on July 18.

L

Ablding Faith was granted nission status three vears

21



After a land purchase in 1986, tLthe congt@gation broke ground for
thelr WEF unit in October of 1988.

At thisg same time Pastor Gary Pleper of sSt. Mark in
Duncanville began work In the Arlington area. Initial smervices

wvere held in October of 1982. Pastor Pleper served the Arlington

area group until February of 1983 when Pastor Stanford Espedal

2}

became the resident pastor. Our Savior congregation of Arlington
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clally founded in July of 1983, Pastor Bspedal was
followed by Pastor Bruce Biltter. Under Pastorx Bitter's

divection the congregation dedicated thelr WEF unit on ctober

i
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12, 1986. Pastor Barl Krilewall today seyrves EBL. Mark.

In May of 1983 Pastor Michael Albrecht was called to begin

gxploratory work for Prince of Peace congregation in rthwest

Houston. Ten people attended the £ilrst informational meeting

S
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feis

held on September 14th. 41 people attended the filrst v

service held on October 23rd at the Libby Stelly Dance Studlo.
On May 1, 1884 the congregation was granted misslion status.
After a land purchase in 1985, Prince of Peace dedicated thelx
first worshlp facility on November 8, 1987.

With several vyears of study and discusslion behind them, the

Texas -~ Confersnce of the Arizona - California District presented

z memorial for district status to the 1983 WELS Synod Convention.
With a polished presentation and the fact that there were over
2000 communicants involved, the convention unanimously approved
:%@ South Central District.

With approval for district status, the congregatlions

involved planned for a constituting convention. On October 19,

]
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19832 the constituting convention of the South Centra District
net. Appropriately enough, the convention was held at the
district's oldest congregatlon, Calvary In Dallas. Synod
President Carl Mischke preached for the opening service. After

convention to

the opening service, resident Mischke called the
order and 38 congregations were recelved Iin as members of the
South Central District. After President Mischke appointed Pastor
Donald Stuppy as secretary - protem, the convention elected its
district officlals. Pastor Vilas Glaeske wvas elected as the
dAistrict's first president with Pastor Douglas Bode as first Vice

-

Pastor Janmes Radloff as second Vice

President  and
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Pastor IZtuppy was elected as the district's fir
Devotions for mealtime and c¢losing were conducted by the
presidents of the two parent districts President Marcus Nitz of

£
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the Arizona - California District and Presldent Gerald FPre
The Nebraska District,

After the formation of the naw district, further blessings
of growth were seen in Texas.

In 1984 Pastor Willlam Brassow began work on one of the
First T"new wmode® missions of our synod. The Lord blessed his
work with 55 present at the first sexvice. Cross  of Christ

congregation was offlcilally organized on September 23, 198

€3 omy oy Ao oo v T - k N T o) o oy A g e e a > - - SR -
SEQLGML:l 1988 Cross of Christ was | civile 24 to a

parsonage and worship facllity.
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Through the combined work of Pastor Lange from Russelville
and Pasbor Thomas Schmidbt from Tulsa, another cengregation wvas

begun in Arkansas, tThis one iIn Springdale. After these pastors



did the initlal work with the beginning groug Pastor Charles
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Huebner wvas called to do ewxploratory work as the flrst resi

pastor In the summer of 1985, Grace congregatlion recgelved

e
Ui

misslion status in the spring of 1987, The congregatlion belng
Al

blessed with rapid growth and expects 100 meumbers by the spring

of 1990.

In 1986, Pastor Larry Zwelqg began work in Atascocita, Texa

.

After months of exploratory work, he began services at John the
Baptlst congregation. In November of 1989, the district mission
board saw 1t best to discontinue woxrk iIn thils areca. The
congregation asked for an extenslion because of & sudden spurt of
growth. After further discussion, Tthe Zynod's General Board for
Home Migsions decided that as of March 31, 1990 work In
Atascocita would be ended.

In a special service on August 10, 1986 held at Prince of

Peace in Houston, Candidate John Kuske was ordalned and installed

as a missionary to the Beaumont/Missouril City area. This was the

beginning of what is nov Crace in Missourl Clty. Grace looks
Forvard to further growth with thelr newly-called pastoxr, Pastor
arry Zwelq.

Mt., Olive of Tulsa worked for further expanslon when they
conducted a survey of the Owasso area in 1987, The survey
determined that there was Indeed sufficient interest in the

Owasso area to begin a church. In response to this potential,

et
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Candidate David Sellnow was assigne o do explora
Living Hope Lutheran Church. After a special installation

service at Mt. Olive in Tulsa on July 31, 1988, Pastor Sellnow

A
shs



i1

began his "new mode" exploratory work. The efforts cul
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the first worship service being held on Pebruary 26, 1989
i Az i
King of Kings In Little Rock has also helped start several

-

daughter congregatlions. Tn 1983 services were started in
Mountain Home, Arkansas as an offshoot of King of Kings. This
group saw thelr blessings ilncrease when Pastor David Kapler was
assigned as Trinty's first resident pastor in July of 1988.

In 1989/90 there was vebt another offshoolt of King of Kings
in Little Rock. 2nother rather sizeable group formed the nucleus

for Living Water congregation in Holt Springs. This congregation

L

sprung from initial efforts by Mr. Joel Nitz already back in
1986, Bible study session were started in the area in 1983. In
October of 1989 President Glaeske and the District Mission Board
visited the area and encouraged the group to formally organize.
The Lord has continued toe shed his blessings on Living Water
congregation as they are about teo be received into the district
as a full - fledged menbesr. Living ¥Water 1is another congregation
that is entirely self-supporting and is calling for a reltired
pastor to serve them in a part -time capacity.

FProm a small group of bellevers in Dallas, Texas filghting
for the ﬁruth of the Cospel in 1962, the South Central District

of the WELS has today grown to over 40 congregatlons spread over

4 states. Thiz survey of the history of our belov
clearly points to the bountiful blessings our God has poured outl
on his Church in  the mid - south. We note the number of

congregations that have been established to preach the Gospel to

all Tthe world. Bult also noteworthy is the large number o
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Christian Day Schools which are serving our Loxd's little lambs.
May He who began this spread of the CGospel continue

4]

to hless it
work untll he comes agalin in

U

gloxy.
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